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Letter from the 
editors
the school year is almost over and the seniors’ last day is upon us. From sad 

good-byes and yearbook signings to the underclassmen counting the days until 
they are the ones at the top of the school, there is definitely a range of emotions  

going though the student body at Hoover High. Whether you are a senior happy to 
graduate, a junior ready to become a senior or just an underclassmen happy for the 
summer to come, it is a time to remember your friends and spend as much time with 
them as you can.

Although summer is just around the corner, seniors and juniors can still enjoy prom 
together before parting ways. Remember to stay safe and do not forget the letters the 
elementary kids sent you; while they may have been funny in their lack of grammar, 
their messages still ring true. Do not mess up your prom night by doing something you 
will regret a few years down the road. 

When summer does come, spend it doing all the things you have been putting off, 
or that your parents have not been too willing to let you do over the weekend with 
school on Monday morning. Stay up late, go out to Steak-n-Shake at midnight with 
your friends, watch the stars and just run around — have as much fun as possible 
within the few short months allotted for high schoolers to take a break. 

While you are running around enjoying yourself this summer, make sure to 
remember your senior friends and spend as much time as you can with them before 
they leave for college this fall. And seniors, have fun! Make the most of your last 
months as a high schooler before going off to bigger and better things in college. Once 
you leave, do not forget where you came from or the people that helped you get to 
where you are going. 

From all of the editors and staff here at The Viking Views, we want to thank you for 
an amazing 2011-12 school year at Hoover High. Although this is the last issue you will 
hold in your hands for this school year, you have many amazing things to look forward 
to, be it college or another year here at Hoover. Good luck and enjoy it.
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Your editors,

Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspa-

per produced 7 times a year to approximately 
1,900 students and staff, as well as members of 
the community. As student editors make content 
decisions independently of the school’s staff 
and administration, the paper is considered a 
forum for student opinion. It is therefore exempt 
from prior review or restraint in both principle 
and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and en-
couraged. Letters must be signed, but, upon 
request, they may be published anonymously 
at the discretion of the staff. The Viking Views 
reserves the right to edit letters for space and 
content in order to maintain the paper’s high 

standards against obscenity, libelous mate-
rial, and personal attacks. Letters that exhibit a 
blatant disregard for such standards will not be 
considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of 
a majority of the editorial board. No one indi-
vidual may be held responsible for the opinions 
expressed therein. Signed editorials and col-
umns reflect the opinion of the writer and not 
The Viking Views, adviser or school. The Viking 
Views takes all measures possible to make a 
clear distinction between fact and opinion in all 
news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views 
will print retractions as they are brought to the 
attention of the staff.
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AROUND THE WORLD        MAY 2012

Washington, DC, USA
Officials confirmed a double 
agent working with the CIA 
and Saudi intelligence agen-
cies delivered a would-be 
bomb to the U.S. govern-
ment.

Greece
The euro fell against the dollar           
May 7 on growing uncertainty about 
Greece’s government and whether 
the country will continue to be part 
of the euro. After a weekend elec-
tion, Greek leaders failed to create a 
new government May 7.

Tokyo, Japan
Eastern Japan was hit by 

a killer tornado May 6,      
leaving one person dead, 

ten injured and more than a 
thousand homes and build-

ings damaged. 

London, England
The 2012 Summer Olympic 

Games, officially the Games 
of the XXX Olympiad, will 

take place in London, Eng-
land, United Kingdom, from 

July 27 to August 12.
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SUBSCRIBERS

The Barbush Family
The Baxter Family
Dr. Charles E. Belles, 
Optometrist
Belmont Business Systems
and The Crofford Family
Drs. Rhonda and Andrea 
Company, DDS
Chris and Lee Ann Devore
Forever Memories Custom
Quilts
Dr. Gary L. Giammarco, DDS
Jordan D. Greenwald
Mike and Sherry Huth
Key Investment Services 
LLC, Peggy Yoos, Financial         
Advisor
Kumon Math & Reading 
Center of North Canton
Law Offices of Sandra L. 
Merrill
The Livick Family
North Canton Veterinary 
Clinic
Dr. Ted A. Rath, Optometrist
The Swope Family — Troy,
Deshaun, Nick and Lucas

OHIO NEWS

Brecksville
Five men charged with plotting to bomb 
the Route 82 bridge last week plead not 
guilty to charges against them at a pre-
liminary hearing May 7 in Cleveland.

North Canton
Former North Canton student Ma-

son Weitzel passed away May 8 
in a tragic auto accident. His body 

was returned to North Canton 
May 11 for a burial service.

Columbus
President Barack Obama kicked off 
his re-election campaign in must-win 
Ohio, May 5 at Ohio State.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT
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System. He will be the bridge between 
the organization and the people who use 
their service by doing public speaking for 
student and company groups, leadership 
training for employees and strategic 
planning for the operation.

Gallina said his decision was based 
on a combination of things.

“I will now have the opportunity to 
retire from education and start a second 
career, still be able to help the North 
Canton community — and I will be 
available for my grandson being born in 

the fall,” he said. “I will also have the 
challenge of doing something new.”

As treasurer of North Canton City 
Schools, Mr. Todd Tolson said he is happy 
for Gallina.

“I am very excited for him; I think 
it is a great opportunity,” he said. 
“Professionally though, I hate to see him 
go because he is a great leader.”

Senior Kate Pelini agreed with Tolson 
and said she believes Gallina will excel in 
his new job.

“I think he’s the greatest superintendent 

Next year at this time, the North 
Canton City School District will 
be finishing its first year with a 

new superintendent. Mr. Mike Gallina, 
after eight years of serving the community 
as superintendent, will retire at the end of 
the 2012 school year.

Although Gallina will not be working 
in our community as superintendent next 
year, he said he will still be able to help 
North Canton through his new job as the 
director of Outreach and Organization 
Development for AultCare Health 

How lucky [we] are to 
have something that 
makes saying good-
bye so hard...

— A. A. Milne
Author

Thank You

From the air “high-fives” to the special, starred letters of congratulations, North Canton 
City Schools superintendent Mr. Mike Gallina made a point for the students to know he 
was more than a man who supervised the district from his office. He attended sporting, 
academic and art events. He was a guest anchor on HVTV news. He was involved. Before 
his retirement in June, many students, staff and families  would like to say

Story by Megan Sigler
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“I had a value and belief that the 
role of superintendent could be 
done with the heart of students 

and staff as the focus.” 
— Mr. Mike Gallina

a school could ask for, and although I 
know he is going to be incredibly missed, 
what he’s going to be doing at AultCare 
is right up his alley,” she said. “He’s the 
perfect man for community outreach.”

As a former superintendent and future 
AultCare director, Gallina said he has 
always had the heart to be involved.

“The reason I wanted to become 
superintendent of the North Canton City 
School District is because I had a value 
and belief that the role of a superintendent 
could be done with the heart of 
students and staff as the focus,” he 
said. “I believed that if I had the heart 
to be involved, then I could do it 
differently than most thought it could 
be done.”

Junior Nick Hazen said Gallina 
has made an impact on him as a 
student.

“Last year I broke my jaw playing 
lacrosse, and ever since then, he always 
asks me how my jaw is feeling and how 
my sports are going,” he said. “It makes 
me feel really good [to know] that there 
is someone out there, someone who’s not 
even a family member or a person I see 
every day, who knows and cares so much 
about me.”

Pelini agreed.
“Coming to a musical takes a decent 

amount of time out of his day, and I love 
receiving my gold-starred letter afterward 
telling us how proud he is that our school 
puts on such a great show,” she said. 
“And with more formal events like NHS 
induction, I’m always amazed at how he 
can speak and have the entire room silent 
with his inspirational words; it takes 

someone really special to be able to do 
that.”

Tolson said the personal interaction 
Gallina has with the students is what 
makes him special.

“Just the fact that every student in 
North Canton knows who Gallina is, is 
amazing,” he said. “Most students don’t 
even know their superintendent.”

Gallina said the best part of everyday 
was when he had time with the students 
and staff.

“I will miss the students; it was the 
hardest part of my decision because 
sharing in their day is what I liked best,” 
he said. “I always want to do more and 
I’ll miss interacting and sharing in their 
experiences.”

Pelini said Gallina is a man who truly 
makes an effort to be at everything, and 
one can tell that he genuinely supports the 
students and is excited for what they have 
to offer.

