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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspaper 

produced 10 times a year to approximately 1,900 
students and staff, as well as members of the com-
munity. As student editors make content decisions 
independently of the school’s staff and administra-
tion, the paper is considered a forum for student 
opinion. It is therefore exempt from prior review or 
restraint in both principle and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encour-
aged. Letters must be signed, but, upon request, 
they may be published anonymously at the discre-
tion of the staff. The Viking Views reserves the right 
to edit letters for space and content in order to main-
tain the paper’s high standards against obscenity, 
libelous material, and personal attacks. Letters that 
exhibit a blatant disregard for such standards will not 
be considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a major-
ity of the editorial board. No one individual may be 
held responsible for the opinions expressed therein. 
Signed editorials and columns reflect the opinion 
of the writer and not The Viking Views, adviser or 
school. The Viking Views takes all measures possible 
to make a clear distinction between fact and opinion 
in all news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views will print 
retractions as they are brought to the attention of the 
staff.                       
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dear readers,
The year is almost over. Sum-

mer is right around the corner and 
it seems as if everyone has fallen 
victim to the temptation to start 
slacking off. Classes are winding 
down, AP tests are over, seniors 
are preparing for graduation and 
you’re holding the last print issue 
of The Viking Views for the 2010-
2011 school year. 

You have heard it time and time 
again, but please remember that it 
is important to stay strong through 
the end of the year. Don’t give up 
just yet. Maybe you’ve already 
turned in your math book, but don’t 
forget final exams can still impact 
your grades. Sorry about the extra 
make-up days, underclassmen. 
Just hang in there. We know it is 
not easy, but try to stay interested. 

Before we can officially call it 
summer, juniors and seniors have 
the opportunity to enjoy prom. 
While we encourage you to make 

your prom exciting and memora-
ble, we also encourage you not to 
do anything dangerous or dumb. 
Please—heed the warnings of the 
elementary students who write us 
those letters or those who speak 
from personal experience. We do 
not want the year to end in trag-
edy. 

Once it finally arrives, be sure to 
enjoy your summer. Use it to recu-
perate from this past school year 
and to gear up for the next. Get 
a summer job, go on a vacation, 
sleep in, do something spontane-
ous.  

And seniors, enjoy your final 
summer before going off to col-
lege. Make the most of the time 
you have left, both in your remain-
ing days as a high school student 
and throughout your summer. Re-
member as you grow up and move 
on that this is time you’ll never get 
back. Good luck. 

On The Cover
whether you are a senior and let out early or an un-
derclassman, all of us in school can say we are ready 
for summer. ILLUSTRATION BY AJ CROFFORD AND KYLE MARCUS

your editors,
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Osama bin Laden killed in Pakistan
Paiton Swope
Staff Writer

It has been approximately nine and 
a half years since the United States 
was hit with the terrorist attacks of 

September 11, 2001. According to the New 
York Times, a total of 2,819 lives were lost 
that day, leaving 3,051 children without 
parents. 

It has been approximately nineteen days 
since President Barack Obama announced 
to the world that “the United States has 
conducted an operation that killed 
Osama bin Laden, the leader of 
Al-Qaeda, and a terrorist [who 
is] responsible for the murder 
of thousands of innocent men, 
women and children.”

On the evening of May 1, 
2011, the verdict was final; the mastermind 
behind Sept. 11, Osama Bin Laden, was 
dead. Upon hearing this news, junior Adare 
Chance said she was ecstatic.

“I had just gotten home from Boston 
and I started screaming and jumping up and 
down. I was so excited I fell up the stairs on 
my way to tell my mom,” Chance said.

Social Studies teacher Mr. Dave 

Burtscher said he agreed. 
“I was extremely thrilled all of the effort 

and work to find him paid off with his death, 
but my other thought was that we have to 
prepare ourselves for a violent response by 
Al-Qaeda,” Burtscher said.  

Immediately after the press conference 
aired, citizens were found partying 
throughout the streets of Washington D.C. 
and Manhattan, New York. The images of 
people celebrating the death of Bin Laden 
sparked controversy among Americans. 

History teacher Mr. Dan Campanaro 
said he found the celebration unnecessary.

“Though I did not find the celebration 
wrong, I found it distasteful,” he said. “To 
watch Americans jump up and down was 
improper. Justice was served but celebrating 
the death of a person was not appropriate, 
even if he was a horrible person.”

Burtscher, on the other hand, said he 

saw no problem with the celebration. 
“I think a momentary celebration was 

appropriate, especially for families of the 
victims of 9/11,” he said. “The celebration 
was short, sweet and it is now time to 
continue the fight against terrorism.”

Throughout the past nine and a half 
years the United States military has made 
it their primary goal to ward off terrorism, 
according to Obama.

“Around the globe, we worked with our 
friends and allies to capture or kill scores of 

Al-Qaeda terrorists, including 
several who were a part of the 
9/11 plot. Yet, Osama bin Laden 
avoided capture and escaped 
across the Afghan border into 
Pakistan,” Obama said.

In 2008, the War on Terror 
jumped from the focus of President Bush 
to the focus of President Obama.

“Shortly after taking office, I directed 
Leon Pannetta, the director of the CIA, to 
make the killing or capture of bin Laden the 
top priority of our war against al Qaeda,” 
Obama said.

According to Fox News, after being 
briefed about a possible lead on bin Laden 

“I think a momentary celebration was appropriate, 
especially for families of the victims of 9/11.”

– Mr. Dave Burtscher
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in August, Obama finally decided the 
United States had enough intelligence to 
begin taking the actions needed to bring bin 
Laden to justice. 

“The United States launched a targeted 
operation against that compound in 
Abbottabad, Pakistan. A small team of 
Americans carried out the operation with 
extraordinary courage and capability. No 
Americans were harmed. They took care to 
avoid civilian casualties. After a firefight, 
they killed Osama bin Laden and took 
custody of his body,” Obama said. 

Americans have reached a dispute 
concerning the result of bin Laden’s death. 
Some believe he should have been captured 
and brought back to the U.S. for a trial. 

“The goal was to take [bin Laden] alive, 
but the SEALS were going into a dark 
and chaotic place,” Camapanaro said. “A 
firefight broke out and he was hit. It would 
have been better to bring him alive, but we 
have no way of knowing if he would talk 
at a trial.”

However, not all American’s believe 
bin Laden should have been brought to 
American grounds.

“A trial would have been terrible,” 
Chance said. “Bringing him to the United 
States would have led us into another 
terrorist attack, because other groups want 
him dead. He was Al-Qaeda’s leader.”

With bin Laden dead, one of the biggest 
concerns across America is the event of 
another terrorist attack. 

“There is no doubt that Al-Qaeda will 
continue to pursue attacks against us. We 
must and we will remain vigilant at home 
and abroad,” Obama said. 

Burtscher agreed.
“Bin Laden’s death is a great victory in 

the war on terror, but this is a war that is 
clearly not over and we really have to work 
that much harder to get ready for a future 
attack by Al-Qaeda,” he said. 

With the recent release declaring Osama 
bin Laden was unarmed at the time of his 
death, Americans are debating the ethical 
side of killing an unarmed man. Junior 
Derrick Damron said he approved.

“Had bin Laden been armed, we would 
have had a bigger problem and more 
casualties than we have now, including the 
lives of Americans,” he said. “The SEALS 
did what they had to do; they did the right 
thing.”

Immediately following his death, bin 
Laden’s body was buried at sea. CBS News 
reported his body was handled according 
to the Muslim tradition, including the strict 

rule of disposing of the body 24 hours after 
death.

“Disposing of the body so quickly was a 
form of a peace offering to the Americans 
affected by Sept. 11,” Chance said. “We 
respected his beliefs and his body was 
disposed of quickly enough to decrease 
tensions.”

Campanaro agreed. 
“It was the right move for the United 

States,” he said. “The U.S. wants to be the 
good guys. Muslim belief wants the body 
buried in 24 hours. We offered the bodies to 
different countries in the Middle East, but 
no one wanted it. If we would have kept 
the body, we would have angered terrorists 
more. This way was quieter and caused no 
trouble.” 

President Obama recently decided not to 
release pictures of the body, which Damron 
said was a smart move. 

“I believe there will always be 
controversy in a major event,” he said. 
“Obama is in the right. Releasing pictures 
could spark Al-Qaeda’s attention of 
America. We need to lay low right now.”

Burscher agreed. 
“I think there is no doubt about his 

death,” he said. “Al-Qaeda has openly 
claimed that he is dead and there is no 
need to show these pictures to satisfy the 
doubters. I have faith in our government. 
If they say they got him, I have no reason 
to doubt it.”

Although some Americans may not 
believe bin Laden is dead, the actions taken 
May 1, 2011 could not been prevented 
according to President Obama.

“The American People did not choose 
this fight. It came to our shores and started 
with the senseless slaughter of our citizens. 
After nearly ten years of service, struggle 
and sacrifice we know well the costs of 
war. These efforts weigh on me every 
time [I], as Commander in Chief, have 
to sign a letter to a family that has lost a 
loved one. Or look into the eyes of service 
member whose been gravely wounded. So 
Americans understand the costs of war,” 
Obama said.

Campanaro agreed.
“It would have been ideal to take him 

alive, but the SEALS did what they could 
to protect themselves,” he said.  

Though not all Americans are 
celebrating, President Obama said he hopes 
9/11 families can feel vindication. 

“Let me say to the families that lost 
loved ones on 9/11, that we have never 
forgotten your loss,” Obama said. nv

n (From left to right) Osama bin Laden 
was announced dead May 1 by Presi-
dent Obama. n The Al-Qaeda leader was 
a head figure behind terrorist attacks in 
New York Sept. 11, 2011.
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Breaking the bank at the pump
Xavier Carr
Staff Writer

NOTE: Alaska and Hawaii are not to scale

© 2011 MCT
Source: AAA Daily 

Fuel Gauge Report
Graphic: Lauren Yoffe
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Gas prices by state
Gas prices continue to rise with some states averaging more than 
$4 per gallon. Prices per gallon for regular gasoline by state:

$3.50-3.75 $3.76-4.00 $4.01-4.25 $4.25-4.50

HawaiiÕs gas prices are the 
highest at $4.48 per gallon

With much of the country facing 
$5-a-gallon gasoline, everyone 
is affected. Whether driving 

to school or taking the bus; picking up a 
pizza, going to work or hanging out with 
friends — Americans consume oil.

Seeing as how it is essential to modern 
society, the rising prices of gas have been 
met with dismay by some citizens. 

According to President Obama’s March 
30 address on energy issues, America 
consumes one-quarter of the world’s oil 
while owning 2 percent of its reserve. 

Dr. Curtis Lockwood Reynolds, an 
assistant professor in the department of 
economics at Kent State University, said 
there are four factors behind increasing gas 
prices.

