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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspaper 

produced 10 times a year to approximately 1,900 
students and staff, as well as members of the com-
munity. As student editors make content decisions 
independently of the school’s staff and administra-
tion, the paper is considered a forum for student 
opinion. It is therefore exempt from prior review or 
restraint in both principle and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encour-
aged. Letters must be signed, but, upon request, 
they may be published anonymously at the discre-
tion of the staff. The Viking Views reserves the right 
to edit letters for space and content in order to main-
tain the paper’s high standards against obscenity, 
libelous material, and personal attacks. Letters that 
exhibit a blatant disregard for such standards will not 
be considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a major-
ity of the editorial board. No one individual may be 
held responsible for the opinions expressed therein. 
Signed editorials and columns reflect the opinion 
of the writer and not The Viking Views, adviser or 
school. The Viking Views takes all measures possible 
to make a clear distinction between fact and opinion 
in all news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views will print 
retractions as they are brought to the attention of the 
staff.                       
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dear readers,
In today’s culture, we seem to 

have some bizarre fascination with 
the lives of the rich and famous. 
We allow celebrities to influence 
the products we use, the clothes 
we wear and even sometimes what 
we think. 

We glorify them. We consider 
them icons. We shamelessly use 
magazines and the Internet to 
scrutinize their every move. Maybe 
it’s just human nature to be ob-
sessed with celebrities these days. 
But we must remember they are 
not always the best public figures 
to look up to. 

Hopefully no one out there has 
any aspirations to become the next 
Paris Hilton. If you choose to look 
up to a celebrity, we hope you least 
make it someone who has accom-
plished something, whether it is 
being the brains behind a beloved 
series of books, or an influential 
political figure.

People sometimes forget that 
famous people are not the only 
people worthy of the label ‘hero’ or 
‘icon.’ Anybody you can look up to 
and model your behavior after can 
be an icon. It can be a family mem-
ber, your parents for raising you, 
or maybe an aunt who has battled 
cancer. Maybe it is a teacher who 
has given you the confidence to 
pursue your interest in your favorite 
hobby or activity. Or maybe you 
grew up awed by the heroic work of 
a police officer or firefighter. 

Not everybody can be rich and 
famous. But it does not take wealth 
or fame to be somebody’s hero. 
And sure, celebrities may have the 
coolest hairstyles or the trendiest 
styles of dress and it is okay to look 
to them for that kind of guidance. 
But for your morals and values, 
you might want to look to someone 
closer to home.

On The Cover
The Viking Views poses the question: who are the 
most iconic celebrities of our generation?
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY CAROLINE HILL AND KYLE MARCUS 
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It’s time to reflect on the events that made up the puzzle that was 2010. 
From oil spills to Health Care bills, the United States alone has had some 
rocky weather, not to mention the natural disasters and tragedies around the 
world. The year 2010 capped off a decade of turmoil but was also a decade 
of survival and progress. The following are the top ten events of the year.

n Compiled by Chelsea Roden
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Piecing together a year
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ANDREW KRIGLINE
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Haiti Earthquake 
The year was kicked off by a tragic 

earthquake in Haiti. The earthquake 
occurred Jan. 12, 2010 with a moment 
magnitude of seven. The Haitian 
government reported over 220,000 people 
died in the disaster and nearly one million 
people were left homeless. Relief teams 
from both local and federal levels in the 
United States responded to the catastrophe 
by fundraising and providing aid to the 
survivors. Also, over 80 celebrity artists 
recorded and filmed a music video “We 
Are the World 25” to benefit the earthquake 
relief efforts. Despite it being nearly a 
year later, there has been little progress in 
clearing debris, establishing a government 
and providing aid to survivors.

Health Care Bill
President Obama signed the Health Care 

Reform Bill into law. March 25 the bill 
passed in Congress despite controversial 
criticism and a split public opinion. Effects 
of the bill include doctors not being allowed 
to ban a patient for preexisting conditions, 
young adults being able to stay on their 
parent’s health care plan until age 27 and 
not allowing the insurance program to cut 
someone if he or she falls ill. Other effects 
such as nutrition content disclosure are 
expected to pop up soon on both drive-thru 
and eat-in menus across the country.

BP Oil Spill 
The Deepwater Horizon, an off-shore 

drilling rig, was a long established unit. 
April 20, 2010—nine days after a monthly 
government inspection—BP officials 
gathered to celebrate seven years without 
an injury on the rig. Less than three hours 
later, caustic gas caused the rig to explode, 
killing 11 workers and injuring 17. The 
explosion resulted in the largest marine oil 
spill in history. Many attempts to fix the leak 
failed until the well was pronounced dead 
Sept. 17. Regardless, despite nationwide 
fears, the gulf is recovering from the spill 
and is habitable for marine life. nv

Attempted NYC Bombing
The evening of May 1 brought a surprise 

for Times Square in New York City. A dark 
blue SUV parked near street vendors was 
reported to be smoking. The entire square 
and nearby buildings were evacuated of 
foot traffic to make room for the FDNY and 
a bomb disposal team. The car bomb was 
ignited, but did not explode. The suspect, 
Faisal Shahzad, was accused and plead 
guilty of attempting an act of terrorism.

Tyler Clementi’s Death 
October was heralded by the death 

of 18-year-old Tyler Clementi. After 
being secretly taped by his roommate 
during a homosexual encounter, Clementi 
committed suicide by jumping off the 
George Washington Bridge in Ridgewood, 
New Jersey. His roommate, Dharun Ravi, 
was charged with invasion of privacy. His 
death was followed by a heightened media 
focus on gay suicides, and at least four other 
teens in other parts of the country took their 
lives in response to being harassed for their 
sexuality. The LGBT community held a 
“Spirit Day” October 20, 2010 to support 
the bullying victims of LGBT youth. 
Participants included both celebrities and 
over 1.6 million Facebook users.

Chilean Miners   
The San-Jos     é mine in Chile caved-in  Aug. 

5, 2010, but there was little news coverage 
of the tragedy until later. The accident 
left 33 miners 2,300 feet underground to 
survive for over two months. A $20 million 
dollar retrieval capsule was built; funded 
by private donations, the mining company 
and the Chilean government. October 13, 
all 33 miners were returned to safety above 
ground. Although some suffered from 
dental and miscellaneous health problems, 
all miners have fully recovered. Later 
that month, the rescued miners received 
national medals and then competed in a 
friendly soccer match against their rescuers 
and Chilean President Pinera. The miners– 
called “Team Hope”–lost 3-2.

