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Letter from the 
editors
As the school year begins to come to a close which, for us Ohioans, means 

weather slightly warmer than the normal arctic winter, we are reminded of 
our childhood and summers spent with friends. From loving Nickelodeon as 

a kid to catching Senioritis as the soon-to-be-graduating class in high school, our 
generation has one thing in common; a few striking misconceptions that the world 
has placed on our teenaged backs, as talked about in the in-depth starting on page 
18.

From relationships to our work ethic (or lack thereof) our parents, among 
others, seem keen on throwing us under the bus for the few things we have been 
persecuted for. While it may be annoying to be constantly accused of acting in a way 
that we do not or doing something that we don’t, instead of fighting back against 
those that accuse us, try setting an example for those around you that fit into this 
preconceived norm. Be the exception to the misconception, and prove that our 
generation can do amazing things.

Although as a generation we’ve experienced some amazing things, this issue The 
Viking Views has also gotten a taste of the sorrow that comes with writing a story 
about a tragedy we’ve all recently become aware of. On page 6/7 you’ll find a story 
covering the tragic school shooting at Chardon High School that affected so many 
families. While you read, remember to be thankful for your family and friends, and 
all that you’ve been given in your life. 

As you finish reading, be sure to check out pages 34/35 for a look at some of 
the players and coaches of the upcoming Powder Puff football game. Make sure to 
root for the girls of your grade and wish them luck on their game. Remember that 
summer is just around the corner,. and that after just a couple more months of 
effort, you’ll be rewarded with a three month long break full of beautiful weather 
and many friends. Don’t forget to spend as much time as you can with the seniors as 
they prepare to leave for college, and make sure to have some fun in your remaining 
months of school
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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspa-

per produced 9 times a year to approximately 
1,900 students and staff, as well as members of 
the community. As student editors make content 
decisions independently of the school’s staff 
and administration, the paper is considered a 
forum for student opinion. It is therefore exempt 
from prior review or restraint in both principle 
and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and en-
couraged. Letters must be signed, but, upon 
request, they may be published anonymously 
at the discretion of the staff. The Viking Views 
reserves the right to edit letters for space and 
content in order to maintain the paper’s high 
standards against obscenity, libelous mate-

rial, and personal attacks. Letters that exhibit a 
blatant disregard for such standards will not be 
considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of 
a majority of the editorial board. No one indi-
vidual may be held responsible for the opinions 
expressed therein. Signed editorials and col-
umns reflect the opinion of the writer and not 
The Viking Views, adviser or school. The Viking 
Views takes all measures possible to make a 
clear distinction between fact and opinion in all 
news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views 
will print retractions as they are brought to the 
attention of the staff.          

 -The Editors
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AROUND THE WORLD         

Banda Aceh, Indonesia
After panicking and evacu-

ating to higher ground 
citizens cry a sigh of relief 

as two strong earthquakes 
were not followed by a 

tsunami.

Los Angeles, California
The Miss Universe orga-
nization made an official 
announcement allowing 
transgender contestants 
to compete after many 
years of banning transgen-
der participation.

Pyongyang, North Korea
Korean government has a 

ready to launch satellite but 
not only does it break U.N. 

sanctions but rumors of 
disguised nuclear test have 

countries on edge.

Beirut, Syria
After 1,000 being killed 
Syrian government finally 
agrees to the United Na-
tions peace-keeping plan 
and deadline to halt mili-
tary action.

APRIL 2012
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05PATRON 
SUBSCRIBERS

The Barbush Family
The Baxter Family
Dr. Charles E. Belles, 
Optometrist
Belmont Business Systems
and The Crofford Family
Drs. Rhonda and Andrea 
Company, DDS
Chris and Lee Ann Devore
Forever Memories Custom
Quilts
Dr. Gary L. Giammarco, DDS
Jordan D. Greenwald
Mike and Sherry Huth
Key Investment Services LLC, 
Peggy Yoos, Financial Advi-
sor
Kumon Math & Reading 
Center of North Canton
Law Offices of Sandra L. 
Merrill
The Livick Family
North Canton Veterinary 
Clinic
Dr. Ted A. Rath, Optometrist
The Swope Family - Troy,
Deshaun, Nick and Lucas

OHIO NEWS

LaGrange, Ohio
A local man plead guilty to sneaking 
into homes and stealing over 60 
pairs of women’s underwear from 
young girls.

Columbus, Ohio
Ohio Senate puts a pause 

on passing the law banning 
texting while driving.

Eastlake, Ohio
A driving instructor is faced OVI 

charges after drinking on the job 
and driving with a student while 

under the influence.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT
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From the Columbine massacre in 1999 to the Chardon High School tragedy Feb. 27, 
a feeling of  vulnerability is left in the wake of school shootings. Schools depend on 
security to keep threats from becoming tragedies, but sometimes they’re caught off 
guard. While the nation mourns, districts look toward

KEEPING

Katie Livick n Staff Writer

SchoolS
SAFE
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07Tuesday, Feb. 27 seemed like any 
other day as the Chardon High 
School students prepared for class; 

however, those students would soon realize 
it would forever change their lives. 

According to an article in “The 
[Cleveland] Plain Dealer,” a student reported 
that a boy “stood up and started shooting — 
and then it was chaos.” Afterward, students 
flooded into classrooms and were put on 
lockdown for their safety. People from all 
over the state, including North Canton, 
were shocked to discover that something 
so tragic could occur so close to home. 

Principal Mr. Tony Pallija said his 
reaction to the recent incident at Chardon 
was that it was heartbreaking, but 
unfortunately not surprising.

“People can bring guns everywhere: in 
a car, in a coat pocket, stuck in a locker, 
anywhere,” he said. “Suddenly the school 
structure collapses, and what should be a 
place for academics becomes a place where 
safety is now of foremost importance.”

Junior Mary LePage agreed and said 
she heard kids in school discussing the 
shooting.

“I found out about the shooting when I 
got to 12th period, and a few students were 
talking about it,” she said. “It was kind 
of scary and very surprising, especially 
hearing that it was here in Ohio.”

Over the course of the next 72 hours, the 
tragedy continued to unfold as three of the 
five victims succumbed to their injuries.

“We are shocked by this senseless 
tragedy,” the parents of victim Daniel 
Parmertor said in a statement in “The Plain 
Dealer.” “Danny was a bright young boy 
who had a bright future ahead of him. The 
family is torn by this loss.”

Pallija said he hopes the precautions the 
administration takes can prevent such a 
tragedy at Hoover.

“[Students] know there are security 
cameras, the fire chief or police chief 
is here at all times, administrators have 
walkie-talkies, and Mr. Cooksey is always 
patrolling the school,” he said. “Safety is 
always first.”

A familiar face students may have seen 
in the halls of Hoover is that of Resource 
Officer James Harnack. He said his job is 
to be aware and ready for any type of threat 
to the school and its students.

“We’ve increased the presence of the 
School Resource Officer (SRO),” he said. 
“I’m here for students questions about laws, 
to inform them through presentations on 
law, and their concerns for safety. There’s 

a cooperation between the SRO’s, police 
department, and administration to ensure 
the prevention of events like shootings, 
and if things do go bad, we cooperate to 
execute the plan.”

Sophomore Alex Lammlein said 
although people can have plans set, events 
like shootings are random and cannot truly 
be prepared for.

“If something similar would’ve 
happened at Hoover, I don’t know what 
would have occurred differently [than at 
Chardon],” he said. “It’s an unpredictable 
event.”

LePage said she seems to try to ignore 
the idea that something similar could 
happen at Hoover.

“It is concerning that this could happen 
at Hoover but at the same time I have that 

‘it could never happen to us’ attitude,” 
she said. “Even though I know that’s not 
realistic, I kind of just tried not to think 
about it.”

Pallija said media seems to make 
happenings like the Chardon shooting 
much more up front.

“I hope incidents like these aren’t 
becoming more prevalent, but I do know 
that media and the speed of media has 
brought issues like these to the forefront 
with smartphones, iPods [and] laptops — 
where instant access is in the palm of your 
hands,” he said. “It stays alive so much 
longer, and it’s so much harder to drop it 
and get back to tomorrow.”

LePage agreed and said that it was an 
important event that affected everyone in 
a drastic way, which meant a lot of media 
coverage.

“People’s lives were lost while they 
were in school: a place in which we usually 
think is safe — and that’s a scary thing,” 
she said. “Not everyone would probably be 
willing to open up but I think it is ethical 
for those involved to share if they would 
like to.”

While every tragedy is shocking, 
Lammlein said occurrences like that in 
Chardon seem to become more common as 
the years pass, especially since the shooting 

at Columbine High School in 1999.
“For instance: the day after the Chardon 

shooting, there was a bomb threat at Green 
High School,” he said. “We live in an age 
where a bully can follow you anywhere, 
whether they are physically present or 
making comments over social networks 
like Facebook and Twitter. Some bullies 
take it too far and the victim decides to 
react in a radical way.”

Harnack said that his job came about 
because of those radical decisions at 
Columbine, Virginia Tech, and now 
Chardon.

“Somebody knew ahead of time through 
social media, a conversation with the soon-
to-be shooter, or just through the grape 
vine,” he said. “They didn’t alert anyone, 
and then they were caught off guard because 

a plan became an action.”
While the Chardon community continues 

to heal, Lammlein said its students, teachers 
and administrators should know that people 
care and are praying for them as they learn 
that life goes on. 

“Sometimes there are roadblocks in life, 
but that doesn’t mean that you just stand 
there and give up,” he said. “It means that 
you find a way to overcome these obstacles 
and get on with life.”

Pallija said even though this event was 
tragic, there is no way to change the past.

“Take time to heal, mend, and try to move 
forward,” he said. “There’s nothing you can 
do about the past, only the future.”n

“Sometimes there are roadblocks in life, but that 
doesn’t mean that you just stand there and give 
up.”

—Alex Lammlein

If you have school safety   
concerns, don’t waIt. contact
North Canton Police Department 
(330)-499-5911
SRO Harnack Cell Phone
(330)-904-7031
School Resource Officers’ e-mails
jharnack@northcantonpolice.org
mrahde@northcantonpolice.org
rmanse@northcantonpolice.org
or go to the “School Safety Hotline” 
icon on northcantoncityschools.org



08
Rep. Jim Renacci gives students an inside look on politics
Mara Nickel
Staff Writer

Congressman visits Hoover

One can watch the news on FOX, 
MSNBC or CNN to learn about 
updates or conflicts in the U.S. 

government, but Hoover students had the 
opportunity to hear it straight from the 
source. 

On April 3, Hoover welcomed the con-
gressman from Ohio’s 16th Congressional 
District, Mr. Jim Renacci, to Hoover Hall. 
Renacci was part of the large Republican 
sweep of Congress last November, defeat-
ing Democrat John Boccieri, who had pre-
viously served one-term. 

Renacci’s visit was facilitated by junior 
Sarah Matthews’ mother, who is also junior 
Kylee Smith’s aunt, an employee at Ren-
acci’s local firm in Belden. AP Government 
teacher Mr. Glenn Cummings said he was 
excited to have Renacci here at Hoover, as 
he is only the second congressman to visit 
the high school. 

“That was a big connection and she was 
very helpful in getting [Renacci] here,” he 
said. 

Cummings said it was im-
portant for his students to see 
him speak, since learning can 
only go so far in the classroom. 

“I can teach theoretically: 
how I believe [government] is 
from what I learned and have 
read, but this was a great first-
hand experience,” he said. 