“Increasing worldwide demand has 
been putting upward pressure on prices 
for a while and will continue to do so,” 
Reynolds said. “Recent price increases 
have been caused partly by unrest in the 
Middle East which has the potential to 
disrupt oil supplies. Additionally, the 
recent storms and flooding in the South 
have disrupted oil refining.  Finally, there is 
some role for speculators in the petroleum 
future’s markets although how much of the 
increased gas and oil prices are due to pure 
speculation is a matter of debate.”

While there are a lot of nationally scaled 
underpinnings to the increasing prices, 
the local issues are what almost everyone 

takes notice of. He said the prices will 
have an effect on those that drive to school 
from rural areas and seniors who plan to 
commute to college later this year.

Joseph M. Ostrowske, president of 
logistics and transportation provider 
General Transport, agreed.

“Personally, I don’t see college kids 
commuting being able to afford driving 
around everywhere; unless they’re working 

a full-time job, which I doubt,” 
Ostrowske said.

For those working a part-time 
job, a part of their income will go 
toward gas if they pay for their 
own fuel. Junior Crystal Zielke 
said she spends a considerable 
fraction of her income on gas.

“I’d say a lot [of my money 
goes toward gas],” Zielke said. “I 
don’t work full time and I’m not 
making much to begin with. $50 
to $60 of that goes to gas every 
two weeks. My mom’s car costs 
$100 to fill up.”

She said because the price of 
gas is so expensive, she chooses 
to take the bus to school rather 
than driving.

“Taking the bus saves me like $20 to 
$30 a month just going back and forth to 
school,” she said.

Reynolds said there are alternative 
forms of transportation that can overcome 
the high prices of gas.

“Be conscious about how much you are 
driving, look into alternative transportation 
[and] carpool with friends to places,” he 
said.

Ostrowske said the prices could prompt 
not only students to take the bus to school, 
but also employees to take a bus to work.

“It’s going to cause a lot of people to 
look for mass transit such as buses,” he 
said. “It really helps bus systems. Even 
though everyone wants to be independent 

and have their own car, 
when it comes down to 
it, they’ll say, ‘I’ll just 
take the bus.’”

Not only are people 
contemplating taking 
the bus, but some may 
look into fuel efficient 

cars or alternative fuel, Reynolds said.
“Higher gasoline prices make alternative 

fuel cars much more attractive,” he said. 
“Much of the demand today for fuel 
efficient cars is due to the gasoline price 
increases seen a few years ago.”

Zielke said she is considering a fuel 
efficient car, especially if the prices keep 
rising.

“If gas prices are still that high, [I’m 

thinking of getting] either a Hybrid or one 
of those electric cars,” she said.

Although fuel efficient cars are helpful to 
those looking to cut back on gas spending, 
they do not necessarily do much to solve 
the issue of expensive gas prices. Reynolds 
said this problem could easily affect the 
economy.

“High energy prices, which include 
gasoline but also other types of energy, 
can have negative consequences on the 
economy,” he said. “Consumers may 
respond to higher prices by not spending as 
much–they don’t want to drive to places to 
spend money or they cut back expenses–
which is problematic because consumption 
is a large portion of our economy.  Lower 
consumption by consumers hurts revenues 
of firms while higher energy prices raise 
the costs of firms, both of which lower 
profits.”

Ostrowske said while high gas prices 
may not hurt the economy in the short 
run, it can definitely damage it in the long 
run. He also said he thinks gas prices will 
continue to increase.

“A lot of the cost is based on the value 
of the dollar,” he said. “The more we print 
money, the further it erodes the value of the 
dollar, which increases inflation and the 
price of oil.”

Reynolds agreed, but said he thinks gas 
prices will rise and fall over the next five 
years.

“I think that we are more likely to see 
gas near $4 a gallon on average than $2.50 
a gallon,” he said.

“High energy prices, which include gasoline 
but also other types of energy, can have 
negative consequences on the economy.”

– Dr. Curtis Lockwood Reynolds

Gas prices continue to increase across the country
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Making up for snow days
Emily Plaver
Staff Writer

exactly seniors had to do to obtain credit 
for the career shadow and community 
service days.

“In order to get credit for the two calamity 
days, you must first shadow someone of a 
particular position in the workplace for 5 
hours and then volunteer somewhere for 
5 hours, or do 10 hours of service or 10 
hours of shadowing,” he said. “Once you 
are done with those, you 
have your parent or legal 
guardian sign a form.”

Although it requires 
some time and work, 
some seniors are satisfied 
with this decision on 
earning credit. Senior 
Lauren Moore said it is a better way to earn 
credit and is happy with this decision.

“I think it’s a good substitute because 
there’s no senior that wants to go back to 
high school the day after they graduate,” 
she said.  “It would be babysitting for 
the teachers because all the courses will 
be done and we’re all just ready to go to 
college. So I think they’re making it easier 

We all enjoyed the multiple snow 
days we received during the 
winter but now that it is almost 

the end of the school year those snow days 
are coming back to haunt us. There have 
been three days added to the school year, 
extending the year until June 7. Freshmen, 
sophomores and juniors are required to 
attend those extra days but seniors were 
given another choice.

Seniors must participate in career shadow 
day or community service day in order to 
obtain credit to make up for the snow days. 
This allows them to leave school early for 
graduation and get the attendance credit for 
those three extra days. 

Principal Tony Pallija said he believes 
this would be better for the seniors 
compared to coming back to school for 
those 3 extra days.

“I don’t think it would be fair to the 
seniors to stay three extra days when we’ve 
had graduation planned since last year.”

Senior Dustin Urey explained what 

Seniors offered chance to volunteer or career shadow
for us by letting us do 10 hours of service; 
we can’t get away with less school days 
anyway, might as well do that.”

Seniors also enjoy this choice since 
many, like senior Rowan Hanning, are 
already involved in some form of career 
shadowing or community service.

“I shadow security forces at Timken 
Mercy Medical Center as we speak, so I’ll 

just use that.” Hanning said.
Senior Katie Schirra is also involved 

in out of school activities that can count 
towards these make up days.

“I am going on a mission trip to Maine 
this summer for church and we have to have 
a certain amount of service hours in order 
for us to go,” she said. “I have already done 
a lot of hours but I recently participated 
in my church’s Youth Sunday service and 
got about four hours added to my service 
hours.”

Although most seniors are content with 
this decision Urey said they could have 
made up the days in other ways.

“I think it would have been cool to have 
a day where seniors come in and watch 
movies in Hoover Hall or play games in 
the gym or something like that,” Urey said. 
“That way, we’re on school property for the 
required time.”

But some disagree and believe 
administration made the right decision by 
creating career shadow day and service 
day, including Moore.

“I think it’s the easiest and fastest way 
the administration can get everyone to 
make up their hours by having a parent 
signature saying we did 10 hours of service, 
so I can’t think of anything else they could 
have done. It would be too hard to get 400 
kids to do anything more difficult or time- 
consuming,” she said.

Hanning agreed.
“I think just letting us go due to the fact 

that we are seniors would be better, but if I 
had to choose a way to make up the hours 
we need, this would be it,” he said.

“I think it’s a good substitute because 
there’s no senior that wants to go back to 
high school the day after they graduate.”

– Lauren Moore
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Since students have known it, Hoover 
High School’s schedule has been 
consistent: day begins at 7:25, eight 

class periods and a lunch, day ends at 2:38. 
But, a potential change to what students saw 
as a permanent schedule is now awaiting 
approval. This new schedule proposes that 
the student school day start at 7:25 and end 
at 2:07, cutting out one class period.  

In the November elections, the North 
Canton community passed a district levy 
allowing them to benefit from taxpayers in 
this district. While this levy has helped the 
school district make needed expenditures, 
it cannot make up for the recent cuts 
schools have received in the state 
budget. Shaving off the last period 
of the day would alleviate the 
immense debt that is waiting for 
the district. 

“We are lucky we passed the 
levy, or we would be in a dire 
situation,” assistant principal Mr. 
Todd Henne said. “But, if things 
continue as they are now, we will have a 
$10 million deficit in the next five years. 
The state [government] will not allow this, 
so it must be balanced.” 

Finding ways to reduce the districts costs 
has been a long process with many other 
options considered before the schedule 
change.

“We’ve cut things for years, but have 
always tried to keep it away from the 
classroom,” Henne said. 

This change, although drastic for NCCS, 
is common for other schools.

“Our school day is currently much 
longer than others, so this cut will put us 
back with 98 percent of all schools,” Henne 
said. 

Both Henne and curriculum director 
Mrs. Peggy Savage said they realize this 
cut will cause problems with select groups 
of students committed to a vast number of 
classes, but for most students, the effects 
will be minor. 

“Students should be able to take all of 
their electives, just maybe not study hall,” 
Savage said. “A tremendous [number] 
of students spend periods in study hall as 
office/teacher aides or varsity fitness. We 
don’t want our students and teachers to 

A new direction
be in those periods, we want them in the 
classroom.”

Henne said statistically the schedule 
change is not going to ruin much for 
students.

“Students, on average, have 1.49 open 
periods,” he said. “If one period is reduced, 
that still leaves every kid with half a study 
hall. I understand that some people will be 
without a study hall, but they will also be 
getting out twenty minutes earlier.”

Junior Evan Arnold is one of the  
students not receiving a study hall. In fact, 
if this new schedule takes place, he may 
even have to drop one of his classes.

“Right now it is between dropping an AP 
class or dropping band, if band isn’t after 

school,” he said. “This new schedule would 
produce a huge loss of opportunity.”

Sophomore Bre Ganuelas agreed.
“The schedule change forces me to 

drop classes that I don’t want to,” she said. 
“There is so much to worry about already 
and this possible schedule change just 
makes everything more stressful.”

Another concern for many upcoming 
juniors and seniors is the privilege of late 
arrival and early dismissal. 

“As of right now, these options are still 
available,” Henne said. “You might just not 
have much say in which one you get. Most 
students asking for one of these will get 
late arrival.”

Ganuelas said she is not happy with this 
possibility.

“I’ve always seen it as a privilege of 
upperclassmen to chose late arrival or 
early dismissal,” she said. “Plus, I want 
early dismissal so I have more time to go 
home and get ready for my after school 
activities.”

Henne and Savage said there are many 
options to avoid the negative effects of the 
possible change. One option is for middle-
school students to receive high-school 
credit while they are at NCMS, so they 

Mara Nickel
Staff Writer

have more space for classes when they 
come into the high school. 

“Along with the high school courses 
offered in the middle school now, there will 
be five new ones added,” Henne said. “This 
allows students to have two to three high 
school credits before their freshman year.” 

Another new option called the physical 
education waiver is being offered in place 
of regular gym class that will also free up 
a class period. 

“If you’re in band, an athlete or 
cheerleading for two seasons, both of your 
gym credits will be done,” Savage said. 

But, if students are not involved in any 
of these extracurricular activities, summer 
gym, along with many other summer 

courses, will be offered.
“We are looking to revamp 

summer school,” Henne said.
Even with the summer options, 

Arnold still sees this as an 
inconvenience. 

