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religion (ri-lij-uhn)
noun. a specific fundamental set of beliefs and 
practices generally agreed upon by a number of 

persons or sects
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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspaper 

produced 10 times a year to approximately 1,900 
students and staff, as well as members of the com-
munity. As student editors make content decisions 
independently of the school’s staff and administra-
tion, the paper is considered a forum for student 
opinion. It is therefore exempt from prior review or 
restraint in both principle and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encour-
aged. Letters must be signed, but, upon request, 
they may be published anonymously at the discre-
tion of the staff. The Viking Views reserves the right 
to edit letters for space and content in order to main-
tain the paper’s high standards against obscenity, 
libelous material, and personal attacks. Letters that 
exhibit a blatant disregard for such standards will not 
be considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a major-
ity of the editorial board. No one individual may be 
held responsible for the opinions expressed therein. 
Signed editorials and columns reflect the opinion 
of the writer and not The Viking Views, adviser or 
school. The Viking Views takes all measures possible 
to make a clear distinction between fact and opinion 
in all news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views will print 
retractions as they are brought to the attention of the 
staff.                       

The Viking Views
Hoover High School
525 Seventh St. NE
North Canton, OH 44720

Email: vv1nc@northcanton.sparcc.org
Web: www.northcanton.sparcc.org/~vv1nc
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dear readers,
As the days grow longer and 

the smell of spring fills the air, our 
anticipation for warmer weather is 
right around the corner. It is late 
February, but it is less than a week 
until March when spring sports will 
begin to fill box scores and break 
records. 

We at The Viking Views are 
waiting for the sun to linger past 
six o’clock so we can soak up our 
overdue vitamin D. 

While we pray for the sweet 
smell of spring, this issue takes a 
look at how others pray and their 
religious beliefs. With many reli-
gions around the world, tolerance 
is key when viewing all sides of 
people’s faith. 

Heated discussions result due 
to uninformed participants who 
are close-minded and refuse to lis-
ten to another’s beliefs.

To end such conversations, or at 
least to inform the participants, we 

have collected the data and facts 
for you. Read about Christianity, 
Islam, agnosticism and atheism 
to have a more intelligent and cul-
tural conversation. 

Although you are allowed to 
be passionate about your beliefs, 
we suggest you listen and think 
before you speak. By allowing 
your thoughts to settle before you 
speak, you will formulate a better 
retort and not say something you 
regret. Do not get caught in the 
heat of the moment. 

Even if your opinion is correct 
in your mind, people were raised 
to believe in a certain faith and at-
titudes may be permanent. If you 
are adamant about your ideas, feel 
free to express them, but to not im-
press them upon others. 

No matter what belief system 
you follow, stay strong in your be-
liefs and do not let others cloud 
your vision.

On The Cover
By examining world religion and its denominations, 
The Viking Views attempts to define faith.
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY CAROLINE HILL AND ANDREW KRIGLINE
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EN FORMAL
WINTER 

n (clockwise from top left) Senior Holly Axline walks through the 
crowd  to accept her crowning of Winter Formal court. n Junior Tan-
ner Schwaub enjoys a glass of punch while dancing on the dance 
floor. n Sophomores Brandon Johnson and Ashley Hinderer enjoy 
each other’s company while slow dancing. n Staff chaperones Miss 
Ashley Duerr and Mrs. Angela Smith dance along with students while 
dressed as characters from “Alice in Wonderland.” This year’s theme 
for Winter Formal was “Alice in Wonderland.” Winter Formal was held  
Feb. 12. 
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Project MOSAIC teaches tolerance
sity and participate in group discussions.

“[Project MOSAIC] gets our students 
to come together in one group rather than 
cliques,” he said.

Senior Erin Culver, who has also been 
involved with Project MOSAIC since her 
freshman year, said the challenge day im-
pacts everyone involved.

 “No matter who you are, you leave dif-
ferently than you came,” she said.

Smith said Project MOSAIC, which 
stands for ‘Molding Our Students to be Ac-
cepting, Insightful, and Compassionate,’ 
tries to accomplish just that. 

“We’re all people and we all need to get 
along together,” Smith said.

Smith said this year’s topic of focus will 
be bullying, what causes it and how to re-
spond.

“We did a survey last year, and a lot 
of students said [bullying] was their main 

concern,” she said. “I hope they become 
more aware of situations that are consid-
ered bullying.”

Although Project MOSAIC is currently 
limited to one day a year, Smith and Rife 
both said they would like to see it expand 
in the future.

“I hope it continues to grow even after 
I’m gone,” Rife said. “I would like to get 
the whole school involved…it’s slowly 
getting stronger and gaining popularity.”

Culver agreed and said Project MO-
SAIC teaches a lesson that is valuable for 
everyone to learn.

“It’s inevitable to meet someone differ-
ent from yourself, and the sooner we learn 
to love and respect one another, the better 
off we will all be,” she said.

Smith agreed.
“This world is much better with love in 

it than hate,” she said.

Alexa Costi
Staff Writer

Tori Christ
Staff Writer

Juniors and seniors will have a new 
option when it comes to scheduling 
classes next year.

Hoover plans to implement blended 
learning classes for juniors and seniors for 
the upcoming school year. These classes 
will combine online courses with in-class 
instruction.

According to Mr. Paul McIntyre, who is 
head of the project with Mr. Todd Henne, 
discussions of blended learning started last 
spring.

Henne said online learning is becoming 
more popular, especially in the college 
setting.

“When kids go off to college a lot of 
them are being forced to take an online 
course,” he said. “We’re always trying to 
prepare our students for the next level.”

The school is looking to implement 
blended learning for many reasons, 
according to Henne. One of these reasons 
is to help to eliminate some scheduling 
conflicts with students.

“This is the logical step for us to take 
right now,” he said.

According to the 2011-2012 Hoover 
course description book, blending learning 
classes will be scheduled using the A/B day 

schedule. The students will spend either 
of those days in the classroom with the 
teacher, and on the other day they will have 
a study hall, another blended learning class 
or early dismissal.

Henne said the blended learning 
program will combine both traditional and 
online learning.

“You’ll have half the time in the class 
with the teacher,” he said.

McIntyre said a main goal 
of blending learning is “to 
be able to learn in a setting 
that’s more appropriate for 
that individual.” He said it is 
a good option for students to 
consider, though it is not for 
everyone.

“The  whole purpose for trying 
alternatives is to provide them with 
an environment that makes it a better 
environment for them to learn,” McIntyre                                                                                                                                         
said. “Not all kids will be successful at 
blended learning, just like not all kids will 
be successful sitting in rows.”

McIntyre said technology plays a vital 
role for students today.

“Today’s generation has so much more at 
[its] fingertips and has become accustomed 
to it,” he said. “The use of that technology 
is just second nature.”

As a result of the increased technology 
usage, McIntyre said it is important 
to incorporate technology into school 
systems.

“We see the opportunity to use blended 
learning as a way to bring technology into 
the learning environment,” he said. 

According to McIntyre, final decisions 
about blended learning classes will be made 
later on in the year, after students schedule 

their classes for the next year. At the end 
of March the school will know the student 
interest level.

“If there’s enough students that sign up 
for a course, then the class will run,” he 
said.

McIntyre said blending learning will 
provide students with a combination of 
appropriate learning styles.

“We feel it gives them the best of 
both worlds,” he said. “It gives them the 
flexibility that they can keep a little more 
at their pace.” nv

“Not all kids will be successful at 
blended learning, just like not all kids 

will be successful sitting in rows.”
-Mr. Paul McIntyre

According to citydata.com, 96 per-
cent of the residents in North Can-
ton are Caucasian. That does not 

leave a lot of room for diversity. However, 
Hoover has found a way to embrace the 
little diversity that exists.

AP psychology teacher Mrs. Angela 
Smith said Project MOSAIC, now it its 
fourth year, is an annual gathering of se-
lected students to discuss diversity, racism 
and tolerance. 

“We just want to make students more 
accepting of others,” she said.

According to senior Lucas Rife, who has 
been involved with Project MOSAIC since 
its beginning, Project MOSAIC Challenge 
Day is an all-day event, during which the 
participants listen to guest speakers, play 
games, watch a movie dealing with diver- nv

A new style of  learning 
Hoover to offer courses assisted by technology
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In April 2010, House Bill 30 was 
passed declaring a mandate on all day-
everyday kindergarten. Currently, the 

North Canton school district struggles to 
make it work the best way possible. 

Last year, the district obtained a waiver, 

allowing more time to plan for the expenses 
and space issues that come with this change. 
Regardless of the bill, Superintendent Mr. 
Michael Gallina said the district has been 
considering all-day kindergarten for some 
time. 

“This has been under careful thought 
and planning for several years,” he said. 

“Right now, the time seems right to deliver 
this program.”

Mr. Mike Eastman, parent of three, said 
he supports all day kindergarten.

“Studies have shown that most 
kindergarteners are not only ready for all 
day kindergarten, but they thrive on it,” 
Eastman said. “Their test scores in math 

Building changes shake up district
Amy Roshak
Staff Writer
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North Canton plans to introduce all-day kindergarten



S. Kumi, the director of the Blue Ribbon 
Schools Program, the winners of the 
award will be honored at a ceremony in 
Washington D.C. 

“For many schools, a blue ribbon flag 
waving overhead has become a trademark 
of excellence,” she said in the letter.

Henne said he hopes Hoover will win 
the award.

“We’re going to do our best to do what 
presents our philosophy of education and 
hopefully they’ll find that all acceptable 
and grant us that award,” he said.

Gallina said he also wants to see the day 
Hoover will receive the award.

“Our excellence, pride and performance 
will be recognized at the national level,” he 
said.
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Hoover applies for national excellence
Emily Jakowski
Staff Writer

and reading are much higher than those 
who attend half day kindergarten.” 

While Eastman said most parents agree 
with all day kindergarten, North Canton’s 
Curriculum Director Mrs. Peggy Savage 
said it is not mandatory for all parents. 

“By law, parents don’t have to send their 
children to all day kindergarten,” she said. 
“They may choose to take their kids out 
early.”

There are several plans to put 
all day kindergarten in action, 
including the Elementary Service 
Plan (ESP) and the K-5 plan. In 
the ESP, administration plans to 
make Northwood and Clearmount 
buildings for kindergarten through 
second grade, and Greentown and 
Orchard Hill will be buildings for 
third through fifth grade. The K-5 
plan proposes that kindergartners 
be dispersed         to the elementary 
school   closest to where they live. 

In both plans, the Charlotte 
building, which costs $80,000 
annually and is currently shelter 
to the Y-Care, North Canton Heritage 
Society and Special Education Offices, 
will be leveled off and memorialized with 
a park and play fields. These services in 
the Charlotte building will be moved to the 
Portage building.  

While agreeing with the idea of all day 
kindergarten, Mrs. Laura Maxim, parent of 
two, said in an e-mail interview she does 
not approve of the way administration is 
going about the change. 

“The ESP plan would put my children 

in two different schools which makes it 
impractical for me as a parent,” Maxim 
said. “I would be involved less in terms of 
volunteering and my donations to the PTA 
would be split in half.”

Furthermore, Maxim said her kids do 
not like the change either.

“My daughter came home from school 
having a panic attack when she heard 

that the ESP plan would divide the grade 
schools into K-2/3-5,” she said. “Although 
she is only in second grade, she is mature 
enough to realize that this plan is totally 
detrimental for us as a family and for the 
community.”

Eastman disagreed.
“It will be great,” he said. “My third-

grader-to-be is thrilled that he will get to see 
and go to school with all his friends that now 
go to Northwood. My to-be kindergartner 
can’t wait to start all day kindergarten and 

Hoover reached new heights when 
the district was nominated by the 
Ohio Department of Education to 

receive the Blue Ribbon School award from 
the United States Department of Education. 
Superintendent Mr. Michael Gallina said 
this is a prestigious honor.

“What it means is that your state has 
recognized you as one of the very best to 
be considered for the national award,” he 
said. 

Assistant principle Mr. Todd Henne said 
Hoover was one of few schools in Ohio to 
be nominated.

“Amongst thousands and thousands 
we’re one of about 14,” he said. nv

“Studies have shown that 
most kindergartners are 
not only ready for all day 
kindergarten, but they 

thrive on it.”
-Mr. Mike Eastman

could care less where he goes to school as 
long as it’s not Jackson.”

Savage said she is aware of the 
controversy over the ESP, but believes this 
program will offer tremendous benefits. 

“All day kindergarten will offer 
increased time for more strategic thinking 
and a follow through as well as multicultural 
experiences,” she said. “The neat thing 

with ESP is the K-2 buildings will 
all be focused on learning to read, 
and then the 3-5 buildings will be 
focused on reading to learn.”

Maxim said she still prefers the 
K-5 plan.

“My children act like twins,” 
she said. “They want to be on 
the same bus and go to the same 
elementary school, and they 
are at the age where this aspect 
matters tremendously. They feel 
safe and secure being together. If 
my children are scattered at two 
different elementary schools, their 
bond will suffer greatly.”

At a meeting Feb. 9, Savage 
said she will do her best to make a wise 
decision.

“I know that change is hard,” Savage 
said. “I also want you to know that I love 
this school district. No decisions will be 
made without careful thought.” 

Regardless of the outcome, Eastman said 
he trusts the school district’s judgment.

“I fully support Mr. Gallina, the 
administration and the school board to do 
what they feel is best for our students,” she 
said. “It is why we elected them.”

Henne said Hoover was selected as a 
recipient primarily because of high test 
scores. 

“It’s not necessarily something we 
applied for, but they kind of found us based 
on our test scores,” he said.

Gallina said he was enthusiastic about 
receiving the award. 

“I’m excited and equally as proud of our 
students, staff and families,” he said. “The 
community of North Canton has done an 
awesome job of supporting its schools.”

Henne agreed.
“It’s a great honor,” he said. “It’s a 

reflection of our students and their families 
and our teachers and that all three of those 
place a high value on education.” 

According to a Dec. 16 letter from Aba 

nv
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Do you want to reach 
the teen market?

Advertise 
HERE 

2010-2011

Call 330.497.5620, X-489
and ask for Mara









Sunday Nights

Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
of Stark County, Ohio, Inc.

