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The Viking Views is a student-run newspaper produced 
seven times a year to approximately 1,900 students and staff, 
as well as members of the community. As student editors make 
content decisions independently of the school’s staff and admin-
istration, the paper is considered a forum for student opinion. It 
is therefore exempt from prior review or restraint in both prin-
ciple and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encouraged. Letters 
must be signed, but, upon request, they may be published anon-
ymously at the discretion of the staff. The Viking Views reserves 
the right to edit letters for space and content in order to maintain 
the paper’s high standards against obscenity, libelous material, 

and personal attacks. Letters that exhibit a 
blatant disregard for such standards will not be considered for 
publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a majority of the 
editorial board. No one individual may be held responsible for the 
opinions expressed therein. Signed editorials and columns reflect 
the opinion of the writer and not The Viking Views, adviser or 
school. The Viking Views takes all measures possible to make a 
clear distinction between fact and opinion in all news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views will print retractions 
as they are brought to the attention of the staff.          
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Dear Mrs. O,Letter from the Editors

Your Editors,

It is difficult to call you a teacher because you are really 
more a best friend. The four of us, and the other staff 
members, practically live in your room. How can we thank 
you for all the awesome you have been?
You have pushed us to make near impossible deadlines, 

learn A.P. style, and fall in love with writing. Without you, 
we would have never grown as writers, designers and 
leaders. We have all made mistakes throughout the years, 
but you have always been there to make the darkest of 
days better. Despite all of the pestering, procrastination and 
sassy remarks, you always manage to respond with a smile, 
even if sarcastic.
This year of our lives have been crazy. Why with college, 

scholarships, and always an issue to take care of. However, 
the walls of A-6 have become our second home. We care 
for it almost as much as our publication.  We opened all the 
doors to let in the world when the A/C broke, and locked 
ourselves in to work on OSMA submissions, on our day off 
may I remind you. Each time, despite it all, you were there 
to add a joke and your unique laugh. 
This small text box is not enough room to tell you how 

much you have impacted our lives both in and out of the 
classroom. While we start our new journeys in life we will 
always remember who helped us get there.  We love you 
Mrs. O! We can not begin to say how much we’ll miss you, 
or thank you for all you have done for us. While we are 
excited for the rest of our lives, it will be tough to beat our 
high school newspaper experience.
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NEWS|

— Abbott Electric Inc.
— Ameriprise Financial Advisor —
    Steve Landy
— Aqeel A. Sandhu, M.D./Heart
    Core, LLC
— The Becker Family 
— Randall H. Blevins, O.D.
— Drs. Brandau & Unger
— Canton Christian Home
— Canton Women’s Center 
— Dr. Charles E. Belles & Dr. Ted
    A. Rath — Optometrists
— John and Patty Crofford 
    and family
— Pat and Kristen DeChellis
— DeHOFF Realtors
— Engine Company No. 9
— Ermanno’s Legendary Pizza
— The Esber Family
— David J. Farinacci, D.D.S.
— Mike and Lynnette Gallina
— The Greenwald Family/ 
    GDK & Company 
— Gregory Industries
— Harrington Management Group
— Gary and Shirley Horton
— Vic and Cynthia Hunt
— Dave and Marge Johnson
— Dave and Barb Johnson
— The Leeson Family
— The Luthy-Moneypenny Family
— North Canton Veterinary Clinic
— Thomas M. Paumier, D.D.S. 
— I R Power Cable Co.
— Portage Sunoco
— Tom & Tonya Preston
— Kisling, Nestico & Redick 
    @ 1-800-HURT-NOW 
— Rhonda F. & Andrea M. Com-
    pany, DDS and Associates
— Alice M. Robertson
— RS Expediting 
— Salon 3
— Schoolhouse Quilt Shop
— Walter Soduk, D.D.S. 
    “For all your smile needs.”
— Roger and Erika Stewart
— St. Paul Lifeteen
— John, Elaine, Maria,Tim and
   Eleanor Stroia
— George T. Williams, D.D.S.
— Zeppe’s Pizza

Our
Patrons

n Hoover Principal Mr. Tony Pallija 
received the Stark County School 
Counselors’ Association Larry Hentsch 
Counselor Support Award.  According 
to Guidance Department Co-Chair Mrs. 
Judy Hoover, the HHS guidance team 
nominated Pallija for the many ways he 
helps them. 
“We were thrilled that he was chosen 
as the winner,” Hoover said. Pallija was 
honored at the Spring Luncheon April 17.

n Mrs. Patricia Thoman from Hoover 
High School has been selected as the 
2014 North Canton nominee, and Ms. 
Sarah Clouse from North Canton Middle 
School as the rookie nominee from North 
Canton City Schools to the Stark County 
Educational Service Center Education 
Celebration. The event was held April 
28 at the R.G. Drage Career Technical 
Center.

n The Hoover Choir held their annual 
Senior Spectacular May 3. May Fiesta 
ran May 9-11.  

nThe Hoover Sideliners organization 
is selling bricks and slate from the 
Charlotte Building. All proceeds will go to 
Sideliners, who will then distribute funds 
into an assortment  of school programs. 

n  Hoover High School senior Krish 
Dewan  and GlenOak senior Julia Esber 
are The Repository’s 57th annual 
Teens of the Year. A board of their peers 

news in
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selected the two from 18 Teens of the 
Month, who were chosen throughout 
the past school year based on honors, 
activities, grade-point average and 
teacher recommendations.

n Senior exams are scheduled for May 
21-23, with make-up exams on May 27. 
Regular exams will run May 28-30. The 
last day of school will be held May 30. 
An additional school day was added on 
due to the days that were not covered 
by blizzard bags or the calamity day 
allowance by the state.

n The Hoover band is practicing for  
games next year as well as the Memorial 
Day parade May 30. Along with learning 
their new routines, the band is having 
their yearly banquet May 22, where all 
the band members come together to get 
awards such as most improved freshman 
and the John Philip Sousa Award 
[scholarship from HIMA]. 

n French Club banquet was held May 
15. Not only does it celebrate the year,  
but it also forms the club for next year. 
This included announcing the officers for 
next year.

n Mr. Dean Kahler (below) spoke to Mr. 
David Reese’s classes May 8 about the 
events at Kent State on May 4, 1970. 
Kahler was the most severly wounded 
of the nine wounded students who 
survived. Four individuals, Allison Krause 
and Jeffrey Miller, had participated in 
the protest, and the other two, Sandra 
Scheuer and William Knox Schroeder, 
had been walking from one class to the 
next at the time of their deaths. 

 

        phoTo by mrs. raChelle ogilvie 
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AROUND THE WORLD    MAY  2014

India
An election between the ruling 
Congress and the BJP ended May 12. 
The Election Commission said voter 
turnout was a record 66.38 percent. 
The figure beats the previous record 
set in 1984. The election began April 
7 and has been held in nine phases 
for security and logistical reasons. 
With 814 million eligible voters, it 
is the world’s biggest exercise in 
democracy.

Louisville, Kentucky 
The 140th running of the 
Kentucky Derby was held May 
2-3. The Horse, California 
Chrome, won the race giving 
jockey Victor Espinoza his second 
victory. 

Nigeria 
276 schoolgirls have been 
abducted since April by the terror 
group Boko Haram. The U.S. 
military has offered assitance in 
the crisis. #BringBackOurGirls has 
been trending worldwide in order 
to gain support for the cause. 

North Carolina 
American Idol runner-up 
Clay Aiken may be moving 
from the stage to the 
halls of Congress. Aiken 
is currently leading in the 
Democratic primaries for 
a United States House seat 
in North Carolina. If Aiken 
wins he will go up against 
the Republican incumbant 
in the general election held 
in November. 

Saudi Arabia 
Saudi authorities arrested 62 al-
Qaeda linked militants as part 
of a counterterror operation.  
Those arrested were members 
of a terror cell linked to al Qaeda 
in Yemen and Syria

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT/WIKIPEDIA
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Awarded for excellence 
Hoover educator wins county-wide award 

Educators from around Stark County 
gathered to accept various awards 
for the 2014 Education Celebration 

at the R. G. Drage Career Center April 28. 
One of the most esteemed awards of the 
evening was given to one of Hoover’s own. 
Mrs. Patricia Thoman, was named Stark 
County Teacher of the Year for all of Stark 
County. 

Thoman, who has taught at Hoover for 
seven years, said she was very surprised at  
the award. 

“I was shocked,” 
she said. “I was very 
surprised that I actully 
won.” 

To be nominated for 
Teacher of the Year, 
educators are honored 
for inspiring students 
to learn and having the 
respect of fellow staff 
members and parents. 

Every education 
center and school district 
in Stark County is 
tasked with nominating 
two teachers for both 
“Rookie of the Year” 
and “Teacher of the 
Year.” 

Hoover High School 
principal, Mr. Tony 
Pallija, said that both 
quality and quantity go 
in to choosing a nominee. 

“The department chairs get together to 
choose someone who has serviced Hoover 
High School for not only the quality of the 
things they do, but also the quantity,” he 
said. “It was decided by the departments 
that Mrs. Thoman not only had the qualities 
but has sustained those qualities for the past 
30 years.” 

 Thoman has been employed by the 
North Canton City School District for 33 
Years. In this time, she has brought many 
programs to Hoover that have benefited the 
special education students. One of those 
programs is Transition U. This program is 

a partnership between NCCS and Walsh 
University that allows participants to have 
a real college experience with their same 
-age peers. 

“Students who have gone through social 
graduation to recieve their services at a 
college campus,” she said. The students  
have an opportunity to interact with other 
college students and participate in other 
college events.”  

Program participant Hannah Roberts 
explains a few real-life benefits of the 
Transition U experience.

“We go to the mall to look for items we 

may need for an apartment or find an outfit 
that will be right for an interview,” Roberts 
said. 

Transition U also does a great job in 
ensuring students have the “typical” college 
experience

Roberts said she went to the spring 
formal and attends all of the home football 
and basketball games. She also has made  
friends with many of the Walsh students.

“Last year, I got a  job working 
downstairs in the media lab at the Hannon 
Center,” she said. “The students at Walsh 
come in and work with us.” 

This program was just one of the many 

reasons Thoman was derserving of this 
award. 

Pallija says it was a combination of 
everything she does. 

“She just keeps doing what she deos 
everyday,” he said. “She has a tremendous 
energy level.” 

Along with Roberts, the Transition 
U program has benefited many students 
not only in the North Canton City School 
District, but also at Walsh itself. 

Walsh University student Christopher 
Lynch, who will be student teaching with 
Thoman in the fall, said the program is very 

beneficial. 
“I have told 

everyone that I truly 
believe this is the best 
placement as an ISE 
education major,” he 
said. “The amount 
of new information 
I have learned and 
the amount of help 
I have recieved is 
incredible.” 