Renacci started his speech explaining 
how he became a politician and what role 
he plays in Congress. Renacci was born 
just outside of Pittsburgh, PA in a town 
where many worked in the steel industry 
rather than getting a college degree. He was 
the first of his family to attend college and 
earned a degree in business administration. 
After moving to Ohio, he became a busi-
nessman, owning and forming many suc-
cessful companies. During the recession, 
though, some of his companies struggled 
and did not receive the government bail-out, 
forcing them to shut down. This prompted 
him to run for House of Representative and 
change the direction of the economy. 

While working in the business world, 
Renacci has also been dedicated to com-

munity service, serving as 
the mayor and president 
of city council in Wads-
worth and as a volunteer 
firefighter.

“As your life moves 
forward, you have to give 
back,” Renacci said. 

Renacci went on to ex-
plain the dynamics of the 
House of Representatives 
and how overrun it is with 
the political differences 
between the representa-
tives. He claimed that he 
takes does not take part in 
the political side and only 
talks about improvements 
and change.

“I was surprised how 
much he emphasized he 
was not a politician,” 
Cummings said. 

Renacci also talked 
about the lack of profes-
sionalism he sees in the House. 

“I was really surprised when Renacci 
said none of the other congressmen made 
it to a meeting until nearly 30 minutes after 
it was supposed to start,” senior Todd Bea-
vers said. 

Renacci explained the role of the media 
in government, sharing that the information 
presented is not always accurate.

“A half-truth is a whole lie,” he said. 
After his short presentation, he opened 

the room for questions. Many students 
asked about generic topics, such as the roles 
and atmosphere of Congress, while others 
asked more politically-weighted questions. 
One of those questions was directed toward 
Renacci’s opinion of taxing the wealthy. 
Renacci said “the top 50 percent pays 97 
percent of all taxes” and does not believe 

they should be additionally taxed on top of 
that. 

Beavers disagreed and believes 
the wealthy should be willing to 
pay more taxes to give back to  the 
Americans who helped bring them 
to success. 

“I don’t think anybody in this 
country got rich on their own,” 
Beavers said. “Sure, you made a 
successful company but you had 
workers who were educated in 

public schools. You transported your goods 
on roads the rest of us paid for. You didn’t 
have to fear people coming in and seiz-
ing all your goods because we have police 
force. I’m glad Mr. Renacci is successful. 
He should keep a big hunk of his money. 
But I believe that part of the social contract 
is to take a hunk and pay it forward to the 
next generation of innovators.”

The visit from Renacci gave many stu-
dents a different perspective on govern-
ment and politicians. Cummings said his 
students were impressed with Renacci’s 
character. 

“They respected him very much and 
thought he was very respectful to them,” he 
said. “It allowed them to understand how a 
congressman should behave.” n

“As your life moves forward, you 
have to give back.”

- Jim Renacci
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09Many students have graced the halls of Hoover (formally North Canton High School) 
over the years. They graduate and move on. While NCCS alumni  return to their roots 
from time to time, there are special individuals, like Mr. Earl Stockert, who embody 
being a Viking forever

Story by Kirsty Malloy
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n Mr. Earl Stockert, from a 2004 photo, signs in at the security 
desk at Hoover. Stockert routinely walked the track every day.

Many people knew Mr. Earl L. 
Stockert as the gentleman who 
walked the track here at Hoover. 

However, very few people understood just 
how much he did for the entire North Can-
ton city school district. On March 5, age 
85, Earl Stockert passed away in his home. 

S t o c k e r t 
devoted his 
life to North 
Canton and 
to all of the 
people who 
live here. 
Not only did 
he live in the 
town his en-
tire life, Stockert himself graduated from 
Hoover High School (formally known as 
North Canton High School) with the class 
of ’44. Being a Hoover graduate, Stockert 
truly proved what it meant to be a Viking 
for life. 

According to Stockert’s obituary on 
reedfuneralhome.com, after graduating  
from high school, he earned a business de-
gree from Canton Actual Business College. 
He then embarked upon a 46-year career at 
the Hoover Company. 

Alongside his career, Stockert was 
known to be an enthusiastic hiker and 
was very active within the Akron Metro 
Park’s Hiking Club. Furthermore, Stockert 
was a member of the Zion United Church 
of Christ located on South Main Street in 
North Canton. 

Everyday, Stockert signed in at the secu-
rity desk before tackling his mile a day on 
Hoover’s walking track. While working as 
an aide at the security desk, junior Morgan 
Spangler became one of the few Hoover 
students to truly know Stockert. 

“Hoover was everything to him,” she 
said. “He came to everything: the plays, 
the choir concerts, the band concerts, and 
as many sporting events as possible.”

Furthermore, Spangler believed that 
Stockert had many admirable traits.  

“He had a really good sense of humor, 
and he was so friendly,” she said. “He was 
such a strong person, and nobody really 
knew that about him.”

Stockert was an unsung hero of North 
Canton. While he did so much for his com-
munity, he never expected any credit in 

return, nor 
r e c e i v e d 
any form 
of recog-
nition. The 
p a s s i o n 
that drove 
S t o c k e r t 
was just 
his love  

for North Canton and the pride he 
took in where he lived. Hoover 
monitor and security desk man-
ager, Mrs. Laura Milano expe-
rienced Stockert’s love for his 
town. 

“Earl was so endearing,” she 
said. “We would always talk 
about the community and what 
was happening; he always knew 
what was going on!” 

Fellow high school classmate 
and friend, Doctor Jim Yonally, 
believed Stockert was a man of 
his word. 

“Earl was always very accu-
rate,” he said. “I believed that his 
best quality was that he would 
always follow through on all that 
he committed to.” 

Amazingly, Stockert’s support 
for our schools did not stop when 
he left the bleachers. Stockert was  
a known member of the North 
Canton Sideliners organization, 
which provides monetary dona-
tions for the surrounding school 
district. 

President of Sideliners, Mr. 
David Greek, remembers how 
supportive Stockert was of 

Hoover through the organization. 
“Earl was one the very first members of 

the club, and it has been going on for over 
50 years now,” he said. “Earl has been very 
active within the organization, he went to 
almost every meeting!”

It is clear to see that all knew him will 
remember Stockert’s selfless generosity 
and hard work. Yonally agreed. 

“I think that his dedication to young 
people and their education should be re-
membered,” he said. “He had no children, 
yet he attended many, many functions at the 
school along with both Walsh and Malone 
University. For a man without children, 
he really showed how he cared about the 
young people in this town.” n 

“He was a really strong person, 
but nobody really knew that 

about him.”
 - Morgan Spangler 
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Students react to Kony 2012

There has been much talk lately about 
Joseph Kony and what he has been 
doing for 26 years now. A few weeks 

ago, people were posting their opinions  on 
Twitter and Facebook about Kony 2012. 
Joseph Kony is head of the Lord’s 
Resistance Movement (otherwise 
known as the LRA) in Uganda, 
which+ brainwashes children to 
often kill their parents or siblings. 

The girls are used for sex 
slaves for his officers. Kony and 
his companions (the LRA) has abducted 
more than 30,000 children in northern 
Uganda. For more information, go to www.
invisiblechildren.com.

Junior Kati Reolfi was in utter disbelief 
when first hearing about this on Twitter.

“My first reaction when I was watching 
the video was shock and horror,” she said. 
“How could anyone let these terrible things 
happen to kids? Why hadn’t we heard about 
this sooner?”

Kony2012.com said to help more 
people around the world hear about Kony, a 

program called Invisible Children is trying 
to help stop the cause, by making Kony 
famous, not for celebrating him, but for 
raising awareness. 

“Invisible Children’s Kony 2012 
campaign aims to make Joseph Kony 
famous, not to celebrate him, but to raise 

support for his arrest and set a precedent 
for international justice. In this case, 
notoriety translates public support. If 
people know about the crimes that Kony 
has been committing for 26 years, they 
will unite to stop him.”

To “kill two birds with one stone,” if 
the United States can be successful with 
finding Kony, other criminals could be 
stopped as well.

“Secondly, if we want Kony to be famous 
so that when he is stopped, he will be a 
visible, concrete example of international 

Adrienne Devore
Staff Writer

justice. Then other war criminals will 
know that their mass atrocities will not go 
unnoticed or unpunished.”

According to Kony2012.com, by April 
20th, Joseph Kony will be famous.

“On April 20th, we will take the next 
step in the global movement to finally 

bring an end to LRA atrocities,” said 
Kony2012.com. “We will move the 
conversation from the digital to the 
physical world, where this conflict 
is happening, and where real change 
can be made. We will earn the 
right to be heard by our national 

and global leaders by serving our local 
communities. And above all, we will prove 
that our liberty is bound together.”

Reolfi believes that anything is possible, 
although stopping something like this will 
not be easy.

“If the world would unite for a single 
cause, I believe there’s no limit to what 
we could do,” she said. “It’s going to take 
more than Facebook status’ and retweets, 
but that’s just the beginning of a movement 
to raise awareness, which could eventually 
lead to stopping Kony.” n

Going barefoot for a cause
Katie Livick
Staff Writer

“If the world would unite for a single 
cause, I believe there’s no limit to what 

we could do...”  
— Kati Reolfi

Every day, children all over the 
world live without shoes. They 
walk everywhere on their bare feet: 

across rocks, broken glass, and many types 
of rough terrain. But, these children can 
have hope because of a company called 
TOMS, whose “One for One” campaign 
donates a pair of shoes to needy children 
for each pair bought by people all over the 
world. 

TOMS also holds an annual “Day 
Without Shoes” event in which people 
everywhere literally go one day without 
shoes in order to experience what it is like 
for those children.

According to the TOMS website, the 
awareness of the “One Day Without Shoes” 
event last year was substantial, and they 
hope there will be even more awareness 
this year.

“Last year, people went without shoes 
at over 1,000 events in over 25 countries 
around the globe.”

Senior Melissa Bentler participated in 
the event last year and said she thinks the 
event may not be changing the world quite 
yet, but it is definitely beginning to raise 
awareness.

“I think the most important element 
in these types of events is to get as many 
people involved as possible,” she said. “If 
more people participate, the event has a 
greater impact and effect on society. Events 
like these do have the potential to accelerate 
awareness.”

According to the TOMS One Day 
Without Shoes website specifically created 
for the event, the impact shoes have on a 
child’s life is critical: “millions of children 
live without proper footwear, exposing 
them to injury and disease every day.”

Bentler said participating in the event 

made her feel good about helping bring 
attention to the cause.

“It felt good to help raise awareness,” she 
said. “It didn’t really feel like a volunteer 
type of activity though, it was more just 
something small that I could do to have fun 
and raise awareness at the same time.”

According to the TOMS website, having 
shoes also prevents children from getting 
infected by diseases that can enter injuries 
in the foot. Not having shoes also inhibits 
children from going to school (having 
shoes is mandatory to attend school), 
which means their hopes for an education 
are diminished.

Bentler said she enjoyed participating 
for lighter reasons as well.

“I don’t really like wearing shoes so 
that was the main reason that I decided to 
participate, I thought that it would be fun 
and I plan on doing it again this year,” she 
said. “... If my teachers allow it.” n

10
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loved the feeling of accomplishment I had 
when I had finally completed the dress”

Sophomore Jordan Manse also sews her 
own clothing, including her 2011 home-
coming dress made of silk and fringe.

“Sewing my own clothing means that 
I have 100 percent my own stuff, my own 
style,” Manse said, “I love having the abil-
ity to create some idea in my head.”

Although sewing has many benefits, it 
can be difficult.

“It’s not for everyone, you have to have 
patience, creativity and a real reason to 
learn, but it’s always nice knowing I can 
change a certain garment for when I want to 
wear it or just sew an entirely new piece,” 
said Manse.

