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The Viking Views is a student-run newspaper 

produced 10 times a year to approximately 1,900 
students and staff, as well as members of the com-
munity. As student editors make content decisions 
independently of the school’s staff and administra-
tion, the paper is considered a forum for student 
opinion. It is therefore exempt from prior review or 
restraint in both principle and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encour-
aged. Letters must be signed, but, upon request, 
they may be published anonymously at the discre-
tion of the staff. The Viking Views reserves the right 
to edit letters for space and content in order to main-
tain the paper’s high standards against obscenity, 
libelous material, and personal attacks. Letters that 
exhibit a blatant disregard for such standards will not 
be considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a major-
ity of the editorial board. No one individual may be 
held responsible for the opinions expressed therein. 
Signed editorials and columns reflect the opinion 
of the writer and not The Viking Views, adviser or 
school. The Viking Views takes all measures possible 
to make a clear distinction between fact and opinion 
in all news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views will print 
retractions as they are brought to the attention of the 
staff.                       
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dear readers,
Spring is in the air, and as Ohio-

ans, we all know what that means: 
rain and cold. Just another item to 
add to the list of things many of us 
have of what we do not like about 
North Canton.

Many of us would like to pop 
the little bubble we live in here in 
Northeast Ohio, and many have 
succeeded in doing just that. 

Some have moved on to be 
celebrity hair stylists, some have 
become sound technicians, some 
have gone on to star in cable televi-
sion shows and some have moved 
on and gained little notoriety.

And just as many have left North 
Canton, many have come here to 
search for new opportunities and 
find new beginnings.

However much you may dislike 
this little city we live in, though, 
there can be a lot of opportunities 
for those who make the best of it.

Although not for everyone, 

North Canton is the perfect place 
for many of its residents. Our 
school system is among the best in 
the state and North Canton strives 
to look and feel like a welcoming, 
warm community. 

We live in the close vicinity of 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame, The 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Ce-
dar Point, just to name a few. 

Even though we’ve named 
North Canton a bubble, that is not 
necessarily a bad thing. Bubbles 
can be comfortable, they may have 
family in them and they suit many 
people. 

Just like any place in the world, 
North Canton is not for everyone. 
If you’re looking for hustle and 
bustle and excitement, you may 
just want to move on, which is fine 
too. There’s a place in the world for 
everyone, and part of high school, 
college and beyond is figuring out 
what that place is.

On The Cover
whether you choose to stay inside or follow the ar-
rows to a greater beyond, the bubble of North Can-
ton is here to stay. ILLUSTRATION BY ANDREW KRIGLINE

your editors,
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Marine biology travels to the Bahamas

Some Hoover students recently went 
on the trip of a lifetime. The Marine 
Biology class went to Andros Island 

from April 8 through 16.
Junior Tess Johnson said she enjoyed 

the trip.
“It was amazing,” she said. “[It was] 

one of the best weeks of my life. It’s one of 
those things you always remember.” 

One of the advisors of the trip, Mr. Steve 
Wood, said the trip went well. 

 “The trip was amazing,” he said. “It 
was one of the best years ever.” 

Junior Mary Kucyk also said she had 
fun.

“It [was] the ultimate field trip,” she 
said.

 Wood said many people were involved 
with the class. With the advisors and 
students from both Jackson and Hoover, 
there were 42 people.

“We had one of the largest [groups] 
we’ve ever taken,” he said. 

Although there were many people, Wood 
said it did not negatively affect the trip. 

“It was a large group, but they were well 
behaved,” he said. “[They] worked well 
together.” 

Johnson agreed. 
“[I liked] meeting other people from 

other schools and meeting new friends,” 
she said.

Wood said most students woke up to see 
the sunrise around 6:30 am. Crawford was 
one of them. 

“The sunrise out on Andros was just 
phenomenal,” he said.

Wood said while the students were there, 
they did a lot of snorkeling, boating, went on 
both land and water trips and experienced 
the culture of the island. Kucyk said the 
food was also a highlight. 

“One of the days we went out to a little 
restaurant and they had some seafood you 
wouldn’t normally eat,” she said. “It was 
good.” 

Wood said some years the snorkeling is 
not as good as others, but this year that was 
not the case.

“The snorkeling was really good because 
of the weather,” he said. 

However, Wood said there was one 
negative aspect of the trip.

“The only bad thing was the bugs,” he 
said. 

Wood said to prepare for the trip, 
students went to class every Wednesday 
night from 6:00 to 9:00 pm. Johnson said it 
took up a lot of time.

“It was your whole Wednesday night 
dedicated to Marine Biology,” she said. 

She also said it required a lot of work 
but was manageable.

“We had to memorize a ton of algeas 
and coral,” she said. “If you kept up with 
homework and paid attention in class, you 
would be fine.”

Wood agreed the class was hard but said 
it prepared the students for going on the 
trip.

“They had pretty intense training before 
they even steeped foot on the island,” he 
said. “They really work hard.” 

Crawford said the information they 
learned in class helped them when they 
were on the island.

Emily Jakowski
Staff Writer

“When you’re swimming around you 
know what you’re looking at,” he said.

Johnson agreed.
“You know what not to touch,” she 

said.
Wood said the class is a good 

experience.
“I think the class is beneficial because 

they are able to see things that are so 
original,” he said. “Whatever we are seeing 
might not be around in years to come.” 

Johnson said she joined the class because 
she was thinking about a career in Marine 
Biology.

“I’ve always had an interest with going 
into the profession and I though it would be 
a good opportunity,” she said. 

Kucyk had a different reason.
“I like being outdoors and being at the 

beach and being in the water,” she said. “I 
feel really comfortable in it.” 

Johnson said students should only take 
the class if they are interested in the topic.

“I think they actually have to have an 
interest [in Marine Biology],” she said.

Wood said the students overall enjoyed 
the experience. 

“The students all said they didn’t want 
to go,” he said. “I’ve never had a student 
come back saying, ‘This was a waste of 
time.’”

Crawford agreed.
“[It was] life changing,” he said. “The 

whole experience was phenomenal.”

n (From left) The Marine Biology class 
poses for a picture in front of the ocean. 
n Senior Lauren Moore snorkels under-
water. The group traveled to Andros Is-
lands April 8 to 16. 
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Over the course of the past month, 
the United States has become 
involved in the uprising in Libya, 

which began in February 2011. 
In order to justify U.S. involvement 

in Libya, President Obama said the U.S. 
cannot stand by and allow the lives of 
innocent people be destroyed by Moammar 
Qaddafi.

“Our military mission is narrowly 
focused on saving lives,” Obama said in a 
March 28 press conference.

According to cbsnews.com, although 
the U.S. intially got involved to protect 
Libya’s citizens, the airstrikes may now be 
benefitting the rebels. 

In his press conference, Obama said he 
is concerned with the safety of Libyans, as 
well as the effects this uproar could have 
on the American people, according to 
cbsnews.com.

“The United States has an important 
strategic interest in preventing Qaddafi 
from overrunning those who oppose him,” 
Obama said in his press conference. “A 
massacre would have driven thousands of 

Paiton Swope
Staff Writer

additional refugees across Libya’s borders, 
putting enormous strains on the peaceful 
—yet fragile—transitions in Egypt and 
Tunisia. I am convinced that a failure to act 
in Libya would have carried a far greater 
price for America.”

However, some Americans, like AP 
Government teacher Mr. Glenn Cummings, 
are concerned the president has overstepped 
his boundaries in taking this approach to 
assist Libya. 

“The biggest thing is deciding if Obama 
has followed through channels and is he has 
overstepped his boundaries with Congress,” 
Cummings said. “[The] bottom line is, was 
this a Constitutional act?” 

On the other hand, some Americans 
believe the U.S. is not doing enough to 
help. Among these citizens is White House 
spokesman, Jay Carney, who, according to 
cnn.com, said NATO has the full potential 
to aid Libya, and the U.S. does not plan to 
up their support in any way. He also said if 
NATO needs help and request it from the 
U.S., it would be seriously considered. 

With the approaching election, 
Cummings said the situation in Libya 
might be a problem for the incumbent in 

campaigning.
“He needed to have provided support to 

Libya, because he campaigned on having 
an open government,” Cummings said.

According to Cummings, during 
Obama’s time as a senator, he criticized 
other presidents for not presenting their 
case to Congress first. 

“The president does not have the power 
under the Constitution to unilaterally 
authorize a military attack in a situation 
that does not involve stopping an actual 
or imminent threat to the nation,” Obama 
told the Boston Globe in 2008. “History 
has shown us time and again ... that 
military action is most successful when it is 
authorized and supported by the legislative 
branch.”

Cummings agreed.
“He has every potential to win and 

the Republicans need to be careful,” 
Cummings said. “Obama can be beaten, but 
not easily. His main issue will be his whole 
presidency was not open. He campaigned 
on an open government, but we find him 
reacting instead of leading ... Looking back 
in history, even Jefferson went back on his 
campaign policy in buying Louisiana.”

Conflicts rise in Middle East
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Government threatens to shut down

Natural disasters, wars and nuclear 
proliferation are regular threats 
to almost all nations, but there is 

generally an increased familiarity with 
those areas due to their media prominence. 
The threat of a government shutdown is not 
quite as typical and the term itself implies a 
shutdown of the government, but the entire 
government does not actually shut down.

According to an April 6 article on 
cbsnews.com, activities and workers 
considered essential will continue to 
function. For example, food inspection 
and components of homeland security 
such as border control are necessary for 
public safety. This means they would ensue 
throughout the duration of a government 
shutdown. 

National parks and monuments, on the 
other hand, would be closed since they 
are not necessary to provide for any sort 
of public safety. Workers continuing their 
job throughout the shutdown would not 
receive their pay until the shutdown had 
passed. Even then, Congress would have to 
pass legislation allowing this, which could 
take up to two months, and it would not be 
guaranteed.

Government teacher Mrs. Alberta 

Bowman said she 
thinks it is aggravating 
for citizens. For those 
without a passport and 
wishing to leave the 
country, they would 
not be able to receive 
one in order to do so, 
she said.

“It has happened 
in the past; in the 
‘80s and ‘90s, we 
had government 
shutdowns,” Bowman 
said. “It’s frustrating 
for the American public.”

She said it is a good demonstration 
of how our government is currently 
polarized.

“It just shows a little bit of division 
politically and the rancor 
between the two parties,” she 
said. “It shows the division and 
how difficult it is to compromise 
on extending the national 
budget.”

Although Bowman said she 
thinks the government shutdown 
is an accumulation of political 

division and national problems, senior D.J. 
Coblentz said it is a “joint problem.”

“Both the parties, I feel, were trying to 
push their agenda and also help the people,” 
Coblentz said.

Even though he said no one in particular 
is to blame for the government shutdown, 
Coblentz said he thinks both parties were 
“childish” in their handling of it.

“Not only is our government not 
representing us like they’re supposed to, 

but they can’t function as a team,” Coblentz  
said. “They can’t work together to solve the 
problems that face America.”

He said he thinks government needs to 
work harder to function together, and if 
they do not, it will affect us negatively.

“If our government can’t work together 
to solve issues, how on earth are we going 
to be diplomatic and help other countries?” 
Coblentz said.

Bowman said people know there are 
political differences when it comes to 
spending and handling both the budget and 
debt.

“We know there are differences in how 
government should spend money, but we 
would hope they would be a little more civil 
with something like the national budget,” 
she said.

She also said she thinks planning is 
important and not only yearly planning, but 
long range planning as well.

“We can’t just plan year to year, we have 
to plan ahead,” Bowman said.

Even though she said she thinks planning 
is important, she said this does not make 
planning fool-proof.

“You can plan but the best of plans are 
sometimes thrown to the wind when you 
have crisis situations arise,” Bowman said. 

Overall, Coblentz said he thinks 
government needs to serve the people and 
remember how they were elected in the 
first place.

“[Government needs to] remember 
their place,” he said. “They’re not there 
because of their own doing, they are there 
because the people thought they could help 
them as a nation… It seems now they’re 
taking advantage of their ranks and their 
positions. They just need to remember 
they’re supposed to do what is best for the 
people and not themselves.”

Xavier Carr
Staff Writer

“Both the parties, I feel, were try-
ing to push their agenda and also 
help the people”

–D.J. Coblentz
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Disasters cause turmoil in Japan

Earthquakes and a tsunami took the 
lives of 13,392 people March 11 in 
southern Japan, according to CNN.

com. An additional 15,133 people are 
unaccounted for and around 151,000 are 
staying in 23,000 shelters across Japan.

Geographically speaking, the earthquake 
and tsunami hit hardest down the east coast 
to Yokohama, according to CNN.com. Even 
though all of the physical damage was done 
to the east coast, others throughout the 
country were affected as well.

Lindsay Ragusa attends Ohio University 
but is studying Japanese at their school in 
southern Japan. Although she said she was 
not directly affected by the disasters, she 
said she still shares the pain of the rest of 
the country.

“Where I am in Japan, it is like nothing 
ever happened,” she said. “All you hear is 
the news. It is normal life. It has emotional 
ups and downs now [and] most of my good 
friends live in Tokyo. I am completely safe 
but my friends could be in harms way.”

Though she said she worries for her 
friends in areas closer to the earthquakes 
and tsunami, Ragusa said it is completely 
different in the south than the north.

“Everyone here is fine,” she said. “It is 
normal in southern Japan. No blackouts, no 
fear of radiation, no fear of lack of food. 
It is completely normal. It is the complete 

opposite of the north.”
Areas all over the world are susceptible 

to earthquakes such as the one in Japan, 
though science teacher Mr. Jeff Pickle said 
Japan was hit especially hard.

“It was such a big earthquake in Japan 
because of the forces that had built up in the 
plates and their proximity to the epicenter,” 
he said. “There was an earlier quake that 
preceded the big one but they thought the 
next quake was going to be a smaller quake 
and in 19 out of 20 times this would have 
been the situation. In other words, this hit 
them blindside because of the odds 
of it being bigger were very slim 
so no one was expecting it. Japan 
is in an area where three different 
plates come together so they have 
earthquakes very frequently.”

Though Japan’s geography made 
it more susceptible to natural disasters than 
other areas, physics teacher Mr. Darrell 
Woods said a similar event could occur 
here in the United States.

“A tsunami that could reach into 
the Gulf of Mexico could wipe out the 
cities that are below the level of the 
ocean,” he said. “Think about the damage 
the hurricane surge did in New Orleans and 
the surrounding areas.  Now try to imagine 
what a tsunami would do to those areas.  
The Gulf has a natural protection due to 
the protruding land masses at its entrance 
from the Atlantic Ocean, but it is not totally 

protected from the effects of a tsunami.”
Pickle said the U.S. is also in danger of 

a similar earthquake due to “the stress that 
built up along the San Andreas fault in the 
Pacific northwest due to the subducting 
ocean plate and continental plate.” 