“If I have to drop band, I will 
have to take gym in the summer, 
which would cost money and 

I would have to cancel trips that I have 
already paid for,” he said. 

Other alternatives are being explored to 
make this change even more subtle.

“We are looking into a thing called a 
zero period,” Henne said.

Savage said the “zero period” is a good 
way for a chosen group of students to 
get in all their needed periods, especially 
members of marching band.

“It is a period added on to the beginning 
or end of the day that would help a select 
group of students,” she said. 

And for students concerned with not 
having a study hall, Savage offered a 
potential opportunity.

“Since all of the teachers will be in the 
building thirteenth, maybe students could 
have study tables every once in awhile with 
their teachers for help,” she said

While all options are still up in the 
air, the effort is being made to see if this 
change will be the best plan. The proposal 
and effects of this schedule change will be 
presented to the Board of Education near 
the end of May. 

“We’re still exploring ways to save the 
district money and make everyone happy,” 
Henne said. n

NCCS examines potential schedule change

“We’ve cut things for years, but 
have always tried to keep it away 

from the classroom.”
– Mr. Todd Henne
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B-Sox Blitz 2012
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Belmont Business Systems
   - John and Patty Crofford 
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   - Larry Marcus
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   - Peggy Yoos
Kumon Math and Reading
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   - Randall H. Blevins, O.D. 
Robert K. Osborne, D.D.S.
Saltis Insurance Company

Subscribers

thank you 
for your support

Patron

RacHel BaRan

n (Above) The 2011 prom court 
attendants were announced. Front row: 
Emily Dent, Kara Riccardi, Ali Grandjean, 
Maris Pedersen, Angela Reighard, 
Ashlea Thomas and Kelsey Acell. Back 
row: Nyles Evans, Dustin Urey, Austin 
Appleby, Jon McAllister, Yuchen Liu, 
Taylor Zhang and AJ Crofford.

n Those interested in cheerleading for 
the 2011-2012 school year must attend 
the tryouts May 26 from 4-6 p.m. in the 
gym.

n North Canton’s annual Memorial 
Day Parade will be held May 30 from 
8:30-10:30 am. The Hoover band will 
be marching with the rest of the parade 
along the streets of the community.

n The North Canton Playhouse will be 
presenting “Les Miserables” May 19 
through June 4. They will also perform 
“Bye Bye Birdie” from July 28 through 
Aug. 14.

n The Player’s Guild will host a production 
of “The Wizard of Oz” June 17 through 

July 10. Tickets range from $17-22.

n Junior/senior prom will be held May 
28 at 8 p.m. at the Canton Civic Center. 
Doors open at 7:30 p.m.. 

n Student Council is donating $1,950 to 
the prom committee for after prom. The 
money was raised from the Powderpuff  
football game.

n As a way of raising money for disaster 
relief in Japan, Med Tech held a jeans 
and hat day for students and staff April 
27. They raised over $400 for the cause. 

n Seniors must attend commencement 
practice June 3 at 10 am at the Canton 
Civic Center. Graduation will be held June 
5 at 2 p.m. Seniors must arrive at 1:30 
prior to the ceremony.

n Senior Zach Taneyhill was awarded a 
Timken scholarship April 27. He received 
a $10,000 scholarship that is renewable 
for up to three additional years and an 
iPad. Senior Olivia Sutter also received a 
$5,000 scholarship and an iPod Touch.

RacHel BaRan
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Watching the last football game, 
eating the last turkey gravy 
day meal, dancing at your last 

dance and enjoying your last summer 
before college are all things seniors are 
crossing off on their to-do lists. For seniors 
Ethan Bishop, David Radosevic and Kayla 
Zellers, they can cross planning their senior 
trips off of theirs.

Bishop said he helped put together a 
senior trip for him and his friends to be 
together before going to college.

“It’s a great way to get away from 
everything with the bros,” he said. 

Bishop said the trip is also a way 
of congratulating themselves on all 
of their hard work over the years.

“After this many years of school 
and work you can’t just settle with a 
high five and a pat on the back from 
you grandparents,” he said.

Bishop said he and his friends decided a 
warm vacation spot was ideal for celebrating 
the end of their high school careers.

“We decided to go to North Myrtle 
Beach in [South] Carolina,” he said. “It’s 
much warmer than Ohio.”

He said the benefits of going to a warm 
beach include a plethora of activities to 
enjoy.

“I’m looking forward to having a great 
time on the beach, making some sand 
castles, looking for sea shells and boogie 
boarding,” Bishop said.  

Bishop said he has been looking forward 
to going on a senior trip for as long as he 
can remember.

“I have always just liked the idea of being 
away from high school drama, the usual 
responsibilities and being independent,” he 
said. “Being away from the parents is also 
a plus.”

However, beaches and oceans are not the 
only place where seniors will be spending 
their time this summer.

Radosevic and his Hoover graduate 
friend Mike Richards are taking advantage 
of one of the largest annual music festivals 
in Manchester, Tennessee. 

“I’m pumped to go to Bonnaroo,” he 

said. “This festival is like an eruption of 
every band that matters. It is well known and 
is expected to be outrageously packed.”

For Radosevic, this senior trip is all 
about being independent and learning early 
what it is going to be like calling his own 
shots.

“I decided to go on a trip because it is 
one of the first chances I have to go out 
on my own and experience something 
huge,” Radosevic said. “It’s all about being 
surrounded with good people and great 
music.”

With well over sixty bands, Bonnaroo is 
packed with many opportunities to listen to 
a variety of music.

“There are so many bands so it’s a good 
thing I get to experience this for a few 
days,” he said. 

Even though he is looking forward to an 

array of music, Radosevic said he has a list 
of must-sees.

“I am super stoked for Explosions in the 
Sky, Wavves, and Primus,” he said.

Along with Bishop, Zellers is also 
heading to Myrtle Beach with a large group 
of her closest friends.

“I wanted one last week with all of my 
friends to basically hang out and have fun 
on the beach,” she said.

Zellers said she is most looking forward 
to laying out, going out to dinner almost 
every night, going to lots of dance clubs 

and going somewhere she has not 
been before.

She also said senior trips are a 
great way to spend time with friends 
before leaving for college.

“College can easily split up a 
lot of friendships,” Zellers said. 
“So that is mainly why people like 
getting one last week to hang out 

with their closest friends.”
Zellers said she cannot fathom how 

horrible it would be if she could not join 
her friends on a senior trip.

“Missing out on a week at the beach 
with my friends while they are having the 
times of their lives and I’m stuck in Ohio 
would stink,” she said.

Planning such large vacations can be 
pretty hectic and if she had to make any 
changes at all, Zellers said there would 
only be one.

“I would much rather prefer our group 
to be smaller,” she said. “There would be 
much less chaos.”

Although, when the stresses are pushed 
aside, Zellers said embarking on a senior 
trip is still a must.

“I would recommend that every senior 
go on a senior trip because it gives you that 
last week with your friends and also those 
last few chances to make the best memories 
of your life,” she said.

Ashlea Thomas
Staff Writer

Going out with a bang

“It is one of the first chances I 
have to go out on my own and 
experience something huge.”

-David Radosevic

Seniors plan trips with friends before leaving for college

nv
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Thank you for not smoking
Jesse Sanchez-Strauss and 
Xavier Carr
Staff Writers

Teens at Hoover struggle with addiction

On Your College Application with  
SAT Subject Tests™

Upcoming Test Dates: May 7 & June 4
Learn More, Register and Get Free Practice Tools: 
www.SATSubjectTests.org

•  The only national college admission tests where you 
choose the subject

•  One-hour tests in a variety of subject areas: math, science, 
literature, history and foreign languages

•  Required or recommended by many colleges  

This spring, take an SAT Subject Test; next fall,  
make your college application shine.

11b-3367     © 2011 The College Board

Cigarettes are closer than everyone 
thinks; with the majority of smokers 
taking up this gateway drug in their 

mid teens, smoking in high school is not an 
abnormal thing.

Hoover High School g r a d u a t e 
Mike Vitale said he s t a r t e d 
smoking cigarettes h i s 
freshman year and after 
four years, he was finally 
able to quit.

“I started because of the 
people I was hanging around 
with,” Vitale said. “I wanted 
to fit in so I acted like smoking 
was natural and I thought it 
made me look cool.”

Peer pressure is a big factor 
for why teenagers start smoking. Junior 
Erika Warren said she has tried to avoid the 
risk of peer pressure from the start.

“I don’t really hang out with people 
[who] smoke; if I had a choice I wouldn’t 
be around it,” she said. “If I was already 
friends with someone and they smoked I 
would try and get them to stop.”

There are many risks that follow when 
someone falls to peer pressure. Whether 
long or short, the effects that smoking can 
cause do not always seem real until it is too 

late.
Tom Jackson*, a student at 

Hoover, said he had this realization a little 
too late.

“I knew cigarettes were bad but I don’t 
think I realized quite 
how bad they actually 
were, and I didn’t really 
care,” Jackson said.

Cigarette addiction, 
caused by the nicotine in 
them, can be a difficult 
thing to overcome, yet 
not impossible. Vitale 
said he knew there 
was a risk of becoming 
addicted but he also did 
not care at the time.

“I looked at smoking 
a cigarette as a way to 
deal with stress, when 
in reality they were 
actually causing it,” he 
said.

Warren agreed and 
said people do not need 
it to feel good and it only 
causes more problems 
than it solves.

“I don’t get why 
people complain about 
not having any money 
but they spend money 
on cigarettes,” she said.

Money shortages 
are clearly a short term 

effect from being addicted to smoking, and 
Vitale said if he could go back in time he 
never would have started the habit.

“I could have saved a lot of money and 
life would have been less stressful,” Vitale 
said.

How people look at smoking can be 
another obstacle. Vitale said for a year he 
had to hide it from his parents and find 
ways to get them from someone who is 18 
years old. He said he would even smoke 

during school.
“I hated how they ran a part 

of my life,” he said. “I hated how 
they smelled, tasted; every damn 
thing about them was gross. I 
hated them because I didn’t like 
how I let something so gross 
control my life for as long as [it]
did.”

Jackson said the biggest 
obstacle smoking put in his life was hiding 
it from his parents.

“Neither of my parents knew; if either 
of them knew they’d kill me,” he said. “But 
they had suspicions, I think. That was one 
negative side to it.”

All the obstacles people dislike about 
smoking share one cure: quitting. 

“I didn’t hang out with friends for 
about two weeks,” Vitale said. “I quit 
unintentionally; pretty soon I just lost 
interest in them and realized it became 
more of a social thing. Now I find them 
horribly disgusting.”

After smoking at least eight cigarettes a 
day and not realizing he was getting more 
addicted, Jackson said he realized it was 
hurting him and found his own way away 
from his habit. 