Joe L. Carpenter, DMD
Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

6653 Frank Ave. NW 
North Canton, Ohio 44720

       330. 498.9920 
Fax 330.498.9921
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n (Above) Senior Shamus Johnson 
signed with Ohio Dominican University 
Feb. 6. His family and friends were in at-
tendance.

n The induction ceremony for National 
Honor Society was held Jan. 31 in Hoover 
Hall. Three seniors and 76 juniors were 
inducted.

n Mr. Dave Reese was chosen to be the 
Vital Viking for the month of February.

n American Sign Language students 
and instructors will be interpreting “Aida” 
Feb. 26. Deaf individuals are invited to 
attend.

n Hoover High School’s band attended 
the OMEA solo and ensemble adjudicated 
event Feb. 19. The OMEA state orchestra 
adjudicated event will be held Feb. 26.  

n The youth cheer clinic hosted by the 
Hoover High cheerleaders will be held  
Feb. 26. All girls from grades K-7th are 
welcome to come to learn cheerleading 
fundamentals.

n Starting tonight the play, “Elephant 
Man,” will be held at the Canton Civic 
Center. Tickets are $10. 

n The annual Canton Repository Battle of 
the Bands will be held 7 p.m. March 5 at 
the palace theater. Tickets are $6.

n Tennis coach Mr. Ryan Shaffer will be 
inducted into the Ohio Tennis Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame.

n Wrestlers Andy Fausnight, Tyler 
Newbaurer and Ryan Teis were 
announced as all federal leagues second 
team. Joe Howard and Connor Grasinger 
were recognized as honorable mentions 
as well.

n Ohio Graduation Testing will be dur-
ing the week of March 14. All tests will 
take place between 7:25 and 10:05. The 
schedule is as follows:
Monday, March 14: Reading  
Tuesday, March 15: Math 
Wednesday, March 16: Writing 
Thursday, March 17: Science 
Friday, March 18: Social Studies

COMPILED BY MARSHA DUFF
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B-Sox Blitz 2012
The Barbush Family
Belmont Business Systems
   - John and Patty Crofford 
Consumers National Bank
   - Larry Marcus
Craig and Andrea Haueter
Darrell N. Markijohn, Esq., LLC
David J. Farinacci, D.D.S.
Drs. Belles & Rath, Family
   Optometrist
Drs. Bernard & Eimer Inc.
Drs. Brandau & Unger 
   - General & Family Dentistry 
Dr. Gary L. Giammarco 
Finneys Inc.
Homer R. Richards Co., LPA
I Sq. R Power Cable
The Judy Family
Key Investment Services, LLC
   - Peggy Yoos
Kumon Math and Reading
Larry J. Brandau DDS LLC
Mike & Sherry Huth
North Canton Vision Center
   - Mark L. Mason, O.D.
   - Randall H. Blevins, O.D. 
Robert K. Osborne, D.D.S.
Saltis Insurance Company

Subscribers

thank you 
for your support

Patron

ANDREW
 KRIGLINE
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Graduation Bucket List

When I was first asked to write this story about 
buckets, I was immediately suspicious that The 
Viking Views was ripping off that 2007 romantic 

comedy called “The Bucket List.” I’ve actually never seen 
it. (I heard it was so awful, it made everyone cry.) But 
I also heard the movie is basically about Jack Nicholson 
and Morgan Freeman as they fall in love and attempt to 
do everything they’ve ever wanted to do before they are 
ultimately murdered by fate.

Now, I know what you’re thinking... “What a dumb idea for 
a movie! It doesn’t even have anything to do with buckets!” I 
feel the exact same way. It reminded me of that movie “My 
Girl” where Macauley Culkin falls in love with some actress 
no one cares about and they have as much fun as they can 
until Macauley Culkin is eaten alive by killer bumblebees. 
That movie was emotionally disgusting 
and overdramatic. I’m allergic to cats 
but you don’t see a wild pack of kittens 
attacking me to death in the middle of 
the woods! 

But perhaps I’m being insensitive. 
Perhaps nonexistent buckets and killer 
bumblebees aren’t the point of these 
silly romantic comedies at all. The point 
is death. Or in this case, graduation. 
Both of which happen to all of us unless 
you happen to be a high school drop-
out or a cockroach. I’ve never been one 
for sappy messages, but what I’m trying 
to draw from these movies is, we’re 
all going to die (or graduate) no matter what, so until that 
happens, you might as well have some fun. 

I, myself, have always been a blast in a glass. I’m like 
a walking parade! But I wanted to take this idea of a 
“Graduation Bucket List” as an excuse to be extremely 
reckless and wild. I mean, my graduation bucket list was 
just plain sinful. But you know what they say, you can live life 
sitting in a chair or you can live life partying it up, breaking 
chairs. The choice is yours. 

First on my immoral graduation bucket list was eating 47 
bowls of turkey gravy. (I wanted to start off slow.) At first, 
I had no idea what turkey gravy was. “Why are the lunch 
ladies putting mashed potatoes on a tray and then sneezing 
on them?” I asked the lunch lady. She looked extremely 
offended and sad, so to boost her confidence, I took 46 
extra bowls. (In my experience, there’s no better way to 
flatter a lady than to spend $50 on cafeteria food.) And it was 
worth it! What a delicious tray of food! Unfortunately, I was 

later taken to the emergency room where the nice doctors 
were forced to cut open my stomach before it exploded. 
“Ew! Who put mashed potatoes all up in this stomach and 
then sneezed on them?!” one doctor asked. I was extremely 
sad and offended, so to boost my confidence, that doctor 
went to the hospital cafeteria and spent $50 on food. Sure, 
I couldn’t eat it until my stomach deflated, but it made me 
very happy. “You sure know how to flatter a lady!” I said to 
that fine gentleman.

Once I was released from the hospital, I decided to tone 
down my adventurous bucket list journey. Graduation bucket 
lists should include cute, wholesome goals like buying 
a letterman jacket or going to a football game covered in 
paint. One person told me a nice bucket list item would be 
to tell a teacher how much I appreciate them. Immediately 

I started thinking of who would be a 
perfect person to appreciate.

Miss Walker. I’ve had some pretty 
good teachers in my day, but no one has 
more playful sass or trendy outfits than 
Miss Walker! So to give her the biggest 
PDA (public display of appreciation) 
imaginable, I enlisted the loudest and 
proudest staff member in this building: 
Mrs. Smith. I used to be absolutely 
terrified as she would scream “GOOD 
MORNING!” in my face every day last 
year as I entered through J hallway. She 
would obviously be the perfect person 
to wake up Miss Walker with me. So 

one morning, I waddled down to Miss Walker’s room with 
Mrs. Smith (who had no idea what was going on) and I had 
my foghorn and pixie dust ready. As soon as Mrs. Smith 
blew the foghorn, the door flew open and I screamed “I 
APPRECIATE YOU!” as I bombarded Miss Walker with 
pixie dust. It would have been perfect, except Miss Walker 
wasn’t even there. Of course I would choose the one day 
she misses school in 20 years to assault her with gratitude! 
Now poor Mr. Orphanides is probably still covered in pixie 
dust. Oh well. At least he knows I appreciate him.

I think I should hold off on my reckless bucket list for 
now. I’ve made too many people cry and I think I took that 
“partying it up and breaking chairs” line too seriously—I’ll 
probably never be allowed in La-Z-Boy Furniture store ever 
again. So maybe it would be wise for you to ignore everything 
I’ve said here except this: Life in high school is not a bag of 
pixie dust. So live every day to its fullest until your heart, and 
maybe even your stomach, ultimately explode.

n Commentary by Kyle Marcus
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Receive your driver’s license
Letter in sports or academics

Have your name in the newspaper
Break the record on turkey gravy day
Attempt to receive an Honor’s diploma
Donate blood once you turn seventeen

Express your appreciation for teachers
Learn an interesting foreign language
Paint the rock in front of the school
Go to a Midnight movie premiere
Date the guy or girl of your dreams

Learn how to do laundry
Dress up for every day of Spirit Week
Get a decent score on the ACT or SAT

Get a letterman jacket
Apply for colleges and scholarships

Go to a concert on a school night
Learn to play a new musical instrument
Take a fun elective with your friends

Audition for a musical or play
Paint up for a sporting event

Make a scrapbook of memorable photos
Befriend a foreign exchange student

Go to a fun dance party or throw your own
Reach 500 friends on Facebook

Get a job to make money
Go on a roadtrip or college visit

Try your best to eat healthy or work out
Go to junior and senior prom
Skip school just to sleep all day

Find a way to survive and enjoy high school

I want to hug 
Mr. Breit before 

I graduate.
– Freshman 
Mary Avery

Some students try 
to break past record 
and get 13 bowls.
– Mrs. Mary Zucal

Everyone has to 
drive at some 

point in their lives.
– Sophomore 

Jasmine Crump

I love getting ready 
and wearing dresses. 
– Sophomore Jasmine 

Crump

Applying for college 
is tricky. All of them 

are sending you 
mail; it’s annoying.
– Junior Liz Reink

It’s [benefitial] if 
you need money.
– Junior Liz Reink

We’re awesome.
– Senior Silas 
Bredemeier

I plan on going to 
all of the midnight 
premieres I want 

this summer.
– Sophomore 

Jasmine Crump
If the themes are 
fun then the week 

will follow suit.
– Junior Matt 

Partridge

Marine Biology’s 
a lot of work but 
it’s cool though.
– Senior Maria 

Richards

n Compiled by Chelsea Roden

ILLUSTRATIONS BY RACHEL BARAN
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Do you want to reach 

the teen market?

Advertise 
HERE 

for
2010-2011

with The Viking Views
Call 

330.497.5620 
X-489

and ask for Mara





 of Ohio L.L.C.














 Coupon not valid with any other offer.  Coupon not for sale.  One 
coupon per person per visit.  Closed  Sundays.  

 Chick-fil-A®, Eat Mor Chikin®, the Chick-fil-A® cow and Waffle 
Potato Fries® are trademarks of CFA Properties, Inc.

 Valid at: Dressler Road Location Only
 Please use by: May 30,2011

Free Chick-fil-A® Chicken 
Sandwich

with the purchase of medium Waffle Potato Fries®
and medium drink.

Services Available Only At
6404 Martket Ave. N. Canton

(Market & Easton)
Mon.-Fri. 7a.m. til 7p.m.

Sat. & Sun. 10a.m. til 3p.m.

Professionally Cleaned Inside & Out
(Water Repel Available For An Additional Nominal Charge)
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Most students have heard a version 
of this lecture from their English 
teachers: “Do not say these words 

referring to anything but the novel,” when 
reading the expletive language in some 
required literature. But, for sophomores 
reading Mark Twain’s “The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn,” this speech may soon 
be a thing of the past.  

An Alabama publisher, NewSouth 
Books, is creating a new edition of this 
classic American novel to “counter 
preemptive censorship.” This edition 

replaces the ‘n-word,’ which is used more 
than 200 times in “Huck Finn,” to ‘slave’ 
and the slur ‘injun,’ which refers to one 
of the main characters, ‘Injun Joe,’ to 
‘Indian.’

Written in 1885 and never before 
censored, the novel tells the story of a 
pre-civil war southern Caucasian boy’s 
viewpoints of his adventure down the 
Mississippi River with a runaway slave. 

In this setting, English teacher Mr. Andy 
Rankin said this dialect is necessary.

“This is an example of regionalism, 
capturing specific regions through writing,” 
he said. “Slavery was still a part of the 
country and [Twain’s diction] depicted 
things as they were.”

Junior Eric Yoder said he agreed the 
slang portrays the time period.

“It was written in a time period when the 
‘n-word’ and other negative terms were not 
as big of an issue,” he said. 

This change is very controversial, with 
many opposed. Rankin said he agreed with 
this resistance.

“Mark Twain wrote it the way it was 
supposed to be written,” he said. “It allows 

for good discussion.”
Mrs. Peggy Savage, curriculum director, 

said she is not aware of parents complaining 
about the novel. 

However, Rankin said he sees why this 
action has been put into place. 

“What fueled their decision is the 
‘n-word,’” he said. “Their intentions 
are in the right place. It gives people the 
opportunity to read the book the way they 
want to.” 

Yoder said he sees this change in a 

different light. 
“If we are going to edit Twain’s book 

then we should edit everything with 
the ‘n-word’, and that obviously won’t 
happen,” he said. 

According to the Encyclopedia of 
Swearing, the ‘n-word’ has changed over 
time, in three main stages. The first is a 
descriptive, non-offensive term used from 
around 1574-1840. The second stage 
is a highly offensive form, used from 
1840-today and the third form that is also 
used today is a domesticated, affectionate 
form used among the black community.

Although the slang in the novel is 

controversial, Rankin said he does not 
believe it is directly hurtful to people.

“I think out of context it can be 
offensive,” he said. 

Junior Hannah Christ agreed, having 
personal experience with the issue. 

“It doesn’t offend me because it’s not 
like someone’s saying it to me,” she said. 

Rankin said he believes censoring 
the novel will take away from Twain’s 
use of raw and mature material to attack 
the traditional Southern attitudes during 
slavery.

“You are quickly able to understand 
that this is an anti-slavery, anti-racial 
discrimination novel,” he said. 

Christ agreed. 
“[Censoring the novel] makes it lose 

historical value and the novel won’t have 
the same effect,” she said.

“Huck Finn” is not the only novel that 
has been disputed. “The Catcher in the 
Rye,” “Fahrenheit 451” and “The Grapes 
of Wrath” are also novels that have been 
censored, banned or challenged. 

Rankin said believes censoring should 
never be the answer. 

“Some books are not appropriate in 
context, but I do not think there should be 
censorship,” he said. “Parents can choose 
age appropriate books for their children. 
[Teachers] can’t force students to read a 
book.”

Censoring a classic
Mara Nickel
Staff Writer

“You are quickly able to  understand that this is an anti-slavery, anti-
racial discrimination novel.” — Mr. Andy Rankin

Publishing company edits Twain’s ‘Huckleberry Finn’
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What is something you look forward 
to every day? 
I look forward to seeing my friends 
every day.  

What was the last book you read? 
The last book I read was probably 
some sappy love story; that’s all I 
ever read. I’m currently reading “Love 
Walked In.” 

What is a quote you live by? 
“Everyone knows what they want; 
the hard part is knowing what you’re 
willing to give up to get it.” 

What are you afraid of? 
Regret. I want to look back on my life 
someday with a smile on my face, not 
wondering what could have been.
 
What are your plans after high 
school? 
My plans after high school would 
be attending college, and perhaps 
entering a profession dealing with 
political science.
 
What was your favorite TV show as 
a child? 
Hands down, I love “That’s So Raven.” 
It was a bit of an obsession.
 
If you could destroy one thing, what 
would it be? 
I would destroy judgment of others. 
It’s so pointless and hurtful.
 
What do you consider your best 
quality? 
I guess my best quality is that I’m loyal 
to others. 
 
What is your favorite food? Why? 
That’s easy. My favorite food is 
anything with BBQ sauce on it. 
Particularly ribs. 

Story by Emily Deeds
Photo by Marsha Duff
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At one time or another, many chil-
dren have participated in base-
ball, basketball or other organized 

sports. But for sophomore Tasse Hammond 
her passion has never been for the “tradi-
tional” sports.