 While America has yet to see any 
disasters in relation to the events in Japan, 
citizens have been affected in other ways. 

Ragusa said since she was not hurt she is 
doing what she can to help the relief.

“I am not allowed to go to northern 
Japan; all I can do is donate money and 

food,” she said. “I am currently being 
forced by Ohio University to leave the 
country because Japan is too dangerous, so 
I donated all the food I bought.”

Aside from the international relief they 
have been given, the Japanese cope with 
their sorrow in their own way.

“Japanese do not mourn long,” Ragusa 
said. “They move on because you cannot 
cry about the dead forever. You need to 
continue working and helping those who 
are living. People will work through their 
sadness and not show their pain. It is the 
Japanese way.”

“I am completely safe but my 
friends could be in harms way.”

– Lindsay Ragusa

Jesse Sanchez-Strauss
Staff Writer
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Baran nationally 
recognized for art

A majority of people work hours everyday to achieve their 
farfetched goals and rarely receive national praise and 
recognition. Most of the time, those who are honored do so 

with the help of lessons and trainers. 
Senior Rachel Baran broke this mold when she won a Gold Key as 

part of the National Scholastic Awards for a photograph she took and 
edited after winning Gold Key at the regional contest.

Baran said she was surprised she won the award due to her lack of 
experience.

“I’m not actually in a photography class,” Baran said. “My photos 
just go on Flickr.”

However, her mother Mrs. Janet Baran said Baran has been gaining 
experience in photography since she was a young child when she first 
showed an interest in the artform.

“Rachel’s favorite toy when she was little was a plastic camera that 
gave out plastic pieces like a Polaroid camera,” she said. “She played 
with it all the time.”

Baran said her interest in photography spiked once she received a 
digital camera for the band’s trip to Disney World last year.

“I took pictures of flowers and really cliché things,” Baran said. 
“Then I edited them on Picnik. I later made a Flickr account to upload 
my edits so people on Facebook wouldn’t have to look at them.”

Though Baran said she thinks her art began as cliché, her mother 
described her art in a much different way.

“She does very interesting, different self portraits,” she said. 
“They’re really unique to her. She has a gift for photoshop.”

This gift is the reason Baran’s parents said they try to let her do 
her own thing.

“We’ve tried to stay out of her way,” Janet Baran said. “We don’t 
want to try to influence her and send her in the opposite direction.”

Though they do not get involved in her art, Baran’s parents said 
they always support her and are proud of her accomplishments, 
especially when they were told about this latest award.

“I’m on the regional committee for the award and the chairman 
showed to me on a 
big screen,” Janet 
Baran said. “I started 
crying in front of the 
entire committee.”

Baran’s reaction 
was just as 
heartwarming.

“My mom told 
me when I came 
home from school 
and hugged me,” 
she said. “It took 
a while for me to 
realize that I made 
one of the top pieces 
of art in the country, 
which is amazing.”

Kelsea Daniluk
Staff Writer
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RACHEl BARAN

n Hoover band and orchestra members 
left April 27 for Boston. They performed 
at a festival April 29 as part of their trip.

n North Canton Playhouse will be pre-
senting “From Script to You: 2011 New 
Works Festival” from May 6-15.

n HVMA will perform May Fiesta in 
Hoover Hall May 13-15. Choir members 
of all ages throughout the district will per-
form in the annual show.

n Hoover Math students competed in the 
Stark Mathematics Challenge April 16 
at Kent State University, Stark Campus. 
Senior Kyle Griswold was the individual 
winner out of 80 participants and a team 
that consisted of juniors and seniors 
placed first in the county.

n HVMA will be presenting Senior Spec-
tacular May 7. Senior choir members will 
perform starting at 7 pm in Hoover Hall.

n Hoover students Tanner Schwab, Amy 
Steinhebel and Maranda Wilson will be 
competing in the Exceptional Olympics 
May 6.

n Hoover’s symphonic and concert 
bands will have their concert May 4. 
Hoover’s freshman and jazz bands will 
perform May 5 in Hoover Hall at 7 pm.

n (Above) Seniors Caitlin Wozny and Kyla 
Campbell paint tiles for Super Service 
Satuday April 9. Members of National 
Honor Society took part in various service 
projects to help the community.

n Clearmount elementary teacher Mrs. 
Judy McLaughlin and Hoover music 
teacher Mr. Steve Peshek were named  
“Teacher of the Year” and “Rookie of the 
Year,” respectively, for the 2010-2011 
school year. 
 
n The National Honor Society senior of-
ficers for the 2011-2012 school year are: 
President Kate Pelini, Vice President Tay-
lor Zhang, Secretary Lauren Brumbaugh 
and Treasurer Annie Szendrey.

n “Safety for Independent Living” will be 
presented for seniors May 12 in Hoover 
Hall. Officer Bob Armstrong will be speak-
ing during the program, which will focus 
on living safely while at college.
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Keeping the Earth green
Jenn Shaw
Staff Writer

You don’t know what you got till 
it’s gone.” This quote from the 
song “Big Yellow Taxi” cannot be 

more accurate when it comes to the Earth. 
You really do not know how important our 
natural resources are until they are gone.

Career-based intervention (CBI) 
instructor Mrs. Janice McCarthy said she 
believes it is crucial to recycle. Her class 

is responsible for collecting the blue paper 
recycling bins in every classroom. Her 
students started the recycling program six 
years ago when Mr. Tom McArthur handed 
down the responsibilities. 

“Mr. McArthur is a very green 
person,” she said, “He 
cares a great deal about 
the environment.”

McCarthy said the 
CBI class collects 
the blue bins twice 
a week for three 
periods at a time 
and every two 
weeks.

“ I t ’ s 
amazing, we 
fill up the bin 
outside every 
two weeks,” 
McCarthy said.

McCarthy said 
not only does she 
recycle at school, 
she also recycles glass, 
plastics and metals at 
home.

McCarthy said she has four recycling 
bins at her home that were provided to her 

through the city of North Canton.
“In North Canton, all you have to do 

is call city hall and ask for recycling bins 
and they will be delivered to your home,” 
McCarthy said.

English teacher Mrs. Wrenn Nicodemo 
said she is also into going green to save the 
environment. She said she started going 
green over two decades ago, but has been 
recycling much longer than that.

“I’ve been green for over 20 years, 

but I can’t tell you exactly when I started 
recycling,” she said. “I’ve been recycling 
longer than I can remember, but I’m 
always reading up about how to help the 
environment and recycle items that I 

generally toss in the trash.”
Nicodemo said she got into recycling after 

reading a book about the environment.
“In the late ‘80s and early ‘90s, Al Gore, 

long before he was [vice president], wrote 
a book about the environment, which got 
me interested,” she said. “Initially, though, 
it was probably being a vegetarian back in 
1990 that led me toward caring more about 
the planet.”

Nicodemo said being a vegetarian 
opened her eyes even 
more about going green. 

“I learned how bad 
large farm factory 
practices were not only 
for the animals but also 
for the environment,” she 
said, “I was appalled.”

Nicodemo said she 
not only recycles at her 

home but also in the English and Social 
Studies work room.

“I started with aluminum cans but then 
moved on to plastic,” she said. “Now I 
recycle number five plastic, paper, cardboard 
and glass. A custodian is also collecting 
plastic for me around the building, and I 

collect plastic in my classroom.”
McCarthy said she also collects 

materials the school does not recycle 
and recycles them herself.

“I take plastic bottles home 
and recycle them,” she said.

According to the 
Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA), Americans 
use 2,500,000 plastic 
bottle every hour, and 
500,000 trees must be cut 

down each week to make the 
Sunday newspaper.

“It’s amazing how many 
trees you can save [by] recycling,” 

McCarthy said.
According to McCarthy, North 

Canton residents can recycle any and 
all materials.
“North Canton is very proactive,” 

McCarthy said.

ILLUSTRATION BY RACHEL BARAN
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Community members practice recycling

“I’ve been recycling longer than I can remember, 
but I’m always reading up about how to help the 
environment and recyle...” 

— Mrs. Wrenn Nicodemo



and making you understand it.”
Cindea said she believes one of Hess’s 

strongest suits as a student is her focus.
“She always gets the job done no matter 

what life is throwing at her,” she said. “I can’t 
believe how many people in the last three 
years have said to me, ‘I want to be like Jess 
Hess.’”

Hess and her mother agreed one of her 
best qualities is her compassion.

“I can interact with a lot of different 
types of people because I don’t really care 
where they come from, or the things that are 
following them,” Hess said. “I care about 
who you are and I care about what you’ve 
gone through, but I don’t define you based on 
that.  I want to be friends with [you] for who 
[you] are.”

Cynthia Hess also said her daughter’s 
upbeat personality makes her fun to be 
around.

“She’s very compassionate, she’s very 
thoughtful and caring,” she said. “She’s also 
just funny. She’s very witty and makes us 
laugh all the time. She’s typically happy and 
joyful.”

As for her future, Hess said she hopes to 
follow a career path similar to Cindea’s and 
become a math teacher.

“I’m proud she wants to emulate me,” 
Cindea said. “We definitely have bonded. 
She’s a great kid.” nv
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Hess named Teen of  the Month
Alexa Costi
Staff Writer

Schools usually consider it a high 
honor to have one of their students 
selected as The Repository’s Teen of 

the Month. 
Hoover is celebrating its fifth Teen of 

the Month this year with the recognition of 
senior Jessica Hess, who was selected Teen 
of the Month for the month of May.

Hess said being selected as the Teen 
of the Month holds a special meaning for 
her because her sister was Hoover’s Teen 
Board president her senior year. 

“[My sister] would be so excited every 
time one of our people would win,” she 
said. “I feel pretty special.”

The recognition also holds special value 
for Hess because several of her friends 
have also been selected Teen of the Month 
this year.

“It’s been fun to celebrate because some 
of my close friends have gotten it too, so it’s 
been an achievement we can all celebrate 
that together,” she said. “I’m really excited 
about it because it’s one of those things 
where you don’t realize how bad you want 
it until it’s in your grasp.”

Hess said she believes one thing that 
stood out about her Teen of the Month 
application was the large amount of 
community service she has done.

“The things that I’m involved in with 
community service require a lot of time 
investment,” she said. 

Hess said she has taken part in a variety 
of community service activities both 

individually and through her church. For 
one of her service projects, she sponsors a 
child in the Dominican Republic and helps 
to pay for education, uniform and food for 
the family. She has also made two two-
week long trips to the Dominican to help 
teach preschool students, and is currently 
working to finish making blankets to send 
to the preschool.

“You’re building relationships with a lot 
of people for an extended amount of time,” 
she said.

Hess’s mother, Cynthia Hess, said Hess’s 
level of commitment to everything she is 
involved in is likely part of the reason she 
was selected.

“She’s very strong in everything she 
participates in,” Cynthia Hess said. “She’s 
very committed to it all.”

In her four years at Hoover, Hess has 
been a member of TI, Spanish club, math 
club, NHS, choir, Hi-Los and ran track for 
three years. She also sings in her church 
choir and participated in this year’s school 
musical.

“I’ve always felt she is very well-
rounded,” Cynthia Hess said. “She’s worked 
hard in all the different aspects, whether 
it’s sports, music or church. [Teen of the 
Month] is a nice recognition for her.”

Hess chose math teacher Mrs. Tina 
Cindea as her favorite teacher because 
she feels she is “friendly, encouraging and 
uplifting.”

“She’s really good at what she does,” 
Hess said. “She’s really knowledgeable. 
She’s really good at getting the point across 

n (From left) Senior Jessica Hess smiles 
with her dad before homecoming. n Hess 
poses for a picture with friend senior Man-
dy Wise. n Hess poses for a picture with 
her two siblings.  PHOTOS COURTESY OF JESSICA HESS 
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The Civil War, WWI, WWII, The 
Korean War, The Vietnam War; 
each one has a common feature: the 

fighters. Throughout American History, 
men and women have answered the call 
to serve their country in ways that went 
beyond wearing a yellow ribbon of support. 
That way was defending and fighting for 
freedom that belonged to others, and not 
just themselves. 

In the United States many people are 
willing to fight, and Hoover students are no 
exception. Shortly after the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, 2001, science teacher Mr. 
Jacob Saylor, then a Hoover senior, joined 
the National Guard.

Saylor said the terrorist attacks prompted 
him to protect his country, as well as other 
reasons.

“It was the first time in my life that I felt 
like the United States was under attack and 
that I had a responsibility to do something 
about it,” he said. “I felt it was necessary to 
do my part and serve my country 
and it was also a great way to get 
100 percent paid tuition to any state 
school in Ohio.”

Specialist (SPC) Brent Ziegler, a 
former Perry High School student 
who is currently deployed, said 
serving his country was one reason 
he joined the Army.

“I had no money for college, I 
wasn’t getting any where with the dead-end 
jobs I was working and I wanted to serve 
our country,” he said.

Private First Class (PFC) Adam Lux 
Cosby, deployed in the same area as Ziegler, 
said along with serving his country, the 
other offers were enticing as well.

“What prompted me to enlist were the 
benefits of being a soldier, health insurance 
for me and my daughter, a steady paycheck, 
and defending our country,” he said.

While enlisting, many, like Cosby, said 
nerves could get to him.

“I was nervous; I didn’t know what to 
expect from the military,” he said.

SPC Ben Miller of Kenton, Ohio, also 
deployed in the same area as Ziegler and 
Cosby, agreed and said he was nervous as 
well.

“The experience was pretty painless,” 

he said. “[I was] 
somewhat  nervous 
for the simple fact 
that people can tell 
you how its going 
to go but you 
never really know 
until you are doing 
it yourself.”

Ziegler said  the 
army experience 
really changed 
him.

“It was a 
life changing 
experience,” he 
said. “At first I 
was nervous because I had never been away 
from home like what was coming. I will 
admit I was a little nervous but millions of 
men and women had done it before me so I 
knew it could be done easily.”

Almost anyone can join the military, but 
before anyone can serve, Saylor said they 
must go through basic training.

“When you first join the Army you have 
to go to basic training for 11 weeks,” he said. 
“I went to Ft. Jackson South Carolina. Then 
you have to go to [Advanced Individual 
Training] (AIT)—AIT is job training 
school based upon the job you choose—so 
right after basic training I shipped to Ft. 
Rucker Alabama for 12 weeks of flight 
operations school which is the job I had 
with the National Guard.”

Ziegler said every training is specific 
to the soldier’s choice except for basic 
training, like being a mechanic.

“After basic training at Fort Benning, 
Georgia I went to AIT at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky to be a Bradley Fighting Vehicle 
Systems Maintainer,” Ziegler said. “It’s 
just a mechanic, the Army likes to make 
everything sound sophisticated. Then I 
was stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas where 

I received many hours of Combat Life 
Saving training and other miscellaneous 
trainings.”

Miller said basic training was necessary 
before any fieldwork was done, and that 
specific training was also needed.

