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The Viking Views is a student-run newspaper produced 
seven times a year to approximately 1,900 students and staff, 
as well as members of the community. As student editors make 
content decisions independently of the school’s staff and admin-
istration, the paper is considered a forum for student opinion. It 
is therefore exempt from prior review or restraint in both prin-
ciple and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encouraged. Letters 
must be signed, but, upon request, they may be published anon-
ymously at the discretion of the staff. The Viking Views reserves 
the right to edit letters for space and content in order to maintain 
the paper’s high standards against obscenity, libelous material, 

and personal attacks. Letters that exhibit a 
blatant disregard for such standards will not be considered for 
publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a majority of the 
editorial board. No one individual may be held responsible for the 
opinions expressed therein. Signed editorials and columns reflect 
the opinion of the writer and not The Viking Views, adviser or 
school. The Viking Views takes all measures possible to make a 
clear distinction between fact and opinion in all news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views will print retractions 
as they are brought to the attention of the staff.          
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Dear Readers,Letter from the Editors

Your Editors,

   April showers bring May flowers, hopefully. While spring is 
finally here, we can enjoy spending our time outside without 
freezing. The Viking Views is happy to introduce to you our 
April Issue!
   If you have not been to Muggswigz Coffee Shop, you are 
missing out! USA Today ranked Muggswigz in the Top 10 Coffee 
Shops in America. We get the inside scoop on Muggswigz and 
everything you would like to know about it on page 8.
    While prom might seem far away, you should start thinking 
ahead before the big day. On page sixteen, we give some 
helpful hints on how to ask your date to prom in a creative 
way!
   The Viking Views dates all the way back to 1948! In InDepth 
we reminisce on unforgettable stories throughout the years in 
our newsmagazine. They say history repeats itself; take a look 
at some previous stories and you might even learn something 
new.
   In Entertainment news, the middle school presented Aladdin 
Junior this month. Take a look at some pictures and read about 
how the show came together. 
   Spring sports are here which means so is Powder Puff! We 
look forward to the big game and get a preview on pages 34 
and 35.
   We hope this last 9 weeks treats you just as well as the 
last one. We hope all of our readers enjoy this issue and look 
forward to the next. We wish you all a Happy Spring!

KARINNA ROKNICH
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NEWS|

— Abott Electric Inc.
— Ameriprise Financial Advisor —
    Steve Landy
— Aqeel A. Sandhu, M.D./Heart
    Core, LLC
— The Becker Family 
— Randall H. Blevins, O.D.
— Drs. Brandau & Unger
— Canton Christian Home
— Canton Women’s Center 
— Dr. Charles E. Belles & Dr. Ted
    A. Rath — Optometrists
— John and Patty Crofford 
    and family
— Pat and Kristen DeChellis
— DeHOFF Realtors
— Ermanno’s Legendary Pizza
— The Esber Family
— David J. Farinacci, D.D.S.
— Mike and Lynnette Gallina
— The Greenwald Family/ 
    GDK & Company 
— Gregory Industries
— Harrington Management Group
— Gary and Shirley Horton
— Vic and Cynthia Hunt
— Dave and Marge Johnson
— Dave and Barb Johnson
— The Leeson Family
— The Luthy-Moneypenny Family
— North Canton Veterinary Clinic
— Thomas M. Paumier, D.D.S. 
— I R Power Cable Co.
— Portage Sunoco
— Tom & Tonya Preston
— Kisling, Nestico & Redick 
    @ 1-800-HURT-NOW 
— Rhonda F. & Andrea M. Com-
    pany, DDS and Associates
— Alice M. Robertson
— RS Expediting 
— Salon 3
— Schoolhouse Quilt Shop
— Walter Soduk, D.D.S. 
    “For all your smile needs.”
— Roger and Erika Stewart
— St. Paul Lifeteen
— John, Elaine, Maria,Tim and
   Eleanor Stroia
— George T. Williams, D.D.S.

Our
Patrons

n On April 5, 13 teams from various 
organizations  around Stark County 
competed in the “Iron Crafter” 
competition. This was held at the Canton-
area Pat  Catan’s Craft Center. Students 
Raiana and Sophie Fonte, Amber 
Knepper, and Claire Kreuwieser were all 
involved.

n Marine Biology students traveled to 
the Bahamas April 4 for an in-depth study 
of the aquatic animals and vegetation. 

n The Hoover Choir traveled to New York 
City April 3-6 to compete in a singing 
competition. Choir members also saw 
Broadway shows and toured the city.

n Senior Citizen’s Prom will be held 
April 26 in the commons. The event is 
sponsored by Leadership Club.

n Super Service Saturday was held April 
5. Members of National Honor Society 
volunteered in the community during 
the day then gathered in the commons 
to paint ceiling tiles for the children’s 
hospital, write birthday cards for staff 
members, among other things (see 
below). 

n The 2014 Stark County High School 
Art was held at the Canton Museum of 
Art March 21 through April 4. Artwork 
by Hoover students Taylor Walsh, Emily 
Olszewski, Kristi Morris, Sam Blike, 

news in
 b

ri
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Compiled by Ally Tsenekos & HAnnAH Gill Mary Avery, and Alex Malcolm was 
displayed.  
n Students pre-registered for the Armed 
Services Vocational Aptitude Battery 
will take the test April 10 in room B-3. 
The ASVAB determines qualifications for 
enlistment in the U.S. Armed Forces.

n North Canton City School teachers 
were recognized by The Education 
Endowment Fund. Winners include: 
Theanna Orr‑‑Classified Award, Jennifer 
Tarbet  --Educator Award, TJ Roach-
 --Educator Award, Todd Davy--Citizen 
Award. The recognition dinner will be held 
April 23 in the commons. 

n The Break the Grey organization spoke 
to seniors and juniors April 9 in Hoover 
Hall. The organization promotes the 
benefits of making positive decisions. 

n The North Canton Middle School 
production of Aladdin was held in Hoover 
Hall April 11-13.

n The PARCC Test was administered in 
the auxiliary gym April 4 to junior English 
students and sophomore geometry 
students. The test is given by the state 
to introduce a new form of testing and 
to ensure academic standards are being 
met.
 
n The last day of school will be held 
May 30. An additional school day was 
added on due to the days that were not 
covered by blizzard bags or the calamity 
day allowance by the state. 

           pHoTo by liz deeds

2
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AROUND THE WORLD    APRIL  2014

Kabul, Afghanistan
Afghans participated in a historical 
presidential election April 5. Nearly 
7 million votes were cast in hopes of 
reaching a more democratic era.  

Dallas 
The NCAA Division I Men’s 
Basketball Final Four tournament 
was held in Dallas April 5-7. 
The University of Connecticut 
defeated The University of 
Kentucky for the championship 
title by a score of 60-54.

Pretoria, South Africa  
Olympian Oscar Pistorius stands 
trial for the murder of his 
girlfreind. Pistorius was charged 
with murder and is seeking bail. 

Murrysville, Pennsylvania 
16-year-old Alex Hribal 
moved from classroom 
to classroom stabbing 
students April 9 at Franklin 
Regional Senior High 
School. Hribal injured 20 
students and a security 
officer. Police say he will be 
tried as an adult. 

Guinea
An outbreak of the Ebola virus 
has killed 137 people in West 
Africa. Ebola is one the world’s 
deadliest viruses and kills 90 
percent of the people it infects. 
World heath organizations fear 
its rapid spread.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT/WIKIPEDIA
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Back to the U.S.S.R. 
Trent Cash 
Zach Esber 
Staff Writers

As Russia begins to expand, world tension rises

Protesters clash with Police in central 
Kiev, UKraine.

Feb. 20 March 17

On Nov. 21, Ukranian President 
Yanukovych refused strengthened 
trade agreements with the 

European Union to pursue further alliance 
with Russia. Following Yanukovych’s 
decision, protests broke out as 100,000 
people attend a demonstration in Kiev, 
marking the largest in Ukraine since the 
Orange Revolution.

Problems were exacerbated Feb. 20 
when Kiev witnessed the most violent day 
in 70 years. During the conflict, at least 88 
people were killed in 48 hours. 

Two days later, former President Viktor 
Yanukovych fled the country followed by 
protesters taking control of government 
buildings. Later that day, Yanukovych 
appeared on television to speak to his 
former constituents.

“The events witnessed by our country 
and the whole world are an example of a 
coup d’etat,” Yanukovych said.

Following Yanukovych’s ousting 
from power, Parliament named speaker 
Olexander Turchynov as interim president. 
Given the abrupt change in power, a warrant 
was issued for Yanukovych’s arrest

Russian involvement in the conflict 
increased when pro-Russian gunmen 
seized key buildings in the Crimean capital 
port city of Simferopol. Later, unidentified 

gunmen in combat uniforms, believed to be 
Russian forces, appeared outside Crimea’s 
main airports.

On March 1, Russia’s Parliament 
approved Vladimir Putin’s request to use 
force in Ukraine to protect Russian interests. 
Countering Russian actions, President of 
the United States, Barack Obama urged 
Putin to pull forces out of Crimea.

Annexation of Crimea was solidified 
when results from the March 16 referendum 
indicated that 97 percent Crimeans favored 
the Russian annexation of Crimea. In 
response, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin defended his actions and signed a bill 
confirming the annexation of Crimea two 
days later.

In an interview with the Associated Press 
on April 2, Viktor Yanukovych responded to 
the Russian seizure of Crimea. Yanukovych 
recognized mistakes he made in the past but 
hoped for a bright future for Ukraine.

“Crimea is a tragedy, a major tragedy,” 
Yanukovych said. “We must search 
for ways...so that Crimea may have 
the maximum degree of independence 
possible...but be part of Ukraine.”
History Comes Around

A strong nation, like Russia, abusing a 
weaker nation is a theme that’s been seen 
throughout history. One of the easiest 
connections to make to the occupation and 
announced annexation of Crimea can be 
made to the Nazi Germany expansionist 
policies.

