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editors
Well, Hoover, as we step into the latter phases of the 2012 school year, most 

people would tell you that you should “keep focused” and “keep your foot 
on the gas pedal.” However, it’s time to abandon such cliché statements and 

tell you about what really counts.
Seniors, wherever you may be going to college, take these last few moments of 

your school career to spend time with those who really count. Yes, in case you were 
wondering, your family counts. And don’t be too eager to grow up too fast. In a matter 
of months and years, you’ll be wondering where all those carefree moments from 
your childhood have gone. 

As for the rest of the school, enjoy the soothing weather. Take some time to 
appreciate nature; let that wind run through your hair. Foster a love for your interests 
that don’t involve school in any way, shape or form. 

Gaze at those stars! Learn about the universe and its amazing ways. Even if you 
don’t believe, explore the possibilities of things like the string theory. You never know 
what you may find.

If that’s not your forte, discover what a forte is. Still not interested? Pick up and 
learn how to play an instrument. It can be discouraging, but playing music is one of the 
greatest outlets. It’s amazing how much you can tell about a person from music.

For goodness sake, put your cell phone down. Listen to your elders (even though 
they may not be cool, they are still wise). Forget the electronic media and have an 
actual conversation with someone. Connect with them on a deeper level.

Most importantly, get out and travel and see the world. Don’t just take our 
commands as the Gospel’s word. There are so many things out there. Everyone has the 
capacity to choose what is right and what is wrong. Everyone deserves to be happy.

So, keep it light; keep it bright; spread the cheer. Oh, and don’t let those grades 
drop at the end of the year! 
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AROUND THE WORLD         

London, England
Ex-tabloid editor, 
Rebekah Brooks was ar-
rested for being connect-
ed with phone-hacking 
into the British media.

Austin, Texas
The annual SXSW festival adopted a 
new comminuty service project called 
“Homeless Hotspots” where home-
less people were given wireless rout-
ers and users paid to use the given 
4G network. All participants were 
allowed to keep all the proceedings 
for their own benefit.

Kandahar, Afghanistan
Sixteen Afghan civilians 

were killed, alledgedly by  
an American soldier on 

March 11. 

Dhaka, Bangladesh
A ferry carrying 250 people 
capsizes , killing 32 people.  

About 30 people have been 
rescued and police are still 

searching for  survivors.

MARCH 2012
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Law Offices of Sandra L. 
Merrill
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North Canton Veterinary 
Clinic
Dr. Ted A. Rath, Optometrist
The Swope Family - Troy,
Deshaun, Nick and Lucas

OHIO NEWS

Mount Sterling, Ohio
Police officer Mike McCoy tased a 
nine year old boy twice when inves-
tigating a truancy complaint. The 
boy was unharmed, but in addition 
to truancy, he will be charged with 
resisting arrest.

Ohio
Mitt Romney barely edged 

Rick Santorum in a close 
primary election. Romney 

won by less than 11,000 
votes.

Cleveland, Ohio
A 77 year old Ohio male, Monroe 

L. Beachy, embezzles 17 million 
from his fellow Amish in 29 states. 

He is facing up to 20 years in 
prison for counts of mail fraud.  

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT
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Speech and Debate breaks individual, team records
Jenn Shaw
Staff Writer

A successful season

“[All] the dreaming and 
wishing that it would  

happen was finally reality.” 
- Annie Szendry

This year has become a milestone for 
Hoover’s Speech and Debate team. 
From Districts to Nationals, their 

team has gone farther and done better than 
any year in the past.

Eighteen members qualified to the state 
tournament with eight of the qualifiers be-
ing first or second year members such as 
senior Mackenzie Sommers. Sommers is a 
second year member and State Champion 
of Prose Poetry.

Sommers was shocked when she found 
out she was state champion.

“I thought it was a mistake,” she said. “I 
didn’t even think I would make it to quar-
ters.”

Speech and Debate coach Missy Ster-
tzbach had been hoping all season that the 
team would have a large number of quali-
fiers.

“I kept telling [the team] I had a 
magic number and they came very 
close to it,” she said.

With such a  large amount of 
qualifiers, Hoover came in third in 
our district for the most members 
going to states.

“It was incredibly exciting,” 
she said. “I knew as the day went 
along and the excitement kept 
building.”

For senior Corey Lipkins, this year was 
his fourth year on the team and second year 
going to the state tournament.

“I was third in the state this year,” he 
said. “Sophomore year I was fourth in the 
state.”

Lipkins said he saw this year as one last 
chance to do what he loves.

“This was the last time to make my coach 
proud, make myself proud and to leave my 
mark on the speech world,” he said.

Senior Annie Szendry was the only stu-
dent from Hoover to qualify for the nation-
al tournament after dreaming of this honor 
for many years.

“[All] the dreaming and wishing that 
it would happen was finally reality,” she 
said.

She will be competing June 10 through 
15 in Indianapolis for the national title.

“I’m so exited. Just being there is an 
honor,” she said. “Just being in a place with 
so many talented people from all over the 
country is awe-inspiring and a gift.”

Szendry attributed part of her success to 
her level of commitment this year as well 
as learning from previous seasons.

“I’ve really started to learn what it 
takes,” she said. “I was more committed 
this year than ever because I started to 
believe I could do it and I didn’t want to 
throw that opportunity away.”

Sommers agreed that her level of com-
mitment was also higher this year than in 
the past.

“I wanted it more,” she said. “I know 
speech is my niche and I made my team 
proud.”

While Sommers and Szendry were both 
more committed this year, part of Lipkins’ 
success came from his coach.

“[Missy] has really kept me in check,” 
he said. “She has shared joys with me, tears 
with me, and she has become one of my 
best friends.”

One of Lipkins’ defining moments was 

reading a Facebook wall post from another 
competitor.

“One of the biggest moments was when 
someone posted on my was ‘watching your 
performance made me want to do better,’” 
he said. “That comment meant more to me 
than my third place plaque.”

The overall success of the team this year 
also came from the dedication of 
many members who spent countless 
hours practicing and perfecting their 
pieces.

“The kids who are striving to 
qualify are the ones practicing two to 
three times a week,” Stertzbach said.

However, Hoover had success 
more places than just at the State 
tournament.

Many members of the team re-
ceived honors from the National Forensics 
League, an honor society promoting Speech 
and Debate in middle and high schools.

“We obtained over 200 memberships 
and degrees with the National Forensics 
League,” Stertzbach said.

Senior Derick Damron had the most 
success with the NFL and made Hoover 
High School history.

“Derick Damron is the first student ever 
at Hoover High School to go over 1000 
points individually,” Stertzbach said.

While many team members are graduat-
ing this year they still hope to be involved 
in the speech world.

Szendry is confident she will continue 
with some type of speech.

“I will always do something,” she said. 
“I couldn’t just give it up.” n

VIKIN
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10Feeling Lucky 
Kelsea Daniluk

At the risk of sounding like a 
stereotypical mother, I want 
to talk about something 

that has been an issue among 
teenagers, especially those teenage 
girls filled with angst, for decades: 
self-confidence.

Let me begin by telling you, 
trusted reader, about an issue that 
once caused an awful spell of anxiety 
and, unfortunately, prevented 
me from making friends. For the 
longest time, it was very difficult 
for me to eat in front of people. I 
would skip lunch at school, spitting 
o u t 
l a m e 

excuses as to the reason I would not 
touch my food. Sound dramatic, I 
know, but I actually had a reason, 
though it’s not entirely logical. 

My friends thought my habit was 
peculiar and talked to me about my 
“anorexia.” I couldn’t help but laugh 
at this accusation because I certainly do not suffer from anorexia. 
In fact, if you know me very well you know that I eat like a full-
grown man who hasn’t had a morsel of food for years. Instead, my 
fear of eating stemmed from social anxiety, an emotional disorder 
that causes me to feel self-conscious all the time, so much so 
that it began to affect my daily life. After realizing this problem, 
I began taking baby steps with the help of some friends and 
started getting over my irrational fear and now have no problem 
shamelessly stuffing my face in front of others. I also find that I 
am more outgoing in general, no longer terrified to strike up a 20 
minute long conversation with a stranger at my register at work. 
This has been the greatest transformation I could have possibly 
experienced. I am happier with myself and am now able to 
maintain a healthy relationship with my friends, family, teachers, 
nearly anyone.

So, the point in sharing that little anecdote is to show all of you 
that no one cares if you make a fool of yourself in public or private 
or anywhere for that matter, as long as you are within the limits 
of the law and are not making others wish you would tape your 
own mouth shut.  Don’t be afraid to eat, laugh while squealing like 
the pig in the Geico commercials or sing completely out of tune 
in your car.  If it bothers someone so much that it ruins their day, 
then that’s their problem. Just keep on being weird and ignore 
everyone else. After all, they may have a problem with your 
behavior only because they are jealous of your fun spirit, your 
carefree lifestyle or your unparalleled confidence. 