Hammond has attended various hunt-
ing trips with her father since she was four 
years old and began synchronized swim-
ming during the second grade.

Hammond swims at the Natatorium 
in Canton several days a week and said it 
takes a huge amount of dedication and per-
severance. 

“[Swimming has] taught me to never 
give up,” she said. “No matter how hard 
things seem, or if you feel like you’re not 
good at something, never give up.”

George Hammond, Hammond’s father, 

agreed.
 “She has quite a bit of dedication,” he 

said. “She gets up at four every morning 
and she swims three to four days a week 
and on Saturdays. It takes a tremendous 
amount effort on her part.”

Although practices can be grueling and 
time consuming, Hammond said partici-
pating in synchronized swimming has its 
rewards.

“I love the competition,” she said. 
“Knowing that you’ve worked hard to beat 
someone else and achieved that goal is 
great.”

While she spends many hours in the 
pool, she still finds the time to pursue her 
interests in hunting. George Hammond in-
spired Hammond’s love for hunting, but 
she said she was never pressured to partici-
pate.

“My dad has always hunted,” she said. 
“I’ve been around guns my entire life and 
he’s been hunting around the world. So re-
ally, he’s what got me into it.”

George Hammond said hunting allows 
him to form a closer bond with his daugh-
ter.

“It’s something I’ve always done,” he 

said. “When she was little, I took her out 
with me. The fact that we’re always togeth-
er, that’s the main goal. If we shoot some-
thing, that’s really just a big bonus.”

Hammond said although hunting can be 
a slow process, it is worth the wait.

“It’s really exciting when you shoot 
something,” she said. “It takes patience but 
when you do get [the shot], it’s really re-
warding.”

George Hammond said he believes 
Hammond has a natural talent for hunting. 

“She has the ability to be quiet,” he 
said. “She was always a studious child and 
she has a natural knack for being in the 
woods.”

Hammond said she plans on hunting for 
the remainder of her life. 

“I definitely plan on continuing hunt-
ing,” Hammond said. “It’s definitely some-
thing I want to teach my kids. I will be do-

ing that in my adulthood.”
As well as swimming and hunting, Ham-

mond said she is also involved in Leader-
ship Club here at Hoover. 

“She is a very caring person,” George 
Hammond said. 

Sophomore Tiffany Lee met Hammond 
in first grade and said their friendship has 
remained strong ever since. 

“She’s someone who will do anything 
for you,” Lee said. “We grew up together 
because we’re both only children. We’ve 
never fought and even though we don’t 
have the same things in common we still 
get along really well.” 

Hammond also said their friendship is 
something she values.

“I love my friends,” she said. “I can tell 
them anything because they are the sort of 
people I am always comfortable around.”

Although Hammond is still making 
plans for her future after high school, she 
said she is taking time to enjoy the friends 
she has made and the activities she loves 
along the way.

“I’m pretty much happy go lucky,” she 
said. “I love life and try to take it one step 
at a time.”

“She’s someone who will do     
anything for you.”

- Tiffany Lee
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All my problems would disappear and I 
would color in my “Strawberry Shortcake” 
coloring book. But it’s at those frustrated, 
wishful moments that I remember all the 
things I have. 

I know many of you feel the same way. 
We get so caught up in our day to day 
troubles that we forget to look at the bigger 
picture. We forget that our problems are 
miniscule compared to others. What 
seems like a mountain to us is only a grain 
of sand. What will it take to get us to stop 
stressing over the small stuff, and see 
what’s going on in the world around us? 
There are homeless people everywhere, 
starving and cold, without families or 
friends. Then we have the soldiers who 

are often 
deg raded 
by media 
and don’t 
even get to 
see their 
f a m i l i e s 
for the 

holidays. We need to take a step back 
and realize what’s really important in life. 
God has blessed each and every one of 
us in so many ways and we should be 
thankful for those blessings. The sickest 
most of us have ever gotten is a flu, or 
maybe mono. But some people out there 
have terminal diseases or HIV. We live in 
a decent city, state and country. We have 
rights most people would kill for.

Don’t let our minor hardships control 
us and our attitudes. Take control of them. 
I see so many sad, gloomy faces as I walk 
down the hallways. It takes 17 muscles 
to smile; use them. Show the world your 
shining face, and let it be known how 
vibrant you can be. And no matter how 
cheesy that sounds, a nice big smile can 
say a lot about a person. 

So let’s cheer up, folks! Stress doesn’t 
have to control your life, and just because 
something doesn’t work out the way we 
want it to, doesn’t mean we can’t be 
happy. Happiness is a choice, not a mere 
series of lucky circumstances. We have 
the power to decide who we want to be. 
I’ve made my decision to be happy, have 
you?

I don’t know 
about you guys, 
but between 

school, sports and 
various other school 
activities, I’m pretty 
stressed. 

I’m constantly 
doing something 
and I feel like I 

no longer have a life. Even on the 
weekends, I’m busy catching up on work 
that I got behind in during the previous 
week, or studying for an AP Bio test that 
I’m probably not going to do too hot on 
anyway. Weekends are no longer “fun” 
for me, but rather they serve as a buffer 
to redeem myself. 

When it comes to 
sports, I’m sure we 
all have our nervous 
and frustrated 
moments. Whether 
it’s learning a new, 
complicated soccer 
move or hitting a certain race time, it’s 
easy for us to get discouraged. And we 
all know that as soon as we become 
discouraged over one thing, we become 
discouraged over everything. But the key 
to success is to learn from your mistakes; 
keep striving for excellence and step up 
to the challenges that face you. 

Other school activities just add to 
the load. A lot of us are seeing a loss in 
motivation as the year comes closer to an 
end. We procrastinate more which leads to 
more stress and more disappointments. 
Everything piles up and I just want to go 
sit in a corner and cry. 

I realize the second semester is always 
tougher than the first; these problems 
aren’t going to get any better from here on 
out. I envy all my little siblings who don’t 
have to worry about anything. They walk 
around without a care in the world, other 
than who gets to play with the Wii next. I 
walk around, and all I can think about is a 
project or test that’s happening after the 
weekend is over. I sometimes wish I could 
go back to that time when everything 
seemed so simple. Boys had cooties 
and four square was the ultimate sport. 

books
we love

Amy Roshak Be happy
Roshak has an opinion

Someone Like You
by Sarah Dessen

– Jessica Royer

Things can change in an instant. 
One minute you feel independent, 
the next defenseless.  But what if 

you had to watch your own best friend go 
through those feelings when she always 
seemed so strong?

Sixteen year old Halley Cooke has been 
best friends with Scarlett Thomas since 
they were just eleven years old.  Halley 
was always quiet, while Scarlet was 
brave and confident.  For as long as she 
can remember, Halley has always looked 
to Scarlett for advice. Shoes, clothes, 
boys, you name it. Although, one day  the 
tables turn and Scarlett is the one looking 
to Halley for help.

Before their junior year, Scarlett meets 
a boy named Michael Sherwood and 
falls head over heels for him. Just weeks 
before summer disappears, Halley gets a 
call from Scarlett. The boy Scarlett fell in 
love with so easily died instantly from a 
motorcycle accident.

True friendship is recognized when 
Halley drops everything to be there for her 
best friend. Before the funeral she meets 
a boy named Macon Faulkner. Daring to 
be different, she takes a risk and falls in 
love without even the slightest idea of the 
news to come. Scarlet is pregnant from 
the boy she fell in love with that summer. 
Halley then learns how to be strong on 
her own for Scarlet. Each relationship is 
tested, but in the end you’ll realize the 
book is well worth reading.

“Happiness is a choice, not a

mere series
of lucky circumstances.”
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The Ohio State University

Located about two miles north of downtown Columbus, 
The Ohio State University is U.S. News & World 
Report’s 18th best public university for undergraduate 

students in America. It is home to more than 64,000 students, 
including several Hoover graduates.

The main campus is about two hours away from North 
Canton, but has several campuses located around Ohio.

Known as the “Buckeyes,” Ohio State participates in the 
NCAA’s Division I for all sports and the Big Ten Conference 
in most sports. It also offers a wide range of intramural sports 
as well. 

Ohio State is well known for being a large school. There are 
currently over 38,000 undergraduates at the Columbus campus 
and more than 8,000 students living on other campuses in Ohio. 
Class sizes can also be large, some ranging from 30 students 
to 300.

For high achieving undergraduates, there are several honors 
programs available. The two programs available are Honors and 
Scholars. Those in the Scholars program are expected to take 

certain classes and take them with other members 
of the program.

Student organizations at Ohio State are very 
popular. There are over 1,000 registered student 
organizations. They represent a large variety of 
student interests such as religion, art and diversity- 
based groups.

According to The Princeton Review, Ohio State 
is the most selective public university in Ohio. It 
has an acceptance rate of 52 percent with 54 percent 
of students having graduated in the top 10 percent 
of their graduating high school class. The average 
ACT score for incoming freshman is a 27 while the 
average high school GPA was a 3.6.

Tuition for Ohio State University is about $9,000 
while room and board costs $10,000. An in-state 
student can expect to pay $20,000 a year while and 
out of state student pays about $33,000.

02.25.2011  | the viking views  

Guilty or not guilty, without a lawyer most would end up 
guilty. A lawyer represents someone on legal matters 
every day. They review legal documents and represent 

people in court before administrative agencies. On top of that, 
they provide council with issues and they help to interpret the 
meaning of laws.

It requires four years of college and three to four years 
of law school to earn a license in the field to practice law. 
But, before obtaining a license, one must pass the bar exam. 
After completing school, every two years a twenty-four  hour 
legal education course is mandatory in order to maintain that 
license.  

The Ohio State University has a number of different courses 
one can choose from when it comes to law. With more than 145 
career electives, the university offers experience you cannot 

get at any other university. The Moritz College 
of Law they prepares students for life-changing 
experiences that will make a difference in the 
community. With one of the highest job placement 
rates in the country, according to their website, 
there are many alumni out in the field. Applications 
for the school are needed before the final deadline 
of March 15.

The starting salary of a lawyer can be around 
$125,000 but it depends on many factors such as 
what type of lawyer one is and how the firm is 
formatted. Lawyers usually work an average of 
five days a week but come home with the feeling 
of knowing they helped someone out.

- Jessica Royer

 - Madeline Morrow
The OhIO STATe UNIVeRSITY /USed w

ITh peRm
ISSION

where to

how to

The OhIO STATe UNIVeRSITY/ USed w
ITh peRm

ISSION



Religions

“For God so loved the world, that He sent his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
 John 3:16

“There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is 
his messenger.”

   The Shahadah

“Religion is the sigh of the oppressed 
creature, the heart of a heartless world, & the 

soul of soulless conditions. It is the opium 
of the people.”

 Karl Marx

Christianity

Islam

Atheism/Agnosticism



The Reality of Religion
By Katie Livick

There is something in the air tonight, something in it ev-
ery night, and every hour of every day: people’s prayers. 
They do not have to be to anyone, or anything, they can 

just be something to say for reassurance, and depending on who 
you ask, it is just talking to themselves. Religion affects where 
those people think prayers are headed, and it affects the way they 
live their lives—what they do and what they say. 

Reverend Patrick Manning, the chair of the Theology depart-
ment at Walsh University, said religion truly affects people’s ev-
eryday lives.

“[It] depends on the person’s adherence to the religion—
whether he or she is very devout or somewhat distanced from 
the religion,” he said. “It makes a difference as well because 
some religions are very community oriented within them-
selves, like the Amish…so what a religion does to a per-
son’s everyday life will vary quite a bit depend-
ing on some of the aforementioned factors 
and many more that are too numerous to 
mention.”

Social Studies teacher Mr. Charles Col-
lier agreed and said it varies depending on 
the individual.

“It all depends on how important re-
ligion is to the individual, and its im-
portance impacts their outlook and 
who they are,” he said.

Religion in the media can also 
affect others opinions, but sopho-
more AnaLeigh Metzger said she 
is mostly unaffected when she hears 
about religious conflicts.

“I was lucky enough to be intro-
duced to the world of Christianity from 
the time I was born and am proud to say that the world I live in 
today has not tainted my personal views,” she said.

Rev. Manning agreed, but said it can sometimes be difficult 
to contain certain emotions.

“[Events in the media pertaining to religion] do not affect 
my own religious viewpoints because, even though sometimes 
I would like to strike out and hurt, violence only breeds more 
violence,” he said. “Violence has quieted people, but has not 
brought peace; peace can only be attained by justice, and jus-
tice can never be grasped by putting people down in a violent 
way.”

With the media covering nearly every detail in the world, citi-
zens of every country are able to see what religion can cause, 
and unfortunately, many believe religion can, and has caused 
wars, according to Rabbi Leah Herz of Temple Israel in Canton.

Rabbi Herz said she believes religion can be a positive ele-
ment, however it can cause troubles for many people.

“Unfortunately, there are those who believe that their faith or 
practice is the only way or the right way,” she said. “They at-
tempt to impose their beliefs on others, claiming to have all the 

answers and others have to be converted to their way of thinking 
and believing. Anytime there are radical elements, which are evi-
dent in every major religion, who behave in this way, religion may 
become a destructive force rather than one for good.”

Metzger said she believes religious wars are caused by the in-
ability to see the other side of a situation.

“It’s the mentality of all men that they’re right, and their igno-
rance affects their decisions and reactions,” she said.

According to Collier, a majority of media attention is turned 
towards religion, and there is a difference between religious di-
versity now and 50 years ago. This could easily affect the beliefs 
of the young minds of the world, however Collier said he be-

lieves the generalization is too strong.
“You could say the same about young adults or 

the elderly having difficulty with their beliefs,” 
he said. “Everyone has a time where they re-

ally question their religion, even when I 
was young and my parents were young.”

Rev. Manning said there are some 
teenagers who do not believe because 
it is how they learn to accept their own 
beliefs.

“We can hear our moms tell us to stay 
away from the stove—we just might do 
it once we stray from what she says and 

get our fingers burnt,” he said. “It is not 
unusual for young people to stray from 
traditional values. In some ways, it is the 

only way for them to really appropriate 
these values for themselves as adults.”

However, Metzger said she be-
lieves teenagers are more affected 
with the difficulty of believing.

“Teens themselves try to be very 
independent and an organized religion most definitely interferes 
with that, or so they believe,” she said.

Considering the trouble within the world, and that some of 
those problems are believed to be caused by religion, many won-
der if the world  exist without it.

Metzger said the world could try and fare without religion.
“I think the world could attempt to exist without religion, but 

man needs something to believe in that’s bigger than oneself, and 
if they can’t find one, they’ll create one,” she said.

Rabbi Herz said the world would most likely look towards 
spirituality even if there were no religion.