Der Spiegel, a German online newsletter, 
reports that the German Finance Minister 
Wolfgang Schäuble has called out to 
Russian president Vladimir Putin, warning 
him that the world will see him as a modern 
day Hitler.

“Hitler already adopted such methods 
in Sudetenland,” Schäuble said in a public 
event. “That’s something we all know from 
history.” Following in the shoes of Hitler 
is a dangerous policy for any world leader, 
and Schäuble is making sure that Putin 
knows.

History has not shone well on Russia 
when they attempted to occupy Crimea. In 
the 1850s, Russia attempted to take Crimea, 
including the hotspot city known now as 
Sevastopol. The Russians were defeated by 
an alliance of Western nations. 

Western nations say that they will 
do all that they can to defend the ways 
of democracy and demand fairness in 
international politics, but will the 2014 
annexation of Crimea be an example of 
that? That’s yet to be seen, but only time 
will tell because history, if nothing else, 
tells us that Russia will not back down.
What Does The World Have To Say?

Defenders of democracy, Socialism 
safeguards and international watchdogs are 
up in arms over Russia’s invasion of the 
Ukraine. Or so they say.

According to the New York Times, 
Russian president Vladimir Putin 
recognizes the pressure that is being put on 

the scene in Kiev’s indePendence sqUare, the 
Maidan, one day after criMeans overwhelMing 
voted to join rUssia in a referendUM the United 
states and the eUroPean Union denoUnced as il-

legitiMate. 
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rUssia’s annexation of criMea, has not ended 
agitation for closer ties to rUssia in other Parts 
of UKraine. aboUt 5,000 PeoPle staged a rally in 
donetsK, to advocate closer ties for the region 

with rUssia, and not the eUroPean Union.

anti-eUroMaidan, Pro-rUssian Protesters 
stand on gUard oUtside the donetsK region 
adMinistration bUilding in donetsK, 

eastern UKraine.

March 22 April 8

him by the west, but he chooses to defy it 
nonetheless. If Putin is so willing to ignore 
the pressure, is the West putting enough 
pressure on him?

As always, international organizations 
such as the United Nations have 
“condemned” Putin’s actions. In other 
words, they sent him an angry letter telling 
him he better stop, or else. What is the “or 
else” though? 

The United States has been one of the 
most ardent opponents of the Russian 
expansionist efforts. While they’ve 
chosen not to pursue any sort of military 
intervention, many American companies 
have implemented economic sanctions 
against both imports and exports from 
Russia. 

Russia can’t strugglethrough the 
sanctions forever, but Russia is a strong 
and independent economy. Cooperation 
with the West, however, will be the largest 
hindrance to Russia.

According to USA Today, “The United 
States has suspended contact between 
NASA and its Russian counterpart over the 
ongoing situation in Ukraine.” 

Technology has always been a claim 
to fame for Russia, especially in space 
technology, so would this possibly be that 
which pushes them over the edge? Most 
likely not.

Russia, as history shows, is stubborn and 
will likely push through all condemnations 
and sanctions, so if the western world wants 
to see an end to the expansionist efforts, 
it will have to pull out the figurative, or 
possibly literal, big guns.
A Reporter’s Response

Sometimes the news reports and the 
vague stories that you hear on the news 

or, even 
w o r s e , 
f r o m 
friends, are 
confusing 
and full 
of holes 
at best. 
So, the 
ques t i on 
is, what 
is really 
going on 
across the 
world?

Russia 
is going 
to just 
keep on 
expanding 
until the 
w o r l d 
tells them 
to stop. They say that they’re only going 
to take Crimea, the autonomous region 
of Ukraine, because they want to join the 
Russian Federation. 

It’s possible that we’re going to see the 
return of the USSR.

The western world will only take it for 
so long, however. What will come of the 
expansion? Some would claim that Russia 
is just egging on a World War three because 
it’s inevitable conflict will come about.

One of the most interesting questions 
asked about the Russia conflict leaves the 
world wondering, if Crimea is officially a 
part of Russia or the Ukraine as of now. 
Russia and the Crimean government would 
say that the small region belongs to Russia, 
but the western world refuses to recognize 

the annexation. Only time can tell on that 
matter, but if the current course of action 
continues, it will belong to Russia.

If the western world wants to have 
Russia back down, it needs to pull on its 
big boy pants and tell Russia that if this 
action continues, they will be labeled as an 
international tyrant and that actions against 
any foreign government will be taken in the 
course that grievances aren’t redressed.

The people may feel helpless in the face 
of this situation, but the best thing they can 
do is to make sure they stay informed on 
the situation. 

Nothing progresses the troubles in 
society greater than an ignorant society, for 
if the people don’t know, the people can’t 
change anything. n

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT
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An award-winning sip
Muggswigz named Top 10 by USA Today

With the hundreds of Starbucks and 
chain stores riddled throughout 
the city, it’s hard to find a close, 

hometown coffee shop. Muggswigz is just 
that. Recently, Muggswigz Coffee and Tea 
Company was named one of the Top 10 
coffeehouses in the nation by 
USA Today. 

Opened in 2003 in 
downtown Canton, 
Muggswigz is an eclectic 
shop that offers coffee 
roasted in house and fresh 
tea direct from the growers. 

Muggswigz president, 
Alexander Haas, said the 
shop went through many 
changes since he became 
president. 

“We began roasting our 
own coffee and began a 
direct relationship with tea 
growers,” Haas said. “We 
also opened another store.” 

Not only do they roast 
their own coffee and tea, but 
their close attention to detail 
sets them apart. 

Lucas Carlisle, the Lake Cable 
shopkeeper, agreed.  

“It’s just the attention to detail,” Carlisle 

said. “We make all our baked goods in 
house and we use the freshest available 
ingredients.” 

In addition to the coffee itself, 
Muggswigz provides a hip atmosphere.

They have live entertainment 
every Tuesday for local talent.   
Junior Lexi Johnson has participated in 
these open mic nights several times along 

with fellow junior Savannah Biss.
“We have been going to Muggswigz 

since December,” Johnson said. “We started 
performing in January.” 

Live entertainment and an eclectic feel 
make Muggswigz a small shop with a lot 
of personality. 

Carlisle said this is very true of the 
company.  

“It’s a relaxing environment that’s 
positive for guests,” he said. “It’s providing 
a quality experience.”

Johnson agreed. 
“The people are generally 

friendly and the coffee is good,” 
she said. “It’s a comfortable 
spot to go with friends or a 
significant other.” 

It’s this quality experience 
that Muggswigz hopes will 
impact the community we live 
in. 

Haas agreed.
“We are improving our 

community through coffee and 
tea,” he said. 

It is this impact that got 
Muggswigz recognized by USA 
Today for the Top 10 article.

Chris Deferio, and industry 
expert, said the community 
focused company was deserving 
of the honor. 

“They’re very community 
focused and they want to do high- quality 
coffee in a place where you wouldn’t expect 
to find it,” Deferio said. “It’s one of those 
eclectic shops with chalkboards and lots of 

different flavors and 
run by high energy 
young people.” 

Johnson agreed 
that Muggswigz is 
very deserving of 
this honor. 

“The coffee is 
some of the best 
and the people 
aren’t afraid to start 
a conversation,” she 
said. “Even though 
it’s in the heart of 
downtown it is a 
calm place to do 
homework or hang 
out with friends.” n

Alexandra Miller
Staff Writer

Top 10 romantic restaurants of 2013, according to the Akron-Canton Hotlist
1) Gervasi Vineyard & Italian Bistro 

2) The Office Bistro (also won Best New American 2013)

3) Ken Stewart’s Lodge (also won Best Romantic restaurant since 2011)

4) Lanning’s (also won Best Romantic restaurant since 2011)

5) Desert Inn (also won Best Romantic restaurant since 2011)

6) Moe’s Restaurant (also won Best Romantic restaurant from 2010-2012)

7) Prime 93 — formerly Anthes (also best New American 2013)

8) 91 Wood Fire Oven (Best Romantic restaurant in 2008, 2010, 2011)

9) Downtown 140 (also Best Romantic restaurant in 2009)

10) The Oaks (nominated for Best Romantic restaurant)

                                                                                                — Compiled by Taylor Ulik
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Ask for Viking Special to redeem. Expires 12/20/2012. 

+

20 oz

$

4

99

Bring this coupon  

to Zepp’s any day  

after school

330-966-9453

1108 S. Main Street  

(next to Cake Lady)

@ZeppsPizza

Ask for Viking Special to redeem. Expires 3/30/2013

3459 Massilon Rd.
Uniontown, OH 44685

(330) 896-1434





 of Ohio L.L.C.














Greg James MA, PT

6531 Market Avenue North
North Canton, Ohio 44721
Washington Square Plaza

Call for an appointment

330-494-6655

NEO Therapy offers hands-on physical 
therapy in a convenient location. Teachers, 
let us help you with aching feet or aching 
backs. We accept your Aultcare insurance. 

And a physician referral is not required.

Northeast Ohio Therapy Associates

NEO
TherapyTherapy

P
hy

sic
al Therapy & Fitness

 Events
 Portraits
 Senior Photos
 Wall decor

www.katesphotography.biz

1664 N. Main St.
N. Canton OH 44720

(330) 244-2228

Commercial n Industrial n Residential

Brian Scherer
Service Manager
brian@whislerph.com

2521 Lincoln Way E. n Massillon, OH 44646

Fax: 330.833.0584
Ohio License #13771

Creative 

Catering
Bill and Mary’s Diner  
  

(330) 494-4468
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One step at a time. For 2008 Hoover 
graduate Kevin Dahl, each step 
carries a significant message.

According to his website, Dahl Across 
America, Dahl will begin his walk in 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, this month 
and end in Los Angeles. Not only is it a 
fundraiser for charity, it is a promotion of 
healthy living.

“This route is 2646 miles, and at a pace 
of 3 m.p.h., it will take a total of 868 hours 
of walking to complete,” Dahl said on his 
website. “My plan is to wake up as the sun 
rises [or before] and walk a total of 10 hours 
[30 miles] a day, seven days a week.”