What inspired me to write this column and give up my stupid 
fear of being judged were the videos posted on YouTube by a girl 
named Jenna Marbles. Her videos became an internet sensation 
when she posted an instructional video about how to get irksome 
people to leave you alone by wordlessly fixing your face into an 

utterly repulsive stare. In my opinion, everyone should take three 
minutes out of their day to watch this video for two reasons. 
First of all, it’s absolutely hysterical. She is dead-on about how 
annoying people can be and her solution, while mentally insane, 
would undoubtedly make anyone run full-speed in the opposite 
direction, thus solving the problem in a considerate way. However, 
the main reason I want you to see this video is because Jenna is 
not afraid to look stupid on the Internet, where millions of people 
are able to witness her face over and over again. That takes some 
serious guts. Don’t just watch that video, though. Take the time to 
watch a few Jenna Marbles videos. She posts a new, even more 
ridiculous than last video each week, proving that you can be 
confident all the time, not just every once and a while. 

Now, some of you girls who have seen her videos may be 
saying, “She’s obnoxious. Why on Earth would I want to be like her 

and act so bizarre for everyone to 
see?“ or “But she’s gorgeous so it’s 
easy for her to have confidence.”

While it’s true that Jenna is 
pretty and gets paid for looking the 
way she does, and that she can be 
extremely insane at times, it does 
not change the fact that she is a role 
model. No matter if you think you 

are attractive or not, confidence should come naturally, regardless 
of your weight, intelligence level, popularity level or whatever else 
makes you feel uncomfortable. I’m not saying you need to go post 
videos of yourself making hideous faces or exhibiting to the world 
how hyper energy drinks make you feel but you should be able to 
act like yourself in front of the world regardless of how ridiculous 
you think you look.

I know this is easier said than done. People have been telling 
us since we could blink that we should always just be ourselves, 
no matter what other people say, yet it is increasingly difficult to 
go only one day without feeling down about ourselves because 
of the Tweets and texts designed to make us feel that way. The 
truth is we all do it. We all feel distraught about minor faults and 
flaws pointed out to us by inconsiderate peers. The only solution 
is to learn to not give a flying you know what about what anyone 
Tweets about us. If insulting Tweets or Facebook posts make you 
so stressed out that you can not even live your life anymore, block 
that person or delete your accoutn. We honestly have no reason 
to care what others think anyway.

To make exuding confidence really work and learn to not give a 
care in the world about what others think of you, it is important to 
stop judging others. After all, everyone despises being judged by 
someone who has no idea who we truly are, so why do we do it to 
others? That’s pretty hypocritical, don’t you agree? In all honesty, 
criticism and false judgments are a part of life. We’ll always have 
to deal with people who try to knock us on our butts by throwing 
lies and insults in our faces without reason. We need to not only 
ignore those comments, but also refrain from doing the same. 
Once you experience how great it feels to walk through the halls 
with your head held high you’ll feel the urge to help others do the 
same, opening doors to a flood of confidence.n 

Lose Your Marbles

Confidence should come naturally,

regardless
of whatever makes you feel uncomfortable
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State
Story by Xavier Carr

The United States is a nation 
often acclaimed for its abundance of civil liberties such 
as freedom of speech and religion, and yet it is the same 

country often dubbed as a “Christian nation.” Even if this statement 
is false, it is difficult to deny the hand religion has in political matters.  

GOP candidates such as Rick Santorum are not quiet when it comes to 
their religious beliefs. According to The Huffington Post, Santorum said in 

a 2008 speech that Satan himself was targeting the U.S and later, to defend 
these assertions, said he is indeed a person of faith. Since the US is a nation 
with freedom of religion, is there anything inherently wrong with bringing 

religion into politics? 
Peter Hurford, a political science major at Denison University and blogger 

at greatplay.net, said religion is a bad source to derive our knowledge of the 
world from.

“The problem with religion influencing the policies and decisions of politics 
is that religion is simply not a correct hypothesis about how the world works, 
and this leads us to make mistaken and dangerous conclusions,” he said. 

“While religion is definitely not the source of all evil and you can have 
quite reasonable politicians who are still religious, a good-sized group of 
politicians look to the Bible to determine what their position on education, 
reproductive health, energy policy, and marriage should be.”

The relationship between religion and politics is one that appears to 
be strong. Gallup reported in 2009 the number of Republicans decrease 
as one scales from highly religious to not religious; conversely, the 
number of Democrats increase as one scales from highly religious to 
not religious. 

Religiosity and being a republican seem to have a positive relationship, 
but is this relationship of a causal or correlative nature? Andrew Kohut, 

president of the Pew Research Center, said in The New York Times religion 
and politics only share a correlative relationship.
“[I]t is important to recognize that strong correlation between religiosity 

and political preferences is often not a direct one, but rather reflects the linkage 
between religion and other factors, like ideology and ethnicity,” he said.

Regardless of the relationship shared between one’s religion and political 
views, an atheist president is unappealing to a good portion of Americans. In 

2011, Gallup found only half of Americans would for a candidate if he was an 
atheist. Hurford said this is due to misperceiving the source of benevolence.

“[The idea of] atheist presidents are repugnant because, as the story goes, 
you need religion to be moral,” he said. “Therefore, the thinking goes that 
if someone is crazy enough to deny God, they’re probably also crazy enough 

to deny all hope and goodness, and might as well be going around kicking 
puppies and destroying the state from within... [I]f people would only just 

bother to ask the atheists themselves, you’ll find that many of them live 
very fulfilling, moral, caring, virtuous lives.  You don’t need God to be a 

good person.” n
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The great debate
Pro-bama No-bama

Commentary by Mara Nickel and Stephen Bowersox
Bush had left the economy failing to a point of no-return when 

he left the office in 2008. So, Obama had to do anything he could 
to keep the economy from completely failing or staying at a com-
plete standstill, which meant national money was going to be 
spent. When Bush took office, he was given a thriving economy, 
when Obama took office, he was given a dying economy. So, to 
compare the actions of the two is not accurate. It’s not like Obama 
increased spending when nothing wrong was happening; poor 
things were happening, so he increased spending to try to solve. 
As it shows, with the nation’s spendings, we actually avoided an 
economy that would have been as tragic as the Great Depression, 
and it is on the rise. 

Obama has provided a debt-reduction plan, one that will in-
crease taxes for the super-rich and reduce the national spend-
ings. The idea to increase taxes on the rich actually came from 
one of those super-rich, Warren Buffet. He has urged Congress to 
tax more heavily on the millionaires since many get their income 
from investments, which are taxed at a lower rate than wages. So, 
they will pay roughly the sameaverage rate federal taxes as the 
middle class. Another part of his debt-reduction is to begin cutting 
certain aspects of the national spending, such as Medicare and 
Medicaid. It is said that he will not change the programs directly 
he will just modify administration and payment reimbursement. 
But, of course, the GOP is going to want the taxes to decrease 
for the rich and the spendings to decrease even more. This plan 
should balance out the debt and with the money gained, more 
jobs will be created, therefore reducing unemployment

I am a huge fan of Obama’s healthcare program. Although I 
do see where the part where “everyone has to purchase health 
insurance or will be fined” is unconstitutional, which is going to 
be tried at the Supreme Court level this year, I do like the basis of 
the plan. Young adults will be able to stay on their parents insur-
ance plan until they are 26, which is comforting to parents and 
college graduates who are starting to get comfortable on their 
own. Insurance companies will not be able to drop people based 
off of pre-existing conditions or do many other unfair insurance 
practices. It provides a way for the 32 million Americans unable to 
afford health insurance to finally be able to obtain a comfortable 
amount. They will not have go to the emergency room and use 
that as their primary physician: which has cost everyone money. 
Hospital administrators know that many cannot afford the costs 
of health care, so they jack up the prices to the people that can 
afford it. With Obama’s health care plan, people may complain 
about their taxes being raised, but they will probably also have 
a decrease in the cost of health procedures. Plus, if people are 
able to have the comfort of knowing that a loved one will be able 
to get the treatment they need, without having to worry about 
finances, people should be happy to give part of their money to 
themyour Coach purses and X-box games and be willing to help 
people in need.

If you haven’t heard that the unemployment rate dropped to 
8.3% in January, the lowest it’s been since February 2009. That is 
actually impressive since the U.S. has been in the worst depres-
sion since the Great Depression for quite some time now, but the 
improvement isn’t as good as it seems. 

When Obama first took office the labor force participation 
rate was 65.7%, and when the recession officially ended in June 
2009 the rate was the same. When Obama released his much cel-
ebrated report in January the labor force participation rate was at 
63.7%, which means almost five million Americans left the work-
force entirely and gave up looking for jobs. The reason the un-
employment rate is 8.3% is because those five million people are 
no longer counted as unemployed. If those people were counted 
then the unemployment rate would be closer to 11%.

 Now someone could also say that it’s their own fault that those 
people stopped looking for a job, fine let’s suppose that the 8.3% 
unemployment rate is absolutely correct, it won’t help. There has 
been no president since F.D.R. that’s been re-elected with over a 
7.2% unemployment rate, but that doesn’t really make it a fact. 
In January the Congressional Budget Office estimates that the un-
employment rate will reach 8.8% by the end the year. The Federal 
Reserve, on the other hand, expects unemployment to stay be-
tween 8.2% and 8.5%. Either way, the unemployment rate under 
Obama has not improved and, in many opinions, gotten worse.