“Beside the usual basic training and 
AIT, which is training, that is Military 
Occupation Specialties (MOS) specific, our 

training consisted of maintaining 
the vehicles for Bravo Company 
throughout the year and a 30 day field 
problem down in Louisiana around 
two months before deploying,” he 
said.

Saylor said if he was to turn back 
time and start over, that he would 
still enlist in the military.

“It was nothing but a positive 
experience for me,” he said. “In my 
opinion, all 18-year-old kids should have 
to serve for a couple years because it will 
teach them the respect, self-confidence and 
work ethic necessary to succeed in life.”

Ziegler said the Army changed his 
life for the better, and that he is proud of 
enlisting.

“I definitely would [enlist again] in 
a heartbeat,” he said. “The military has 
completely changed my entire life around 
and made me into a young man with a 
great foundation. I have learned more in 
the couple years that I have been than most 
people will have a chance to learn in ten. 
Through all of the experiences, the places 
I have been and the people I have met, I 
would have to say that joining the military 
was the single best decision I have made in 
my life.”

Answering the call of  duty
Graduated seniors go into military service

Katie Livick
Staff Writer

“I had no money for college, I 
wasn’t getting anywhere with the 
dead end jobs I was working and 
I wanted to serve our country.” 

— SPC Brent Ziegler

nv



According to Collier, every vote is 
important.

He said in local elections, oftentimes 
the vote is so close that only a few votes 
separate certain issues or candidates. 
According Collier, the election of a mayor 
in Hartville was once determined by a coin 
toss because the votes were tied.

“The fact of the matter is one vote does 
make a difference,” he said.

Scott agreed and said voting makes a 
significant impact on the 
outcome of the elections.

“I think everyone 
should get involved in 
their government and I 
think it’s very important 

to feel they can make a difference in their 
government,” she said.

Collier said first time voters should 
utilize their right to vote because they are 
affected by the outcome of every election.

“It’s a matter of if you are impacted and 
influenced by policies,” he said. “It makes 
sense that you should participate.”
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Voting for the first time
Tori Christ
Staff Writer

Hoover teens make their voices heard 

With the May 3 primary election 
just around the corner and a 
presidential election in the 

upcoming year, first time student voters are 
expressing their right to vote.

Social studies teacher Mr. Charles Collier 
said voting is essential in our country.

“I think it’s very important to vote,” he 
said. Our system does not function as well if 
we don’t have a democracy 
that participates.”

Senior Raj Kaur agreed 
with the importance of 
voting.

“I’m a US citizen and 
it’s my duty to vote,” she said.

Kaur said as a citizen, one should 
exercise his or her right to vote.

“I think it’s important to vote because 
it’s a privilege and a right we have and 
other countries don’t have the same rights 
that we do,” she said.

Kaur said she plans to register to vote 
and to vote in an upcoming election. She 
said she plans to do thorough research 
before voting.

“I do not want to vote for the wrong 
candidate,” she said.

Collier said it is important that voters 
research the candidates and issues before 
voting. He said newspapers are a good 
source of information and voters should try 
to find non-biased information when doing 
their research.

“Find out about the issues; find out about 
the candidates,” Collier said.

Collier said the research process often 
deters possible voters from voting.

“I think a lot of people don’t vote 
because they don’t want to put forth that 
effort,” he said.

Kaur said she thinks the voting laws in 
Ohio are one of the reasons many people 
do not vote, because Ohio does not have 
same-day registration.

“I think a lot of people have very busy 
lives so I think sometimes they forget to 
register to vote,” Kaur said.

According to the Ohio Secretary of 
State website, www.sos.state.oh.us, one 
must register 30 days prior to an election in 
order to be allowed to vote in that election. 

There are many places one can register to 
vote, including public libraries, the office 
of the Secretary of State, the office of any 
of the 88 county board of elections, county 
treasurers’ offices, public high schools or 
vocational schools and a number of other 
designated offices throughout the state of 
Ohio.

Collier said the school holds a campaign 
to collect first time voters almost every 
year. 

Senior Meredith Scott registered to vote 
in her government class last year and voted 
in the election this past November. She said 
she wanted to express her right to vote. 

“I wanted to have a say in the election,” 
she said.

Scott said though she only has one vote, 
it is important.

“I think it’s important for 
everyone to feel important 
and [feel] like they have a 
say in the elections,” she 
said. “I feel [my vote] is 
important.”

Kaur said she thinks first 
time voters play an especially 
important role.

“I think it’s important 
[to vote for the first time] 
because then it becomes a 
habit,” she said.

Collier said students 
should register to vote as 
soon as they are able to.

“Be informed about 
registering to vote and as 
soon as you turn 18, register 
to vote,” he said 

Kaur said people should 
take advantage of their right 
to vote and have a say in our 
government.

“I think one should make 
a priority to vote,” she said. 
“If you don’t vote, you’re 
not really letting your voice 
be heard.”

nv

“Be informed about registering to vote and 
as soon as you turn 18, register to vote.” 

— Mr. Charles Collier
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What is something you look forward 
to every day? 
Something I look forward to everyday 
is seeing my friends because they 
always keep me in a great mood and 
are just hilarious. 

What was the last book you read? 
The last book I read was “Misguided 
Angel” from the “Blue Bloods” series. 

What is a quote you live by? 
“Laughter is the best medicine.” 

What are you afraid of? 
I’m deathly scared of spiders.
 

What are your plans after high 
school? 
My plans after high school are to go 
to college, and hopefully to medical 
school after that to be a doctor in 
either pediatrics or oncology. 

What was your favorite TV show as 
a child? 
My favorite TV show as a kid was “Kim 
Possible.” 
 

If you could destroy one thing, what 
would it be? 
If I could destroy one thing, it would 
be injustice. 

 
What do you consider your best 
quality? 
I think my best quality is optimism. I’m 
always super happy about something.

What is your favorite food?  
My favorite food is eggplant 
parmesan, and also anything 
chocolatey!

Story by Rachel Baran
Photo by Chelsea Roden
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“She’s always really happy and 
always nice to everyone.”

- Maddie Plaster

For freshman Naomi Kasturiarachi, 
an uneventful day is unheard of. 
Kasturiarachi is involved in a 

number of different activities including 
Academic Challenge and orchestra, as well 
as numerous other hobbies. 

“I guess it’s kind of dorky, but I really 
like to read,” she said. “I also play the 
violin and the piano, and I love hanging out 
with friends.”

Her father, Bathi Kasturiarachi, said 
Kasturiarachi’s involvement in orchestra 
stems from natural musical talent. 

“She can pick up an instrument and 
just start playing, because she understands 
rhythm and beat,” he said. “For instance, 
one day she just picked up the guitar and 
asked me ‘How do you hold this string?’ 
and I just told her where to hold it and in a 
few days she was playing a tune.”

Another of Kasturiarachi’s many 
activities includes gymnastics, a sport she 
has been involved in since the age of six. 
She said being part of the team has made 
her more conscious of others. 

“I’ve learned that being supportive of 
other people is just as important as doing 
stuff yourself, or achieving things on your 
own,” she said. 

Kasturiarachi said she has learned 
tenacity as well. 

“The best advice I’ve ever gotten is to 
not quit when the going gets tough, because 
eventually you’ll get to a better place,” she 
said. “A lot of people have taught me that, 
but mostly my gymnastics coach, Coach 
Aubrey.”

One of Kasturiarachi’s close friends, 
freshman Maddie Plaster said the thing she 
most admires about Kasturiarachi is her 
optimism. 

“She’s always really happy and always 
nice to everyone,” she said.

Kasturiarachi said she likes to get to 
know people before passing judgment. 

“It’s not always easy to get along with 

people you don’t like, but as long as you’re 
nice to them it gets easier to figure out,” she 
said. “As long as you’re nice to a person, 
you’ll be able to see the good in them.”

Bathi Kasturiarachi said science is 
among Kasturiarachi’s many strengths. 

“She likes doing experiments, and 
reading about science,” he said. “She’s 
very specific about what she wants to do 
in the future; I believe she wants to be a 
pediatric oncologist.” 

Plaster said she believes Kasturiarachi 
will make an outstanding doctor one day. 

“She’s very funny and can always cheer 
people up, no matter how they’re feeling 
that day,” she said. 

Bathi Kasturiarachi said it is this quality 
that makes her an important part of the 
family. 

“She’s very kind and understanding,” 

he said. “So if there’s a crisis in the house, 
the first person you go to is Naomi, because 
she has this kind of calmness in her that’s 
very soothing.”

Kasturiarachi said being part of a Sri 
Lankan family has made her life rich in 
culture.

“There’s a lot of food that we eat that’s 
different from regular food,” she said. 
“And then there’s the partying thing, where 
a lot of people that live in North Eastern 
Ohio that are also Sri Lankan come to have 
fun.”

Plaster said she enjoyed eating at the 
Kasturiarachi’s.

“I went over to her house one day and 
they had all these different Sri Lankan 
foods that were all amazingly good,” she 
said. 

Kasturiarachi said her family is 
important to her in many ways. 

“They’re also pretty crazy and bring a 
lot of excitement into my life,” she said. 
“But more importantly, they get me through 
everything and I know they’re always going 
to be there for me, no matter what.” 
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Not that she matters, but I imagine 
my wife will be a youthful brunette with 
an exotic name like Carla. Hopefully Carla 
won’t get in the way of my dream wedding. 
When it comes time for us both to cut the 
cake, Carla will absolutely not attempt 
to shove said cake in my face just so we 
can have a Kodak moment. We are not 
imbeciles! Everyone, especially Carla, will 
use proper utensils and they will like it.

Also at the reception, I refuse to let my 
friends make toasts where all they do is 
babble about offensive inside jokes that no 
one understands. Professional speakers 
will be hired including Barack Obama, 
Miranda Cosgrove and Mr. Gallina, who 
will surely be a crowd favorite. I imagine 
him saying something like, “I’m sure glad 
this wedding isn’t all white! As if I haven’t 
given you guys enough snow days already! 
Am I right?” Either that or he’ll make a fun 
quip about how short he is and everyone 
will laugh and clap. “Mr. Gallina, you’re 
the best!” an audience member will shout 

loudly.  
Soon after, 

Carla will throw 
her bouquet in 
someone’s face 
and we’ll run out 
of the reception 

hall like thieves running out of Walgreens. 
There will be strict rules that if any of our 
guests try to throw rice at us, they will be 
handcuffed and thrown in a cage. Carla 
and I will then drive into the sunset in 
a rented Sebring convertible with soup 
cans awkwardly clanking on the road 
behind us and we will live happily ever 
after. (I believe in divorce almost as much 
as I believe in the Easter bunny. It doesn’t 
exist!) Together, Carla and I will hopefully 
die peacefully in our bed while the ship 
we are on sinks like in the movie “Titanic.” 
Drowning in your sleep is so romantic.

So that’s my perfect wedding. Let’s 
see your staged British version try to top 
that, William and Kate! And I didn’t even 
mention the baby we plan on adopting 
from either Sri Lanka or Connecticut. 
Planning weddings is so much work! I 
wish I didn’t have to worry about any of 
this. If only I had chosen to be gay.

Ding dong! You 
know what 
that sound 

is? Guess again! It’s 
the sound of royal 
wedding bliss in the 
air! In the first British 
event worth caring 
about in years, 
Prince William is 

finally tying the knot with a young female 
named Kate. Now, obviously the wedding 
isn’t real and they’re just staging it to 
sell souvenirs and raise taxes. But I’m so 
excited I can barely sleep at night. 

In honor of their big day, I decided to 
start planning my own. It’s always best 
to be prepared. You never know when 
you’ll be threatened with deporation or 
some random person will blame you for 
their pregnancy. Therefore, the following 
wedding plans are saved in a draft on my 
cell phone.

All of my closest friends and family are 
to be gathered in my 
backyard. I’ll limit it to 
1,000 guests but if we 
move the trampoline we 
can probably fit around 
1,050. All guests 
must park either in my 
neighbors’ driveways or their lawns. If the 
police are called, it’s not my problem. You 
should have hidden your car in a bush. 

As far as attire goes, I want absolutely 
no one to be wearing white. Do you know 
how many stains can ruin a white dress? 
I’ve seen Tide commercials before and I’ll 
be far too stressed to be dealing with a 
sloppy bridesmaid who doesn’t know how 
to eat soup correctly. Instead of white, 
everyone must wear either black or gray. 
I would rather have my wedding look like 
an ashtray than a pre-school cafeteria 
after a raunchy food fight.

 The ceremony will be beautiful. Train 
will be performing “Drops of Jupiter” on 
repeat for the entire ceremony and we 
will be married by none other than Betty 
White. Hopefully one of my friends knows 
Betty White’s sound technician so we can 
ask her if she’d be willing. As for Train, I’m 
sure they have nothing better to do. 

books
we love

Kyle Marcus My nuptials are better than yours
This will offend you

The Hunger Games
by Suzanne Collins

– Madeline Tauscher

America today is viewed as a 
prosperous, free country, where the 
government does not necessarily have full 
power. Yet, what if that changed? What if 
the American government took complete 
control and if you tried to resist, you 
would be killed.

Racing forward into the future of 
America, you learn that it is no longer 
called America, but it has changed into 
Panem. The country is split up into 12 
districts, being ruled over by the Capital. 
Every year there is a lottery drawing of 
one boy and one girl, from each district, to 
participate in the annual Hunger Games. 
The 24 representatives are placed into a 
controlled arena where they then must see 
if they are strong enough to survive.  The 
object of the game is to not be killed by  
your opponents. 

The story follows a 16-year-old girl, 
Katniss Everdeen from District 12. 
Having just traded places with her younger 
sister in order to keep her alive, Katniss 
is placed into the 74th annual Hunger 
Games. Her teammate for the games is the 
son of the town baker Peeta Mellark. Not 
only does he have baking skills, he also 
has the fighting skills of a piece of dough. 
Together they must try their hardest to out 
smart the games and be the survivor. 

The fight begins to determine the 
final victor of the games. Going through 
drama, survival and romance, ladies and 
gentlemen, the 74th Hunger Games are 
about to begin.

“Do you know how many

can ruin a white dress?”
stains



Aside from sports like basketball, UCLA offers 
a wide variety of activities to get involved in the 
school, including chess, Chinese Folk Dance, 
badminton and water polo. Overall, there are over 
600 resident organizations, providing every student 
with the opportunity to get involved in clubs of 
interest to them. 

UCLA is known for its fine School of Theatre, 
Film, TV and Digital Media. Other common majors 
consist of biology, law, business, psychology and 
sociology.

The University of California, Los Angeles 
provides extensive opportunities for students of 
any career choice to get involved and start pursuing 
their dream.

For further information on UCLA, visit www.
ucla.org. 

For those students looking to attend college as far from 
home as possible, keep UCLA in mind. The University 
of California, Los Angeles, is approximately 2,500 miles 

away from North Canton, and would take about a day and a 
half to drive there, or a four-to-five hour flight. 