“My mom always says that there 
must be seven of him because he always 
seems to find a way to be at everything, 
supporting every student,” she said. “It 
makes us feel that someone really cares 
about what we work for.”

Hazen agreed and said Gallina visits 

every school, attends every event and is 
always the most energetic guy there.

“Mr. Gallina makes kids feel like there 
is always somebody looking out for you,” 
he said. “Lots of times kids feel like it’s 
us against authority, but Mr. Gallina was 
always the guy on our side.”

Gallina said his best memory of being 
superintendent was the amount of energy 
the community had at school events, but 
strongly believes he is leaving his job as 
superintendent on a good note.

“I’m at peace with where I am 
in the superintendency because 
every time I see the smile on a 
student’s face, that makes my 
day,” he said. “My career is the 
sum of all those smiles.”

Pelini said North Canton City 
Schools will not be the same 
without Gallina.

“Although I’m sure our 
new superintendent will be excellent, I 
think it’s hard to find someone as loved 
and respected as Mr. Gallina,” she said. 
“He is the embodiment of everything a 
superintendent should be, but so much 
more because he’s always so selfless, 
saying he’s blessed to work in our district 
— but we’re blessed to have him.”

Tolson agreed and said Gallina’s 
dedication will be missed.

“I do not think the North Canton City 
School District can be the same without 
him; no one can replace Gallina,” he said. 
“The new superintendent is going to have 
to bring their own shoes because they 
cannot replace his.” n

(opposite page) NCCS superintendent Mr. Mike Gallina poses with the then newly-fin-
ished basketball court. n (bottom left) Gallina speaks with high school students in the 
library in 2005. n Gallina competing in the dodgeball tournament in 2007.
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The end of an era
Kindergarten Center prepares for district changes
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At the end of the 2011-12 school 
year, the Mary L. Evans Early 
Childhood Center will make a 

transition to Northwood and Clearmount 
to provide educational opportunities to 
students. 

For 23 years, the Kindergarten Center 
has been a part of North Canton City 
Schools. However, the fate of the school 
will change as the year comes to an end. 

Dean of Students, Mr. Ted Hall said the 
building will be a home for developmental 
preschool classes, Special Resources 
district, Professional Development center 
and the North Canton Heritage Society. 

Many who are a part of the Kindergarten 
Center are excited for the upcoming 
changes, including kindergarten teacher 
Mrs. Laurel Donley. Since the kindergarten 
program at Northwood and Clearmount 
will become all-day, teachers have better 
opportunities with their students. 

“It’s hard to fit everything in two hours, 
so it’ll be better with a full day,” Donley 
said. 

Tori Narby
Staff Writer

Though the changes for next year are 
drastic, Hall said the past year has been 
filled with wonderful memories. 

“I enjoy everyday,” he said. “I meet 
students on arrival with a handshake, 
welcoming them back to their day at the 
Kindergarten Center.” 

He also said he has been involved in 

North Canton City Schools for many years, 
but being at the Kindergarten Center has 
given him so many opportunities. 

Hall said he was appointed by 
Superintendent Mr. Mike Gallina to 
“assist in the transition of the kindergarten 
program to Northwood and Clearmount for 
the [2012-2013 school year].” 

According to Hall, this year has been 
full of opportunities, including meeting 
with the young students daily and to be a 
part of their early education.

“It has truly been a blessing,” he said. 

He said he attends most of the Hoover 
graduations, but is excited to attend the 
graduation of this year’s kindergartners, 
the graduating class of 2024.

“I look forward to being at that 
graduation,” Hall said. 

Donley said although she looks forward 
to the change, she has enjoyed her time at 

the Kindergarten Center.
“The Kindergarten Center is like a 

family,” she said. 
Sophomore Courtney Pepper, who 

attended the Kindergarten Center, said 
she remembers her time fondly — 
adding one of her favorite things about 
kindergarten was sitting in the little 
chairs and desks.

“Those are my childhood memories,” 
she said.

Hall said the center will remain a staple 
in the history of North Canton and its 
school system. 

“We’ll be remembered by former 
students, staff and the community for years 
to come,” he said. n

 
Dean of Students Mr. Ted Hall sits with the                         
kindergarten class of 2024. The Mary L. Evans Early 
Childhood Center will close at the end of this school 
year. The kindergarten program will move to North-
wood and Clearmount next year. 

“It has truly been a 
blessing.” 

- Mr. Ted Hall
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He risked his life for his country; if 
asked again, he wouldn’t hesitate 
the call.

“Of course I’d serve again,” Vietnam 
veteran Mr. Richard Venditti said. Venditti 
spoke to the sophomore 
history classes of Mr. Charles 
Collier and Mr. Shawn 
Billker April 27. Venditti 
served in the infantry units 
for the United States.

“I feel that when you live 
in a country and you have 
the freedom provided by that 
country, then you should do 
something in return for your 
country,” he said. “It’s one of 
the reasons why we live in 
supposedly one of the best 
countries.”  

The Vietnam War carried 
many controversial issues with it — and 
was the subject of mass protests. According 
to Venditti, protestors would create picket 
signs and go around government buildings 
chanting the reasons why we should stay 
out of war. 

“I don’t understand why people protest 
us when we are the people that protect this 
great nation and them,” he said.

Billker said Venditti’s talk to war to a 
personal level.

“[Venditti] talked about how it was very 
uncomfortable to sleep on the ground,” he 
said. 

Venditti shared many of his Vietnam 
experiences to the history students 

throughout the day. Sophomore Kaleigh 
Barth was among them. 

“I felt that it was very sad when Mr. 
Venditti said he and his fellow soldiers 
missed an airplane’s shipment of supplies 
and they had to make do with the supplies 
that they had saved before,” she said. “His 
stories were powerful and touching.” 

Venditti told the classes the memories of 

Vietnam veteran speaks of war and military service
Celina VanZant
Staff Writer

The real call of duty

“I feel that when you live in a 
country and you have the free-
dom provided by that country, 
then you should do something 

in return for your country.”
— Mr. Richard Venditti
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the war still haunt his dreams and thoughts 
to this day.

“My experiences were all very 
traumatic,” he said.

Billker said the talk was powerful. 
“I can’t even imagine what it must have 

been like to come home, knowing that after 
all of that fighting, you didn’t 
win the war,” he said. 

Sophomore Matthew 
Sahadi is a student so moved 
by the sacrifices of our military 
personnel, he wrote a song 
about wars and veterans. 

“Mr. Collier asked us to 
write either a song or a poem 
about the Vietnam War, so I 
wrote a song and called it Toy 
Soldiers,” he said. 

When he finished writing 
the song and Venditti came to 
speak, Sahadi said he gave the 
lyrics to Venditti. 

“I felt that the song took time and I 
was amazed at how nice the lyrics were,” 
Venditti said. 

Sahadi shared some of the lyrics from 
his song:

“Three weeks into fighting we felt scared 
and alone; the gunfire’s frightening and we 
just wanted to go home.” 

Venditti said he was touched by the 
sincerity of the song.

“I looked and reread over the lyrics at 
least five times, to try and remember the 
lyrics because I liked them so much,” he 
said.

Sahadi said when it comes to the songs, 
he works with his brother, 2006 Hoover 
alumnus Michael Sahadi. Sahadi said they 
both have a deep respect for the country 
and its military.

“We love our great nation and support 
our troops always,” he said. “They sacrifice 
so much and receive little to nothing in 
return.”

Sahadi said he feels that one need not 
agree with the war to respect those in 
uniform.

“You don’t have to support the war, 
but you do need to support our nation’s 
servicemen and women,” he said. “God 
bless America.” n
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a new chapter
Mrs. Green

After 36 years of teaching factoring, 
stats and everyone’s favorite proofs, math 
teacher Mrs. Carol Green is retiring at the 
end of this year.

Green said she has always enjoyed 
working with kids.

“It started in the fifth grade,” she said. 
“My teacher encouraged me in math, and I 
thought maybe this is what I could do.” 

From upstate New York, Green has been 
teaching at Hoover for nearly 30 years, in 
Algebra, Geometry and AP Stats.

“I’m going to miss the one-on-one 
interaction,” she said. “I like seeing students 
grow, not only through subject matter, but 
as people.”

Green has been active throughout the 
school, helping with proms and has served 
as math department chair. She hopes that 
Hoover will remember her.

“I hope students see me as a person who 
really strives to understand the course, but 
with fun added,” she said.