End of Combat in Iraq
The end of August marked the end 

of combat in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
President Obama announced the news Aug. 
10 which fulfilled the promise Obama made 
in the presidential race. During the Iraq war, 
more that 4,400 U.S. troops were killed and 
many more were wounded. Though many 
troops have returned home, Iraq will not be 
empty of the American military presence 
until the end of 2011. The Iraq war was 
one of the longest wars in United States 
history.

LeBron James
The “king” of the Cleveland Cavaliers, 

LeBron James signed as a free agent with 
Miami Heat for the 2010-11 season. A 
live ESPN special, “The Decision,” aired 
July 8 and featured James’ announcement. 
Cleveland fans took his departure harshly 
and it was reported some burned LeBron 
jerseys in protest. 

Midterm Elections
The 2010 midterm elections were held 

Nov. 2. Thirty-seven Senate seats and all 435 
seats in the House of Representatives were 
up for election. The Republican Party won 
680 more seats on the state level, breaking 
the record set by the Democratic Party in 
1974. Overall, many seats were switched 
to Republican control. Issues that swayed 
independent voters included healthcare 
and immigration reform. According to the 
New York Times, the Tea Party movement 
rallied support for approximately 138 
congressional candidates, all of whom ran 
as Republicans. 

Snowy Weather
Hoover received two snow days in 

December 2010, but snow had a recurring 
theme throughout the year. In February 
2010, a blizzard hit the Atlantic coast. The 
so-called “snowmageddon” broke snowfall 
records in Delaware, Maryland and Virginia. 
The snow in Washington D.C. amounted to 
nearly 40 inches and caused cancellations 
of events such as “The Global Implications 
of Climate Migration” conference 
originally scheduled for February 10 that 
week. Snowstorms hit again at the end of 
December, closing schools and grounding 
airplanes across the East Coast.
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Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell repealed
Xavier Carr
Staff Writer

The Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy was 
repealed 65-31 Dec. 18 in the senate, 
according to The Huffington Post. A 

survey sent to troops concerning the repeal 
of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell reported that 70 
percent of troops said they would “work 
together to get the job done” if there was a 
gay service member in their unit.

Although gay rights are a divisive issue, 
the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell appears 
to have some consensus. According to an 
article by The Washington Post Dec. 25, 
77 percent of Americans say “gays and 
lesbians who publicly disclose their sexual 
orientation should be able to serve in the 
military.”

Despite seemingly overwhelming public 
backing, individual opinions on the repeal 
remain diverse.

Mrs. Smith, AP psychology teacher, said 
she was glad to see the policy’s repeal.

“Anytime we have policies based 
on discrimination it encourages people 
to discriminate,” Smith said. “Perhaps 
[the repeal] will encourage people to not 
discriminate.”

She also said she hopes this will change 
people’s views of homosexuals.

“Hopefully it will make people see them 
as normal people and not based on their 
sexual orientation,” she said.

In contrast, junior Jonathan Nutt said 
he was not in complete support of the 
decision.

“I think many people, military and civil 
personnel, do not agree with this decision 
and would like it to be put back in place,” 

Nutt said.
He said the policy was not unfair because 

if it were up to him, “homosexuals would 
not be allowed in the military at all.”

“[Homosexuals] being attracted to other 
men could put their mission at risk and 
things like that,” he 
said

S o p h o m o r e 
Mitchell Lute 
offers a different 
p e r s p e c t i v e 
entirely.

“I don’t have a 
problem with others 
beliefs; everyone’s entitled to their own 
opinion,” Lute said. “If that’s your opinion, 
I’m not going to impose any beliefs on 
you.”

Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell existed for 
17 years before its repeal in December 
and, according to Smith, the policy was 
necessitated by the demands of the people.

“Historically, they have enacted policies 
based on personal demands,” she said. 
“When the military needs more people, 
like in World War II, they have relaxed the 
policy.”

Although Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell did not 
exist as a policy until 1993, there have been 
similar instances of it throughout United 
States military history. A TIME article 
published Feb. 2 2010 states, “Though 
the U.S. military explicitly prohibited 
homosexuality in the Articles of War of 
1916, a ban wasn’t enforced until World 
War II.”

Smith said she disagrees with it being 
enacted as a policy in the first place.

“I don’t 
think it needed 
to be there 
because it was 
discrimination 
s a n c t i o n e d 
by the 
government, 
just like it was 
discrimination 
s a n c t i o n e d 
by the 
governmen t 
with African 
A m e r i c a n s 
in the 1800s 
during the 

Civil War,” she said.
Senior Andy Shreve said he thinks 

the repeal is a “big win for the gay rights 
movement.”

“They can be open [now] and not worry 
about being discharged,” Shreve said.

Even though he said he thinks it is a big 
deal, he said “they are still fighting.”

“Now they can serve openly,” he said. 
“But the only problem I can see with this is 
them getting discriminated against.”

Although Lute approved of the repeal, 
he said he feels sexual orientation should 
remain as personal information for the sake 
of avoiding discrimination.

“You don’t need to ask someone and 
make it public; if it’s their own private 
business, no one else needs to know about 
it,” he said.

Shreve agreed and said the topic matter 
should not even be coming up.

“Personally, I wouldn’t see a moment 
where they’d want to tell anyone, but it 
could slip out,” he said. “Nothing is safe 
in today’s world; a lot of things aren’t as 
private.”

Due to the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell, it is worth wondering if the change 
will carry over and breathe life into other 
areas of the gay rights movement, such as 
gay marriage.

“Marriage is such a religiously, 
spiritually, emotionally charged topic that 
it’s not going to happen right away,” Smith 
said “People are stuck in their own beliefs 
and very slow to change.”

Nutt said the repeal is not going to 
change anyone’s mind.

“I don’t think it will lead to large rights 
movements,” he said. “There are certain 
states for it and certain states against it and 
I don’t think [the repeal] has anything to 
do with it.”

“Anytime we have policies based on 
discrimination it encourages people to 
discriminate.”

-Mrs. Angela Smith

n President Barack Obama signs the re-
peal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell into law Dec. 
22, 2010. The 17-year-old bill prevented 
gay, lesbian and bisexual citizens from 
serving openly in the military.PH
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Gallina honored by county
Tori Christ
Staff Writer

Not only does Mr. Mike Gallina 
make a difference in the school 
district, he also makes a significant 

impact on the community.
Gallina was chosen to be one of About 

magazine’s class of 2010 “Movers and 
Shakers,” a feature that highlights 10 
noteworthy members of Stark County.

According to Darla Brown, editor of the 
magazine, About is a publication  produced 
by The Repository that centers around 
happenings in the county.