“Something else gave me the same stress 
relief and it wasn’t really as harmful, I didn’t 
need all those chemicals and carcinogens,” 
he said. “Since I quit, my lungs have gotten 
at least 300 times better.”

Warren said she thinks, above all, 
smoking causes the loss of appeal in a 
person.

“I think smoking is really unattractive 
and I wouldn’t be with someone or kissing 
someone that smokes or has smoked,” she 
said.

“I knew cigarettes were 
bad but I don’t think I re-

alized how bad they actually 
were, and I didn’t really care.”

– Mike Vitale

*Names have been changed to 
protect students’ identities.
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Getting a head start
Amy Roshak 
Staff Writer

Of all the stresses that occupy the 
minds of high school juniors 
and seniors, there is one that is 

particularly prominent over the others: 
college. 

Preparing for college takes time, patience 
and hard work. It’s a decision that can affect 
the rest of one’s life, so proper preparation 
is essential. Akron admissions counselor 
for Stark County, Mrs. Rachel Pivett, said 
it’s never too early to start planning.

“Students really should start preparing 
for college at an early age,” she said. “I’ve 
known some schools who really work with 
their students to help prepare them for 
college as early as elementary and middle 
school. I think the key is staying focused 
and on top of school, especially through 
high school.”

Junior Greg 
Heinle agreed.

“I think it is 
definitely important 
to do college stuff 
early because senior 
year is so busy 
with scholarship 
applications, and 
the more you do early, the more time can be 
put into those scholarships,” Heinle said.

As far as scholarships go, Pivett said 
students looking to attend The University 
of Akron must have a 3.0 high school GPA 
and a 21 or higher on the ACT to qualify 
for scholarships.

“Students who score higher on the ACT 
or SAT and who have higher GPA’s will 
be considered for the more competitive 
scholarships,” she said.

Scholarships play a vital role in paying 
for college, but junior Ingrid Chovan said it 
is also necessary to start saving up money 
early.

“[My sisters and I] have to pay for 
college ourselves and you can’t always rely 
on scholarships because you don’t know 
if you’ll get them or not,” Chovan said. 
“It’s important to start saving now, just in 
case.”

In addition, Chovan said she will be 
taking part in another important preparation 
technique this summer: college visits.

“It’s important to know your options 
and visit colleges you wouldn’t normally 
visit,” she said.

Pivett agreed.
“Campus visits are one of the most 

important things that students and families 
can do,” she said. “It is a way for students 
to test drive and see if the school they are 
considering is the right fit. A good time 
to start making campus visits is during a 
student’s junior year.”

When it comes to choosing a college, 
Chovan, who wants to study education, 
said several aspects of the college need to 
be analyzed.

“The school’s education program is 
important [when deciding on a college], 
and so is the size of the campus—I can’t 
do big schools,” she said. “I also need good 
food, good dorms and a good environment 

around the 
campus.”

Pivett agreed. 
She said students 
should be 
concerned with 
finding a school 
that fits them right, 
as opposed to 
going to a school 

because their friends are going there.
“As students research colleges, they 

should just keep in mind that things 
change,” she said. “Their tastes and majors 
may change over time. However, by the 
junior year students should really be serious 
about researching colleges and by early in 
the senior year students should have their 
school choices narrowed down.”

For Heinle, the perfect college is already 
found.

“I’m going to go into aerospace 
engineering at Purdue University,” Heinle 
said. “I basically chose it for four reasons: 
they have the best aerospace program 
within a few states, they have a good band 
program which is important to me, they 
have a nice racquetball league which I 
want to be involved in and my dad is an 
alumni, so I am a lifetime fan of their sports 
teams.”

Although both Chovan and Heinle have 
already decided on their career choice, 
Pivett said it is okay for college freshmen 

to still be undecided.
“All students generally have to complete 

general education classes regardless of 
major,” Pivett said. “Students can use their 
freshman and sophomore years to work on 
these requirements and explore different 
career options. Most colleges have career 
counseling and advising services to help 
students find and choose career paths that 
are a good fit.”

Regardless of one’s college or career 
interests, Heinle said the crucial part is just 
to start preparing now.

“It will impact at least the next four years 
of your life, and you want to be happy in 
college so putting in a lot of effort now will 
make the college years great,” he said.

“Campus visits are one of 
the most important things 
that students and families 
can do.”

– Mrs. Rachel Pivett

Juniors prepare for college and future careers

WAYS TO START
PREPARING FOR

COLLEGE
Talk to your parents about your 

plan to finance your college tuition.

Visit your optional colleges and 
take tours of the campuses.

Ask older friends or siblings about 
their college experiences.

Take the ACT or SAT more than 
once to reach your highest score.

Research possible career choices 
and programs offered at colleges.
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Taking love to college
Student couples plan on making tough transition
Megan Sigler
Staff Writer

Many teenagers date during high 
school, but the majority of those 
people do not continue to date 

the same person after their graduation day. 
According to an article in Professor’s 

House, only 2 percent of high school 
sweethearts go on to date each other after 
high school.

Seniors Kara Milnac and Jason Myers, 
senior Chad Feinberg and  sophomore 
Taylor Hickey and Hoover alumni Matthew 
Spencer and Danielle Fabien have chosen 
to be in that minority of people.  

Hickey said she and Feinberg 
have been dating for a year and 
a half.

“I think our relationship has 
lasted so long because we get 
along very well,” she said. “He 
is my boyfriend and my best 
friend.”

Feinberg said he believes leaving for 
college next year will have both a positive 
and a negative effect on their relationship.

“Our relationship will weaken because 
we will not see each other as much, but at 
the same time [it will] strengthen us for that 
same reason,” he said.

On the other hand, Milnac said dating 
Myers after high school will bring only 
positive results to their relationship.

“I think as far as Jason and I are 
concerned, college will strengthen our 
relationship if anything,” she said.  “Since 
we are going to the same college and we 
already have a strong relationship, the 

transition to college will be good for us and 
any problems we may face we will be able 
to work out.”

Myers agreed and said their relationship 
has been strong thus far.

“We have been dating for eight months 
and I think our relationship has lasted so 
long because we compliment each other,” 
he said. “We always want to be with each 
other and we get along very well.”

Milnac said dating during high school 
has benefited her and Myers’ relationship.

“Dating during high school is convenient 
because you know you will have a chance 

to see that person on a daily basis,” she 
said. “You always have a friend to be with 
when high school gets rough or when you 
are just bored on the weekend.”

Fabien agreed and said it is beneficial to 
date someone during high school.

“In high school, it was fun to date 
someone,” she said. “Most importantly, 
in high school it was beneficial to date 
someone, especially someone the same age 
and grade level as you, because you can 
relate to each other on many things: school 
work, teachers and [simply] going through 
the same milestones together.”

Spencer said he and Fabien have been 

dating on and off since sixth grade, which 
would amount to 11 years.

“We believe that our relationship has 
lasted this long because we are also best 
friends,” he said. “Our friendship is just as 
important as our relationship is to us and 
we have learned a lot from each other and 
know how to handle each other and things 
that come up as a team.” 

Spencer and Fabien have planned their 
wedding for this coming fall, but said there 
was a time when they did not know if they 
would even continue dating.

“We did think we would never date 
each other after high school 
because we broke up soon after 
graduation and thought that was 
it,” Fabien said. “There was 
obviously another plan laid out 
for us that we didn’t know.”

Spencer said college helped 
them as a couple because it 

allowed them to grow individually as 
people.

“We decided to date after high school 
after we grew as separate people and 
experienced college on our own before we 
could grow together again,” he said.

Although it is a common thought that 
high school relationships will never last, 
Spencer and Fabien’s relationship is, for 
now, living proof that relationships from 
high school can have a happy ending.

“Our relationship makes us better 
people because we are able to be more than 
we would be separately and be less self-
centered by giving and taking from each 
other equally,” Fabien said. 

“Our friendship is just as important 
as our relationship is to us and we 
have learned a lot from each other.”

– Matthew Spencer
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What is something you look forward 
to every day? 
Going to track practice after school 
with my friends. 

What was the last book you read? 
“American Psycho;” it was a very 
intense read. 

What is a quote you live by? 
“An excuse is worse and more terrible 
than a lie, for an excuse is a lie 
guarded.” - Pope John Paul II 

What are you afraid of? 
I absolutely hate needles.

What are your plans after high 
school? 
I will be attending Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University in Daytona 
Beach, Florida. While I am there I will 
be studying Aerospace Engineering 
and I will be a member of the varsity 
track and cross country teams. 

What was your favorite TV show as 
a child? 
I absolutely loved “Pokemon,” I 
thought it was the greatest show on 
earth. I literally collected everything 
Pokemon that I could. 

If you could destroy one thing, what 
would it be? 
Our dependency on foreign oil. This 
would not only help improve our 
environment but it will also help 
reduce energy cost.
 
What do you consider your best 
quality? 
My ability to set my mind toward 
achieving higher goals by setting a 
road map of smaller goals to help 
accomplish the more important goals.

What is your favorite food?  
Burgers because burgers that are 
made in Mexico actually have the 
freshest beef possible. 

Story by Jenn Shaw
Photo by Celeste Goldie
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“He always has a goal in mind and 
he’s going to do what it takes to     

accomplish that.”
- Mr. Chad Saylor

For many, the ability to balance a 
demanding sport and a challenging 
academic load is not an easy one;  

however, senior Alec Hernandez does this 
on a daily basis.

A member of the cross country and 
track teams for the past four years, 
Hernandez said he is equally dedicated to 
his academics. It was in an academic class 
where he discovered athletics.

Hernandez said he became interested 
in  sports after his sixth grade teacher, Mr. 
Jason Kirkland, talked about cross country 
in his class. Hernandez, whose father is also 
a runner, began running in seventh grade.

Friend and teammate, senior Tommy 
Lewis, said Hernandez is a great addition 
to the team.

“The best thing that Alec brings to the 
team is his focus and hard work,” he said.

Lewis said he has been friends with 
Hernandez since third grade and said he 
sees Hernandez as a reliable member of the 
team.

“He always performs well when it 
matters most, which is one of his best traits 
in cross country and track,” he said.

Engineering teacher Mr. Chad Saylor 
taught Hernandez in class as well as on the 
field. He coached Hernandez in track, cross 
country and football.

Saylor said Hernandez is a dependable 
student and athlete.

“He is extremely focused,” he said. “He 
always has a goal in mind and he’s going to 
do what it takes to accomplish that.” 

Saylor coached Hernandez for a short 
time when he tried football freshman year, 
but Hernandez said he left to pursue running, 
which he said was more his dynamic.

Early in his athletic career, math teacher 
Mr. Travis Ackerman was Hernandez’s 
coach. Hernandez said one of his fondest 
memories of track came from this time.

“Qualifying for state in the two mile 
by two-hundredths of a second,” he said. 

“That was Ackerman’s last year. It was nice 
to take him to state one last time.”

Ackerman said he was touched 
Hernandez thought so highly of him as a 
coach.