After retiring, Green hopes to play more 
tennis, which is one of her favorite things. 
She also hopes to visit her children, help 
out with her family and travel with her 
husband; however, she will not miss getting 
up at 5:30 A.M.

At Hoover, “every day is different,” and 
Green said she is really going to miss that.

“It’s going to be sad,” she said. 
Mr. Hall

Mr. Ted Hall, dean of students at the 
Kindergarten Center, is retiring from 
working all over the district after 35 years 
with North Canton City Schools.

Hall spent his entire career in the district 
– and even student-taught here. Among his 
positions were teaching social studies at 
Hoover, being the Media Services director, 

serving as Assistant Principal at Hoover and 
being dean of students for 2011-12 year of 
the Mary L. Evans Kindergarten Center.

He said he has helped with many projects 
at Hoover, including the making of Hoover 
Hall, the district library program, Channel 
11 and many others.

“I feel I’ve had a great opportunity to get 
to know staff, programming, students and 
the community with the district perspective 
in a variety of job responsibilities for North 
Canton City Schools,” Hall said.

Ending his career with the Class of 
2024, Hall said he is very grateful for the 
opportunity.

“It’s great to share in their lives, to see 
what they’re excited about when they get 
off the bus,” he said.

After retiring, Hall said he plans to 
spend time with his family and church, 
travel and still stay active in the North 
Canton Community.
Mrs. Couch

Mrs. Carol Couch is retiring after 30 
years of teaching — 29 of which have been 
dedicated to the students of Hoover.

“It’s been such a huge part of my life,” 
she said.  “It’s like losing family.”

Couch attributed part of her success to 
her students.

“It’s all about the kids,” she said.  “[As 
a teacher], you may influence students 
and not know about it until years later.  
You have to take your role as an influence 
seriously.”

Couch firmly believes her role in her 
students’ lives from personal experiences 
that she’s had while at Hoover.

“[A former student once told me] I’m 
the reason she didn’t get high everyday 
before school, because she didn’t want to 
disappoint me,” she said. “We are rewarded 

After years of hard work and dedication, a few district staff members are retiring at the 
end of this year. All said although they have many plans for retirement, they will miss 
NCCS greatly as they begin

knowing we have touched the future.”
Couch continues to touch the lives of 

those around her, even after retiring.
“I hope to volunteer and travel some,” 

she said.  “It’s really up to where the Lord 
takes me.”
Mrs. Sowd

Science teacher Mrs. Ann Sowd, who 
worked as a medical technologist for 12 
years, then a teacher for 17 years, is now 
trying something new.

“I’m actually going to open my own 
business,” she said, referring to custom 
window treatments. Sowd did it as a hobby, 
but now wants to express her artistic 
talents.

She said she knew she wanted to be a 
teacher when she did volunteer work for 
the school while her kids were in school 
because she enjoyed the kids so much.

“Everyday we work with great kids,” 
she said. “They inspire me. They keep [us 
teachers] young. I’m certainly going to miss 
the students, and I’m going to miss my co-
workers. We had really great times.” 
Mrs. Fernandez

Mrs. Carolyn Fernandez, one of the 
familiar faces at Hoover, is retiring after 25 
years. 

Fernandez works in the main office as a 
secretary and said she will greatly miss the 
staff and students.

Fernandez said she is looking forward to 
more free time so she can sleep in, read and 
work out more.

As a main office secretary, Fernandez 
constantly keeps busy with helping run 
the school; however, she said the best part 
about her job is “just being around the 
students.”

“[The students] make us laugh and keep 
us thinking young.” n

Story by Mikki Morris, Robert Richards and Brian Warner n Photos by Sarah Mills, Hannah Rocco and Haley Sasser
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How would you describe your style? 1950’s meets 
urban New York.
What is your favorite store/label? Salvation Army 
and Goodwill.
Are there any trends or styles you dislike? When 
people wear running shoes everyday.
Do you have any advice to people trying to be fash-
ionable? Don’t be embarrased or scared to try some-
thing on. Something on a hanger can look completely 
different on you.

How would you describe your style? East coast prep.
What is your favorite store/label? Polo, J.Crew and 
Sperry’s
Are there any trends or styles you dislike? Men 
wearing tight jeans
Do you have any advice to people trying to be fash-
ionable? To dress preppy or nice, it doesn’t neces-
sarily cost a lot of money. There are plenty of places 
where [clothes] are reasonably priced.

Hoover’s most fashion forward share 
their secretsUNCOVERED:

Men of Style

Q&A by Maria Stroia

Alex Smith Brendan O’Toole

*Disclaimer: All students were choosen and voted on by The Viking Views
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Sarah Matthews Zanira Sandu
How would you descibe your style? A mix of bohe-
mian and vintage pieces, but more simple
Where do you mostly shop? H&M, Urban Otufitters, 
and I occasionally go thrifting
What piece of clothing should every girl own? A 
good quality leather and denim jacket
 Are there any trends or styles you dislike? Uggs, 
hair feathers, and tee-shirts with a brand name 
across the front
What is your favorite piece of attire you own? Either 
my oxfords or the white lace dress I bought in France

How would you descibe your style? My style is ever 
changing, one day I’m 90’s grunge the next I’m classi-
cally girlie 
Where do you mostly shop? TopShop, H&M,  
Anthropolgy and stores similar
Are there any trends or styles you dislike? Crocs, 
hair tinsil, and uggs
What designers do you love most  Marc Jacobs, 
Acne, Miu Miu, Carven, Stella McCartney, Chloe, Mul-
berry, Chanel, Lanvin, and Proenzo Schuler
What’s a huge influence on your style? Fashion Blogs

Hoover’s most fashion forward share 
their secrets

Women of Style

Q&A by carly preston
The Viking Views.features
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Emily
Everett

“...I can talk to her 
about anything.”
— Emily Stryker

Story by Ali McNeese n Photos by Maddie Light

While most students at Hoover 
High School enjoy listening to 
music, senior Emily Everett is 

all about making it. Everett participated 
in three musicals at Hoover including: 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, AIDA and Peter Pan. 

She was a member of Freshman Choir, 
Women’s Chorale, A Cappella, High Notes 
and is currently in Hi-Los. Her abundant 
past in music gives Everett a reason to 
call herself a “music nerd.” Though 
she’s been singing since she could 
talk, three teachers that all share a 
passion for music influenced Everett’s 
musical abilities even further.

“Mrs. Shaub at the middle 
school helped me develop my love 
of performing,” she said. “In high 
school, Mrs. Grewell and Mr. Jacoby 
have really helped me a lot  in terms of 
getting rid of my stage fright, being alive 
and exhuberent on stage, encouraging me 
to do auditions and of course controlling 
my voice.”

Though shy at first, Everett lights up 
on stage and gives each production her 
all.

“Performing in general is always 
fantastic because you get to interact with 
everyone in the audience and share music 
with others,” she said. “The musicals are 
so much fun to participate in and the end 
product is always so gratifying.”

Everett’s love for music goes much 
further than performing. Psychology 
teacher Mr. Dave Reese had Everett in 
class and said he was impressed with “her 
vast knowlege of music.”

“I would ask her trivia about disco 
music and she knew all the answers,” 
Reese said. “She is the only student I 
ever had who knew that The Andrea 
True Connection performed ‘More More 
More.’”

Senior Emily Stryker has been friends 
with Everett for five years. They have  
performed in musicals together, as well as 
High Notes and now Hi-Los together. 

“Emily and I have had so many 

memories and have shared so many 
laughs throughout the musicals and Hi-
Los,” Stryker said. “Those experiences 
wouldn’t be the same without her.”

Singing in High Notes and Hi-Los 
together for the past couple years, Everett 
said her and Stryker are attached at the 
hip. 

“She really has made high school a 
wonderful experience,” Everett said. 

The friendship Everett and Stryker 
share     is not the only bond in the Hi-Los 
group. According to Everett, the group 
itself is very close. 

“I love this years Hi-Los group,” she 
said. “It really is such a fun group of people 
and we always get to do such amazing 
things as a group and they always make 

our rehearsals interesting and we always 
have something to laugh about.”  

Everett’s favorite memory from choir 
proves just how interesting the rehearsals 
can get.