“It’s just a magazine that is intended 
to spotlight the best things about Stark 
county,” she said.

Gallina said the magazine focuses on 

the best of activities, businesses and people 
in the county.

“It captures life, activities and the 
vibrancy of Stark county,” he said. “It’s a 
little something different each time.”

Brown said this is the second year 
the magazine has run the “Movers and 
Shakers” feature. According to Brown, 
the advisory board on the magazine staff 
suggested names. Gallina had been on 
the advisory board before, so many of the 

board members already 
knew him.

“Mike Gallina’s name 
was brought up several 
times,” Brown said. “He’s 
probably gotten the most 
nominations both from the 
board and the community.”

Gallina said he was 
unaware that he was being 
considered for the award. 
He didn’t learn of it until 
after he had already been 
selected.

“I was pleasantly 
surprised and very humbled 
by it,” he said. “I just enjoy 
what I do with our students, our staff and 

our families.”
The ten people selected 

as “Movers and Shakers” 
included a pastor, a 
community volunteer and a 
businessman, among others.

“There was a variety of 
careers represented,” Gallina said.

The article about Gallina included 
information about his education, career 
and community involvement. It also listed 
that Gallina’s greatest achievement was 
when he was chosen to be the 2009 Ohio 
Superintendent of the Year.

Senior Emily Kessler said Gallina is an 
excellent superintendent.

“[He is a] very fun, upbeat person,” she 
said. “I always see him at the school with a 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DARLA BROW
N

Pajamas on backwards, check; flushed 
ice cubes, check; snow day, check. 
In elementary school it was thought 

that actually completing all these tasks 
would guarantee a snow day, and back 
then the odds of a snow day were higher 
because the schools had more calamity 
days allotted.

In 2010 the number of designated 
calamity days for Ohio schools during the 
2010-11 school year was set at three, which 
is less than the usual five.

smile on his face.”
Brown said this is one of the reasons he 

was chosen for the issue.
“We know from working with him 

that he just has this tireless energy and 
enthusiasm,” Brown said.

Kessler also said Gallina takes an active 
role in students’ educational experience.

“I would consider him very involved,” 
she said. “He’s always at the school, he’s 
always at sporting events and I see him 
around the community a lot too.”

Gallina said he did not want the 
recognition of being chosen to fall solely 
on himself. Rather, he said he wanted all 
the members of the district to receive the 
credit also.

“I wanted to focus on our community,” 
he said. “It was one more chance to, in a 
sense, brag on our community.”nv

However, calamity days are not limited 
to just snow days; according to the Ohio 
Department of Education, there are other 
reasons to call off school including a 
disease epidemic, inoperable equipment, 
damage to the school building and utility 
failure.

Principal Mr. Tony Pallija said he 
believes it should be up to the schools to 
set their number of snow days.

“I think it should be up to the local 
school districts to decide,” he said.

According to The Repository, since 
taking office Jan. 10,  governor John 

Kasich has plans to return Ohio’s calamity 
days back to five. Kasich noted Ohio gets 
bad weather.

Pallija said he agreed everyone should 
stay home due to unsafe weather.

“I don’t think people should have to go 
to work or school if roads are unsafe,” he 
said.

Pallija also said with the decreased 
number of snow days, the district would 
see the two hour delay used more.

“That’s why they put [the two hour 
delay] in; we don’t want to be here in June 
if we can get hours in,” he said.

Jenn Shaw
Staff Writer

NCCS Superintendant ranked in top 10

“I just enjoy what I do with our stu-
dents, our staff and our families.”

– Mr. Mike Gallina

nv

State decreases number of  calamity days
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 Coupon not valid with any other offer.  Coupon not for sale.  One 
coupon per person per visit.  Closed  Sundays.  

 Chick-fil-A®, Eat Mor Chikin®, the Chick-fil-A® cow and Waffle 
Potato Fries® are trademarks of CFA Properties, Inc.

 Valid at: Dressler Road Location Only
 Please use by: May 30,2011

Free Chick-fil-A® Chicken 
Sandwich

with the purchase of medium Waffle Potato Fries®
and medium drink.

Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
of Stark County, Ohio, Inc.

Joe L. Carpenter, DMD
Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

6653 Frank Ave. NW 
North Canton, Ohio 44720

       330. 498.9920 
Fax 330.498.9921



1.21.2011  | the viking views

n Senior Allison Merten signed with 
Notre Dame College Dec. 16 (above). 
Merten’s family was in attendance in ad-
dition to Mr. Mike Gallina and lacrosse 
coach Ms. Joan Tomec. 

n Winter formal will be held Feb. 12 at 7 
p.m. in the gym. 

n The cheerleading squad will be com-
peting in the Federal League cheer com-
petition Jan. 23 at Lake High School.
 
n The orchestra had its winter concert 
Jan. 19. The symphonic and concert 
bands will perform Jan. 26. Freshmen 
band and Jazz 1 and 2 will hold their an-
nual concert Jan. 27.

n The Palace Theater will be showing the 
ballet “Cinderella” from March 11-13. 
Tickets range from $18-22 for adults.

n The North Canton Playhouse is holding 
a show, “Funny Girl,” from Jan. 13-30. 
Tickets are $10 and the showings are 
Thurs., Fri. and Sat. at 7:30 p.m. and Sun. 
at 2:30 pm.

n The social studies department is hold-
ing another food drive. The food will be 
donated to a church in Canton.

n HVTV news recently created a show, 
“Mike’s Minutes,” in which Mr. Michael 
Gallina will give an update of the news in 
North Canton in a two minute segment.
 
n The 2011-12 course description books 
are now available online. Freshmen must 
complete scheduling by Feb. 8; sopho-
mores must complete scheduling by Feb. 
15; juniors must complete scheduling by 
Feb. 22.

n Students and staff donated blood Jan. 
11. Med-Tech held the blood drive along 
with Aultman hospital.

n Hoover recently applied and was nomi-
nated by the Ohio Department of Educa-
tion for the National Blue Ribbon Award. 
There are 14 schools that were nominat-
ed all throughout Ohio.