 Roberts agreed. 
“I was so excited 

to hear that my friends 
and I were going to 
get to experience 
college,” she said. 
“I always thought I 
would never get to 
experience going to 
college and yet, here 
I am.” 

Lynch is very 
greatful to not only Thoman, but to the 
Transition U program as well.

“I’ve been very fortunate to experience 
this, and it’s an opportunity I will cherish 
forever,” he said. “The amount of new 
information I have learned and the amount 
of help I have received from Mrs. Thoman 
is incredible.” 

Both Thoman and the Transition U 
program have greatly impacted the lives of   
students and will continue to do so in the 
future.

I love being here at Walsh,” Roberts 
said.   “I’m so glad I’ve gotten this 
opportunity!”n

Sydney Stroia 
Alexandra Miller
Staff Writer
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Greg James MA, PT

6531 Market Avenue North
North Canton, Ohio 44721
Washington Square Plaza

Call for an appointment

330-494-6655

NEO Therapy offers hands-on physical 
therapy in a convenient location. Teachers, 
let us help you with aching feet or aching 
backs. We accept your Aultcare insurance. 

And a physician referral is not required.

Northeast Ohio Therapy Associates

NEO
TherapyTherapy

P
hy

sic
al Therapy & Fitness

 Events
 Portraits
 Senior Photos
 Wall decor

www.katesphotography.biz

1664 N. Main St.
N. Canton OH 44720

(330) 244-2228

Commercial n Industrial n Residential

Brian Scherer
Service Manager
brian@whislerph.com

2521 Lincoln Way E. n Massillon, OH 44646

Fax: 330.833.0584
Ohio License #13771

Creative 

Catering
Bill and Mary’s Diner  
  

(330) 494-4468
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lockdown
Hoover under

On May 1, North Canton Police Department, in cooperation with the North 
Canton School District Administration, conducted a drug sweep at Hoover 
High School. Two K-9 units from State Highway Patrol searched parts the 
building for possible drugs. Random canine sweeps involve detailed plan-
ning to provide a collaborative and proactive approach between the school 
administrators and the police department. There was a single K-9 alert on a 
student locker. No contraband was found. With the police searching, classes 
continued with

Photos and information courtesy of Mrs. Jamie Smart, NCCS Director of Communications
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Hoover practices ALICE lockdown drill  

Alexandra Miller
Staff Writer

Hoover High School, along 
with the help of the North 
Canton Police Department, 
conducted a practice 
ALiCE lockdown drill with 

the entire student body and staff working 
together on May 1. 
With help from the 
North Canton Police 
Department, 1900 
students and teachers 
completely evacuated 
the building in two 
minutes. This drill 
comes one year after 
the switch from the 
original lockdown to the ALiCE [alert, 
lockdown, inform, counter, evacuate] 
system. 

Hoover High School principal, Mr. 
Tony Pallija, said this change was a long 
time coming.

“I think the change is must needed,” 
Pallija said. “Sometimes better isn’t easier 
but it is better and we are going to keep 
practicing.” 

The students and faculty were told of 
this drill and to conduct it as if it were a real 
active intruder situation. No cell phones 
were allowed out and the police department 
was on hand to help guide and enforce the 
drill. 

Pallija said with the exception of a 
few minor glitches, the staff and students 
conducted themselves well. 

“We had a couple little glitches,” he said. 
“We were unprepared but it was a good first 
drill, everybody got out safely.” 

One of those glitches, was lack of focus 
and attention. 

“We need to remain totally quiet and 
listen because if you don’t practice correctly 
then you won’t do it when it really counts,” 
he said. “If you’re not listening during the 
drill then you won’t listen when it really 
happens.”

To make the drill a success, little changes, 
such as leadership from administrators and 
teachers, is key. 

Pallija agreed. 
“I wish we had more leaders at every 

spot,” he said. “Every teacher is being 
trained to be a better leader. But they don’t 
have the experience or skills that a principal 
and the police department has. Everyone 
has a different level of experience in those 
types of situations.”

For future drills, Pallija said more 
components could be added to make them 

more realistic. 
“We will do more barricading and maybe 

block off some doors and make people go 
to different areas incase the intruder would 
be in A hallway and everyone would have 
to go to maybe a different door,” he said. 
“We want to make it as realistic as we 
can without people panicking and getting 
hurt.” 

Due to the seriousness of the drill, 
students were told to put cell phones away 
and listen quietly to teachers and school 
administrators. 

Chief Stephan Wilder of the North 
Canton Police Department, said the 
students need to be prepared for the drills, 
be it practice. 

“The student body and teachers are 
encouraged to understand the seriousness 
of being prepared for such acts of violence 
to do something proactive for their survival 
other than 

Doing nothing and waiting for the 

police, who probably may not arrive in 
time.” he said. 

Along with being prepared for these 
serious drills, students have to be prepared 
to get used to this new system of safety. 

Junior Alexandra O’Connor said 
the ALiCE system is a step in the right 
direction.
“I think that it’s more realistic and we are 
less of sitting ducks in our classrooms,” she 
said. “We are actively trying to escape and 
injure the intruder as opposed to hiding.”
Wilder agreed, saying the system serves as 
a plan of action. 
“The components of the ALiCE response 
plan serve as a plan of action while 
incorporating common sense,” Wilder said. 
“Generally speaking, under the ALiCE plan 
you deal with the information you have 
and your decisions are based on what the 
appropriate action would be for you.” 

In a situation 
of pure 
p r a c t i c e , 
its hard for 
s t u d e n t s 
e s p e c i a l l y 
to look at 
the drill in 
a  serious 

light and believe that though we think that 
something as serious as an active shooter 
situation could never happen here, it can. 
Wilder said that denying something could 
happen is our downfall. 
“Unfortunately violent attacks do occur. 
Denial is the enemy. The action of a 
violent attacker or intruder infiltrating our 
schools is not a question of “if” anymore 
it’s “when” that we must be prepared for,” 
he said. “Denial will not help any of us if 
we don’t help teachers and student body to 
know what to do in the event of an attack.” 
Pallija agreed, bringing up the 1999 
Columbine Massacre in Littleton, Colorado 
and the similarities between the two small 
town high schools.  
“What is it that kids don’t understand? 
The atmosphere and the niceness of North 
Canton and Hoover make people think it 
can’t happen here,” he said.  “Littleton is 
just like a little North Canton. It’s just like 
us. It can happen anywhere.” n

In addition to the K9 Unit sweep, 
Hoover High School students also 
participated in the next phase of 
the ALiCE lockdown drill: the 
barricades, the rapid evacuation, 
and the use of staff walkie talkies 
and red and green cards for student 
accountability. 

“It can happen anywhere.”
— mR. tONY pALLIJA 
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A few weeks back, Hoover had their 
spring assembly. Generally, this 
involves a motivational speaker 

trying their best to ingrain into our minds 
the consequences of poor decision making 
and even scaring us a bit before the 
upperclassmen head off to prom. This year, 
the team from Break the Grey was invited 
to Hoover High School. 

The staff that made up the Break the 
Grey crew kicked off their spiel with 
“lemme take a selfie” and a young girl 
running around the stage yelling and taking 
pictures with the crowd. They followed this 
chaos by calling kids up from the audience 
to join them on stage to dance in front of the 
entire school. Suffice it to say, the crowd 
of Hoover students had no idea where 
this was going, and neither did the staff. 
Guidance counselor Mr. Jason Downey 
was no exception to this confusion.

“I guess at first I was kind of skeptical 
about the music and the dancing and I 
was caught off guard, but looking back I 
think it was very effective in getting the 
upperclassman’s attention,” Downey said.

From this unusual start, the speakers 
from BTG opened up to a discussion. 
However, as many of us noticed, their 
plan seemed to change as soon as they got 
started.

At one point, the main speaker, Mr.  
Bill Ballenger, brought up one of his team 
members who had overdosed and now is 
a musician to share his story and play a 
few songs. But instead of music, the kid 
just sat there while Ballenger continued 
the discussion. Finally, he sent the kid 
around back. This happened again later on, 
to which Ballenger explained that he was 
changing things up a bit based on the vibes 
HHS was giving him. Downey found this 
agenda change a good thing.

“Once he got a feeling about how are 
student population is and how divided it 
is when it comes to drugs and alcohol and 
suicide, I think he found it more necessary 
to stay on those topics and see what kind of 
exposure they had,” Downey said.

From this determination, Ballenger 
transitioned into the more serious portion 

An inspiring message
Break the Grey foundation visits Hoover 

of his speech. He got the students involved 
by making them stand up if what he said 
applied to them. Students stood for things 
ranging from knowing a drug dealer to 
knowing someone who has died as a result 
of drug abuse. 

Looking around the auditorium, both 
students and administration had an eye 
opener as to how many kids have been 
affected [both directly and indirectly] by 
the use of drugs and alcohol. Some say he 
took it too far — got too personal — but 
Downey found it effective.

“I think it was really impact and maybe 
shocking to some students but I feel like 
it was needed,” Downey said. “Like the 
sheer shock value of their peers standing 
up made them think ‘Wow, this really is 
happening.’”

Senior Sam Fenton thought the message 
was good, but said how it began was overkill 
and thought it was his least favorite part.

“ P r o b a b l y 
the beginning 
where they 
were like 
d a n c i n g 
around and 
stuff because 
it threw people 
off,” Fenton 
said. “But the 
whole thing 
was cool and 
he had really 
good things to 
say.”

When it 
came to overall 
effectiveness, 
Fenton has his 
own opinions 
of how deep 
it cut into the 
student body’s 
minds.

“I know I’ve 
had a couple 
experiences in 
my life where 
it definitely 
hit a soft spot 

but it just depends on the person and what 
experiences they’ve had to what,” Fenton 
said.

As the students that were able to watch 
this assembly in person, this was no 
ordinary assembly. Principal Tony Paljia 
explained how he chose Break the Grey 
over the traditional motivational speaker.

“We just thought they came with great 
recommendations, and they were something 
different,” he said. 

The big question remains: will Break 
the Gray be returning in years to come? 
While a concrete verdict cannot be reached 
this early, Pallija shared his opinion on 
whether or not he would invite them back 
to Hoover.

“Yes, but on a rotational basis,” Palija 
said. “This guy had a good message. They 
were very good speakers and had a different 
style. I think a rotation of activities is good 
for the student body.” n

Melissa Johnson
Staff Writer
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For  22 years, Hoover High School’s 
leadership club has been holding 
Senior Citizen Prom, an annual 

dance, run by students, for the elderly in 
the community to dance, play games and 
win prizes. The leadership club is run by 
Ms. Sarah Jackson, a science teacher at 
Hoover. Seniors are picked each year to 
help lead the preparation for the prom and 
help it run smoothly.