“My favorite memory from Peter Pan 
was at one of our final rehearsals [when] 
Emily Stryker had a life-size cutout of 
James Dean that she brought with her 
from and English Presentation,” she said. 
“James Dean warmed up with us and he 

danced with us as well.”
Aside from having top notch 

musical abilities, Everett is also 
an outstanding student. Reese said 
she was a pleasure to have in the 
classroom.

“She would quietly soak up all 
the learning and teaching in class,” 
she said. “She has a very quiet and 
non-threatening leadership style.”

As well as being a careful listener in 
the classroom, Stryker said Everett’s best 
quality is also her listening skills.

“She’s a great listener and I can talk to 
her about anything,” she said.

For Reese, his perception of Everett is 
completely different.

“I would describe Emily as a 
wonderful person who is fun to be around, 
knowledgeable, sensitive, very musical, 
and a great representation of Hoover High 
School,” he said.

Whether it’s her love for music or her 
caring personality, Everett excels in all 
that she does.

“I think she is simply a great human 
being and I was fortunate to have her in 
class,” Reese said. n    
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Kate Winters is an average 
eighteen year old girl living in 
New York City with her mother. 
The problem? Her mother is 
dying. Reluctantly, Kate accepts 
her last wish to return to her 
childhood home of Eden, 
Michigan. Now, she has to start 
her senior year in a new school 
and a new town, with the fear 
that her mother won’t live to 
see Christmas. 

Kate has always been solitary, 
so when head cheerleader Ava 
invites her to a bonfire, she is 
reluctant to go. She decides to 
go anyways, but nothing could 
have prepared her for Ava to be 

the only one there, and for her to 
jump into a river. When Kate jumps in after her and pulls her out, 
she is dead. Then she meets Henry. He claims to be Hades, Greek 
god of the Underworld, and asks Kate what she would do to have 
Ava back. When she replies “Anything,” he tells her to read the 
myth of Persephone and she will understand what he wants from 
her. Kate is sure that he’s crazy until Ava wakes up, alive and well. 
Once she reads the myth, she thinks that it is insane and probably 
illegal for him to expect her to live with him for half of the year. 
So when he shows up at her house asking if she had considered 
his offer, she refuses. The next day, Ava is found dead, and Kate 
realizes that since she didn’t uphold her end of the bargain, neither 
did he. She goes to Henry’s home where she begs him to bring her 
back. He says he cannot undo, only prevent, and she realizes that 
he is talking about her mother. So she stays, and learns that she 
will have to pass seven tests, without knowing when she is taking 
them. If she passes, she will become a goddess, and Henry’s bride. 
If she fails, well, the last eleven girls who have taken the tests have 
been killed, and the murderer has not yet been discovered. She 
is thrown into a world full of gods, magic and romance, but will 
do whatever she can to save her mother, and to save Henry from 
fading out of existence forever.

This book has something for everyone, with everything from 
Henry and Kate’s budding love story to the suspense you feel 
throughout the entire book, waiting to find out if she will survive 
the unkown murderer’s schemes. The whole book is so full of plot 
twists that you will be on the edge of your seat, and the end is 
the craziest twist of all. So whether you are into romance, action, 
suspense or really any genre, the next time you need a book to 
read you should pick up a copy of Aimée Carter’s The Goddess 
Test.    

The Goddess Test
By: Aimée Carter

Books We Love College Search

nThe school was founded in 1839 in Colombia, Missouri. It was 
the first public university that was opened west of the Mississippi 
River.
nUniversity of Missouri is home to the world’s first journalism 
school, which was established in 1908. University of Missouri is 
still famous today for their stellar journalism program.
n They offer over 280 degree options, along with 75 online degree 
programs for a variety of career options.
n The cost to attend University of Missouri as an out-of-state 
student is roughly $34,158 per year, which includes tuition, 
boarding, books/supplies and personal expenses. Of course, this 
cost depends on the courses being taken by a student.
n In 1986, Missouri’s mascot “Truman the Tiger” made his debut. 
He is named after president Harry Truman, who was born in 
Independence, Missouri.
n The Missouri basketball team, the MU Tigers, is it’s crown jewel 
in terms of athletics, but they also offer many other sports such as 
football, baseball and cross country.
n Missouri also offers many student activities and clubs, from 
fraternities and sororities, religious centers and service/leadership 
projects, along with other various recreational centers for an 
exciting student life.
n University of Missouri has a student body of over 33,000 
students from 115 countries around the world, and every state 
in the nation.
n Their main campus is over 1,250 acres, and since it is designated 
as a botanic garden, houses many various species of flora.
n  The info above was provided by University of Missouri’s official 
website, which is a great source for anyone interested in this 
university.
n  For any additional info on University of Missouri, visit www.
Missouri.edu.

University of Missouri:

Compiled by Maria Stroia
Photo courtesy of Google

Written by Libby DiLauro
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(Clockwise from top left) A flamingo tongue sits on a piece 
of seaweed. n Seniors Dara Hecht and Jenna Fisher hold a 
West Indian Cusion Star against classmate Tyler Monnot. 
n Students examine elkhorn coral. n A nurse shark rests 
at the bottom of Turtle Reef. n A view from the beach 
at Piegon Cay — students normally enjoyed lunch on the 
beaches. n Students catch a glimpse of a Hawksbill sea 
turtle. n Mr. Steve Wood holds a slated-pencil sea urchin 
for his students to see. n Senior Jon Nutt poses next to 
the nurse shark. n Seniors Heather Ramsey, Rebecca 
Junod, Jenna Fisher and Dara Hecht pose before a snorkel. 
PHOTOS BY REBECCA JUNOD AND MADELINE TAUSCHER
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Our Mission

“We strive to provide our honest opinions while representing 
all sides, and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions”

A unified Viking district 
Unifying elementary schools has become a raging topic 

around the administration and parent groups of North Canton 
City Schools. In case you’ve been left out of all the drama over 
it, consider yourself lucky. The idea that came into existence is 
that next year the elementary schools will be merged.  Greentown 
and Northwood will be merged sending kindergartners through 
second graders to Northwood and third through fifth grade will be 
going to Greentown. Orchard Hill and Clearmount are following 
the same pattern: Clearmount taking K-2, and Orchard Hill taking 
3-5. From this point, they are elementary and intermediate 
schools.

With this unified design program dissipates the separation 
of the elementary schools. Each school will now have its colors 
changed to the NCCS orange and black, and each mascot will be 
the [little] Viking. So long Clearmount Comets, Orchard Hill Owls, 
Greentown Cougars and Northwood Tigers. Hello Little Vikes.

We at The Viking Views feel this merge is the best thing for the 
district. It allows students to get to know more of their peers as 
they go through their younger stages of education. Face it, did we 
ever really interact with the kids that were first graders when we 
were fifth graders? With this plan, schools can focus on specific 
age demographics. This new school design will allow students the 
opportunity to excel in the North Canton City Schools district.

A well-deserved appreciation
While we all recognize that Vietnam was a time in American 

history that we much prefer to put a shadow upon, it is a fac-
tor that must be recognized. When Richard Venditti came to the 
sophomore classes, he brought with him a history we as citizens 
should come to know. Not only did he share what it was like to be 
in a time of war, her also went in depth with each story and how 
it affected him.

Vietnam was a time when many Americans did not want to 
recognize that we were at war with another country. We did not 
want to encounter the fact that we were killing people who were 
not suppose to be killed. And yet, we never recognized the men 
and women who risked their lives in a foreign country. What those 
Americans did for us was what they felt they were called and com-
pelled to do. How do we call ourselves a great nation when we 
cannot even recognize those who sacrificed themselves for us? 
Why can we not be better people and come to appreciate what 
those soldiers did for us? What is sincerely needed is to give a 
thank you to all the servicemen and women. They have done so 
much for us and we could never pay them back. They sacrificed so 
much; the least we can do if offer thanks and appreciation. 

Thank you, Mr. Gallina
North Canton City Schools Superintendent Mr. Mike Gallina 

has always been a part of school life. From his air high-fives to 
assemblies and concerts, the students could always count on him 
to show up. But the students coming to North Canton City Schools 
next year won’t have the privilege of meeting Gallina because he 
is retiring in June. While we at The Viking Views are confident 
the district will hire a someone who will continue with successful 
leadership, we’d like to take a moment to recognize Gallina, our 
superintendent.