Dahl’s mother, Victoria Dahl, spoke 
with The Viking Views about her son’s 
charity walk. She said as the youngest of 
three brothers, Dahl grew up tough and 
strong-minded.

“I know that if Kevin has set a goal, he 
will accomplish it,” she said. “I am thrilled 
with Kevin choosing to walk for charity 
because it will help others. I believe this 
will be one of the greatest experiences of 
his life and he will learn so much about our 
country and its people.”

Crossing America

Hoover staff members recall Kevin Dahl 
as someone with much potential.

“He was a kind-hearted kid,” English 
teacher Mr. Casey Clark said of Dahl. 
“He was friends with everyone. I couldn’t 
see him [in high school] taking on this 
responsibility, but I’m very impressed to 
see the person he’s become.” 

Dahl states three main reasons as to why 
he’s walking across the country: promoting 
physical activity, finding America and 
sharing it and something he calls “50 
smaller reasons.”

“I have always loved sports and being 
active in my life,” Dahl put on his website. 
“Living a relatively healthy lifestyle 
was and is very rewarding to me, but I 
understand that it does not come so easy to 
many folks, especially adults who are set in 
their ways. The simple fact is that spending 
calories is not that difficult. This is where I 
make my point. All it takes is getting off of 
the couch and moving.”

One of the sports Dahl played while at 
Hoover was football. According to ISGI 
Ms. Jessica Jeans, who also graduated in 
2008, said “in high school he seemed to 

be one of those people that was physically 
outgoing.” 

Dahl hopes to instill this passion for 
healthy living into others.

“I will have the opportunity to spread 
knowledge of physical activity far and wide 
while also learning as much as possible,” 
he said. “Doing something is infinitely 
more than doing nothing.” n 

For more information regarding Kevin 
Dahl’s walk and/or to contribute to the 
charity, please visit the website: 

www.dahlacrossamerica.com

For 2008 Hoover graduate Kevin Dahl, 
walking is not only about health, but 

charity and awareness. This month, he 
begins his walk across the nation.

Story by Tyler Bradley 

(top) 2008 Hoover graduate Kevin Dahl 
stands on the pier at the Gulf Coast in 
Carra Bella, Florida. n Dahl pushes his 
cart in St. Mark’s, Florida. 
PHOTOS: KEVIN DAHL/USED WITH 
PERMISSION
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Slang is a specific type of language 
that consists of words and phrases 
that are seen as very informal and 

mainly restricted to a specific kind of 
context or group of people. Though the 
origin of the word slang is unknown, 
varieties of it are all over the world and 
plays a very important part in American 
culture and history. Throughout the years, 
each decade has had a respective range of 
words. From “dude,” “let’s boogie” and 
digging it,” slang terminology has been 
around for a veritable amount of time. 

The Roaring 20s. Jazz was in and 
alcohol was out, though not very willingly 
for some. Due to Prohibition, the 18th 
Amendment made it illegal to manufacture, 
transport, and sell liquor. This resulted in 
“speakeasies,” a slang term that was used 
to describe a place where alcohol was 
illegally sold and consumed during this 
time period. “The real McCoy” was used 
to describe someone or something that was 
sincere and genuine, while saying it was 
“the bee’s knees” was to call it excellent. 

The 30s, especially the earlier years, 
were chaotic in the United States due to 
the Stock Market Crashing of 1929. Many 
of the slang in that era are a result of the 
Great Depression. “Apple Annies” refer to 
people who couldn’t find a regular job, so 

they were stuck having to sell things such 
as apples on a street corner to earn a living. 
Another word that was used frequently was 
“Okie,” a migrant worker from Oklahoma, 
particularly from the Great Depression. 

The 40s are known best for the start of 
World War ll. Some of the slang of this 
time period came as a result of events of 
the war. The phrase “Hey sugar, are you 
rationed?” was a reference to the rations 
that were set on butter, meat, and, yes, 
sugar. It was a simple and clever way to ask 
someone if they were already going steady 
with someone else.

Conservatism and contentment were 
prevalent in American society in the 50s, 
and the slang reflects that clearly. To make 
a “boo boo” was to make a mistake and 
to say “big deal” to somebody was pretty 
much the same as saying who cares.

An unpopular war, civil rights, growing 
distrust in the government and growing 
drug usage contributed to the slang of the 
60s. “Big Brother” referred to someone in 
authority, though it was usually specified 
to someone in the government. The word 
“high” actually came from the 60s, and 
though it is mostly used to describe 
someone on drugs in modern days, it was 
also used back then to describe someone 
who experienced euphoria on life itself. 
“Groovy” is used to say that something or 
someone was hip or cool. 

In a way, the 70s were a continuation 

Slang through the ages
of the 60s. Social change and many of the 
more radical ideas had more acceptance 
in this era than the previous one. “Do you 
dig it man?” was another way to ask if 
you understood. To be a “spaz” was to be 
clumsy or just acting stupid. 

In the 80s, bigger was better and the 
slang reflected this. It could be “gnarly” or 
“totally tubular,” both describing something 
that awesome or too cool for any other 
words. To “take a chill pill” is a way to 
tell someone that they are overreacting and 
need to relax.  

Some of the most well known slang of 
the 90s is still used today. “Chick flick” 
refers to movies that are full of emotion 
and true love, things that aren’t very action 
based. To be “straight edged” is someone 
who doesn’t do drugs or drink. 

The early 2000s were a time of change 
and new starts. It was a time where 
“peeps,” friends, started to be able to have 
more communications to people through 
the Internet and where “sweet” joined the 
many words throughout history, such as 
“wicked” and “sick” to describe something 
that above and beyond cool.

Today, the slang used by today’s youth 
would be “YOLO:” you only live once, 
and “selfie” which is when someone takes 
a picture of oneself. Another fairly popular 
word that is used today would be “swag,” 
another version to something or someone 
has style or really cool. n

Cassie Pratt 
Staff Writer

“Dude”

“Hey sugar...”

“YOLO”

“Cool”

“Peeps”

“Take a chill pill”



How do you respond to 
negativity toward you on social 
media pages? 

I know most folks on social media are 
very cool and want weather information. 
A few can be rude or obnoxious. Most of 
the time, I won’t post a response.  If that 
doesn’t work, I block them. 

How does social media 
correspond with your job as a 
weatherman? 

Believe it or not, my bosses require me 
to be on social media. It’s important to 
know the viewers. Social media is a great 
way to get to know people. Plus, weather 
information is important to EVERYONE. 
Most people have weather apps on their 
phones and rely on these for important 
weather info. Unfortunately, these apps 
often give bad info. My job is to give you 
accurate weather info, so you don’t have to 
rely on those “crap apps.” 

Have you made any friends 
through your use of social 
media? 

There are so many great people on social 
media. It allows me to get to know many 
of you a little better. Plus, you get to know 
me better as well. My hobbies, my kids and 
grandkids. My dogs. (No,  I do not have 
any cats!) I work-out a lot. It’s great to see 
how many others work out as well. You all 
motivate me on those days I don’t feel like 
getting on the treadmill or weight bench. 

Has this winter been a big 
change in terms of use of 
snow days for school districts 
compared to other years? 

We’ve had a couple of snow days this 
year. Pretty normal. What’s not normal are 
the amount of cold days. When wind chills 
get down into the -15 to -20 range, that’s 
when schools shut down. 

Q&A with @markjweather
Alexandra Miller and Sydney Stroia talk with Channel 5’s Chief Meteorologist Mark Johnson

What is your opinion on the use 
of blizzard bags to make up for 
the missed school days?

Blizzard bags are good. Keeps your 
mind focused on education. Lets face it: 
they are pretty basic and all of you should 
be able to complete them quickly and on 
time. Teachers do have to make sure they 
are sensible for the season though. I did see 
one BB question for third graders in one 
district that asked them to go outside and 
gather sediment.....Hmmm. There’s a foot 
of snow and the ground is frozen, and you 
want kids to go try and dig up some dirt? 
Probably should replace the question...

Why did you become so actively 
involved in social media in the 
first place?

You all need weather information. I 
can either let you get it from a “crap app,” 
or I can be your source for weather info. 
My goal is to be your go-to-weather-guy  
wherever you are: on your phone, your iPad 
or your TV. Someday maybe I’ll even be 
able to get you weather info while you’re 
playing GTA17! I do my best to answer 
questions whan I can. Hey, I even give 
shoutouts sometimes. 

What is your favorite social 
media outlet? 

They are all different. Facebook is where 
the parents and grandparents go. They ask 
a lot of great weather questions and post 
cool pics. You all OWN Twitter. And you 
require just as much or more weather 
information as the Facebook crowd does. 
Plus, I’m trying to invent the next word that 
will replace “swag.” That word is used way 
too much...LOL. 

Any shoutouts to Hoover High 
School students? 

Hoover High is one of my big connections 
to Stark County! I couldn’t make it without 
you! You all are my #Sushigrade.

Follow Mark Johnson on: 

Twitter- @markjweather

Instagram- @markjweather

Snapchat- @tornadomark
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trends

Guys, 
it’s time to officially 

shed oversized sweaters, your 
sweatshirts, and your boring long 

sleeve shirts. Welcome the warm weather 
and new spring trends. This winter started 

endless trends for the guys like galaxy printed 
items and different colored pockets on shirts. While 
these old trends will be missed, it’s time to make 

room for new trends. Hot trends for the guys right now 
include shorts, graphic T-shirts, and athletic shoes. This 
trend can be spotted throughout the hallway and around 
town. If that’s not your style, like junior Anthony Marion, 
try these new trends that include vest, sweaters, and nice 

pants. These new trends are perfect for any occasion. 
Marion said, “I describe my style as two part 

classiness, two part vintage old man, and one part 
comfortable with a dash of swag.” Some of Marion’s 
favorite stores to shop at are Kohl’s, Van Heusen, 

and Banana Republic. 
“I like to shop at a lot of stereotypical 

stores,” Marion said. These new trends are 
very classy  comfortable, and cool.