It’s a long process to get ready for the 
dance. 

“Officially, we started in January. Every 
Wednesday we were working on different 
aspects of the decorations,” Jackson 
explained.” The Friday before the prom is 
when we do all the decorating and the day 
of the prom we fix little problems. There’s 
a lot of planning that goes into it and a lot 
of work done by all.” 

At the dance, the students are in charge 
of all aspects of the prom such as running 
the bingo room, greeting the guests at the 
door and serving the Senior Citizen dinner. 
There is a hired band and some Hoover 
students also perform as the entertainment. 
It’s an opportunity for talented students to 
show off their talents.

The senior citizens also have fun dancing 
with each other and the students. At the 
end of the night, everyone has a chance to 
win prizes from a raffle. All of the prizes 
this year were donated by the career tech 
programs at Hoover.

“We tried to highlight the career tech 
programs,” Jackson said. “Construction 
Tech gave us some birdhouses. Video 
Production gave us documentaries. The 
business management class gave us a lot 
of coasters. Culinary Art class made cakes 
for us to give away including a two-tier 
one. [The design class] gave us a couple of 

HOLLYWOOD
As the day finally arrived, Leadership Club held the annual Senior 
Citizen Prom, where attendees danced the night away and received 
the 

JENN CAMMEL
Story by

picture boards that we could use.”
One thing that hasn’t changed about 

Senior Citizen Prom is the crowning of the 
prom king and queen. This year a couple 
was chosen who were celebrating their 67th 
wedding anniversary, William and Norma 
Raymont. They have been attending for 
three years and enjoy the prom.

 “I enjoy the young people,” Norma 
Raymont said.” “They’re helpful and so 
cute. We enjoy being around them.”

One thing that most senior citizens and 
students look forward to every year is the 
dancing. There is a live band to which the 
students and senior citizens can dance the 
night away. 

Mr. Tony Pallija also looks forward to 
the dancing every year. 

“A few years ago 
while I was polkaing, 
an older lady tapped 
me on the shoulder and 
said, ‘Mr. Principal, 
will you dance with 
me?’” Pallija said. “Her 
husband passed away 
a few years ago, and 
she wanted to dance. 
So now it’s become a 
tradition and I come in 
every year and I look 
for my partner, Betty. 
It’s fun for me and I 
hope it’s fun for her.”

The Senior Citizen 
Prom is not only good 
for the seniors, but it is 
also a great and unique 
experience for the 
students to have. 

“It gives our students 
the opportunity to 

serve, and to give back to the community,” 
Pallija said. “It allows them to meet people 
from another generation, another time. 
Give service to those people who made this 
area such a nice place to live and grow.”

Jackson believes that it is very important 
to have the older and younger generation 
interact.

“It’s an event you have to see to really 
appreciate how great it is, to see the 
students taking care of the older generation, 
sitting down and talking  to the older 
generation, learning something from the 
older generation, and the  older generation 
will tell me how phenomenal the kids are,” 
Jackson said. n

treatment
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Together, with 

more than a 

century of 

teaching 

experience, five 

Hoover teachers 

will retire this 

year, leaving 

behind profound 

legacies and plenty 

of memories. The 

Viking Views looks 

at the past, present 

and future for these 

teachers and their 

programs. 

approach.”
Blake has been in charge of 

the AP program for 12 years and 
since then it has tripled. Hoover 
is the President of Stark County 
School Counselors Association 
and also won Counselor of the 
year in 2012.

“She has played a great 
role in the consistency and 
dependability of the guidance 
department.” Hillker said about 
Hoover. 

Both Blake and Hoover have 
accomplished so much and 
contributed a lot to our school; 
however, it is time to pass the 
torch. 

“I’m going to miss the daily 
interactions with people who 
are more than colleagues and 
now friends” Hoover said. 

Hoover also explained how 
working with and helping so 
many students throughout her 
time here means everything 
to her. She wanted to try and 

make a difference, and she 
sure did. Blake is going to miss 
the students and her guidance 
family.

“I enjoy helping people, I’ll 
miss that,” Blake said, “I hope 
they will see that I was someone 
who was helpful to them and 
approachable.”

“It’s been a joy to work at 
a school that puts the needs of 
kids first.” Hoover said.
Mrs. Kris Wells

Mrs. Wells is no stranger to 
aspiring students pursuing  the 
field of nursing; she has been 
teaching Med -Tech here at 
Hoover for 20 years and has 
decided this is going to be her 
last year. 

She started out teaching 
Intro to Nursing at the Aultman 
School of Nursing, and then 
came to Hoover to spread her 
knowledge to the students at 
Hoover. 

“This is a great place to 

The End of an Era
Hoover teachers, staff to retire

Being a school 
counselor means 
being a role model 
and being there 
for the students. 

Mrs. Hoover and Mrs. Blake 
have done an outstanding job 
at making that happen. Blake 
has been at Hoover for 16 years 
and Hoover has been here 19, 
teaching science for nine of 
those years. Along with being 
a school counselor, Hoover has 
been running Agape Girls, a 
program where upperclassmen 
girls mentor 7th and 8th girls, 
for 10 years now. 

“The program has generated 
so many good things.” Ms. 
Hillker claimed. 

This is Hillker’s first year of 
being a school counselor and 
she has many good things to 
say about Blake and Hoover. 

“Mrs. Blake has a uniqueness 
about her,” Hillker said, “She 
provides a different unique 

Celia Kellicker and Anthony Massa n Staff Writers
Photos by Emily Belles and Karinna Roknich 

Mrs. Judy Hoover Mrs. Margie Blake Mrs. Kris Wells
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work,” Wells said, “I’m going 
to miss the students the most; 
they tend to grow on you.”

The students are going to 
miss her just as much. According 
to Med-Tech student, Lexi 
Kirkman, she is one of the best 
teachers Hoover has.

“She’s very caring and loves 
her students,” Kirkman said. 
“She wants them to succeed.”

When asked what Mrs. Wells 
brings as a teacher that others 
don’t, Kirkman explained 
how she brings experience 
because a lot of the things they 
learn, Wells has dealt with or 
witnessed during her time in 
the medical field. 

“You grow to trust her to 
teach you the right material 
because she has been through it 
all herself.” Kirkman said.

“When students think of me, 
I hope they think they learned 

something and 
that I was fair.” 
Wells explained.

Mrs. Wells 
has made a 
huge impact on 
the Med-Tech 
program and will 
be missed greatly.

“It’s really 
sad knowing that 
I have 2 more 

years of the Med-Tech program 
and she won’t be my teacher.” 
Kirkman said.
Mr. Bill Nelson

While the name Mr. Nelson 
may not be familiar to many 

students at Hoover, for 
the students in the auto 
body program, he is like a 
second father. 

“He gets you inspired,” 
said Senior Matthew 
McConnell, who is in his 
final year of the auto body 
program. Nelson has taught 
the auto body program for 
the past 25 years, after 
owning his own auto shop 
and then substituting for 
former auto body teacher 
Oscar Adis. 

When asked about what 
he will miss most about 
teaching at Hoover, his 
answer was simple. 

“The kids,” he said. 
“There’s nothing more to 
say.” Nelson explained 
the connection he gets 
to develop with students 

teaching a career tech class. 
“You get to know the kids 

really, really well,” he said. 
“Career tech teachers have it 
made.” Looking back on his 
past 25 years, Nelson said he 
has many people to thank. 

“I want to thank the North 
Canton community and the 
employers who help me with 
the hiring process,” he said. 
“They’re priceless.” Overall, 
Mr. Nelson looks back 
positively on his career. 

“It’s been a great 25 years,” 
he said.
Mr. George Baran

When Hoover graduates 

begin facing the challenges 
of paying the bills and filing 
taxes, many will think of Mr. 
Baran, the economics teacher, 
who will retire next week after 
35 years at Hoover on top of 
spending a decade in business 
and engineering. 

“He’s probably one of my 
favorite teachers I’ve had,” said 
junior Christian Noble, who had 
Baran for economics last year. 
“He brings a sense of humor to 
all his lessons.” Baran said it is 
the students who have inspired 
him to continue teaching. 

“The students get me going 
every day,” he said. “When 
[they] get in the room, I’m ready 
to rock and roll.” 

Baran said he is most proud 
when he sees former students 
succeed and has children of 
former students in class.  He also 
expressed the joy of working 
with his wife, art teacher Mrs. 
Baran. 

“It’s enjoyable to see her at 
work with me everyday,” he 
said. 

As to how students will 
remember him, 

“They’ll remember him as 
the chill guy with the long pony 
tail,” said Noble. “I want them 
to remember my goal was that 
they would be successful in life,” 
Baran said. “I wanted them to 
find something where they could 
be happy to go to work every 
day.” n

“I love to learn with my students and 
being able to see young minds be-
come interested in science, every 
day is a treat.” [ [

Mr. George Baran

Mr. Bill Nelson

2014 North Canton City Schools Retiring Staff

Ms. Rebecca Aquilo — Bus Driver
Mrs. Lori Bentz — District Speech/Language Pathologist

Mrs. Valeta Drake — NCMS Communications Skills Teacher
Mrs. Carol Gannon — Greentown Art Teacher

Mr. Larry Graham — Mechanic
Mr. Merle Haidet — Custodian

Mr. Robert Harvey — Head Custodian
Mrs. Ginny Herman — NCMS Theater Arts Teacher
Mrs. Sheryl Lain — Assistant to the NCCS Treasurer

Mrs. Margie McDougal — NCMS Principal
Mrs. Jane Schultz — Clearmount Teacher
Mrs. Laurie Shaub — NCMS Music Teacher 
Mrs. Brenda Wilkinson — Teacher Assitant
Mrs. Tracey Young — Orchard Hill Teacher
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Q & A with
Mary Avery 

S
E
N
I
O
R

Mary Avery 

 
Who inspires you the most? 

Why?

Lady Gaga, because she’s never 
afraid to do what she wants, also 
very expressive in what she does.

What’s your favorite 
style of art?

My favorite style is digital 
art and anything done in 
Photoshop.
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Each issue, The Viking Views staff will 
randomly select a Hoover student to 
be featured as a unique personality.

Photo by Hannah Gill 
Story and Q & A by Hannah Gill

“She will still point out the good 
in people.”

There are many artists in this world, 
Avery being one of them; however a specific 
artist, Alex Zhang, comes to her mind.