When Obama took office in 2009 the national debt was at $10.6 
trillion and within a month of his inauguration the debt limit was 
raised to $12.1 trillion. When Bush took office the national debt 
was at $5.76 trillion and when he left it was at $10.626 trillion, 
that’s a little over $4.85 trillion in spending over his eight years 
in office, which is more than any other president before him. Ac-
cording to usdebtclock.org the current U.S. debt is currently at 
$15.493 trillion, which means in a little over three years Obama 
has increased the national debt by $4.867 trillion. Obama has in-
creased the debt more than Bush in less than half the time. Now 
there is nobody out there that can say that’s a good thing.

 Some may say that Obama inherited two wars, a prescription 
drug program for seniors and tax cuts, but all of these things hap-
pened early in Bush’s term so he had to deal with them just as 
much as Obama did.

Obama’s Medicare program makes it so that families and busi-
nesses must pay for health insurance whether they want it or not. 
Some people may not want health insurance because they’re in 
low-risk jobs and don’t get sick often. Sure it’s always better to 
be safe than sorry, but some businesses and families can’t afford 
it and the fact that they have to pay for it anyways makes life 
harder for them. Medicare has also cost the U.S. $0.82 trillion, so 
that’s been helping Obama’s debt grow quite a bit. Also, Obama’s 
Healthcare program causes higher taxes, which is not good during 
the fragile economic times that the country is in. There should be 
less taxes right now, not more.
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13Around the town on spring break

With spring break coming up, many Hoover students will probably be traveling 
somewhere. Whether it is traveling to visit a college, see friends that one might 
have in other states or just a family vacation to somewhere nice. Generally 

North Canton is cleared out by Friday night after school. Yet, what about those who do 
not travel during spring break? Instead of sitting at home the whole break playing video 
games, why not get out and experience what North Canton, and its surround areas, has 
to offer?

Commentary by Madeline Tauscher

While not every person may be an airplane lover, for 
those of you out there though, take a trip up to the 
Akron-Canton Airport and visit MAPS Air Museum. 
Since many people dare not venture up there, any 
visitor is treated like a celebrity. You’ll get behind- the- 
scenes tours and will be up close and person with many 
historic artifacts from previous wars. 

Laser Quest / Park Center Lanes 
Laser Quest is always a fun place to go to with friends. 
Whether it is going for their Ironman challenges, their 
all night games or just for a regular quick paced game, 
Laser Quest is a fun place to spend an evening. Park 
Center Lanes is probably best to go on a Friday or 
Saturday night so that you can bowl when it is glow-
bowl night. Bowling is a great past time and is cheap!

Fannie May Chocolate Factory
Imagine it now, walking through those front doors 
of the chocolate factory, taking a deep breath in and 
just melting at the smell of the rich chocolate. While 
many haven’t been to Harry London’s since the third 
grade field trip, how about taking a little adventure 
and re-experience the tour of one of the most famous 
chocolate factories in the world! As a positive, you do 
get free samples at the end of the tour, along with being 
able to shop and select your own favorite chocolates.

Instead of going somewhere to relive childhood past 
memories, why not do something that is worthwhile in 
present times? This night club offers an environment 
where your parents are not hanging over your shoulders 
and little siblings are not complaining over something 
that you didn’t do. It is a great place to gather friends 
and have a good time while taking a break from the 
demands of school. Come out March 30 for $15 and 
dance the night away!

While museums seem to be outdated now-a-days, 
why not stop by the McKinley Presidential Library  and  
Museum to relive some childhood memories? While 
some may be thinking, “Who would want to visit a 
museum over spring break?” Others might actually 
be surprised at the fun time they could experience at 
this museum! From seeing the roaring dinosaur, to the 
picture-shadow room, to visiting the robotic Mr. and 
Mrs. McKinley and having the chance to slide down an 
old firehouse pole. It is a great place to spend the day, 
and who could forget sliding down the stairs in front?

How could anyone forget the Football Hall of Fame? 
It is one of Canton’s and North Canton’s most popular 
attractions. While inside, visitors will experience some 
of America’s most iconic figures of one of the most 
watched sports in America. A lot larger on the inside 
than it looks on the outside, the Hall of Fame takes 
its views through multiple exhibits of the history of 
football and some of its greatest players, and coaches. 
If you are a die-hard football fan, and have not yet 
had the chance to visit the Hall of Fame, it is highly 
recommended to visit.

Football Hall of Fame

MAPS Air Museum

Fuse Teen Night Club

McKinley Museum
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RICKY
BOWEN

“He is what made me 
keep going when times 

were so tough.” 
- Teresa Mizner

Story by: Ali McNeese n Photo by: Rebecca Junod

While most students were in the 
student section, cheering on the 
varsity boy’s basketball team 

during their past season, sophomore Ricky 
Bowen was on the court. 

Although Bowen was not on the team, 
his role as the manager was very crucial to 
the team’s success. He provided hydration 
materials for the players, assisted the 
coaches in drills,  lowered the basketball 
hoops and set up the scoreboard for 
practices.

Varsity basketball coach and math 
teacher, Mr. Troy Clark appreciated 
everything Bowen did for the team 
. His contributions allowed the 
coaches to focus on the player’s 
development, game strategy, and 
practice plans.

“If it wasn’t for Ricky, time would 
be wasted on the little organizational 
tasks,” Clark said. “He helps out 
more than anyone knows.”

Though Bowen’s job as basketball 
manager is often times behind the scenes, 
his hard work, humble personality 
and dedication to the team never goes 
unnoticed.

“His name doesn’t show up in the paper, 
fans don’t often notice his work during 
games, but his role in our team’s strong 
finish to the season was just as important as 
any other team member,” Clark said.

For Bowen, it’s more than just the job 
because he loves the sport and enjoys 
hanging out with the players.

“Basketball has always been my favorite 
sport and I like being around the team 

because it’s fun helping them out,” Bowen 
said.

Bowen’s mother, Teresa Mizner, believes 
the job is a perfect fit because he has always 
loved basketball and is so willing to lend a 
hand.

“He truly likes to help others,” she said. 
“Being the manager helps him fit in and he 
does love the game.”

Having to spend so much time with 

them because of games, practices and team 
hangouts, Bowen has developed many 
friendships with the Varsity basketball 
players.

“As with all teenagers, their relationship 
can be shaky at times, and great at times, 
but the constant is respect,” Clark said. 
“They understand how much Ricky does 
for them, and he enjoys helping them out.”

While dedicating so much time, 
surrounded by nothing but basketball, it 
comes as no surprise that Bowen’s favorite 
thing about this school year involves 
basketball. 

“How we turned [our season] around 

really surprised me,” he said. “We went from 
being 5-5  to 12-6 and then unfortunately 
lost to Green to end our season.” 

Likewise the comeback that the team 
made, Bowen said that his mom has been 
the biggest influence on his life because of 
her resilience throughout tough situations.

“My parents got divorced when I was 
16 months old and she got back on her feet 
even though the times were hard,” he said.

While Bowen said his mother has 
been the most influential person in his 
life, Mizner said that Bowen himself  
has greatly affected her life as well.

“I would be lost without him,” she 
said. “He is what made me keep going 
when times were so tough.”

Despite going through so many 
hardships throughout his life, Bowen 
has always been able to look at 
situations in a light hearted way. 
Earlier this year he went through a 
painful surgery that put him in a wheel 

chair for a month and has left him with a 
three and a half inch scar.

“I shattered a growth plate and tore a 
tendon in my knee playing dodge ball,” 
he said. “It sounds kind of nerdy I guess, 
but I think it’s funny that that’s how it 
happened.”

Whether it’s his kindness for others 
or his easygoing spirit, Bowen’s unique 
personality doesn’t go unnoticed when he’s 
around his family. 

“His siblings adore him,” Mizner 
said. “He and my other two children are 
such a blessing and I thank God for them 
everyday.”
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Love

Trends

Hate
One of my favorite things that has been appearing the past 

couple years is the revival of clothing trends from the past de-
cades, but with a modern twist. I think we’ve learned that neon 
spandex and Lycra can be saved for track practice, but with 
statement jewelry, bright colors, and off the shoulder tops, it’s 
obvious that we can take these styles from the 80s and make 
them our own.  

Another great style I’ve seen becoming more and more 
popular are blazers. While they may seem too dressy to some, 
left unbuttoned with a cute top, they can be a great staple for 
your wardrobe, and add a feminine touch to vintage tees.

Ballet flats are a must when it comes to spring. Although  
they can be worn any time of the year,  these can come in 
many styles, colors and patterns, making them versatile and 
appealing to everyone. These will always be a classic shoe that 
can be brought back every year.

Finally, coloring blocking is definitely a great aspect this sea-
son. Whether it’s with pastels or neon, this is a creative, yet 
not too obnoxious way to add a splash of originality to what 
you wear, whether it’s in a dress, skirt or shirt.

Along with every season come trends that I am not so crazy 
about, or maybe keep coming back that need to stay away. 

First off, I love florals as much as the next person, but there 
is a fine line between feminine and ending up looking younger 
than you really are. Try a more subtle pattern when choosing 
florals for a more sophisticated look. 