COMPILED BY MARSHA DUFF

 new
s

 |

09

 new
s

 |in briefAbbot’s Blinds & Window
   Fashions
B-Sox Blitz 2012
The Barbush Family
Belmont Business Systems
   - John and Patty Crofford 
Consumers National Bank
   - Larry Marcus
Craig and Andrea Haueter
Darrell N. Markijohn, Esq., LLC
David J. Farinacci, D.D.S.
Drs. Belles & Rath, Family
   Optometrist
Drs. Bernard & Eimer Inc.
Drs. Brandau & Unger 
   - General & Family Dentistry 
Dr. Gary L. Giammarco 
Finneys Inc.
Homer R. Richards Co., LPA
I Sq. R Power Cable
The Judy Family
Key Investment Services, LLC
   - Peggy Yoos
Kumon Math and Reading
Larry J. Brandau DDS LLC
Mike & Sherry Huth
North Canton Vision Center
   - Mark L. Mason, O.D.
   - Randall H. Blevins, O.D. 
Robert K. Osborne, D.D.S.
Saltis Insurance Company

Subscribers

thank you 
for your support

Patron
M

ARSHA DUFF

nThere will be a National Honor Society 
puppy chow sale Jan. 26 during lunches.
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Driving in

Catherine Morris
Staff Writer

Sliding, slipping and skidding, oh 
my!

Winter has arrived in North Can-
ton, and with it comes the perils of driving 
in snowy weather.

Senior Brittany Kasturiarachi said the 
thought of skidding scares her.

“My car isn’t very heavy, so I have to 
worry about skidding,” she said. “If I’m 
not careful all the time, it’ll happen all the 
time.”

Junior Evan Arnold said he agreed skid-
ding is dangerous. 

“You have to be careful how fast you’re 
going when you turn or else you’ll slide,” 
he said.

However, Arnold has had the experience 
of sliding on a road. 

“I like to turn quickly into my drive-
way,” he said. 
“One time it 
was more icy 
than I expect-
ed and I slid 
into my front 
yard.”

Police Of-
ficer Mr. James 
Harnack said 
observing speed limits can be helpful in 
the prevention of skidding and sliding on  
roads.

“Speed limits are for ideal conditions,” 
he said. “You have to drive according to the 
condition of the roadway.”

Kasturiarachi said she agreed obeying 
speed limits is a good idea.

“Slower is better, even though people 
might think you’re stupid,” she said. “Even 
if you’re going three miles per hour, you’re 
still going to get there in one piece. I stick 

to the speed limit a lot better [in the win-
ter].”

Arnold said he thinks speed is one of the 
aspects that separates driving in the winter 
from driving in other seasons.

“You have to be careful how fast you’re 
going when you turn or else you’ll slide,” 
he said. “In summer, you can go a lot faster 
without losing control.”

However, he said he believes there is an-
other problem facing drivers on the road.

“Some people aren’t paying attention,” 
Arnold said. “They don’t realize what’s go-
ing on. If they pay attention, they wouldn’t 
make those stupid mistakes.”

Kasturiarachi disagreed.
“You’re [paying more attention] in the 

winter than you are in the summer,” she 
said.

Harnack said some drivers’ habits cause 
problems with seeing while driving.

“They don’t have [their] windshield 
defrosted,” he 
said. 

However, 
Kasturiarachi 
said she does 
not believe 
drivers do 
anything to 
help or hurt 

their situation.
“I think drivers are too freaked out to do 

anything,” she said. 
Kasturiarachi said she thinks the prob-

lem lies in the roads of the residential ar-
eas.

“There’s snow all the time,” she said. 
“Not everything gets cleared at the same 
time.”

Other areas that do not always get 
cleared in the snow are the junior and se-
nior parking lots. This creates problems 

Students practice safety

“One time it was more icy 
than I expected and I slid 
into my front yard.”

- Evan Arnold
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they should, there can be consequences. 
“They [are] unable to stop and [may be] 

in a crash as a result,” he said. 
However, he said wearing a seat belt can 

help in the event of an accident. 
“One of the most important things you 

want to do is wear your seat belt,” Harnack 
said. “It’s common sense and the law.”

If a car starts to skid, the Digest of Ohio 
Motor Vehicle Laws instructed drivers to 
take the foot off the accelerator and turn the 
wheel in the direction of the skid. It also 

stated to 
n e v e r 
a p p l y 
b r a k e s 
w h i l e 
s k i d -
ding. 

How-
ever, ac-

cording to The Weather Channel, the “best 
advice for driving in bad winter weather” is 
to avoid driving at all, if possible.

If normal roads cannot be avoided, driv-
ers should still try to stay away from bridges 
or shaded spots on the highway. According 
to the Digest of Ohio Motor Vehicle Laws, 
those areas hold frost and ice even when 
other parts of the roads are dry. 

Of course, it is difficult to go anywhere 
without gas. AAA recommended keeping 
gas tanks half full during winter months to 
avoid gas line freeze-up. 

The Digest of Ohio Motor Vehicle Laws 
also said to keep larger distances between 
cars while driving, because it takes longer 
to stop. According to AAA, the following 
distance to eight to ten seconds instead of 
the usual three to four. 

“Slow down and look a little farther 
down the roadway and be prepared,” Har-
nack said.

features |
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Driving in

when students try to find their assigned 
parking spaces in the morning.

“I always park in the wrong spot,” Kas-
turiarachi said.

One task drivers must complete in the 
winter months is brushing off or scraping 
their cars. 

“[You should] have a scraper, so you can 
see out [windows],” Harnack said. 

However, Kasturiarachi said she some-
times has problems doing this. She said she 
has had to climb up onto her car to get rid 
of all the 
snow cov-
ering her 
windows. 

B e -
sides be-
ing able to 
see clearly 
through the 
windows, Harnack said it is important to 
make sure that the vehicle is in good work-
ing condition.

“You need to make sure your vehicle is 
in order and have good tires,” he said. 

The Digest of Ohio Motor Vehicle Laws 
suggests having lights, brakes, windshield 
wipers, the defroster and the radiator in 
good condition. Snow tires and tire chains 
can also be helpful in the winter. 

Along with having the vehicle work 
properly, The Weather Channel also recom-
mends keeping jumper cables, a spare tire, 
shovel, a bag of salt or cat litter and a tool 
kit in the car in case of an emergency. 

Emergency situations can usually be 
avoided by taking precautions like slow-
ing speeds and applying light pressure to 
brakes every so often instead of stopping 
suddenly, according to the Digest of Ohio 
Motor Vehicle Laws. 