“Honestly, I think Alex inspires me the 
most, because she does absolutely amazing 
water colors, which I’ve been experimenting 
with a lot recently,” Avery said.

Avery and Zhang even share some of the 
same qualities.

Avery has won multiple awards that she’s 
very proud of.

“I’ve probably been most proud of my 
work when I attend scholastic awards,” she 
said. “Every year we go to the Scholastic Art 
and Writing Awards, where you can get keys 
or honorable mentions based on how well 
they judge your work. I’ve received gold 
and silver keys and I’m really, really proud 
of that,” Avery said.       

Art is complex enough as it is, however 
Avery adds a twist to it with different tools 
and techniques.

“My favorite technique is probably 
the stuff I do in Photoshop, I appreciate 
traditional art, but doing it on the computer 
is definitely faster and allows me to get a lot 
more done,” Avery said.

There’s a process that Avery has to go 
through to get her work just right.

“In the program there are layers and 
usually I start out with the first layer then 
line it, eventually I add colors. There’s so 
much you can do with it, like creating more 
depth, and scan in sketches,” Avery said.

Moving on from pen and paper to melody 

and harmony.
“In seventh grade I decided to join the 

school choir, which was such a significant 
decision, because it has impacted my friend 
group and the people I hang out with, it also 
has a positive influence on me,” Avery said.

After being involved for so long, Mary 
is upset about leaving. Something the choir 
does as their end-of-the-year concert is the 
annual May Fiesta. 

“We all get together for May Fiesta and 
we sing ‘For Good,’ a song from Wicked,” 
she said. “It’s so sad I’m probably going 
to end up crying, because It’s like saying 
goodbye to a department that has done so 
much for me over the years,” Avery said.

Along with performing in the choir, Avery 
is also a member of the ensemble HiLo’s.  

“I love being in HiLo’s definitely because 
of the people,” she said. “Everyone in HiLo’s 
are so much fun, and going to rehearsals are 
enjoyable, and just being as a group and 
accomplishing getting a dance down, or 
everyone sounding really great together, it’s 
just amazing.” 

Senior Dan Aguirre, Avery’s boyfriend, 
knows her personality the best outside of the 
hustle and bustle her demanding schedule 
holds. 

“My favorite thing about Mary is that 
she’s really honest and gets along with 
anyone,” he said. “It’s also funny how much 
she likes people, not in a bad way though. 
She may not be a fan of everyone, but she 
will still point out the good in people.” n

For senior Mary Avery, the world is her 
palette. 

From her digital art to her art on 
paper and even down to her style, this girl 
gets it to the last detail. Not only does Avery 
have an eye for style but she can also sing 
her heart out. 

The primary colors are her favorite, she 
has many siblings and her favorite book is 
Pride and Prejudice. If you think you know 
Mary Avery, you probably just know the 
half of it. The talent she possesses today all 
started out from one person’s influence.

“My older brother Chris was always so 
passionate about art and I really admired 
that, so I just modeled myself after him,” 
Avery said.

Along with Chris, Mary has seven other 
siblings.

“The oldest five Matt, Mandy, Jim, Tim, 
and Beca are on my mom’s side and Nathan, 
Chris and I are the other three,” Avery said.

Not only does Avery have much support 
at home from her family, but she also has 
support through her encouraging art teacher, 
Mrs. Baran.

“I’ve known Mary for about four years 
now, and I think she has grown in so many 
ways, she’s much more confident in herself 
and in her work,” Baran said. “Mary is an 
artist in very different ways, because she just 
walks the walk and talks the talk. She has 
a very unique way of looking at things and 
always surprises me with her solutions to 
some of the visual problems we give them.” 

If you could sun up your 
life in a few words what 
would they be?

Late, creative, stressed, and 
involved.

What are your plans for 
the future?

I plan on going to Capital 
University in the fall. I want 
to major in psych and art.

What’s your favorite 
style of art?

My favorite style is digital 
art and anything done in 
Photoshop.

What quote do you live 
by?

People who matter don’t 
mind, and people who mind 
don’t matter.
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By Kelsey Rife

By Dylanni Smith

HOW
TO...
Land a summer job 

Summer is coming fast and for many, this means it’s time 
to set aside some of your free time to get a job. However, 
landing a summer job is not as easy as it seems.

1. Job Applications. They are the first step in applying for any job. They allow you to get 
your name noticed by the employer. Many businesses offer their applications online, so 
they are easily accessible. When filling out an application for a summer job, make sure you 
get it in earlier than the beginning of summer. No procrastinating! Many college students 
come back for the summer and jobs get taken up by them quickly. If you turn in your 
application early, you have a better chance of nailing the job. 

2. You should get a call from the manager/owner within a week or two of filling out 
your application. If you do not get a call back, call them! Ask for a manager and simply 
tell them “I filled out an application and have not heard back. I am calling to check on my 
application and make sure it was looked over.” However, if even after checking on your 
application you do not get a call back, do not get discouraged! There are plenty more jobs 
out there. 

3. If you did get a call, the next step is the interview. For your interview, dress nicely 
and look presentable. You want them to recognize that you are serious about wanting the 
job. If you walk in your typical, casual clothes, they will not take you seriously. Also, act 
professional and be confident! Employers want a worker who is confident in what he/she 
is doing and is serious about the work. Most importantly, be yourself!

 
4. After applications and interviews, the only stress left is knowing whether or not you got 
the job. Some employers will tell you at the end of the interview whether you are hired or 
not. However, some may call you back a week later. If you got the job, then great! If you 
didn’t, don’t be disappointed. Keep job hunting and you will find a job that is perfect for 
you!  
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To recieve discount, students only need to register for classes by the 
11/17/2013 and start classes by 4/7/14. Discount code VV1 must be 

mentioned over the phone/internet when registering. You do not need to 
present coupon.  Not valid with other discounts.

$85 6/20/14

6/20/14

Joe L. 
Carpenter,

DMD
330. 498. 9920 

6653 Frank Ave. 
NW

North Canton,
Ohio 44720

Take it from 
Dorothy:

“There’s no 
place like

SNJ 
Homes.”

7/31/14



We have made it. We have 
lasted through the lectures, tons 
of homework, and the typical 
school day annoyances. Summer 
is here and it’s a time for fun and 
relaxation. 

Let the concert season begin.
Instead of going to get ice 

cream or going to the pool, add 
some zing to your summer, grab 
your friends and see some of your 
favorite bands and artists 
perform live.

AL
L A

CC
ES

S

Emily Belles
Karinna Roknich
Lauren Henley
Staff Writers

Headliners: Foo Fighters, Outkast, and Jack 
Johnson

Acts worth seeing: Twenty One Pilots, Imagine 
Dragons, Arctic Monkeys, The Lumineers, Hunter 
Hunted, Band of Horses, Grouplove, Young the 

Giant, Walk Off the Earth, and American 
Authors.

Headliners: Elton John, Kanye West, and Jack White

Acts Worth Seeing: Vampire Weekend, The Avett Brothers, 
Arctic Monkeys, Frank Ocean, The Flaming Lips, Neutral Milk 
Hotel, Janelle Monae, Amos Lee, Jake Bugg, Pusha T, and Vintage 
Trouble

Bonnaroo is a three day music, art, and film festival that takes 
place each year in Manchester, Tennessee. This year it takes 
place on June 12 through June 15. Bonnaroo attracts more 
than 80,000 people each year, and each person lives in a tent 
or RV on the 700 acre campground for the four days it takes 
place. With 10 stages and over 150 musical acts, Bonnaroo 
proves itself to be one of the most exciting times of the 
summer for many entertainment fans. General admission 
tickets can still be purchased for $284.50 and VIP is 
available for $1,499.50. While the tickets can be pricey, 

the memories and experiences of Bonnaroo are priceless. 

Firefly is a four day long music festival in 
Dover, Delaware. While you’re there you’ll 
be staying in a tent or RV surrounded 
by wooded landscapes. There are seven 
stages and over 400 bands. But this 
festival isn’t all about music; there are 
many attractions on the festival’s grounds. 
They have different foods, activities and 
stations throughout the four days. Firefly 
will be taking place on June 19 through 
June 22. General admission tickets are 
$299. VIP tickets can range from $699 
to $1999. Even though the tickets can be 
expensive, it’s worth the unforgettable 
memories you will make at Firefly. 
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Headliners: Of Mice and Men, The Story so Far, and Mayday Parade

Acts worth seeing: Ghost Town, Breath Carolina, MC Chris, The Ready Set, 
We the Kings, 3OH!3, All Time Low, Bowling for Soup, Cute Is What We Aim 
For, Mod Sun, and Yellowcard

This year is Vans’ Warped Tour’s 20th anniversary.  There are over 100 bands 
taking part in the tour. The bands’ genres vary from punk rock and metal to 
indie and reggae. For the first time this year , there is a special ticket that has 
3D graphics on it to celebrate the anniversaryAlso, the nonprofit organization 
Music Saves Lives will be there and they will give the first 100 people in line a 

backstage wristband, as long as they’re eligible to give blood. 
They also allow you to have someone give blood for 

you, and you can go back stage. The 
Ohio date is July 17 and 

takes place at 
B l o s s o m 
M u s i c 
Center. The 
day begins 
at 11:00 
a.m. and 
comes to an 
end at 9:00 
p.m.  Warped 
Tour is a great 
opportunity to 
see your favorite 
bands perform as 
well as discover 
new ones.

Sunglasses

A lot of Sunscreen

Money

Paper and a pen

Water bottle 

Hair ties and bobby pins

Band-Aids

 

And if you’re going to a multiple 

day festival,

Tent

Pillow

Blanket

Toothbrush 

Tent locks

Flashlight/lantern

Air mattress

Deodorant 

Shampoo and conditioner

Most importantly, wear 
comfortable light weight clothes 
and close toed shoes. It will get 
hot walking around all day and 
it’s important to not overheat. 
Make sure you apply sunscreen 
multiple times throughout the 
day.  You don’t want to spend 
the week after in pain from being 
sunburned. n

LEFT: Bonnaroo Music 
Festival. RIGHT (top to 
bottom): The entrance 
at Firefly Music Festival; 
headliners Foo FIghters 
performing; multiple 
stages are set up by 
sponsors and vendors 
at Vans Warped Tour.



A Guy’s Point of View
—Trent Cash

  Our 

So, guys, how many times have you heard your friend 
say “The Fault In Our Stars” or John Green? Don’t even 
answer that question because I know that it’s going to be 

way too high a number.
I went into “The Fault In Our Stars” absolutely expecting 

to despise its very existence, and through the first fifth of it, I 
wasn’t wrong in the slightest. I legitimately wanted to jump 
through the book and yell at Hazel.