There are roughly 40,000 students enrolled at UCLA. 
Approximately 22 percent of those who apply are admitted. Of 
those people, the average ACT score is 28. 

Most freshmen at UCLA find it more comfortable to live on 
campus. Room and board typically costs $13,743, while tuition 
and other fees for out of state residents costs an additional 
$33,660. However, other housing options are available around 
the city for students who wish to commute. 

UCLA is well known for its Division I sports teams, 
especially its NCAA basketball team. They had a successful 
season this year with 23 wins and 11 losses. If you are planning 
on attending UCLA, be ready to show school spirit, because 
the student body is strong in supporting their sports teams. 

 features
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Filmmaking is an area of study that offers a wide range of 
choices and options for choosing a career and a focus. 
From animating to producing and directing, every aspect 

of the major is geared toward preparing a student for graduating 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Film, Television and Digital Media. 

Graduates of the BA program at UCLA can pursue careers 
as writers, producers, editors, directors, cinematographers, 
animators or even educators. No matter what a student may 
want out of the program, from employment to further education, 
there are a lot of opportunities after graduation and the chance 
to enter the MFA programs of Producing, Directing, Animating, 
Screenwriting or Cinematography. 

The BA requirements for Film are two years of general 
college studies and classes such as History of the American 
Motion Picture, Film Authors, Cinematography and History 
of African, Asian and Latin American Film. These bring you 
closer to graduating and give students the experience they need 

to pursue the career of their dreams.  
Acceptance to the BA program is competitive 

and only a limited number of students are accepted 
each year. Students need to have at least 90 quarter 
units and at least a 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale, as well 
as the general requirements for the School of 
Theater, Film, and Television, including Film and 
Television 106A and a theater course focusing on 
either history, production or literature. Applicants 
to the program also need the standard letter of 
recommendation, a personal essay and a critical 
essay on a major motion picture or television show 
and a creative writing sample. 

Filmmaking can lead a graduate down many 
different paths, and a safe and prestigious route is 
through UCLA for a bright future amongst the stars 
and lights. 

– Natalie Rohrer

 – Amy Roshak
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By Kyle Marcus

A bubble is defined as a protective canopy, within lying an 
area isolated enough from the dangers of its surroundings 
yet aware of the realities of the greater world. According 

to hometownlocator.com, 16,000 citizens reside in the city of 
North Canton, Ohio. Together, we make the bubble our home.

But how does the separation between North Canton and the rest 
of the world impact our lives? To what extent does your hometown 
influence your perceptions of the world? Psychology and sociology 
teacher Mr. David Reese said he believes you are a “product of 
your immediate locality.”

“If you grew up in an area, let’s say 
a rural area surrounded by mountains 
and you’re very isolated and everyone 
is just like you, it’s really easy to think 
that everyone thinks just like you and 
it’s really easy to be suspicious about 
the people around you,” he said. “But if 
you grow up in an area where it’s much 
more cosmopolitan in its thinking, there’s 
tolerance.”

Senior Taylor Preston, on the other 
hand, said younger people who live in 
North Canton often tend to be isolated in 
their views.

“A lot of the kids living here have not 
gone out of Ohio and they don’t know a 
lot about what else is out there,” she said. “Obviously everyone is 
not naïve but I do think kids are like that.”

However, Preston said she appreciates North Canton despite its 
flaws, from naïve teenagers to commercial inconveniences.

“I liked growing up here,” she said. “It was a nice place to grow 
up, but now that I’m older it’s kind of annoying because everything 
closes at 10. There’s not much to do.”

Reese, too, noticed North Canton teenagers are sheltered, but 
said it is because parents strive to protect their children from the 
evils of the world. 

“I’ve found that the average North Canton kid I’ve had in class 
is innocent and naïve in a good sense, not a negative sense,” he said. 
“You’ll find out about the nasty part of the world soon enough.”

Reese and his family have lived here since 1991. He said he 
embraced living in the community because of the accepting 
attitudes of its citizens.

“When I first came here I saw [North Canton] as very open 
minded,” he said. “My view was that [residents] were tolerant 
racially and sexually. I was impressed you could buy a New York 
Times here. That told me a lot, that there was a concern about the 
wider world.”

In fact, North Canton has several connections to the wider 
world. One resident who has lived here his entire life is four-time 
Olympian Jud Logan. Although Logan has competed in track and 
field events in 22 countries, he said he stayed in North Canton to 
be close to his family.

“My wife’s family was from North Canton and my family was 
from North Canton so there was a good sense of family here that 
made moving somewhere else not an option,” he said. 

Logan said he has had many opportunities to move, but he 
would rather live here than in a larger, busier environment.

“Some people grew up [in big cities] and that’s all they’ve ever 
known their whole life,” he said. “For me, the way I grew up, I 
want no part in trying to raise a family in a big city like New York, 
Chicago or Los Angeles. It’s for some people…It’s not for me.”

Although he said North Canton is not as racially diverse, Reese 
said he believes we share commonalities with larger cities.

“There is a cosmopolitan feel,” he said. “I have had every major 
religious faith in class. I’ve had Buddhists, Hindus, you name it…

For my kids, I chose to live here. We wanted 
our kids to rub shoulders with other kids 
unlike them.”

However, Reese said there are several 
negative aspects of life in North Canton, 
including naivety and materialism. 

“It’s easy to think that this is the norm, that 
the world is like North Canton. It’s not,” he 
said. “It’s easy to grow up thinking that every 
kid has to have a car. It’s easy to grow up with 
material goods because that’s just the way 
it is. When you look at other demographics, 
most of them don’t have the amenities that we 
do.”

Logan said another drawback within the 
community has been a decline in business.

“When I grew up, every storefront was full, there was a waiting 
list to get your business into North Canton [and] the Hoover 
Company was fully there,” he said. “The only disappointing thing 
is in the last 10 years, I’ve seen a lot of businesses leave North 
Canton.”

Both Logan and Reese agreed North Canton makes up for its 
imperfections with its school system. In fact, Logan, who is the 
head track and field coach at Ashland University, said he commuted 
62 miles to work and back every day for 17 years so his children 
could be educated in North Canton.

 “We get a lot of kids that come to Ashland on our track and 
field team and a lot of these kids come out of high school nowhere 
near ready to do college work,” he said. “What I have seen from 
kids from North Canton is that they have no problem going from 
high school to college work.”

Reese said the school district is so strong because we live in a 
community that supports education.

“You as a student and I as a teacher, we’re lucky to be here,” 
he said. “You might not appreciate it now but you will later. I have 
been elsewhere and every day I realize how lucky I am.”

On the whole, Logan said he loves living within the bubble of 
North Canton.

“It’s a great family,” he said. “[North Canton] has great school 
systems, has a very, very low crime rate and I think the upkeep of 
the city is done very well. The mayor does a good job in how the 
money is spent to keep North Canton a nice community.”

From dealing with students who both loved and hated growing 
up in North Canton, Reese said he noticed a common trend. 

Continued on page 23

A lot of the kids 
living here have 
not gone out of 
Ohio and they 
don’t know a lot 
about what else 
is out there.

-Taylor Preston
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By Emily Jakowski

Although many people plan to leave home as soon as 
possible, for many the comfort of home led them to 
stay. Video Productions teacher Mr. Benn Draher 

stayed in North Canton after graduating from Hoover in 2005 
and said he is happy staying here.

“I have everything I’d ever want here,” he said. “I have a 
lot of friends and family that are still in the area and I just like 
the community.”

Draher’s brother, World Studies and AP Psychology 
teacher Mr. Jim Draher, also 
stayed in North Canton after 
graduating in 2003. He said 
family was one of the biggest 
reasons he chose to stay.

“My family still lives here, 
even my extended family. That 
was a big reason,” he said. 

He said he wants his kids to 
be able to grow up here.

“Growing up we were 
very close, my family and my 
extended family,” Jim Draher 
said. “I wanted to continue that 
experience with my family.” 

Sophomore Aly Jajack is 
planning on staying in North 
Canton for the rest of her life. She agreed with Jim Draher 
one of her biggest reasons is family. 

“I want to be close to my family and I like the small 
town and knowing a lot of people in [the] community,” she 
said. “It would be fun to see [my] kids grow up in the same 
environment [I] did and the same school most likely.”

Aly Jajack’s mother, Lisa Jajack has lived in North Canton 
for 20 years since she moved here from Canton. She said she 
would like her daughter to stay in North Canton but would 
understand if she moved away. 

“It would be nice to have all of my children stay in North 
Canton, but I realize that their jobs and families may take 
them elsewhere,” Lisa Jajack said.

Aly Jajack said her mother is a big reason for her plans to 
stay in North Canton.

“My mom [influenced me] because she has three sisters 
and they all live close and they pretty much do everything 

together,” she said. “I want to be close to my brothers 
and sisters and I want to have them in 
my life a lot.” 

Benn Draher said he enjoys North 
Canton’s sense of community.

“It’s hard to find that same sense 
of pride and community that people 
in North Canton have and share [in] 

other places,” he said. “The 
whole community, everybody 
kind of helps each other 
out, there’s a real sense of 

compassion in the city. I think North Canton has a very hard 
working and relaxing atmosphere about it.”

Jim Draher agreed.
“There’s a lot of support for education and support in 

general to create a nice community,” he said. “Now since 
I’m teaching I can give back to the community that educated 
me.”

Lisa Jajack said the community was a big reason for 
staying in North Canton.

“The small town feel and the 
community influenced me,” she said.

Aly Jajack said another reason for 
staying is that the people she knows 
are in North Canton. 

“I don’t really want to move away 
and not have anybody I know,” she 
said.

Benn Draher also attributed his 
reasoning to comfort.

“I know a lot of the places and I 
know a lot of the people and I’m 
happy to be here,” he said. “It’s kind 
of strange but it does have a feeling 
of home.”

Jim Draher agreed.
“You feel comfortable after you 

get used to the area,” he said.
Benn Draher also said he met his fiancé in North Canton.
“We grew up together,” he said. 
The weather in North Canton is another reason why Aly 

Jajack is planning on staying.
“I like all the seasons in Ohio,” she said.
Benn Draher said although all of the other reasons were 

important, the immediate reason he stayed was because of 
the job opportunity.

“As soon as I saw this job open up I really knew I wanted 
to stay here,” he said.

In Jim Draher’s case it was the same way.
 “I’ve always wanted to stay here but I actually decided 

when I was able to get a job at Hoover,” he said.
Lisa Jajack said North Canton has accepted her family’s 

business.
“North Canton has been a good place to raise a family,” 

she said. “The community has also been supportive of our 
photography business.”

Benn Draher said he does not feel like he is missing out on 
anything by staying.

“I hear a lot of students say that it is the [most boring] 
place and there’s nothing to do here but they’ll find the same 
thing pretty much wherever [they] go,” he said.

Aly Jajack agreed. 
“There’s no need to move away,” she said. “You’re going 

to get bored of the stuff that’s in the city.”
She said she doesn’t feel like she needs the excitement of 

Continued on page 23

It’s hard to find 
that same sense 
of pride and 
community that 
people in North 
Canton have and 
share other places.

-Mr. Benn Draher
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It is no secret that North Canton is a quiet place, and for 
some, the quietness is unbearable. 

Some young residents, such as Hoover graduate Theo-
dore Leaf, long to escape North Canton and take up residence 
somewhere with more hustle and bustle. After graduating in 
2002, he attended the University of Toledo for a year before 
going to hair school. Leaf said he knew from a young age he 
wanted to leave North Canton.

“I had experienced what a big time American city was like 
and I wanted more,” he said.

Leaf spent a short period of time living in Atlanta before 
moving to Los Angeles, where he currently resides and works 
as a celebrity hairstylist. 

“Because I knew I wasn’t in the right place, I knew 
I wanted to move out and make something of myself so I 
could stay,” he said. “I never wanted 
to come home with my tail between 
my legs. It was never an option. It’s 
still not.”

However, not everyone who de-
cides to move out of North Canton 
makes it part of their life plan to do 
so. 1990 Hoover graduate Kevin 
Frato said his decision to move to 
Stockholm, Sweden, was rather un-
expected.

“It wasn’t something that I even 
considered, but the options I was 
looking for weren’t available in North Canton,” Frato said. 
“It’s just too little.”

Frato said he tried a variety of living locations before dis-
covering Stockholm was the best place for him. His family 
moved from Cleveland to North Canton when Frato was a 
sophomore in high school, which he said was a difficult tran-
sition.

“It was a big disappointment to me to leave my friends,” 
he said. “I felt like I was moving out into the sticks, but the 
people were so friendly.”

Frato said he did not stay in North Canton long. After 
graduating from Hoover, he attended Miami University and 
later moved to Philadelphia.

“North Canton is a nice little town…but it’s not very cul-
tural,” he said. “I wanted to be where more things were hap-
pening. North Canton is kind of sleepy.”

2003 Hoover graduate Jim Allen, who now works as an 
audio technician for various artists such as Jay-Z, Lady Gaga 
and Coldplay, travels around the world 10 months of the year. 
However, for the remaining two months, he continues to live 
in North Canton.

“When I come home, I just want to relax, and I can’t think 
of any better place to do it,” he said.

Although they have difficulty finding time to come back to 
North Canton, Frato and Leaf agreed they rarely notice any 
major changes in the city.

“It doesn’t feel much different,” Frato said.

One conflict Frato and Allen said they had to overcome 
was the reaction of friends and family members when they 
decided to leave North Canton. 

“My family was not happy,” Frato said.
However, Leaf said such was not the case in his situation. 
“I was really, really lucky to have a family that supported 

me and knew I didn’t belong in North Canton, Ohio,” he said. 
“My mom’s biggest fear was that I’d be working at Belden 
Village when I was 30.”

Although they chose to leave, Leaf, Frato and Allen all 
agreed growing up in a small town has its benefits.

“It helped me because the people there are so friendly and 
I had a lot of good friends there,” Frato said.

Allen agreed and said the people in North Canton are 
wonderful.

“I didn’t have a problem with 
North Canton,” he said. “I had a lot 
of fun in high school. I made a lot of 
good friends that I still have today.”

Some students, like senior Jackie 
Clark, see the process of applying to 
college as the perfect opportunity to 
escape small-town life. She will be 
attending The University of Michi-
gan in Ann Arbor in the fall. 

“I applied to seven schools and 
out of those, only two were in-state,” 
Clark said. “I had every intention of 

leaving Ohio. I didn’t grow up here, I have no family here 
—besides my parents—and thus [have] no real reason or 
draw to stay here.”

Before moving to North Canton in seventh grade, Clark 
lived in a small town in Connecticut but said she has been 
desperate to live in a more metropolitan location.

“I actually lived in a much smaller town in Connecticut, 
she said. “It was quaint and adorable, and if you’ve ever seen 
‘Gilmore Girls,’ it was much like Stars Hollow.”