“I appreciate what [Hernandez] did,” he 
said. “He ran the race of his life, and he 
said, ‘I did that for you.’”

In addition to his accomplishments on 
the field, Hernandez said he has an interest 
in engineering and is currently in the fifth 
engineering class offered at Hoover.

Enrolled in Engineering Design 
Development and in his second year 
in Saylor’s class, Hernandez said these 
academic experiences will aid him in 
college. He said he plans to major in 
aerospace engineering.

Hernandez said he became interested in 
this field because of his grandfather.

“[He] served in the Mexican air force,” 
he said. “He was my biggest mentor 
growing up.”

When his grandfather passed away, 
Hernandez said he wanted to follow in his 
footsteps.

“[I] wanted to carry on his legacy,” 
he said. In order to fulfill his dream, 
Hernandez said he plans to attend Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University in Florida 
in the fall. He will also run cross country.

Hernandez said he chose Embry-Riddle 
because it is one of the top aerospace 
engineering schools in the country. 

According to the “America’s Best 
Colleges 2010” issue of US News and 
World Report, the aerospace engineering 
program ranked number one in the nation. 

In addition to being ranked among the 
nation’s top tier colleges, it also has the top 
cross country team in its conference.

After college, Hernandez said his dream 
job would be working as an air force jet 
pilot.

“I would get to serve my country,” he 
said. 
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Minor but serious arguments broke out 
as a result of this Powderpuff production; 
several among those who had absolutely 
nothing to do with the teams. Does no 
one understand that the only fights that 
should occur as a result of a “friendly” 
football game are about whether a 
referee’s call was fair or not? I could 
tolerate a little trash talking, as long as 
it isn’t completely obscene, and might 
even be mildly entertained by it. But 
never should anything regarding personal 
matters become public.

Furthermore, personal issues should 
definitely not come up on Facebook. 
Facebook is public, people. Even worse 
than losing the respect of classmates 
is losing the respect of your parents, 
relatives and prospective colleges. If 
colleges saw snide comments about 
peers and teachers they may fear that 
you would allow personal issues to cause 
unnecessary drama on campus or in 
the workplace. It seems silly to ruin your 

future because you 
needed to release 
pent up resentment 
on the internet.

The obsession 
with Facebook is 
just as disappointing 
as the comments 

made. Every thought, concern or comment 
we have, for some obscure reason, ends 
up on the newsfeed or in a Tweet. It would 
be ideal to keep these things to ourselves. 
However, some problems need to be 
solved and that does involve confronting 
the cause of the dilemma, which should 
be done in private, and in person. Crises 
can not be solved over Facebook. You may 
feel a bit more courageous hiding behind 
a computer, but in the end, discussing the 
problem face to face saves all involved a 
plethora of embarrassment and shame. 

I am going to end with the cliché 
speech we all receive from adults: once 
it’s on the internet it never goes away. 
Please keep your ridiculously trivial fights 
off Facebook. You don’t want to be known 
as the one who had that huge battle on 
Facebook and brought shame to your 
school.

Did you see 
the Facebook 
fight last 

night?!” Am I the 
only one who wants 
to scream and go on 
a lecturing rampage 
when someone 
asks this ridiculous 
question? If you 
think that reaction 

is drastic, imagine what happens when I 
personally witness one of these Facebook 
fights. Here’s a hint: if you’re causing 
these issues, you will not be hearing from 
me anymore.

For those of you whose eyes are not 
glued to the Facebook newsfeed waiting 
on the next typical teenage angst post 
to pop up, a Facebook fight is generally 
a catty comment or post that is void of 
specific names, yet obvious as to whom it 
is referring to. The fact that this happens 
weekly is a major disappointment. It 
makes me ashamed 
to be a part of our 
social network 
crazed generation 
and part of a high 
school that is much 
too interested in 
these posts. 

This drama recently became an 
epidemic with the traditional Powderpuff 
Football game. Though not everyone 
participated, almost every student was 
aware of the tensions between the juniors 
and seniors. 

I’m not going to get into who said what 
or who ultimately won the argument, 
frankly because I don’t care. What I 
do care about is that those who had 
issues made these problems everyone’s 
business. Because some girls decided 
to bring their unrelated criticisms into 
a school function, this event is now in 
jeopardy for the rest of the school. This 
really angers me, especially since a lot of 
you are gone next year and won’t even be 
affected by the punishment. How does it 
feel knowing that your stupid problems 
may lead to the downfall of a school 
tradition? 

books
we love

Kelsea Dani luk Keep your s#@! off facebook 
Daniluk at this 

Sing You Home 
by Jodi Picoult

– Paiton Swope 

People are opinionated when it comes 
to many things; homosexuality is only 
one of the things that either makes people 
tick or follow suit. Some say it is who we 
are while others say it is the choices we 
make.

In Jodi Picoult’s new release, “Sing 
You Home,” she addresses this issue. 
This is the story of a woman, Zoe, who 
is unhappy in her marriage and makes 
the decision to pursue a lesbian lifestyle. 
Many things were left unfinished in her 
divorce settlement and she finds herself 
fighting for the embryos left behind in 
the clinic after the divorce, completely 
forgotten about. 

Zoe fights her way through the media 
as they criticize her choice to be a lesbian, 
assuming she would not make a suitable 
parent. At the same time Zoe fights with 
the court system bringing many things 
from her and her newfound lover’s past 
to the surface, including suicide attempts, 
unwanted abortions, drug overdoses and 
mental hospitals, giving Picoult’s story an 
exciting twist. 

Picoult has a tendency to choose topics 
that may be controversial; she always 
adds a spin to the plot that makes the 
story itself spin into your not so typical 
novel. Though this is not your average 
gay marriage story, “Sing You Home” 
comes equipped with surprises about the 
gay community and is definitely worth the 
read.   

“Am I the only one who 

to scream?”
wants



interests them. Besides participating in the Greek 
system, students are offered more than 150 active 
student organizations, 23 NCAA Division III varsity 
athletic teams and 60 majors, minors and special 
programs. Additionally, more than one third of the 
students may participate in study abroad programs 
or internships to earn college credit.

For those interested in attending Wittenberg, 
keep in mind that private universities often times 
cost more than public schools. The total cost for 
Wittenberg, including room and board, tuition and 
activity fees, is approximately $45,728. 

Small schools are unappealing to many students 
who enjoy the opportunities available at large 
colleges. However, Wittenberg offers just as many 
options that are sure to make any student feel they 
have found their perfect college match. 

Many students are attracted to large, public universities. 
However, small, private colleges, such as Wittenberg 
University can be a logical choice. 

Wittenberg is fairly unknown to Hoover students, most 
likely because of its small population. There are only about 
1,900 students total who attend the school. Despite the minimal 
number of enrolled students, 72 percent of those who apply to 
the college are accepted. However, those who apply have an 
average ACT composite score of 25 and a GPA around 3.44.

The university is located in Springfield, Ohio, about 40 
miles from Columbus and 25 miles from Dayton. Though 
the distance is not too inconvenient, a majority of students, 
approximately 85 percent, live on campus. The first two years, 
students must live in residence halls. Juniors and seniors may 
live either in residence halls, houses or apartments owned by 
the college. Upperclassmen also have the option to live in a 
fraternity or sorority house, which one third of students do.

At Wittenberg, almost all students will find something that 
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The definition of psychology is the science of mind 
and behavior. Psychologists explore such concepts 
as emotion, brain functioning, personality, behavior 

and interpersonal relationships. While psychologists study 
many aspects of human function, The most popular area of 
specialization is clinical psychology. Psychologists do a wide 
variety of work such as conducting research, teaching, providing 
individual, family or group psychotherapy and diagnosing and 
treating people with psychological adjustment disorders

Wittenberg University offers many opportunites and classes 
for anyone majoring in psychology. The only prerequisite is to 
have a 3.5 GPA. The minimum requirements for a B.A. major in 
psychology are 39 semester hours in psychology. Each student 
is recommended to take courses in biology, computer science, 
language courses, mathematics and philosophy. Independent 
study is also important for anyone looking to major in 
psychology. They must have a certain number of hours that are 
overseen by a faculty member.

Salary varies depending on location, type of work 
and the educational degree that a person obtains. 
The average pay for someone with a bachelors 
degree is $15,000 - $28,000. For a master’s the 
average salary is $28,500 - $75,000, and those who 
graduate with a doctorate, the average salary is 
$36,000- $90,000 or higher.

Psychologists held about 170,200 jobs in 2008. 
About 29 percent of these psychologists worked in 
counseling, testing, research and in administration 
at educational institutions. Approximately 21 
percent worked in health care, and 34 percent of all 
psychologists were self-employed.

According to the American Psychological 
Association, it is the third fastest-growing field in 
America and is anticipated to steadily grow for at 
least 12 years after that. 

– Madeline Morrow

 –  Kelsea Daniluk
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Rise above the smoke

Stay safe at prom Gas prices on their way up
With May 28 quickly approaching, juniors and seniors are 

patiently awaiting the arrival of prom. Girls are getting their 
dresses and guys are getting their tuxes. Flowers are being bought 
and everyone is waiting for the person they like to ask them to 
attend. Those without dates are making plans with their friends for 
the big night and Cedar Point the following day. 

However, with prom, comes the issue of drinking at after parties 
and driving home. Think about the decisions you are making now, 
and consider the consequences they may have on the rest of your 
high school career.  

Also realize the mistakes you make now could follow you to 
college. Though it may seem like a good idea at the time, underage 
drinking can have devastating affects on your life as well as the 
lives of others. 

As an underage drinker, if caught you could face possible jail 
time and a DUI on your record that will never go away. The bottom 
line is, drinking before or after prom could destroy everything you 
have going in your life. Why would you take that risk? 

We at The Viking Views urge Hoover to stay safe at prom and 
avoid alcohol. Have a safe and memorable time and remember the 
consequences of your actions.

Gas prices seem to inch their way up every time you step outside 
your house. Well they don’t only seem to be doing this; it’s a real 
thing. The natural instinct is to look for someone to blame, but who 
is that person? 

The president cannot do anything, you cannot do anything, 
the Middle East cannot really even do much to help this problem 
because of the stability factor overseas. Even though the president 
cannot directly do anything about the prices, on the bright side, 
steps to find out a possible reason for the high prices are being put 
to action. Investigations on the corporations who pump your gas 
could be a factor in the problem.

The price you pay for gas isn’t exactly ideal, but accept it; you 
cannot do anything about it. Go ahead and play the blame game, 
find a scapegoat; it will not help. Every car owner will just have 
to hope that the world will stop running on gas. If it makes you 
Americans feel better, we are only paying about four dollars a 
gallon; move to Europe and have a jolly old time paying over eight 
bucks. 

We at the Viking Views believe as much as you complain about 
the gas expense, nothing you say will help. We hope that alternative 
resources will become available sooner rather than later. 