They can be found just about 
anywhere. n

Ladies

Gentlemen

Compilation by Jenn Cammel and Natalee Henderson

Each issue, The Viking Views staff will highlight a 
number of trends. Models are then selected based on 
those who wear the fashion. 

Q&A with @markjweather
Alexandra Miller and Sydney Stroia talk with Channel 5’s Chief Meteorologist Mark Johnson

Now that 
spring is here, many 

girls are wearing new trends 
for the season. One new trend 

that many girls are wearing this year is 
peplum. There are peplums shirts, skirts and 

dresses. They can be worn in several different 
ways and many kinds of accessories go with them. 

Senior Jessica Baggetta likes the peplum skirts for 
many reasons.

“They are absolutely flattering on everyone. Plus, 
they are comfy,” Bagetta said.

Several students like this new trend because they are 
fun to wear for many events and occasions. They can 
come in solid colors, fun funky patterns or floral prints. 

Peplums are stylish and uniquely different from 
other trends. Bagetta agrees with many others that 
this trend is a good trend and will be around for 

a long time.
“I like trends like the peplum skirt 
because they are simple and if 

worn correctly, will never go 
out of style.” n

Photos by Natalee Henderson and Kelsey Rife
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Q & A with 
Patrick 
Kotnik

When you have spare 
time, how do you spend 
it?

Spend time with friends and 
family, and I’m a Green Bay 
Packers fan.
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Patrick Kotnik

What is your favorite 
movie?

Probably have to say either 
“Friday Night Lights” or any 
of the “Rocky” series.
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Each issue, The Viking Views staff will 
randomly select a Hoover student to 
be featured as a unique personality.

Photo by Carly Preston
Story and Q & A by Missy Johnson 

Patrick Kotnik

What is your favorite 
quote?

“Every champion was once 
a contender that refused to 
give up.”

What is your favorite 
football memory of all 
time?

Eigth grade, beating Jackson 
in overtime to the FLC.

Do you have any 
siblings?

I have one older brother and 
one older sister.

“He’s what I would characterize 
as a quiet leader.”

Many famous, successful people 
have walked through history 
with the name Patrick. There 

is Patrick Swayze, Patrick Star, and now, 
Patrick Kotnik.

Well, he may not be famous quite yet, 
but he’s well on his way.

In all seriousness, sophomore Patrick 
Kotnik’s ambition and humility make 
him a serious threat as he becomes an 
upperclassman. 

He plays two sports and is part of 
Leadership Club, as well as an active 
member of the HVTV News team. 

Kotnik’s time is mainly consumed by 
his passion for football. He plays center 
and defensive tackle for the Vikings. 
Playing since third grade, he began football 
at Orchard Hill and made his way to the 
top. His schedule is filled to the brim by 
lifting, practices and games. He manages 
to fill his spare time by throwing shot-put 
in the spring.

But this hard work has not been in 
vain: Kotnik has become a powerhouse 
of a player, and his work ethic is what has 
driven him this far.

Most athletes would agree: sports shape 
your life. But for Kotnik, football has done 
much more than just that.

“It’s helped me develop friendships that 
still continue to this day,” he said. “It’s part 
of my life.”

Kotnik’s work ethic not only benefits 
him in his high school career, but his future 
college career as well. 

“My ultimate goal is to play football 
in college,” he said, “either Division II 
or Division III. I also want to major in 
broadcast journalism.”

Though football is a brutal sport, Kotnik 
finds the challenge as an opportunity,

“Football is a hard sport, but the games 
make it worth it,” he said.

His teammates also recognize his hard 
work. Sophomore John Destefano, who 
plays guard and defensive tackle, met 
Kotnik when they played for Southwest 
in third grade and can vouch for his 
character.

“He is a great leader and friend, and 
always makes me laugh during football or 
by just being friends,” Destefano said. “He 
is a great kid!”

Considering these gentlemen have been 
teammates for so long, of course they 
would have a few fond memories together, 
some of which can be found in football.

“Some of the best are when we just start 
fighting in the huddle after a bad play,” 
Destefano said.  “Looking back, those are 
funny.”

Destefano said his favorite memory is 
from freshman year. Their center had a bad 
snap, and their coach threw the ball down 
the field and made the center chase after it.

“Patrick and I looked at each other 
and tried not to laugh as [the center] went 
running to get the ball,” he said.

Hysterics aside, his teammates aren’t the 
only ones who notice Kotnik’s leadership 
abilities. Coach Shawn Billker, who has 
coached Kotnik for a year now, sees it as 
well.

“He’s what I would characterize as a 
quiet leader,” he said.. “He’s not boastful 
or arrogant, but he knows how to speak up 
when he needs to.”

Billker added Kotnik is an asset to the 
offensive line as a whole.

“Patrick is good at knowing other’s 
positions on and jobs as well as his own, 
which is very important on the offensive 
line,” he said. “He is like a good stick of 
glue in a unit that has to stick together.”

Kotnik is just as diligent in the 
classroom, always on task and working 
hard, according to Billker, adding Kotnik 
is a good example of the “quality young 
people” found at Hoover, and someone 
who doesn’t seek attention or recognition 
for his sacrifices.

“Patrick is just a solid young man all 
around,” he said.

To Kotnik, the work isn’t just for the 
sport: it’s for himself.

“Football is what gets me through high 
school,” Kotnik said. “It’s what keeps me 
alive.” n
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By Kelsey Rife

By Danielle Huff 
and Kelsey Rife

HOW
TO...

ASK A DATE
     TO PROM

Decorate their bedroom 
with balloons and streamers. 
Color coordinate it to match 
their room. You could buy 
them some candy or flowers. 
Then wait until they come 
home to surprise them!

  Win over your soon to be date’s 
heart by buying a goldfish and 
decorating the bowl. Attach a 
note that says, “Out of all the fish 
in the sea, you’re the one I want 
to go to PROM with.” 

Is your date an athlete? 
Get five friends and 
paint up “PROM?” and 
show up to their game/
meet.

  If you know where your 
date parks put sticky 
note all over her car and 
“PROM?” in different 
colored sticky notes.

  Feeling super creative? Change 
your contact in their phone to 
“PROM?” and call them, so 
their phone says incoming call 
from “PROM?” Make sure to 
make a surprise appearance 
after you call them.  
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11 Northeast Ohio Locations Including:  
7877 Cleveland Ave NW Suite B North Canton, OH 44720

888-MYERS-60

• Convenient Class Schedules
• Private Lessons & Maneuverability. 
• Free Cone Loan Program.

• Adult Remedial
• Teen Driver Training
• JDIP

Register for 
classes by 

11/17/13 to 
recieve $85 off 

the regular price 
of New Student 
Driver Training! 

To recieve discount, students only need to register for classes by the 
11/17/2013 and start classes by 4/7/14. Discount code VV1 must be 

mentioned over the phone/internet when registering. You do not need to 
present coupon.  Not valid with other discounts.

Driving School
O F F
$85

1651 55th St. NE
Canton, Ohio 44720

(330) 499-9857

5/20/14

5/20/14

Heating nCooling n 
Basement n Waterproofing

ameripro@neo.rr.com
Phone: (330) 837-0001
Fax: (330) 452-0952
Toll Free: 866-heat-101
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[ALookBack:1948-2014]

[Viking] 

[Views]

- [LaurenHenley]

S
ix decades of bringing the news to 
the students of Hoover High School. 

There have been hundreds of newspapers 
distributed during homeroom, a handful 
of different advisers, hundereds of differnt 
staff  members and one award-winning 
publication.
These are just some of the hard-hitting, 
trendy and newsworthy stories we feel 
show the hard work that goes into making 
The Viking Views.
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[9/11]

O
ne nation, under attack. Though tragedy brings about 
tremendous loss and sadness, it powerfully unites 
Americans. September 11, 2001 is one of the most 

greusome days in American history. Most people remember 
sirens, smoke, fire, debris, injury, the television channels 
and radio stations clouded with information on the event, 
phone calls, and panicked phone calls. 

At this point, all Hoover students were alive on that 
day, thirteen years ago. The Viking Views covered the 
event at length, with a twelve-page packet included in the 
first issue of the 2001-2002 school year, which provided 
information about how Hoover was reacted to the events 
and how America was handled the tragedy. Four different 
eyewitnesses to the events were interviewed, and each 
reflected their account of what happened. They also reflected 
on how the terrorist attacks on September 11 brought back 
memories of Pearl Harbor. Among these important details, 
the staff also discussed the heightened airport security and 
how the community of North Canton provided help and 
support. 

[10yearslater]
The Viking Views reflects on one of the most infamous events in our historyFor a nation, terror hit home — and The Viking Views reported on it

THE UNFATHOMABLE TRAGEDY
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[9/11] [10yearslater]

A
s a nation, we will never forget the tragedy 
that happened on September 11, 2001. 
Even though most of us were too young to 

remember everything that happened that day, we 
still honor those who lost their life.

The journalists on staff at the time thought 
it would only be right to cover the ten year 
anniversary of that tragic day.

In the ten year anniversary issue, we covered 
what some of the students remembered from that 
tragic day. Most students remembered everyone 
around them being worried and sad. Some 
remembered being extremely confused.

No matter what you remember from Sept. 11, 
2001 it will always live on in our hearts. 
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The Viking Views reflects on one of the most infamous events in our historyFor a nation, terror hit home — and The Viking Views reported on it

A NATION REFLECTS
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[Trends]

2012 trends

2000 trends

O
nly twelve years later, style has 
changed significantly. For guys, be-
ing fashionable is back in fashion. 

Gone are the days where guys purposely 
dressed sloppy, or didn’t purposely dress 
any way in particular. Now, guys are being 
more style-savvy than ever - with stores 
like Polo and J. Crew becoming popular. 

For the girls, Forever 21 and H&M are 
staples in clothes shopping. North Can-
ton girls are beginning to explore a wider 
range of fashion, with the recent opening 
of our very own Forever 21. The Uggs 
trend is fading fast, and designer names 
are becoming more and more popular. 