Clark said she believes it will be crucial for her to live in a 
city environment for her to be successful.

“I have no desire to remain in a small town, she said. “I 
want to be big in the advertising industry and plan on living 
either right in the heart of a big city or in a suburb just 
outside.”

However, Clark said she realizes living in a small 
town does have its benefits and plans to 
return to one later in life.

“When I retire, I’ll probably return to 
small town life, preferably in Hawaii,” she 
said.

Despite the fact she feels “there is noth-
ing to do in North Canton,” Clark said 
she does not believe growing up in 
two small towns has hindered 
her in any way. 
 Continued on page 23

By Alexa Costi

It takes a certain 
type of person to 
move from a small 
town. 

 -Theodore Leaf



Some people dream of living in faraway places. For 
some Hoover students, this dream is their reality.

Senior Kelsey Acell lived in Turkey and England, 
and moved here when she was ten years old. 

She said there is not much of a difference when comparing 
North Canton to England.

“In England, it’s much the same as here,” she said. “They 
talk in an accent and you kind of have to get used to their 
slang.”

However, Acell said there is a cultural difference between 
North Canton and Turkey.

“They’re not as modern as us [in 
Turkey],” she said. “They have a lot 
of traditional religions.”

She also said there is a difference 
in the way people act in the two 
locations. 

“In Turkey, they’re really hospitable 
and welcoming,” she said. “Here, 
we’re more standoffish.” 

Senior Carolina Silva lived in 
Brazil before she moved to North 
Canton in seventh grade.

She agreed people are more 
hospitable in other places than they 
are in North Canton. 

“When you meet someone there, 
it’s a kiss on the cheek,” she said. 
“Here, you shake their hand. It takes 
awhile to get close to people.” 

Sophomore Stefan Harrigan has lived in Vienna, Austria, 
and also traveled to other countries for months at a time with 
the Vienna Boys’ Choir. 

He said he noticed differences in the places where he 
lived.

“In Austria, people generally acted much more family- 
oriented,” Harrigan said. “Family time on weekends was a 
very important part of life over there and it was reflected in 
the way they did things. [In Japan and South Korea], I found 
that people were very proper and even somewhat reserved 
when it came to people they didn’t know.” 

However, senior Jackie DeMate said she did not notice a 
difference between the actions of people in North Canton and 
the small town of Avon, Indiana, where she used to live.

“The way people act in general hasn’t changed much,” 
she said. “Indiana and Ohio are very 
similar.”

DeMate said the town of Avon was 
still developing when she moved there.

“When I moved to Indiana, 
there was corn in our front 

and backyard,” she said. 
“There were no houses 

across, beside 
or behind 

me.”
 Because it was still developing, DeMate said there was 

not much to do in town.
“I think it’s funny when you complain that you have 

nothing to do,” she said. “[In Avon], there was one grocery 
store for the entire town. The closest nice mall was an hour 
away.”

However, Spanish teacher Mrs. Gina Mogus said she 
moved from a large city to the smaller town of North 
Canton.

Mogus lived in the town of Bogotá, the capital city 
of Colombia. According to 
nationsonline.org, the city of 
Bogotá has a population of about 
six million people. 

“It’s like living in New York 
City, so it’s a little bit of a shock,” 
she said. 

Mogus said she now calls North 
Canton her home and does not 
prefer one place over the other. 

“This is home now,” she said. 
“Every place has its benefits.”

However, DeMate said she did 
not always have such good reactions 
to moving to new locations.

After living in California for two 
and a half months, DeMate said she 
was not happy when she found out 
she was moving to Indiana.

“When I moved to Indiana, I threw a fit because I didn’t 
want to wear a pink fluffy coat,” she said. “I didn’t understand 
the concept of cold.” 

In fact, DeMate said she misses the weather of 
California.

“I miss the warmth,” she said. 
Harrigan also said he misses some aspects of his life in 

Vienna. 
“It’s part of my heritage, and so living there gave me 

the opportunity to discover many things about my cultural 
background,” he said. “I also enjoyed living in Vienna 
because of the distinct culture. As home to some of the most 
famous composers  the world has seen, Austria exposed me 
to a high level of music that I have been extremely fortunate 
to have learned from.” 

Senior Yuchen Liu has lived in China, Buffalo, New York 
and Cleveland before coming to North Canton.

He said he liked living in all of those places for different 
reasons.

“There’s ups and downs,” he said. “Here, the air is cleaner 
and it’s more quiet. [In China], there’s shops everywhere, so 
there’s good food and all that. [However], China [is] way 
more crowded. China traffic is quite scary. There’s bicycles 
crossing roads while cars are driving. It’s a mess.”  

Continued on page 23

By Catherine Morris
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When you meet 
someone there, 
it’s a kiss on the 
cheek. Here, you 
shake their hand. 
It takes awhile 
to get close to 
people.

-Carolina Silva
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Continued from page 22
Acell agreed it is difficult to choose which place was her 

favorite to live in.
“I can never decide,” she said. “There’s different reasons 

why I like everywhere I lived. I’m glad I lived in all of 
them.” 

She said she believes living in so many places has taught 
her a lot.

“It’s taught me a lot of different things,” Acell said. “We 
take things for granted we don’t even realize.”

Silva said because her mom did not speak English, she 
had to learn some things for herself.

“[I learned] if I want something, I 
shouldn’t just sit there and wait for people 

to hand it to me,” she said. 
Harrigan said he thinks moving 

has made him more open to other 
cultures. 

“I believe that I have become 
more understanding of other 
people’s ethnicities and cultural 
backgrounds as a result of being 
exposed to such a wide variety of 
them at an early age,” he said. 

Continued from page 19
“I found typically the kids who hated this place and 

couldn’t wait to get out of this terrible little place known as 
North Canton, many of them have made their home here,” 
he said.

Whether younger citizens choose to stay in the protective 
canopy or move away to explore the outside world, the bubble 
that is North Canton will live on. As for Reese, he said the 
bubble is something to be appreciated.

“What’s wrong with bubbles?” he said. “This isn’t a cruel 
bubble that keeps people out; it’s a well informed, protective 
bubble. We don’t say, ‘You’re not one of us, get out.’ So 
what’s wrong with bubbles? I like the bubble.”

Continued from page 21
“I received a great education at Hoover,” she said. 

“[But] I could’ve done the same in a large city or in 
an even smaller town. If you have enough drive, your 
location won’t get in the way.”

Leaf said one of the benefits of having grown up in small 
town Ohio is the reputation Midwesterners earn.

“You would be so shocked,” he said. “Once you move 
into a big city and tell people you’re from Ohio, they’re like, 
‘you’re going to be a hard worker and a nice person.’ You 
think that you’re not going to be a proud of being from 
Ohio, but it turns out you are.”

He also said in his experience, people from areas such as 
North Canton have an easier time finding jobs.

“[Out here], you’re going to get a job faster coming [from] 
Ohio than if you’re coming from some other big city,” Leaf 
said. “It takes a certain type of person to move from a small 
town, and when you get to the big city, they sort of praise the 
small town personality.”

Although he is no longer a resident, Leaf said he encour-
ages current North Canton residents to be proud of where 
they grew up.

“Everybody’s from somewhere,” he said “We all have a 
story.”

Continued from page 20
the city.  

“There’s not much to do here but you can always take 
vacations,” she said.

Jim Draher agreed.
“If I feel like I need to go visit somewhere else or see 

somewhere else [I] can take a little mini vacation,” he 
said.

He said although sometimes he would like to live in a 
new place, North Canton is where he wanted to be. 

“At times, you know, you’d like to live somewhere else 
to try new things, but I’m a family oriented person,” 
he said. “I didn’t want to leave my family.”

Benn Draher said people can get the 
same opportunities wherever they live. 

“I’ve always felt that you sort of earn 
the opportunities that you get so if you 
work hard and apply yourself you can 
basically get the opportunities you 
deserve even if that’s in a big city 
like New York or Los Angeles or 
in a small place like North Canton,” 
he said. “Just because you go to New 
York doesn’t mean you’ll become rich 
and famous, you still have to work.”

Jim Draher encouraged students not to 
let location stop them from doing what 
they want to do in life.

“Always follow your dreams even if it 
takes you away from home,” he said.

Ben Draher agreed.
“It’s all about making your home where you’re 

happiest,” he said.

STOCK PHOTO COURTESY OF LUCKYSTOCK ON DEVIANTART
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Voting for the first time

Keeping the Earth green

The next chapter in reading

Did you know the world has a fixed amount of natural resources 
like oil, natural gas and even water? It may seem just a nuisance to 
see the price of gas rise, but in reality it is the exemplification of 
how finite the resource really is. 

According to the Go Green Initiative, the world population will 
reach nine billion by the year 2050, which is nine times what it was 
in the year 1800. If each of those nine billion people are all using 
the same limited resources, the pot will dry up quite quickly. 

According to the Go Green Initiative, every recycled ton of 
paper saves 7,000 gallons of water, 380 gallons of oil and enough 
electricity to power a house for six months.

For hundreds or even thousands of years, the human race has 
used the earth for its own selfish purposes, with little to no regard 
for any of the other organisms that share it. Not only that, but we 
have not planned for the future of the planet. We plan what college 
we would like to attend, what our future career may be or what 
kind of family we’d like, but what we should be planning is what 
we want our future earth to look like.

Next time you think to toss a water bottle in the trash can or use 
five paper towels to dry off your hands, remember our resources 
are limited, but not without hope. 

What was the last book you read? Did you like it? What was 
it about? Did you read it for school or for enjoyment? Did you 
actually read the book itself, or did you read in on an e-reader?

Over the past few years, e-readers have increased in popularity. 
You can barely walk into Borders lately without bumping into the 
display of Kobos. According to nbcactionnews.com, the Amazon 
Kindle was one of the most popular gifts during last year’s holiday 
season. Barnes and Noble even offers a Nook app for the iPad. 
But can these e-readers really take the place of books, which have 
withstood the test of time since the dawn of written languages?

Whether you prefer books to e-readers is up to you. E-readers 
combine literature with new technology; you can download and 
read them instantly and they keep an inventory of your books in 
once place. However, the initial cost can be off-putting, and many 
are hesitant to to take their e-readers to the beach or pool for fear 
of damaging them. This is where books have a definite advantage. 
You can drop them on the ground or whack them with a hammer 
and they would be no worse for the wear. However, apply the same 
torture to an e-reader, and you will likely be shedding a few tears. 

However, we at The Viking Views don’t care whether you read 
your books in their original intended format or via e-reader. What 
matters is that you read. Words are the inescapable building block 
of every language, and whether you like it or not, you will be 
reading for the rest of your life.

After all, you read this editorial. 

As several members of the junior and senior classes turn 18, 
they have finally earned the right to vote. Not only is one able 
to decide political leaders, but in turn, one is electing officials to 
decide the future. 

However, this power is taken for granted quite often. How dif-
ficult is it to go to a polling station for fifteen minutes to half an 
hour and cast a ballot? The most aggravating part of it all is how 
people who do not vote complain about officials who are elected. 
Most people hear one vote can change an election. What do people 
choose to do? They respond, ‘well my one vote won’t change the 
outcome.’ Wrong. Imagine if everyone in the United States had 
that outlook. Those votes add up fast and can dramatically change 
an election.  

As you begin adulthood, register to vote. Your one vote may 
change an election. The Viking Views believes if people do not 
use their right to vote, they do not have the right to complain about 
elected officials. It is hard to listen to classmates complain about 
officials when they are of legal age and do not vote. 

Take the initiative and participate in a freedom some countries 
do not have the privilege of having. As you turn 18, register to 
vote because, after all, the government is the voice of the people. If 
you do not vote, you are not voicing your opinion that you openly 
express in class.
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Editorial Board
Tori Christ n Alexa Costi n AJ Crofford n Caroline Hill
Kyle Marcus n Jesse Sanchez-Strauss n Paiton Swope

Views
yOur What do you like or dislike 

about North Canton?

The one thing I dislike about North Can-
ton is the focus on social groups, class and 
status.

– Skyler Boring, 11

I hate the roads. This is because there are 
too many pot holes, but I like the local area 
because there is always something to do.

– Michael Allison, 10 

I dislike the lack of racial diversity in our 
community.

– Nicko Bagnolo, 12

I love the YMCA, El Rincon, Chipotle 
and Mr. Gallina—he’s the best man ever. 
I hate all the pot holes.

– Haley Wasko, 12

I highly enjoy all of the exquisite happen-
ings that occur and the delightful residents 
of the town and surroundings. I am not a 
fan of the racial predjudices that come 
with the territory.

– Ben Leeson, 12

North  Canton is a great place to live... 
If you are 50 or older. It is a nice place 
and it has a great school system but there 
is just nothing to do! This causes kids all 
over to wander around aimlessly search-
ing and striving for something to do. Be-
cause of this the local law enforcement 
has developed a prejudice against teens. 
This makes it hard for kids that are just 
trying to find fun without being accused 
and threatened with false charges, but as I 
said before, North Canton is a great place 
to live. If you are 50.

– Victor Jones, 11

I am not a fan of the fact that we don’t 
have enough parades, and there are no 
teen dance clubs. Also not a fan of the lack 
of fishing.

– Jake DeMuesy, 12

There’s nothing to do! It’s so boring here.
– Madeline Reffel, 10

What I dislike about North Canton is that 
there aren’t many things to do. You have 
to travel to find things to do.

– Emily Reed, 10

I dislike the fact that there is no ocean 
here. Living by a beach while still being 
in this tight-knit community would be fun 
and awesome. I love the beach.

– Lauren Mathie, 10

I really like the part of North Canton on 
Main Street between the fire station and 
Saint Pauls. It’s such a cute town, espe-
cially when it’s sunny out.

– Kiahna Saneshige, 11

I like that North Canton is so down to 
earth. It’s a very small city where most 
everything is friend and family oriented.

– Emily Hayden, 9
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      Chelsea Roden

The real diversity problem

Chelsea recently

this academic diversity.”

“It is up to the student body here to 

overcome

the viking views  | 04.29.2011

My high school career is quickly 
coming to a close, and I’ll refrain 
from boring you by outlining 

cliché pearls of wisdom. Instead, I wish 
to add on what I feel to be the most 
important tenant students can represent: 
respect each other.

I’m asking you to overcome what I have 
observed is one of the most detrimental 
problems at Hoover: academic division. 
The factions mark out courses — AP to 
honors to regular — and not only outline 
the difficulty of the classes, but also 
classify the students who take them.

I personally have taken several honors 
and AP courses. Although these classes 
are beneficial, the environment is very 
competitive. It’s an ongoing war for both 
the highest 
stress level and 
GPA.

Meanwhi le , 
in the rare 
moments of 
d o w n t i m e 
between tests and notes, one of my peers 
might slip a harmless comment: “I’m 
going to fail and go to the regular class.”