“Most people are moral and good people,” she said. “There 
are also people who claim to be religious and we have seen many 
of them do very bad things.  I do think that some people would 
still want to gravitate towards some sort of spirituality and in-
evitably, they might want to gravitate towards other people who 
share their sense of spirituality.”

Collier said as long as there are good and ethical people in the 
Continued on page 23
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“Religion is 
such a part of 

people and their 
cultures that it has, 

throughout history, 
been a major factor in 
how events unfolded.” 
-Mr. Charles Collier



Christianity
By Jenna Romell

In a world that is 35 percent Christian, the largest represented 
religion worldwide, the faith is prominent to say the least. But 
those who follow the religion can often be mistunderstood.
Senior Jenn LeBlanc said others can have an influence on a 

person’s beliefs.
“Being a follower of Jesus in high school is a very, very hard 

thing to do,” she said. “Sometimes the nagging and little side 
comments from friends begin to wear and tear on me and it 
turns me off towards my faith.” 

Senior Chris Pfeil said the opposite is true for him in regards 
to his faith.

“The way other people see you is a good reality check,” he 
said. “Try to think of how they see you, but be bold enough not 

to worry what they have to say.”
Mainline Christians tend to be much more inclusive,  

according to religioustolerance.org. 
“They accept a Christian as 

almost anyone who follows 
the teachings of and about 
Jesus Christ; most value the 
contribution of non-Christian 
religions,” according to the 
website. 

Pfeil is a Christian and said although 
many of his close friends are also 
Christians, many are not. 

“It makes it hard,” he said. “You 
don’t want to be the person saying, 
‘What you’re doing is wrong.’ You can 
lead a horse to water, but you can’t make 
it drink. You can’t make people change 
their beliefs.”

Sophomore Mary LePage said she is 
passionate about her faith and said it is 
overstepping her bounds to tell others that they 
are wrong in what they believe.

“I don’t agree with criticizing other peoples’ beliefs 
thoughtlessly, but telling them respectfully that you don’t agree 
with their beliefs is not wrong,” she said.

Pfeil said Christians share the same basic principles of faith.
“I believe there’s only one God; I believe Christ came down as 

God, and left us with the gift of the Holy Spirit within us.” Pfeil 
said.

Dr. Rosalie Beck, a professor of church history at Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas, said the Christian faith is based on the 
general belief in “God the Creator, God the Redeemer [Jesus], 
and God the Sustainer [Holy Spirit] are co-eternal and co-equal, 
and that God is one.”

Beck said many things have influenced her beliefs as a 
Christian, including “years of study, seeing the faith lived out 

in the lives of others and believing the message of the Bible.”
There are many different denominations pronged off of 

Christianity: Protestant, Catholic, Lutheran, Angelican and 

Baptist are just a few of the many. 
“There are on the order of 1,500 different Christian faith 

groups in North America which promote many different and 
conflicting beliefs,” according to religioustolerance.org. 

Pfeil agreed.
“Most different denominations within Christianity interpret 

things differently,” he said. “They divide in disagreement over 
what the [Bible] means.”

Regardless of denomination, the Bible tells its readers to aspire 
to be like Jesus Christ; however, LeBlanc said everyone makes 
mistakes and this is what turns a lot of people off to Christianity.

“We are usually called hypocrites every time a ‘Christian’ is 
seen at a party or somewhere people think a Christian doesn’t 
belong,” she said. “Many people have the misconception that 

Christians don’t screw up, that we’re perfect. We 
couldn’t possibly go to a party and still believe 

in Jesus.”
Like LeBlanc, Beck said most people 

who are opposed to Christianity have the 
general consensus that Christians “are a 
bunch of hypocrites.”

 “No matter what religion you look 
at, humans do not live up to the highest 
teachings of that religion,” Beck said. 

“Because we are human, we will make 
mistakes, we will choose incorrectly, we 
will not always do or believe what we 
know is right.”

Pfeil said people are “too quick 
to act or say things they don’t fully 
understand.” He said this could portray 

them as hypocritical or uneducated about 
their own religion and beliefs.

“Truthfully, sometimes people that call themselves 
Christians make me want to turn and run the other way,” 

LePage said.
She also said though there are dedicated Christians out 

there, a lot of people think it is a title and not a lifestyle; that 
if they do something wrong, they are no longer able to be a 
Christian.

However, according to Beck, there is a difference between 
faith and morality – although many high school students often 
group them together.

“[They] think faith and morality are the same things,” she said. 
“If they fail morally because of peer pressure or circumstances, 
then they are no longer a Christian.”

Although some think that giving in to peer pressure will lead to 
a loss of faith, LePage disagreed. 

“There really is no such thing as a perfect Christian,” LePage 
said. “But there is a perfect God.”

Pfeil said religion is a personal choice. Whether people choose 
to be Protestant Christians or commit themselves to Atheism, no 
one should be able to tell them that what they are choosing is

Continued on page 23
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“You don’t want to 
be the person saying 
‘What you’re doing 
is wrong.’ ... You 
can’t make people 
change their 
beliefs.”
-Chris Pfeil



Islam
By Caroline Hill

The world population of Muslims is nearly 20 percent, 
making it the second most common religion in the world, 
with the number growing rapidly every day, according 

to religioustolerance.org. 
However, Islam is somewhat foreign to those in North 

Canton and even the United States, as Muslims make up 
only about seven million—or about two percent—of the 
country’s population according to the Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR). But what is Islam, really? 
Because of many recent world events in areas that are mostly 
made up of Muslims, misconceptions have surfaced concerning 
the religion. However, according to CAIR, Islam is a religion 
based upon “peace, mercy and forgiveness that should not be 
associated with acts of violence against the innocent.” 

Bilal Zoghbi, a former member of Kent State 
University’s Muslim Students Association, 
said in an e-mail interview there are “basic 
beliefs every Muslim should believe 
in,” with the main component of the 
religion being the “Five Pillars” of 
Islam. 

The “Five Pillars” of Islam 
are the “Declaration of Faith,” 
five daily prayers, “Zakat,” fasting 
during Ramadan, and a pilgrimage to 
Makkah by those who are financially 
able, according to freshman Zaneira 
Sandhu, who also said “Zakat” is a 
form of charity, a way for Muslims 
to give to those less fortunate.

Zoghbi said the “Declaration of Faith” 
is the acknowledgement that there is only one 
God and that Mohammad is his “messenger.”

“We believe in one, unique and incomparable 
God, Allah,” he said. “Allah is Eternal; neither slumber 
nor sleep overtakes him. We [also] believe he is the same 
God Christian and Jews believe in.” 

Sophomore Fatima Murtadha said Makkah is the “house of 
God” in Saudi Arabia in which many Muslims go to worship. 
Murtadha also said Muslims also do not acknowledge Jesus 
as the son of God as Christians do and that Islam is an ancient 
religion.

“[Islam has] been generations in our family,” she said. 
“Most people who are Muslims go back to Islam people from 
old ages.”

Sandhu also said her religion is followed by her entire 
family.

“I was kind of born into it,” she said. “I am Pakistani and 
[Pakistan is] an Islamic country.”

In addition to being born into Islam, Murtadha said being a 
Muslim is an important part of her life.

“[Islam]  means a lot to me because I grew up with it and it’s 
just a way of life that we believe and I follow,” she said. “It takes 
a large part of my life to follow Islam.”

Zoghbi, who was also born into a Muslim family, said he has 
become closer to God as he has grown and he attempts to stay true 
to his religion daily.

“My understanding [of] Islam is that it tells me to be nice to 
humankind, regardless of religion, race, color and gender,” he 
said. “All of us are equal in front of God.”

Murtadha said going to Mosque is similar to Church in some 
ways with a few exceptions.

“Women are separated from men usually, so they can talk 
more comfortably,” she said. 

According to Washington State University’s “World 
Civilizations” anthology, Islam is “an international cultural 
form that is integrally rooted in the culture of a single people, the 
Arabs” and is like Christianity or Buddhism in that respect.

Sandhu agreed and said Islam and Christianity share a lot of 
similarities although they are quite different.

She also said Muslims have somewhat strict rules, 
although they have “a lot of rights, too.”

“We don’t party a lot, we 
don’t dress certain ways,” 
Sandhu said. “It does affect 
your daily life; [for example] 

you have to be careful what 
foods you eat.”

According to Minnesota 
State University’s Islam website’s 

author Salman Hakim, “The origin 
of Islam dates back to the creation of 

the world. All the prophets who came 
to this world preached the same message 

of believing in one God and to accept them 
as His messenger. The prophets were also 

blessed with a manifestation of divine will or 
truth. Likewise, Prophet Mohammad was also a 

messenger of God. He revealed the truth and the 
way of life through the Holy Quran.”

Sandhu also said Muslims “commit to one and only 
God” and believe “Mohammad is his profit.”

According to Hakim, Mohammad was born in 570 A.D. and 
prior to his arrival, Arabs were a polytheistic people. 

“[Mohammad] became famous among the people of Makkah at 
a very early age because of his allegiance and reliability,” Hakim 
said on the Minnesota State University Islam website. “At the age 
of 40, when Mohammad was meditating at Mt. Hera, he received 
a revelations from God.”

Although Muslims generally refer to Islam as a peaceful 
religion, the growing notoriety of Islamist terrorists has caused 
the general public to become weary of Muslims, according to 
CNN.

Murtadha, who moved to North Canton from Jordan in 2009, 
said she often feels she is looked at differently as a Muslim.

“I can’t really talk and joke about guns and stuff because people 
would think I’m a terrorist,” she said. “Some people think most 

Continued on page 23
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“Allah 
is Eternal; 

neither slumber nor sleep 
overtakes him. We [also] 
believe he is the same 
God Christians and 

Jews believe in.”
-Bilal Zoghbi



Atheism & Agnosticism
By Paiton Swope

While many religions have set rules and doctrines, 
atheism and agnosticism are not held to such 
guidelines. According to religious.pewform.org, 1.6 

percent of Americans are atheist and 2.4 percent are agnostic. 
The student body at Hoover has a tendency to mirror the general 
beliefs of the American population. 

The same beliefs are present in senior Rowan Hanning. 
“I chose to become an atheist because I find more validity in 

modern explanations for life than that of what a Bible would 
use to explain certain phenomena,” he said. “Beyond that, the 
belief [in] an ever-present omnipotent and all-controlling God 
strips away the idea of human free will. I refuse to believe in 
an existence in which we are predetermined in fate as to what 
we do in our lives.”

Nick Glunt, a columnist for the Kent Stater, said being an 
atheist may not always be popular and those who choose 

this belief may have to endure the criticisms of 
their peers. However, he does not allow the 
opinions of others to influence his attitude 
toward religion. 

“The stereotype of the atheist is that 
they’re rude, demanding and condescending 
of other religions,” he said. “Many people 
believe atheists are untrustworthy and 
aggressive. Though some people fit this 
stereotype — just like any stereotype 
— not everybody does.  Just like any 
stereotype, it does drive people from 
the belief. I sometimes think about 
calling myself something less offensive 
to people’s ears so as not to upset people 
when they hear my beliefs.” 

Hanning agreed.
“The biggest problem with religion is 

intolerance, and in some religions it’s even preached,” he said.
However, Hanning said it is not impossible for people with 

different religions to be friends with an atheist. 
“I’ve got two really good [friends], almost like brothers, that 

are Christian. It never comes between us for the most part, and I 
don’t treat them differently,” Hanning said.

Glunt agreed and said he also respects the beliefs of his 
friends.

“Of my close friends, there is a Christian, a Catholic, some 
non-religious people and a few anti-religious people,” he said. “I 
am interested in their religious beliefs, even if I do not agree with 
them. I do not choose my friends based on religion; I choose my 
friends based on whether they’re good people.”  

Glunt said he is able to associate with friends from such 
diverse walks of life, because while he believes there is no God, 
he is not forceful about his adversity to God. 

“Even though I’m an atheist and I believe there isn’t a god, 
I admit that this is merely a belief,” Glunt said. “I would never 
say, ‘There is no God.’ I’m not sure one way or the other. All I’m 
saying in my atheism is that based on the evidence presented to 

me, I do not think there is a God.”
According to dictionary.com, atheism is the lack of belief in 

a God, while agnosticism is the belief of the existence of the 
ultimate cause, as God, and the essential nature of things that are 
unknown and unknowable, or that human knowledge is limited 
to experience; a person who denies or doubts the possibility of 
ultimate knowledge in some area of study. 

Atheists and agnostics deal with holidays similarly. Junior 
Laura Kingsley, who is agnostic, said she does not believe holidays 
are solely about the religious aspect.

“I celebrate with my family,” she said. “I guess I have my own 
beliefs. People say Christmas is a time to celebrate Jesus’s birth, 
but I say it’s to celebrate the spirit of giving.” 

Junior Stephy Grable, who is also agnostic, agreed.
“My parents are both Lutheran so we 

celebrate the typical holidays,” she said. “I 
make it easier for my parents but they 

are very  [accepting] of my chosen 
religion. I love Christmas and Easter 
more for decorations rather than the 
actual thought behind them.” 

While her Lutheran family 
believes in God, Grable views him 
as “someone that lived once, but 
isn’t a great overseer anymore.”

However, Kingsley said she is 
not as sure.

“I’m open to ideas, but none of 
those will become solid for me until I 

have hard facts,” she said.
Just as atheists do not believe 

there is a God, Kingsley said she is 
speculative about the existence of 
a heaven or hell.

 “No one knows; no one is certain,” 
she said. “[People] can say what they think, or what they’re told 
to think, but in the end, no one knows.”

In contrast, Grable said she is sure of her fate.
“I really don’t think [there is a heaven or hell],” she said. “I 

think there is good and evil after you die but not somewhere you 
are judged for your actions.”

Just as atheists are stereotyped for their beliefs, agnostics also 
take criticism from their peers.

“It’s one thing to ask [someone] about their religion or even 
ask them to defend it, but judging their religion and shoving your 
religion down their throat is not okay,” Grable said.

Kingsley said it is not okay to judge others.
“If someone is a die-hard Christian, there’s similarities between 

other Christians,” she said. “But I don’t think it’s okay to pass 
‘judgment’ on them per se. Especially without knowing them.”

Kingsley said family can be an important influence on 
religion.

“My sister pointed me in the right direction, but never told me 
Continued on page 23
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“No one knows; 
no one is certain. 

[People] can say 
what they think, or 

what they’re told to 
think, but in the end, 
no one knows.”
-Laura Kingsley



Continued from Islam
Muslims are terrorists.” 

She also said Muslim terrorists are not seen as followers of  
Islam by other Muslims.

“Terrorists are not really Muslims, they just took a few parts 
of [Islam] and made it into their own [religion],” Murtadha said. 
“Muslims don’t like them or believe in them.”

Zoghbi said much of the violence and strictness seen in 
predominately Islamic countries are not based in the religion.