 “It is very frustrating at times, especial-
ly when I spend a lot  of time working on a 
piece, that does not turn out exactly how I 
had pictured it in my head,” Staples’ said. 
“A disadvantage of making clothing is how 
time consuming it is” Manse said, “Certain 
pieces can take an extremely long amount 
of time and an immense amount of detail.”

Despite these set backs these girl contin-
ue to make clothing for their own, unique, 

styles.
“I prefer 

making cloth-
ing that are well 
tailored, have 
clean lines and 
a bold pattern,” 
Staples’ said.  “I 
usually like to 
hem pants that 
I buy because 
I am short and 
I like an exact 
fit.”

Manse on the 
other hand has a 
completely dif-
ferent style than 
Staples’.

“I love the 
1950’s pinup 
era,” Manse 
said, “I make 
high rise pants 
and shorts con-
stantly that are 

While most students here at 
Hoover High School may travel 
to Forever 21, Target or Hol-

lister to buy a simple pair of shorts, some 
other students choose to take a very differ-
ent approach.  

Designing and sewing a person’s own 
clothes is an increasing trend among Amer-
icans due to its availability, affordability 
and the chance to have a completely unique 
garment. 

Senior Morgan Staples learned to sew 
about two years ago with the help of her 
great aunt. 

“I started learning about two years ago 
because I felt that I should learn to make 
my designs come to life,” Staples’ said. “I 
love it because I can make an image in my 
head become real.”

Staples’ enjoys making different cloth-
ing for women who have a hard time find-
ing garments that fit right.  She also enjoys 
making dresses for special occasions.

“I made my friend, McKenzie Yerrick’s, 
prom dress last year” Staples’ said. “I really 

A style all their own
Hoover students create, design wardrobe

Carly Preston
Staff Writer

11

inspired by this 
time period.”

Staples’ and 
Manse use a 
variety of dif-
ferent patterns, 
from cotton to 
silk, but both 
mainly use 
polyester.

“I use what-
ever I can find 
at Joann Fab-
rics, but poly-
ester is very 
cheap which 
is a huge ben-
efit,” Staples’ 
said.

Both girls create a variety of different 
pieces with their skills.

“I sew shorts, trouser, dresses, purses 
vests, and anything else I want to learn how 
to make,” Manse said,

Although busy with school Manse still 
continues to create new pieces today.

 “I am currently working on a few dif-
ferent pieces of shorts, pants, dresses and 
a vest,” Manse said. “I have all of these 
different ideas in my head, I just have to 
create them.”

Manse is still unsure if the future ahead 
will contain a career in sewing, but Staples’ 
will be majoring in Fashion Merchandising 
at The Fashion Institute of Technology in 
the fall.  She hopes to continue sewing as 
a hobby. 

Although sewing may take the neces-
sary time and skill to learn, both girls agree 
it is a very important skill to posses. 

“People should learn to sew because 
you can take matters into your own hands 
when you buy clothes that need adjusting,” 
Staples’ said.

“Sewing is lot of fun to be able to show 
off your own style of something you cre-
ated,” Manse said.n

n(bottom left) Sophomore Jordan Manse (second 
from left) wearing the dress she made for 2011 home-
coming. PHOTO COURTESY OF JORDAN MANSE. n(top 
right) A sketched design drawn by senior Morgan   
Staples. PHOTO COURTESY OF MORGAN STAPLES.
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Guide to AP Exams

The day of:
After getting a good nights sleep I think a good breakfast is also  crucial. There is nothing worse to me than 
sitting in the middle of an exam and having you stomach start growling. Not only is it super embarrassing but 
it also is distracting. Secondly DON’T STRESS OUT! I find that the more I worry and freak myself out the less 
prepared I feel. Be confident in yourself, if you studied the material you were given there is nothing else you 
can do to prepare and to be honest by the morning of the exam if you don’t know the material your not going 
to know it for the test so just relax and do the best you can.

features.The Viking Views

With AP exams just around the corner, now is the time that students 
and teachers really begin to study and prepare for the exams. While I 
am certainly not an expert on AP classes or tests, I have compiled a list 
of ways for you to prepare leading up to your exams that will hopefully 
help everyone do a little bit better.  - Commentary by Jenn Shaw

The night before:
I am a firm believer that the best thing you can do the night before an exam is get a good night’s sleep. Don’t 
stay up until two a.m. watching television because you don’t want to be tired in the morning when you’re 
taking the exam. Also, don’t try to cram all the information into your head the night before. Chances are you 
won’t remember much of the information and it will only stress you out more; believe me, I know this from 
experience.

A few days before:
A couple of days before my exams I like to go through and figure out exactly what information I don’t know 
and spend the most time focusing on that. I also like to take practice tests online or out of exam review books. 
These can be really good for helping figure out what you don’t know. In addition to taking these tests, reading 
the explanations for multiple choice answers can also be beneficial.

A few weeks before:
One of the things I find to be the most helpful is getting organized. I like to take the time to sit down for a few 
hours and take out all my notes and work sheets and separate them by chapter or section. This makes studying 
much easier and then you can more easily focus on the difficult information. For me, this is also a good time to 
find an exam review book; I have found that Barron’s and Cliffs Notes tend to be the most helpful.
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Forever Memories
Call Sherri Saltis    330.327.4788

Custom-designed individual memory 
quilts and keepsake quilts will provide a 
cherished remembrance. Call to set up a 

personal consultation TODAY!
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COOKSEY

“...[Cooksey] is a part 
of this school.” 

- Tony Pallija 

Story by: Madeline Tauscher n Photos by: Jenna Romell

Ever wonder who the man in the 
white truck is, or the man who is 
there to tackle a student when there 

is a fight? There is primarily one person to 
whom it can be, and it is the one and only, 
Hoover High School’s security officer, Mr. 
Kim Cooksey.  

Cooksey, who has been a security 
officer at Hoover for the past five years, 
said that working at Hoover has been very 
enjoyable.

“I really enjoy working with 
Hoover,” he said. “I went to North 
Canton City Schools myself. I mean, 
we are second to none. I really enjoy 
being here and being able to enjoy 
the staff, students and everyone.”

To some, Cooksey appears to 
be a man of mystery, yet to others, 
Cooksey is a friendly face and a 
warm smile to greet a new day.

Senior Ryan Sarbaugh, who has known 
Cooksey since Sarbaugh was in fifth grade, 
said that Cooksey is a great guy.

“Every time you see him in the halls, he 
always smiles at you, but only if he isn’t 
chasing anyone,” Sarbaugh said.

Cooksey often befriends multiple 
students, along with fellow educators, such 
as History teacher, Mr. Dave Burtscher.

Cooksey and Burtscher have been 
friends for close to twenty-two years, 
becoming acquainted with each other while 
both on vacation at Daytona Beach. Since 
then, their friendship has grown.

“He is a great friend,” Burtscher said. 
“Being able to have the chance to work 
together in the same building with him is 
sort of special.”

Having all the admiration from fellow 

students and staff members is very touching 
to Cooksey.

“With the position I am in, I find it very 
humble that they care for me,” Cooksey 
said. “I care for the kids inside and outside 
of school, along with their extracurricular 
activities.”

Often times, Cooksey can be found at 
multiple student events, such as the football 
games, even to the musical productions. 
Most times, his motivation to attend these 

events comes from the students.
“If students ask me to come to a 

performance in a sport or a play, I always 
try to be there to attend them,” Cooksey 
said. “If they can think enough of me to ask 
me to come watch them, I will be there to 
help support them.”

While Cooksey does spend a great 
amount of time at Hoover, his life outside 
of Hoover requires just as much attention.  
Outside of school, Cooksey may be doing 
such events as golfing or fishing on his farm 
pond, or even participating in the Senior 
Olympics. 

“When I was recreational director [when 
I worked for the city of North Canton], 
I interacted with many senior citizens,” 
Cooksey said. “I really enjoyed and admired 
the senior citizens. One year, I volunteered 

[to work for the Senior Olympics] in about 
the mid-80s. I became very impressed at 
how disciplined and competitive the senior 
citizens are, and how they can still compete 
in all of their events. I always hoped my 
body would hold up so that I could compete 
with them, when I became eligible to.” 

Being so dedicated to participate as an 
active member in the community always 
has beneficial rewards, not only to Cooksey, 
but also to what views others have of him.

Some of those views are shared by 
Principal Mr. Tony Pallija.

Pallija said it is normally hard 
to find someone who is enthusiastic 
enough to do the job that he does.

“It’s people who love kids and who 
love Hoover,” Pallija said. “There 
are some people who have come to 
Hoover, but never want to come back, 
and it’s a shame. Yet Cooksey attended 

Hoover, and he is a part of this school.”
For all Cooksey does for this school, it 

would be difficult to envision a day without 
him. Burtscher said that a day without out 
Cooksey at Hoover would be a lot harder.

“There would be a lot more difficulties 
around the school if Cooksey were not 
here,” Burtscher said.

Sarbaugh agrees.
“I don’t think Hoover would survive 

without Cooksey,” he said. 
Pallija said Cooksey plays an important 
but special role in the daily activities at 
Hoover. 
“We would survive, but it would not be the 
same without him,” Pallija said. “[Cooksey] 
gives Hoover the extra 110 percent it needs 
to maintain its excellence. Cooksey is that 
10 percent.” n
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Books We Love College Search

University of Chicago:
n Located in Chicago, Illinois.
n The University of Chicago is a private institution founded in 
1892.
n In the 2012 edition of Best Colleges is National Universities, 
it was ranked fifth.
n For the 2011-12 school year, it reported a tuition of about 
$42,783 and $12,633 for room and board.
n University of Chicago is extremely selevtive of the students it 
accepts, with an overall acceptance rate of 18.8 percent.
n The average ACT score is between a 27-31.
n The average high school GPA is a 4.2.
n For undergraduates, UC offers 50 majors and 28 minors.
n Most popular majors include: Biology/Biological Sciences, 
Economics, Political Science and Government.
n In 2011, the total enrollment was 5,238 students.
n 87 percent of students graduate within four years.
n The University of Chicago competes in the NCAA’s Division III 
as part of the University Athletic Association (UAA).
n They were originally founding members of the Big Ten 
Conference, but chose to withdraw from the conference and 
place less emphasis on school athletics.
n Greek life is not too big at UC; there are 14 fraternities and 
nine sororities. 
n About 8-10 percent of students are involved in Greek life.
n Every May since 1987, the University of Chicago has held the 
University of Chicago Scavenger Hunt, in which large teams of 
students compete to obtain items from a list.
n Since 1963, the Festival of the Arts takes over campus for 7–10 
days of exhibitions and interactive artistic endeavors.
n Its postgraduate offerings include Booth School of Business, 
Law School, Pritzker School of Medicine, Harris School of Public 
Policy Studies, and Department of Geophysical Sciences.
n The University’s endowment was the 12th largest among 
American educational institutions and state university systems in 
2010.

Compiled by Madeline Morrow 
Photo Courtesy of University of Chicago

Nicholas Pileggi’s 
“Wiseguy” is an 
awesome piece of 

literature. Following the story 
of real-life mobster Henry Hill, 
this story is a great firsthand 
account of what life is really 
like in the mafia. 

The book begins with Henry 
discussing his life as a kid. He 
was born in Brooklyn, New 
York, to and Irish American 
father and an Italian -American 

mother. Near his house is a cabstand owned by the Vario family, 
which was really a cover up for whatever kind of lying, stealing 
and loan-sharking they were doing. Hill discusses how he begins 
running errands at this cabstand when he’s about twelve. He 
steals things and sells them without tax to make money. He 
gets arrested for the first time, and the Vario’s are all waiting to 
congradualate him. By the time he’s in his 20s, he has worked his 
way up to being a vital part of this mobster family. He witnesses 
many murders, and other crimes throughout his life. Hill was an 
important piece in the Lufthansa heist, one of the largest cash 
robberies ever committed on American soil. Although he did not 
participate directly in stealing the money, he reaped many of its 
benefits.