When the 2006 bill banning smoking in public places was 
passed in Ohio, second-hand smoke became less of an issue for 
those who abstained from the habit. However, smokers are still as 
prevalent as ever, many of which are teen students here at Hoover. 
Many can pick up the habit from friends, family members or even 
simple curiosity. 

According to Smoking-facts.net, 20 percent of American teens 
smoke and 3,000 children smoke their first cigarette every day. 
Unfortunately for them and countless other Americans who smoke, 
it is no secret that smoking is an unhealthy habit. According to 
Cancer.gov, smoking cigarettes leads to 443,000 deaths per year 
and another 49,400 deaths are caused by exposure to second-hand 
smoke. 

The truth is, smoking is not only harmful to the one holding the 
cigarette, but to those who have never touched one in their entire 
lives. This is why Hoover has strict policies against bringing ciga-
rettes to school or around campus. 

We at The Viking Views condemn smoking at any age. For any-
one to put their long-term health at risk for the sake of a costly 
habit with few rational benefits would be a poor lifestyle choice 
and we hope teenagers especially will think twice before they ex-
pose themselves to it. 
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Editorial Board
Tori Christ n Alexa Costi n AJ Crofford n Caroline Hill
Kyle Marcus n Jesse Sanchez-Strauss n Paiton Swope

Views
yOur What would you change about 

your high school experience?

I wish I would have forgotten about the 
drama and just focused on being happy. 
In the long run later on in my life it won’t 
matter if that certain girl was talking about 
me. It will just be important that I had a 
good experience in high school with my 
close friends.

– Molly Anderson, 10

It’s been a good year but I would change 
participation in classes because I didn’t 
reach my full potential this year.

– Kelly Harris, 9

I would change the time school starts. 
I feel it is too early. Some teens have to 
work a job as well as go to school. Many 
people sleep in their morning periods be-
cause of it.

– Aaron Cathey, 12

I’ve actually had a pretty good high school 
experience so far, but if I could change 
anything I would get rid of freshmen 
seminar. I thought it was pretty unneces-
sary and a waste of time after the first nine 
weeks. Other than that, I’ve made a lot of 
friends from all different grades and I’ve 
become a lot less awkward than I was be-
fore.

– Maria Stroia, 9

[I would change] the fact we can’t wear 
hats. I would like it if the administration 
would let us. I think hats just help our hair 
if we don’t want to have to mess with it 
because of bed head or any other reason. 
To me, it’s not disturbing anyone, it’s just 
making my life easier.

– Jake Gratton, 11

If I could change anything about my high 
school experience, it would be to not get 
myself involved in drama.

– Lauren Mathie, 10

I would definitely change the way I found 
out who my real friends are. I was told 
that would happen this past year but I 
didn’t really think it would happen to me. 
One other thing that I regret about my 
freshman year is my study habits because 
I didn’t have any. My locker is pretty bad, 
too. It’s like an avalanche in there. I wish 
I knew how to clean. 

– Clarissa Staley, 9

If I could change anything about my high 
school experience, it would have to be 
freshmen seminar. When I was a freshman 
we had that pointless class every day. Even 
though the administration has reduced the 
number of days the class is on, freshmen 
seminar prevails as the most useless class 
I’ve ever taken. It should be replaced with 
privilege period, or something that stu-
dents actually have interest in learning.

– Michael Belden, 12
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      Celeste Goldie

Fake bake  

Golden view

 to get back up on its feet...”

“The bill undermines the effort of the 

United States

the viking views  | 05.20.2011

Which is worse, skin cancer 
caused from the sun or skin 
cancer caused from indoor 

tanning? 
According to Fox19 News, a state 

representative from Hamilton has 
introduced legislation that would prohibit 
the sale of indoor tanning to anyone 
under the age of 18 unless permission 
has been granted through a prescription 
by a physician. The current law requires 
that consumers under 18 obtain written 
consent from a parent or legal guardian 
prior to receiving tanning services. House 
Bill 119 seeks to eliminate such wording 
to protect teens from the early onset of 
serious medical conditions.

Banning tanning for minors in Ohio 
overall would cause the financial end of 
tanning salons to drop in major numbers. 
From Ohio.com, tanning salon owners like 
Tim Freeman disagree with this bill for 
financially being 
j e o p a r d i z e d . 
F r e e m a n 
estimates 55 
percent of 
people who tan 
at his Altima Tan 
and Massage in 
Springfield Township on an average day 
are younger than 18. Most individuals 
would argue that financial need should 
not be put in front of deaths of individuals 
caused by skin cancer. Yet, how can they 
justify taking away the sales of this owner? 
The bill ultimately jeopardizes the income 
of Freeman’s tanning salons and many 
others. The bill undermines the effort of 
the United States to get back up on its 
feet once more and to move toward the 
state of well being. Taking away such an 
important part of the economic income 
will only harm more individuals than it will 
actually help. 

What will this bill actually accomplish? 
Nothing would be accomplished because 
of the lack of thought put into who it 
will affect in the United States rather 
than just freely making a law out of the 
government’s disagreement with choice 
regarding the citizens’ skin health. The 

j e o p a r d i z i n g 
of incomes 
around Ohio is  
an unnecessary  
evil. 

By down- 
playing parental 
consent this bill 
shows teens 
just how useless 
their parents’ 
permission is in 
the state’s eyes. 
The right to give 
permission to teens is a parent’s right. 
Plain and simple. 

The choice of teens to begin tanning is 
all their own. The reasons can range from 
dances to personal preference of skin 
appearance, but the answer will always be 
the same: the choice to risk the possible 
development of skin cancer falls in the 

teen’s lap. The 
state’s purpose 
in protection is 
like leading a 
horse to water. 
No matter how 
many times it is 
led to the water, 
you can’t make 

it drink. The state’s target at younger 
ages isn’t going to stop skin cancer, if 
anything it will encourage more teens 
to lay out in the radiation from the sun 
where more harmful rays are found. The 
effort will only lead to the same results 
being discovered currently. The only 
aspect that will change is how individuals 
are receiving skin cancer. 

The ability to control something 
uncontrollable by the state is useless 
against skin cancer. The bill to ban 
indoor tanning will ultimately fail and 
only the cause of skin cancer numbers 
rising in Ohio will change. It is an insult to 
parents, suggesting that they can’t make 
decisions about their teens’ well-being. 
The economic stab into the pocket books 
of tanning salon owners is ridiculous 
when it’s the choice of the individual to 
tan. Which is worse, skin cancer for free 
or skin cancer with a price?

T.J. Partridge, 9:
“Sherbet because it re-
minds me of summer!”

What is your favorite  

Kaitlyn Sharkey, 9:
“Anything from the ice 
cream truck.”

Jeannetta Davidsaver, 
10:

“Cookie dough ice cream 
from Kalahari.”

Jake Evanich, 9:
“Klondike bar because it’s 
crunchy and creamy.”

Alexia Barillas, 9:
“Spongebob popsicles 
with the gumball eyes be-
cause who doesn’t like to 
eat spongebob?”

Aaron McCalla, 11:
“Frozen Kool-aid pops 
because Kool-aid is so 
good.”
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#Tweet it 

Sanchez is what Strauss does 

Twitter is  
# t r e n d i n g 
all over the 

place, all over the 
world. Students, 
b u s i n e s s e s , 
c e l e b r i t i e s , 
anyone, you name 
it. Tweeting @
people, trending 
your own ideas 
and talking about 

all of the things you would never say on 
Facebook is just way too fun, but I’m not 
the only one to say this. 

Twitter was originally launched in 
2006 from the idea of group SMSing. 
Now hundreds of millions of accounts on 
Twitter have been made and this number 
is increasing daily by over 300,000. 

Twitter is taking over my life, and 
obviously the 
lives of millions 
of other people. 
Sure, everyone 
is still keeping 
their Facebook 
alive, but 
updating it 
seems boring. 
You can say anything on your mind, 
anything and everything that you are 
doing, or mention @thatonegirl any time. 
Following whoever you want and getting 
as many followers as you can is my 
workout  for the day. The best part is that 
I no longer have to look at the garbage 
you talk about if I don’t want to, and they 
can still look at mine. 

I’m not going to lie, at first when this 
phenomenon began I was very against 
the whole idea of tweeting and following 
people. It  didn’t make any sense to me, 
and it still really doesn’t. But that surely 
doesn’t take the fun out of it. The first 
reason for my past anti–Twitter movement  
was  mostly because my dad does it all 
the time. All of the time! I can’t deny 
it, he is fairly good at Twitter. With over 
2,000 followers and over 7,000 tweets, 
he has me beat. Go ahead and tweet your 
heart out, Dad, but  don’t think it’s okay 

views
Jesse Sanchez-Strauss 
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“Do not think for a second I am going 

to follow you 
 out of guilt.”

to share everything that happens on your 
Twitter feed with me, #askmeificare.

After making my own Twitter and 
figuring out how to use it, to say the least, 
it’s ridiculously addicting, #soaddicting. 
All day everyday I can #tweet and find 
out what’s happening through the people 
that I @follow and their #wordsofwisdom, 
but sharing my 140 character two–cents 
is the best part. I could go on about all 
the perks to this simple and popular 
networking site, but it would never end. 

Every networking site goes through 
its climax of popularity. Face it, 
#facebooksucks. Yeah, I’ll admit like two 
months ago I still used Facebook pretty 
heavily, but that was two months ago. 
This is now and Twitter is way better. I 
accepted your friend request because I 
felt bad; do not think for a second I am 
going to follow you out of guilt.

What does 
this mean 
then? That 
F a c e b o o k   
is going to 
b e c o m e 
a n o t h e r 
M y s p a c e ? 
Well I  can 

simply say I #dontevencare anymore  
because tweeting is easier and way 
#trendier. So out with the old and in with 
the new, #tweetingallday and filling up 
your home page with my wise words of 
wonderfulness, yeah that’s what many 
call #winning.

Is your substitute teacher annoying? 
Give everyone a heads up and tweet about 
it. Just ate 15 tacos at #tbell? Tweet it! I 
can’t think of one thing you should never 
tweet about, except… wait no I can’t think 
of anything.

If you haven’t yet got around to making 
that Twitter, do it now, but only if you’re 
definitely going to follow me. Everyone 
knows that everyone else wants to 
hear what they have to say, wait no 
that’s not true at all, everyone wants 
to hear their own input, but my good 
people that is the true beauty of Twitter, 
#selfabsorptionforever.

Christina Howald, 9:
“Chocolate ice cream 
because it’s so good.”

Carl Hardke, 10:
“Ice cream sandwiches 
because they take me 
back to my favorite 
childhood memories.”

Nick Graham, 9:
“Drumstick because 
it’s good on a hot sum-
mer day.”

Nick Sams, 11:
“Choco taco because 
it’s a mix of Mexican 
and dessert.”

Greg Soehnlen, 10:
“Strawberries with 
whipped cream drizzled 
with chocolate because 
it’s romantic.”

frozen treat and why?