Harnack said if people drive faster than nv

Safety Tips
according to

“One of the most important 
things you want to do is wear 
your seatbelt. ”
  - Mr. James Harnack

lDecrease your speed and leave 
yourself plenty of room to stop. 
You should allow at least three 
times more space than usual be-
tween you and the car in front of 
you. 

lBrake gently to avoid skidding. 
If your wheels start to lock up, 
ease off the brake. 

lTurn on your lights to increase 
your visibility to other motorists. 

lUse low gears to keep traction, 
especially on hills. 

lDon’t use cruise control or 
overdrive on icy roads.
 
lBe especially careful on bridg-
es, overpasses and infrequently 
traveled roads, which will freeze 
first.

lDon’t pass snow plows and 
sanding trucks. 

lDon’t assume your vehicle can 
handle all conditions. Even four-
wheel and front-wheel drive ve-
hicles can encounter trouble on 
winter roads.

lPractice winter driving tech-
niques in a snowy, open parking 
lot, so you’re familiar with how 
your car handles. 

lIf you get stuck in the snow, do 
not spin your wheels. This will 
only dig you in deeper.

The Weather Channel

Compiled by Jenna Romell

RACHEL BARAN

 the Winter
on treacherous roads
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Soaking up the artificial sun

Kelsea Daniluk
Staff Writer

need to do it all the time.”
Though tanning has a bad reputation, 

not everyone has to face the consequences. 
Shrigley said she has never had major 
issues but she knows difficulties can occur.

“I know people get burned but other 
than that I don’t know anyone who has had 
problems,” she said.

Ruch said she also knows of friends 
who have experienced minor problems due 
to tanning.

“I’ve seen friends from high school who 
look 40 years old due to premature aging,” 

she said.
She said she has 

observed the more severe 
consequences too.

“An extended family 
member died at the age of 
37 from melanoma and she 
was a regular tanner,” Ruch 

said.
These dangers are a few reasons Busby 

said she refrains from tanning.
“I don’t tan because my parents won’t 

let me,” Busby said. “I also don’t want skin 
cancer and I don’t want to be an ugly old 
lady with skin resembling a raisin.”

Although she knows tanning has the 
potential to be harmful, Busby said she 
does not completely despise the idea.

“I think that tanning is awesome,” she 
said. “I mean who doesn’t want to be tan? 
Maybe those who tan look better than me 
now because they are tanner but in 50 years 
I’ll be the one that looks better because they 
will be covered in ugly wrinkles.”

Similar to Busby, Shrigley said she 
believes that the benefits outweigh the 
risks. However, she said there are worse 
things one could do as a replacement for 
tanning.

“The benefits may outweigh the 
consequences but that’s okay,” she said. 
“There are a lot of other things that cause 
cancer.”

Busby, on the contrary, said she feels 
tanning is not worth any pain.

“Being tan in Northeast Ohio is definitely 
not worth getting cancer and dying for,” she 
said. “But I mean, I guess getting a deadly 
skin cancer could be a small price to pay 
for beauty in the form of a fake, sometimes 
orange tan, right?”

“I think that teenagers are aware of the 
risks but with most unhealthy behaviors 
they don’t think it will affect them,” she 
said.

Junior Allison Busby said she agreed 
teens refuse to accept the risks could affect 
them.

“I think the people who do know the 
risks choose not to acknowledge them or 
just don’t care,” she said. “They think that 
it would never happen to them.”

For those who do not consider the 
negative sides of tanning, Ruch said she 

believes there is a way to get the message 
out to students.

“They think the more graphic and scary, 
the better,” she said.

Busby said she believes there is another 
method for teaching teens about the risks.

“In some cases, I don’t think people who 
tan are aware of the dangers of doing so,” 
she said. “Before you decide to tan, you 
really should thoroughly research the risks 
and dangers of tanning.”

Junior Amber Shrigley said she is 
cognizant of the dangers, but tanning 
continues to be enjoyable to her for two 
main reasons.

“I tan because it helps clear blemishes 
on my face,” she said. “I also don’t like to 

be pale in the winter.”
However, the way 

tanners are perceived 
varies among students. 
For instance, Busby 
said she does not 
have a positive view 
of tanning obsessed 
people.

“When I see 
someone who tans 
I usually think they 
look fake,” she said. 
“It seems that people 
who tan always tan 
too much, like they 

There’s no doubt about it, it is 
winter in Ohio. Many students are 
beginning to feel the winter blues 

but some have found refuge from the cold, 
white season in a closed bed flooded with 
Ultra-Violet lights. 

Tanning has become a popular way 
to feel a little more tropical year-round. 
However, there can be potential dangers 
lurking in the tanning bed.

Health teacher Mrs. Erica Ruch said 
there is not just one category 
of skin cancer those who tan 
should be concerned with, 
but several kinds.

“There are three types 
of skin cancer and tanning 
increases the risk for all of 
them,” she said. 

Teenagers have an even higher risk 
of experiencing the consequences of the 
tanning beds because of the changes their 
cells are undergoing.

“Teens are at a higher risk than adults 
because their skin cells are still developing 
at that age,” Ruch said.

Not only are adults at a lower risk to 
develop cancer, they also are part of the 
reason teens like to tan according to Ruch.

“I think it’s rough when teens tan 
because they get parental consent,” Ruch 
said. “It’s hard to negate the opinion of a 
parent.”

Ruch said she still believes teens are 
intelligent enough to know the harms of 
tanning.

“I think that teenagers are aware of the 
risks, but with most unhealthy behaviors 
they don’t think it will affect them.”

– Mrs. Erica  Ruch

Students contemplate health risks of tanning
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mind that she was always a kind person. 
“When I had her in a class before, I 

don’t remember her having to say anything 
negative about anyone,” Rankin said. 
“She’s just the kind of person that is nice 
to everyone.”

Desroisers, however, said the quality that 
helps her to be successful is not necessarily 
kindness.

“I’m hardworking,” she said. “I always 
push myself to do my best.”

Rankin also said there were other traits 
that made her stand out.

“One thing is that she’s 
so well-rounded,” he said. 
“With all the sports she’s 
good at and that she’s such a 
great student.”

Desroisers said her best 
achievements, besides Teen 
of the Month, were mainly 
through volleyball.

“Earning player of the 
year all Federal League, 
player of the year all Stark 
County, player of the year 
all district and second team 
all Ohio awards this year for 
volleyball,” she said.

Desroisers said she was 
extremely excited when she 
found out that she had won, 
and that her family was also 
really excited about it.

“I was shocked, and [my 
family] was very proud and 
happy,” she said.

Rankin said he believes  
the award will not necessarily 
affect her future.

“The fact that she’s 
distinguished herself in so 
many different ways and the 
combination of all she’s done 
is going to be a nice end to 
her high school career,” he 
said. 

Desroisers said winning 
the Teen of the Month award was an 
honor.