“We see oppression in some Muslim countries which is related 
to culture there,” he said. “In some countries, we see women 
with less rights and some people connect it to Islam. I would like 
to mention that all those and other wrong doings doesn’t have 
anything to do with Islam. It’s all because of political or traditional 
reasons.”

Murtadha agreed and said the idea that Muslim women are 
required to wear scarves is a misconception.

“Everybody thinks you have to…cover your face, but you only 
have to at some places…like holy places,” she said. “You’re not 
forced to wear scarves. Girls don’t have to wear scarves [and] can 
wear them at any age.”

Sandhu said being a Muslim is an important aspect of her 
life.

“[Islam] means a lot to me because I grew up with it and 
it’s just a way of life that we believe and I follow,” she said. “It 
takes a large part of my life to follow Islam.”

Zoghbi said although he tries to stay a devout follower of 
Islam, the world can make the task difficult.

“What makes people different is how good they are in 
applying God’s teachings and how good to other people [they 
are],” he said. “As a Muslim, it’s a responsibility to help others 
and be just.”

Continued from The Reality of Religion
world, religion would not be needed, and he agreed that religion 
seems too important to cease to exist.

“If people are able to differentiate between right and wrong 
and good and evil, then it’s possible that the world could fare 
without religion,” he said. “However religion is such a part of 
people and their cultures that it has, throughout history, been a 
major factor in how events unfolded. Religious ideas are impor-
tant in every culture, whether they are important for the right 
reasons or not.”

Since the world will most likely not abandon religion anytime 
soon, people will still hear about all of the issues within different 
religions every day.

Herz said religion in general can affect the way people live, 
and when something significant happens in the world involving 
it, anyone can be affected.

“I think that any thinking, feeling, ethical human being is 
affected by world events,” she said. “We don’t have to live in 
Haiti or New Orleans to be affected by the horror of the disas-
ters that struck them—we don’t have to have cancer ourselves 
to know that it is something which impacts so many millions 
of people every year.  Perhaps religion provides people with an 
opportunity to reflect on why sometimes there are bad things in 
our world, and helps us to become more focused on healing the 
world.”

Continued from Christianity
wrong. 

According to Mark M. Mattison on religioustolerance.org, 
the definition of a Christian is not concrete. 

“What is a Christian, anyway? Someone of European 
descent? A persecutor of Jews? Someone who votes for only the 
most conservative Republicans? At times all of these answers 
have seemed plausible,” he said. “Some use these definitions 
to this day. In Christian circles the answers are no clearer. A 
Christian is sometimes said to be someone who has made a 
decision; sometimes, someone who belongs to a church; far too 
often, someone who confesses the right creeds.” 

LeBlanc said despite her beliefs, she chooses to respect what 
others believe.

“Everyone has a belief system and to go along with that belief 
system is a reason why they believe in it,” LeBlanc said, “I like 
to be respected for my beliefs so I’ll respect another person for 
[his or hers].”

Continued from Atheism & Agnosticism
what the belief was called,” Kingsley said. “I later learned it was 
called agnosticism.”

Grable also said her family influenced her decision.
“My brother is the reason [I’m agnostic],” she said. “When I 

was at a time where I was trying to [figure] out my own religion, 
my brother was in a very dramatic phase and told me there are so 
many contradictions. Now I just don’t believe.”

Though religion can be influenced by those we trust, Hanning 
said there is a strong difference between being forceful and being 
influential. 

“The biggest thing I do in terms of [my religion] is make sure 
I don’t shove my ideals down someone’s throat,” Hanning said.  
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Views
Our

It was recently announced that Mark Twain’s iconic novel, “The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,” is getting a facelift, one we at 
The Viking Views like to think of as seriously botched. NewSouth 
Books in Alabama is planning on releasing an adjusted version 
of “Huck Finn,” with “slave” serving as a replacement for the 
n-word. In addition, “Injun Joe” will now be known as “Indian 
Joe,” and all other mention of the slang term “injun” will also be 
changed to “Indian.”

Yes, the n-word is an offensive term. We in no way condone 
the liberal use of it in every day conversation. However, in both 
literary and historical context, the repeated use of the word is com-
pletely justified. The novel was published in 1885, a time when the 
n-word was somewhat less taboo. It is unlikely Twain used more 
derogatory terms in an effort to offend his readers. Twain easily 
could have chosen “slave” or “Indian” himself. He chose that spe-
cific diction for a reason, and for people now, who are more than 
100 years removed from the situation, to decide the language is 
inappropriate is ridiculous. Mark Twain, who opposed censorship, 
would be displeased.

We at The Viking Views believe that “Huck Finn,” in its origi-
nal form, being part of the sophomore English curriculum for years 
should not be edited. By the time students reach their sophomore 
year, most are already aware of swear words and offensive slang 
terms. If corruption of childhood innocence is a concern, it is our 
society that should be held responsible, not classic literature. 

“Huck Finn” 2.0

Crisis in Egypt

Blended learning
With each passing school year comes changes and modifications 

to the district. Hoover is continually trying to offer new opportunities 
for students to further and better their education. For the upcoming 
school year, Hoover plans to implement a new blended learning 
program in order to do this.

These classes, which will be made available for juniors and 
seniors, will combine in-class instruction and online learning. 
Students can elect to take one or more of these classes, available 
in a variety of subjects.

We at The Viking Views believe this addition to the curriculum 
will be beneficial to many students. Students learn differently; it 
is important that the school offers a variety of ways to attempt 
to meet the needs of these different learning styles. Of course, 
blended learning may not be for everyone. While some students 
work well on their own schedule and at their own pace, others 
require the assistance and guidance of in-class instruction.

In addition to the benefits blended learning can have for 
students’ learning, it may also be effective in helping to fix 
scheduling conflicts. Oftentimes students have to choose between 
multiple classes of interest because of the limited periods those 
classes are offered during the school day. One of the hopes for 
blended learning is to alleviate problems such as these. Students 
may no longer have to choose between certain classes because of 
issues with scheduling.

We at The Viking Views believe blended learning is a great 
opportunity for the students at Hoover and can provide new and 
technologically advanced ways to promote education.

Jan. 25, 2011 began the first of what would be nearly three 
weeks of protests and counting in Egypt. As of Feb. 16, there have 
been more than 350 deaths, according to the country’s Health Min-
istry. The Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak, who had served the 
country for nearly 30 years, resigned from office and fled Cairo 
Feb. 11, according to The Associated Press.

Although Mubarak’s title was that of “president” his reign 
suggested far from that, as he was essentially in control of the 
outcome of the election. 

We at The Viking Views support the expansion of true democracy 
throughout the world; however, the way the resignation came about 
is not an effective means of protest. Violent demonstrations may 
seem efficient at first, but we believe the final outcome may come 
to nothing short of anarchy. 

Furthermore, although Mubarak’s administration was not 
ideal, his resignation leaves Egypt in a state of unrest and 
disorganization. The Viking Views staff is glad there is a chance 
for new beginnings in Egypt and hope the state is able to install a 
satisfactory democratically elected leader in the future.
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Views
yOur To what extent do you believe religion 

impacts your life and society?

Religion has a large impact on my life. It 
influences my attitude, actions and out-
look. I think having a stance on religion is 
important because whether you like it or 
not, it molds who you are.

– Angela Reighard, 12

Religion doesn’t affect my life as much 
as it used to. For nine years of my life I 
attended an extremely strict Christian 
school. It made me realize a lot of things 
about people who “claim” to be religious. 
I ran into many hypocritical people and 
dealt with a lot of mean kids. I’m not sure 
how “Christian” a bible teacher is when 
he can make a student cry during class.

– Kayla Zellers, 12

I am not active in an organized religion, 
but I believe there is a god (not as most 
organized religions envision God to be). 
Through my own beliefs I live by what I 
believe to be morally correct. 

– Josh McDearmon, 12

Religion is the biggest part of my life. I 
am a very strong Christian and I devote 
my life to god everyday and in everything 
I do. If people would just open their eyes 
and take that extra step to see the goodness 
in the world, instead of the bad things, 
then this world would be a much different 
place.

–Zachary Acito, 10

I don’t seem like an extremely religious 
person because I praise to the Lord in pri-
vate, but I always try to move people clos-
er to the Lord. All the Lord wants from us 
is to live a good life and praise him for all 
he has done for us and for what his son 
Jesus Christ did on the Cross for our sins. 
All I ask for others is to try to accept God 
as your Lord and Savior and praise him 
for all he has done for us. 

– Brandon Strausser, 11

Religion is very important in my life, but 
I practiced my religion a lot more when I 
was younger. I used to go to church ev-
ery Sunday, sometimes twice a day. But 
as I got older we moved and never really 
found a church we really liked. Religion is 
very important to my dad. He reads, and 
sometimes makes me read, a Bible verse 
every day.  

– Lashelle Daniels, 9

Religion plays a part in my life because I 
go to church to learn about God and how 
to get to Heaven when I die.

– Lauren Studebaker, 9

Religion’s role in my life varies. I attend 
two different youth groups and occasion-
ally church on Sunday mornings. But for 
me, religion is more of a sacreligious thing. 
Just do it on your own or with friends. 

– Megan Mansfield, 9

Religion has helped me with struggles in 
my life and to lead a better life. I think 
everyone should have someone to rely on 
whether it’s God, Buddah, Allah or any 
other God. Even if you are atheist you 
should still have a parent, friend, or idol 
that you think is great because we all need 
someone to count on. 

– Lee Columber II, 11
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Shane Breckenridge, 
11:

“Before I graduate I would 
like to make it to states 
for lacrosse.”

student

What do you want to do

       Kat ie Liv ick
Queen Olga the dramatic

 Civil Livic...k

spells out the end of the world.”

“Someone who believes every 

little event
Christos Paxos, 12:
“I don’t want to be late 
for school for a whole 9 
weeks.”

Morgan Spangler, 10:
“I want to go to a different 
country.”

Lexi Zimmerman, 12:
“Get unblocked from Chat 
Roulette.”

Sam Pavkov, 12:
“I want to have as much 
fun as possible before I 
graduate.”

Libby Swegheimer, 9:
“I want to be able to pull 
off a senior prank.”

the viking views  | 02.25.2011

Oh, woe is me! It seems I have 
broken my perfectly polished nail! 
My life is such a terrible, never-

ending pit of darkness! 
Now, maybe that is not accurately 

portraying the situation, but everyone 
knows someone similar to this. Someone 
who believes every little event spells out 
the end of the world. Someone who thinks 
every tiny detail means something much 
more than it is. Someone who simply is a 
Drama King or Queen.

To give you an example to wrap your 
head around, let’s imagine we have a 
girl named Olga. So Olga over here has 
a boyfriend named Hugo, and Olga sees 
Hugo look at another girl. This girl proceeds 
to wave, and he waves back. Olga, who is 
quite the dramatic attention-needing girl, 
then decides that Hugo just cheated on 
her right in front of her face, so she tells 
the whole school that he made out with 
the girl in 
front of her, 
and Hugo 
and the girl 
are deemed 
y o u - k n o w -
whats… 

Let’s hope 
that situation would never occur, even 
though I am sure it has. Nevertheless, 
these people need to get a grip, and 
no, not those itty-bitty Chips Ahoy snack 
pouches that taste like heaven; I mean 
that beautiful thing about our hands that 
keeps us from falling off the cliff into the 
ocean of drama. I understand that we all 
have our dramatic moments, but notice 
how these are deemed “moments.” 

Most normal people are like small 
children at beaches—every now and then 
we would dip our toe in the ocean, and 
run away when a wave came crashing 
towards us. Sometimes we fall in too, but 
Drama Kings and Queens are the people 
that turn into fish. They have surrounded 
themselves with so much of the drama for 
so long that they have reversed evolution 
and become completely incompetent fools. 
They have lost all sense of how life can 
be fun without drama that it has become 

somewhat of a 
security blanket. 
The people 
that must have 
attention on 
them at all 
times, and 
will twist, turn, 
cut and paste 
stories to the 
exactly the way 
they want them 
are exactly who I am talking about. 
People who somehow need to suck every 
positive aspect of life out of everyone 
else to make themselves feel good. It’s 
selfish really.

I am not one to stereotype. It really 
makes me feel awful. But people who 
are like this are not exactly the hardest to 
point out and can be confused with bullies 
as well. They’re the ones who whisper, 

snicker, and 
point out the 
imper fections 
of unknowing 
victims, and 
maybe upon 
hearing this, 
the person’s 

good day turns bad. If these people are 
confronted, they act as innocent as a little 
bunny. But that little bunny has glowing 
red eyes and razor sharp teeth that dig 
into the confidence and positive attitudes 
of others, because they themselves 
have no conceivable idea how to be like 
that. Trust me, I know past experiences 
may affect a person, but whatever their 
excuse is, whether they are PMS-ing or 
were dropped on their head as a small 
child, there is no excuse for treating 
people like the lowest of all dogs. If you 
are reading this, and it sounds like you, 
stop doing what you are doing. One little 
snarky comment can cause someone 
to feel insignificant. You may call them 
weak, but take a look in the mirror— 
someone who can only feel good on the 
misfortune of others is the true weakling.
Because once those people stop caring, 
you will be left in the dust.
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Speaking for those who can’t

Chelsea recently

views

Courtney Pepper, 9:
“I would like to letter in la-
crosse.”

Sam Wakser, 11:
“Win a tennis match.”

Brandon Wharton, 11:
“Before I graduate I would 
like to think of something 
to do after I graduate.”

Jimmy Reboudo, 10:
“I want to go against 
Coach Cribbs in the Cin-
cinnatti drill.”

Nathan Burns, 9:
“Place in State in wres-
tling.”

before you graduate?

Chelsea Roden

Cody Anderson, 11:
“Before I graduate I would 
like to pitch a complete 
varsity baseball game 
with a no-hitter.”

02.25.2011  | the viking views

For awhile 
now, I have 
s t r u g g l e d 

to answer the 
question: what 
do I believe? 
Some people 
can answer this 
easily by thinking 
for themselves or 
putting faith in the 
beliefs of others. 

However, allow me to type out a word 
that causes stress in any conversation: 
abortion. 

Late January, I took one of my precious 
unexcused absences to go to DC’s annual 
March for Life. About 400,000 people 
were there. That’s 24 times the amount 
of people in North Canton. I wasn’t 
shocked at the quantity as much as I was 
surprised 
that most 
were my 
age. After 
living so 
long in 
fear of 
voicing my 
opinions about anything—Sarah Palin, 
religion, homosexuality and politics in 
general—I was suddenly immersed by 
people who had the same beliefs as me. 

There were signs held by healthy kids 
who were supposed to be aborted. A 
doctor set up photos of aborted fetuses 
and spit out all kinds of statistics. But 
one person really caught my attention.