Gallina put effort into understanding and knowing the students. 
From grade one, he visited our classrooms and assemblies and 
really seemed to know us. As we moved on to middle school, 
we saw him at musicals and concerts or speaking at events and 
banquets. In high school, he participated in the student-staff 
challenges and would be a guest judge for debates and speeches. 
He’d drop by at late nights as student journalists worked on The 
Viking Views. He spoke at graduation as well for the seniors. 

We at The Viking Views wish Mr. Gallina all the best in his new 
career. We appreciate all he’s contributed and look forward to 
seeing him at a football game or community event. We will miss 
him.
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Mara Nickel n Jenna Romell n Jenn Shaw n Clint Yoos 
n Carly Preston n Sami Nonno

“I’m going to miss having a 
locker to put my things in 
because I won’t have one in 
college.”
— Sarah Chellinsky, 12

“The friendships I’ve made 
and the bonds I’ve obtained. 
I’ll also miss band, and I’ll                       
definitely miss not having to 
pay for school.”

— Steven Graham, 12

“There are a number of things that I will miss. The great 
teachers ranting about random things during lunch and 
hanging out with people that can spell my last name. I’m 
going to miss my seal in high school, the one at the front 
of the classroom, surrounded by my best friends.”
— Jasmine McNenny, 12

“I am going to miss the strong relationships that I gained with 
some teachers. Mr. Kozee, Mr. Johnsen, Mr. [Troy] Clark and Mr. 
[Casey] Clark were all influential people in my life whether they 
knew it or not. I will also miss being a part of a great student   sec-
tion cheering our teams.”
— Warren Davidson, 12

“[I am going to miss] being with my friends and knowing they’re 
going to be there everyday. Telling jokes and just all the funny 
things that happen — even getting hit in the head with a Frisbee 
during priv.”
— Ashley Austin, 12

“I will miss the bond that we have all created over the past twelve 
or so years. It’s nice having friends that I’ve known all of my life.”
— Maria Hart, 12

What are you going to 
miss most about Hoover 

High School?

“I would go with a 
group of friends for 
the whole summer to 
a tropical island with 
an unlimited supply of 
fun.”
— Tahja Grier, 11

“I would go 
to the Mall of 
America.”
— Lauren
Steenrod, 10

“I would go to Lon-
don and watch the 
summer Olympics.”
— Kim 
Steinhebel, 9

“I would take all 
my friends and go 
to Bonnaroo or 
Loloapalooza and 
go crazy.”
— Taylor Pocock, 
10

this summer, what would it be?
If you could do one thing  

Views
Student

“Probably go rock 
climbing on Mt.      
Everest.”
— Nick Gang, 9
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Done. Finished. Over. Going, going 
gone.
The end of the school year is fast 

approaching. Exam days are our last 
days, but not for the seniors.

They will be done by May 18. That 
is not far away. And it is so hard not to 
think about the seniors packing up and 
heading off to college, or a job or just 
out to their next big adventure in life.

This whole process of going away 
and leaving is something you usually 

celebrate. You have Graduation parties and other fun things to 
celebrate this start of something new. Becoming independent and 
going out into the real world is a 
big deal because the world is sim-
ply just out there waiting for you!

But what I never realized about 
these goodbyes until this year is 
how much this leaving affects ev-
eryone around them.

This year, I was involved in dif-
ferent activities like: Hi-Los, the 
fall Drama Club play, and Teen Institute that allowed me to get to 
know some awesome seniors. I got to meet new people, but also 
got even closer to those who I had known before. But it was not 
until the musical in February that it hit me. 

What will next year be like without them?
Everyone talks about the seniors and their feelings of nervous-

ness, excitement and sadness, but no one really talks about what 
happens to the rest of us who still stay here at Hoover for the next 
few years. 

Yes, we will all reach the time when we have to embrace our 
futures, but while our friends who we feel like we have barely got 
to know move on and leave, it is hard.

It’s hard because in a school like Hoover, you have KOMs, 
teacher aids, board members and other upperclassmen that you 
look up to. 

This admiration turns into a respect for those who have gone 
through things you are currently involved in, and this admiration 
evolves into a desire to become friends with the people you look 

up to. At first you may have been trying to be friends with them 
to be accepted, but for me at least, when I became friends with 
certain people I realized just how much their friendship means. 

Now, I completely support inter-class friendships. They are 
great. I cannot say enough about how thankful I am to know some 
of these seniors, let alone be able to call them my friends. These 
friendships have gotten me through some tough times, and al-
ways make me smile.

But I was not prepared for the fact that I would soon have to say 
goodbye. This whole “concept of leaving”, as my friend Clint Yoos 
said while on our choir trip to New York City, is hard to grasp. 

Goodbyes are tough. They never will be easy, but with things 
like Facebook, Twitter and even just funny story text messages, it 
helps you keep in touch with friends who are leaving. But even 
with these useful tools, unfortunately it isn’t going to be the 
same.

The seniors will move on to their eventful new lives and all we 
can do here at Hoover is watch 
them shine.

As much as it may hurt to 
not be as up-to-date on their 
daily happenings, we all need to 
look at the bright side of these 
friendships.

As Dr. Seuss once said, “Don’t 
cry because it’s over, smile be-

cause it happened.”
I know that I am definitely going to try my best to view the se-

niors going away with this kind of attitude. I cannot promise that 
I won’t shed a tear or two, but if I look back on everything that’s 
gone on this year with myself and my senior friends, I can’t help 
but smile. 

Funny car rides, after school zaniness and everything in be-
tween just makes me realize how lucky we all are to have such a 
great senior class. I personally would not have had such a great 
school year had it not been for these seniors. They truly are amaz-
ing people.

As Hoover High School, I think we can all say that we will miss 
this senior class. Thank you for being great role models and for 
being best friends. We wish you the best of luck in everything you 
do.

Just know that, as much as we will be sad that you are not 
here, you will always be able to find friends at Hoover. 

And so, farewell Class of 2012. You will be missed. 

Decaf Campuccino
Katy Campanaro
Farewell to you

“What will next year

be like
without them?”

Dear Editors...
I want to thank you for your wonderful article about Earl Stockert. I have had the pleasure of sitting with Earl at several Alumni               
Association events. His affection for Hoover High School and the students of North Canton was without equal. His awareness of the 
successes of high school students when he had neither children or grandchildren of his own was unusual. We students and alumni were 
all his children. Your article was both thorough and poignant. And he certainly deserved it. I hope that when we, Vikings, exhibit school 
spirit and hometown pride, we try to always do so in the way Earl would have…and did.

Job well done.

Mrs. L-E
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Have you ever heard of Samuel J. Til-

den? He was the peoples’ choice in 
the election of 1876. He received 

nearly 265,000 more votes than his oppo-
nent Rutherford B. Hayes, but would never 
assume the presidency. He had fallen victim 
to the injustice of the Electoral College. 

With presidential elections coming up 
in the fall and campaigning picking up for 
summer, it is important to understand this 
fatal flaw in the American election system.

The Electoral College is an outdated sys-
tem that has produced four unfair 
elections since its implementation. 
Four men received the majority of 
the popular votes from the citizens, 
but received less “electoral” votes, 
and therefore were not inaugurated. 

How does it work? When you go 
to the polls on Election Day, your 
vote is pooled with all of the other 
votes in your state. These votes are counted and the candidate 
with the most votes, plurality or majority receives all of the elec-
toral votes from that state. This means that any vote to the minor-
ity candidate in that state disappears.

Electoral votes are distributed to the states based on the num-
ber of representatives in Congress; that is, the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate. States with larger populations have a 
higher number of electoral votes, but the votes allotted are dis-
proportionate. 

According the 2010 census, voting in Wyoming once is like vot-
ing in Texas three and a half times. This is because Wyoming is 
allotted three electoral votes for a population of about 563,000 
while Texas holds 38 electoral votes for a population of over 25 
million. Division of population by electoral votes in Wyoming 
gives 1 electoral vote per about 188,000 people, while in Texas, 
there is 1 vote for every about 658,000 people.

It is completely undemocratic for one state’s votes to be worth 
more than votes of another state. Why can’t we just give the pres-
idency to the winner of the most popular votes from the whole 
country?

The Electoral College was put into place with the ratification 
of the Constitution in 1788. At the time, the reasoning behind its 
implementation made sense. The Founding Fathers were afraid 
that, because most voters were uneducated and most likely un-
informed of candidates, elections would not be fair. The Electoral 
College was basically a safety net to ensure fair chances to all can-
didates, regardless of home state.