“It’s really awesome that two Hoover 
kids won this month,” she said. “It shows 
what a great school we go to.”
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Two seniors named Teen of  the Month
Adrienne Devore
Katie Livick
Staff Writers

Senior Justin Carpenter has all the 
traits needed for Teen of the Month, 
plus more. He is involved with many 

activities at Hoover, has goals for his future 
and works hard in everything he does.

Carpenter manages his time well enough 
that he can participate in several activities 
here at Hoover.

“I’m involved in NHS, leadership club, 
ultimate frisbee, tennis, Viking 
Huddle and mock trial,” he 
said.

Out of these activities at 
Hoover, Carpenter said he 
enjoys tennis the most.

“I’ve been playing all my 
life and I love that feeling 
of competing against an 
opponent,” he said.

He said his busy schedule  
occasionally  causes him 
stress.

“I get stressed out, mostly 
with school work because 
senior year is hard work,” 
he said. “It’s a lot of fun, but 
the work load is still pretty 
intense.”

Carpenter said he has to 
focus on working hard to 
accomplish everything he 
wants to.

“I consider myself a hard 
worker,” he said. “I play tennis 
every day but Friday and on 
top of that I have to get my 
homework done every night. 
If I wasn’t a hard worker, I 
wouldn’t be able to accomplish 
all the things I need to.”

Leadership adviser, Mrs.  
Ann Bradway said Carpenter 
is an outstanding student.

“He’s the kind of kid when 
you ask him to do something he does it 
right away,” she said.

Bradway said Carpenter’s ability to get 
along with other students is also a big part 
of what makes him stand out from the rest.

“He has the ability to have kids like him 
and respect him,” she said.

During his spare time, Carpenter said he 
uses music to relax him.

“One of the best things in my life is 
music,” he said. “I can just go up to my 
room, turn on some music, and just forget 
about everything else going on in my life.”

Carpenter said he wants to carry his 
musical passion  into his future occupation at 
a recording label representing musicians. 

 Bradway said she has confidence in 
Carpenter’s future he will succeed in 
anything he chooses to do.

“He’s going to go really far,” she 
said. “Whatever he wants to do, he’ll 
accomplish.” 

Justin Carpenter

Maggie Desrosiers

nv

AJ CROFFORD

Of every quality that could define 
someone’s personality, senior 
Maggie Desroisers was described 

as “very kind” by Mr. Andy Rankin, an 
English teacher at Hoover. That trait 
was a defining factor in her win of The 
Repository’s Teen of the Month.

While writing Desroiser’s 
recommendation, Rankin said he kept in 

Seniors Carpenter and Desrosiers will be 
featured in The Repository Jan. 30 on the 
front page of the Life section.
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What is something you look forward 
to every day?
I look forward to going home and 
chilling after a hard day at school

What was the last book you read?
“The Catcher in the Rye”

What is a quote you live by?
“Take what you can get.”

What are you afraid of?
I don’t even know what I’m afraid of.

What are your plans after high 
school?
Attend Miami University.

What was your favorite TV show as 
a child?
Rocket Power

If you could destroy one thing, what 
would it be?
I wouldn’t destroy anything.

What do you consider your best 
quality?
My sarcasm

What is your favorite food? Why?
Steak. It’s nice.

“He puts forth his best effort. He is 
always fun to play with.”

- Ian Murphy

Story by
Carter Stanislaw & Megan Sigler
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Zach Taneyhill is a senior and is 
looking forward to what comes 
next in life. He describes his years 

at Hoover as being fun with a lot of highs, 
like playing for the school’s varsity soccer 
team or performing at the last two Hoover 
Battle of the Bands. 

His dedication transcends sports and 
music too, according to Taneyhill’s friend, 
senior Ian Murphy, who said Taneyhill has 
a lot of integrity.

“He’s a really funny guy, nice to everyone 
and a really caring person,” he said. 

Murphy was on the soccer team with 
Taneyhill and said he was fun to play with 
and always tried his hardest.

“He puts forth his best effort,” Murphy 
said. “He is always fun to play with.” 

Murphy also said Taneyhill was prone 

to yellow cards, a type of soccer penalty, 
but that it made him even more fun to play 
with. 

Taneyhill’s mother, Mrs. Nan Taneyhill 
said he’s very driven.

“He excels in things he is passionate 
about,” she said. 

Taneyhill said he was excited about 
finishing this year and looks forward to the 
next. 

“I’d like to finish strong,” he said. 
With only a semester left this year, he 

says he plans to attend Miami University 
next school year. Taneyhill said he is 
interested in medicine and pharmaceuticals 
as possible areas of study, but he wants to 
continue playing sports as well.

“I’d like to keep playing soccer,” 
Taneyhill said. 

Even if he cannot play at the college 
level Taneyhill said he wants to continue 
his interest in soccer by playing for clubs 
and watching his favorite team, Villarreal, 
a Spanish professional team. Both Murphy 
and Nan Taneyhill said Taneyhill is very 
interested in fitness and working out. 

“He’s ripped,” Murphy said. 
Mrs. Taneyhill said he is very dedicated 

to exercising. 
“He looks in the mirror a lot and prides 

himself on being physically fit,” she said. 
“[He’s been] playing soccer [since] he was 
five years old at Community Soccer.” 

His dedication however transcends 
athletics, as Taneyhill plays guitar, bass 
and piano. He has been playing piano for 
12 years. 

“Our family is very musical and we 
had him start taking piano lessons when 
he was in kindergarten and he liked it,” 
Nan Taneyhill said. “He still takes lessons 
today.”

Taneyhill plays in the band, Noca who 
have performed at Hoover High School’s 
Battle of the Bands for two years. Noca, 
which includes seniors Jon McAllister, 
David Belden and Ian Murphy is named 
after Hoover High School’s old nickname. 
Taneyhill has been known to draw crowds, 

especially at shows the band plays, 
according to Murphy.

“He has the voice of an angel,” Murpy 
said. 

Taneyhill and Murphy met their 
freshman year and have been friends ever 
since, according to Murphy.

“He has so many friends,” Murphy said. 
“I feel like everybody already knows him 
[when they hang out].” 

Nan Taneyhill said Taneyhill is a caring 
person.

“I think Zach has many good qualities, 
he is compassionate and sensitive toward 
other people, except maybe his sister Alex,” 
she said. “I think Zach will be successful 
because he has always done well at things 
he has really been driven toward.” 

Taneyhill’s friends agree he has a great 
personality and is passionate about what he 
loves. Taneyhill also said graduating will 
be a bittersweet experience because he will 
leave many of his friends, but said he has 
accomplished all of the goals he has set for 
himself.