Justin Rembielak, 11:
“Rocket pops, because 
they’re spunky and they 
taste delicious.”



the viking views  | 05.20.2011

|e
nt

er
ta

in
m

en
t

22

Katy Perry
Whether you are a California girl or extra 
terrestrial you will not want to miss out 
on Katy Perry’s California Dreams Tour 
this summer. Perry has been topping 
all the charts since the release of her 
album “Teenage Dream” last year. 
Tickets for this much anticipated tour 
are going fast so be sure to get yours 
now to secure your seat at one of the 
hottest concerts of the summer.
 

Britney SPearS
Britney Spears is an artist who has been 
around for almost as long as many of 
us have been listening to music. Spears 
announced she will bring the Femme 
Fatale Tour to Cleveland July 26. She 
will be touring with Nicki Minaj, who is 
fairly new to the scene.

VanS WarPed tour
For those of you looking for a great 
concert that is sure to please everyone 
check out the Vans Warped Tour. The 
tour includes over 100 bands ranging in 
genre from scream to hip-hop so there 
is sure to be something for everyone. 
This summer kicks off the sixteenth 
annual Vans Warped Tour. The tour will 
take place at Blossom Music Center 
July 20.

Glee
The television show that many tune 
in weekly to watch is heading out on 
tour. The tour will feature the actors in 
character and is sure to please. They 
will perform songs from the show and 
their various CD’s. The Glee: Live Tour 
comes to the Quicken Loans Arena 
June 14.

SuMMer
guide

ENTERTAINMENT

CoMMentary By Jenn ShaW
as the school year begins to wind down, many stu-
dents begin to focus on the upcoming summer vaca-
tion and begin wondering how they are going to spend 
their summer. Well, have no fear. this is your guide so 
that this summer will not be a boring one.

concerts and tours
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movie releases

This summer the third installment of 
the “Transformers” movie series is set 
to come out, starring Shia LaBeouf, 
who plays the main character, Sam 
Witwicky. This is the final movie in the 
series and is sure to please. Be sure to 
see this at Tinseltown starting July 1.

05.20.2011  | the viking views

This summer the Harry Potter series we 
all grew up with comes to a close with 
the release of the final movie. Deathly 
Hallows will definitely be one everyone 
is talking about. How will the famous 
feud between Potter and Voldemort 
end? Head to the movie theater July 
15 to find out.

The Green Lanterns are here this sum-
mer and their goal is to protect the 
future of the Earth when a new villain 
steps into the picture. This thriller is 
based on the DC Comics’ comic book. 
It hits the big screen June 17 so do not 
miss out.

This summer Disney’s Cars is back and 
this time it is international. Cars goes 
overseas when Lightning McQueen 
and Mater compete in the World Grand 
Prix. Throughout the movie the two 
grow closer. This will be a great movie 
to take anyone of all ages to starting 
June 24.

cd releases

The punk pop band All Time Low is 
back and set to release their newest 
album, “Dirty Work,” June 7. Their last 
CD release was nearly a year ago with 
“Nothing Personal.” The new album is 
set to include 11 songs, one of which 
has already been released. For ev-
eryone who enjoys punk pop music, 
check out this CD.

After winning American Idol nearly 
three years ago, David Cook is finally 
back with a second album titled “This 
Loud Morning.” The new CD includes 
twelve songs and is set to be released 
June 28.

 
Country artist Brad Paisley is set to re-
lease his new album, “This Is Country 
Music,” May 23. The much anticipated 
album includes 15 songs. For all the 
country music fans, this CD is a must.

Indie Rock band Death Cab for Cutie 
has announced the release of their 
album “Codes and Keys” for May 31. 
This album follows a three year gap in 
which they produced no music, which 
only adds to the anticipation of the 
new CD.

Everyone’s favorite group of men is 
back, and they are in more trouble than 
ever. May 26 the guys from “The Hang-
over” take the big screen again and 
this time they are headed to Thailand. 
When these guys get together laughter 
is a given so be sure to check it out 
and start your summer off right.

The movies we all watched as a kid that 
made us wish we were spies are back 
with the fourth movie in the series. The 
movie comes out Aug. 19 and is per-
fect if you wish to reminisce about your 
childhood.

 harry Potter and 
the deathly halloWS: 

Part ii

tranSforMerS: 
darK of the Moon

Green lantern

CarS 2

the hanGoVer Part ii
SPy KidS 4: all the 
tiMe in the World

all tiMe loW daVid CooK

Brad PaiSley

death CaB for Cutie
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Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
of Stark County, Ohio, Inc.

Joe L. Carpenter, DMD
Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

6653 Frank Ave. NW
North Canton, Ohio 44720

       330. 498.9920
Fax 330.498.9921





 of Ohio L.L.C.














Prom Night
10% off all dinners

Reservations for 6 or more accepted

10% off all catering for Graduation Parties
Mention this ad for discount.

1107 N. Main Street
North Canton
330-499-1247

Mon., Wed., Thur-Sat: 11am - 9pm
Sunday: 12 noon - 7pm
Closed Tuesday

 

To schedule call 
1-800-966-7832

Go on-line to www.
stanleysteemer.com

Residential & Commercial Service
Air Duct Cleaning 

Carpet & Furniture Cleaning
New Carpet Sales & Repair

Commercial Tile Floor Refi nishing
Tile & Grout Cleaning & Sealing
24hour Water Damage Extraction

LIVING BRINGS IT IN. WE TAKE IT OUT

Serving 
Summit, Stark, 

Portage, Wayne,
Tuscarawes, Carroll 

and
Holmes Counties

 Coupon not valid with any other offer.  Coupon not for sale.  One 
coupon per person per visit.  Closed  Sundays.  

 Chick-fi l-A®, Eat Mor Chikin®, the Chick-fi l-A® cow and Waffl e 
Potato Fries® are trademarks of CFA Properties, Inc.

 Valid at: Chick-fi l-A® at Belden Village Free Standing 
Unit(Across from Target at Kohl’s Plaza)

 Please use by: May 30,2011

Free Chick-fi l-A® Chicken 
Sandwich

with the purchase of medium Waffl e Potato Fries®
and medium drink.
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Students stay up for late night TV

Late night television is a vast 
landscape, but the main images 
people seem to conjure up are of talk 

show hosts continually cracking jokes with 
a band playing somewhere on set. Conan 
O’Brien, Jay Leno and David Letterman 
are just a few examples of this select breed 
of late night television.

On the Yahoo News Network, Walt 
Crocker said late night TV used to be 
much different. Before, people followed 
the late-night personalities closely 
and tracked what they did such as 
marriages, hobbies and even what 
they had for dinner.

“Then David Letterman came 
along and arguably changed the 
late night format,” Crocker said. “It 
wasn’t so much interviews with him 
but a lot of cutting edge comedy as well.”

However, junior Sam Blike said late 
night TV has always relied on interviews 
and comedic observations.

“I haven’t watched late night TV for 
very long, but I think [the format] has 
stayed fairly consistent,” Blike said. “They 
have adopted a consistent formula.”

Recently,  it seems there has been an 
explosion of late night TV personalities. 
Some, like Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert, 
specifically target the news. Others, like 
Jay Leno, rely on wit.

“Conan would have to be my favorite 
late night personality,” Blike said. “He’s 
pretty funny, and makes things throughout 
the world seem humorous.”

Junior Emily Everett said she enjoys 

late night comedy’s satire.
“There’s a lot of business in late 

night television,” she said. “People have 
different tastes and want a variety of 
programming.”

According to the Yahoo News Network, 
competition has become more of a factor 
with the dawn of so many media outlets. 
Late night greats of the past never had to 
deal with video games and the internet. 

“I like to watch sitcoms and the like 
when I get a free moment,” Blike said. “I 
watch the ones on Nick at Nite and TBS 

offers great shows like The Office.”
All of that aside, Blike said he wished 

he could change a few things involved in 
late night TV. 

“Personally, I wish some of the 
comedians would be less crude,” he said. 
“Some of the jokes are funny, but some are 
just plain dumb.”

Conversely, Everett said she believes 
society has become more accepting of this 
crudeness.

“I have noticed that late night television 
has become more inappropriate,” she 
said. “I think people are becoming more 
accepting of late night comedy and now 
they aren’t as strict as they used to be.”

Everett also said night time programs do 
not have to be quite as careful.

“Daytime TV must always consider the 
younger audience that is still awake,” she 
said.

However, many are attracted to a 
different type of TV shows. Blike said he 
only watches late night TV passively.

“I mainly watch cartoons like Family 
Guy at night,” he said. “When I’m not 
paying much attention, I’ll leave a show 
like Jay Leno on, but when I’m actively 
watching, I’ll change the channel to another 
show. Sometimes, I’ll even catch some 
sports like the NBA playoffs.”

Everett agreed but said she loves 
sketch comedies like the ones in 
Saturday Night Live. 

“I really like the weekend update,” 
she said. “They hand out the news, 
and sadly, that’s how I get most of 
my updates.”

In the Huffington post, Brad 
Agate lamented the influence of late-night 
TV may be waning.

“Late night talk shows have been around 
since the 1950s, and you wonder if they are 
getting passe with the viewing public,” 
Agate said.

Accordingly, Blike said these late night 
shows are relaxing to watch even though he 
does not watch them regularly.

“It’s like watching the news, but it is 
more interesting and less in depth,” he 
said.

In conclusion, Crocker said he was a 
much bigger fan of late night TV when 
hosts like Johnny Carson and Ed McMahon 
were around.

“Unfortunately, the greats are all gone,” 
he said.

Clint Yoos
Staff Writer

“There’s a lot of business in late night 
television. People have different tastes 
and want a variety of programming.”

– Emily Everett

nv

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT



the viking views  | 05.20.2011

| e
nt

er
ta

in
m

en
t

26

Reviews

Jennifer Lopez
Love?

– Kyle Marcus

 Colbie Caillat
All of You

Beastie Boys
Hot Sauce Committee Part Two

– Morgan Hoover

Colbie Caillat, who is a part of Universal Republic Records, claimed her fame through Myspace. 
She then released her debut single “Bubbly” and it quickly grew to number five on the Billboard 
charts. Caillat has also worked with Jason Mraz and has done a cover of “Kiss the Girl.” Colbie 

Caillat’s new album, “All of You” will never leave your head. Her song, “I Do,” isn’t quite about marriage, 
but just the feeling of wanting a boyfriend. Her song, “What If,” was in the movie “Letters to Juliet,” and 
describes a day of being in love.  This CD is for the girl who always dreams of getting the guy she wants 
or simply being happy about the guy she already has. Also, in the song, “Before I Let You Go,” she says 
the moment you lose your crush or love, you need to work things out. This is a good album if you have 
relationship problems or someone is always on your mind; her songs wrap around everyone’s different 
situations and are very easy to relate to, especially for the hopelessly romantic girl. Even if you haven’t 
been a fan of hers before, this album is sure to be enjoyable.