I really hope I can speak for everyone when I say that we 
need to keep Scrunci’s and big bows from coming back in style. 
Unless you’re planning on joining the cheer squad, these aren’t 
for you. Instead of big bows, a bandana tied around your head 
in a cute bow is a simple way to look sweet while rocking a 
retro vibe.

If some of these things sound appealing to you, I’m not 
saying they can’t be worn without a bit of tweaking. After all, 
we’re entitled to our own opinions on what’s hot and what’s 
not.

I would like to encourage people to wear clothes that flatter 
their figure, and that make them feel comfortable in their own 
skin. There’s never been a more timeless trend than looking 
beautiful because you feel confident in what you’re wearing. 

After an uncommonly warm last couple weeks, I’ve seen some brighter colors and short sleeved shirts appearing in the 
halls of Hoover High School. Unfortunately, though, I’ve noticed a pattern. What I’m seeing on the runways in pictures of 
fashion week don’t correspond with what I see here each year. I feel as though students at Hoover are afraid of branching 

out. But the weather has been changing lately, and I suggest that we change, too, and try for some more unique and original 
styles. So the next time you’re in the mall; if you see something you like, don’t be afraid to try it out. Yes, maybe you haven’t 
seen anyone else wearing anything similar, but if you like the way it looks, nothing should stop you from rocking that dress, top 
or pair of pants like they’re meant to be rocked. Commentary By: Maria Stroia
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Books We Love College Search

Notre Dame of Ohio
n Notre Dame College was founded in 1922 as a Catholic, 
liberal arts college for women. The school decided to embrace 
the changes that were necessary to make to incorporate their 
students, and in 2001 admitted men. This change paved the 
way for the growth of athletics around the campus. Since 2001, 
enrollment has risen to a record high of almost 2,000 students, 

including both men and women.
n Notre Dame is located in a quiet suburb just outside of 
Cleveland and is made up of 48 acres.  
n Their mascot is the Falcons, and the only university in the 
state that has more athletic teams than Notre Dame is Ohio State, 
which has a total of 33 teams. 
n Notre Dame of Ohio has multiple clubs and organizations, 
including a school newspaper, drama club, band and multiple 

music ensembles, however the Greek life is nonexistent.  
n Though still far away, Notre Dame is approximately an hour 
away from North Canton, Ohio.
n Notre Dame College had 1,802 undergraduates enroll in 
2011. 

n The student-faculty ratio is 11:1.

n Only 9% of students are from outside of Ohio.

n ACT scores range from 18-22.
n Tuition for both in-state and out-of-state students is around 

$24,652 per year. 
n Notre Dame College is in support of the AP program in high 
school and test scores are transferable. 
n The top degrees the college offers are business, education, 

health professions, journalism and psychology. 
n Notre Dame offers programs to get students through their 

Master’s degrees. 
n 89% of undergraduates who apply are accepted. 
n For more information on Notre Dame of Ohio, contact 

Admissions Counselor,  Amanda Means at (216)373-6470.   

Compiled by Paiton Swope 
Photo Courtesy of Notre Dame of Ohio

Living no longer feels like 
an option. You have just 
witnessed your whole 

family being brutally killed in a 
car accident, yet you have not 
died. You are stuck outside 
your body, overseeing every-
thing that is happening to you 
while you are being rescued 
from the crushed car. For Mia, 
this was only the beginning to 
what happened to her.

Mia had everything.  She 
was an amazing cellist, had 

a fantastic boyfriend, and a family who loved her.  Everything 
seemed to be going perfect in her life. It was not until one day, 
when school was called off for a snow day, and her family went for 
a drive, when a snow plow crashed into the side of Mia’s family 
car. When she woke up, everything around her felt normal. She 
still felt herself until she looked around and saw the body parts of 
her family lying in the white snow and the distant sirens. And then 
she saw her body.  Unbeknownst as to how to act, Mia tries her 
best to remain calm in her out of body experience.  She is quickly 
rushed off to the nearest hospital where she overhears doctors 
talking on how she was the only survivor. Now Mia was left with 
the choice of leaving to greet her family in the afterlife, or remain-
ing on earth to stay with her boyfriend Adam. 

As the book progresses, the story is written in mainly flash-
backs. Flashbacks to when Mia got to experience her younger 
brother being born, meeting her indie- rock boyfriend for the first 
time, her first date, experiencing the rock life instead of the clas-
sical life.

At the time, Mia had never taken into consideration as to how 
important each moment can be so precious. She realizes that life 
cannot always be about her, and in seeing that, even when she 
didn’t feel like it, that people around her always loved her.

Gayle Forman does a fantastic job of pulling in her audience 
and keeping them on edge, wondering just what might be Mia’s 
next choice. It is a fascinating story that could have not been writ-
ten any better. 

Personally, this is one of the most awe-inspiring, heart- wrench-
ing stories that leaves the audience in a state of shock and appre-
ciation at how the  human body can endure so much and still keep 
the will to move on with life. 

Although the ending leaves the audience wondering what will 
happen for Mia, it is also the perfect ending because it lets the 
imagination put together its own ending. 

A story on choices, commitment, love and strength, “If I Stay,” 
is a great book to read. It helps the reader realize that there can 
be so much more to life, and that, regardless if it is known or not, 
there is always a person around that loves them. n

If I Stay
By: Gayle Forman
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Our Mission:
“We strive to provide our honest opinions while representing 
all sides, and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions”

Making the most of the off season
Arguably, the most important time in sports in sports is the 

least glamorous. There are no lights on you; there is no pressure 
to perform. Yes, it’s supposedly a time of rest of relaxation. It is the 
bittersweet time of the year for every athlete — the off season. 
However, even though it is perceived as a time to rest and heal, 
the off season may be the most crucial time in an athlete’s career. 
It is a time where athletes can take the time to improve their game 
and pass up their competitors.

Every summer, while the NBA is enjoying its downtime, Players 
like Kevin Durant, Kobe Bryant and LeBron James work tirelessly 
to improve their game in order to remain atop the elite players in 
the league. LeBron, as the commentators have noticed, improved 
his post game immensely. Kevin, on the other hand, took some 
notes from Dirk Nowitzki and learned his signature jump shot 
form – the one-legged fade away. 

Basically, athletes of every sport take the time to make 
themselves better during the regular season. This is a given. But 
how do you make yourself better?

Well, you take the time and put in the work during the 
off months. This is when a truly great athlete passes up his 
competition. While your competitors are pushing the snooze 
button, the motivated athlete can make progress.

So, acknowledge the benefits of the off season, and use them 
to make yourself a better athlete. Who knows? All that hard work 
just may pay dividends when you make it to the big leagues. 

Remember and reflect
Most people at Hoover can feel the impact of the shooting that 

occurred only an hour away at Chardon High School. Many begin 
to think “this could happen to me, at my school,” and realize that 
life can be taken away in an instant. 

There were many rumors going around the school about why the 
incident occurred, and many of those were based off of bullying, 
the usual initial thought that comes after school shootings. But 
actually, the boy who admitted to the shootings was not bullied, 
and said the people he killed were random targets. People who 
knew him were shocked when they heard of his actions. No one 
saw it coming. 

It has been found that almost all school shooters show signs of 
their intentions before they make their final move, so there are 
ways to prevent a horrible incident, such as the Chardon shooting, 
from happening. 

The first step in prevention is realizing the incorrect stereotypes 
associated with school shooters. Many people think they are 
loners, kids who are bullied, or anybody who is considered 
“weird” or “different” at school. This is far from true. More school 
shootings are done by students who are popular or take part in 
extra-curricular activities. 

In order to recognize the signs of a school shooter, you must 
look at everyone, not just the people you can see doing those 
violent actions. If you see any warning signs in students or peers, 
make sure you see what is wrong or talk to an adult.

Separation of church and state
While we at The Viking Views affirm the importance of freedom 

of religion, we also affirm the importance of separating church and 
state; in fact, the primary reason we staunchly uphold separation 
of church and state goes to the very heart of what it means to 
guarantee freedom of religion to citizens as a civil liberty.

Freedom of religion entails an ability to choose, within reason, 
what beliefs and customs to hold and practice respectively. For 
example, it is lawful for Amish children to stop attending school 
after eighth grade, but it would not be okay to sacrifice children to 
certain gods because your religion dictates so. Thus there is a line, 
and from this line one can begin to see why separation of church 
and state guarantees freedom of religion.

If a religious president is assured that what he believes in is true, 
then he certainly must have no qualms following the commands 
of his God and/or gods. He would likely regard doing as such to be 
commendable. Endorsing or rejecting policies on a basis of “my 
god(s) deems this to be good” rather than prudential judgment 
is unsound. Furthermore, it is unfair to smuggle one’s religious 
tendencies into law against the beliefs of others.

Feel free to choose religion, but please keep it out of the 
political arenas. 
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“That everyone does drugs.”
— Coree Delaro, 10

“[I believe the biggest misconception of our generation] is that 
everyone is naive. We are more intelligent than most adults think. 
Sure, we have technology to help us out, but most of us could 
survive without our cell phones and iPads.”