“I really want to make this summer 
count,” he said. “[I also would like to] 
finish strong with my grades.”

Photo by
Carter Stanislaw
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We never got much better and I stopped 
running after that, but without her I would 
have hated running. Cutting corners with 
her on hot summer afternoons made the 
whole thing worth it. 

Christa and I could not have been 
considered friends anywhere except 
Facebook when she died. It had been 
a while since we’d last spoken over 
Facebook chat, and freshman year was 
the last time I saw her in person. 

We were in a friend’s basement 
hanging out and we awkwardly caught 
up on our last semester, since we both 
went to different schools from Hoover our 
freshman year. We were shy at first and 
her quietness around me threw me off; we 
had been so close just six months earlier. 
But it didn’t take long before we were 

laughing and 
telling old 
inside jokes. 
We were 
b u d d i e s 
again and 
for the last 
time. 

I wonder how I would have reacted then 
if I had known that would be the last time 
we would speak. Would I have treated her 
like royalty? Would I have recorded her 
every word so I could remember them 
after she passed? Or would I have made 
time to see her the many times she came 
back to visit her old friends over the past 
four years? 

I hope that I would have chosen the 
latter, but no matter what I wish, the 
former is the reality. I must hold tight to 
the memories of a friend I had. I hope 
I have made some “right” decisions 
in the people I’ve chosen to spend my 
time with, because making the wrong 
one and neglecting a friendship has 
been horrifically thrown in my face as 
I’ve witnessed the end of Christa’s 
experiences and my opportunity to share 
mine with her. It is a bitter feeling as I have 
to reassure myself that the experiences I 
have are out of my control while the right 
decisions are my responsibility to make. 
Rest in peace Christa Briggs, it will be 
long before you rest in my thoughts. 

Christa Briggs 
was a friend 
of mine in 

the period before 
high school. She 
died Dec. 15, and 
that has changed 
my perspective on 
my life profoundly. 
Christa was a smart, 
outgoing and original 

human being. She was friends with a lot 
of this year’s seniors, and her life as well 
as her death impacted many of them. 
She was a great person for conversation, 
and she attracted countless to her 
friendship. She wasn’t someone you 
could immediately break the surface of, 
but was one of those people who once you 
did had something 
truly appreciated to 
contribute. 

I’m positive 
many people failed 
to break the ice 
and learn who she 
was. If just a few things 
were different in the seventh grade, 
I wouldn’t have either. It would have 
been a supremely missed opportunity 
at friendship and today I would not be 
missing one of the truest friends I ever 
had. 

Small things about myself I notice 
have been changed by Christa. We 
played childish games in middle school, 
like yelling curse words in the gym to see 
who would get in trouble. She was one 
of the first girls I was comfortable with 
calling my friend, and to this day I feel as 
if my ability to talk to people, especially 
those of the opposite sex, is directly her 
responsibility. 

I remember watching “The Ring” in 
Christa’s basement in the eighth grade. 
I hated scary movies but she was able to 
just laugh it off and make the fear seem 
stupid. To this day my favorite movies are 
horror movies. In eighth grade, we both 
ran cross country. We were definitely 
the two slowest kids on the team, but 
we were able to joke about it, laugh it 
off  and push each other to run faster. 

How would you feel if you just figured 
out that your father was the Greek god 
of the sea, Poseidon? 12-year-old Percy 
is the normal, dyslexic, ADHD, thrown 
out of multiple boarding schools, trouble- 
making kid that has a problem with 
monsters constantly trying to kill him. 
What he does not know though is that he 
is a demigod — half-human, half-god. 

Having just figured out who he really 
is, who his long lost father is, and that the 
Greek gods still exist, Percy then learns 
that he is the prime suspect for stealing 
Zeus’s master lightning bolt. He must also 
return the bolt by the summer solstice in 
ten days. Percy is sent on a quest with two 
of his trusted friends, Annabeth, who is 
the daughter of Athena, and Grover, who 
is a satyr.

The trio must travel across the 
United States to visit Hades, so that 
Percy may reclaim his mother and 
retrieve the stolen lightning bolt, that 
Hades is also accused of stealing. 
On their way, the trio encounters multiple 
obstacles that delay their trip more and 
more. Will Percy return the master bolt in 
time? Will he save his mother? Or will he 
fail and turn the world into a war ground 
for the gods to fight each other upon? 

Although it may seem a childish book, 
“Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The 
Lightning Thief” is a book that should not 
be judged by its cover.

books
we love

Carter Stanis law In Memoriam
Destination zooo

Percy Jackson and the Olympians: 
The Lightning Thief

by Rick Riordan

I must hold tight to the 

memories
of a friend I had.

– Madeline Tauscher
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University of Florida

For those looking for a college out of state and in a land of 
alligators and an abundance of beaches, the University of 
Florida is a good option. Home to 16 different colleges 

and more than a hundred majors, there are a wide range of 
options and degrees that can be earned in different types of 
engineering, teaching and areas of the medical field. 

University of Florida has also been ranked among the top 
ten best athletic programs in the country for the past 20 years. 
In the 2009-10 season, seven teams held league championships 
including  baseball, women’s cross country, gymnastics and 
soccer.

The campus spans 2,000 acres and is situated eight miles 
north of Lake Wauburg, where students and faculty can relax 
and enjoy sailing, swimming and volleyball. The campus 
has many single-student residence halls that currently hold 
approximately 7,500 students, and there is more housing off 

campus including apartments for varying numbers 
of people.

The school’s web site includes information 
from financial aid and parking to what they sell in 
the campus store and information on the divisions 
of research centers and institutes. The research 
centers range from genetics and regenerative health 
and biotechnology to the Emerging Pathogens 
Institute.

Many students use the vast library to aid their 
research. It is the largest in Florida, and where 
more than 13 branch libraries can be found. 

Whether you are still looking for a major or want 
to excel in the one you have chosen, the University 
of Florida is a good place to start.
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The work of dentists is often forgotten between the 
two times a year we visit them. They are responsible 
for keeping our smiles healthy and beautiful. Dentists 

treat problems with teeth and tissues in the mouth in various 
ways. They remove tooth decay, fill cavities, take and examine 
x-rays, straighten and remove teeth. They also give advice on 
how to keep the mouth healthy and may recommend certain 
brands of dental hygiene products. Dentists work with a variety 
of equipment, including x-rays, drills and lasers.

To become a dentist, one must spend at least two years of 
college obtaining a pre-dental bachelors degree. This requires 
many science and health courses. After completion, one must 
attend dental school, which lasts four years. The last two 
years are spent in dental clinics under the supervision of other 
dentists. Finally, one must acquire his or her license by passing 
multiple examinations, both written and practical. 