Hill discusses his personal life, like his wife, his family, and his 
children. His wife, Karen, got used to his lifestyle. Although she 
gots lots of money and was pampered and spoiled by Henry, being 
a part of his life also had many disadventages. She was cheated 
on, lied to, and had to cover up a lot to keep cops off Henry’s tail 
to protect him, but stays with him through thick and thin. 

Near the end of the book, after beginning to sell drugs, Hill 
notices he’s being followed, and eventually gets arrested. When 
the government finds out about his organized crime, he faces two 
choices: go to prison for many years, or share what he knows about 
the Vario crime family. He recalls many members of the Vario 
family, even ones he considered to be his close friends, now have 
it out for him. He decides to join the Witness Protection Program 
and tells the government everything he knows. His family is given 
a new name, a new place to live, and a new job.

Wiseguy is well written and easy to follow. The mobster lifestyle 
is a life of money, riches,and benefits, but it is also a life of lies, 
deceit and secrets. And this book is also the basis for the film, 
Goodfellas, which is just as great as the book.

“At the age of twelve my ambition was to become a gangster. 
To be a wiseguy. Being a wiseguy was better than being President 
of the United States. To be a wiseguy was to own the world.” — 
Henry Hill. n

Wiseguy
By: Nicholas Pileggi 

Written by Maria Stroia
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According to a 2010 study by 
PrincetonOne, one of the nation’s 
largest employment recruitment 

companies, the top 4 myths surrounding the 
generation also known as “the millennials” 
include a tendency toward laziness, the 
need for instant gratification, selfishness 
and being spoiled from birth.

Much of these myths stem from the 
fact Generation Y has always known the 
significant aid of technology.

AP Psychology teacher Mrs. Angela 
Smith said the integration of technology 

in the lives of Generation Y-ers can have a 
very positive input on their successes. 

“People who don’t work with kids 
have the understanding that they are lazy 
because of technology,” she said. “Being a 
teacher, I have come to find that the use of 
technology along with hard work can lead 
to success.”

With the current graduation rate at nearly 
73 percent according to edweek.org, many 
kids are not living up to their potential but 
some do not blame it on technology. 

“I hope graduation rates will increase,” 
Smith said. “Technology makes it easier to 
learn but you still have to work hard and 
have [the] desire to graduate.” 

Relationships have also drastically 
changed. With cell phones and social media 
in Generation Y seems reliant on constant 
communication. 

“Generation Y has grown up in a world 
where fast is not only a virtue, but also a 
way of life,” according to the PrincetonOne 
study. “From fast food and AOL® Instant 
Messenger™ to high-speed Internet and 
fast-forward, Generation Y is used to things 
happening quickly.”

With current technology, this is all 
generation Y knows; how students express 
themselves and communicate in the 21st 
century.

“They have information instantly at 

Every generation of teenagers feels misunderstood at 
some point. The Baby Boom generation had its share, as 
did Generation X. Regardless of the birth year, each 
generation is as some point labeled the “me” generation. 
Sometimes expression can be misconceived which can lead 
to a lot of confusion and presumptions. Generation Y is 

no exception. 

Lucy Andrews
Staff Writer
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their fingertips via the Internet,” according 
the PrincetonOne study. “Cable and 
satellite television have made hundreds 
of television stations available. Cell 
phones have connected them instantly to 
an array of friends. Technology has made 
Generation Y accustomed to getting what it 
needs quickly and easily.”

Smith said with the tech-savvy 
generation, the millennials must strive for 
non-digital communication.

“Technology has its drawbacks,” she 
said. “Children can now be anonymous, 
which leads to more aggression than a face-
to-face argument. This generation will have 
to work harder for relationships.” 

Smith said it is important for adults to 
look out for the millennial generation.

“Teenagers are still growing and still 
need guidance,” she said. 

Along with their families, teenagers 
have many other influences, including the 
media. 

“Media is exposing kids to things early,” 
Smith said. “Teenage brains aren’t able to 
handle mature situations.” 

According to a Discovery Fit and Health 
article by Molly Edmonds, the functions of 

the brain also play a role in why teens act 
in certain ways.

“The brain’s remote control is the pre 
frontal cortex, a section of the brain that 
weighs outcomes, forms judgments and 
controls impulses and emotions,”  Edmonds 
said in her article. “This section of the brain 
also helps people understand one another.  
The pre frontal cortex is a little immature in 
teenagers as compared to adults; it may not 
fully develop until [their] mid-20s.” 

According to the PrincetonOne study, 
another area often associated with the Y 
Generation is selfishness.

“Certainly some members of Generation 
Y have been convinced that they are the 
center of the universe,” it stated.

However, that too is a misconception of 
the millennials.

“The majority of Generation Y is not as 
selfish as it has been portrayed,” according 
to the article. 

“The Families and Work Institute 
describes Generation Y as more ‘family-
centric’ or ‘dual-centric’ (with equal 
priorities on both career and family) and 
less ‘work-centric’ than other generations,” 
it stated. “Gen Y-ers support and believe in 

social causes. Generation Y’s goal is not to 
simply earn money. Its members want to 
contribute at work, in the community and 
in the world at large.”

Lastly, many view Generation Y as the 
“entitled” generation; they are spoiled.

“Naturally, some Generation Y members 
are spoiled,” the study stated. “However, 
the majority of Gen Y-ers are not. They 
simply have different priorities and view 
the world in a different way. They grew up 
knowing they were valued and have high 
self-esteem.”

All in all, the millennials are the future. 
“Now is the time to shed prejudices and 

negative feelings about Generation Y, as 
its members are the workers of the present 
and future,” it stated. “Due to the mass 
retirement of Baby Boomers, companies 
will ultimately need Gen Y-ers more than 
ever before.”

Some students feel those who adhere 
to the misconceptions of Generation Y 
unfairly stereotype those individuals.

The following articles address some of 
these misconceptions. Teens make mistakes 
and they learn from them. They’re just kids 
being kids. n
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Puppy Love

Jenna Romell
Staff Writer
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“Age doesn’t change when you find 
someone you love,” she said. “ I think [love 
is] always changing, but not in a bad way. 
It will mature as we get older and that will 
either bring the couple closer or farther 
apart.”

Psychologytoday.com agreed.
“First love, young love, is indeed real 

love,” they said. “This intense love does 
not come along every ten minutes. For 
some people, it may come only once in a 
lifetime.”

This once in a lifetime love may only 

exist in many parents’ pasts. Whether a first 
love from high school that crumbled with 
distance, a failed college relationship or 
someone things just did not work out with, 
a study by psychologytoday.com has shown 
that many people would reunite with their 
first love if they had the chance.

“In  [a] recent survey of 1600 people, 
who had never tried a reunion with a lost 
love, ages 18 to 92…25% said they would 
[reunite with them],” they said.

Another common misconception about 
relationships of today’s teenagers could be  
that although they enjoy relationships, they 
are not up for the commitment that comes 
along with a serious relationship.

Hopkins disagreed.
“I think many at first think it is just fun 

to have the one person always around, but 

once you’re with them for a long period or 
as you get older they get more serious,” 
she said, “[But] why would you want to be 
in a serious relationship and not have any 
fun?”

Blackwood agreed and said  he has mar-
ried about 250 young couples who are in-
deed devoted to their relationships, but still 
want to have fun in them.

“As a minister, most of the young cou-
ples I marry are committed to their mar-
riage,” he said. “Most of them want to 
have meaningful relationships, although 

some may not be all that se-
rious about it. Even serious 
experiences can be fun when 
you share them with one you 
love.”

While some teens may just 
want something fun and short 
while they are in high school, 
Hopkins sees something dif-
ferent in the outcome of her 
relationship.

“The purpose of my rela-
tionship is to be with my boy-

friend long term,” she said.
Although this may be how Hopkins 

views her and her boyfriend’s relationship, 
Blackwood said some teens may view their 
own relationships differently.

“On the one hand some teens want a 
committed relationship because they have 
never seen one in their parents.” Black-
wood said, “On the other hand, they may 
feel afraid to commit because of the pain 
they have seen in other marriages. But deep 
down, I think they want a commitment.”

Hopkins agreed and said she does not 
believe your age impacts your ability to 
love.

“I don’t think it matters what age you 
are. If you want to be with that person and 
are meant to be you will find a way,” she 
said n

From when one is young, they are told 
by their parents about relationships 
and love. When they get into high 

school and begin to date,  relationships that 
may be serious to them are often seen as 
trivial or a waste of time to their parents.

Some say teenagers are unable to feel 
true love, calling the infatuation teens feel 
towards each other in a relationship “puppy 
love.”

According to psychologytoday.com, “If 

adults accept that teenagers can love 
parents truly, then shouldn’t they 
also accept that teen romances  are 
‘real’ love?”

Student Caitlin Hopkins, who 
has been in a long-distance relation-
ship for two years, agreed.

“More and more teenagers are 
getting into more serious relation-
ships while in high school and I think 
adults think they are a joke and won’t last,” 
she said.

Hopkins is not the only one with this 
viewpoint.

“Adults who underestimate the strength 
of the bond—of the impact of the loss—of 
a first love may have forgotten what a blow 
it was when they lost their own first loves,” 
as according to psychologytoday.com.

Ted Blackwood, a minister at North 
Canton Church of Christ, agreed.

“Some in the older generation do mis-
understand teen’s views on relationships,”  
he said. “It has always been that way and 
probably always will.”

Although many parents might believe 
teenagers are too young to understand what 
love really means, Hopkins does not.

“Age doesn’t change 
when you find someone 

you love.”
- Caitlin Hopkins
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Social Behavior

Kelsea Daniluk
Staff Writer

“In Every generation 
adults are going to 

criticize.”
Mr. James Draher

With countless forms of media 
depicting a, “sleep all day, party 
all night” attitude and tweets 

posted daily about alcohol and drugs, 
it is not surprising that adults view this 
generation’s social behavior in a negative 
light.

According to Mr. James Draher, AP 
Psychology teacher, the general adult 
population thinks teens are generally 
disrespectful.

“The biggest change in teens I have 
seen is their disrespect toward authority,” 
he said. “Teens do and say what they want. 
They don’t see the ramifications of 
their actions.”

Junior Jimmy Reboudo disagrees 
that all teens act disrespectful 
toward adults.

“Teens are polite to adults in 
public, for the most part.” Reboudo 
said. 

Junior Morgan Landy also said 
that teens are not as poorly behaved 
as adults believe. 

“I think most teens represent themselves 
in a positive way,” she said.

Landy said she herself tries to behave in 
the best way possible when she is around 
adults or in public so that she does not 
enforce the stereotype.

“In public, I like to present myself as 
a well-educated teenager who has been 
taught the difference between positive 
and negative actions,” she said. “I try my 
hardest to represent my generation in a 
positive way.”

While Landy attempts to act her best in 
public, Reboudo said that is not his main 
concern.

“I personally am always down to have 
a good time, even if I am in public,” he 
said. “I am polite to adults most of the time 

if they are polite to me, but I have never 
really been known to go out of my way to 
make adults think of me as ‘that young man 
who is the example of how all kids should 
act.’”

However, Reboudo agrees that not all 
teens act the way adults believe they do, 
and that adults should consider all teenagers 
when making judgments.

“Certain groups of us can be very well 
mannered, while some other groups of us 
are not known for always making the best 
decisions,” Reboudo said.

While not every teenager acts according 
to the stereotype, Draher believes society 
views teens in a way that backs their 

criticism.
“A lot of times, it’s hard to change an 

adult’s opinion of this generation because 
people have a certain mind-set and look for 
ways to prove their point,” he said.