Vintage is huge with guys and girls; 
thrift stores are quickly becoming more 
popular than the Belden Village mall, with 
Goodwill and Salvation Army being two 
of the most popular. Teens are learning 
how to look good for less.

A
t the turn of the century, American 
teens were discovering the many 
styles from various cultures around 

the world, a trend dubbed “multi-culti.” 
Peasant shirts made their major debut 
this year. 

Exotic animal prints and bohemian 
styles were becoming increasingly 
popular. In contrast to these wild 
styles, pastel colors made their annual 
spring comeback. The surf style was 
coming inland fast, and floral prints 
were very big. Popular stores at the 
time included Pacific Sunwear, The 
Limited, Kauffman’s, Dillard’s, and the 
Gap. Believe it or not, paratrooper pants 
were one of the hot commodities of this 
season. 

Stores stocked their shelves with 
bright colors, Hawaiian prints, and nylon 
pants to meet popular demand.

An overview of various fashion trends spotted around Hoover High School over the years A look back at The Viking Views’ coverage of elections, issues important to students
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S
ince the days of George Washington, 
Americans have been voting every four 
years for the next leader. Americans 

have seen several momentous elections, such 
as the Nixon election in 1968, and the Bush 
election in 2000. From exciting campaigns 
to debates, speeches and rallies, elections 
bring even high school seniors into the world 
of politics. 
As journalists, The Viking Views staff 
members have been a source of important 
information about upcoming elections 
for Hoover students. The publication has 
covered the presidential campaigns for 
many years. The Viking Views has provided 
statistics, profiles, ideas, stories, opinions 
and coverage of critical events. Such events 
include rallies that are held locally. Just one 
year ago, Sen. Mitt Romney held a rally right 
here in North Canton. However, what Hoover 
students may not know, is that rallies have 
been held in North Canton in the past. Here, 
we present you what past Hoover students 
have published from the 2008 election and 
the 1988 election. 

[Elections]
An overview of various fashion trends spotted around Hoover High School over the years A look back at The Viking Views’ coverage of elections, issues important to students

America Decides



We at The Viking Views are proud to see local 
businesses achieving nationally-recognized 
success. Canton’s own Muggswigz, who was 
recently recognized as one of the top 10 coffee 
shops in America by USA Today, has reached this 
success and is showing the vigor that has become 
part of the proverbial lifeblood of Stark County. 

Muggswigz shows ingenuity and creativity 
through a certain pizazz that businesses have to 
show to be successful. With specialty drinks and 
an environment that brings in a younger and more 
energetic crowd, Muggswigz is a great place to 
go for a lively experience meshed with a peaceful 
environment, but the hand-crafted beverages 
served are the key to success for Muggswigz.

Muggswigz serves drink from the deathly sweet 
Libswig to strong coffees from across the coffee 
growing regions. Muggswigz is a great place for 
anybody who enjoys coffee drinks, but there’s 
cream-based drinks, including the Libswig, for 
those who don’t like espresso-based beverages.

The Viking Views wants to further congratulate 
Muggswigz for the continued success as one of the best 
coffee shops around the nation. They’re symbolizing 
the greatness that has always made Stark County a 
wonderful place to live. Keep on brewing, Muggswigz! 

 “We strive to provide honest opinions while representing all sides 
and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions.”

Madison DeChellis n Carly Preston n Maria Stroia n Josh Woods
Dylanni Smith n Missy Johnson n Nate Leeson

Editorial Board

Brewin’ it up nice

Opinion|The Viking Views|24

The Viking Views holds that sometimes individuals 
do things so impressive that as a publication we 
would be wrong not to comment. One such individual 
is Kevin Dahl. 

The Hoover alumnus plans to make the trek 
from Myrtle Beach, South Carolina to Los Angeles. 
He walks for more than vanity and fame, however. 
Mr. Dahl is journeying across the country to raise 
awareness for a very serious topic: Type Two 
Diabetes — as well as overall maintaining a healthy 
diet and outlook on life. 

“My goals in life are simple: Become knowledgeable 
enough in an important area of life so that I might 
help others with the knowledge I gain,” Dahl said on 
his website. “Health and wellness is an incredibly 
important part of life, although it seems that many 
people are unaware of this.”

We commend Dahl on his cross country odyssey. 
He’s walking more than 2,500 miles for an important 
cause, and the journey takes nearly 36 hours by car 
— roughly 850 by foot. That number would be if he 
walked without any breaks, in perfect weather and 
at a steady pace. 

The Viking Views always supports the endeavors 
of Hoover graduates, and is incredibly proud of Mr. 
Dahl. We wish him the best in his travels. 

Going the distance



 Which springtime outdoor activity 
are you looking forWard to? 

“Taking a walk in the park.” 
— Mollie Wright, grade 12 
Orr, 12. 
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“Playing lacrosse.”
— James Davis, grade 11

“Walking to get ice-cream.” 
— Sophie Fonte, grade 9 

Which issue or article stands out in your 
mind from the viking vieWs archives? 

“Playing hide and seek.” 
— Kyle Siber, grade 10

“The one on conspiracies 
last year is a favorite, 
because studying the 
JFK assassination is my 
hobby.”
— Mr. David Reese 

“I really liked the Academic 
Challenge one!” 
—  Ms. Deborah Wiley

“When I was a junior, 
we ran a story about a 
pair of students whose 
homecoming dates would 
later be accused of 
murder.” 
— Mr. Adam Wile 

Going the distance

“[The one that sticks out 
to me is]probably 9/11. It 
was a very emotional time 
in the country.”
—Mr. Jeff Sarbaugh 

“Pick flowers and smell them.”
— Alec Weber, grade 11



Opinion|The Viking Views|26

Think before you ink
Hannah Rocco
Stop, drop and rock

Are you team tatted?
Within the past few years, an explosion of social media 
has contributed to the creation of many online phrases 

that have made their way into real-life, as well as everyday 
conversations. Among the vast number of these would be 
“selfies,” “man candy Monday,” and of course, “team tatted.” 

While some [myself included] may laugh at the incorporation 
of Internet slang into the English language, a few favorite 
hashtags used in Twitter or Instagram can mean so much more 
than meets the eye. They can range from pictures of myself 
where I feel confident, pictures of men I personally find very 
attractive, and appearently showing off some new skin art.

But make no 
mistake: tattoos 
are so much more 
than a trending 
topic on your 
favorite social 
media site. 

Tattoos are a 
particular form of 
body modification 
in which pigment 
is inserted into 
the dermal layer 
of the skin so 
that the design is 
permanently etched onto your body. 

Sounds like a pretty serious commitment, doesn’t it? 
So why are tattoos so nonchalantly regarded? 
Tattoos, which once would have labeled you permanently 

as an unintelligent delinquent, are becoming more and more 
socially accepted at a rapid rate. 

Tattoos are being completely defined by our modern society. 
As opposed to the past, where they were often regarded as a sign 
of rebellion, they are more often viewed as a legitimate form of 
artwork.

Picture a small town, much like North Canton, fifty years 
ago: a quiet, conservative community, where the vast majority 
of citizens are very close-knit, and close-minded. Something as 
radical as a tattoo could set you far apart from the rest of your 
community. 

Not only does your tattoo isolate you from your otherwise 
like-minded peers, but can also put you at risk of losing your 
job and credibility as a professional. Depending on your career, 
one single bit of ink can make or break your chances of your 
dream job.

Now, tattoos can be considered a form of self-expression, a 
way of saying you really believe in something. While I’m happy 
that tattoos no longer bring a negative judgement, it does concern 
me to see that tattoos have somewhat lost their significance and 
permanence among society. 

Think about it.
Most things you do aren’t really that permanent. Even marriage, 

which once was thought to be irreversible, can be annulled. A 
tattoo is different. Although they can be removed, it requires laser 
surgery, and is extremely painful as well as very expensive. 

So how do you decide what you want branded on you for 
eternity? 

W e ’ v e 
all heard the 
unfortunate 
stories of 
those who 
get a tattoo of 
a significant 
other’s name, 
only to end the 
relationship 
later on. 
S o m e t h i n g 
that may 
be very 
important to 

you as a young teenager may not carry such significance when 
you’re in your 40s. 

That dolphin tattoo on your back may seem a little trivial later 
on in life. 

To make things clear, I’ve got nothing against dolphin tattoos. 
If it’s something you truly feel strongly enough to get it tattooed on 
your body, I fully support your decision to do so. 

But what is the meaning behind it? 
“It means I wanted the tattoo, so I got it” is an argument I hear 

all too often. There’s a pretty good chance that the things you want 
at the age of 18 and the things you want at 68 are going to be 
significantly different. 

As an adult, I plan on getting multiple tattoos, each with a 
different meaning and significance. But that’s what I believe to be 
the key in deciding on a tattoo — the significance. 

Your wants and desires may change, but important, life-
changing events are thing you’ll carry with you always, much like 
your tattoo. 

So ink with caution, and decide on something you’ll be proud 
of for the rest of your life, not something you’ll want to hide. n

“So, how do you decide what you 
want branded on you for eternity?”
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“The faculty and staff of Hoover 
High School are willing to put their 

lives on the line for you.”

Hitting close to home
Madeline Tauscher
A Mad Idea

As a former Hoover student, I will gladly admit that being 
at this school was a blessing. At Hoover, I never realized 
what sort of safety precautions the school took to protect 

its students. Now being at Kent State University, a whole differ-
ent world so it sometimes feels, I’ve noticed similarities in safety 
much like Hoover. 

In light of the recent 
so-called shooting that 
took place at Kent State 
April 2, it was amazing to 
see the reaction that the 
university took to secure 
the safety of students and 
the campus itself. 

The university pro-
ceeded to have a three 
hour lockdown, called in 
the Kent S.W.A.T. team, 
as well as quickly responding to the media through their public 
relations correspondent, it was amazing to see how organized the 
university is. I never expected it to react so professionally and 
quickly. 

The only way Kent State was able to achieve their quick re-
sponse time was because of the ALICE training 
that was required in the summer of 2013. For 
those who may not know what it means, ALICE 
is a crisis training program that stands for Alert, 
Lockdown, Information, Counter and Evacua-
tion. 