— Kaitlynn Shaffer, 11

“That we are technology           
obsessed.”

— Megan Mansfield, 10

“Everybody cares about what people think of them. [In reality], 
people freely do what they want without worrying about others’ 
opinions.”

— Ashlea Thomas, 12

“I would want my spouse to be an honest, caring and interesting 
person. When someone is being honest with you, there is a good 
base for a relationship. An interesting person that is more unique 
than the average spouse, which I believe is a good trait to hold.”
— Jake Garfield, 10 

“That we cause problems. That because our generation is            
centered around electricity, once it comes time for us to run our 
country, we won’t do it right.” 

— Emily Hayden, 10

“That we only communicate through technology and we don’t 
really do that. We actually talk face-to-face and people think we 
don’t.”

— Emily Olszewski, 10

What do you think is the 
biggest misconception 

of the Y Generation?

“I’d use my best 
strength to beat the 
other tributes.”
— Macie Moneypenny, 
9

“I would try to 
stay away from 
all the blood 
bath and wait 
for eveyone to 
die off. 
— Keely Smith, 
11

The Hunger Games?
What would you do to survive
Views
Student

I wouldn’t survive; 
I’d be the first to 
die.
— Morgan Staples, 
12

“I would hide from 
everyone until 
the last people 
were left, then kill 
them.”
— Abby 
Warburton, 10

“I would use my 
ninja skills to take                   
everybody down.”
— Nate Shreve, 11
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Live Civil
Katie Livick
Sticks in heels

How skinny is too skinny? 
I’m no tub of lard, and I do have 
some confidence in myself, but 

there comes a glorious time where the 
Victoria’s Secret magazine full of itty-bitty 
models comes out. 
So when I open my mailbox and pull that 
perfectly gleaming pack of paper, I will look 
at those pretty bathing suits on baby sized 
models and cry while finishing my Taco 
Bell.

That’s not entirely accurate… But, sadly, 
it’s a true fact for many other girls who may not have the confi-
dence.

Seeing those perfect pretty little things makes me wonder 
how bad they make any other girl 
feel. At least I have a little bit of pride, 
but what about those girls who have 
none? 

Those girls who were told every day 
they were fat or ugly or any plethora 
of horrid judgmental statements. So is 
it really fair that companies find these 
unnaturally thin and tall girls to display, even editing them to look 
skinnier? 

Is it really fair that in nearly every teen magazine, “normal” 
girls are portrayed as these skinny, perfect-haired, perfect-teeth 
teenagers? Is it really fair that even in magazines for older wom-
en, they are nearly all a size 6 when that’s not the average size in 
most countries? 

In the end, they look like sticks wearing heels wearing bath-
ing suits. Which is also ridiculous; you’re on sand, how on Earth 
are you supposed to walk in five-inch heels in a material that has 
hardly any structure?  And you’re wearing a bathing suit. With 
heels. What. Are. You. Thinking? You would break your perfectly 
photo-shopped stick-legs right in half if you even tried. 

Honestly, I feel it is the cause of a whole heck of a lot of teen-
age girls self esteem issues and even for guys it is bad: they display 
perfectly muscled, well-chiseled men dripping with water in swim 
suits. Now, they aren’t bad to look at, but how can guys look at 
that and not feel a little intimidated? Are all men supposed to 
drink protein shakes every morning before heading to the gym for 

an eight-hour workout? Are all men supposed to be some type of 
Clark Kent? 

Either way, everyone is pressured to look a certain way and 
that you have to have perfect hair, eyes, and features. Everyone 
is pressured to have a flat stomach or washboard abs, thin arms 
or muscled biceps, thighs that don’t touch or legs that are per-
fectly built. Living in an imperfect world and trying to be a perfect, 
photo-edited model will never end well.

There’s such a huge bias in the media in showing these beauti-
ful people with perfect bodies. Don’t get me wrong I’m not ad-
vocating for them to dig through a swamp, find an alligator, and 
dress it up in Hollister or Abercrombie clothes, but let’s be realis-
tic: hardly anybody looks like a living, breathing Barbie doll. 

So why do they find it necessary to portray the 0.000001% of 
the population as if they were what the majority of the country 
looked like? And what is it that has made this people the select 
few that are deemed “model worthy”? Who crowned them king 
or queen of deciding who’s attractive and who’s not? 

The average size of girls in the 
United States is far beyond a size 
0, and not many guys are built like 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. In fact, 
according to an article on http://
www.cleveland.com, the average 
woman in the U.S.A. is a size 14, 
which is far beyond a 0. Even Mari-

lyn Monroe, widely regarded as one of the most beautiful women 
who lived, even to this day, was considered a size 14 in today’s 
standards. She was probably on the cover of nearly every maga-
zine in the world, people plastered posters of her all over their 
walls and hounded her for signed photographs. She was a size 14, 
and she was idolized for her beauty. 

So why is it suddenly reversed? Why is it that society suddenly 
shifted gears and went down a completely different road? 

How are sticks in heels suddenly idolized as attractive, and 
those who are a normal weight are just “average” and nothing 
more?

I feel it’s high time the big shot fashion industry should do an 
overhaul of what they consider to be a model. And for those com-
panies that actually advertise the average girl or guy earn my re-
spect almost immediately. They’ve realized that society has com-
pletely changed. They’ve realized that people don’t always find 
stick-thin attractive. 

They’ve realized that beautiful people don’t always have to be 
able to fit between the cracks in wood floors. n

and cry while finishing my taco bell.”
baby sized

“...I will look at those pretty bathing suits on

Have a wonderful spring break!
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to the Golden Rule?”
happenend 

“And what ever

The Viking Views staff

How many people actually take time 
out of their day to do something 
else for a person they may or may 

not know? 
In today’s society, certainly not enough 

take time to service others — unless it is 
their job of course, much like waiters, and 
hostesses, and cashiers, even the cart peo-
ple who continuously bring the shopping 
carts back to the store. 

These hard workers, regardless if they 
are older in age or just another teenager, 

do not get the right amount of appreciation for what they do. In 
the business industry, everyone looks 
up to the ‘higher’ class of the workers 
environment. The higher class being the 
managers, to the bosses, all the way to 
the CEOs or entrepreneurs. 

Yet, who appreciates the people who 
actually have to put an effort into their 
job? 

So many people disrespect waiters, have attitudes with ca-
shiers or leave shopping carts all the way at the back of the park-
ing lot, especially during the winter months. Those poor workers 
have to put up with the hounding and disrespect from customers 
who know no better. 

While I personally do not currently work as a hostess or ca-
shier, I have friends that do hold those positions. Normally, they 
do agree that their work environment is generous to them, but 
the occasional customer does come in a stir up some burned out 
coals. 

I mean, how would you feel, not being able to sit down for 
hours on end, not being able to use the restroom, no drink or 
food breaks?

I openly admit that it can be awful to be in that position, but 
just think, it is a job and you do get paid for it. 

So leave those people alone. 
And what ever happened to the Golden Rule? Treat others the 

way you would want to be treated. 
If you treat your waiter, or waitress, at a restaurant like they 

were nothing, they should have every right to “accidently” spill 
your whole meal on your lap. Shouldn’t they? 

Servers and others in the food service industry are expected 
to be friendly, skilled and courteous now matter the customers’ 
attitudes who walk in the door. They must greet each and every 
one with a smile. They must pretend that the actions or reactions 
of others do not offend them.

We expect it from them — because it’s their job. But do we 
have to make it difficult for them? Do they not deserve respect? 
Are they somehow less professional than the positions and ca-
reers of the diners?

It almost reminds me of the movie “Waiting.” The customer 
was rude to her waitress and made her take the food back, yet 

back in the kitchen, the cooks 
remade the food in a completely 
vulgar way that not even my dog 
who eats everything would at-
tempt to try. 

Watching that movie has given 
me a whole new perspective of 
the restaurant industry and how 

you should always attempt to respect your server. Then a cashier, 
come on, they stand there all day with no place to sit down. 

How can you not have a soft spot for them? 
They have to go through, what seems like hundreds, of cus-

tomers every day. Some talk to them, others awkwardly stand 
there and say nothing. 

Imagine it. 
You have been at school for eight hours, with no early dismiss-

al, then you have to be at work by 3:30 p.m. The only break you 
get from school to work is the car or bus ride home. Then you 
work until 9:30 p.m. 

By that time, I know I would just want to go hide in a dark 
corner, rocking back and forth sucking my thumb because I am so 
exhausted, and yet those workers go through it every day! 

I suppose the message I am trying to relay is that you should 
always try to be nice to those who service you. 

While it is their job that they get paid for it, they still work 
hard and should be give some respect; if they upset you so much, 
there’s always dinner at home. 
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They’ve read the book. After months 
of anticipation, “The Hunger 
Games” makes its way to movie 

theaters March 23.
“The Hunger Games” is anything but 

a boring cookie cutter book. “The Hunger 
Games” has been riveting readers with its 
science fiction and action packed drama 
from page one. 

The series includes three novels by 
Suzanne Collins. “The Hunger Games” 
begins in the nation on Panem where 12 
districts live under the control of The 
Capitol. Each year for the entertainment 
for the Capitol they force two tributes 
between the ages of twelve and eighteen in 
each district to be randomly picked for The 
Hunger Games. 