We laugh, but I know it’s wrong. 
Comments are made from all sides. 

The two-way street allows AP students and 
regular students to make assumptions 
about each other. I must admit I make 
comments too. Not about the class level, 
but about the students. Every time I do 
I catch myself just after I say it, and I 
become disappointed in myself.

We are all guilty.  
I used to sit in the study hall in L-6 

and dread the cold. Not only was it 
physically freezing, but there was also 
an uncomfortable chill seeping under 
the doors of the neighboring classes: 
ISI, NovaNet and CBI. As an observer, I 
would watch the students walk in and out 
of class making discourteous remarks 
about their teachers as well as to each 
other. For years, I assumed that CBI was 
for the students that weren’t like me. 
That they dumped students into there as 
to say “we don’t think you’re going to get 
anywhere in life, so empty recycle bins 

and we’ll give you 
tools to survive.” 

I know I’m not 
the only student 
that made that 
a s s u m p t i o n . 
I’m awfully 
unlearned. How 
much do I actually 
know about the 
program?

Nothing. 
To research my 

observations, I spoke to, worked with and 
befriended a former CBI student. After 
discussing the impact the program had 
on her, I realized that all of my scrutiny 
was pretentious. She told me CBI helped 

her get on her 
feet during 
the awkward 
stage between 
middle and high 
schools and 
that it assisted 

her academic success.
I learned that those in career tech 

classes are no different than I. My 
brain might be wired to slave over anti-
derivatives in Calculus, but I definitely 
understand those that learn more through 
real-life application. 

I applaud Project MOSAIC (Molding 
Our Students to be Accepting, Insightful, 
and Compassionate) in doing a fantastic 
job in regard to this cause. Started during 
my freshman year, the group meets to 
discuss the diversity and interpersonal 
issues between students within the 
community and the district.

However, we cannot depend on small 
groups. It is up to the student body here 
to overcome this academic diversity. 

This is my task for the future seniors 
not only of 2012, but the years following: 
respect each other, but dive deeper than 
just gaining a mutual understanding. 
Research what you don’t know, ask the 
questions and learn about each other. 

You might find a life lesson or an 
unlikely friend. Most importantly, you will 
make a difference. 

Tyler Murphy, 9:
“Earthquake. They seem 
to be popular lately and 
destroy a lot of things.”

Which natural disaster 

Kailee Aston, 10:
“I was always afraid of 
floods because I was al-
ways afraid I would drown, 
even though I can swim.”

Zach Tauscher, 12:
“Forest fire. You’re stuck 
in the middle of a burning 
area.”

Jenny Bonavita, 10:
“Probably a tsunami be-
cause you could drown.“

Amanda Pitrof, 11:
“Hurricanes because 
they’re like tornadoes but 
they’re so much bigger, 
and there’s flooding.”

Anthony Serapiglia, 9:
“If the world got cut in 
half in a huge earthquake 
and people were falling 
through the crevices.”
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Why can’t we be friends?

The desert fox

So, you’re 
an atheist. 
Okay, that’s 

cool; believe 
whatever you 
want to believe. 
I’m not here to 
stop you or to tell 
you that you’re 
wrong. I may not 
believe the same 
things as you, but 

that doesn’t mean I’m going to sit here 
and patronize you for it.

That also does not mean you can sit 
there behind your computer screen and 
act like you are the most amazing and 
fantastic person on this planet and in 
this high school because you can post 
videos on Facebook about the idiocy 
of Christianity and the glorification of 
atheism.

It should 
mean that if 
you say you 
are atheist, 
you actually 
ARE. Not just 
acting like you 
are to fit in, not 
just saying it to 
make an image of yourself for your peers 
but because the beliefs or disbeliefs of 
atheism are really, truly, what you believe 
too.

If you are well-educated and well-
informed, and you happen across a video 
that completely captures the essence 
of your beliefs, then fine—post it on the  
news feed. See what people say. But 
do not use some ill-advised source to 
back up your beliefs and make some 
sort of statement. The only statement 
you’re making is that you’re arrogant, 
uneducated and ignorant.

Is that how you want people to perceive 
you? Because that’s how they will if you 
continue through high school as you are.

Personally, I don’t have a problem with 
you. Half of my friends  believe differently 
than me, and that doesn’t exclude 
you—whether we’re friends or not. I do, 

views
Jenna Romel l

04.29.2011  | the viking views

“We’re in high school. 

Obviously
all of us do not get along.”

however, have a problem with you acting 
out just to start an argument, like you 
know it will.

If you’re going to try to criticize others for 
something, have the facts and education 
to back up what you’re saying. If you don’t 
have that, then let it go. If you’re going to 
say you believe something, truly believe 
in what you’re saying. Don’t just act like 
you do because the alternative isn’t quite 
as “cool.”

Although recently this has been 
brought to my attention through a so-
called atheist, people of this belief are 
beyond a reasonable doubt not the only 
ones to do something like this.

I know many people, some my friends, 
who will post videos of Christians 
condemning atheists for their “ignorance” 
or beliefs. I personally hate that this 
happens; the classic song, “Why Can’t 
We Be Friends?” comes to mind. 

H o n e s t l y 
kids, why can’t 
we be friends? 
Is it really that 
hard for us to 
get over our 
beliefs and not 
shove them 
in everyone 

else’s faces and down their throats? 
We’re in high school. Obviously all of 

us do not get along. If we did, high school 
would be boring. Let’s be honest. The 
fights, the drama, the yelling wars—that’s 
what makes this exciting. But, that does 
not mean we can’t at least try to find 
a way to deal with each other for a few 
more years.

That’s all it takes—attaining the 
mindset that we CAN all be friends. Look 
around; half of these kids are just like you. 
Whether our beliefs are the same or not, 
we’re all stuck here until we graduate.

So here’s the thing, ladies and gents. 
Stop shoving your religion down your 
peers’ throats. Quit starting fights and 
refrain from pointlessly attempting to 
make yourself feel superior to those 
around you.

Most of all, just grow up.

Max Rose, 10:
“I am scared of a hur-
ricane because it 
shakes you.” 

Kelly Crowl, 11:
“Hurricanes because I 
was in a hurricane.”

Justin Thomas, 10:
“Tsunami because I am 
afraid of drowning.”

Mindy Moldovan, 10:
“Earthquake because 
it would be hard to sur-
vive everything that is 
shaking and falling.”

Mike Tozzi, 9:
“I am fearless.”

are you most afraid of?

Taylor Hickey, 10:
“I’m most afraid of a tor-
nado because I would 
not want to be blown 
around like that and 
everything would be de-
stroyed.”
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A night to remember

There are 30 days until prom, and 
many Hoover girls have yet to find 
the perfect dress.

Senior Jackie Demate is in that boat.
“I unfortunately have not found my 

prom dress yet, and have yet to start really 
looking,” she said.

Demate also said she does not have a 
strict budget for her senior prom dress.

“I made a deal with my parents that 
since I have so many older cousins, I would 
wear one of their dresses for 
every school dance up until my 
senior prom, and then I’d finally 
buy one,” she said. “So they’re 
willing to put some money into 
this dress, since it’s the first and 
last one I’m buying.”

Junior Sarah Hershey, on the other hand, 
said she put a budget on her prom dress 
from the beginning.

“I didn’t want to spend over $100,” she 
said.

Hershey said she found her dress the first 
day she went shopping, at a consignment 
shop called Twice Is Nice.

“My dress was the second one I tried on 
but I tried on like 12 more [after] that one,” 
Hershey said.

While Hershey spent about $76, junior 
Brooke Burdette said she was willing to 
spend a little more for her perfect dress.

“My budget was $200, but I found my 
dress for $150,” Burdette said.

While she said she did not remember 
how many dresses she tried on before 
choosing with the one she bought, Burdette 
said she tried on quite a few.

“I decided on the dress that I chose 
because I felt it looked good on me,” she 
said. “It was just the dress that I felt good 
[and] pretty [in]. I got the ‘this is my dress’ 
feeling.”

Although Burdette said she went to 
mainstream stores first and ended up buying 
her dress from The Winner, Hershey said 
she usually tries consignment shops.

“I always get my dresses at the 
consignment store I work at,” she said. 
“They are cheaper and are in really good 
condition.” 

Even though Hershey said she found her 
perfect dress for less, Demate said she is 
willing to spend more money to find her 
perfect senior prom dress.

“There’s something special about prom, 
it only comes twice in your life,” she said. 
“The dresses are much more extravagant 
and unique, more special, more princess 
like. And all of those things cost more 
money.”

Burdette agreed.
“I think finding the perfect prom dress 

is so important because you want to be able 
to, I guess, make a ‘perfect night’ and you 
need to look perfect,” Burdette said. “You 
want to find a dress that will create the 
‘perfect night.’”

Burdette said she thinks it is important 
to a girl to find the perfect dress because 
“prom is always made to be such a big deal, 
so everyone wants an original dress that no 
one else is going to have.”

Hershey agreed.
“I think prom dresses for girls are 

important because when we were little we 
watched all those prom movies 
so we have an image of dresses 
to look like that,” she said.

Demate said not only that 
prom dresses are important to 
the girl, but feeling beautiful in 
the dress is as well.

“Unless a woman’s cultural background 
offers her a big celebration such as 
a Quinceanera or the chance to be a 
Debutante, she has two moments in her life 
where she is truly given the chance to dress 
up and feel like a princess: her wedding 
and prom,” she said. “Walking around 
in a dress that is special and flattering to 
your figure makes you feel beautiful and 
gives you confidence. I remember playing 
dress up and walking around in my moms 
bridesmaid dresses as a little girl. I felt like 
a princess or a freaking movie star. Every 
girl deserves to have that ‘all eyes on me’ 
feeling at least a few times in her life.”

Demate said she plans to be different 
from the other girls at prom. She, like 
Hershey, said she plans to go to consignment 
and thrift stores, but for somewhat different 
reasons.

“I like to be different,” she said. “And 
those stores offer a lot of things you may 
not find anywhere else.”

Whether the perfect dress ends up being 
something stereotypical and princess-like 
or as Demate said, “a crazy dress only 
Lady Gaga could wear,” Hershey, Burdette 
and Demate said they all agree each girl 
deserves to have her moment feeling like 
a princess.

 “[Each girl] has their own ‘princess-
moment’ dress in mind and I think all of 
us intend to find it one way or another,” 
Demate said. 

Jenna Romell
Staff Writer

Senior and junior girls search for the perfect prom dress

“Every girl deserves to have that ‘all eyes on 
me’ feeling at least a few times in her life.”

– Jackie DeMate
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C“It’s entertaining to watch 
other people’s lives and com-
paring them to your own.”

— Andrew Kinkead
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Too much TV
Chelsea Roden
Staff Writer

With spring television shows 
coming to a close, Hoover 
students reflect on their latest 

obsession: entertainment.  
Watching movies, television series and 

reality shows is a past time that is steadily 
increasing with each season. The creation 
of DVR and Hulu allow people to watch 
their favorite shows at their own whim, 
only adding to the amount of viewers. 
Viewership is also affected by other 
individual factors. 

Sophomore Tori Thurman said she 
enjoys watching television shows. 

“I just think they’re fun to watch,” she 
said. 

However, it is a two way street where 
viewers are not only affecting entertainment, 
but television shows are also affecting 
groups of viewers. 

Dr. Ray Guarendi, a clinical psychologist 
who advises parents through talk shows like 
Oprah and his national radio program “The 
Doctor Is In,” wrote about disciplining 
entertainment obsessed teens in his book 
“Good Discipline.” According to his book, 
entertainment affects teens as they grow 
up. 

 “Part of growing up morally means not 
getting too enamored with popular peer 
group notions about life,” Guarendi wrote 
in his book.

Entertainment also affects teenagers in 
other ways. One of the appeals to watching 
various television shows is connecting with 
other viewers. 

“Teens also can be pretty sheep-like,” 
Guarendi wrote in his book. “They are 
prone to the influence of the flock’s ideas 
and behaviors.” 

Thurman agreed and said she uses 
some weekly shows to socialize with her 
friends. 

“My friend and I watch ‘Gossip Girl’ 
together and talk about it,” she said. 

However, not everyone uses the shows 
to connect with peers. Senior Andrew 
Kinkead said he watches reality television 
shows which showcase everyday people 
due to the excitement it provides. 

“The drama,” he said. “It makes my life 
seem easier and it’s funny.” 

He said such shows are the best because 
of the relatable characters and contestants. 

“It’s entertaining to watch other people’s 
lives and comparing them to your own,” he 
said. 

Not all shows are inspirational in nature. 
According to “Good Discipline,” teenagers 
are in danger of being influenced by 
entertainment. 

“Teens have a lot of immature ideas about 
what is socially cool, what is romantic, 
what is desirable, what is permitted, what 
can be gotten away with,” Guarendi wrote 
in his book. 

Some popular shows such as “Jersey 
Shore” and “Glee” have quite a following by 
both enthralled teenagers and disapproving 
parents. In “Good Discipline,” Guarendi 
said the entertainment driven culture makes 
parenting hard to manage. 

“Why allow things into your family that 
only will work against what [parents] are 
working for?” Guarendi wrote in his book. 

However, Thurman said she does not 
judge her peers if they watch certain 
shows. 

“If they want to watch it, they can watch 
it,” she said.

Also, Guarendi wrote that the 
“availability of private viewing,” such as by 
access to entertainment via a television in 
their room or owning individual computers 
lessens the student’s drive to work on 
schoolwork, read, and interact with family. 

Kinkead agreed in that he feels keeping 

track of entertainment affects his life 
negatively.

“It most definitely is [bothersome],” he 
said. 

Thurman said she also agreed. 
“Sometimes when you watch a show it 

can get in the way of studying,” she said. 
However, Kinkead also said the shows 

he watches affect his life personally as well 
as academically. 

“It affects me to an extent,” he said. 
“I tend to compare myself to those on the 
television show.”  

Guarendi said he still believes television, 
especially when placed in teenager’s 
bedrooms, is a horrible influence. 

“Sadly, among teens, negative tends to 
influence positive instead of the reverse,” 
Guarendi wrote in his book. 

Teenagers become obsessed with entertainment
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Prom Night
10% off all dinners

Reservations for 6 or more accepted

10% off all catering for Graduation Parties
Mention this ad for discount.

1107 N. Main Street
North Canton
330-499-1247

Mon., Wed., Thur-Sat: 11am - 9pm
Sunday: 12 noon - 7pm
Closed Tuesday
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WHITE GLOVE
EXTERIORS

INC.
Excellence since 96’

Roofi ng • Windows • Siding
9450 Pheasant Calley N.W., North Canton, Ohio 44720

JOHN MICHAEL ERNST President
STARK: (330) 305-9400 Fax: (330) 433-0722 SUMMIT: (330) 835-2933

To schedule call 
1-800-966-7832

Go on-line to www.
stanleysteemer.com

Residential & Commercial Service
Air Duct Cleaning 

Carpet & Furniture Cleaning
New Carpet Sales & Repair

Commercial Tile Floor Refi nishing
Tile & Grout Cleaning & Sealing
24hour Water Damage Extraction

LIVING BRINGS IT IN. WE TAKE IT OUT

Serving 
Summit, Stark, 

Portage, Wayne,
Tuscarawes, Carroll 

and
Holmes Counties

“Buying or Selling a 
Home? 