Kent State University President Lester Lefton 
even said the reaction to the shooting was the 
most flawless run they had of the procedure yet. 
In relation, Hoover has been participating and 
training faculty and staff in the ALICE training 
program, as you are probably well aware of. And 
that is a good thing to be aware of, because as a 
student, you can be rest assured that the school 
will ensure your safety if a similar incident were 
to occur. 

For me, I find it shouldn’t have been called 
a shooting. It was one shot, and the person shot 

himself in the hand, which led to his later arrest at the hospital 
where he ran to get treatment. Yet it felt relevant to me because I 
am constantly in Bowman Hall where the incident occurred, and 
you can’t help but think of how many people might carry weapons 
to class, who could snap at any moment, leading to open fire on a 
class room. 

That slight fear was settled though after the actions I saw Kent 
State take; I know I am safe here.

Next time you roll your eyes at the administration or your 
teachers for talking about safety, take a moment to actually digest 
what they are talking about. The faculty and staff of Hoover High 
School are willing to put their lives on the line for you.

Let that sink in. 
Those teachers have 

been taught what to do in 
a situation where a gun-
man, or a student with a 
knife, a bomb threat, any 
sort of trouble that may 
occur, those teachers have 
been taught how to act ac-
cordingly in that situation 
to make sure that you stay 
alive. Students of Hoover, 
you are so lucky for the 

safety your school provides, and you should take pride in that. n

Madeline Tauscher is a 2013 Hoover graduate and 
currently a freshman at Kent State University. A former 
co-editor-in-chief of The Viking Views, Tauscher agreed 
to share her thoughts with the Hoover High School and 
North Canton communities. 

A police officer scans the ground outside of Bowman Hall after 
a gunshot was fired on Kent State’s campus April 2. PHOTO BY 
MELANIE NESTERUK/DAILY KENT STATER
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Let’s all take a moment of silence for The Office. A show that underwent nine 
seasons and wrapped up with a  signature finale. The show was filled with many 
dynamic characters. I must admit the show was heading down a slippery slope 
after Michael Scott left Scranton. I wish it could have gone out with a bigger 
bang, for the final season isn’t the one I like to remember. The show supported 
fans with laughter and what turned out to be the great love story of Jim and Pam. 
We, The Office fans, have been through many events, such as Jim and Pam’s 
wedding, the birth of their baby, Michaels major goodbye and of course Dwight 
and Angela’s wedding in the series finale. I felt Michael described the emotions 
perfectly on behalf of himself and all the fans, “I feel like all my kids grew up, 
and then they married each other. It’s every parent’s dream.” I couldn’t agree 
more, Mr. Scott.                                                                           — Tyler Murphy

In the incredible nine season run of How I Met Your Mother, I had seen every episode, 
known every quirky joke and had extremely high expectations for the meeting of Ted and 
the titular Mother. The series finale definitely lived up to those expectations, with a surpris-
ing but somewhat foreseen twist. We have seen the Mother a number of times in this last 
season, they even had an episode dedicated to her, and though I was devastated with her 
demise, I do think the series ended how some HIMYM fans wanted it to, while others were 
angered and confused with the plot twist. I laughed, cried, (didn’t hear how the pineapple 
ended up on Ted’s desk) and heard the ending to this iconic story that took viewers on a 
roller coaster of life’s twist and turns. I thank you, How I Met Your Mother, for teaching 
us to never give up on love, because your yellow umbrella or blue french horn is out there 
somewhere. 

— Alexandra Miller 

In Albuquerque, New Mexico, a high school chemistry teacher, Walter White, whose 
genius knowledge is brilliant for all meth makers, transforms into a major player of the 
drug trade. He has a son, that’s diagnosed with cerebral palsy and is handicapped, and 
a wife who’s pregnant; they later, develop a very financial future. 

Later, he teams up with Jesse Pinkman, a former student of his, which is interested 
in meth making. Walter’s brother in law, Hank, who’s a part of the DEA, discovers 
nearby meth makers that are still in business. The meth is very rich; money is piling up 
very quickly. Meanwhile, Walt learns that he has been diagnosed with Stage III termi-
nal lung cancer. Even though he’s aware of his cancer, he still keeps the meth cooking. 
His finest crystal methamphetamine, made him into a dangerous criminal.

— Vanessa Crano
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ighth graders Corrie VanNatta, 
Jasmine [C] and Arthur 
Bodenschatz, Aladdin [A], as 

well as director/theatre arts teacher 
Mrs. Ginny A. Herman [H] answered a 
few questions regarding the upcoming 
musical.  

Q: What make you most nervous about 
the shows?
C: To play a new role. I also really like 
being able to talk to little kids after shows. 

Q: What are you most nervous for?
C: I’m nervous about forgetting a line or 
something like that.
A: Convincing people that Aladdin changes 
throughout the show and showing when I 
am Aladdin and when I am Prince Ali. I’m 
nervous that it won’t be noticeable. 

Q: What is the hardest part from the 
show?
C: Probably the kiss. It is hard to get used 
to. It’s different.
A: In “A Friend Like Me,” being all natural 
and excited when I have no clue what is 
happening. 

Q: What was your favorite moment from 
practice and the shows?
C: Getting to know everybody. I just love 
them all.
A: Letting Genie go free. It is such a great 
part and high moment in the show.

Q: Why are you involved in theatre and 
this show?
C: I love it. My mom jokes that this is the 
only place she can get us in the car to go 
to. 
A: Because I have nothing better to do. 

Mostly because 
this is what 
I love to do, 
thought. 

Q: What is 
your favorite 
part? 
H: Sitting back 
and watching 
my seniors take 
over. 
It is nice to see 
them actually 
doing what I 
taught them. 
It’s also fun to 
see the kids play 

something they are not comfortable with.

Q: Your least favorite part?
H: In general? Auditions are the worst 
because you are always going to break 
someone’s heart.
For this play it has been snow days and 
not being able to be in Hoover Hall 
uninterrupted. We’ve had snow days, spring 
break and the D.C. trip interrupt us.

Q: How do you think this group has 
done?
H: They have taken on a lot themselves. 
They met at kids houses for extra practice. 
Their problem is they just talk too much.

Q: What was it like working with the 
kids? 
H: A lot of fun cause I get to see how they 
grow. [laughs] Then we get the voice cracks. 
Middle school is a separate challenge in 
itself: They are going through everything. 
I treat them like little adults so I can get 
goofy with them but also work hard. When 
you work with them for a couple years you 
get to see their acting grow as well as their 
voices mature. 

Q: How are middle school children 
different from those in high school?
H: Shorter. Their voices haven’t matured. 

Q: When you retire at the end of the year, 
what are you going to miss the most?
H: Directing the kids. 
I really enjoy watching them go outside 
their comfort zone and develop their 
characters. n

NCMS musical takes the stage
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1. Charlie Sheen
When one thinks of celebrity meltdowns, 
the go-to thought is “tiger blood.” No 
one says meltdown quite like this winner, 
Charlie Sheen.  After decades of acting 
success in “Platoon” and “Two and a Half 
Men,” Sheen was considered Hollywood 
gold.  However, his struggle with drugs, 
alcohol and a overly-narcissistic personality 
seemed to hit the fan in 2011 after being 
dismissed from his show.  This lead to 
multiple arrests and a now infamous ABC 
interview claiming he had tiger blood and 
could never die.  The world only hopes 
there is enough of Sheen’s  blood to go 
around.

2. Britney Spears 
Oh yes. The true princess of pop music.  
This southern blonde gem was on top of 
the charts in early 2000, winning multiple 
Grammys and the top spot on the charts.  
However, after a random marriage to backup 
dancer Kevin Federline and multiple drug 
charges, this princess seemed to spiraling 
down fast, and it seemed everyday she 
was up to something else.  From getting 
arrested, losing custody of her children, and 
attacking paparazzi, hopes were low for 
a rise again. Luckily though, the princess 
was back with the royals after the success 
of her 2007 Circus and successful stint in 
rehab.  Thank goodness.

3. Lindsay Lohan
Another of what will be many child stars 
on this list, Lohan was the epitome of 
success in 2005. That is until 2006…
Lohan began showing up tardy and hung 
over to set, which eventually lead to her 

4. Alec Baldwin
Although it is hard to pinpoint one exact 
meltdown with this “30 Rock” Star, his 
actions throughout the 2000s have proved 
nothing less than meltdown worthy.  In 
2007, he left his then 11-year-old daughter 
a frightening voicemail telling her: “You 
are a rude, thoughtless little pig. You don’t 
have the brains or the decency as a human 
being” — not to mention his multiple fights 
with paparazzi and tweets worthy of 
psychoanalysis.  This hothead actually may 
not be classified as meltdown, rather, a  
man with a big ego mixed with rage. 

5. Justin Bieber
Beloved by prepubescent girls; hated by 
jealous young boys, Justin Bieber is no 
better example of childstar gone wrong.  
Unlike many others on this list, Bieber’s 
meltdown is happening as I type this.  It 
all started when his super clean image 
was caught with marijuana and spitting 
on photos of President Clinton, then came 
drunk driving in Miami and egging his 
neighbor’s house — not to mention all while 
having a rude and juvenile attitde.  With so 
many teens hoping for his recovery, we all 
hope he only goes up from here.

6. Chris Brown
You may know Chris Brown as the R&B 
singer who, in 2009, was arrested for 
violently attacking his then-girlfriend, 
Rhianna. This meltdown and domestic 
violence case would lead to the downfall of 
the successful singer.  From there, we saw 
dressing up a Taliban member and beating 
up fellow singer Frank Ocean. This is one 
downfall no is surprised by, and most hope 
will end Chris Brown’s career for good.