The Hunger Games is nothing but a 
bloody contest to the finish that is televised 

for the nation to watch. 
In the arena all the tributes are placed 

within with the arena with one objective: 
kill or be killed. The last standing tribute 
gets food and life as a victor in their 
district. 

Katniss Everdeen volunteers to 
substitute for her little sister when picked 
for the Hunger Games. Katniss only the 
age of sixteen knows very well that this is 
ultimately a death sentence, but living in 
district twelve, survival has always been a 
second nature to her. 

Katniss’ journey throughout the Hunger 
Games will take any reader on a whirlwind 
of emotions. Ever since the book hit shelves 
in book stores everywhere the novel has 
been a classic hit.

Since the date of the movie premier is 
approaching fast everyone has been in a 

frenzy to finish the book in time. The high 
school has been flooded with “The Hunger 
Games;” it seems to be an epidemic. A 
student cannot pass a single classroom 
without seeing “The Hunger Games” on a 
desk. 

Many students and teachers alike are 
awaiting its theatrical release. English 
teacher Mrs. Carol Ann Eastman said she 
found the book enjoyable.

“I related to it immediately,” she said. 
“The Hunger Games” is relatable for 

everyone and touches everyone who reads 
it in a different way. Eastman said she 
found the book so relatable; in fact, she 
and fellow English teacher Miss Walker 
proposed and brought “The Hunger Games” 
to the curriculum to Hoover this year. 
While students in Eastman and Walker’s 
classrooms have been very excited to read 

theHUNGER
MAY THE ODDS BE EVER IN YOUR FAVOR.“

“
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the book, it appeals to many students at 
Hoover.

Senior Eric Yoder said he was overjoyed 
in finding out that they were making “The 
Hunger Games” into a movie,

 “I am seeing it at 12:15 on opening 
night and I’m very excited for it,” Yoder 
said while talking about his plans for the 
premier. 

But it is not only the students throughout 
the high school who are braving the late 
hours of the night to be one of the first 
to glimpse Hollywood’s version of “The 
Hunger Games.” 

Eastman shares her excitement and 
plans to go the midnight premier alongside 
everyone else. 

“I already have five tickets for the 12:01 
movie,” she said. 

There is always a controversy from the 

book to the big screen. For example which 
actor is playing which role? 

Do they fit the character they are 
playing? 

Do they match the picture in your head 
to what they were supposed to look like? 

This is where other novels turned into 
movies receive criticism for not including 
every little detail from the book. 

“People love to complain and nitpick,” 
Eastman said.  “Everyone is going to go 
to the movie and then whine about the 
differences and changes, talking about how 
terrible it was. Then, in a year or two when 
tickets go on sale for “Catching Fire,” they 
will all be in line again.” 

It is true.
Readers fall in love with the book so 

much that they forget that it is a movie and 
produces have more limited time to develop 

the plot and deliver different themes across 
to the audience — some details that may 
have not been in the book.

 “I was excited because they’re such 
great books but I know the movie isn’t 
going to be as good,” Yoder said as a movie 
prediction. 

Even with this in mind, fans that are 
in love with the book will love the movie 
regardless if it is perfect in their eyes or 
not. 

Even with negative predictions, 
Eastman remains positive and excited for 
the premiere.

  “So this is what I do: I let go of 
everything that was in my imagination 
and I watch the movie as someone else’s 
imagination coming to life,” she said. “I 
want to enjoy it more; I don’t want to find 
reasons to hate what I already love.” n
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Concert review 

On March 4, I went to the Black Keys 
concert with two of my brothers in 
Columbus. The concert was held 

at the Ohio State basketball arena, the 
Shottenstein Center. Their opening act was 
The Arctic Monkeys, and really, how could 
it have gotten any better than that? On the 
day the tickets went on sale, I had my mom 
ready with two computers, so I could get 
the best tickets out there. We discovered 
a day before the concert we had bought 
an extra ticket, and after offering it to 
everyone on the “Twitter World,” the 
Black Keys were denied for homework 
and work. I hope every one of my fellow 
Tweeters gave themselves a smack to the 
face after seeing I was only five feet away 
from Patrick Carney and Dan Auerbach. 
Homework cannot match that. 

The concert started right on time, 
which after being at multiple concerts, 
I have discovered is a rarity. The Arctic 
Monkeys hit the stage at 7:30, and were 
probably one of the best opening acts I 
have seen. Their lead singer, Alex Turner, 
had a precious English accent and a hair-
do reminiscent of John Travolta in Grease. 
Throughout their performance he would 
whip out his comb and thread it through 
the gel. My favorite songs they played were 
“Fluorescent Adolescent” and “When the 
Sun Goes Down.” Those songs seemed to 

be most known by the audience, so it was 
fun to jump around and sing with them. 
After playing for about an hour, the band 
left the stage with applause and everyone 
got to see the wardrobe of their drummer, 
Matt Helders: pajama pants and a junky 
T-shirt. That is rock-and-roll to me. 

The stage crew took about thirty 
minutes after that to prepare for the big 
show, and when they came on, it was as 
though free iPads were being given out to 
the forty people closest to the stage. I was 
being shoved everywhere and have been 
closer to strangers than I ever wished I 
would be. 

The Black Keys started their set with 
one of my personal favorites, “Howlin’ For 
You,” and kept the show going with a great 
mixture of all their albums. They surprised 
me by playing the great instrumentals of 
“Thickfreakness” and another great oldie 
“Strange Times.” My favorite performance 
of their’s was probably “Ten Cent Pistol,” 
where they made the pause in the middle of 
the song even longer, leaving the audience 
wanting more. The crowd favorite, though, 
was definitely their most famous song from 
their new album, “Lonely Boy.” People were 
jumping and screaming the entire time. If 
we were not close enough already, we got 
even closer after that song.  Near the end 
of their performance, they had a light-up 

“Black Keys” sign lower down above them. 
When they left, the crowd erupted in 
“Black Keys” and “O-H, I-O” chants to try 
to bring them back onto stage. Amidst the 
cheering, a huge disco ball slowly lowered 
down onto stage. The Black Keys came 
back on the stage around 15 minutes later 
to an enthusiastic audience. The lights 
turned on the disco ball and dots of light 
were streaming around the Shottenstein 
as The Black Keys played “Everlasting 
Light.” They played two more songs in their 
encore, which completed their amazing 
performance. 

The Black Keys put on an outstanding 
performance, with more of a variety than 
I thought they would play. Their stage-set 
was very simple: bright lights that would 
sporadically turn on and off and a video 
camera jumbo-screening Patrick and Dan’s 
faces. I liked that it was a performance of 
music, not of show. The only complaint 
I would have is that they played most of 
their sounds exactly how they are on their 
CD’s; there was not much improvising until 
the encore. 

All-in-all it was an amazing concert with 
a great line-up. Being close enough to 
the stage to see the strange faces Patrick 
Carney makes while drumming is an 
experience I will never forget. Check out 
their tour dates to see them soon! n

Commentary and photos by Mara Nickel
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This is really just an experiment to branch 
out into different styles of music. “High on 
Life” is exhibit A. “High on Life” is a song 
about how Mescudi gets a proverbial high 
off his life experiences instead of other 
substances. “Teleport 2 Me” is the closest 
thing to a saving grace to this album. When 
it first dropped, “Teleport 2 Me” gave the 
feeling that this album might actually be 
worth a listen. The songs are guitar driven 
with mediocre vocals. Kid Cudi had a 
good voice for his own hodgepodge genre 
that we have grown to love. But now, his 
alternative rock self isn’t worth the listen. 
Do not get me wrong, Kid Cudi’s old self 
is still worth it, but this garbage is not. The 
subject of this album is  his adventures and 
feelings about his journey to sobriety. Some 
sort of change to his behavior or activities 
has augmented his music.

The Ting Tings, an English duo composed 
of Katie White and Jules de Martino, is back 
with their sophomore album, “Sounds from 
Nowheresville,” just four years after the 
release of their popular song, “That’s Not 
My Name.” While this album maintains the 
sassy-dance-pop sound of their previous 
album, it also introduces a handful of 
meaningful lyrics in refreshingly emotional 
tracks such as “One by One” and “In 
Your Life.” Unfortunately, the deep lyrics 
are marred by an awkward and, frankly, 
unenjoyable cacophony of unnecessary 
screaming, synth pop, 80s dance sounds, 
folk music and even steel drums. While 
a few tunes can occasionally be catchy 
enough to play repeatedly in your head, a 
majority of the tracks sound too similar and 
are not worth listening to more than once. 
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FEED METHE TING TINGS
Sounds from Nowheresville

-Kelsea Daniluk

KID CUDI
WZRD

-Chris “Crispy” Parker

-Jake Gratton

Escape From Electric Mountain EP
“Feed Me” brings the electronic 
entrancement with the his second EP to 
date. With a very electro house feel to 
borderline dubstep-like bass, Jon Gooch, 
or “Feed Me,” brings his own unique brand 
of electronic music to the table that is all 
his own. The EP features various artists 
like Hadouken and Lindsay which always 
adds nice diversity to the contemplations. 
“Trapdoor,” featuring artist Hadouken, is a 
must with a very hard hitting bass line that 
will help any dubstep enthusiast get their 
dose of grime. “Ember” is an interesting 
song with beautiful techno and the bass kicks 
add an element that is always entertaining. 
“Feed Me” will definitely satisfy any raver 
or dubstep fanatic’s hunger for electronic 
music.