After the march I split away to get 
some fried rice and bumped into a 
woman who looked like she was in her 
late 30s. She grabbed my shoulder to 
keep me from falling and stared at me, 
her eyes watered down into mud puddles. 
She said something, quiet enough that I 
almost thought I imagined it: “She’d be 
17.” Seventeen. My age. We stood there 
for what must’ve been a second, but felt 
longer, as if we were in the middle of some 
tear-jerking film. The button glistened on 
her coat lapel: “I regret my abortion.”

It doesn’t break my heart that so many 

abortions occur as much as it annoys me 
that people are “pro-choice” but only a 
few are serious about it. A lot of people 
I talk to say “I would never get one, but I 
think it should be allowed if the mother’s 
life is in danger, or if she was raped.” 

Rape? It’s horrible, yes—but it 
happens. And due to the stress a victim 
goes through, the health of the victim and 
other variables, pregnancies that result 
from rape are extremely rare. According 
to the Rape, Abuse and Incest National 
Network, only five percent of assaults 
result in pregnancy. Furthermore, 75 to 
85 percent of these impregnated women 
chose to keep the child.

There are laws protecting baby sea 
turtle eggs. Eggs. That  means turtle 
fetuses. Fetuses that aren’t living. 
However, there are partial abortions in 
which doctors deliver 90 percent of a 

living baby to end 
its life because 
the mother is 
healthy enough 
to deliver an 
abortion, but 
not a child. 

My mother’s 
pregnancy gives me an experience none 
of my friends remember. Such as feeling 
your sibling’s feet kick on your hand while 
in the womb. Going to your mother’s 
ultrasound and watching a fuzzy black 
and white screen. Seeing a hand. A face. 
Then months later, holding that thing that 
was making Mom explode. Watching him 
crawl up your leg to reach for you phone 
as if to say “quit texting, I’m the important 
one here.” And, as my baby brother 
Andrew knows, he is. 

No one at the march was in the 
mindset to tell someone that they were 
going to hell. No one really believed it. 
They weren’t there to “condemn baby 
killers,” they were there to protect the 
people that could become the next 
president, the next Justin Bieber (oh dear 
God), the child you might one day adopt 
and will forever change your life.

Most importantly, they voiced the 
opinions that will never be voiced.

“‘She’d be 17.’ 

Seventeen.
My age.”
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Cast of  Aida lights up stage

Rachel Baran
Staff Writer

If Elton John and star-crossed lovers do 
not immediately come to mind when 
“Egypt” is mentioned, it is apparent 

someone has not been to see Hoover’s 
spring musical “Aida.” 

Sophomore Tahja Grier said the musical 
basically centers around a love triangle. 

“My character Aida is princess of Nubia 
and is sailing the Nile with friends when 
they get captured by 
Captain Radames, the 
love interest,” Grier said. 
“So then my Nubians 
and I become slaves, and 
I find out Radames has 
an arranged marriage 
with Amneris, the other 
princess, and from there, we fall in love, 
the others find out and we die.”

Grier said even though she had not heard 
of “Aida” before last year, she loves it. 

“I had heard about it, since there were 
rumors last year that we’d be doing it, but 
then I looked it up and was like ‘this is 
really cool,’” she said. 

Director Mr. Kim Jacoby said the music 
of “Aida” is what sets it apart from other 

musicals in Hoover’s history.
“The music is completely by Elton John 

and Tim Rice, so it has more of a rock ‘n’ 
roll edge,” he said. “If people don’t know 
who Tim Rice is, then they haven’t been 
watching their ‘Lion King.’”

Grier said “Aida” has a lot to offer in the 
way of newness. 

 “There are going to be a lot of special 
effects that are really cool and a lot of stuff 
Hoover hasn’t done before,” she said. “It’ll 

be a really neat show.”
Junior Emily Stryker said although 

she has multiple roles, the show is quite 
enjoyable.  

“I’m a salon girl, a hand maiden and a 
slave,” she said. “But I like it because I get 
to wear a cute little towel, and it’s a just 
good show all around.”

Senior Dustin Urey, who snagged the 
role of Captain Radames, said this show is 
different from others he has been involved 

in because of his limited interaction with 
the rest of the cast. 

“Usually I love hanging out with the cast 
and everyone, but I haven’t gotten to do 
that a whole lot this year because I don’t do 
what half of them do,” Urey said. “I don’t 
dance in any of the dance [routines], and 
that’s what we really work on is perfecting 
those to try and make them perfect, but I’m 
not in a single one.”

Grier said “Aida” is the first musical she 
has been in at Hoover, and 
also said the experience is 
overall quite different from 
anything she has done 
before. 

“High school musicals 
compared to the middle 

school ones are so different—high school 
ones are more organized,” she said. 
“They’re kind of more of something to look 
forward to, because they’re more advanced, 
I think. So it’s been a big change for me, a 
really cool one.”

Jacoby said he feels the musical has 
progressed well. 

“They’ve been an extremely easy cast to 
work with,” he said. “The leads are doing a 
very good job and singing very well.”

New musical at Hoover prepares for performance

“There are going to be a lot of special 
effects that are really cool and a lot of stuff 
Hoover hasn’t done before.”

– Tahja Grier



entertainm
ent

 |

29

02.25.2011  | the viking views

Urey said he also has faith in the cast’s 
abilities, despite the “hit” they took from 
the three consecutive snow days in late 
January. 

“We’re kind of in overdrive,” he said. 
“We’ll be fine for the performances, but 
we’ve had to work that much harder. Not to 
say that we didn’t need a break, but we’ve 
been going at a fast pace.”

Grier also said although the snow days 
were a setback, the show will not suffer. 

“We’ve all progressed a lot,” she said. 
“The dancers are doing so well; it’s just a 
really good show all around.”

Jacoby said the dances are more than 
simply “up to scratch.”

“We have a super choreographer, 
Dominick, who does a great job,” he said. 
“The dancing is phenomenal at times.”

Stryker said Dominick’s sense of humor 
as well as his ability is infectious.

“During one of the practices, Dominick 
told us we need to be more womanly 
during one of the dances, and he pretty 
much showed us all up…and he’s a man,” 
she said. 

Grier said the ability to make light of 
uncomfortable situations comes naturally 
to the cast. 

“There’s one scene where Radames 
goes into Amneris’s bed chamber and tells 
her to go get ready,” she said. “It’s just a 
really awkward scene that we like to make 
funny.”

Urey also said the scene is rather 
infamous among the cast. 

“It’s extremely difficult for all of us to 
do that scene with a straight face,” he said. 

Although the cast entertains a good 
sense of humor, Urey said the best part of 
shows is when it all comes together after 
the performances. 

“There’s nothing like the feeling of 
when you perform onstage and the audience 
applauds after the show,” he said. “We all 
hurry to take off our microphones to meet 
our families and everyone in the hallway; 
we run so we can get there as quickly as 
possible.”

Jacoby said the journey to the final 
product is an enjoyable one. 

“For me, I like to see how everything 
will flow together,” he said. “I like teaching 
the kids how to piece everything together; 
there’s lots of learning that goes on with 
these that many people don’t know about.”

Jacoby said there are a large number of 
elements that go into making the musicals 

“There’s nothing like the feeling of when you perform on-
stage and the audience applauds after the show.”

– Dustin Urey

n(from left) Seniors Maris Pedersen, Tori 
Blankenship and Zoya Sandhu dance. 
n Sophomore Tahja Grier holds up her 
shackles as a slave. n Senior Michelle Ra-
sicci rehearses for the musical. n Fresh-
man Gabi Fatzinger dances onstage. 

great. 
“We have a good band, good art, good 

parents [and] good tech,” he said. “I count 
my blessings that we have the support to 
provide a vehicle for the students to help 
them become better.”

Urey said he is also very thankful for 
all the help that came together to better 
“Aida.” 

“At the beginning we were trying to, 
instead of [renting] costumes, make some 
of them, especially the slave costumes, 
since there are 45 of those, or somewhere 
around there,” he said. “We were trying to 
get parents to sew some of them, which is 
hard since I know my mother couldn’t. But 
I think we’re good now; we’ve gotten lots 
of people to help.”

Grier said the dances are the most 
impressive component of the show.

“It’s cool to see the dances being taught 
and then after it’s all come together and you 
see it and it’s really cool,” she said. 

Jacoby said this multi-faceted aspect of 
the musical is the main reason to see it.

“We do such a complete package that 
others cannot do,” he said. “I’ll go to the 
theatre and spend eight bucks for nothing 
near the show I could see here.”

Urey said the support means a great deal 
to the cast as a whole. 

“It really means a lot to us to have our 
family and friends come see the show,” he 
said. 

Grier said she is confident everyone will 
like “Aida.”

“I feel like if you see it once, you’re 
going to want to see it again,” she said. 
“Because it’s a newer show, it’s something 
a lot of people haven’t really heard about 
before, so it’s something everyone will 
enjoy. And we’ve worked really hard on 
it.”

Stryker agreed. 
“There’s a lot of talent, and I think 

everyone will really enjoy it and be able to 
relate to it,” she said.nv
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Supersizing it
Emily Plaver
Staff Writer

Starbucks has taken things to the 
next level. The newest addition to 
the Starbucks’ family is the Trenta, 

Starbucks’ new 31 oz. iced beverage 
container. It has Starbucks lovers awestruck 
but the rest of America questioning. 

An employee at the Target Starbucks, 
Holly Groseclose, said she does not think 
Starbucks needs to add a larger size to their 
menu.

“Starbucks is following in the unhealthy 
trend of ‘super-sizing,’” she said. “It’s 
a dangerous trend showing in our waist 
lines.”

Although this new drink is frowned 
upon by health critics, the employees of the 
Starbucks Company disagree, according to 
an ABC News article.

“The company was quick to point out 
that unsweetened versions of their drinks 
will still have fewer than 90 calories, with 
sweetened versions under 230 calories,” 
the article said.

The new super size is only available in 
the less sugar-filled drinks, according to 
Groseclose.

“The new drink size will only be 
for iced coffee and teas,” Groseclose said. 
“I am glad they are not offering it for 
Frappuccinos and iced lattes.”

But even the negatives and health 
concerns will not stop the Starbucks fans 
in the United States from getting their 
new size, according to sophomore Hunter 
Bazzoli.

“I’m pretty stoked about the new size 
and yes the day it comes out you bet I will 
be there,” she said.

Groseclose said she believes Starbucks 
fanatics such as Bazzoli are the reason for 
the new larger drink.

“Starbucks added another size because 
people ask for it, and it gives them yet 
another way to expand profit,” Groseclose 
said.

Another reason for the brand new size is 
Starbucks’ latest competition, McDonalds, 
according to ABC News.

“Starbucks Corp has unveiled a variety 
of changes over the past several months as 
they step up competition with their newest 
rival, McDonald’s McCafe,” the article 

said.
McDonalds has started competition with 

Starbucks and other coffee companies since 
the McCafe was introduced, according to 
ABC News.

“In 2009, the world’s largest fast-food 
chain took a new approach to their menu 
and offered a variety of coffee-house-
style beverages, including frappes, fruit 
smoothies and lattes at much cheaper 
prices than Starbucks’ equivalents,” the 
article said.

The Trenta will cost 50 cents more than 
previously largest size, the Venti—which is 
24 oz. for iced beverages—another reason 
for Starbucks’ new change.

 “I think that adding the new size will 
just be one more way for Starbucks to 
make an extra 70 or so cents for already 
outrageously priced drinks,” Groseclose 
said.

The ABC News also said Starbucks’ 
new pricing is something to watch for.

“While the new size may not do much 
damage to one’s figure, consumers should 
watch their wallets: the Trenta will be an 

Starbucks adds new size to menu
average of 50 cents more than the Venti, the 
next largest size,” it said in the article.

But the price is not going to stop 
Starbucks lovers, according to Groseclose. 
However, she said she believes while most 
customers will love the new size and cannot 
wait for it, some may not.

“I think that some people will love the 
change; everyone who wants a Trenta in a 
drink other than those we will be offering it 
in will be unhappy,” she said.

Bazzoli said she agreed some customers 
may have disappointment when they do not 
see their favorite drink available in the 31 
oz. size.

“I think people who will be able to 
get their favorites in the new size will 
absolutely love it, but those Frappuccino 
lovers will be very sad.” he said.

The new Trenta will be arriving across 
the United States May 3rd, though the 
normal sizes will remain.

“The smaller sizes will still be there so if 
you want the smaller size then go for it and 
if you want to be a dare devil and go big 
then you can go for it.” Bazzoli said. nv
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British television arrives in America
Jenn Shaw
Staff Writer

Bears, beets, ‘Battlestar Galactica.’”
This quote may sound familiar to 

those who watch “The Office,” one 
of many popular British shows converted 
for American viewers.

“The Office” received 4.6 million 
viewers the week of Feb. 7, according to a 
Nielsen rating.

Having moved to North Canton 
from England six months ago, freshman 
Kirsty Malloy knows firsthand about the 
differences and similarities between British 
and American television shows.

Malloy said her favorite of the converted 
television shows is “The Office,” a show 
about a dead-end paper company being run 
by an over-the-top boss. 

“It was converted the best,” she said. 
“It has the best transition out of all the 
shows.” 

Chemistry teacher Mr. Steve Wood said 
he also enjoys “The Office.”

“[There is] truth in some of what they 
talk about,” he said.

Malloy said she enjoys 
“The Office” because the 
humor “focuses on irony and 
awkwardness.”

In addition to the reality 
of the show Wood said he 
prefers the American version 
because of the actors.

“I don’t like [Ricky 
Gervais] as much as Steve 
Carell,” he said.

Carell plays the character 
of Michael Scott, the boss of 
the local branch of Dunder 
Mifflin.

“Michael Scott is so 
pathetic and a 
horrible boss, 
[but] you want 
him to end up 
with the girl he 
likes,” Wood 
said.

A n o t h e r 
p o p u l a r 
conversion is 
“Top Gear,” 
a show about 
motor vehicles 
and testing their 
limits. “Top 

Gear” went on air in the United States in 
2005 on BBC America after starting in 
1977 as a television show based off the 
magazine of the same name.

Freshman Andrew Morris said he 
has seen both the American and British 
versions.

“[Both shows] do challenges to test their 
limits and see what they can and can’t do,” 
Morris said.

Morris said he enjoys watching the 
American version better because it focuses 
on American cars rather than British cars.

The most recently converted television 
show that is rising in popularity as well as 
controversy is “Skins.” 

Senior Amy Hamilton watches the 
American version of “Skins,” which is 
based off its British counterpart of the same 
name.

“The show is about a group of kids who 
experience extreme problems and turn to 
drugs and alcohol for the fix,” she said.