Regardless of the reason adults feel 
this way, Landy thinks it is not entirely 
justified.

“I feel that it is pretty hard to criticize 
any generation,” Landy said. “They have 
not lived in the world we are living in. 
Even though we are different from their 
generation it’s not necessarily different 
for the worse. Change is not always 
comfortable, but it is normally a positive 
thing.”

Draher said criticism is bound to 
happen.

“In every generation adults are going to 
criticize behavior,” he said. “It’s just more 
relevant today because of technology.”

Landy also believes technology plays a 
major role in older generations’ opinions of 
Generation Y.

“A major factor of behavior in our 
society is the use of technology,” she said. 

Reboudo also thinks technology has 
caused a change in behavior over time.

“People’s manners have degraded over 
time mostly because of technology,” he 
said.

According to Draher, technology has 
caused a loss of privacy in society.

“Especially today, with Facebook and 
Twitter, everyone’s life is more 
public,” he said. “People always 
tell about where they’re going 
and what they’re doing.”

Though Landy agrees 
technology is an issue these days, 
she does not think teens have 
a major problem that instantly 
needs addressed. 

“I think that we are doing a great job 
constantly adjusting to the new world 
around us,” she said.

Reboudo also thinks change is not 
necessary.

“I don’t think we need to change the way 
we behave just because someone thinks 
we’re not behaving the way they want us 
to,” he said. 

Draher believes teens of today’s 
generation simply need to find a balance 
between being an individual and acting 
within society’s limits.

“Adults criticize teens because they 
will become the leaders of the future and 
should act accordingly, but you need to be 
yourself,” he said. “It’s tough to find that 
in-between.”n
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Work Ethic 

Laura Kingsley
Staff Writer

Generation Y, or the Millennial 
generation, is the name for those 
born in the United States be-

tween roughly 1978 and 1997, according 
to Aspen Education Group. 

This roughly twenty year span encom-
passes an entire generation, one riddled 
with a measurably narcissistic and en-
titled temperament that’s been catching 

headlines nationwide.
However, this entitlement and 

narcissism is not the case for every 
teen and often the studies which 
show an entire generation as en-
titled, narcissistic and lazy are not 
entirely accurate, 

 “I believe that teenagers are 
often labeled as being bad work-
ers, who are unmotivated.” Senior 
Matt Merriman said. “For me, this is not 
the case, where I work, young people are 
the most out going and their productivity 
levels are much higher.”

 Senior, Stephy Grable said “One mis-
conception is that we have no work ethic 
at all,” she said “and that we’re lazy and 
we won’t do anything, we just eat, sleep 
and fight with our parents.”

Dictionary.com defines work ethic as 
“A set of values based on the moral vir-
tues of hard work and diligence.”  

Without motivation, work ethic is vir-
tually nonexistent. For Merriman, it boils 
down to two key components.

“There are two main motivators for 
me, customer satisfaction and personal 
financial gain,” he said. “I like to make 
sure my customers are happy, but I also 
like to make money.”

 However, “Wall Street Journal” re-
ports generation Y as an era of entitled, 
narcissistic individuals that go so far as 

influencing entire corporations such as 
Bank of America and Lands End hir-
ing “Praise teams” to keep up with their 
demand for a constant flow of positive 
reinforcement. This flow is supposed to 
encourage morale, which in turn raises 
work performance. 

Aspen Education Group expands upon 
the idea “Gen. Y needs constant praise in 
the form of e-mails, awards, celebration 

balloons and other such tangible recogni-
tion of their work or they become anx-
ious.”

Back before the times of steady mo-
tivation and balloons and perpetual ‘at-
taboy’s’ doing a good job meant keeping 
the job. If bad work was being done, a 
job was lost. It was short sweet and to 
the point. 

This idea of praise teams and constant 
commandment from employers is paint-
ing the millennial generation as one with 
a work ethic that is for the most part, 
lacking in the two key categories needed 
to fulfill the definition of work ethic.

To Grable, a misconception set upon 
work ethic is not a lasting one, 

“As soon as a teenager gets a job, the 
misconception changes from being a lazy 
teen to a better person,” Grable said. “It’s 
like becoming an automatic adult who 
should pay for everything, live on their 
own and be completely self sufficient,” 

Grable said.
“Wall Street Journal” shows stigmati-

zation placed upon generation Y “People 
said many Gen. Y-ers, also called Millen-
nials, had an excess sense of entitlement 
and were arrogant and lazy. They wanted 
to do work on their terms and it seemed 
they wanted feedback on that work ev-
ery five minutes.” And while working on 
one’s own terms is, of course a part of 
the freedoms guaranteed to all American 

citizens. 
These efforts put forth by corpora-

tions are at the forefront of forged a 
stigmatization on generation Y’s work 
ethic. 

Along with a need for constant 
praise and approval comes with a 
plethora of misconceptions and gener-
alizations that some Hoover students 
have been subjected to.

Upon the subject of first hand 
knowledge of misconceptions, Grable 
said she has had experiences such as not 
being called back for a job interviews and 
having people in public on her because 
of their preconceived notions of how lazy 
and unmotivated teenagers are.

However, in spite of these difficulties, 
teens are able to keep a good work ethic. 

“I think having people around you that 
you trust, like a favorite teacher.” Grable 
said, “And parents that encourage you; 
who believe you can work hard and will 
work hard.” 

These misconceptions can be burden-
some to a person attempting to maintain 
a good work ethic especially for a person 
who doesn’t feel as entitled as the mis-
conceptions label them.

 “I believe everyone should be given an 
equal opportunity.” Merriman said, “They 
should be judged based on their perfor-
mance and ability to meet expectations; 
not on preconceived judgments.”n

“I believe that 
teenagers are often 
labeled as being bad 

workers.”          
-Matt Merriman
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Social Media

Ali McNeese
Staff Writer

While social networking is foreign 
to older generations, it is 
second nature to most students 

at Hoover High School. Technology has 
dramatically changed the way teenagers 
communicate all over the globe. Instead 
of the traditional letter writing or face-to-
face interaction, teens communicate much 
easier and more efficiently through social 
networking websites such as: Twitter, 
Facebook, Skype, Tumblr, Instagram and 
the list goes on.

Science teacher Mr. Steve Wood had 
a Facebook fan page for his  students last 
year in order to advertise information 
and send helpful links. In order to have 
access to it, students with a Facebook 
page would have to ‘like’ the fan page. 
The students could then post on the wall 
and see the links that Wood and other 
students had posted.

“It’s an easier way to 
spread  information,” he said. “Students 
don’t check their G-mails as much as 
they do Facebook or Twitter.”

Wood has discontinued the use of his  
Facebook fan page this year because he 
noticed a large decrease in the number 
of students that still use their Facebook 
accounts.

“I think most teens are migrating away 
from it because all the old people are on 
it now,” he said. “If I were to do it again, 
I’d  probably go for Twitter.”

Junior Thomas Showen who has 
accounts on Facebook and Twitter, uses  
the social networks because of their 
efficiency.

“It’s easier to communicate with 
people because you don’t even have to be 
near them to talk to them,” he said.

Sophomore Madison DeChellis 
agreed. She also uses Twitter to 
communicate with friends and see what’s 
going on.

“If you need to know what time 
something is going on at, you can tweet 

it and people will respond,” she said.
While Showen and DeChellis 

both said they benefit from the 
world of social media, senior Logan  
Sisca said he believes the media often 
times gives people the wrong idea about 
social networking. 

“As with most stories on the news, 
incidents involving social media are 
often negative,” Sisca said. “With so 
much attention drawn to cyber bullying, 
it is difficult to see the beneficial aspects 
of social networking through this 

negativity.”
DeChellis said she believes  the older 

generations look down on the social 
media we use today because the bad 
aspects of it are the only things that are 
highlighted.

“They look down on it and think, 
‘how can those kids be saying the things 
that they’re saying,’” Dechellis said. “In 
older generations, people would say it to 
each other’s faces. 

According to a 2009 article in “The 
Washington Times,” research was 
conducted at the University of Southern 
California and the University of 
California at Berkeley to study the online 
habits of 800 teenagers. Leader of the 
study, Mizuko Ito, validated the benefits 
of social networking.

“There are myths about kids spending 
time online — that it is dangerous or 
making them lazy,” Ito said. “We found 
that spending time online is essential for 
young people to pick up the social and 
technical skills they need to be competent 
citizens in the digital age.”

In spite of the typical misconceptions, 
Wood said he did not have any 
prior  thoughts on the negatives of social 
media before he created his Facebook fan 
page.

“I didn’t go into it thinking it was 
evil,” Wood said. “I think it’s amoral — 
it just depends on how you use it.”

Although social media is not only 
used to socialize and ‘creep’ on others, 
people also try to find connections 
with others who have similar ideas 
or thoughts. According to “The 
Washington Times” social networking 
“expands one’s circle of friends, boosts 
self-directed learning and fosters 
independence.”

“While the majority of teens use 
sites such as such as Facebook to ‘hang 
out’ with people they already know in 

real life, a smaller portion uses them to 
find like-minded people,” stated a source 
in the article.

Learning to communicate through 
social media will not just be about 
consuming media, but also producing it 
in the near future.

“Learning to communicate like this is 
contributing to the general circulation of 
culture,” said a source in the article.

Though parents are concerned their 
teenagers have their devices attached to 
their hip, it’s no surprise social media is  
becoming a more important part of our 
culture.

“[Parents] need to accept that 
technology is a necessary and important 
part of the culture for young people,” a 
source stated from the article in “The 
Washington Times." n

“It’s an easier 
way to spread in-

formation.”
-Mr. Steve Wood
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Our Mission:
“We strive to provide our honest opinions while representing 
all sides, and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions”

In memoriam
Every now and then, a true inspiration comes along. No, this is 

not your typified form of an inspiration; this one is a little bit more 
special. Earl Stockert was a true Hoover Viking. He strove to do 
what was best for those around him, never seeking any praise or 
recognition beyond that of the smiles on the faces of the people 
he was surrounded by.

His warm spirit and kindness will never be entirely forgotten, 
and his influence will irradiate for years to come. Everyday, 
Stockert would come to Hoover high school and give something 
from himself for the betterment of the students, staff, and 
community. He never ceased to show care and support to all 
those who needed it. 

We here at The Viking Views feel everyone should take a 
moment to thank and respect the late Earl Stockert. He was a 
man of incredible integrity and caring. His spirit will never leave 
these halls; his legacy will go on in each every student he helped 
through the numerous activities he engaged in. 

Furthermore, we feel it is essential that everyone learn 
something from his example. Mr. Stockert gave everything he had 
and never asked for anything in return. His selfless attitude is what 
more people in today’s age need to learn from. In an age filled 
with instant gratification and reckless want, Earl Stockert stood for 
something moral and true. He would never treat another person 
in a way that he would not want to be treated.

In essence, he was one of a rare type. He was an inspiration, 
but he never wanted anyone to think of him as such. And that is 
why he lived a truly meaningful life.

Help save lives
Everyone knows school shootings are a tragedy and should be 

prevented if at all possible. However, the fact of the matter is that 
they still occur and are always a threat. 

Recently, there have been bomb threats, among other dangers, 
at other schools in the wake of the Chardon school shootings. 
Schools as close as Green are no exception. Everyone suffers in 
these events; the schools are supposed to be a place of higher 
learning, not a struggle for a safe environment. Inevitably, the 
school system has to spend more time and energy fighting to 
defend its students, rather than trying to create improvements in 
the fields of math, science, and literature education.