Imagine life with no real trees, no real grass, fake snow and fake sandy beaches. A society where everything is plastic and the pollution 
in the air is so severe, fresh air is bottled and sold as a market product.
Based off of Dr. Seuss’ children’s books, “The Lorax”, the story follows 12 year- old boy, Ted (Zac Efron), as he goes on a hunt to find 
the last tree for the girl of his dreams Audrey (Taylor Swift), whose only want in life is a real tree in the plastic society they live in. While 
Ted attempts to begin his search, he has no clue where to begin. With the helpful hint 
from his Granny Norma (Betty White), Ted is lead on to go find the Once-ler (Ed Helms) 
to find any trees that might be left in the world. In order to do so, Ted must first escape 
the city without being caught and endure the story of the Once-ler in order to get a tree. 
While the movie plays through a series of flashbacks, the story tells of how the Once-ler 
came to the forest looking for a profit, but instead he met the Lorax and befriended him, 
along with all the other forest critters. Then, he explained how he destroyed the forest 
because his family valued profit more than the environment. 
It is a movie that can bring a smile to the face of any age group. With its fun, musical 
songs that actually hold a deeper meaning behind them when later examined, to the 
values it can be to have a friendship. Plus, the ending of the movie leaves the audience 
with a sense of hope that the world can change. While it does have its childish moments, 
“The Lorax” was a great movie! Although it could probably wait to be seen at the dollar 
theatre, or even rented when it is released on DVD, it is still a good movie that can be 
watched multiple times. 
 

The Lorax
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-Madeline Tauscher
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Morgan Hoover
Staff Writer

A striking milestone
Hoover bowler first to go to states

Hoover boys bowling team hit a strike 
this year with one of its players, 
sophomore Anthony Inzetta. 

Anthony has had the prestigious honor of 
continuing only his bowling season on to 
the next level, and was State Bound. 

Coached by Jon Boyajian, Anthony 
was the only one representing Hoover as 
he made his way to Wayne Webb Lanes in 
Columbus Ohio, on March 2nd, competing 
in the OHSAA State finals for Bowling. 
Placing 15th, losing to a tiebreaker, but 
receiving an All-Ohio Honorable Mention. 
Anthony has been bowling since he was 
about 6 years old, and was introduced into 
bowling by his father. 
Practicing about 3-4 times a week Anthony 
enjoys and is passionate about the sport he 
is involved in. 
“I had a blast bowling with Anthony,” 
teammate senior Craig Johnson said. “I 

hope he continues to progress as a bowler 
and to keep up the good work.” He said. 
“He’s always positive and never lets the 
team down.” Johnson said. Anthony enjoys 
the game he plays and likes all the little 
things bowling has to offer him. 
“I like the mental aspect of the game.” 
Inzetta said. “You have to decide where to 
play, which ball to use and figure out where 
to move when the lanes breakdown.” He 
said. “You also don’t have to be a certain 
size to be a bowler, it doesn’t matter how 
tall, strong, young or old you are.” Inzetta 
said. “It means anyone can be a good 
bowler, if they try hard enough.” 
Not only do his teammates see his 
determination, but also his family is 
standing behind Anthony and the success 
he has gained. His older sister and senior 
at Hoover support her brother. “A lot of his 
succeed had to do with his determination to 

constantly improve, and his passion for the 
sport itself.” Inzetta said. 
With the success that he has received, 
Hoover is in hope of him continuing 
with it for all the remaining years he has 
left at Hoover, and his bowling career. 
Being the first one to receive the honor 
of accomplishing the ability to reach the 
highest achievement that a hoover high 
school bowler has yet to achieve, and make 
it to states. “I Haven’t really overcame 
anything too difficult.” Anthony said. 
“Just to get too nervous in big situations 
and tournaments, I’m bowling because 
I enjoy the game.” He said. Even though 
Inzetta didn’t win, he still accomplished 
something a lot of bowlers previously tried 
to accomplish, and Hoover is happy to have 
him continue his success on the lane.
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After 13 years, 
208 starts, and 
one Super Bowl 

victory, Peyton has 
finally been released 
by the Indianapolis 
Colts. Talk about a 
crazy 13 years, huh? At 
first, it may appear to 

be a loss of some sort. Peyton is essentially 
being caged from the only professional 
team he has ever played football with: the 
team that he made famous and 
the team that made him famous 
as well. Even if not an end to 
his career, which it is certainly 
not, many would say this is an 
emotional end to a once sacred 
bond or a closing to a chapter in 
his life. Either or both of those 
may be the case, but I am here to stress 
optimism, folks. 

Distraught Indianapolis fans can derive 
whatever optimism they need from the 
prospect of Andrew Luck. Hey, at least 
it’s comforting to know that according 
to NFL analyst and researcher Vincent 
Valour, there’s a 50/50 chance any given 
quarterback in the first round will be a bust, 
right? Wait, that’s not comforting? Never 
mind then. Let’s get on with Peyton.

I personally don’t think Peyton has 
anything to feel bad about or look back 
to. Although 35 isn’t exactly young, Brett 
Favre pumped out great games until 
the ripe old age of 42, and I fully expect 
Manning to be able to do the same thing. 
Some are worried about the condition of 
his neck, but it sounds like his recuperation 
went well. 

Of course, he’s obviously capable of 
great football, but is he willing? Who 
knows? Only time will tell, but he need 
not spend his days in nostalgia land for the 
remainder of his life. 

Before I discuss Manning’s future as 
a quarterback, I want to discuss what, if 
anything, he is losing from being barred 
from Indy.

Without having to delve too deeply into 
the history books, Manning is basically 
being kicked from a team with one of the 
worst rushing defenses in the league. Even 

when they won Super Bowl XLI against the 
Bears in 2007, they were the first team to 
win a Super Bowl with the worst rushing 
defense in the league. He’s being kicked 
from a team that started 0-13 without 
him this season. And whether he wants to 
admit it to himself or not, he is being kicked 
from a team that is moving on. Indianapolis 
knows that all good things must die, 
and like a respectable and intelligent 
organization, they are going elsewhere. 
It’s just how life works. It may be a little 

sad and unfortunate, but Manning has to 
accept it.

So, what does the future hold in store 
for Peyton? As far as what team he’ll end 
up with, I’ve heard Miami and Arizona as 
popular picks. 

I’ve even heard oddball predictions 
such as San Francisco and Cleveland. I’m 
unsure if any moderately successful team 
(which I define 
as making wild 
card or better) is 
in dire need of a 
quarterback, so 
I would expect 
Manning to 
end up with a 
s e m i - c r a p p y 
to middle of 
the road team 
in terms of 
quality. This 
kind of sounds 
like a Dolphins 
or Cardinals-
esque team, 
right? Who 
w o u l d n ’ t 
love to watch 
Manning hook 
up with Larry 
F i t z g e r a l d ? 
When Arizona 

got a veteran quarterback with Kurt 
Warner, it took them all the way to Super 
Bowl. Who knows what a guy like Peyton 
Manning could do? All of this can only 
mean one thing: the future is bright for 
Manning regardless of where he ends up.

I guess the only questions left to 
answer are ones of my own opinion and 
preference, such as: where do I want to see 
Peyton Manning? There  is one team I’d like 
Peyton to end up with. Personally speaking, 
Denver could really use a quarterback. I 

know what you’re thinking: “Xavier, 
Denver has Tim Tebow! Who needs 
Peyton when you’ve got Tebow?” 
That’s fine, except for one tiny 
problem… Tim Tebow is terrible 
and so is everything associated 
with him. 

I congratulate him on throwing a 
perfect ball to Demaryius Thomas to beat 
Pittsburgh in overtime, but that’s about 
as far as I’ll extend my hand to Tebow. If I 
were managing the Broncos, I would take 
Manning over Tebow 316 times (thumbs up 
if you got the reference). Besides, imagine 
the advantage of having a top tier rushing 
offense with a near perfect quarterback. 
The Broncos would be unstoppable, right?

Who wouldn’t love to watch

Manning
hook up with Larry Fitzgerald?

Whoa, hit the brakes!
Xavier Carr
Too good for Indy
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In a time filled with stars and heroes, two men 
stand out amongst the crowd as the NBA’s best; 
but they have never met on the biggest stage. 
As each grows older, the NBA’s fans must con-

tinue to wait for a Finals that headlines...

A
LL

 P
H

O
TO

S 
CO

U
RT

ES
Y 

O
F 

M
CT



prove his doubters wrong. He took his team 
to another two championships and sur-
passed Shaquille O’Neal’s four. After see-
ing that, the debate just became that much 
more entertaining.

In contrast, I was talking with my good 
friend, Sam Blike, about the finality of a 
showdown between Kobe and LeBron. He 
lamented that he wasn’t ready to see LeB-
ron win a title.