7. Amanda Bynes
It would not be a celebrity meltdowns 
list without mentioning the recent antics 
of this child star.  After starring in hit 
Nickelodeon shows such as “All That” and 
“The Amanda Show,” Bynes was destined 
for comedic success.  But in 2010, Bynes 
announced her retirement from acting and 
so began a slue of ridiculous news stories.  
From DUI’s to pornographic tweets, this 
celebrity still seems to be doing all things 
weird and illegal. Oh Amanda….we are all 
praying for you girl!

8. Robert Downey 
Junior 

Despite his dashing good looks and strong 
wit, this Iron Man star struggled with arrests 
and addiction. After appearing in critically 
acclaimed movies like “Chaplin” and 
“Natural Born Killers,” Downey seemed 
to be on the path to success.  However, 
a love for cocaine, heroin and weapons 
lead to multiple arrests from 1996 until 
checking into rehab in 2001.  The actor 
today, however, has sobered up to become 
the highest paid actor in Hollywood.

Commentary by Carly Preston

Top8Celebrity 
Meltdowns

first stint in rehab in 2007.  Also that year, 
she was charged with drunk driving and 
drug possession. The public then awed as 
they watched her go from prison to rehab 
every other month. After years of hardship, 
it seems Lohan is finally on the path to 
recovery, with a new show on OWN and a 
healthy sobered-up attitude.  We’re proud 
of you Lindsay! Stay Strong.



Entertainment|The Viking Views|31

Joe L. 
Carpenter,

DMD
330. 498. 9920 

6653 Frank Ave. 
NW

North Canton,
Ohio 44720

Keith A. Bennett,
P.E., P.S.

Stark County 
Engineer



Entertainment|The Viking Views|32





— Celia Kellicker

— Dylanni Smith

We have all heard many things about Miley Cyrus this year. From her 
crazy wardrobe to her wild antics on stage at the VMA’s, she has definitely 
made headlines this year. When she announced her Bangerz Tour, I 
immediately got my tickets for her Orlando, Florida show over spring 
break. I had no idea what to expect from the show, so I went in with an 
open mind.

Miley opened with her song “Bangerz.” It was filled with balloons 
falling on the stage, dancing stuffed animals, and Miley coming on stage 
on a tongue slide. Basically the fun had already begun by the end of the 
opening song. During the concert, she also sang her hit songs “4X4,” 
“Party in the USA,” “Love Money Party,” “Adore You” and many others. 
“Party in the USA” included a dancing Liberty Bell, a giant Statue of 
Liberty, and plenty of confetti. Throughout the night, Miley did many 
costume changes. I was very surprised that she actually sang for two hours 

straight, and never took an intermission or even a small break. She also did covers of songs such as “Jolene” by Dolly Parton and “The 
Scientist” by Coldplay. She did an excellent job on these covers, which I was very happy about considering I love Coldplay as well as 
Dolly Parton. Miley interacted with the audience throughout the show, even going on a small stage towards the back to make people 
sitting farther back feel incorporated into the show more. As the night went on, Miley introduced many out of the ordinary props and 
outfits that put emphasis on the “party image” she wanted her tour to have. She even had a giant cat prop when she sang “Can’t Be Tamed” 
that was practically as tall as a building.

By the end of the night, I was extremely astonished at how good the concert actually was. Many would expect her concert to be, well, 
too wild and crazy to even go to. I feel that the concert was amazing. She sang extremely well and kept the audience alive and having fun 
the entire time. If you haven’t seen Miley live, I highly suggest it. 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to have one chance to choose your 
personality and what you believe in? 

We live in a society where everyone is allowed to live by their own morals and believe 
in what they want to believe in. In the movie “Divergent,” based off the book by Veronica 
Roth, they have a lot less freedom. The main character, Tris, lives in a society where they 
are broken up into five different factions, each having different values. The factions are: 
Abnegation [selfless], Amity [kind], Erudite [intelligent], Dauntless [brave] and Candor 
[honest]. 

At the age of 16, they get to choose to either stay in their current faction with their family, 
or to leave their family to join a different faction. Each person has to take a very realistic test, 
kind of like a hallucination, to see which faction they would fit in the most. Tris’ [Shailene 
Woodley] test results came out as “Divergent,” meaning she fits into more than one faction. 
She learns that the faction leaders fear people who are divergent because they can't be 
controlled and if they found out, they would kill her. Tris chooses Dauntless and leaves her 
family. Before she can become an official member, Tris and the other Dauntless initiates have 
to go through physical and mental stages of training, which include fighting, throwing knives 
and overcoming their fears. Tris soon realizes how dangerous it is to be divergent when the 
movie takes a serious turn.

Shailene Woodley and Theo James [Four] really capture the feelings throughout the whole 
movie, while Kate Winslet [Jeanine] plays a great bad guy. This movie never has a boring 
moment and will keep audiences on the edge of their seats and wanting more. Check out this 
action/adventure movie and figure out which faction you are!

Bangerz Tour

Divergent
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Twenty One Pilots

As far as movies go, a film based on a classic Bible story may seem to be a turn 
off. Religious movies in today’s society seem somewhat scarce, yet can tell an epic 
story aimed not only at biblical scholars, but to all audiences. 

This is certainly the case for Noah, an exciting film that tells the classic story of 
Noah and the Ark, directed by Darren Aronofsky and starring Russell Crowe as the 
title character. Noah certainly does not fail to deliver in its excitement throughout the 
entire film; from Noah’s beginnings to the moment he steps off the ark. The excitement 
is added to by the constant surprises the film brings. While most audiences will know 
the story of Noah and the Arc, few will expect the surprises the film brings. 

As with any biblical film, the movie certainly has a “Hollywood” feel, creating a 
subplot not found in the bible, regarding Noah’ son’s forbidden desire for romance 
and his anger with his father. Audiences also may not recall the “rock people” that 
help Noah and his family build the arc and fend off the villagers who are not found 
in the bible. While bible scholars may be disappointed with the film’s lack of biblical 
accuracy, Noah does appeal to all types of movie goers: action-lovers will be pleased 
with the scene before Noah steps on the Arc when Noah and the rock people fight 
off the evil King and his kingdom; drama-lovers will cry at Noah’s heart wrenching 
decision on whether or not to kill his grandchildren, and those looking for a laugh 
will find plenty of humor from Noah’s grandfather, Methuselah, played by Anthony 
Hopkins. 

Above all, Noah provides a new way of looking at a classic biblical story. The film 
portrays Noah not as the kind, gentle, animal-loving man children are taught about 
in Sunday School, but a harsh, even dark, follower of God who will do anything 
necessary to fulfill God’s will.  Nevertheless, Noah will not disappoint moviegoers 
with it’s array of appeal that will make any movie night a successful one.  



— Lauren Henley

— Anthony Massa

Noah

Crowd surfing, confetti and back flips — these are just 
some of the things that happened at Twenty One Pilots’ sold 
out concert in Cincinnati April 5. 

Twenty One Pilots took the stage at 9:30 p.m. and didn’t 
hesitate to bring the stage to life. They opened with their 
hit “Guns for Hands.” Throughout the concert they played 
some of their songs off of their old album, “Regional at 
Best” and played songs off their newest album, “Vessel.” 

Tyler Joseph, the singer for Twenty One Pilots, has 
said in past interviews that he prefers playing live, and he 
showed it during the concert. He wasn’t afraid to show his 
personality on stage.  He would jump off of his piano and 
amp, danced all over the stage, and even had the audience 
hold him up while he sang “Car Radio.” 

Joshua Dun, the band’s drummer, puts his heart in the 
songs. He’s not afraid to bang on his drums until they break. 

During their hit single “Holding on to You.” Dun got on top of Joseph’s piano and did a back flip off, and the crowd went crazy. 
Twenty One Pilots closed with “Trees.” Towards the end of the song, they had the audience hold up platforms that they climbed on top 

of and played drums on. When they started playing the drums, an explosion of confetti erupted onto the more than surprised fans. 
Even though the music may seem upbeat and happy, the lyrics have a message. The overall message of their concert was to live. Be 

happy you are alive. “Each day you get to start over,” Joseph stated during their concert. 
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he girls are gearing up to take the 
field. It’s Powder Puff time. On 
May 7, the junior and senior girls 

will clash in this tradional battle between 
the upperclassmen. 

And then, there are the male 
cheerleaders.

For junior team coach Mr. Zach 
Gonadakis, the morale and optimism for 
the girls are high.

“They all told me they want to win, and 
they have to be willing to do what it takes,” 
he said.

Junior Adrienne Sarbaugh said she is 
looking forward to a good game. 

“I hope the juniors win, but I hope we 
have a good game,” she said. “We’re like 
the underdogs, having nothing to lose. We 
just want to go out there and kick some 
booty.”

As with any important game, specific 
strategies are important in playing the best 
game. The junior girls’ team has planned 
such strategies, including “stopping their 
main players,” according to Sarbaugh.

Gonidakis said “focus and practice” was 
required in order to be victorious over the 
seniors. 

On the other side of the field, the senior 
girls’ team is equally preparing strenuously 
for the game. Senior girls’ coach Mr. Nick 
Gamble said the teammates have high 
levels of speed this year. 

“We will continue to work hard in 
practice, they will do the things they do 
well and be successful,” he said. “It’s game 
time.”

Along with effective practice, Gamble 
said the team collaborates well together. 

“They seem to all get along and have a 
good time together,” he said. “They will 
play hard and hopefully they’ll come out 
with a victory.”

An outstanding team is what wins the 
game. Both coaches had slightly different 
opinions on what a winning team may be 
like.

“First and foremost is unity,” Gonidakis 
said. “You have to enjoy playing with each 
other, have a willingness to succeed, put 

in the effort and be focused in practice. 
It’s not only being successful but having 
fun. That’s what we’re here for. The key is 
unity.” 

According to Gamble, a winning 
team has “the right athletes and the right 
positions.”

“They get along,” he said. “When 
something goes wrong, they don’t beat 
each other up; they help each other out.”

There is a traditional sense of competition 
between the junior and senior teams. 
However, both sides plan on displaying fair 
sportsmanship despite of this. 

“We’ll congratulate the seniors if they 
do win,” Sarbaugh said. 