It is a crying shame in actuality. When one stops to think about 
it, there is a perfectly good reason the freedoms of school children 
are limited to the extent that they are. We, as a school system 
and society, can no longer afford to take the risks. If a student is 
expressing anything that may be construed as dangerous, actions 
have to be taken to endure that the safety of another is not 
threatened as a direct result of said activity.

Therefore, it is our responsibility to make sure no one is placed 
in false or true danger. It is not glamorous; it is not what one may 
feel directly obligated to do. However, we need to make sure that 
we may promote a healthy and stable environment for the entire 
school. If someone says he will commit any act of violence, believe 
him and report it.

Ultimately, we have the ability to be heroes and save lives. 
Preferably, contact the police department, but anyone will do. Tell 
a teacher, a parent, even the principal - it will save lives.

Don’t stop ‘Stop Kony’
Here at The Viking Views, we are happy to see the awareness 

that has been brought to the “invisible children” from the 
documentary of Kony. There are many upset the creator has 
criminal charges against him, while others complain this issue 
has been going on for years and the fact that people are just 
noticing it now is annoying. But, the truth is, it is good that it is 
bringing awareness at all. 

Although it has been going on for years, it has not stopped, 
so bringing it up again is a good thing. People on social media 
have shown disgust in the people who keep tweeting or posting 
about, saying they are just conforming. But that is exactly what 
people should be doing in these situations. Posts and tweets 
about it will only bring in the awareness and hopefully strike 
someone to make a change. The real concern would be if the 
people were watching the devastating video and doing nothing 
about it and only waiting for the change to come. 

So keep tweeting and posting about this horrible situation in 
Uganda to bring knowledge and understanding to the topic. If 
you are not doing this, do not make fun of people who are. They 
are the ones who are hoping for change. 

Visit Kony2012.com for more information. 
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“The biggest misconception of 
our generation is that kids have 
an easier, more stress-free life-
style.  Although we have the 
internet now, there is a more 
strenuous school curriculum 
causing students to balance 
school work, jobs, and social 
lives.”
 —Corey Lipkins Jr., 12

“[I believe the biggest misconception of our generation] is that 
everyone is naive. We are more intelligent than most adults think. 
Sure, we have technology to help us out, but most of us could 
survive without our cell phones and iPads.”

— Kaitlynn Shaffer, 11

“The misconception of the gen-
eration is that Michelle Obama 
believes that all students are  
fat and unhealthy, which is why 
kids can no longer buy extra 
cookies and other good food at 
lunch.”

— Alec Greenwald, 10

“Everybody cares about what people think of them. [In reality], 
people freely do what they want without worrying about others’ 
opinions.”

— Ashlea Thomas, 12

“I would want my spouse to be an honest, caring and interesting 
person. When someone is being honest with you, there is a good 
base for a relationship. An interesting person that is more unique 
than the average spouse, which I believe is a good trait to hold.”
— Jake Garfield, 10 

“That we cause problems. That because our generation is            
centered around electricity, once it comes time for us to run our 
country, we won’t do it right.” 
         — Emily Hayden, 10

“That we only communicate through technology and we don’t 
really do that. We actually talk face-to-face and people think we 
don’t.”

— Emily Olszewski, 10

What do you think the 
biggest misconception 
of the Y Generation is?

“I lock myself in a 
soundproof room 
and deprive myself 
of all fun.”
— Adam Reese, 12

  
“I make note cards! 
Then I walk around 
my house absorb-
ing all the informa-
tion”
— Gabi Fatzinger, 
10

exams/AP tests?
How do you best prepare for
Views
Student

“I go through 
and outline ev-
erything for the 
class”
— Stefan Harri-
gan, 11

“I make sure I 
get a good nights 
rest and I eat a 
healthy breakfast 
in the morning.” 
— Rachel McDe-
vitt, 10

“I usually don’t pre-
pare for exams, but if I 
do I just read through 
my notes”
— Sam Christ, 11
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Feeling Lucky
Kelsea Daniluk
Give it some guts

giving it a second thought? No one should take that without put-
ting up a bit of a fight. 

The inability to stick up for yourself sends the message that 
you have little self respect. You are allowed to have a backbone. 
It’s actually a great quality, particularly when handling bullies. It 
is easy for others to make us feel inferior by tweeting one brief 
but incredibly insulting comment. It may seem like ignoring the 
problem will make it disappear, but while this may occasionally 
work, this generation is pretty darn persistent. Many people will 
not give up criticizing others while hiding behind their computer 
screen until they know the victim of their comments feels as self-
conscious as the bully. The only way to stop a bully like this is to say 

something to them. However, there 
is an art to having some guts and 
standing up for yourself. You can’t 
just throw the insults right back at 
the instigator. That will only make 
you appear more cowardly than 
the bully. Instead, say something to 

their face, but in a mature fashion. Tell the person if they have a 
problem, it needs to be worked out face-to-face. Otherwise, the 
tweets and texts will continue and no one will ever be satisfied. 

Unfortunately, there are situations in which giving someone a 
piece of your mind is not okay. For example, even though my boss 
treated me pretty unjustly, I did not dare call him out on it. He has 
authority over me, and sometimes you just have to put up with 
the consequences to avoid further and more severe punishment.

Another situation in which it is best to remain under control is 
when it’s nothing major. There’s no need to get worked up over 
the small things in life. The truth is, people are always going to at-
tempt to overpower you. If the consequences of just giving in to 
it will barely have an effect on you, just let it go and release your 
anger later. Please do so responsibly, though. If you’re about to 
take someone else’s punishment and allowing it to happen will 
have longterm negative effects, don’t be afraid to say something. 
Show your true strength and have some guts. Who knows, you 
may even be the first to stop a bully and save a plethora of others 
from harassment.

As the school year comes to an end, I have noticed that some of my classmates are beginning to lose interest in their education. When looking for an answer as to 
why this is happening, I realized that this may be caused by the way they go about studying. What fun is there in trying to memorize a dull list of definitions that you 
will likely forget after the exam? Instead, I feel that you should try to find the importance behind those vocabulary words. There is always a valuable lesson that can be 
discovered in a class, but occasionally you must dig deeper and do some research on your own to find it. The legendary physicist Richard Feynman once stressed the 
importance of learning more important information rather than hollow facts:

“You can know the name of a bird in all the languages of the world, but when you’re finished, you’ll know absolutely nothing whatsoever about the bird... So let’s 
look at the bird and see what it’s doing -- that’s what counts. I learned very early the difference between knowing the name of something and knowing something.”

I believe that Feynman’s approach can help make education much more exciting than it currently is for some. Simply studying seemingly inconsequential facts is 
probably unappealing to most students, but achieving a deeper understanding of the subject will likely reveal its fascinating qualities and make learning a much more 
enjoyable experience.

Students must also remember to pay attention to the amazing world in which we live. It is easy to become so focused on social networks and texting that we forget to 
remember what is going on around us. For instance, while stargazing you can take in the vast, unchanged beauty of the universe. It may be overwhelming to see so many 
celestial objects in the night sky, because you may realize that you are a tiny fraction of all the matter in the cosmos. Yet do not let this humbling experience make you 
feel small or unimportant. Everyone can contribute their special abilities to the betterment of society and the world we live in. So I challenge every student to attempt 
to discover something amazing and inspiring in these last few weeks of school. Who knows, you may just realize your true passion. We all have the ability to change the 
world and make humanity remember our generation in a positive light. 

-Logan Sisca

worked up 
“There’s no need to get 

over the small things in life.”

When I was in AP English with 
Miss Walker we read an essay, 
well more like a rant, about 

why people don’t complain more often. 
This essay resulted in a period long de-
bate about whether sticking up for your-
self is acceptable or not. I never thought 
about it until yesterday, when someone 
walked all over me like a welcome mat. 

I’ll keep this overly complicated story 
short to avoid sounding whiny. Basically, 
a girl at work frantically begged me to 
switch schedules 

with her, and I willingly complied. She told 
me she had told our boss and he approved 
it, but when the day came when she was 
supposed to work for me, I received a 
call while at a funeral, saying that I never 
showed up to work and would have to 
face the consequences. Turns out, this girl decided not to work my 
shift and failed to inform me. As a result of this incident, I received 
a warning and have to be especially careful when calling off. 

While you may be reading this wondering why you should 
care, I promise that this anecdote has an important lesson to be 
learned. Instead of expressing my intense frustration at this girl for 
screwing me over, I simply calmly asked the girl if I was still sup-
posed to work for her the following day. Now that I think about it, 
I should have said something. I felt disrespected, especially since 
we’re the same age and there is absolutely zero reason for her to 
feel a sense of authority over me. 

The point is, this is one of those cases in which sticking up for 
yourself is not only acceptable, but also commendable. There is 
no need to just take such a blatant lack of respect from someone, 
especially if it ends in punishment for the victim. It not only makes 
the recipient of the ignorance feel incredibly insignificant, it also 
sends the message that anyone can do anything to you, and you 
will never say no or give them a piece of your mind. Do you really 
want everyone to think it’s okay to walk all over you without even 
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As the year winds down and, for 

some of us, our final time here at 
Hoover comes to an end, every-

one’s thoughts are beginning to turn to 
summer and what lies ahead for the se-
niors. 

Senioritis is starting to blaze into the 
flame that catches like wildfire throughout 
the senior class, and college decisions are 
being made by more and more students. 
With scholarships, homework, a senior 
paper and a 

job, how many of us are affected by 
senioritis or by something else en-
tirely?

From stressing over our college 
choices to what dress we are going 
to wear to prom, spring has become 
a season full of anxiety, worry and 
meltdowns for many of the students 
set to graduate from Hoover in June. With the last day of school 
drawing closer and closer, how many seniors will stick it out and 
how many will give in to the well-known disease already threaten-
ing to spread to many of our graduating class? 

With little time to spare for friends and family before the se-
niors depart at the end of the summer, it’s hard to set apart the 
time for homework and school when so many more alluring op-
tions present themselves at our feet; such as lying around, do-
ing nothing and gathering our friends together to collectively do 
nothing.

With such thrilling, exciting and exhilarating options lying right 
in our hands, which is no surprise here in North Canton, where 
there are always an abundance of fun things to do, you can see 
why it could be challenging for the seniors to stay attentive these 
last few weeks in school.

Honestly though? I can not say I am against having some fun 
instead of getting down to business for our last month and a half. 
While it is probably important to spend our last days in school 
caring about our grades, trying our hardest and making it count, 
there are more than a few things holding our attention away from 

“...so many more 

alluring 
options present themselves...”

The Desert Fox
Jenna Romell
Can’t stop senioritis

In Reply...
We think your challenge to each student to expand their minds and discover something bigger than themselves would serve as a worthwhile way to end their year 

at Hoover, especially for those seniors who are going to be an environment that, in most cases, is much larger than our high school. However, it is this desire for a new 
environment that entices students to step away from their studies and pursue other interests and, unfortunately, some of these hobbies do not enforce learning. We 
agree that there are other ways to study besides flipping through typical monotonous vocabulary flashcards and skimming every chapter over again. We also believe it 
is crucial to understand why we must attend school and learn certain skills, which is why as a teacher introduces a new a lesson a voice rings out in class asking, “When 
will I ever use this?” Many students do not realize the importance of the various concepts we learn throughout our years at school, but once they enter the real world 
they will see that many of the lessons that once seemed pointless will come in handy in a multitude of situations. It just takes some time to develop the patience to learn 
things that do not always interest us but once we find our niche, the fascination you mentioned will blossom.