This reasoning no longer fits the circumstances in America. We 
now have public education, television, magazines, and the inter-
net. Information is widely available to eligible voters, anytime and 
anywhere. There is no need to preserve a system meant to pro-
tect against uninformed voters. The continuation of the Electoral 
College is really an insult to our intelligence.

The truth is the Electoral College no longer guarantees fair 
elections, but is the culprit in the unfair ones.

The most recent dispute over the 
electoral votes and popular votes 
of the people was in the election of 
2000 between Al Gore and George W. 
Bush. In the end of a confusing and 

controversial race, Gore had gotten 
over 540,000 more votes. Yet, Bush 

“won” the election because he had 
more electoral votes.

The elections of 1824, 1876, and 1888 ended in the same fash-
ion. As they say, history is bound to repeat itself. How many more 
elections need to go wrong before the Electoral College is taken 
out?

 Opposition to the Electoral College roots in the hesita-
tion to amend the Constitution. Presumably, it is a long and drawn 
out process to pass an amendment through Congress. However, 
the Constitution was not perfect when it was written and amend-
ments are necessary to reflect the changing needs of society. If we 
had always refused to amend the Constitution, there would be no 
Bill of Rights and women would not have the right to vote.

 People also argue that the Electoral College makes the 
country more cohesive. In what way does splitting votes up into 
states make a country more unified? How does declaring each 
state democratic or republican unite the citizens of a nation? How 
is eliminating votes from the minority candidate in each state sup-
posed make people feel patriotic?

 The time for the Electoral College is long gone. If we truly 
are a nation of democracy, it is essential that we do away with the 
nonsensical way we choose our president.

“This reasoning no longer fits the

circumstances
               in America.”

Writer’s Block
Christina Howald
Democracy?

In Reply...
As a staff, the late Mr. Stockert impacted us to give our very best to all our work in order to shine a light on our community and school 
achievements. Students aren’t the only ones who contribute to our school — and he proved that everyday. Since graduating from the 
former North Canton High School, he never stopped being a true Viking. It was our honor to celebrate his life in The Viking Views; it 
was the least we could do to show our appreciation for all the wonderful support he gave the entire district and community. He always 
stood by our side at every school event he could. His devotion to North Canton lives through each one of us and his memory will live 
on through the scholarship that the Sideliners created in honor of Mr. Stockert’s name. We will always miss the kind smile he gave us as 
he walked the track each day and his supportive cheers in the crowd. As students, we should try our best to carry on our school pride 
in a way Mr. Stockert did his entire life.

-The Editors
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Cedar Point
If you’re looking for something new to do this summer, then be sure to 

check out one of the new attractions at Cedar Point. When the sun goes 
down and the night arrives, don’t miss Luminosity, Powered by Pepsi. 
This is a show full of lights, lasers and pyrotechnics. 

However, that’s not all. Along with the exhilarating light show, there 
will also be a new dinosaur exhibit opening. On Adventure Island, you’ll 
be able to explore a variety of dinosaurs and see life size recreations of 
several of the prehistoric creatures. There will also be a fast lane. If the 
day is wasted by waiting in line for your favorite ride, then purchase a 
fast lane ticket and there will be no more waiting in line. 

Lastly, in Soak City, a new slide will be opening up called Soak City Mat 
Racer. There are several new attractions at Cedar Point so be sure try 
them out.

Maroon 5 will be releasing their 
summer album “Overexposed” on 
June 26, 2012. Their lead single 
off of the album, “Payphone,” 
featuring Wiz Khalifa, was an 
instant success. 

The song topped the 100 chart 
quickly after it was released. 
“Overexposed” is said to be their 
“most diverse and pop-iest album 
yet.” Don’t forget to get your copy 
of Maroon 5’s album this summer.
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Maroon 5

Nicki Minaj
Nicki Minaj will be at the State 

Theater on Thursday July 19. She 
will not be returning back to Ohio 
for the rest of this summer, so if 
you want to experience live Nicki 
Minaj, it would be wise to attend 
Playhouse Square July 19.
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Drake
for anyone who missed Drake’s  

concert on May 28, don’t be 
disappointed. He will be in Ohio 
on June 6 with J. Cole and Waka 
flaka flame to perform at Reverb 
Music Center. The concert starts 
at seven p.m., so don’t be late.

Snow White and the Hunstman
Snow White and the Huntsman puts a thrilling twist on an age old fairy 

tale: Snow White. When the evil queen finds out there is a fairer lady in 
the land other than herself, she is enraged and hires a huntsman to kill 
the more beautiful woman. 

However, something happens that the queen wasn’t expecting. When 
the huntsman finds out that the wolf that killed his wife works for the 
queen, he turns on her and instead of killing Snow White, he protects 
her. Together they train in combat so they will be able to destroy the 
wicked queen much like she has done to so many others. Snow White 
and the Huntsman is sure to be a summer block buster that will keep the 
audience thrilled, captivated and wanting more.

Demi Lovato
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Anyone who missed Demi 
Lovato being on Disney Channel’s 
“Sonny with a Chance” is in luck: 
she will be touring in the u.S. 
this summer. Her tour kicks off 
June 12 in Del Mar, CA. Although 
Demi Lovato will not be coming to 
Ohio during her summer tour, she 
will be playing at Star Pavilion in 
Hersheypark, Hershey, PA on June 
23. Gather up a few friends and 
take a road trip to go see her.
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24BlastFrom the Past...
Boy bands make a comeback

Emily Plaver
Staff Writer

It’s one thing to pay fifty dollars to 
go see your favorite band; however, 
hundreds of girls all over the country 

are willing to pay whatever it takes to just 
get a glimpse of their favorite boy band. 
Boy bands are all over the top ten on itunes, 
on gossip magazines and television. Girls 
just can’t seem to get enough.

Junior Hunter Bazzoli, a fan 
of Big Time Rush, The Wanted, 
One Direction, NSYNC and 
the Backstreet Boys, never 
fails to be a part of the boy 
band craze.

“I stay up to date on my boy bands,” she 
said. “They are basically my hobby.”

But those aren’t the only boy bands 
catching girls’ attention. Besides the typical 
pop sensation boy bands typically are, 
sophomore Megan Mansfield sees things 
differently.

“I would define a boy band as any full 
band with one or multiple singers,” she 
said.

Mansfield said she listens to alternative 
boy bands instead of just the normal pop-
dance bands.

“I like them because they are all different 
from the normal things you hear on the 
radio,” she said. “And if you hear them in 
concert they sound the same on the CD.”

However, Bazzoli believes typical boy 

band concerts are just as good.
“My first concert was Backstreet Boys 

and I saw them again this past summer with 
New Kids On the Block,” she said. “It was 
the most fun I’ve ever had a concert. I felt 
like I was five all over again.”

Even with their differences, though, all 
boy bands originated from the same place: 
The Beatles.

According to www.thebeatles.com as 

soon as they came on stage there were 
hysterical screams and many girls passed 
out or were escorted out of the theater.

“[They were popular because] The 
Beatles sang their own songs that were 
original to them,” she said. “[They] were 
very different musically.”

But the evolution of boy bands began.
“I think boy bands have 

changed to please this 
generation,” Mansfield said. 
“The genre of music has 
generally stayed the same in 
the sense but the things they 
sing about are completely 

different.”
But Bazzoli doesn’t find a difference 

except in the fact of technology.
“I think one of the main differences is 

social networks because they make you 
feel more connected with the band and 
what they’re up to,” she said. “Social 
networks have just become big on society 
so boy bands needed to keep up with the 
trend too.”

The media played a huge role in the 
Beatles success as well. According to 
www.thebeatles.com being from the 
United Kingdom without media and their 
first appearance on the Ed Sullivan showed 
there would have been no “Beatlemania.”

But with the One Direction and 
The Wanted chaos growing towards 
Beatlemania, other bands are being pushed 
to the side believes Mansfield.

“I think that in today’s population, the 
generation’s music is mainly toward pop 
and that’s why most pop boy bands make 
it,” she said. “The other bands that fall 
under a different category kind of get left 
behind.”

However, boy bands do not make it to 
the top.

“Boy bands are not as widely accepted as 
they were in the 90’s but they are definitely 
making a comeback.” Bazzoli said.

Even though they may be popular 
right now who is to say they will stay as 
popular.