I Can Help!”

Carolyn Rohrer-Realtor
Cutler Real Estate

330-327-0253
CRohrer@CutlerHomes.com
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The death of  books

When people think of books, they 
most likely think of pages of 
print bound together. They think 

of libraries with paperbacks and hardcover 
books stacked to the ceiling. However, in 
the past few years, this thought has evolved 
into something more technology based. 

There are two well-known e-readers: the 
Amazon Kindle and the Barnes & Noble 
Nook. 

The coordinator of adult fic-
tion and audio visual selection 
at the Stark County District Li-
brary Greg Burlingame said the 
popularity of these e-readers has 
increased over time. 

“Last holiday season, a lot 
of people got e-readers,” he said. “Since 
then, circulation has skyrocketed. Since 
the beginning of the year, we’ve tripled 
the number of e-books we circulate. It’s 
incredible.”

However, these e-readers are not for ev-
eryone. 

Junior Mackenzie Sommers said she 
prefers printed books to their electronic 
counterparts. 

“I’ve never had the desire to have one,” 
she said. “It doesn’t appeal to me. I’d rather 
have the real thing.” 

Sophomore Stephen Beckwith dis-
agreed with Sommers and said he likes his 
Kindle.

“I’d rather read my Kindle,” he said. 
“I’m very fond of [it].” 

Beckwith said there are many reasons 
he likes his Kindle, including its ability 
to read aloud and the overall format. He 
also said Amazon is better than Barnes & 
Noble when it comes to replacing a broken 
e-reader, which can happen with the less 
durable e-readers.

“They’re more fragile,” he said.
This is one of the reasons Sommers said 

she would rather have a printed book.
“You don’t have to worry about dam-

aging it, because it’s your own copy,” she 
said. “I like printed books because you can 
make your own notes.”

Sommers also prefers printed books be-
cause of the designs on them.

“I like cover art,” she said. “I know 
you’re not supposed to do this, but I judge 

a book by its cover.” 
Burlingame agreed there are some 

things print books are for, and said one of 
those things is reading in bright light. There 
are also some novels available in print that 
are not on the Nook or Kindle. 

“Right now, we don’t have access to all 
the publishers for e-readers,” Burlingame 
said. “We’re still trying to get a number of 
those titles available to our patrons.”

Beckwith has noticed this problem. 

“There are some series that I like that 
aren’t available on the Kindle,” he said. 
“Some of the more obsolete series such as 
The Black Library aren’t available on [it].”

Beckwith also has had problems with 
bringing his Kindle to school.

He said he has brought his Kindle to 
school before and has gotten in trouble be-
cause of it. 

However, the e-readers still have other 
formatting advantages over print books.

“Some of the advantages of e-readers 
are the ability to change the text if you need 
more contrast or large print,” Burlingame 
said. 

These advantages have made e-readers 
popular.

Although Sommers does not own an e-
reader, she said she “[knows] lots of people 
who do.”

This popularity is bringing more people 
to the Stark County District Library web-
site, Burlingame said.

While the library has restricted hours, 
Burlingame said the option to download 
books is always available.

“You can go to the library website 24/7 
and download [books] immediately,” he 
said.

However, those downloadable books are 
not available for Kindles.

Burlingame said he believes the unavail-
ability is due to the business that Amazon 
deals with.

“They’re in the bookselling business,” 
he said. 

It has been rumored that the popular-
ity of e-readers is harming the business of 
stores like Borders along with libraries. 
However, Sommers does not believe it will  
hinder the library either way.

“Just because people read books digi-
tally, it’s not hurting or helping the library,” 
she said. 

Burlingame said he believes e-readers 
will stay popular.

“We’re looking at e-books as something 
that’s going to be around for 
awhile,” he said.

Beckwith agreed, and said 
he thinks the Kindle’s popular-
ity will endure. 

“I think it’s long-lasting,” 
he said. “There are already 
books available on e-readers 

not in print. I don’t think I’ll ever get rid 
of mine.” 

However, Sommers said e-readers are 
just a fad, and compared them to the popu-
larity of palm pilots a few years ago.

“I think they’re overrated,” Sommers 
said. “They’re not that big of a deal. Kin-
dles are flashy and fancy, but printed books 
have been around much longer.” 

New electronics introduce a different way to read
Catherine Morris
Staff Writer

“We’re looking at e-books as something 
that’s going to be around for awhile.”

– Greg Burlingame
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Reviews

Panda Bear
Tomboy

– Carter Stanislaw

 Lenka
Two

Paul Simon
So Beautiful or So What

– Ashlea Thomas

Austrailian artist Lenka has finally released her second album, ironically titled “Two.” The 
album features 11 tracks and all are catchy and upbeat. “Roll with the Punches” provokes a 
happy mood that makes you want to snap your fingers and sing the lyrics loudly.  The lyrics, 

“When life tries to knock all the wind out of you, you’ve got to roll, roll, roll with the punches,” are cute 
and uplifting. All of Lenka’s songs have a vintage sound like her track, “Sad Song.” The background 
techno sounds accompany her voice well and make each of her songs unique and keep you engrossed. 
Personally, I could only handle this album in small increments. If you are not in the mood for cheerful, 
peppy songs, then this album will surely get on your last nerve. This album is not worth waiting in a line 
more than five people long or using up your iTunes gift cards. If you are a fan of Ingrid Michaelson, Sara 
Bareilles or Meiko, then you will definitely enjoy Lenka and her latest album “Two.”

This April, Paul Simon, pushing his seventies, came out with his twelfth solo album titled, “So 
Beautiful or So What.” Bringing in many outside artists, including Grizzly Bear’s Chris Bear, this 
album achieved in providing a fantastic harmonic sound for all listeners.  He succeeded in bringing 

back the meaningful lyrics the Billboard songs have been missing. In his song, “The Afterlife,” Simon 
describes a man’s wait in line to enter heaven: “It’s all His design, no one cuts in the line, no one here likes 
a sneak.” And in his song “So Beautiful or So What,” he states, “Ain’t it strange the way we’re ignorant. 
How we seek out bad advice. How we jigger it and figure it, mistaking value for the price.” In my favorite 
song, “Love is Eternal Sacred Light,” Simon sings, “Check out the radio, pop music station. That don’t 
sound like my music to me,” and these lyrics hold true. Simon is one artist who has not conformed to new-
age music and has stayed true to the music he enjoys playing. Although he’s way older than your parents, 
Paul Simon’s new album is something you should definitely check out. – Mara Nickel

 Foo Fighters
Wasting Light

– Megan Sigler

Foo Fighters has released their fearless new album, “Wasting Light.” They really focused this CD on 
their fans with their edgy hard-hitting new songs. Every song is different with its own unique twist. 
When you are listening to the CD, the songs flow together very well and you can feel the emotion 

the band has put into their new album. The band has added more of an alternative style that makes them 
sound a little more like hard rock. The band leader, Dave Grohl, definitely shows his growing talent as 
an artist with his passionate lyrics. The lyrics are relatable to life in general and the struggles people may 
face in their future. Their hit premiere song, “Rope” is about loss and is full of raw feelings. The guitars 
in this song sound very alternative-rock and it makes the song sound more upbeat and melodic. The 
Foo Fighters have made a comeback with their new adventurous album full of extreme talent. “Wasting 
Light” is an outstanding new album that will lighten your mood and brighten your day.

Panda Bear is back in his newest album, “Tomboy.” Animal Collective member, Noah Lennox 
returns with his fourth solo album and a refined sound. Releasing the album April 12, Panda Bear 
is able to show maturity here even past Animal Collective’s last LP the successful “Merriweather 

Post Pavilion.” Lennox has shown he can live up to the hype, and continue to step up his game even with 
the pressure on. The album has a pop-ier sound to it and it is something fans might protest to at first, 
however it is not a move away from a complex sound. From track one, “You Can Count On Me,” all 
the way through the 11 sweeping songs, Panda Bear leads you through an electric jungle of rhythm and 
echo-y vocals that are refreshingly short and accessible. He has shortened his songs and given them a 
happier touch that new fans will appreciate on a first listen and old time fans will love. This album bodes 
well for Lennox’s musical future as well as the future of Animal Collective. Lennox has outdone himself 
again this time, proving his ability and further solidifying his spot as one of the most talented artists of 
our generation. 
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– Emily Deeds

Arthur

– Madeline Tauscher
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What would life be like if you didn’t have to work for 
a living? And all you did was party and spent tons of 
money from your family’s fortune? Also, what if you 

still had a nanny?
For flamboyant, playboy alcoholic Arthur (Russell Brand), life 

was perfect. He was a millionaire, the heir to his family’s business 
and also still had a nanny, Hobson (Helen Mirren) to take care of 
him at the age of 30. Yet when his acts become too extravagant, the 
throne to his family company may be pulled away from him. 

When Arthur’s mother threatens him to get his act together, 
or else he will lose all of his fortune, Arthur must decide to take 
his mothers proposition of marrying her well acclaimed business 
partner, and ex-girlfriend of Arthur’s, Susan (Jennifer Garner), 
or become a beggar on the street, Arthur decides to stay with the 
money and suffer the rest of his life with Susan. Yet, what Arthur 
did not expect was to fall in love.   

When, accidentally, Arthur comes across the path of Naomi 
Quinn (Greta Gerway), a fake tour guide for Grand Central Station, 
he realizes just what the real life is like. As Arthur falls in love, 
he fights against himself, for whether or not he is willing to give 
everything up for one girl, or if he would remain with Susan.

Arthur then comes into the adventure of trying please all of the 

women in his life. From Hobson, to Susan, to Naomi and the ever 
present threat that he has from his mother, Arthur realizes just what 
he has to do in life and sets his mind to it.

Director Jason Winer is brillant at bringing life back to Arthur, 
seeing it is a remake from the original in 1981. Brand also plays his 
part well, going above and beyond in his character as he usually 
does in his films. As for Garner, seeing her play the  evil part is 
fairly new, compared to her past loveable roles.

From comedy, to romance, to drama, to tears of laughter or 
sadness, Arthur is definitely a good movie to go and see. It helps in 
finding the rediscovery in innocence and how to handle life when 
it may be rough. So, get some friends together or go out for a date 
night, go see Arthur. 

The high hopes for this movie, no pun intended, sadly did 
not live up their expectations. The premise for “Your 
Highness” is a strong one: two royal brothers, Fabious 

the handsome and fearless oldest sibling and his idiotic younger 
brother, Thadeous team up to defeat the man who kidnapped 
Fabious fiancé. She was kidnapped on the day of their planned 
wedding by the evil wizard Leezar and Thadeous, who is always 
living the shadow of his brother and is always failing make his 
father proud, sees this as the perfect opportunity to become the 
hero for once so he reluctantly agrees.“Your Highness” was even 
directed by David Gordon Green and written by the film’s costar 

Danny McBride. These men are the geniuses who brought you 
“Pineapple Express.” 

Not to mention the brilliant casting: Oscar Nominee James 
Franco plays Fabious, Danny McBride is perfectly cast as 
Thadeous, Zoey Deschanel (star of “500 Days of Summer”) plays 
Belladonna, Fabious’ soon-to-be bride, and Oscar Winner Natalie 
Portman plays Isabel,  “Your Highness” has the makings of a great 
movie but somehow it falls short.

 Franco is extremely talented, as evident in his previous film 
“127 Hours” earning him an Oscar nomination. However, he plays 
the role of Fabious with such boredom; you have no choice but to 
feel boredom as well. Not only that, but a lot of the film’s jokes are 
extremely crude and reminiscent to the kind of “potty humor” that 
was once funny in the sixth grade. Even worse, the crude jokes 
carry on for what seems like ten minutes at a time. 

However, “Your Highness” is not a total loss. Many scenes are 
so ridiculous you can’t help but find yourself laughing out loud in 
spite of yourself. 

This movie is not date-night material, nor something you 
should see with your parents because its sexual refrences could 
result in some super awkward moments. If you are wanting to see 
this film, go to the dollar theatre or wait until you can rent it on 
DVD because most of this cheap humor is definitely not worth a 
full price ticket. 

Your Highness
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This spring, Hoover’s junior and 
senior girls brace themselves to 
powder each other in a game of girls 

football, also known as Powderpuff. The 
game will take place May 11.

There are 32 seniors on the team 
led by Mr. Matt Johnsen and Mr. Brian 
Girdlestone, and 33 juniors 
led by Mr. Nick Gamble and 
Mr. Mike Russ. The activity 
is open to any junior or senior 
girl provided that they do not 
play a spring sport.

The game is played similar 
to boys football, except for 
a few changes. The girls are 
prohibited from tackling and they cannot 
kick for an extra point after scoring a 
touchdown. Instead, they must go for a 
two point conversion. Despite these rule 
changes, junior Chelsea Teal said she has 
wanted to play since her freshman year. 

“I have grown up with football my entire 
life and have loved it,” Teal said. “My 
brother and father played, and my mom 
loves it too, so I could not wait to jump at 
the opportunity to play.”

Johnsen said he likes this activity 
because it gives the girls the chance to do 
something different. 

“It’s a lot of fun to have the girls come 
out and do something they don’t usually 
do and give them the opportunity to play a 
sport they usually can’t play,” he said. 

Girdlestone agreed. 
“The girls enjoy it because it’s a chance 

for a lot of them to get out and play in front 
of a good-sized crowd,” he said. “They 
have fun with it.”

Furthermore, Girdlestone said 
Powderpuff provides the girls with the 
ability to collaborate as a unit and work 
together toward one final goal. 

“It’s definitely good for them to be a part 
of a team,” he said. “It provides them with 

unity within their grade.”
Teal said the juniors have been 

cooperating well with each other and they 
have attained a comfort level as a team. 

“It’s great that we can focus on the 
sport and have a good team chemistry,” 
she said. “I am really just here to have fun 
with the people in my grade who I don’t 
get to see often at school and to get some 
fun memories before the rest of my time in 
high school flies.”

Johnsen and Girdlestone both agreed 
the same is true for the senior girls—they 
cooperate and support each other.

“The girls on our team get along very 
well,” Johnsen said. “They work together 
as a unit and focus on their competition 
against the juniors.”

Teamwork is necessary if either team 
plans to win. Teal said it gets intense from 

time to time and they have to work together 
to prepare themselves for the competition. 

“It’s very competitive because both the 
juniors and seniors want to win, so both 
teams go for it with everything they have,” 
she said. “We’re definitely playing to win 
this year.” 