According to Gamble, a fair game with 
a healthy amount of competition is when 
“everybody plays hard, but the game is 
clean.”

Though the competition may divide the 
classes, senior Dianne Potvin disagrees.

“It brings the classes together, having 
the game makes the student body stronger,” 
she said. 

As the 2014 Powder Puff game approaches, prepare to meet the 
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Potvin added it’s an event that the crowd 
can be involved in as well, adding that 
although it’s traditionally the guys on the 
football field, the girls give it their all.

“It’s awesome; all the girls play really 
hard,” she said.

Once the battle ends, Sarbaugh said 
unexpected friendships have formed.

“I met people from my grade I don’t 
necessarily talk to, and I made new friends,” 
she said. 

Potvin plans on making a motivational 
speech at the game and advises the crowd 
to look out for key players on the senior 
team. 

Along with an exciting match between 
the junior and senior girls’ football teams, 
the upperclassman boys will display a 
surprise routine for the crowd. 

Senior cheerleader Tyler Lagrou 
discussed the various aspects of the powder 
puff cheerleading team.

“At the halftime show, we always put on 
a specific routine,” he said. “It’s 
always interesting. It’s a surprise, 
you have to come watch.”

Lagrou said he believes the 
crowd will enjoy the boys’ routine 
because they are well-known and 
have crazy and fun qualities. 

“We came up with our routine 
with the help of real cheerleaders,” 
he said. “Whatever is popular 
influences it.” 

Lagrou described the practices 
as easygoing and not very 
difficult. 

The team adds fun to the 
game, supports the girls and 
further entertains the crowd. It is 
something everyone looks forward 
to. 

Sarbaugh said among the 

game and the crowd, seeing the guys be 
cheerleaders will be the best part about the 
powder puff game. 

“I think that’ll be funny,” she said.
Gonidakis agreed, saying that the game 

is fun as well as the cheerleaders.
“What you hear most about are the guy 

cheerleaders,” he said. “The girls love 
them.”

The cheerleading team is one of the most 
important factors in bringing the junior and 
senior teams together.

“I like to think we want them to do the 

best they can at football, just like the real 
cheerleaders [would],” Lagrou said. 

While healthy competition exists 
between the girls, no division is present 
amongst the junior and senior boys on the 
cheerleading team.

“On the cheerleading team, the seniors 
help out the juniors,” Lagrou said. “When 
I was on the team last year as a junior, the 

seniors helped me.” 
Those who enjoy football and a funny 

show should support the upcoming prom 
by attending the powder puff event. 

“You have to see it,” Lagrou said.n
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It never seems to change. No matter 
what changes in the off-season, we 
always seem to find our favorite 

sports teams scrapping the barrel in terms 
of rankings. With every season comes an 
air of a new chance, a dream, a dream of 
the Super Bowl, a playoff appearance, 
having a winning record by the end of 
the season. These dreams 
fade within a few weeks, 
and die by winter time.

It never ends; year in 
and year out we almost 
always find that same 
teams struggling to find a 
way to top a .500 record. 
There seems to be no light 
at the end of the tunnel 
for these franchises, just 
a train readying itself to crash into these 
teams. How is it that year in and year out 
players on teams just can’t seem to find 
success?

The simple answer is how the players 
respond to new coaching and new 
schemes. Some players, like Peyton 
Manning and Drew Brees, are born 
winners. No matter what situation you 
put these players into, they find ways to 
succeed at the next level. These talents 
are hunted for by every team, thus making 
them hard to get.

Don’t despair though fans of these 
struggling teams, your favorite team 
may be closer to turning the corner into 
a winning team for years to come. Every 
off-season provides these dismal teams 

other hand, selected Ray Lewis, Jonathan 
Ogden and Jermaine Lewis in the 1996 
draft, and all of them were instrumental 
in the Ravens 2000 Super Bowl run.

A good draft is key for any team that 
wants to have a shot at a Super Bowl. 
For most rebuilding teams, a starting 
Quarterback is as good as gold in a draft. 
Although the QB is arguably the most 
important player on the field, you still have 
to find talent to go with them. Sometimes 
waiting for a QB until the next year or 
later in the draft while adding young talent 
to surround your future franchise QB is 
a very sound move. A good offensive 
line and a steady crop of ready and able 
receivers will make any QB transitioning 

into a new scheme or 
coming out of college 
already on a path for 
success with your team 
and in the NFL.

Most importantly 
when adding a 
free agent or draft 
Quarterback, you have 
to find winners to lead 

your team. These players can defy all 
odds and lead a scrappy, rag-tag team into 
the playoffs and perhaps even towards the 
lustrous Super Bowl. Players like Tom 
Brady, Ben Roethlisberger and even the 
likes of Tim Tebow all have qualities that 
make them attractive towards teams. Take 
Tebow for example, he led a young and 
unproven 8-8 Broncos offense to a Wild 
Card playoff game where they then defied 
the odds to upset the Pittsburgh Steelers 
and move on to the next round.

Yes, our favorite rebuilding teams may 
have a long road to the top, but with a (or 
a few maybe) off-seasons ahead of them, 
we could easily see such lowly teams as 
the Jaguars and the Browns atop their 
divisions and even making a run at the 
Super Bowl. n

with a chance to finally build a team that 
will contend for years to come.

Obviously, this is much easier said than 
done, but as long as teams follow a few 
simple guidelines during free agency and 
the draft, they should see some results 
sooner than later.

For starters, any team that is in a rebuild 
year has to look to make a young team. 
While in the off-season, look for veterans 
to take a pay cut or let them leave via free 
agency so that perhaps a younger player 
can start for them.

Next off, free agency should come 
along, and this proves to be a crucial time 
for any rebuilding team. Signing some 
washed up 40 year old to a multi-million 

dollar contract for ten years is how 
franchises can plummet. Instead, teams 
should look for solid back-ups and young 
up and coming talent who could make a 
long term impact. Be cautious though, as 
a lot of players in free agency can be a 
struggle to work with.

After free agency, the draft rolls around.
The NFL draft is the future for every 
NFL team. A franchise can be defined by 
a single draft, like the Steelers with the 
1974 draft, or the 1996 Baltimore Ravens 
draft. In 1974, the Pittsburgh Steelers 
selected Lynn Swann, Jack Lambert, 
Donte Stallworth and Mike Webster with 
four of their first five picks, all of which 
are now Hall Of Famers. This draft was 
a key component to four Super Bowl 
victories in ten years. The Ravens, on the 
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The Constant Rebuild

Signing some washed up 40 year old 
to a multi-million dollar contract for ten 
years is how franchises can plummet.

True or Falce
with Andrew Falce



Hoover Hot Shots
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Strike  3: You’re out! Whether it is pitching, hitting or supporting his teammates, the 
game of baseball is junior Zach Manos’ passion. Along with baseball come many 
obstacles. Teamwork, patience, cooperation and drive are very essential traits a 

player must have. Manos’ biggest motivation to succeed in the game is to better himself in 
any situation and stay positive no matter what comes his way. Baseball has taught Manos 
a lot about life. 

“Life is not perfect, someone is going to end up throwing you a curve ball and it shows 
how you need to react,” he said.

“Yesterday’s home runs don’t win today’s games,” is an inspiring quote he lives by 
every time he is out on the field.

“You cannot let what happened yesterday affect the [way you play] the next day,” 
Manos said. The players all bring many different assets to the team which results in a 
rewarding season. 

“Our chemistry is extremely close and that is what you need to be successful,” Manos 
added.

Teammate and best friend Sam Russo said he can always count on Manos to have his 
back and pick him up when he is down during a game. 

“We work great together because we are so similar and we understand how we work 
as teammates. [When we are on] the field we are always 
giving each other advice, and off the field we are together 
24/7,” Russo said. n

Story by Liz Deeds n Photo by Hannah Gill

Story and photo by Madison DeChellisZach Manos

Sydney Senff

Freshman Sydney Senff has been playing lacrosse since the sixth grade. 
Senff is a starter on the JV team, and dresses for varsity games, which 
is quite an accomplishment for a freshman player. 

Senff is a skilled midfielder, and said she loves the challenge and the 
speed of the game. 

She became involved in lacrosse she wanted to get involved in a sport and 
she wanted to be able to play with her cousin, sophomore Jordan Carey.

Carey said she loves that her cousin joined the team, and their close bond 
really helps them grow as individual players and as a team. 

“[Syndey and I] work well together,” Carey said. “We are so close that 
we are able to tell each other what we need to work on if need be.” 

Although this is only their first year being able to play together, Carey 
said it has been a great season so far and she is excited to be able to play 
with her cousin for the next two years.

Not only was Senff motivated to play by her cousin, she also said her 
immediate family supports her in all that she does with lacrosse.

Family support is not the only motivating factor for Senff. Senff said she 
loves the camaraderie amongst her teammates, and when the satisfaction 
she gets from scoring a goal or making the right play.

“The thrill of scoring a goal and having everyone cheer for you is great 
motivation,” Senff said, “but my teammates help to pump 
everyone up and keep the energy high on the field.” n
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Story and photo by Madison DeChellis
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Marine Biology

Hoover Captured

The week of April 4, the marine biology program went on a trip to 
Andros Island in The Bahamas. The class took place each Wednesday 
night from 6pm-9pm, and ended with a week long field experience on 
Andros at Forfar Field Station. n (counter-clockwise from top right) 
Senior Danielle Pete poses underwater at Andros Barrier Reef. The 
reef is the third longest in the world. n Seniors Marisa Fernandez 
and Emily Finley smile on their way to snorkel. The class tried to 
go out on different snorkel each day. n Rachel  McDevitt, 12, holds 
a West Indian Sea Egg. The students were required to memorize 
species they would see on the trip. n The class takes a group photo 
in front of the water. The program also had students from Jackson, 
Marlington, Lake, Glenoak and St. Thomas Aquinas. n After an 
invertebrate walk, James McKelvey, 12, poses with sea cucumbers, 
starfish, and sea urchins at Money Point. The students were able to 
pick up and handle organisms they knew were safe. n
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