“They come in waves but in the last year 
they’ve made a tremendous comeback so 
I’m confident that when they go they won’t 
be gone forever,” she said. n

“I felt like I was five all over again.”
— Hunter Bazzoli



25

The Viking Views.entertainment

Lights, camera, action! The elemen-
tary, middle and high schools have 
worked diligently for many weeks 

to put on the annual May Fiesta, which 
is full of singing and dancing by the stu-
dents in the choir classes. 

Women’s chorale director, Mrs. Patti 
Grewell said to make the May Fiesta 
weekend run smoothly, hard work for 
many weeks must be put into it.

“Lots and lots of hours of prepara-
tion go into making this production [go] 
smoothly,” Grewell said.

This year, women’s chorale performed 
the Leading Ladies medley. Grewell said 
she picks what medleys the specific choir 
groups would do well with.

“I have to go through different med-
leys and order what would be best for the 
group I have at the time,” she said.

Grewell said it is very difficult for her 
to choose what her favorite part about the 
whole production is since everyone grows  
so close to each other. 

“It’s hard because there’s something 
I like about each group,” she said. “We 
grow very close to the kids, especially the 

seniors.”
Junior Mike Coduto agreed and said 

the thing he will dread most is when the 
seniors leave.

“I think that it depends on every one’s 
personal point of view,” Coduto said. “I 
personally will miss many of the seniors 
especially guys like Clint Yoos, Clint Ow-
ens and Adam Reese.”

Senior Alexa Mittica, who has been 
performing in May Fiesta since eighth 
grade said she will miss singing the songs 
the most. 

“I’m going to miss the corny songs 
about friendship and saying goodbye, but 

May Fiesta

Adrienne Devore
Staff Writer

North Canton’s school choirs take the stage
I won’t miss the embarrassing sob fests 
that occur during them,” she said.

Mittica said her favorite part of May 
Fiesta is being with her friends and per-
forming.

 “I love getting to be on stage with my 
friends,” she said. “We all dread it, but we 
secretly love the whole fiasco.”

While Mittica favors being on stage, 
Coduto said he enjoys the entire atmo-
sphere of the performance. 

“I like all the energy that comes from 
everyone and how it’s the one last blow 
out from everyone so they can go out with 
a bang and smile.” n

(Clockwise from top left) Hoover freshmen choir 
performed their “Grease” medley. n Hoover Hi-Los 
perform a rendition of Michael Jackson’s “Thriller.” 
Jackson medley followed. n Hoover A Cappella per-
formed the “Shrek” medley. They performed live in 
front of audiences May 11, 12 and 13. 
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You may recognize the name Train as the 
band who performed the hit song “Hey 
Soul Sister.” Train is back with another 
amazing album, “California 37” with music 
that could rival even the best of musicians. 
They have mixed different kinds of tones 
and speeds; for example, the memorable 
song “Mermaid,” about how he found his 
true love out in the ocean. The song “You 
Can Finally Meet My Mom” is more of a 
slower song about how when he dies, he’s 
going to introduce his love to his mom. It’s 
sweet, a little sad and touching. The catchi-
est song in the album though is definitely  
“Drive By,” not your average love song 
about how a guy and girl view a relation-
ship. People who are big fans of Train — 
and even those who aren’t — should pick 
up this album and give it a listen too.

Youtube stars Amy Heidemann and Nick 
Noonan known as the duo “Karmin” 
released their first debut album, “Hello,” on 
May 8th. Karmin first started receiving buzz 
when their cover of Chris Brown’s “Look at 
Me Now” hit 64,064,952 million views on 
Youtube. This little band with a big sound 
will have you hooked. “Hello” is a very 
catchy pop album with rap verses in almost 
every song. Their song “Brokenhearted” 
was an instant hit and reached number 33 
on the U.S top charts. “Crash Your Party” 
also features Amy’s incredible rapping 
skills. Karmin could easily be compared to 
Jessie J or even Nicki Minaj. Overall the 
songs from “Hello” will be stuck in your 
head all day. If you’re looking for an album 
with unbelievable vocals and rapping, you 
should check out “Hello.” 

Train
California 37

Karmin
Hello

Carrie Underwood
Blown Away
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- Cassie Pratt - Emily Belles - Tara Thacker

Carrie Underwood is back and stronger than 
ever with her new album “Blown Away.” 
The diversity of each song is just one aspect 
that makes this album so great. Underwood 
captures her edgy and darker side, sweet 
and loving side, and her heartbroken side 
all in one album. The song, “Good Girl” is 
about a love struck girl blinded by a guy 
who isn’t all that he seems to be from the 
outside. This song has already captured 
the hearts of many listeners when it came 
out as the first single from this album, but 
another soon to be hit is the song “Blown 
Away.” This song has a melody that will 
enchant you through the entire song, 
making it irresistible. Carrie Underwood’s 
album “Blown Away” will literally blow 
you away with its fantastic songs, leaving 
you wanting more.



Earth always needs a superhero, and in this special case, it needs six. Earth is being attacked by Loki (Tom Hiddleston), an Asgardian 
lord seeking vengeance whose powers are too much for one man to handle. In order to protect the earth, six heroes come together as 
a team to retrieve Loki’s power source and save the world. Among these heroes are: Captain America (Chris Evans), Iron Man (Rob-
ert Downey Jr.), The Hulk (Mark Ruffalo), Thor (Chris Hemsworth), The Black Widow (Scarlett Johansson) and Hawkeye (Jeremy 
Renner). The problem begins when Loki steals a large amount of uncontrollable energy stored in an object called the Tesseract and gains 
the power to brainwash humans. “The Avengers” are assembled and begin to form a plan on how to control Loki’s power and calm his 
need for revenge. Loki’s forces manage to attack the Avengers several times before they 
even understand the intensity of the situation. Once they do, the pressure on them rises 
a great deal.  When Loki’s thirst for power does not decrease, and the group is forced 
to put whatever small plans they have into action, Loki creates a problem that gives 
them something to avenge. As they work together, they learn to cooperate with one 
another and begin to create an impact on Loki’s evil forces. The six heroes learn that 
they  hold the fate of the world in their hands. Robert Downey Jr. does an especially 
good job at giving the movie humor as well as acting realistically in his serious scenes. 
Each actor portrayed their character well and gave more depth to the movie. The movie 
was well written and contained a happy balance between humorous and serious scenes. 
The actors played their parts well especially Mark Ruffalo, who took on the role of the 
Hulk after the original actor, Edward Norton, turned the role down. The film shifted 
nicely from character to character and did an especially good showing each hero in the 
battle scenes. The robotic army sent in was well animated and portrayed as bloodthirsty 
aliens. “The Avengers” is a must see movie for any superhero or action film lover.  

The Avengers

The Viking Views.entertainment
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— Lizzie Howald
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Men’s Swimming
The men are trying to have a repeat of a memorable  olympics in Beijing, highlighted by Michael Phelps winning eight gold 
medals. Phelps isn’t the only star for the men’s swimming team though. With other, upcoming stars, including Jason Lezak 
(remember the stretch to win in the relay) and Ryan Lochte, who has been featured in many recent commercials as the new 
face of USA swimming. Keep a hopeful eye out for a big olympic performance by Lochte and the rest of the team.

Swimming p

2012Olympics

Women’s Tennis
Tennis is always entertaining because of the many upsets that seem to occur 
during the Olympics. The women will look at Serena Williams to win USA tennis. 
Williams won’t be able to breeze to the podium though, there will be stiff com-
petition from defending gold medalist Elena Dementieva of Russia, and Li Na of 
China. Tennis is an interesting sport because a lot of stars don’t participate. The 
women’s doubles has a good chance of also being won by the Williams sisters. 

Men’s Tennis
The men’s  singles look to have stiff competition from Roger Federer and Rafael 
Nadal, but favorite being Novak Djokovic. Don’t count out American Andy Rod-
dick. The men’s doubles, which was won by Roger Federer and a teammate, 
was a surprise to many, because the USA has the Bryan brothers, who hope for 
a good performance after a disappointing bronze finish.

Tennis p

Men’s Soccer
According to a Mar. 27 article in USA Today, 
“American soccer fans no doubt are in a fog 
today, wondering how their would-be men’s 
Olympic team was vanquished by back-to-
back failures against Canada and El Salva-
dor.” We will look to 2016. 
Women’s Soccer
The women are about a year removed from 
their tough world cup loss, hopefully they play 
with inspiration and for the medal. With veter-
ans like Shannon Box, Christie Rampone, Lau-
ren Cheney, Hope Solo, Alex Morgan and Abby 
Wambach, the USA women look to make an-
other great run. There will be tough competi-
tion from Brazil with star strikers Marta and 
Erika and Japan looks to show their world cup 
victory wasn’t a fluke.