Okay, I need to back up a bit here. For those of you who 
know absolutely nothing about “The Fault In Our Stars,” I’ll 
give you the shortest sum-up possible.

Hazel constantly whines about how she won’t think about 
cancer too much, she falls in love with Augustus, who is also 
dying of cancer, and, spoiler alert, somebody dies. I won’t say 
who because I don’t want to ruin the whole book. It tears your 
heart out and stomps on your dreams, but it’s a pleasure to 
have your heart broken by “The Fault In Our Stars.” 

While I admit that I hated parts of the book, especially 
the fact that the most common words in the book seemed to 
be “metaphor” and “existential.” Not the entire world is a 
metaphor; sometimes it’s just straight forward. But I digress 
because the book was absolutely fantastic, and, amongst the 
constant metaphors were moments of laughs and smiles that 
kept the book from being a total letdown.

The book is an absolute emotional roller-coaster through 
the life of a teen that is dying. She’s scared, she’s lonely, and 
she’s often depressed, but she stays strong through the face of 
the trials and tribulations of a life not meant to be lived.

I hated everything that Hazel stood for, and I hated her 
personality, but as I read on I found myself cheering her on, 
praying that she would live and that everything would work 
out. From the moment that she and Augustus met, I wanted 
them to live. I wanted them to win. I wanted them to hold on 
longer than they were ever supposed to.

What makes the story great; however, are the less prominent 
characters, especially the borderline sociopathic author Peter 
Van Houten, the author of Hazel’s favorite book “An Imperial 
Infliction.” I have no school-appropriate way to define him 
though, so I’ll stop there.There is no shortage of fault to be 
found amid “The Fault In Our Stars,” but when it comes down 
to it, it’s actually a quality piece of writing and there’s not much 
else I can say about it. It pulls you up and drags you down, but 
it pulls you along the entire way on a roller coaster that only 
goes up. Once you get past the introduction, you can’t set it 
down. Although I dreaded the thought of reading “The Fault In 
Our Stars,” I have to say, I love this book, present tense.
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A Girl’s Point of View
—Ally Tsenekos 

  Our 

This novel is not your typical love story or happily ever 
after, girls! So get your tissues ready and buckle up 
for this emotional rollercoaster. John Green’s The 

Fault in our Stars is an ambitious novel for teens looking 
for a heartwarming story with a touch of romance. The main 
character is Hazel Lancaster a sixteen year old teenage girl 
who is diagnosed with cancer. Lancaster is a very intelligent 
girl, seeking acceptance and genuine love. 

I have to admit, when I started reading this book I thought 
this was going to be just another typical “cancer story”, but 
it was nothing like the average depressing cancer book. It’s 
sorrowful and despairing, but it’s real and that’s what makes 
it an astounding read.

But of course to make any good love story we need a 
prince charming, who in this story, is the quirky Augustus 
Waters. He also had a cancer called osteosarcoma which 
caused him to get an amputated leg, but that was a year and 
a half ago and he is now cancer-free.

These two love birds first met each other at a cancer 
support group for struggling teens and it was love at first 
sight. The novel is about these two teens falling in love with 
all the typical struggles of teen relationships plus the added 
challenges with Lancaster’s disease. Lancaster and Waters 
were inseparable and they both shared many interests, like a 
love for the same author of their favorite book. This couple 
was in love and they weren’t going to let an illness like cancer 
hold them back from true love and adventure. 

John Green has created a masterpiece of literature, but it 
has not been his first novel. This has been Green’s fourth solo 
novel and was published in January 2012. The plot is powerful 
and compelling, with its real life element, it actually feels like 
the events in this book are really happening to a friend close 
to you. TFIOS will really pull at your heartstrings, and it will 
make you laugh and cry through all its twists and turns. 

The book is a true inspiration and it’s going to be made 
into a movie premiering this June. In the movie, Lancaster is 
played by Shailene Woodley and Augustus Waters is being 
played by Ansel Elgort. 

This is definitely one of my favorite love stories but at 
some points in the book the story did drag a little. But if you 
don’t have a lot of time on your hands I don’t recommend 
you start this book because you won’t be able to put it down 
until you are done. 

So ladies, this isn’t your typical fairytale but you will see 
the story come to life right before your eyes and you will see 
that this story is true love. OK?
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Illustrations by Katelyn Stewart
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‘SPECTACULAR’
nighT

In Hoover tradition, seniors take the stage for 
what turned out to be a...
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PHOTO ESSAY BY KELSEY PAULUS AND ZAHRA SANDHU 
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1. The Beach
Everybody loves the beach... 

Feeling the hot sand between 
your toes, the sun on your skin, 
and listening to the waves crash 
into the shore. The most popular 
beaches to visit consist of Cancun, 
Myrtle Beach, and Virginia beach. 
Whether you go to the East or 
West Coast don’t be afraid to soak 
up some sun and have some fun. 

2. The Mountains
Would you rather be gliding down 
a snow slope instead of sitting at 
the beach? Then what’s stopping 
you? There is always Boston Mills 
and Brandywine but if you are a 
die hard snowboarder or skier 
then why not head out to Colora-
do. The top 5 ski resorts in Colo-
rado include Aspen, Beaver Creek, 
Breckenridge, and Keystone.

3. The Outdoors
Do you enjoy being in nature and 
taking a break from your busy 
life. Before you head off to college 
why not have one more of those 
trips. Get a group of your friends 
and take a camping trip and take 
a hike through mother nature. 
Camping grounds and hiking trails 
encompass much of Ohio today. 
Hocking Hills State Park is one of 
them that includes an abundance 
of outdoor activities.

4. An Adventure
Get out of your comfort zone...
try something new! Rock climbing 
(on actual rocks), Bungee jump-
ing, sky diving, white water raft-

5. Arts and Music
Are the arts and or music more of 
your style? Take a trip to New York 
and see a Broadway show or check 
out some museums. Pick a couple 
museums that interest you and go 
explore. Another option would be 
going to see some of your favorite 
bands in concert over the summer 
while you still have some extra 
money.

6. Amusement Parks
If you are on a budget but still want 
to have some fun how about going 
to an amusement park, water 
park, or theme park. But don’t be 
boring and just go to cedar point or 
some little place. There is Hershey 
Park in Pennsylvania, Dollywood in 
Tennessee, and Busch Gardens in 

7. Foreign Country
If you are looking for an incredible 
and thrilling experience travel  
outside of the United States. Get 
a passport and go! There are so 
many different places to choose 
from. France, Italy, Greece are all 
incredibly interesting and rich in 
culture.

8. Sports
Are sports your life? Do you live 
for the thrill of the game? The 
last second plays and the game 
winning point. Make it a point to 
see your favorite teams in action. 
Or if they aren’t currently in 
season you could always go and 
see their faculties and go behind 
the scenes.

8top

Summer

Destinations
Commentary by Taylor Ulik

ing are all daredevil actions. But 
how about a cross country roadtrip 
with 2 or 3 of your closest friends. 
Do not plan a destination just go 
and explore.

Virginia. Don’t just assume every 
time you go to an amusement park 
it has to be the mainstream Cedar 
Point or Kennywood.
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8
Commentary by Taylor Ulik
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— Caitlin Hunt

— Ben Sturr 

Rebel Belle

The Amazing Spider-Man 2
Get ready for a ton of electric puns. The shocking sequel to the Amazing Spider Man hit 

theaters on May 2.
While slow at times, this action-packed movie contains all of the suspense, thrills 

and special effects that a super-hero film should have. 
The three main story lines of this film are all unique in their own way and mostly live up 

to the hype. One follows Peter Parker’s adventures as Spider-Man and his search for the truth 
about his father. Along the way, he has to deal with the problems of keeping his identity secret, 
fighting crime in the city and dealing with the normal relationship problems of a teenager.

The second follows Harry, the estranged heir to OSCORP mega corporation and old friend of 
Peter’s as he desperately tries to escape the same fate as his dying father.

The third follows Max Dillon, an alienated electrician who just wants to  be noticed. He suf-
fers a horrible life changing accident that could possibly change the fate of the city.

These three plot lines all converge in an exciting and electrifying climax.
Most of the acting in this movie is superb but anyone who is faithful to the original comics 

is not a fan of the new Peter Parker. Mostly cast for his good-looks, Andrew Garfield may be a 
good actor but is not fit for the role of Peter.

One of the stand-out performances in this movie is Jamie Foxx as the main antagonist, Max 
Dillon/Electro. Foxx makes us pity and relate to the character. We end up almost rooting for the 
bad guy because he is so much like us in that he just wants to be noticed.

The first half of the movie doesn’t bring up very many new points, it basically sums up the 
first film. It is worth it however because all of that exposition leads up to the peak of the story in 
a very surprising and spectacular manner. 

I would definitely recommend this movie to fans of the Spider-Man franchise or just super-
heroes in general. It is sure to strike you as a good movie and give you a jolt of excitement.

The perfect dress, the perfect date and a crown to top off the night. To Harper Price, the only 
thing that’s ruining Homecoming is her lip gloss color. That’s all about to change. When 
Harper ends up in the wrong place at the wrong time, her whole life changes. 

After getting a creepy encounter from the janitor and killing her history teacher, Harper isn’t 
sure what’s going on. She suddenly has super strength and can kick butt. She also has the sudden 
urge to protect her enemy since pre-school, David Stark. As it turns out, Harper is a Paladin and 
must protect David, who is a part of an ancient prophecy. Whether she likes it or not, Harper must 
protect David from harm. Even if it means missing out on Cotillion, the one thing that she has 
looked forward to since she was young. 

Rebel Belle mixes together everything from all young adult novels. There are elements from 
contemporary, paranormal and romance genres. It may seem like a weird combination, but it all 
works and comes together in this fabulous book.

Harper Price is the main character and really evolves in the book. In the beginning, Harper 
paints us the picture of her ‘perfect’ life. She’s in charge of practically everything at school. She’s 
cheer captain, head of the dance committee and class president. She is also a southern belle, 
through and through. To her, life is perfect. My favorite thing about Harper is that she believes 
her life is perfect but as a reader we see that her life isn’t so perfect. 

David Stark and Harper have been competitive rivals since preschool. David has begun to put 
more fire into the flame due to his articles in the school newspaper bashing Harper. In Harper’s 
eyes, David is just a jerk. As readers, we realize that David actually has a heart and we see Harper 

and David’s relationship evolve. 
Rebel Belle has humor, suspense, twist and turns, and charm. The book moves at an excellent pace and I never felt bored. The 

characters are all fantastically written and each character is lovable. Rebel Belle is the first in a series and I can’t wait to follow Harper 
and David on more of their adventures.  
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—Caitlin Hunt

— Trent Cash

The Wind Is Not a River
It’s WWII and you’re an American journalist. Your brother, a pilot for the Canadian Royal Air 

Force, died fighting the Axis, and you’ve made it your mission to document the war and remember 
the men whose lives were lost. You’re living the life of John Easley.