 Johnsen said the seniors think highly of 
the juniors during practice, which makes 

the practices a little more 
intense.

“During practice the 
offense and defense work 
on plays, and then they 
scrimmage against each 
other,” he said.

Girdlestone said although 
it can be competitive, they try 

to have a fun time in practice.
“Coach Johnsen and I are laid back and 

have a good time with it,” Girdlestone said. 
“We joke with the girls and they joke with 
us. We keep it low key.”

Teal said while it will be a tough game, 
she thinks the juniors will have enough to 
pull through with a victory. 

“I think the juniors are going to win 
because we have a great, well–rounded 
team and we are very motivated to beat the 
seniors,” Teal said. 

Upperclassmen ready for Powderpuff
Amy Roshak
Staff Writer

nv

“It’s very competitive because both the 
juniors and seniors want to win, so both 
teams go for it with everything they have.”

– Chelsea Teal

n (Above from left to right) Senior Sammi 
Schooley blocks senior Becca Muir as 
she attempts to score a touchdown. n 
Senior Emily Dent dodges her opponents 
as she runs down the field. n Senior Laura 
Wheeler catches the ball during a scrim-
mage. The Powderpuff game between ju-
nior and senior girls will be held May 11.

PHOTOS BY CELESTE GOLDIE
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Feb. 27 was a special day for Hoover 
Tennis Coach Ryan Shaffer as he was 
selected to be inducted into the Ohio 

Tennis Coaches’ Association Hall of Fame. 
Only one other coach who was with Shaffer. 
Shaffer has been coaching high school and 
college tennis teams for 22 years.  

The boys tennis team went to the 
Columbus Awards Banquet to watch their 
coach being inducted. 

Sophomore Michael O’Connor said the 
ceremony was special to watch.

“There were probably a couple 
hundred people supporting the two 
coaches that were being inducted,” 
he said. “It was nice to see people 
gathering for the induction of these 
two coaches.”

O’Connor said he feels privileged to 
have Shaffer as his coach.

“I feel privileged mainly because he 
cares about us doing well but at the same 
time understands a loss here or there is part 
of our journey,” he said. “He really brings 
out our full potential as players and helps 
us achieve what we want to achieve.”

Shaffer said he thinks very highly of the 
players that he coaches.

“It takes great players to be a great 
coach,” he said.

O’Connor said coaches who are inducted 
share honorable qualities.

“It takes a very special person, someone 
who has high levels of dedication; someone 
who can really connect to the team like 
[Shaffer] does,” he said. “It takes someone 
who’s passionate about succeeding but 
also takes into consideration other players 
around the community, for example, 
younger kids, like giving them lessons.”

Senior Nicko Bagnolo said he agreed it 
is not an easy task being noticed as one of 
Ohio’s greatest coaches.

“Ryan deserved to be inducted because 
he is the greatest coach the state of Ohio 
has ever seen,” he said. “He has won tons 
and tons of games coaching a number 
of different sports, and clearly deserved 
to be recognized for his outstanding 
accomplishments.”

Shaffer said he was proud he was 
honored with this accomplishment of being 
one of the few coaches being inducted into 
something so special.

“It’s probably the pinnacle as far as 

honors go that a coach can receive,” he 
said.

Bagnolo said Shaffer has all of the 
qualities a coach needs to be successful 
including winning many matches.

“To get inducted into the Hall of Fame, 
you pretty much have to be awesome,” 
he said. “You need to win a whole bunch 
of games and not lose very many in the 
process. You also have to have the support 
of all your players throughout the years, 
and that is something that [Shaffer] always 
had.”

Through the 22 years of 
coaching tennis, he said he hopes 
his players learn to not only 
succeed in tennis, but life itself.

“I hope they learn integrity 
and work ethic, and confidence,” 
Shaffer said.

At  the induction ceremony, O’Connor 
said Shaffer spoke about the team.

“He talked frequently on how his team 
and athletes were his family,” he said.

O’Connor also said Shaffer was glad to 
be recognized at the induction.

“He seemed grateful that his years of 
hard work paid off,” he said.

Shaffer said it was an honor to be noticed 
as one of the best coaches.

“I was humbled and honored and 
honestly happy,” he said.

Tennis coach inducted into HOF
Adrienne Devore
Staff Writer

Major League Baseball (MLB): 
the mention of its name brings 
images of Babe Ruth, Jackie 

Robinson and Mark McGwire up to the 
plate. However, for many it is easy to see 
that the tides have turned on what is known 
as the American past time.

Varsity baseball coach Mr. Jeff Hite said 
judging the downfall of MLB is difficult, 
and depends on the type of fan.

“To the average fan there’s a lot of down 
time to the game,” he said. “Most people 
want fast-paced sports. To the baseball 
purist it hasn’t died down.”

Baseball player senior Joey Housos said 
baseball is not dying out yet.

“I don’t believe it’s dying out, I 
think people may be over-analyzing the 
situation,” he said. “Many people I know 

still follow Major League Baseball and like 
to watch.”

However, according to BleacherReport.
com, MLB is a dying sport, which is due 
to the lack of salary cap on players and the 
“pitiful performance” of the umpires.

If MLB is, in fact, dying out, Hite said 
younger players and those looking to join 
sports could be affected.

“People that have grown up with Little 
League are still going to love baseball,” 
he said. “For someone who is just getting 
involved in sports, baseball is usually not 
their first choice.”

Housos said the sports world would be 
affected as well as younger players.

“If [the MLB] is dying out, that would 
affect the sports world a lot because baseball 
is known as a past time and is loved by a lot 
of people,” he said. “It could affect young 
players by giving them no hope of making 

it into the major leagues.”
According to BleacherReport.com, the 

enforcement of salary caps and umpire 
performance standards could help bring 
back the league.

Housos said MLB will never die, but 
there would be major consequences if it 
were to fail.

“The consequences would be: a lot of 
people very angry, and a lot of debate over 
why it ended,” he said.

Hite said despite speculation, MLB will 
never die out, but there would be problems 
if it were to end for those who love the 
sport.

“There would be a void to those who 
really love baseball,” he said. “They 
would be looking to find another sport. 
There’s too much money in pro sports 
for baseball to die out, but not enough to 
prevent its loss in popularity.” 

The MLB: an American love story

“It’s probably the pinnacle as far as 
honors go that a coach can receive.”

– Coach Ryan Shaffer
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Katie Livick
Staff Writer
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Champion Little 
Leaguers reunite 
at Hoover

Playing ball as a team since the Little 
Leagues, many of the Hoover Varsity 
baseball team have been together 

since their elementary years. In fact, eight 
of the team members played together on a 
Champion Williamsport team, which built 
teamwork and taught them the strengths of 
their teammates that they will play with for 
years to come. 

This Williamsport team won several 
titles including 2003, 2004 and 2005 
District 4 Champions along with third in 
state in 2003, state champions in 2004 and 
state runner-ups in 2005. 

Along with the trophies and plaques, 
Senior Jack Kastor said playing for this 
team has brought many other rewards for 
him in his baseball career. 

“Playing on these teams has helped 
me play high school baseball because it 
improved my confidence and made me 
think that I am a great baseball player who 
can compete with others at a higher level, 
such as high school baseball,” he said. 

Kastor  his teammates have been playing 
together for almost ten years, allowing 
them to play better as a team. 

“Our experience together has made us 
grow and develop as a [team],” he said. 

Senior Weston Zernechel said he agreed 
Williamsport has promoted teamwork.

“Our team has very good chemistry,” 
he said. “We know how to play with each 
other.”

Kastor said he believes the Williamsport 
team has improved the team’s playing in 
many ways.

“Since we have been on the same team 
for so long, each of us knows each others’  
weaknesses and also their strengths and can 
help each other out when needed,” he said.

Zernechel also said he thinks the 
Williamsport team has a good influence on 
the varsity team. 

“It has improved our teamwork by 
creating friendships both on and off the 
field,” he said. “We’ve grown up playing 
with each other, so we know how to play 
with each other and enjoy playing with one 
another.”

Mara Nickel
Staff Writer

Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
of Stark County, Ohio, Inc.

Joe L. Carpenter, DMD
Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

6653 Frank Ave. NW
North Canton, Ohio 44720

       330. 498.9920
Fax 330.498.9921
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Makin’ my mark

most
“Steroid use is a common problem

sport organizations like to ignore.”

St e r o i d 
use in 
M a j o r 

L e a g u e 
Baseball of 
late has been 
a hot topic 
this year. With 
Barry Bonds 
and Manny 
R a m i r e z 
in the 
headlines for 

the uses of this enhancing drug, it is 
once again causing havoc in the sports 
community.

Everyone knows of the illegal use of 
the drug and how prominent it seems 
to be in sports. Each year we hear of the 
many famous players expected of using 
the drug at some point in their careers. 
One of the most famous players that 
was found to have used steroids is Barry 
Bonds. Bonds had a stellar career with 
seven MVP awards and set the record for 
the most home runs hit ever with 762. 
Despite all of these accomplishments, 
Bond’s success was shrouded in 
controversy. In 2003 Barry Bonds was 
indicted on charges of perjury when he 
lied about his use of illegal steroids.  
Bonds is currently on trial for his charges 
of perjury and obstruction of justice. Just 
recently he was found guilty of obstruction 
of justice for impeding a grand jury in their 
investigation of his illegal drug use. 

Star player Manny Ramirez was just 
recently found to have used illegal drugs 
and was handed a 100 game suspension. 
After hearing of his suspension and his 
alleged use of drugs he went into an early 
retirement from the Tampa Bay Devil 
Rays. Ramirez never officially apologized 
for his actions but rather said he was 
“disappointed” in himself. Ramirez is 
most notable for his 500 home run 
record. 

Some of the most talented and 
promising athletes in the sports world 
have succumbed to the pressure to use 
steroids. When these athletes are caught 
many people wonder why athletes feel 
the need to ruin their careers and social 
lives. These athletes are selfish and have 

an unhealthy need to be the best that 
they can be even if it isn’t within the law. 

Athletes should focus more on their 
public image instead of focusing on 
the physical side of the business. For 
example, if Barry Bonds had just come 
clean from the beginning, his sentence 
and punishment would have been much 
less severe. Instead he denied the fact 

that he used steroids and in turn has 
changed the way most fans feel about 
him. 

Steroid use is a common problem  most 
sport organizations like to ignore. Most of 

these organizations like to think athletes 
are the epitome of a role model and they 
would never dare do something to taint 
their public image. The organizations 
need to accept the fact that steroid use 
is a problem in today’s sport society and 
address it with a no tolerance type of 
attitude. 

MLB should be given credit for handling 
the Manny Ramirez steroid use 
situation. A 100 game suspension 
is a large blow for a player who 
is expecting to play around 160 
games. A suspension that large 
is almost an entire season. 

We as sports fans and viewers 
should also realize the fact that 
athletes are not these perfect 

role models that we make them out to 
be. They should show us a little respect 
by refraining from an illegal use of drugs. 
We seem to always offer them respect so 
why can’t the favor  be returned? 

I don’t believe in steroids



The girls track team is off to another hot start this season, and 
they have defeated two formidable opponents in McKinley and 
GlenOak.

The boys tennis team has also had a fair amount of success. In 
their last two match-ups against Wooster and Revere, they quickly 
dispensed their opponents 5-0. All of their matches have proceeded 
in similar fashion.

 The girls softball team has also been on an absolute tear. They 
have made it look easy as they have cruised to a 5-0 start. Their 
closest game was a 3-0 shut-out against Boardman April 14.

The boys varsity lacrosse team has also been playing very well. 
They have only lost one game to St. Ignatius. Disappointingly, 
they lost 9-8 April 16. However, they were able to score victories 
against Solon and Wooster.
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– Clint Yoos
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Girls Lacrosse
The girl’s lacrosse team lost to Revere by a close score of 7-6. Scorers for 
the girls were senior Ally Merten, sophomore Megan Davidson and junior 
Emily Bergert. Junior Lexi Swisher had nine saves for the girls but it was 
not enough for them to come away with a win. Hoover now currently holds 
a 4-2 record. The girls will be back on the field against Kenston April 26.

Girls Track
The Girls track and field team continued their winning ways against Glenoak 
March 14. Top performers included freshman high jumper Julie Worley, senior 
Becca Maj and senior Shanice Smith. Smith ended the night by breaking two 
Hoover records in the 100 meter and 200 meter run. The girls finished with an 
88-49 win against GlenOak to make their record 3-0 in the federal league. Their 
next meet will be Tuesday at home.

Baseball 
The boys lost to Boardman by a score of 5-1 April 14. There were no 
homerun hits in the game. The boys currently hold a 5-2 record and a 0-2 
record in the federal league. The boys play Lake April 26.

The boys lacrosse team came away with a win against Wooster April 12 by a score 
of 16-1. Scorers for the boys included junior Seth Brown, senior Josh England, 
senior Ethan Frock and senior Sean Hohan. Brown had four assists. Senior Ethan 
Bishop had eight saves. Hoover now holds a record of 4-0. The boys will look for 
a win April 23 at Kent Roosevelt.

Boys Lacrosse

Softball

VIKING VIEW
S STOCK PHOTO

As the spring season kicks off to a new year, the Hoover 
sports teams have been running, training, passing, 
pitching, swinging and well, pretty much every other 

active verb that you can think of. However, as Ohio weather 
would have it, they have been doing it all mostly in the rain. 

But even so, they trek on. They fight each and every day 
while their coaches constantly try to improve them. Yes, it’s 
the age-old struggle that continues on today. The sometimes 
tenuous relationship that exists between player and coach. The 
coaches press the players on so that they can ultimately achieve a 
reputation of excellence for the school. They want to improve the 
image of the Hoover Vikings even if some of the students would 
rather deface the Viking.

But that is better left for another section. Here’s what’s going 
on in the ‘dead-heat’ of spring.

The softball team has just started playing; games have been cancelled due to rain 
and even snow. The team is undefeated. Their record is 5-0, and the team’s next 
couple of games line up is as followed: April 29 and April 30 at the Keystone 
Prebis Memorial Classic, May 3 at McKinley and May 5 at Jackson. The Lady 
Vikings play their games at the field across from Price Park.
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n Junior Haely Enot prepares for the upcoming 
play in Hoover’s recent home game against Re-
vere. The girls lost in close match 7-6.
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n (Clockwise from top left) Sophomore Cody Mihok lands 
in the long jump pit during a meet against McKinley. The 
boys won 76.5-60.5. n Senior Becca Maj jumps over a hur-
dle during the North Canton Relays April 9. The girls placed 
second in the event behind Louisville. nSenior C.J. Danne-
miller defends against a Solon opponent April 15. The boys 
won 13-12. n Sophomore Caly Russo prepares to release 
a pitch against Boardman. The girls defeated the Spartans 
3-0 April 14.AJ
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