While we agree that social networks can be a bit mind-numbing and cause distractions while attempting to study, we also believe it does not entirely hinder learn-
ing because it is a convenient mode of communication and a quick way to discover interesting information. On the other hand, it can be awfully distracting if you don’t 
know how to use it to your advantage. The key is to find a happy medium between pointless, distracting technology and useful, mind-enhancing tools. This middle 
ground can be difficult to uncover but it will bring us back to the reason technology was developed in the first place. Next time you are using your electronic device in 
study hall, instead of playing Temple Run, go to an educational website and play around or read the newspaper; your mind will thank you. 

-The Editors

The Viking Views.opinion

school. 
With summer just outside of our grasp and the time left to 

bond with friends before going away to college slipping through 
our fingers, most of us are yearning to spend every moment we 
can outside with our friends, having fun.

Can you blame us? What is the point of working ourselves to 
the bone the last thirty days of school, on grades that will never 
matter to our future college or career anyway? Applications done, 
scholarships set and minds wandering to the possibilities next 
year holds, most of us are finding it hard to pay attention as the 
teachers pile on the work to attempt to reel us back in for the last 
few weeks.

Why can’t we just have fun? Would it be so bad to cut the se-
niors some slack, stop assigning homework every night and bring 
the upcoming projects to a halt? Most of us are not slackers, we 

are not just being lazy, we really just 
want to enjoy the little time we have 
left as carefree teenagers.

In college, everything will change 
for us. Our friends, classes, even the 
town we live in will all be new and 
different; a new adventure with peo-
ple and places unknown to us right 
now. 

While we may be legal adults and registered to vote, we are 
honestly just children at heart; yearning to enjoy the sun and fun 
with our childhood friends and our family while we still can. 

As teachers, we know it is your job to prepare us for the future 
and what lies ahead in college. Really, you have done a wonderful 
job. Many of us would not be where we are today; succeeding in 
school, picking our college major, enjoying a class that we never 
thought we would, without you.

Seniors, if you have not realized that yet, take some time to 
look at your past few years in school. Aren’t there teachers that 
have helped to lead you in the right direction, helping you more 
than necessary now, to in order to help you in the future? I think 
we have all had at least one teacher like that.

Although we appreciate everything you have done for us and 
everything you are trying to do now, preparing us for college in 
these last few months, do not expect us to completely pay atten-
tion in class or do all of our work. While we may have good inten-
tions and try to do the work, our childish hearts will continue to 
lead us astray, placing wishful thoughts of summer sun and nights 
with friends into our minds. Don’t take it too personally.
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“Crazy in Love” Beyonce Featuring Jay-Z
“Hey Ya!” OutKast
“Poker Face” Lady Gaga
“Lose Yourself” Eminem
“Since You Been Gone” Kelly Clarkson
“Gold Digger” Kanye West featuring Jamie Foxx
“SexyBack” Justin Timberlake featuring Timbaland
“Empire State of Mind” Jay-Z featuring Alicia Keys
“We Belong Together” Mariah Carey
“In Da Club” 50 Cent

“Harry Potter” by J.K. Rowling
“Hunger Games” by Suzanne Collins
“A Series of Unfortunate Events” by Lemony Snicket
“Twilight” by Stephenie Meyer
“Holes” by Louis Sachar
“Junie B Jones” by Barbara Park
“The Lovely Bones” by Alice Sebold
“Goosebumps” by R.L. Stine
“Into the Wind” by Jon Krakauer
“Magic Tree House” by Mary Pope Osborne
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Top 10 of Generation Y
As soon as I saw this list, 

I had an immediate trip 
down memory lane. I re-

member playing every single one 
of these songs in my CD player and 
dancing around my room like an 
absolute idiot when I was younger. 
I still have those songs on my iPod. 
Don’t act like I’m the only one. 

Not to mention, our genera-
tion likes the best books. Growing 
up, “Harry Potter” was my life. I 
dressed like it; I acted like it; I swear 
I thought I was a wizard. And now 
the “Hunger Games” is becoming 
everyone’s new obsession. 

I’m really grateful I have these 
kind of books instead of “The 
Grapes of Wrath” or half the books 
I read in English class. To me, most 
older literature is pretty much im-
possible to read, whereas I grew 
up with books like “Goosebumps” 
that  I couldn’t put down. I live 
through these books and music. 
The adventure is so much more ex-
citing and the music has so much 
more feel to it than other genera-
tions.

commentary by EMILY PLAVER
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TV SHOWS

MOVIES

“That 70’s Show”
“House”
“CSI”
“Friends”
“Dexter”
“Avatar: The Last Airbender”
“The Office”
“Family Guy”
“How I Met Your Mother”
“Modern Family”

“Toy Story”
“Pirates of the Carribbean”
“Star Wars”
“Harry Potter”
“Finding Nemo”
“The Dark Knight”
“The Notebook”
“Lord of The Rings”
“Avatar”
“Slumdog Millionaire”

Top 10 of Generation Y
Generation Y got off lucky with 

movies and TV shows too. Instead 
of watching black and white silent 
films or listening to radio TV shows, 
we actually have the technology to 
see it in bright colors on the screen 
— sometimes even in 3D. 

I personally love the shows 
our generation watches. I liter-
ally watch “That 70’s Show” after 
school for hours. It never gets old 
to me. Neither does “Avatar.” 

I’m even  cool enough to have 
all the seasons on DVD. Movies 
have been getting better by the 
year in our generation. “The Dark 
Knight?” One of the best movies 
I’ve ever seen. 

The things that can be created 
on green screens or through ani-
mation are incredible. The ideas 
for these movies get more creative 
every year. 

Our generation is tops, and with 
these lists constantly changing, I’m 
interested to see where our top 
ten will stand years from now. 

Categories were voted on 
by The Viking Views
staff members.

entertainment.The Viking Views
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guard
yourself

A Viking Views guide on how to 
survive the zombie apocalypse
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commentary by stephen bowersox

T
he Centers for Diseases Control has procedures to survive 
smallpox, the black plague — and the zombie apocalypse. 
No I’m not pulling your chain, and yes the CDC is serious 

about this happening. 
If you have never heard of a zombie, then you need to get out 

more. I’m just messing: A zombie is a corpse that has regained the 
ability to move around but lacks any memories or thoughts, except 
for their constant need to eat brains. In recent years, the media 
has made the zombie craze all the more popular. There have been 
movies such as “Dawn of the Dead”, books and T.V. shows like 
“The Walking Dead,” which show the zombie apocalypse. 

What is a zombie apocalypse? 
It is a situation in which the zombie infection has spread to most 

of the world’s population, and only a few survivors are left. Since 
the CDC 
has decided 
to write 
an article 
about how 
to survive 
the zombie 
apocalypse it must be a very real danger (sarcasm), so I decided 
to write this little commentary to help all of you survive it too.
Rule 1: know how it starts 

After scouring the Internet for possible ways that the zombies 
will come, I found that the only ways that aren’t completely 
ridiculous are that humans begin to get Mad Cow Disease or some 
form of rabies — even those seem close to impossible. But hey, 
you never know. 

Let’s just assume that the zombie apocalypse is going to happen 
soon: How are you going to survive?
Rule 2: know how to survive

I’m just going to throw this out there — most of you will not 
come out of the apocalypse  . It’s just going to happen, but with 
my help, maybe less of you become zombies yourselves.

Yay optimism! 
In order to survive, I recommend leaving any high population 

areas because all of those people are about to become zombies 
that want to make you their next meal. The best places in 
America to go would be less populated states like North Dakota 
or Wyoming. Before you leave for the woods, though, make sure 
to gather plenty of supplies from your local drug market. You’re 
going to need things like water, non-perishable foods, weapons 
and medicine; however, there are going to be many other people 
who are ransacking stores too, so it would be best to keep supplies 
stored now just in case disaster strikes. After you’ve gathered 
supplies you’re going to have to get out of the city. 

This is going to be tough. 
Most other people will also be trying to get out of there, and 

on top of that, the zombies may have already made it to your 
city.
Rule 3: defend yourself 

Attack the head of a zombie. There are many ways to do this, 
but if you don’t get the head you’re gonna be dead. A gun would 
be the easiest way to kill a zombie but be careful when you use 
them because it will be hard to find more ammo and the loud 
bang will draw more zombies, so only use a gun when you have to. 
Using a bow or crossbow would be good if you’re a good shot with 
them, but arrows are going to be harder to come by than bullets 
so make sure you can get them once you shoot them. If you’re 
feeling really courageous then you could use a baseball bat or even 
a sword to bludgeon or decapitate them, but only do this when 

there aren’t 
many of them 
because they 
will over run 
you if you 
get to close. 
If possible 
I would 

recommend getting one of each of these kinds of weapon.
Rule 4: make a getaway

Make sure to use a fuel efficient car, because once everybody is 
a zombie then nobody can fill up the gas stations. Take back roads 
out the city and make sure to avoid the highway. Make your way 
as fast as possible to the isolated place you’re going to stay. 

Try to avoid contact with everybody you can and remember 
that somebody could be infected even if they aren’t a zombie yet 
— all they need is to be scratched or bitten. 

Since it’s hard to keep track of people and who has been bitten, 
try to keep the group you’re traveling with small; ideally it would 
be about 10 or less. And it’s always good to have at least one 
person that’s a survivalist. 
Rule 5: start over

Once you’ve gotten to your final destination, look for an isolated 
house that’s no longer occupied. It would be a shame to let it go 
to waste. From there, all you have to do is learn how to live on 
the land, since nobody will be left to generate any power or make 
any food. Finally, keep a constant watch on your surroundings. If 
you can keep all of this going then hopefully you’ll be safe, but 
the zombie threat is always there and you never know when they 
will find you and make you start all over again. So be careful and 

remember, they’re always coming for you…. 

“You need to know how the             

zombie apocalypse will begin..."

Those interested in learning more about surviving a zombie    
apocalypse should visit the Centers for Disease   Control and                
Prevention’s website: www.cdc.gov/phpr/zombies.htm.
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Neon Trees was once what is known as a 
“one-hit wonder,” with the release of their 
popular catchy pop song “Animal.” After 
the release of their newest album “Picture 
Show,” it is safe to say that they will no 
longer be known for that one single. Though 
many of the songs have the same alternative-
pop upbeat energy as “Animal,” the songs 
on this new album seem to showcase lead 
singer Tyler Glenn’s powerful voice more 
than the previous album. His aggressive 
tone lends a rougher edge to some fairly 
fluffy and generic songs which showcase 
an overused message. However, this 
cliché style of the album is what makes it 
enjoyable to listen to over and over again. 
In fact, for many people this high energy 
alternative-pop album is sure to become a 
guilty pleasure. 

Nicki Minaj’s much anticipated sophomore 
album was recently released. “Pink Friday: 
Roman Reloaded” hit the stores April 3, 
and has been sweeping the nation. The 
popular female rapper released 22 songs 
on the track list and they are as catchy, 
unique and tongue twisting as ever. From 
the popular hit “Starships” to the repetitive, 
unforgettable jam, “Stupid Hoe,” you won’t 
be able to get the songs out of your head. If 
the upbeat tracks aren’t your taste, Nicki 
slows it down in a fan favorite, “Marilyn 
Monroe,” singing the lines from a popular 
Marilyn quote, “If you can’t handle my 
worst you ain’t getting my best.”  It’s a 
guarantee that after you listen to “Pink 
Friday: Roman Reloaded” by Nicki Minaj 
that you wont be able to stop hitting the 
replay button. 
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RASCAL FLATTSTHE NEON TREES
Picture Show

-Kelsea Daniluk

NICKI MINAJ
Roman Reloaded

-Kelsey Peare -Katie Livick

Changed
Once again the popular country music 
band, Rascal Flatts, has released another 
hit album: “Changed”. Sticking to their 
roots of variety, the album includes a mix 
of Bluegrass, country-rock, and country-
pop; of course, they still have their great 
upbeat songs right alongside a ballad or 
two. As usual they had quite a few “lovey-
dovey” songs, especially sad ones like 
“Come Wake Me Up” and “Let It Hurt.” 
They’ve also included a very touching 
song, for which the album is named, that 
includes their tell-tale harmony and great 
piano. Besides these, they have some new, 
and great, upbeat summer songs especially 
the song “Friday”, which makes you antsy 
for the end of the week. Even though 
Rascal Flatts’ album count is nearing ten, 
“Changed” didn’t disappoint in the least.