Easley, a lifelong journalist, decided that it was his mission to travel to the Aleutian Islands, at the 
time occupied by the Japanese, because apparently the Japanese invaded Alaska. I never knew that 
before reading “The Wind Is Not A River.” Easley, against the advice of his wife Helen, left for the 
Aleutians.

John’s plane crashed and he wouldn’t be seen by his wife again, possibly for many months. I know 
how many months, but I can’t tell you that. It’s a secret. I’ll give a hint. It’s either a few or a lifetime 
of months. Helen made it her mission to find John. She made it to Alaska by joining the United 
Service Organizations (USO,) an organization of women who sang for and entertained men.

The book hops back and forth between the points of view of Helen and John as they travel 
through the struggles of separation and loneliness and the trials and tribulations of searching for one 
another.

Unfortunately, I can’t say too much without spoiling the book but this is one of the best books I’ve 
read in ages. If you read my “The Fault In Our Stars” review a little bit ahead in the paper, you’ll have to compare the two books. I read 
them both within the same week and I flat out can’t decide which is between the two.

“The Wind Is Not A River” is another emotional roller coaster as you watch John and Helen struggle to maintain their love and their 
sanity. 

The story has its dreadfully boring moments and can be extremely dull, but it will suck you in like very few other books can, 
especially the ending. You won’t even believe the ending; it will rip your heart out and throw it on the floor, even more so than “The 
Fault In Our Stars.”

In the end, all my rambling is trying to say is that this book was absolutely fantastic and I recommend that every single one of you 
gives it a shot!

Captain America (Chris Evans) is back with his trusty shield while Black Widow 
(Scarlett Johansson), Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson) and the Falcon (Anthony 
Mackie) join along side him. Directors Anthony and Joe Russo, Cleveland natives, 

filmed a majority of scenes in Cleveland. The areas included the West Shoreway, West 
Third Street, Superior Avenue and the Cleveland Museum of Art. 

This movie takes place after the Avengers. We find Steve Rodgers living in Washington 
D.C. and adjusting to the modern world. He is soon sent on a mission with Black Widow 
to what appears to be saving hostages. He comes to learn differently. Black Widow and 
Fury have a secret mission to keep from him. SHIELD is soon compromised and its up to 
Captain America and his team to find out who is behind it. Hot on their trail is the assas-
sin, the Winter Soldier (Sebastian Stan), who has killed thousands over the last couple of 
decades. Robert Redford is also a part  of the cast and plays Alexander Pierce, head of the 
World Security Council.  

The best part of any superhero movie is the action scenes. This movie has them. From 
Nick Fury being chased through the streets to the Winter Soldier attacking Captain Rod-
gers and his crew while on the highway, each scene is fast paced and exhilarating. The 
fight scenes are also excellently choreographed. It’s evident in the swinging of Cap’s 
shield, Black Widow taking down guards or the fight between Captain America and the 
Winter Soldier. 

I enjoyed the plot and acting overall. It’s very much a political drama with twist and 
turns at every point to keep you on the edge of your seat. Every person, whether small or 
big role, brought powerful performances to the screen.

Overall, I was more than pleased with this Captain America sequel. It has a perfect 
mixture of what all superhero movies need. The movie has an amazing cast who plays each of their characters with skill. The movie 
has excellent fight scenes, an amazing plot, an extraordinary cast and has a dash of sass. Captain America is definitely back and here 
to stay.

Captain America: The Winter Soldier 
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We at The Viking Views would like to wish our 
senior staff members  the best of luck and thank 
them for the time spent and the memories made 
together.  

Through  the thick and thin, the seniors  have 
made  this year one of the most enjoyable years 
yet at  Hoover  through your guidance, wisdom, and 
fun-loving souls. 

Your time here at Hoover is finally giving way to 
the road ahead that is your future, so make sure 
you’re prepared for what’s to come, but never forget 
the past; we’re sure we won’t.

The time you spend here in high school might not 
be all fun and games, but  even in the times of work 
and challenge, we’re glad we got to spend those 
times with our senior friends.

We want to remind the senior Viking Views staff 
members to work as hard as they can in their futures, 
but never let the world get them down.

Enjoy life. Maintain the fun-loving spirits that 
we’ve come to know. We wish you all the best of 
luck and hope to see you soon!As a special message 
to our seniors on The Viking Views  staff, we want to 
thank you for accepting as, teaching us, and helping 
us through High School. You’re the best seniors we 
could’ve asked for. Viking Views for life!

 “We strive to provide honest opinions while representing all sides 
and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions.”

Madison DeChellis n Carly Preston n Maria Stroia n Josh Woods
Dylanni Smith n Missy Johnson n Nate Leeson

Editorial Board

Farewell, Friends  
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On Wednesday, April 9, “Break the Grey” came to 
Hoover High School to discuss issues such as drug 
abuse, bullying and depression. 

However, the team of speakers took a different 
approach to make an ordinary assembly more 
exciting and powerful. 

Break the Grey travels around The United States 
and visits high schools in order to bring awareness 
of issues all teens face in their daily lives.  The 
speakers of Break the Grey used tactics such as 
skits and music to grab the attention of students. 

The skits included topics such as cyber bullying 
and teen drama, and how they can negatively effect 
an individual. The main speaker, Bill Ballenger, spoke 
deeply about the effects of drugs on his life. When 
he was young, his daughter was taken away from 
him, and he had to spend time in jail because of 
illegal drug usage. 

We as The Viking Views would like to thank the 
members of Break the Grey for coming to our school. 
Drugs, bullying, and depression are very common in 
high school students, and teams such as Break the 
Grey help open our eyes about these issues. 

They bring students to take a stand against these 
issues, leading to a more comfortable and enjoyable 
school experience.   

Breaking the mold
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 What Would you change about 
hoover high School and Why? 

“I think the start time should be later. 
It would be beneficial because we 
could do more because we wouldn’t 
be as tired.” Orr, 12. 
— Katelyn Crawford, 9
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“I would change the location of Priv 
because there are no desks and I do 
my work.”
— Natalie Gonyias, 10

“I would like to have more time 
in between classes. I feel like as 
teenagers we need more time to 
socialize and more of a break.”
— Adam Burns, 9

Which teacher Will you miSS the moSt from 
hoover high School and Why? 

“I would put a better roof on the 
building. The trash cans all over the 
hall are inconvenient, and the smell 
of mold is also very concerning.”
— Cameron Broadbent, 11

“Mr. Ben Janchar, 
because he was 
always a teacher I 
got along with and 
helped me realize 
that I want a future 
in medicine.” 
   — Corrin Pelini,12

“Mrs. Susan Cammel, because she 
always told me that I could accomplish 
anything that I wanted, no matter 
what my limitations and because she 
told me her story of being deaf and 
becoming a teacher and how everyone 
told her she couldn’t!”
— Kelsey Siber, 12

“Mr. David Reese, 
because he is 
outgoing and 
showed that 
teachers aren’t 
just mean and 
cruel.”
    — Tim Ott, 12
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The New Norm
Michael Somody 
Fish out of Water

Hypo what?
Ben Woods 
Into the Woods

It is a word that you may have never heard of. You probably  
know someone who has it. It is not a disease. But it can 
cause high level of stress
It’s called hypochondria. When one is a hypochondriac they 
have an unusual anxiety about their health. You are always 

fearful that you have a life threatening disease, even if you don’t 
have one. Just the thought of it makes you cringe. 
I deal with hypochondria. I am a hypochondriac. I have always 
been and always will be one. I get stressed out easily from simple 
things. After reading something about symptoms of the West Nile 
Virus for a lab in my AP Bio class, I seem to watch for those very 
same symptoms in fear of having West Nile. There is nothing I 
can do. 
Even the little stuff has an affect in me. If I am around someone 
who sneezes, I will either scratch my nose or sometimes, I will 
even sneeze. When any family member of mine gets sick, anything 
from the simple cold to getting sick with the flu, I have a great deal 
of trouble always feeling like I am going to get sick.
Hypochondria seems silly and to some people it is not taken 
seriously. My family jokes around about it sneezing, scratching 

their eyes or nose just to bother me. I am fine with that. I think 
it is just the strangest thing, being able to say and know that you 
don’t have a traumatic disease, but while thinking about it I just 
somehow make myself believe I have a diseases.
My brothers were always the harshest towards me. During dinner 
they would sit across the dinner table and some nights they will 
just look at me and fake sneeze. Even that bothers me. I know that 
it is a fake sneeze but my brain tells me it was a sneeze and then I 
get worried. 
I have been able to put it behind me. It doesn’t bother me that 
much anymore, but occasionally something will happen and I just 
get worried. I rarely get too worried anymore. It feels good to not 
have to worry about it much anymore. I comes and goes. 
There is no cure for hypochondria. People all over the world 
suffer from it. Having it makes you seemed stressed. The worst 
are during times were the flu bug is going around. Then it just hits 
hard and fast.
If you know somebody that is a hypochondriac, they probably 
don’t like it when you joke around with them. It’s not cool. 
Hypochondria is something I will always have to deal with. My 
parents joke around about it, my brothers joke around about it. 
Now when someone says hypochondria, the reply won’t be hypo 
what? n

most times. 
It is a sick reality, but one that has to be lived with in the current 

day. Based off my experiences and observations, society is giving 
the people who can sign up for the most things, and join the most 
clubs, the rewards and letting them reap the benefits. 

More and more the person who deserves the recognition is stuck 
trying to play catch up. 

The days of everyone striving to develop strong, moral integrity 
are over.         

It is all about who can get ahead and stay ahead. Doing whatever 
you can so you are the one who gets the job, or the leadership 
position in your club is more important than being compassionate 
for your peer, or letting the person who truly cares about the job 
more have it. If it will look good on a resume, that’s their main 
focus. 

People will try anything to make sure they are the one who wins, 
and the definition of “victory” has been skewed dramatically.

But that is the current world we live in. 
The new norm is here, and it looks like it is here to stay. n

I as a junior in high school, I’ve had the opportunity to observe 
the student body, and I have started to notice a pattern. 
I am given things to do and expected to do them, whether 
I think they are worth my time or not. I am not supposed 
to stray from the norm. It’s assumed that I will just follow 

the standards set before me, and obey the orders that I have been 
given. 
People get involved in clubs, activities, and teams they do not 
actually care about nor have a passion for. I firsthand see some of 
my peers join something just because it looks good on a college 
application or when applying for a job. 