Soccer q
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Men’s Track/Field
The USA men are always competitive and look 
for a big olympics from 100 meter runner Ty-
son Gay. Gay holds multiple US 100 meter re-
cords and looks to be competitive with Usain 
Bolt of Jamaica. For mid-distance, Bernard 
Lagat looks for the gold this year.

Women’s Track/Field
For the women they have Alyson Felix in the 
200 meter. She has won two silver medals in 
the 200 meters and this might be the year she 
wins the gold. The highlighted throwers are  
Kara Patterson who was an NCAA champion.

Track/Field

Women’s Volleyball
The murderous duo of Misty May Treanor and Kerri Walsh return in hopes of winning 
their thrid gold medal together. While Treanor may be a little shaky from her achilles 
injury from “Dancing With The Stars,” she is still looking forward to returning. As for 
Walsh, her 6’3” advantage will be hard to spike on. The U.S. will have to look forward  
to some competition from China and Brazil. And, well, France will be the best looking 
in the least.

Men’s Volleyball
While men’s vollyball does differ some from women’s, being that men compete in-
doors, they do share similar gold medals from 2008. The men hope to prove that 
they truly are the nations best volleyball team. While the team consists of men you’d 
expect to be playing forward on the basketball team, they have experience on their 
side. Their largest competitors being Brazil and Russia. 

Volleyball
Men’s Basketball
The USA is recognized as the top team in 
FIBA (Federal Institute Basketball Asso-
ciation). The team is fortunate enough 
to have many of the leading players, not 
only from the 2008 Olympics, but also 
the 2010 FIBA world champions, return-
ing. Some of the top stars being Lebron 
James and Kobe Bryant, remembered 
as the ones who dominated the court 
in 2008, along with newcomers, such 
as Kevin Durant, who was a key player 
in the 2010 FIBA. The U.S. is hopeful of 
returning home with the gold medal.

Women’s Basketball
The women’s team should be nick-
named the UCONN all-stars, seeing the 
primary line up is Sue Bird, Swin Cash, 
Diana Taurasi, Tina Charles and Maya 
Moore. With one slot on the team still 
unoccupied, many wouldn’t be sur-
prised if Brittney Griner were to fill it. 
Yet, the team with the best chances of 
getting the gold would go to Australia. 

Basketball

Preview
q

q

Commentary by Tyler Corbit
Photos courtesy of MCT

q
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For Hoover alumnus Timmy Tedrow, 
nothing is better than beating the 
odds. 

Recently Timmy, who graduated from 
Hoover last year, received the Greater 
Canton Aquatic Association’s Swimmer of 
the Year (GCAA) award.

While attending Hoover, he 
was a student in Mrs. Patricia 
Thoman’s special education 
class. 

He now attends Walsh 
University in the Transition-U 
program. Though Tedrow is in 
college, he still has ties to Hoover 
High School.

Principal Mr. Tony Pallija said 
Tedrow’s positive attitude and tremendous 
work ethic make him a roll model for all 
students.

“Timmy has a tremendous work ethic 
and he never gives up,” he said. “Those 
qualities along with his passion overcome 
his disability.” 

Timmy’s mother, Mrs. Cindy Tedrow, 

30

Alexandra Miller
Staff Writer

agreed. 
“He is a great role model,” she said. “He 

loves to please his teachers.” Timmy did 
not swim on the Hoover swim team, but he 
has participated on the Stark Sharks swim 
team for more than 11 years.  

“He has swam forever,” she said. “He 
loves to swim. He is so social and is always 
congratulating everybody. He is a very 

‘atta-boy-atta-girl’ kid.” 
In accomplishing his goals, Pallija said 

Tedrow doesn’t let his disability stop him 
from doing anything.

 “He is so passionate,” he said. “He 
loves life.” 

That passion and hard work certainly 
paid off for Tedrow, who has been to the 

state Special Olympics in Columbus eight 
times and has earned fourteen gold medals, 
twelve silver medals and six bronze medals 
at this meet. 

According to Tedrow, swimming is his 
utmost passion, but he said he also plays 
challenger baseball for the Canton Cardinals 
and basketball for the Stark Public Royals 
Knights. 

Yet above all,  he loves 
swimming. “Making friends and 
being a part of a team” is his 
favorite thing about all sports 
including swimming. 

Tedrow said he loves the 
camaraderie he has gained with 
all his friends in swimming for the 
Stark Sharks and he loves doing 
relays with his friends because of 
this. 

He added he loves freestyle and 
backstroke. 

As people always say, practice makes 
perfect, and Timmy is the epitome of hard 
work and practice. 

Cindy Tedrow is so proud of her son 
who is winning this award along with 
being honored with his brothers, Tyler 

and Thomas, who have swam on the 
Hoover swim Team for four years.

“His disability isn’t as noticeable 
in this special Olympic sport,” she 
said. 

Tedrow has been swimming since 
he was just eight years old and he has 
never looked back. 

The biggest inspirations to him are 
his coaches Matt and Nancy Halter.

“They are very encouraging and 
are always positive,” he said. 

Tedrow said he is very happy to 
have won this award.

“I am very proud and excited to 
win this award,” he said.  

Though Tedrow is proud of this 
and other accomplishments, one of 
the things he said he misses most 
about Hoover is the Hot Spot. 

Along with his coaches, Tedrow 
said he always felt a special connection 
to Pallija.

“I would bring coffee to him in the 
morning,” he said. n

Hoover alum named GCAA swimmer of the year

“He is so passionate; he 
loves life.”

— Mr. Tony Pallija 
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Baseball is more than just America’s past time to senior Ryan Sarbaugh. 
It has been part of his life for the past twelve years, dominating the 
diamond at first base.  Sarbaugh, a varsity player for three years, is often 

found on the field offering words of encouragement to fellow teammates.
“I always try to pick people up when they get down or out,” he said. 
 Sarbaugh said he sees himself as a team leader and does his best to encourage 

his teammates when they are nervous or upset. Teammate and senior Connor 
Jarvis agreed. 

“Ryan is a funny guy and he helps guys relax before games,” he said. 
Jarvis also said Sarbaugh is a valuable player.
“Ryan is a great defensive first baseman and brings power to the line-up,” he 

said. “He is also a really hard worker and will play hard until the end.”
Next year, Sarbaugh will be playing baseball at Malone University on a 

scholarship. Although he is looking forward to his future at Malone, he said he 
will miss his Hoover teammates — especially the seniors. 

“I want to give credit to the seniors,” he said. “It has been great playing with 
all of them these past 12 years. There have been a lot of great memories I will 
never forget.” n

Story by Megan Mansfield n  Photo by Tori Narby

Story by Liz Deeds n Photo by Rachel Walton

BANG. The gun shoots and the runners are off. Adrenaline is high and the 
competitors are the one thing that stands between the winner and the finish line. 
It is this kind of rush that keeps senior Zoe Shetler running each season.

Shetler began running in sixth grade and credits her brother with her interest in 
running.

“My brother ran,” she said. “I would always chase him around cheering him on.” 
Shetler is motivated to run so she can stay fit, and Coach Jason Kirkand said she is a 

great competitor and contribution to the team.
“She is well liked,” he said. “She is a positive role model. Those qualities make her 

liked by all the team.”
Senior teammate Amy Stephens agreed.
“She brings the party,” she said. “She is a hard worker and she supports everybody.” 
Both Kirkland and Stephens agree that Shetler is a team leader.
“She does a great job with the younger girls, she always includes them,” Kirkland 

said.
Stephens said that Zoe also is supportive of everyone on the team.
Zoe plans to continue running while in college and has already signed on with Ashland 

University. n
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(Clockwise from top left) Senior KC McQuiston prepares to throw 
the discus April 7 at the North Canton Relays. Hoover hosted the 
event at Memorial Stadium. n Sophomore Brian Nickel faces off. 
The boys beat Mentor with a score of 16-2. n Senior Stephen 
Bowersox puts on his gameface in support of the senior Powder-
puff team. The seniors won 42-14. n Junior Caly Russo winds up 
her pitch on the mound May 1 against Jackson. The Lady Vikes 
defeated the Polar Bears 10-2.

EM
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