In the past few years there have been many movies filled with fighting pirates, aliens, cowboys and superheroes, but there has only 
been one series that has gods that fight each other. The series started in 1981 with the original “Clash of the Titans”; it was then remade 
in 2010 and jammed it full with action. The newest installment to this series is “Wrath of the Titans” and it brings the best action yet.  

“Wrath of the Titans” follows the half man/half god Perseus (Sam Worthington) who is called on by his father, Zeus (Liam Neeson), 
to help him travel into Tarturus, which is a Greek version of hell, to stop Hades from 
releasing their father, who is a mountain sized lava creature that can destroy everybody. 
Perseus refuses Zeus because he doesn’t want to leave his son, but when the battle comes 
to him he has no choice but to gather a team of a human and another demigod to travel 
to Tarturus, rescue Zeus and stop Hades from resurrecting their father. 

“Wrath of the Titans” brings more action and a better story than the 2010 “Clash of 
the Titans”, but that doesn’t say much. This series isn’t known for its great plots and 
acting, but it is known for having great action. Sam Worthington has always been a 
generic action-based actor, but his acting has been getting better over the years and he 
did a much better job than he has before. Of course Liam Neeson is always a pleasure to 
watch, which makes it even better when Zeus has a larger role in this movie. 

This movie does come in 3D, but stay away from that because it is just awful. It seems 
like the 3D was just randomly added at the end to make them a couple more bucks, but 
hey, if someone wants to see flying rocks in 3D (that’s really all there is) then feel free to 
spend the extra three dollars. Overall I would say that this is a movie that anybody who 
wants to see some good action and explosions should see, but stay away from it if a more 
plot driven movie is wanted.   

Wrath of the Titans

The Viking Views.entertainment
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-Stephen Bowersox
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Powder

kaitlyn

Caitlin

“My favorite memory was winning the 

game last year and celebrating with all 

my teammates. It really brought us all 

together as a class.”

“Advice to the juniors: practice hard because we won’t lose.” 

“I was and am on the defensive 
line.” 

sonna

SENIOR 2012



The Viking Views.sports

35

Puff

kaitlyn

Mike

Austin

“I wanted to bring pep and 
dress like a woman.”

“I think I can bring spirit 
and encouragement 

 for the seniors to win.”

Gamble

“Seniors, keep working and playing 
hard and you will be victorious again.”

Compiled by Jesse Sanchez-Strauss and Lauren Saltis 
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Faith United 
Methodist Church

300 Ninth St NW
North Canton, OH 44720

330.499.6040
www.FaithUMChurch.org

Rev. Cara E. Stultz Costello
Rev. Steven G. Stultz Costello









Do you want to reach 

the teen market?

Advertise 
HERE 

for
2012

with The Viking Views
Call 

330.497.5620 
X-489

and ask for Stephen





 of Ohio L.L.C.














Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
of Stark County, Ohio, Inc.

Joe L. Carpenter, DMD
Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

6653 Frank Ave. NW 
North Canton, Ohio 44720

       330. 498.9920 
Fax 330.498.9921
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Well, I figure 
this is long 
overdue, 

but the time has 
come for me to pay 
my small homage 
to the University 
of Kentucky’s head 
basketball coach, 
John Calipari.

So here’s to you, 
Coach Cal! You managed to put 
together one of the most impressive 
squads that the NCAA has seen in a 
long while. There was a small snafu in 
the SEC conference final, but it makes 
little difference at this point. After you 
win the national championship, all’s 
well that ends well, right?

Well, seeing as Coach Calipari is the 
top recruiting head coach in the country, I 
would normally say so. Just recently, it was 
announced that the number one recruit, 

Nerlens Noel, has committed to the 
University of Kentucky, making Kentucky’s 
recruiting class one of the best in the 
country... again. In related news, the UCLA 
Bruins got the number two recruit in the 
nation in Shabazz Muhammad.

On a quick aside, its about time UCLA 
became relevant again. They didn’t even 
make it to the NCAA Tournament this year, 
and since they are the only school that 
has more championships than Kentucky, it 

felt strange that they were nowhere to be 
found.

But now that they’ve got a strong 
recruiting class, we may see the Bruins 

recapture some of the glory that was once 
there when John Wooden and Lew Alcindor 
(Kareem Abdul-Jabbar) were there.

That being said, with Noel going to 
Kentucky, I can’t help but look back with 
a certain amount of regret. They had a 
chance to be one of the greatest basketball 
teams that the NCAA has ever seen. Yes, 
they were that good. Add another top 
recruit to the ranks, and you have a line-up 
that rivals the Fab Five of yesterday.

However, the thought of such 
a dream is crushed by the fact 
that everyone knows many of 
Kentucky’s starters are destined 
to be “one-and-doners.” Meaning, 
they only go to college because 
they have to. A lot of them, if given 
the chance, would’ve left high 

school for the NBA. Why sit around kicking 
your heels in college when you could be 
making a pro salary in the big-leagues? It 
just doesn’t make good sense when you 

think about how short a professional 
athlete’s career can be. 

This brings me to my main point. 
Why do we make these tremendous 
athletes go to college for one year? 
It serves little to no purpose in my 
opinion. If they were truly interested 
in getting an education, they would 
stay for four years and get their 
money’s worth in scholarships.  
However, very few of college 
basketball’s best athletes last longer 
than their year requirement. 

It’s a hard pill to swallow when I 
think back on how many truly amazing 
teams The Ohio State University could 
have had if players had stuck around. 
But at the same time, you absolutely 
cannot blame these players for wanting 
to collect their pay checks. If I was in 
their shoes, I would act no differently. 

So, finally, I believe the rule requiring 
high school basketball players to spend 
a year in college should be abolished. If 
they’re good enough to be in the NBA, 
playing one year in college won’t help 
them. There have been high school 
basketball players who didn’t pan out 
in the NBA; why wait a year to find out 
if they can or can’t play? n

“... you win the national championship,

all’s well 
that ends well, right?

Yoos got nothin’ on me
Clint Yoos
Why be played instead of being paid?
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The boys team is off to a tough start, losing against Perry with a score of 90-47, and a loss to 
Jackson with a score of 108-28. However, later that week in the North Canton Relays, they 
were able to pull through and place fourth out of eight competing teams. The boys also had a 
big win against Mckinley, beating them by five points.

sports.The Viking Views

Who’s Hot?

Who’s not?
Who’s Hot?

Who’s not?Spring is in the air, and the competition is starting to heat up. 
Athletes are running in order to get ready, and the softball 
team is continuing its winning ways.

After reclaiming the sate championship last year, the girls are 
off to yet another fast start. Their new field is under construction, 
and they’ll look to win another trophy as they prepare for new ac-
comodations. 

In other news, the baseball team lost two of its last three games. 
However, they began to heat up with a 5-3 win against Perry. 
They’ll look to continue to build momentum as they go through 
the regular season.

The track teams have had a neutral start to the season thus far. 
The girls have been able to begin with a 2-1 record and will look to 
shift into gear as they match-up with upcoming opponents. Addi-
tionally, the boys haven’t had quite the start they wanted, but they 

are beginning to improve. They boosted their record to 1-2 as 
they took a narrow victory against Canton McKinley. 

The girls lacrosse team is off to a beautiful start to the sea-
son. Thus far, they haven’t lost a game. They’ll look to con-
tinue their winning ways as they take on opponents in Green 
and Brunswick. 

Furthermore, the boys lacrosse team has been playing tough 
competition, and they are sporting a record of 3-3. For scores 
from their March games, check the updates above.

Lastly, the boys tennis team has had an incredible start; 
they’ve won five of their first six games. The only loss came in 
a close match with Lake, where the Vikings were barely edged 
3-2. 

- Compiled by Clint Yoos

Sports-In-Brief

Baseball 

Boys track 

-Maddie Morrow

-Ali McNeese

- Kirsty Malloy

Boys Lacrosse
The boys lacrosse team had a game against Archbishop Hoban Mar. 24 and came out on top with a score of 
16-3. They were then defeated by Rocky River Mar. 27 with a score of 7-4. However, the boys came back 
Mar. 29, beating Walsh Jesuit 15-6. Unfortunately, St. Edwards beat the boys Mar. 31 with a score of 9-6. 

The baseball season had a strong start, winning the first six games of the season. Despite a disappointing loss to 
Perry 12-2 Apr.10, the team hit back with a 5-3 win two days later. The boys next game is against Timken Apr. 14.  
The team’s current record is 9-3. 

The girls softball teams are both off to a fiery, undefeated start. The varsity girls hold a record of 6-0 while 
JV is 7-0. The girl’s next home game will be on April 17 at 5pm against Glenoak.  

Softball

-Kelsea Daniluk

Sports Updates
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With an impressive 2011 season as Federal League Champion at third singles and 
an overall career record of 54 wins and 14 losses, junior Robby DeMarco’s future 
in tennis is looking bright.

Playing seven matches so far this season, DeMarco has shown his skill and has already 
bumped himself up to the team’s number one singles player. His coach, Ryan Shaffer, is 
already seeing improvements.

“Rob’s strengths are his court awareness and his shot making ability,” he said. “Playing 
number one is a substantial jump from playing number three, but he has made a smooth 
transition and is playing better every match.”

While Shaffer has high hopes for DeMarco, his parents also support his love for tennis.
“My parents have helped me the most because they want to see me have fun and be 

successful, and they help push me to get better,” DeMarco said.
Though memories are made during the season with close teammates, it’s the competition 

aspect that makes DeMarco love the sport.
“My favorite thing is the competition,” he said. “I love to compete and there is constant 

competition in tennis.”
His “ability as a leader and player” is what Shaffer believes will make him successful.
“Hopefully over the next year and a half, his improvement will make him one of the 

best,” Shaffer said.

Story By: Maddie Tauscher n  Photo by: Jesse Sanchez-Strauss

Story by: Ali McNeese n Photo by: Jesse Sanchez-Strauss

- Compiled by Clint Yoos

While many head to the stadium to watch the runners, not many consider 
crossing the street to come see the throwers. Yet, how can up to forty 
people go unnoticed in almost every meet? Each athlete dedicates their 

time to participate in the sport. 
For sophomore Mollie Wright, having the opportunity to participate as a thrower 

is great.
“I absolutely love throwing,” Wright said. “It is one of the best things I have 

ever done.”
Wright has been throwing since her eighth grade year and has built multiple 

relationships with her teammates.
Fellow teammate, and classmate, sophomore McKayla Morris views Wright as 

a positive influence on the team. 
“Mollie is a really positive person to be around,” Morris said. “I don’t think I 

have ever heard her say a mean thing. She always makes other people laugh.”
Wright has built many friendships over the years and said that her favorite thing 

about being able to participate in throwing would be the team. 
“There are so many people on the team that I love,” Wright said. “It is just a fun 

environment to be in.”
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(clockwise from top left) Girls lacrosse player Monica Albertson guards the ball during 
their scrimmage against Brunswick. n Sophomore Joey Shreve pole vaults during the 
track meet against Jackson. The boys lost 108 to 29. n Junior Austin Feinberg swings 
the bat. The boys beat Marlington with a score of 11 to 5. n
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