The sad thing is, they are right. 
The activities go down for applications even though minimal 

effort was put forth for it. But these are the kids that will get picked 
over another. 

If you pit a hard-working, passionate person applying for his 
dream job against someone with their resume filled to the brim 
with all the different things they have been a part of, regardless of 
how hard they actually worked, the resume filled person will win 
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Islamophobia. 
A word used to describe one’s 

hatred towards the religion of 
Islam and their fear of its people, 

Muslims. Being an American Muslim, I 
felt it necessary to set some things straight 
about who the Muslim people really are 
and everything Islam is and is not. 

First and foremost, Islam is not a violent 
religion. In fact, the 
word Islam derives 
from the root word 
salam which means 
peace in Arabic.    
       I want you to 
think of the word 
Muslim. 
What are your 
i m m e d i a t e  
thoughts? 
Negative or positive? 

I wouldn’t be 
surprised if you 
picked negative; that’s only natural. 

In today’s society, the words Muslim and 
Islam seems to have a negative connotation 
attached to them. When most people hear 
these words, thoughts of 9/11 flood in 
which brings up the word ‘terrorism’ which 
leads to the word ‘terrorist.’  

What I need you to understand is not all 
Muslims are terrorist. Only a minority of 
the 1.6 billion Muslims in the world are. 

These extremists of this religion have 
a skewed understanding of Islam and 
take it out of context. Those people, who 
can’t even call themselves Muslims, are 
terrorists. 

Those terrorists, who are the ones 
creating the violence, are shown on media 
and because of that most people associate 
violence and hate with the followers of 
Islam. It just takes a couple of people to 
make a big difference, whether it be bad or 
good. 

“What I need you to understand is 
not all Muslims are terrorists.”

The New Norm
Coexist
Zahra Sandhu 
Zahra Can Do 

In this case it is bad because these 
wrong actions of the 0.001 percent Muslim 
terrorists reflects very poorly on the rest of 
my fellow Muslims and what others think 
of the religion of Islam. 

Well, what about the rest of the Muslim 
people? 

What do they think? 
It’s simple. 
Just like everyone else, we fear terrorism 

and want peace. Simply put, Ahmed Bedier 
of CAIR said, “Nothing in our faith says 
it’s OK to kill anyone.”

We, Muslims, are law-abiding citizens 
just trying to live a happy, normal peaceful 
life without the ridicule and hate that at 
least one Muslim endures on the daily. I 
am lucky enough to be surrounded with 
kind, loving people but that doesn’t mean I 
haven’t had my fair share of being accused 
and ridiculed. 

Though I could list many times where 
someone has made an ignorant or racist 
comment to me, one in particular stands out 
in my mind. It was in the eighth-grade, just 
last year, I was sitting in a computer lab, 
minding my own business doing my work. 
After getting bored within the first few 
minutes of researching on the computer, 
I struck up a conversation  about middle 
names with my friend sitting next to me. 

A peer close by overheard and 

interrupted the conversation. They asked, 
“What’s your middle name? Zahra Osama 
bin Laden Sandhu?”

Dumbfounded, I simply said no and set 
them straight. 

I do not think my peer thought I was 
harmful or that s/he feared me in any way. 
It was more the fact that they related me to 
such a despicable who was the worlds most 
well known terrorist. It is that fact that I too 

feared him and to have 
my name associated 
with Osama bin Laden 
was a surreal moment 
for me. 

I am not a terrorist. 
I am not a violent 

person. 
However, I am 

a Muslim and just 
because I am people 
should not look at me 
or any other Muslim 
like they are ruthless 

and cruel people. 
For the majority of Muslims are 

advocates of peace who should not have to 
live in fear of being accused for something 
we are not.  I’m not trying to change your 
beliefs or preach to you what is wrong and 
what is right, I am just stating the truth. 

So the next time you think of Islam, 
know that it’s not a religion of violence but 
peace. 

Also don’t fear Muslims. Besides the 
minority of Muslim extremists, all in all 
we want the same thing. It’s just like John 
Lennon once said, “Imagine all the people 
living life in peace…” 

What if we stopped discriminating on the 
innocent and started loving and accepting 
instead? 

It shouldn’t matter what religion, skin 
color, or any other difference we may have 
with each other. In the end we are all the 
same, human-beings. n
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The Browns trade up to get the QB 
they want. The question now is who 
will he throw too?
KANSAS CITY:
DE/OLB Dee Ford
After starting 9-0, Kansas City’s 
defense fell apart. They hope to fix 
that with Ford.
CINCINNATI: 
CB Darqueze Dennard
A very talented CB fell to the Bengals. 
He fills a hole while making this 
secondary threatning.
SAN DIEGO: 
CB Jason Verrett
Talented but short, Verrett has a lot 
to prove to show he is a first round 
talent.
PHILADELPHIA: 
DE/OLB Marcus Smith
A major reach here, many fans 
reacted to this pick with a “Who is 
that?”.
ARIZONA (TRADE): 
S Deone Bucannon
A bit of a reach here, but the Cardinals 
had a huge void in it’s secondary, one 
they hope that Bucannon can fill.
NEW ENGLAND:  
DE Dominique Easily
Talented but with injury risks, the 
Patriots hope to land another star 
with Easily.
SAN FRANCISCO:
 S Jimmy Ward
With no real needs, the 49ers go best 
player available.
DENVER:  
CB Bradley Roby
Boom or bust to say the least, Roby 
packs some baggage with this pick. 
His extreme athleticism made him 
hard to pass up.
MINNESOTA (TRADE):
QB Teddy Bridgewater
Traded to the Vikings from the 
Seahawks, Bridewater is the prime 
canidate to be the starting QB in 
Minnesota this year, something that 
Vikings fans want desperately.

Draft Day
With the 2014 NFL Draft in the books, Viking Views staff writer Andrew 
Falce looks back on the first round of 

HOUSTON:
DE Jadaveon Clowney
Something we all saw coming, 
Clowney was the best player in this 
draft and
ST. LOUIS:
OT Greg Robinson
The Rams use their first pick to add 
some beef to their O-Line
JACKSONVILLE:
QB Blake Bortles
The tall QB from Florida will be 
a starter on this team in time. A 
smart pick to fill a huge need on this 
team.
BILLS (TRADE):
Sammy Watkins
The Bills trade up with the Browns 
to grab the playmaking receiver from 
Clemson.
OAKLAND:
OLB Khalil Mack
I’m so sorry; Mack, but you’re a 
Raider. A smart pick on Oakland’s 
behalf as he has a lot of talent, but 
Oakland is unforgiving to talented 
players.
ATLANTA:
OT Jake Matthews
There is not a whole lot to say about 
this pick. He fills a hole and has a lot 
of potential.
TAMPA BAY:
WR Mike Evans
After trading away Mike Williams, 
the Bucs look to fill the hole he left 
with Evans.
CLEVELAND (TRADE):
CB Justin Gilbert
A reach here, and a risk, as the 
Browns pass on a QB for Gilbert.
MINNESOTA:
LB Anthony Barr
A player whose stock fell is picked up 
by the Vikings. Not the smartest pick 
due to the need at QB.
DETROIT: 
TE Eric Ebron
A bit of a luxury pick here, Ebron 
should give Stafford another target.
TENNESSEE: 

OT Taylor Lewan
With most of the players that the 
Titans wanted, they opt for a talented 
tackle.
NEW YORK:
WR Odell Beckham Jr.
A lot of people were thinking DL, 
but instead the Giants help out Eli 
Manning with another WR.
ST. LOUIS:
DT Aaron Donald
Donald was a steal at this point and 
will complete an impressive D-Line.
CHICAGO:
CB Kyle Fuller
A big physical CB that fills a huge 
need at CB.
PITTSBURGH:
ILB Ryan Shazier
He plays with a lot of speed, but 
there were other needs that could 
have been filled here.
DALLAS:
OT/OG Zach Martin
Instead of replacing Romo with 
Manziel, they help him out with an 
O-Linemen.
BALTIMORE:
LB CJ Mosley
The Ravens look to replace Ray Lewis 
with this pick. He is the most polished 
LB in this draft.
NEW YORK JETS:
FS Calvin Pryor
He may fill a need, but he was not 
the best safety available.
MIAMI:
OT Ja’Wuan James
Miami needed an OT, but James was 
a major reach in the first round.
NEW ORLEANS (TRADE):
 WR Brandon Cooks
The Saints traded up to get the 
explosive receiver from Oregon.
GREEN BAY: 
FS Ha Ha Clinton Dix
Ha Ha fills a hole on the defense and 
he is a steal at this point.
CLEVELAND (TRADE):
QB Johnny Manziel
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Draft Day
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Former Hoover student, NCAA 
college football champion, former 
NFL quarterback and current ESPN 

analyst Mr. Todd Blackledge has been 
hired as the new head coach of the Hoover 
boys basketball team after the recent 
firing of long time head coach Mr. Randy 
Montgomery.

As many college football fans around 
the area know, Blackledge is an analyst for 
ESPN. Though he will miss some time he 
expects the time to still be run smoothly.  

“At the moment, it looks like I won’t 
miss any games, but I will miss a few 
practices but with the great coaching staff 
assembled the team won’t miss a beat,” 
Blackledge said.

Varsity assistant coach Mr. Tim 
Vandervaart has high expectations on how 
practice will run in Blackledge’s absence.

 “We all talk regularly and are on the 

same page.  Any one of the coaches is 
capable of leading a practice,” he said. 
“There is a good variety and depth of 
coaching knowledge on the staff.”   

Blackledge also has many new 
philosophies he plans on bringing to 
the program, one is how he feels about 
coaching, 

“Coaching is also partially mentoring, 
you don’t always want to get caught up in 
X’s and O’s you can miss out on a players 
true value,” he said. 

Blackledge continued with his stance on 
multi-sport athletes.

“As a three sport athlete in high school, 
it is something I feel strongly about; I want 
my guys to play multiple sports,” he said. 
“In the summer, it can get stressful with 
all the practices, I’m okay with my guys 
missing a bit of time in the summer as long 
as I know I can count on them to be there in 
November and December.” 

Vandervaart, a four-sport athlete at 
Hoover, feels strongly about Blackledge’s 
stance on multi sport athletes. 

“I participated in four sports in high 
school and two in college,” he said. “I am a 
big proponent of multiple sport athletes.  It 
allows them to compete all year long but in 
different ways. It also helps students to not 
get burnt out because they play one sport 
for 10-12 months a year.” 

Blackledge also had spent eight years 
coaching under former coach Montgomery 
and plans to keep some of his ideas 
around. 