Malloy watches the original British 
version of “Skins” that began in 2007.

“The show features a group of teenagers 

who are growing up having experiences 
with relationships [and] parties and 
decisions involving identity,” she said.

She said much of the content of the 
British “Skins” is controversial.

“It features a lot of controversial content 
such as the use of drugs and teenage 
relationships which can be a volatile subject 
within society,” Malloy said.

Hamilton said the show’s content 
compares to that of other MTV shows such 
as  “Jersey Shore.”

“When I saw commercials it looked like 
another stupid MTV show like ‘The Real 
World’ and ‘Jersey Shore’ that only plays 
for entertainment,” she said.

Hamilton said she thinks the show seems 
false and a poor representation of teens.

“To me the show is so false,” she said. 
“No teens live like that and they are really 
portraying our generation poorly.”nv  
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Reviews

Cold War Kids
Mine Is Yours

Joe Nichols
Greatest Hits

Joe Nichols, a country artist who started in 2002, has many great songs included in his newest CD “Joe 
Nichols: Greatest Hits.” Whether he’s driving to “Brokenheartsville,” finding the “Impossible,” or 
figuring out that “Size Matters,” Joe Nichols puts out several great hits every year. The song “Gimme 

That Girl,” talks about how Joe Nichols wants a girl with, “her hair in a mess, sleepy little smile with her 
head on my chest.” The song is based around how Joe Nichols just wants a simple girl. He doesn’t need 
a girl who is fancy; just a simple girl who is willing to stay at home and lay around with him. Another 
popular song, “The Shape I’m In,” is about him going out and getting a number from a girl, but losing 
a good woman. This song also talks about how he is doing after they break up and how things are hard 
for him. Both of these songs have reached the charts. If you are a fan of country and are unfamiliar with 
Joe Nichols, “Joe Nichols: Greatest Hits” is an excellent album to pick up to introduce yourself to his 
music. 

– Mara Nickel

– Marsha Duff

The Script
Science and Faith

Bright Eyes
The People’s Key

– Katie Markijohn

Oh please, don’t tell me this is another one of those amateur boy bands I listened to in eighth 
grade!” This is a suitable reaction when one first starts listening to Cold War Kids’ latest album, 
“Mine is Yours.” The cheesy lyrics of their first song, “Mine Is Yours,” were reminiscent of the 

stupid songs of All Time Low and Mayday Parade. For example, “All my stones become your pearls; 
all of my trials are your treasures.” But as you continue through the album and the lyrics get better, 
you will notice there was one main difference between those boy bands and Cold War Kids: talent. The 
rich voice of Nathan Willett continued to impress me, especially with the amazing falsetto in the song 
“Sensitive Kid” with, “I know you were born with a heart of gold, but I want a purple heart that cannot 
dissolve.” The percussions also caught my attention especially at the beginning of the song, “Out of 
the Wilderness.” The band has a little bit of everything, and although this isn’t a band with very unique 
aspects, they still have the full package.

The Script released their second studio album, “Science and Faith,” after the instant success of 
their first single off the album, “For the First Time.” The album mixes a soft rock sound with the 
signature Script lyrics and rhythm to create a pleasing second installment. The album features 

12 tracks with one of the tracks, “Walk Away,” featuring the hit rap artist B.O.B. “Dead Man Walking” 
mixes slow and soft lyrics with an eventual blast of emotion and feeling. “For the First Time” tells the 
struggle of two people trying to make it through the hard times of their relationship. The title track 
“Science and Faith” tells the story of love and that it is not always found on the surface of things. The 
Script shows emotion and exude genuine feeling through their lyrics. Each song on the album tells the 
story of real life struggles that the general population is dealing with today. The album is sure to further 
the success of the Irish band in the U.S. and establish them as a band to watch in the near future. The 
realness and genuine feeling of the album would make it a good addition to anyone’s collection.

For the first time in four years, the indie rock band Bright Eyes released a new album titled, “The 
People’s Key.” All ten tracks are unique and catchy. “Jejune Stars,” is one of the catchiest. It fizzes 
with melody and a sense of heady nostalgia. The track, “Shell Games,” starts out slow and dramatic, 

but quickly speeds up with meaningful lyrics and a few more instruments. “A Machine Spiritual” seemed 
slightly more folk, but they performed it well. The lyrics, “the people’s key, ringing filling everything, the 
theme repeats, thinner than the galaxy,” are peculiar and mysterious, but enjoyable. One of the weaker 
tracks was “Firewall” because the first few minutes were similar to an inspirational speech.  If you decide 
only to listen to one song on the whole album, “Beginner’s Mind” should be the one you pick. It starts out 
with a rhythm that gets you tapping your foot and soon picks up to more of an air drum solo. If indie rock 
floats your boat and if you enjoy catchy lyrics, “The People’s Key” is something you should check out.

– Ashlea Thomas
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Never Say Never

– Rachel Baran

The Rite

– Katie Livick
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The world of Catholicism is a curious thing, and “The Rite” 
details the dark side of that unfamiliar world. In the words 
of Father Lucas Trevant (Anthony Hopkins), “You can only 

defeat it when you believe in it.” The movie immediately takes a 
dark but serious tone; portrayed as a skeptic, Michael Kovak (Colin 
O'Donoghue) decides the only way to escape the dreary mortician-
practicing life is to run off and become a priest. After going through 
the proper teaching, he sends in a letter of resignation to his main 
instructor, Father Matthew (Toby Jones). 

When the two discuss that his reason for leaving is because 
of Michael’s lack of faith, Father Matthew suggests he tries the 
rite of exorcism being taught at the Vatican. Upon arrival at the 
teachings, Michael and a classmate, Angeline (Alice Braga), 
challenge the ideas of their instructor, Father Xavier (Ciarán 
Hinds), who recommends that Michael visit Father Lucas. As 
an unorthodox priest who had performed over 1,000 exorcisms, 
Father Lucas seemed like a more realistic choice of a teacher for 
someone like Michael. To help him believe that the Devil is a real 
and constant force, Father Lucas decides to have Michael tag along 
during exorcisms. When a pregnant teenager walks in, Michael is 
immediately doubtful, but as he sees her long-going exorcism play 
out, he realizes there are certain things he cannot explain. Michael 

also meets a young boy who claims a demonic mule is hurting 
him in his dreams, proved by bite and hoof marks on his body. 
Suddenly, strange events occur in Michael’s life, and the most 
unlikely person is possessed by a horrible demon; a demon that 
reveals he has haunted Michael his entire life. 

Inspired by true events, this movie takes a more serious and 
realistic tone on exorcisms and faith. There is not a dull moment 
in the movie and it truly thrills the audience until the end. It is not 
uncommon for people to question their religion, and “The Rite” 
shows that questioning. All the holy water is shut in its container, 
all the crosses hung and all the demons shoed away by the end, 
leaving you with one probing question: do you believe?

Time to break out those “Mrs. Bieber” cropped tops—the 
boy has sold out a show at Madison Square Gardens and 
now boasts a full-length film under his studded belt. 

“Justin Bieber: Never Say Never” is basically a Bieber 
documentary of the 16-year-old’s life so far, however brief—kind 
of like when Miley Cyrus wrote a memoir—a bit odd at such a 
young age. Interviews from his entourage, including manager 
Scooter Braun, vocal coach “Mama” Jan Smith and mentor Usher 
along with anecdotes about the young star’s humble beginnings 
from his mother and grandfather give viewers an intimate behind-
the-Bieber look at his “My World” tour. 

Also dispersed throughout the picture are tidbits of his MSG 
show, so up-close and personal that anyone can feel as though they 
witnessed the concert from the first row.  

The film hits its mark as far as being an inspiration to young 
people who can take his “anyone can be a superstar” message to 
heart. Young fans will ogle and squeal when his charisma floods 
the screen and feel faint as he whips his hair back and forth every 
other minute. 

There are touching, never mind, somewhat rehearsed, moments 
between Bieber and his fans that make audience hearts light up. 
Bieber’s image lacks any sort of flaw or negative connotation—
which is exactly where the movie falls short. 

His charm may be able to support an hour-long “Behind the 
Music” special, but there is completely inadequate conflict to 
sustain a 105-minute feature film and keep the youngsters from 
nodding off. Eventually the novelty wanes and children begin to 
shift in their seats, anxious to make a bathroom run or two. 

“Never Say Never” is definitely not an experience for everyone; 
hardly ever could it be described as a must-see for any person with 
any discernable amount of testosterone, nor could it serve as a date 
movie or a family affair. 

Basically, and unsurprisingly, it takes the mentality of a preteen 
girl to fully enjoy the product in its entirety. 
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When students think of gym class, 
they usually envision changing 
clothes or taking two weeks out 

of their summer. 
However, there may be another option 

available as early as next school year.
Assistant principal Mr. Jeff Breit said 

the new credit system came from the state 
and should be approved in time for the 
2011-12 school year. 

“The state is allowing what we call 
credit flex,” he said. “When we have peo-
ple involved in marching band, athlet-
ics and cheerleading, obviously that’s 
physical activity they receive. Our 
basis was there are other aspects to 
physical education.”

Breit said members of marching 
band, cheer squads and any other 
board-approved athletics are eligible for 
the credit flex program. 

Freshman Sally Smith said she believes 
the new credit system is a good idea.

“I think that it’s really good to let people 
have that option,” she said.

Smith also participates in marching 
band and said she is glad it will count for a 
gym credit.

“We do work really hard getting down 
in all the formations,” she said. “It’s a lot of 
work. I think it should be a gym credit.”

However, being a part of the activity is 
not enough. There are a few requirements 
that students must meet.

“You have to reach a certain amount of 
hours,” he said. 

Breit said this time requirement is 60 
hours and students are not allowed to quit 
or be removed from the team if they want it 
to count toward credit flex.

“You have to see it through from begin-
ning to end,” he said. 

Even with the new program, the basic 
credit requirements will remain the same, 
according to gym teacher Mrs. Erika 
Ruch. 

“All students, no matter what they’re 
involved in, have to take one semester of 
physical education and one semester of 
health,” she said. “Students who are not in-
volved in a sport or band or cheerleading 
will have to take one additional semester 
of either physical education or a physical 
education elective.”

There are four of those physical educa-
tional electives, Ruch said.

One of the options is called Females in 
Training. This girls-only class will involve 
yoga, kickboxing and strength training, ac-
cording to the integrated wellness course 
descriptions in the handbook. 

Option number two is Peak Perfor-
mance. 

“The bulk of that class is going to be 
strength training and weight lifting,” Ruch 
said. 

The third option for students seeking 
a physical education elective is Enhanced 
Competition. This class will consist of 
floor hockey, mat ball, badminton, soccer, 
basketball, football, volleyball and other 
sports, in the form of tournament play.

The final option is the only one that will 
take place outside of the school day.

Strength Training will be held Monday 
through Thursday at seven a.m. in the sta-
dium weight room.

“[It] is for students who are experienced 
with weight training,” Ruch said. 

All four of these electives will count for 
one semester, or 1/4 credit, of gym, Ruch 
said.

Breit said  students can only use credit 
flex for 1/4 of a gym credit.

“This doesn’t excuse from a health 
class,” he said. “The other 1/4 credit has to 
come through class work.”

However, this doesn’t mean that stu-
dents who use a credit flex can’t take an 
extra gym class.

“Students who are exempt from one 
semester of physical education still have 
the option of taking an elective if they still 

want to have one stress-free class dur-
ing the day,” Ruch said. 

School programs are not the only 
programs accepted for credit flex. 

According to the Credit Flexibility 
brochure, students can get credit for 
being a part of other approved physical 

activities, such as dance or martial arts.
If a student wishes to count one of those 

activities for credit flex, they must fill out 
a Credit Flexibility application and a certi-
fied instructor must verify that the required 
amount of hours have been met, according 
to the Credit Flexibility brochure. 

 Ruch said with all these changes, the 
number of students taking physical educa-
tion classes will probably change.

“I think that we will probably have ei-
ther fewer students in physical education 
class with the addition of multiple elec-
tives, or we might have one less intro to 
physical education class altogether,” she 
said. “I guess it just depends on how many 
students take the elective rather than regu-
lar physical education class.”

Catherine Morris
Staff Writer

“Our basis was there are other 
aspects to physical education.” 
                                 – Mr. Jeff Breit

nThe marching band performs at a game. 
Marching band is being counted as a 
credit. nCheerleaders cheer at a basket-
ball game; they will be given credits for 
gym. nFootball players and other sports 
will also be given credit.

Exempt from gym class
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Hoover to count band, sports involvement as credit
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The Pittsburgh Steelers were denied 
their seventh Super Bowl victory 
by the Green Bay Packers Feb. 6 

in Arlington, Texas with a score of 31-25. 
Although the game has ended, fans of both 
teams will go on to fondly recall this game 
or bitterly regret it. 

Juniors Michael Deckman, a Steelers 
fan, and Salman Safir, a Packers fan, belong 
in opposite camps. Deckman said he was a 
long-time Steelers fan and he liked them 
“even before they were good.” He said he 
had high expectations for the Steelers in the 
Super Bowl.

“They had more experience than the 
Green Bay Packers and had won 
more Super Bowls,” he said.

Safir said he had some doubts 
but was still pulling for his favorite 
team.

“As a fan, I believed we would 
make it, but we had 15 guys on 
injured reserve, so the odds were against 
us,” he said.

Mr. Nick Gamble, math teacher and 
wrestling coach, said he not only expected 
the Steelers to win based on their previous 
Super Bowl visits but also wanted them to 
win. He said the Packers were on a “good 
roll” at the end of the season.

“To do what they did with that lineup 
and all the injuries is pretty remarkable,” 
he said.

Sophomore David Trujillo rejoices not 
for the Packers’ win, but the Steelers’ loss. 

Trujillo said he “honestly couldn’t care 
less” about the Packers winning, but was 
glad the Steelers lost.

“Clearly they didn’t deserve to win; they 
simply weren’t the better team,” he said.

Trujillo said “there are some good 
guys on [the Steelers]” but his reason for 
disliking the Steelers so strongly is due to 
their popularity.

“I have hated them since their fan base 
sucked up half of northeastern Ohio,” he 
said.

Another reason he gives for hating them 
is based on the legitimacy of many of their 
fans, he said.

 “I hate how all of them here try to 
make up some phony connection between 
themselves and the city, rather than just 
admitting they root for the team in front,” 

he said. “I also hate how they refer to the 
entire team as ‘we.’ They are not on the 
team; most don’t even play football.”

Aside from his complaints about the 
Steelers and their fans, Trujillo felt their 
loss was “justice.” Gamble said the main 
reason they lost was due to turnovers.

“The Steelers gave up the ball three 
times, and you can’t win a game with three 
turnovers usually,” he said.