Make some noise! The Beastie Boys are yet again blessing you with their new album, “Hot Sauce 
Committee Part Two.” This outrageous rap group keeps up the flow that they are so well known 
for by opening the album with “Make Some Noise.” It pulls you in, pumps you up and makes 

you plead for more. Don’t fear though, because you will get so much more; the combination of low beats 
and the flow pouring from their mouth will definitely send chills through your body. They also managed 
to deliver a beautiful variety within the album; albums can often become very boring very quickly, but not 
for the Beastie Boys. So here’s a little something for you, as long as you are ready for the talent that will 
wash through your body, this album will cure all dull moments and get you on your feet immediately. The 
Beastie Boys deliver a spicy album with “Hot Sauce Committee.” Be careful or you may get burned.

– Jesse Sanchez-Strauss

 Fleet Foxes
Helplessness Blues

– Xavier Carr

Fleet Foxes return with their second album, “Helplessness Blues.” It would be easy to glance at this 
album and pass it off as pretentious folk nonsense, but that would be an unfair judgment of what is 
actually a monster of a release. “Helplessness Blues” has received critical acclaim in the few weeks 

it has been out and deservingly so — there is not one mediocre track on the album. Fleet Foxes get started 
with “Montezuma,” a fan favorite on the album. The lyrics, “Oh, how could I dream of such a selfless and 
true love? Could I wash my hands of just looking out for me?” are wonderfully sad and frostbitten. On the 
other hand, the music remains solemnly sweet and soft, creating a pleasant dissonance virtually no other 
band could execute. The eight minute epic, “The Shrine/An Argument,” is a prime display of the band’s 
talent and winds down the already mellow album. “Helplessness Blues” is a catchy, unique and appealing 
album. This is definitely the best album of 2011 so far.

As a recent mother and wife to latino flavor Marc Anthony, one would think Jenny would have 
retired from the block. But now in 2011, Jennifer Lopez herself is back in full force. Not only 
did she snag a gig as a host on American Idol, but her first single off her new album, “Love?” 

called “On The Floor” has dominated the charts for weeks. The album as a whole is more dance-oriented 
than ever and “On The Floor” is just the beginning of infectious pop beats and spicy rhythmic flow. 
Surprisingly, one of the best tracks on the album is a bonus track called “Hypnotico,” which was co-
written by Lady Gaga. The track features catchy hooks and a candy pop chorus about hypnotizing boys on 
the dance floor. While the next single off the album called “I’m Into You” features Lil’ Wayne and is sure 
to catch attention within the coming weeks, the entire album is a valiant pop effort. Whether you refer to 
her as J. Lo or Jenny from the block, one thing is inarguable: Jennifer Lopez is back. 
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– Katie Livick

Fast Five

– Clint Yoos
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Before deciding to see this movie, there are a few 
considerations everyone must take very seriously. Your 
senses will tingle; your muscles will shake. In fact, your 

friend and you might not know what’s going on for up to 45 minutes 
after the film ends. So, before you merrily plod along to the movie 
scene, make sure there’s a designated driver because you’re going 
to want to go fast, and you’re going to think your little Honda is the 
perfect device to mimic the “Fast Five’s” tenacious and tumultuous 
high speed heists.

First of all, the chemistry just works in this movie, and Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson has finally found an appropriate role in this 
film. I just don’t enjoy seeing some Adonis prance around in a 
tooth fairy tutu. He, and Vin Diesel for that matter, have finally 
found their element. These two shouldn’t be chasing rug rats 
around and acting like overgrown housekeepers. They need guns, 
glazed-over tan skin and fast cars. Dom Toretto (Vin Diesel), Brian 
O’Connor (Paul Walker) and Hobbs (Dwayne Johnson) create an 
impeccable trifecta, and complementing characters like Tej (Chris 
“Ludacris” Bridges) and Mia Toretto (Jordana Brewster) make this 
movie’s cast peerless. 

Even though the movie won’t end quickly (the movie lasts 
210 minutes), the film definitely flies through various rough and 

ready action sequences. Against seemingly impossible odds, 
Toretto and O’Connor fight their way through the underworld of 
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. Reyes (Joaquim de Almeida) is a corrupt 
crime lord and basically runs the city, but our harrowing duo of 
outlaws is bound and determined to bankrupt all of his coffers. 
Hobbs, a special agent for the US, is also working against Toretto 
and O’Connor because they are falsely suspected of killing some 
US feds. Will Diesel and Walker overcome these insurmountable 
odds? Well, that’s why money is going to have to be spent.

Overall, this is a great movie — for guys. Grab your best bud 
and prepare for a movie that’ll have you begging your parents for 
a fast, new Maserati.

My astronomy, sci-fi and action-loving brothers and sisters, 
prepare for a mash-up that will leave you mentally 
stocking this flick in your favorites. “Thor” is a film 

with a great combination of drama, action, humor and, of course, 
a dash of romance. 

All the Viking folklore is true; the gods exist — except they are 
not really gods. When the technologically advanced civilization 
Asgard is betrayed by another realm, Thor (Chris Hemsworth), 
who is the son and heir of King Odin (Anthony Hopkins), is 
outraged at the break in the treaty. Arrogantly, he decides to gain 
revenge despite his father’s wishes. 

Taking a group of warriors to the frost giant’s realm brings 
the two worlds to the brink of war when Thor refuses to back 
down from the leader. King Odin is so disgusted with Thor that 
he casts him to Earth, relinquishing his power and his legendary 
weapon, the hammer. When Thor is cast to Earth via a wormhole- 
creating device, a young scientist, Jane Foster (Natalie Portman), 
and her team are drawn to the storm-like effects resulting from the 
wormhole. 

Through a series of secret betrayals, Thor believes he is 
shunned by his family and will never return home. He starts to 
understand his arrogant actions, and his attitude changes for the 
better. However, he finally learns the truth when a dangerous 
power threatens everything he has learned to love.

Unexpectedly, this film was not entirely dramatic; there were 
moments when the theater was erupting in laughter, then silent 
gasps from the women at the easy-on-the-eyes look of Thor — 
how cliché. Despite the distractions, this movie was a spectacular 
display of Marvel magic. The action scenes were well-directed, 
the digital effects were extremely realistic, and it easily won a spot 
in my list of favorites. Never underestimate the ability of a person 
to change because they can, and will. All it takes is an attractive 
partner, a psychopathic machine and a couple of awesome warrior 
friends.

Thor



In lieu of 
the recent 
i m p l o s i o n 

of Kobe 
Bryant and the 
Lakers, I find 
it extremely 
pertinent to 
talk to you 
about the 
retirement of 
what I believe 
is the greatest 

coach that any professional sport has 
ever seen, Philip Douglas Jackson. 
Approptiately nicknamed the “Zen 
Master,” Jackson obtained 11 
championships as a professional 
coach; it’s hard to deny his 
noteworthiness. I’m not even going 
to mention the two championships 
he was able to win as a player.

But first, I was rather 
disappointed with his final series as 
a coach. I don’t know what occured 
in L.A., but something was happening in 
that locker room, and I doubt we’ll ever 
know what it was. However, I thought the 
Zen Master would be able to manage the 
team better. Nevertheless, even though 
Phil might have let some things slide in 
his final season, the Mavericks played a 
wonderful series, and I must give them 
credit for a victory they whole-heartedly 
deserved. I just wish the Lakers would 
have lost more gracefully. There was no 
justification for such bush league actions 
(but I can understand their frustration—I 
had five bucks on them to go play LeBron 
in the finals!).

But be that as it may, it was only 
one small dark spot on an otherwise 
sparkling résumé. Think about it. Eleven 
championships! I’m not sure we’ll see 
any other coach come anywhere close to 
that in this or our next lifetime. 

Now, people have said that Phil is simply 
just the luckiest coach ever. And this is 
true. Anyone who gets to coach players 
like Michael Jordan, Kobe Bryant and 
Shaquille O’Neal is extremely fortunate. 
But a child with a large inheritance from 
his parents is not always a guaranteed 

success. Many don’t utilize the tools and 
resources they’ve been given to their full 
potential. Phil Jackson, needless to say, 
is not one of those people.

Before Mr. Jackson arrived in Chicago, 
Michael Jordan was a tremendous talent. 
Conversely, he had accrued a staggering 
total of zero championships. Quite simply, 
the game’s greatest player wouldn’t 
share the basketball – at least not until 
Phil arrived. 

Jackson implemented a system, and 
a complex one at that. Most players say 
that the triangle offense is one of the 
hardest things to learn and understand, 
but the triangle is Jackson’s trademark 

and his most effective tool. It gets even 
the most amazing players to move the 
ball and place the team above all else. It 
quickly became the formula for success. 
Jordan, Pippen and the Bulls made 
winning championships look easy as they 
were able to win six of them over the next 
10 years.

And if that’s not 
enough, I would love to 
see anyone else tackle 
the next task Phil had 
to face. Imagine being 
in a locker room with 
two of the biggest 
egos you know. Now, 
imagine these two 
select people with 
talent to back up their 
fallacious claims. 

Now, guess what. 
You’re in a locker room 
with Kobe Bryant and 
Shaquille O’Neal. Phil, 
in addition to being a 
master strategist, is 
an excellent manager 
of egos. Appropriately, 
I mean no disrespect 
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two
“I’m not even going to mention the

championships he won as a player.”

He’s finally done it all
for either of these NBA legends, but 
admittedly, each of them had their own 
way of doing things. In their prime, to 
get them to cooperate for a short period 
of time was an enormous challenge, let 
alone for three straight seasons. Phil 
advanced the already storied Laker 
franchise considerably and the Lakers 
won’t be satisfied until they catch up to 
Boston.

These accomplishments will not be 
soon forgotten. Obviously, Phil’s recent 
exploits with the Lakers won’t be soon 
forgotten. With the exception of this last 
series against Dallas, the last three years 
have been a spectacular run—one that 

will resonate for a long time to 
come. 

So, kudos to you, Phil Jackson. 
You’ve set forth an example that 
many will try to follow. You’ve joined 
the elite—the John Woodens that 
came before my time. Some say 
that you’ll come back and coach 
again in a year, but I don’t believe 

it. You have done everything, and your 
limits are not just basketball-related. You 
have other interests, and besides, you’ve 
surpassed just about everyone. If you 
come back and win another three, there 
won’t be anyone who will ever catch up to 
you. And we don’t want that, do we?
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n (Clockwise from top left) Senior Josh England locks in 
defensively as the Medina's offense tries to get in position. 
The boys won 10-9. n Sophomore Ally Farrah steps up 
to the plate as she gets ready to bat against the GlenOak 
Golden Eagles. The girls softball team won 8-1. n In a game 
against Akron Ellet, senior Josh McDearmon attempts to 
knock the ball deep. The boys won 12-2. n Senior Laura 
Wheeler pitches the ball to a teammate in the school’s pow-
derpuff game. The juniors came away victorious 20-14.
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