“There will be a lot of things that I 
learned while under Montgomery that I 
really liked and plan to implement, in that 
the older guys in the program will know 
but there will also be a significant amount 
of my own ideas I put in.” 

Vandervaart also likes the style 
of basketball Blackledge plans on 

implementing. 
“Coach Blackledge has a philosophy 

of working hard and working together 
in order to make the other team 
uncomfortable,” he said. “If the players 
do this, they will have a better chance 
at early success.”

Blackledge and Vandervaart are 
both Hoover graduates and have 
similar feelings on being back with the 
school. 

“In a lot of ways, it does feel right to 
be back [at Hoover],” Blackledge said. 
“I’ve been committed to North Canton 
for a long time through coaching 
quarterback camps and coaching little 
league. I love basketball and am excited 
to be the had coach of the program.” 

Vandervaart‘s feelings were 
similar.

“I have always been a Hoover 
guy,” he said. “I coached the boys’ 
varsity back in 2009 and the girls the 
past two years.  It is very rewarding to 
be able to give back to the school in 
which you grew up in whether it be the 
boys’ or girls’ program.  I am looking 
forward to working with a new group 
of people.” n

 

Staff Writer
Tyler Corbit
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Blackledge takes over 
Hoover alum named head basketball coach
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Pelini Law 
Firm

Craig G. Pelini

8040 Cleveland Ave. 
North Canton
330-305-6400

cgp@pelini-law.com

www.pelini-law.com

Models Wanted!

Contemporary Visions 
Photography

www.contemporaryvisions.net
519 Eastbury Ave NE

N. Canton, OH
330.966.8622

Located in Acme Plaza

CHINA KING
1464 North Main Street, 
North Canton, OH 44720

Chinese Kitchen

Szechuan, Hunan 
& Catonese Cuisine

Open Hours
Sunday: 12:00noon ~ 10:00pm
Monday: 11:00am ~ 10:00pm
Tuesday: 3:30am ~ 10:00pm

Wed ~ Sat.: 11:00am ~ 10:00pm

Best Food In Town! Eat In or 
Take Out!

tel.: 330-499-3588
FAX: 330-499-3899
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FIFA World Cup 2014
Road to Brazil

In under one month, 32 of the world’s 
top teams will compete to be crowned the 
title of FIFA World Cup Champion, the 
most prestigious honor in soccer.   

Background
The tournament will take place from 

June 12 to July 13 with games played in 
12 cities across Brazil. On March 7, 2003, 
FIFA announced that the tournament would 
be held in South America for the first time 
since 1978. Argentina, Brazil and Columbia 
all originally showed interest in hosting the 
tournament. However, The South American 
Football Confederation (CONMEBOL) 
unanimously voted to adopt Brazil as their 
sole candidate. Once Columbia removed 
their application as a host nation, Brazil 
remained the only candidate. Finally, on 
Oct. 30, 2007 FIFA officially confirmed 
that Brazil would host the event.

Qualification for the tournament began 
on June 15 2011. As the host nation, 
Brazil automatically qualified for the 

tournament whereas the other 203 of the 
208 FIFA national teams participated 
in the qualification stages. From the the 
qualifications, 32 teams earned a spot in the 
World Cup and were divided into groups. 

To establish the groups for tournament, 
the teams were divided into four pots with 
the seven highest-ranked teams joining the 
host nation, Brazil, in the first pot. The goal 
was to create groups which maximized 
geographic separation so the unseeded 
teams were arranged into pots based on 
geographic considerations. The final draw 
for the 2014 World Cup was held at the 
Costa do Sauípe Resort, Mata de São João 
in Bahia on December 6 2013.

In preparation for the tournament, each 
team's squad for the 2014 FIFA World Cup 
will consist of 23 players. Each participating 
national association has to confirm their 
final 23-player squad no later than 10 days 
before the start of the tournament.

In the group stage, the thirty-two teams 
are divided into eight groups of four teams. 
Each group will compete in a round-robin 
of six games, where the teams finishing 
first and second in each group will progress 
to the Round of 16.

Progress of the Game
A huge debate for FIFA has been over 

the implementation of new technologies 
to assist the referees in ensuring fair play. 
However, with no egregious mistakes 
reported to FIFA no new technology was 
implemented for the 2010 World Cup. 
This decision would be questioned after 
England’s Frank Lampard was wrongly 
denied a goal in their Round of 16 tie against 
Germany. After facing harsh criticism FIFA 
President Sepp Blatter decided innovation 
in soccer was necessary.  

"It would be a nonsense not to reopen 
the file on goal-line technology," Blatter 
said.

After successful trials at 2012 Club 
World Cup, 2013 Club World Cup and 2013 
Confederations Cup, FIFA contracted the 
German company GoalControl to become 
the official provider.

In addition to goal-line technology, 

Liz Deeds
Zach Esber
Staff Writers

(above) Maracanã Stadium is located in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. n (right) USA’s Jozy Alditore 
battle for the ball during a Group C match at the 
2010 FIFA World Cup. n

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT AND GOOGLE/FAIR USE



Sports|The Viking Views|37

disadvantages, Klinsmann is still optimistic 
in the US team’s fate. 

''But that's what a World Cup is about. 
It's a real challenge. And we'll take it. We'll 
take it on, and hopefully we're going to 
surprise some people there.'' n

research was conducted into 
vanishing spray. This is a water-based 
spray, which disappears in a minute 
after use would be used to mark the 
ten-yard line for the defending team 
during a free kick and also drawn 
where the ball is to be placed for a 
free-kick.Trials at the 2013 FIFA 
U-20 World Cup, 2013 FIFA U-17 
World Cup and 2013 FIFA Club 
World Cup, were successful so FIFA 
approved the vanishing spray to be 
used by the referees for the first time 
at a World Cup Finals.

"Everyone has been convinced 
by the tools and we're similarly 
impressed,” Blatter said. “Goal-line 
technology and vanishing spray will 
be used at the FIFA World Cup in 
Brazil next year."
United States

With an early knockout in the 
round of 16 back in the 2010 World 
Cup, the US team decided to overhaul 
the organization to develop a winning 
team. The first step was hiring Jurgen 
Klinsmann to coach the men’s national team 
in 2011. A former World Cup Champion 
himself, Klinsmann left his native country 
of Germany to become the men’s national 
team head coach. Klinsmann’s efforts will 
truly be tested in their first game on June 
16. 

However, once high hopes for the 

US team claiming the championship are 
slowly dwindling. A major problem for 
Klinsmann’s team is the travel schedule 
they received in the random draw. The 
team will have to travel close to 9,000 
miles throughout Brazil, including a game 
in Manaus located deep in the Amazon 
jungle.

“We hit the worst of the worst,’’ 
Klinsmann said. “There will be some 

problems from an organizational 
standpoint. The past few 
days, everyone was saying, 
`Anywhere but Manaus.’ Well, 
we got Manaus. No excuses, but 
obviously, a tough one.’’

As if the schedule for the 
team was not bad enough, the 
US was placed in one of the so 
called “groups of death”. In the 
group stage, the US will have 
to face Germany, Portugal and 
Ghana, three of the best teams 
in the world.

''I kind of had in my stomach 
that we were going to get 
Germany,'' Klinsmann said. 
''Obviously it's one of the most 
difficult groups in the whole 
draw, having Portugal with 
Cristiano Ronaldo and then 
Ghana, who has a history with 
the United States. It couldn't 
get any more difficult or any 
bigger.”

Even with these 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT AND GOOGLE/FAIR USE



High school athletes are lucky to be part of a team that earns one state title in 
a high school career, but for senior Kaitlyn Eckelberry, she has seen three 
and is striving for one more. 

Beginning at a very young age, Kaitlyn’s dad put her in T-ball with her sister Kristi. 
The journey from there has not only been full of great experiences for Eckelberry, 
but has taught her a lot in the meantime. “Softball has taught me that hard work 
does pay off in allowing me to achieve my goals,” Eckelberry said. One of these 
goals was accomplished this past year when she signed with Gannon University 
in Pennsylvania to continue her softball career. She was also accepted to a five 
year physician’s assistant program. Eckelberry’s teammate and close friend, Tara 
Thacker, commented on her drive for success on and off the field. “Kaitlyn and 
I have played together since elementary school, and I have never seen her give 
anything less than 100 percent. She is also always filled with energy and can 
brighten anyone’s day.” Eckelberry commented on her favorite memory out of her 
four years of being a viking. “My favorite memory was celebrating after the final 
out of our state final game, it was amazing.” n

Hoover Hot Shots
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Nathan Hinderer

Softball

Track and Field
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Hard work and dedication is just a small part to being a member 
of Hoover’s shot and discus team for Senior Nathan Hinderer. Al-
though it takes up a lot of time with practices everyday, track meets 

that usually lasts two hours, and lifting all the time Hinderer enjoys it. “I 
like it because it is more relaxed than football, but it is still competitive, I 
don’t have to worry if I am going to play on Friday nights” he said.
Math teacher Mr. Burwell is Hinderers biggest supporter.
 Burwell says ,“Nathan is a positive influence on the team. He leads by 
example and is a vocal leader when he needs to be.” He also added that he 
is of high character and when that happens it influences the other kids to 
want to succeed. Hinderer hasn’t always been involved in track and field 
however; Hinderer first started doing track and field in eighth grade and 
then his sophomore year he decided to do track and field again because he 
knew he was not going to make the baseball team. He figured he should do 
something in the spring. Hinderer said he is close with his team and loves 
hanging out with them outside of track and field.
“My favorite memory I have made on the team is just always hanging out 
with the guys on the throwing team” he said. n

Kaitlyn Eckelberry
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Story by Danielle Huff n Photo by Macie Moneypenny

Story by Natalee Henderson n Photo by Missy Johnson
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Sports 
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Promposals 

Hoover Captured

Senior Miguel Goncalves asked his girlfriend, senior Jessica 
French, to using a hot-air balloon and a sign asking, “Come 
away with me to prom?” (top left) n Junior James Oaks asked 
friend, Lindsay Griffing to prom by making a name tag for her 
dog asking, “Will you go to prom with James?” He even threw in 
Bruno Mars tickets! (top right) n Junior Jordan Geckler had to 
fill in the blanks on her promposal poster using rubber ducks to 
spell out “prom” and the name of her date, junior Trent Thomas. 
(center) n Senior Brendon Boxler asked senior Haley Davis 
using a lacrosse stick and lacrosse balls, the sport they both 
play. (bottom left) n Senior Brent Cornell asked senior Kylie 
Shambaugh to prom using a “high school timeline”. The friends 
went to freshman homecoming together and are ending high 
school on a similar note: spending their senior prom together. 
(bottom right) n
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