“I think [a Finals series between the two] 
would be an exciting idea,” he said. “But I 
feel that the only team that has a chance of 
beating the Heat is probably [the Oklahoma 
City Thunder], and I still don’t want LeB-
ron to win a championship so soon after 
going to the Heat.”

Additionally, 
Blike brought 
up the point that 
LeBron has two 
superstars to 
share the scor-
ing load with. 
Moreover, Ko-
be’s team lost 
a lot of depth 
when they lost 
Odom to the 
Mavericks.

J.A. Adande 
hit the nail on 
the head with 
his piece on 
the same sub-
ject. Both need 
a ring. LeBron 
wants to put an 
end to the de-
fining argument 
against. He 
wants to silence 
the critics who 
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I still clearly remember the days when 
LeBron ran with the Cavaliers; we were 
moments away from the show everyone 

had been waiting to see: Kobe and LeBron 
going head to head in the NBA Finals.

However, de-
spite LeBron’s 
g a m e - w i n n i n g 
three in the closing 
moments of game 
two, the Orlando 
Magic ultimately 
became the ones 
who would move 
on and tackle the 
Los Angeles Lakers. The Celtics, a year 
later, would once again destroy my hopes, 
and then came the decision.

So why re-open these year old wounds? 
Well, while on ESPN.com, I noticed J.A. 
Adande had written a column hoping for 
The NBA’s best to meet up in the Finals. 
And as I read, I couldn’t help but agree 
with him.

Let’s face it, one of the most compelling 
NBA debates of the last few years has been 
the comparison of Kobe and LeBron.

According to J.A. Adande in an ESPN.
com article from Jan. 19, this may be our 
last chance to see the two titans of the game 
in the Finals.

“There might be other star pairings that 
would be fresher or even more competitive, 
but none feels so … necessary,” Adande 
said in his article. “We need closure on the 
league’s best ‘Who’s better?’ debate over 
the past five years. An ultimate test of Le-
Bron’s all-around game versus Kobe the 
Closer.”

Honestly, I couldn’t agree with him 
more. The time is waning, and there is no 
match up I would rather see in the Finals 
this year (sorry Kevin Durant, I’ll still be 
pulling for you next year!).

The only thing that will settle this de-
bate is a showdown on the biggest stage. 
A few years ago, I would have said LeB-
ron was the best player hands down. I may 
have been a bit biased at the time, but Le-
Bron’s all-around game was the obvious 
choice compared to Kobe’s seemingly self-
ish ways.

However, as always, Kobe continues to 

merely say, “he hasn’t won anything yet.”
However, Kobe would love to put more 

distance in between the two and solidify his 
spot among the NBA’s best.

Blike ultimately believed LeBron would 
have the better career, much to his 
dismay. But if Kobe can beat Le-
Bron, that may no longer be the 
case.

“LeBron needs a championship 
to create silence,” Adande said. 
“Kobe needs another one to turn 
up the volume. Getting his sixth 
championship forces more chatter 
about Kobe versus Jordan.”

All in all, nothing would please me (and 
many fans) more than to see two of the best 
square off on the biggest stage. The Finals 
would be the ultimate stage to settle this 
once and for all.

“I think the it would settle [the debate],” 
Blike said. “With Kobe’s career getting to 
be close to over, it would be one of the last 
times they face each other, and in a Finals 
series, it would be even more ‘final,’ if you 
will.” n

Commentary by Clint Yoos

“LeBron needs a championship to create silence. 
Kobe needs another one to turn up the volume. 
Getting his sixth championship forces more 

chatter about Kobe versus Jordan.”
- J.A. Adande
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Keeping in shape
Hoover athletes work during offseason

Whether it is on the field or on 
the court, many high school 
students at Hoover participate 

in some kind of sport. When season is 
officially over, what do students do? Most 
train for the upcoming season. However, 
the type of training and the amount 
is mainly all up to the sport, or how 
determined the student athlete may 
be. Either way, many are found 
lifting weights, running or at the 
gym.

According to Christopher D. 
Jensen on Powerbar.com, the off-
season of the athletes sport, is 
a good time to not only take some time 
off, but it’s a good time to start becoming 
leaner, or whatever your sport entails for 
next season.

“The off-season is a much better time 
to trim body weight, because your athletes 
aren’t under the gun,” Jensen said. 

Sophomore athlete, Dianne Potvin runs 
track. During the season she will be found 
on the pavement. However, during the off-
season, she is training to become faster. 

“I go to speed classes three times a week 
and lift whenever I can,” she said. “I also 
try to work on my endurance by running 

after lifting.”
Like Potvin, the girls basketball team 

trains as well. Assistant girls’ basketball 
coach, Annie Montgomery said the team 
trains as much as possible.

“The basketball team lifts, conditions, 
plays in shootouts and team camps and has 

open gyms,” she said.
Competition of the other runners is what 

keeps Potvin motivated and training more 
often than not. She said training helps her 
keep in shape, so she doesn’t fall behind.

“[Training] helps me because I know 
that all of the competition is also training 
in the off-season, and I know that if I 
didn’t, I would not be as strong of a runner 
and would be a couple steps behind the 
competition,” she said. “It also helps me 
stay strong and in shape and helps to not 
lose what I worked hard for. This way, 

when I go back into season, I’m already 
ready to race and I just become stronger 
than the previous year.”

Montgomery agrees that training during 
off-season helps immensely.

“I think proper training is vital to having 
a successful season,” she said. “In order to 

get the most out of every girl, 
we need them to put in the time 
with ball handling, shooting 
and strength conditioning to 
improve and grow as a player.”

Some teams train together 
for the next season, however 
others do not. For Potvin, she 
trains on her own because it 

benefits her. 
“I train by myself because that way I can 

work on what I need the most and so I can 
do workouts that benefit me the most.”

Montgomery said the girls’ basketball 
team trains mainly together.

“A lot of the girls play AAU basketball,” 
she said. “They are separated onto different 
teams and play in various tournaments. 
Hoover training is not mandatory, but 
strongly recommended. Many of our 
basketball athletes run track and play 
softball. If they are participating in 

another sport, they are excused 
from basketball during the spring 
months.”

Another girls’ basketball coach, 
Mr. Tim Vick, said it helps the girls 
bond.

“We do it together; it’s a form of 
bonding,” he said.

Athletes shouldn’t go right into 
training right after season ends. 
Instead, they should take some time 
to rest their body after the brutal 
season.

According to Powerbar.com, 
“Taking a few weeks to let the body 
and mind rest and rejuvenate should 
be the first priority.”

Montgomery agrees with 
Powerbar.com that athletes need a 
break for awhile.

“The training starts exactly in mid 
— April,” she said. “It is mandatory 
that we have one month off with no 
basketball of any sort.” n

Adrienne Devore
Staff Writer

n Sophomore Dianne Povin begins training with the school for the upcoming track season. Hoping their offseason work pays off, 
both teams look to have a good run in the Federal League this year.

“I think proper training is vital 
to having a successful season.” 

-Annie Montgomery
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While most Hoover students prefer to hang out with friends and enjoy the spring, 
senior Haely Enot prefers attending two hour lacrosse practices and putting all her 
effort into her favorite sport.

Enot is excited for her last season to begin.
“Since this is my last year, I’m really looking forward to my last few games,” she said.
However, if Enot knew she would be saying those words four years ago, she would have 

been beyond surprised. At first, she had almost no interest in playing lacrosse at all.
“My friend forced me into playing with her and I’m glad she did because I love it,” Enot 

said. 
Former teammate, senior Emily Bergert believes that Enot is a great team player who 

always gives support to the team.
“She thinks the best of the team and always tries to help other teammates rather than 

putting them down,” she said.
As this is Enot’s last year playing lacrosse, she and Bergert are excited to get the season 

going.
“Haely knows how to make you laugh when you’re down and truly believes in what 

everyone can accomplish,” Bergert said.

Lacrosse can be described as legally beating people with sticks. Sophomore Brent 
Cornell has participated in these beatings for the last five years. 

Cornell is a defenseman and said he enjoys the intensity of lacrosse.
“The game requires quick thinking and dedication to get better,” Cornell said.
Cornell’s family supports his athletic endeavors.
Cornell’s father attends all his games to support his son.
Cornell’s sister, senior Nicole Cornell, also sees Cornell’s hard work.
“I always see him practicing his throwing skills,” Nicole Cornell said. “He is always 

calling up one of his friends to go throw or he is practicing by himself.”
Teammate senior Tyler Bodenschatz agrees with Cornell’s dedication to the sport and said 

he enjoys playing with him.
“Brent Cornell is often eager to learn and takes advice with the sole intention of improving 

his abilities and becoming a better athlete,” Bodenschatz said.
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Junior Caly Russo winds up to pitch.  The softball team has been practicing hard and is 
looking to a great season. n Junior Joey Delameter, senior Stephen Burrier, and junior 
Kevin Hernandez lead the pack during track practice. Their first meet is March 27th at 
Perry. n Junior Kati Reolfi avoids defenders on the lacrosse field. The Lady Vikes look 
forward to a promising season. 
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