According to an article by The 
Washington Post Feb. 7, the Packers 
were able to convert each turnover into a 
touchdown, which adds up to 21 points. 
Safir said the most memorable play of the 
game was the interception for a touchdown 
by Green Bay free safety Nick Collins in 

the first quarter.
“I was excited we scored a touchdown 

and then immediately after, we were up by 
14 points,” he said.

Although Deckman said he was 
disappointed with Steelers quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger and his two interceptions, 
he said the fumble in the fourth quarter was 
what really decided the game.

“When Clay Matthews hit Rashard 
Mendenhall, it put the game away with a 
fumble,” he said.

Gamble said Mendenhall’s fumble was 
“the biggest play of the game.”

All of  the turnovers raise the question:  
did the Steelers lose the game by 
m a k i n g 
m i s t a k e s 
or did the 
P a c k e r s 
win it by 
ou tp lay ing 
them?  Safir 
said he feels 
it was a 
“combo of 
both.”

“If you 
look at it, 
s o m e b o d y 
had to 
force those 

turnovers, which I think Green Bay did a 
good job of,” he said.

Despite the Steelers coming up short in 
the Super Bowl, Deckman said he remains 
optimistic for next year.

“I hope they will get all the way back to 
the Super Bowl,” he said. “I hope they get 
back to the Super Bowl to play the Packers 
and [beat them badly].”

Gamble said the Steelers are not going 
to have too hard of a time bouncing back 
from this next year.

“Steelers are going to keep getting 
better,” he said. “They will bring back their 
core, heal up their offensive line and be 
good for next year.”

Even though Safir is a Packers fan, he 
said the Steelers will do just fine 
next year.

“The Steelers are always a 
good team,” he said. “They have 
good managers that are smart, 
they’re a young team and they 
also have a good quarterback. I 

think you could see this match-up again in 
the future, especially with that defense.”

Gamble said he agreed the match-up is 
possible for next year’s Super Bowl.

“You may see that match-up again next 
year, you never know,” he said.

As for the future of the Packers, Safir 
said he believes there is a lot of potential 
and this could easily be the beginning of 
a dynasty.

“Statistically, we’re the second youngest 
team in the NFL right now,” he said. “We’re 
getting our guys off injured reserves, we 
have a draft pick coming up and we’re 
experienced with a Super Bowl under our 
belt now.”

Packers win Super Bowl
Xavier Carr
Staff Writer
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“If you look at it, somebody had to force 
those turnovers, which I think Green Bay 
did a good job of.”   – Salman Safir
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A record breaking night
Evans, Montgomery achieve personal milestones

nv

As the final buzzer sounded Feb. 
11, the boys basketball game 
concluded with several broken 

records. 
Senior Nyles Evans broke two of 2005 

graduate Bret Wackerly’s when he hit a 
three pointer in the fourth quarter to set a 
new career record with 1,091 points. Soon 
after, he made two free throws to secure 
the single game record with 46 points. The 
conclusion of the game also gave Coach 
Randy Montgomery his 500th career win 
as a head coach and a new game-high score 
of 107 points breaking the 101 record. 

Evans has been playing basketball since 
he was five and said his father and brother 
have inspired him as a player.

“I want to follow in my brother’s 
footsteps to be better,” he said.

Without the help of his coach and 
teammates, Evans said his record breaking 
night would not have occurred 

“I love my coach,” he said. “He is a great 
guy and my teammates are supportive.” 

Montgomery said Evans is a team player 
and works hard for the program. He said he 
was glad Evans broke the record at home 
and since it was his 500th win, Montgomery 
said it was extra special. 

“It was a neat surprise,” he said. “To 
break these kinds of things is one night 
is special. Hopefully it will propel us 

forward.” 
Evans agreed and said he hopes the 

game gives the team greater motivation for 
the state tournament as they enter with a 
10-7 record.

“We have to move on, but we will use 
it as momentum for the tournament,” he 
said. “We are better than our record shows. 
We’ve worked so hard and hopefully, our 
dream comes true and we win the district.”

Senior Steve Barbush witnessed the 
record breaking game and said it was 
special to see Evans and Montgomery earn 
such honors.

“Witnessing the records being broken 
was great,” he said. “[Evans] definitely 
deserves to have those records with all the 
hard work and effort I’ve seen him put into 
becoming the player that he is.” 

Senior guard Chad Feinberg said he 
enjoys playing with Evans and has for the 
past four years. 

“He’s pushed me in practice and made 
me a better player,” he said. “He hates 
losing and he does what’s best to win.” 

Feinberg also said Montgomery has 
caused the team and program’s success for 
the nine years he has been the head coach.  

“It felt good to finally get him his 500th 
win because it took us two weeks,” he said. 
“He knows what he is doing and knows 
how to win.”

Barbush made a sign before the game  and 
had members of the student section sign the 

poster thanking him for a strong program. 
    “I decided to make the poster to show 
how much we, as students and a community, 
appreciate what Coach Montgomery has 
done for us,” he said. 

Montgomery previously coached at 
Triway High School where he won 342 
games, but decided to move to North 
Canton for his family. 

“We were impressed by the school 
district,” he said. “I spent three years as 
the assistant coach at Walsh and I liked the 
area. It seemed like a good fit.” 

Since the win, Montgomery said the 
game brought about thanks for his career.

“It is very humbling because there have 
been so many congratulatory activities 
which is [much] appreciated,” he said. “I’m 
fortunate that I’ve had great, dedicated 
players for the success of the team and 
program. I’ve been blessed over the 
years.”

Montgomery also said each year brings 
new talent and begins a different chapter. 
He said there is more to a team than practice 
and games. 

“It’s not success to win or lose; it’s the 
effort you put in to be successful,” he said. 
“If you give your best in every aspect in 
life—that is success.” 
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nNyles Evans hugs his father after his re-
cord-breaking game against Fitch. nSteve 
Barbush holds up a 500 sign in honor of 
Montgomery’s career milestone.
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K a t i e  M a r k i j o h n When wi l l  i t  end?
Makin’ my mark

tortured
“Each night Cavaliers fans have been

with losses averaging 10 plus points.”

The Cleveland 
C a v a l i e r s 
have so far 

shown a less than 
impressive record 
this season. 
Currently 10-46 the 
Cavs have shown 
their vulnerability 
and lack of ability 
to score. Each 
night Cavaliers 
fans have been 

tortured with losses averaging ten 
plus points. The Cavaliers showed 
signs in the preseason and early on 
in the regular season to continue 
a winning record with upsets over 
Boston and most recently over the 
LA Lakers. Finally with their tenth win 
the Cavs will have to begin rebuilding 
a team that last year had the best 
regular season NBA record.

The Cavaliers have been plagued with 
injuries that have put key players out for 
an extended period of time. Mo Williams 
was out with a strained hip and center 
Anderson Varejao is out for the rest of the 
season with a torn right ankle tendon. With 
the loss of these key players, Cleveland 
was lacking the veteran leadership in 
Williams and currently is lacking the 
tough grinding play of Varejao. This leaves 
them to play true rookie players such as 
newly signed Manny Harris. The Cavs are 
left with a team that seems confused and 
lost. Despite the fact that players such 
as Antawn Jamison and J.J. Hickson are 
scoring upwards of twenty points a game 
the Cavs are still unable to find a way to 
turn these assets into a win.

With the loss of LeBron James over 
the summer, the Cavs have been left 
without a lead scorer. They no longer 
have a player that can score points in the 
paint as well as points beyond the three 
point line. They are in need of a player 
who will step up and lead the team and 
in turn make plays for the remaining 
players. They need a scorer that not only 
puts points on the board but also makes 
rebounds and can assist the Cavs. They 
need someone to take the lead and the 
supporting cast can do the rest.

The Cavs do not have a drought of 

talent but merely a lack of connection 
and starvation for leadership. Coach 
Byron Scott needs to start his rebuilding 
process now by beginning to think about 
what needs to happen for the team in the 
near future. The team has a good supply 
of young promising talent in J.J. Hickson 
and Manny Harris. Both are young players 
and both have room for improvement. 
Yet, as it is with most players, they do not 
possess the leadership qualities that the 
Cavs so desperately need. 

A second underlying issue with the 

Cavaliers is the large contracts that they 
have on players such as Antawn Jamison. 
Although Jamison is averaging 17 points 
a night he is only a marginal player. With 
a salary of $13 million the Cavaliers are 
paying top dollar for an average player 
who is one of the older players on the 
team. The Cavs will need to waive these 
contracts if they are hoping to sign a more 
talented free agent in the off-season. 

A third issue seen with the Cavs is their 
consistent sluggish third 
quarter play. The Cavs will 
come out eager and ready 
to compete in the first half; 
then, in the beginning 
of the third quarter they 
will return with an almost 
unrecognizable step in 
their play. The Cavs need 
to play consistent and 
hard grinding basketball 
throughout the duration 
of the game. Coach 
Byron Scott is going to 
need to find the secret to 
motivating this team in 
the later minutes of play.

Although the Cavs 
seem to be at their lowest 
point there still remains 
hope for a new beginning 

and change. The Cavs hold contracts 
on versatile players who will only help 
in the future rebuilding process. Ramon 
Sessions and J.J. Hickson have shown 
promise and will hopefully play a key roll 
in the future to come. In addition,  every 
loss will put the Cavs closer to winning 
the rights to the first round draft pick this 
year. 

The Cavs will have to continue to 
change rotations and experiment with 
lineups and make even more versatile 
plays.

They will have to wait 
and hold on through this 
experimental season. 
Finishing out the rest of this 
season is the only thing they 
can do at this point. They 
will need to start to think 
about a possible draft pick 
and free agents that can be 
signed over the summer.   

Meanwhile, they will need to continue 
to try everything possible to recreate 
their team into a small image of what it 
was last season and hope that Coach 
Scott can turn things around. In time the 
Cavs will return to their earlier state. It 
is possible with a lot of smart decisions 
and strategic planning. At this point all 
may seem lost but with a little devotion 
and optimism anything is possible. It will 
eventually come to an end.
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Sports Briefs

– Clint Yoos
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Boys Basketball
The boys were defeated 56-47 by Perry Feb. 9. Hoover shot 1-10 beyond 
the arc and in the first 16 minutes shot 2-20 from the field. Perry led by as 
much as 14 points in the half. The Vikings were able to cut the lead to 37-
38. Despite the comeback the boys were unable to come away with the win. 
Lead scorers for the Vikings were sophomore Dom Iero with 15 points, 
senior Kyle Arnold with 12 points and senior Nyles Evans with 11 points. 
The boys will be back in action in an attempt to get another win. 

Boys Hockey
The boys hockey team’s league record was 11-12-2. This includes recent wins 
against the Parma Redman and Western Reserve Pioneers. Unfortunately, 
the Vikings lost their semi–final game against the Mayfield Wildcats in the 
Blue Division Baron Cup game. Senior Ethan Bishop had over 40 saves and 
sophomore Bradley Harcourt scored their only goal. 

Boys Swimming 
Recently, the boys swim team has achieved great success. By beating Jackson 
103-80, the boys secured the Federal League title Jan. 28. Following that, 
the Boys topped Perry in a subsequent meet Feb. 3. The final score was 115-
55. With a full boat of accolades, the boys rolled into sectionals.

The wrestling team hosted Jackson Feb. 9 and lost the match 31 to 18. Despite 
a hard effort from all of its placers the Vikings were unable to wrestle the bears 
into submission. Placers for the Vikings included Nick Fausnight, Jordan Wakser, 
Tyler Newbauer, Ryan Teis, Tyler Stoltz and Joey Howard. The boys will be back 
in action at the Youth League State Tournament.

Wrestling

Girls Basketball
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As the winter starts to approach its dramatic close, it looks 
like sports will begin to be played as usual once more. All 

the make-up games have been played and the playoff push is 
about to begin. 

The boys basketball team will be hungry for a title in lieue 
of the recent records set. Senior Nyles Evans and coach Randy 
Montgomery will look to lead the Vikings to the title. The girls 
are also in the hunt for success, but the McKinley Bulldogs will 
provide fierce competition. 

In swimming, there will be sectionals for the Federal League 
champion competitors, and with a thaw approaching, nothing 
should impede their progress. 

Additionally, the hockey team captured fame as they marched 
on with an 8-4 victory against Twinsburg.

So, without further ado, here are the stat lines.

n Recently, the boys swim team recaptured the federal league 
title by beating Jackson in a close meet. They went to sectionals 
Feb. 12.
n In the waning phases of their season, the girls fell 59-32 against 

McKinley’s impressive squad. The girls will be wrapping up their 
final games against Saint Vincent Saint Mary and Minerva.
n The boys basketball team recently began the federal league 

tournament. The boys most recently lost to Louisville Feb. 15 with 
a score of 69-60.
n The boys wrestling squad unfortunately lost their last dual 

meet to Jackson. The boys will try to turn things around in the 
Youth League State Tourney.
n The boys hockey squad finished the regular season with a 

loss to Mayfield Feb. 12. Subsequently, they shall begin the district 
tournament Feb. 16 against Twinsburg.

The Girls Basketball team won their Federal League game against Austintown 
Fitch  71-43. In their second round of tournaments, Feb. 7, the Vikings took on 
the Boardman Spartans, and pulled yet another win 65-52. The girls suffered a 
tough loss against the McKinley Bulldogs Feb. 12 in the third round of the Federal 
League tournament. The final score was 59-32.  The girls lost Feb. 14 against 
St.Vincent- St. Mary; the final score was 59-49.

n Senior Kyle Arnold goes to the basket for 
a layup against Fitch Feb. 11. The team set 
a new school record scoring 107 points.
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sports

captured

n (Clockwise from top left) Junior Taylor Moore looks for 
the ball while posting up a Jackson defender. The boys 
won  the Federal League match up 60-48.n Junior Elaine 
Koberlein performs a trick on the uneven bars during a 
gymnastic practice. The gymnastics team advanced to the 
District tournament for the first time in school history. n Se-
nior Alex Poinar looks to take down his opponent. Hoover 
hosted the sectional tournament Feb. 18-19.


	COVER 6
	2-3 TOC 6
	4-5 NEWS 6
	6-7 NEWS 6
	8-9 NEWS 6
	10-11 FEATURES 6
	12-13 FEATURES 6
	14-15 FEATURES 6
	16-17 FEATURES 6
	18-19 INDEPTH 6
	20-21 INDEPTH 6
	22-23 INDEPTH 6
	24-25 OPINION 6
	26-27 OPINION 6
	28-29 ENTERTAINMENT 6
	30-31 ENTERTAINMENT 6
	32-33 ENTERTAINMENT 6
	34-35 SPORTS 6
	36-37 SPORTS 6
	38-39 SPORTS 6 
	40 SPORTS 6