University of Florida’s College of Dentistry has several 

dental programs. There are nine specialties one 
could get their license in, some of which include 
orthodontics and dental public health specialists. 
To be any type of dentist, one must have a good 
diagnostic ability, good use of visual memory and 
excellent communication skills. 

Employment growth for dentistry is higher than 
average. Once employed, dentists usually work 
4-5 days per week, but some work evenings and 
weekends depending on the patients’ needs. Hours 
vary, but generally stay around 35-40 hours per 
week. Annual income also varies depending on 
years of experience, location and specialty, but the 
average salary is $142,870. 

While a dentist’s job can get dirty, they give 
people the confidence to walk with a proud, healthy 
smile. 

- Natalie Rohrer

- Amy Roshak
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When Andy Warhol spoke these now famous words in 1968, he was giving us more than 

a prediction—he was stating a fact. In the 21st century, we live for fame. But fame, as we 

all know, does not last forever. The Taylor Lautners and the Lindsay Lohans of today will 

cease to exist tomorrow. But what keeps a celebrity forever in our minds? The Viking Views takes a 

look at those celebrities of today who we voted the most likely to be remembered tomorrow. We now 

present to you, the 16th minute.
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Illustrations by Rachel Baran

IN 
THE FUTURE EVERYONE WILL 
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DEPP
DICAPRIO
GAGA
JOLIE
OBAMA
ROWLING
WINFREY
WOODS

14.8
11.3
200
36.7
66.9
5.1
12.9
15.1

N/A
0.6
7.7
N/A
6.3
0.3
4.8
0.4

3.8
1.2
26.4
0.1
17.8
0.3
0.1
1.6

Who’s the most famous 
on the web?

GFollowers
Google

Hits fFans

(in millions)

facebook

Statistics as of  Jan. 13.

What makes an icon?
By Caroline Hill

Marilyn Monroe. Elvis Presley. Oprah Winfrey. All 
of these names and more are synonymous with 
fame and fortune and can be recognizable to almost 

anyone. But what separates such icons as Monroe from those 
who will soon go by the wayside? 

In the age of media accessible virtually anywhere and 
countless celebrities consuming our attention, the word 
“icon” has lost its meaning, according to Phil Kloer of “The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution.”

“… the more ‘icons’ we accumulate, the weaker they all 
become,” he said in an Oct. 2006 article.

Assistant Professor of Kent State University’s School of 
Communication Dr. David Trebing agreed and said the word 
once had a very different connotation. 

“Before we were bombarded by mediated pop culture, the 
ancient meaning of icon generally referred to early Christian 
art,” he said. 

He also said today’s society is a “pop culture environment” 
and the original meaning of “icon” is vastly different than the 
way it is used today.

“In ancient Greek, ‘ikon’ meant image,” Trebing said. “So 
in that sense it could be broadly applied, but in contemporary 
American culture…we seem to have moved away from a clear 
sense of what is iconic and have come to label anything or 

[any] person who has achieved significant 
popularity as an icon.”

Although both its definition 
and connotation have changed 
throughout history, icons are 
still looked upon with respect, 
according to Psychology and 
Sociology teacher Mr. David 
Reese.

“Someone has to do 
something well that the culture 
admires [to be an icon],” he 
said. “The generation has to 
value what they do.”

Reese also said a celebrity’s 
image is based on society.

“It’s not so much that Elvis was great, it was that we said 
he was great,” he said.

Reese also said many of the icons of the past have gained 
their fame because of their untimely deaths. 

“Martin Luther King Jr. was admired, but not the same 
way that he is in death,” he said. “JFK was not well thought 
of in life as he was in death.”

Associate Professor of English and Film of The Ohio State 
University Jared Gardner said he believes a pop culture icon 
is even broader than Reese’s definition. 

“… an oversimplified definition might be that a pop culture 
icon is a person (or character) who is not only recognizable 
to the vast majority, but with whom the vast majority feels a 
sense of personal investment or even intimacy,” he said. 

Reese agreed and said society today seems to view a 
celebrity as something more than just another person.

“The secular gods of today are [the celebrities],” he said.
He also said we look to celebrities for guidance.
“We’ve always wanted leaders,” Reese said. “To a certain 

extent we live a mundane life … we want to live vicariously 
through them.”

Trebing agreed and said although he is not personally 
invested in celebrities, he has observed rampant interest 
throughout the country.

“Popular culture, in general, provides not only an escape 
from the harshness of reality but in many ways also provides 
meaning for many people,” he said.

Gardner said he believes celebrated icons of today are of 
different genres than those of the past; he said he no longer 
believes actors, musicians and the like have reached the 
“icon” status of past performers.

“… for the most part our popular culture is so much more 
fragmented and diverse than a half century ago,” he said. “We 
have thousands of TV channels, infinite choice and access in 
music and hundreds of companies competing for our attention 
and niche-marketing to specific demographics.”

He also said although the celebrities of the 1950s such as 
Monroe and James Dean are still iconic today, they may not 
be forever.

“Much of what we think of when we think of the ‘pop 
culture icon’ focuses on figures from [the 1950s] … which 
suggests that the category might not be as timeless as we 
might believe,” Gardner said. “The 1950s was the first period 
of television, of an empowered youth consumer, of modern 
mass media as we know it.” 

Gardner also said musicians and actors are not the true 
icons of today.

“When I ask my students today for their favorite musician 
or actor I get dozens of different answers,” he said. “In the 
1950s, I would have gotten one or two ... our pop icons are 
now our presidents and rare transmedia figures like Oprah.” 

Reese agreed and said those celebrities who are iconic are 
ever-changing in society.

“Fifty years, 100 years from now … we’ll be on to 
something else,” he said. 



J.K. Rowling
Johnny Depp

By Alexa Costi

By Kyle Marcus

20 The magical global phenomenon that 
is now worth an estimated $15 billion 
and comprised of seven books, 

corresponding movies, a wide variety 
of merchandise and a theme park was 
created by a woman living on welfare. 

J.K. Rowling, the woman behind the 
Harry Potter series now has a fortune of 
nearly $800 million, making hers a true 

“rags to riches” story.
Math teacher Miss Allison Medley 

said she believes Rowling revolutionized 
children’s books.

“She changed the face of children’s 
literature and raised expectations of young 
adult authors,” Medley said. 

Medley said although she was never a 
Harry Potter fan until the release of the first 

movie, once she started reading the books, she 
became an avid reader.

“I never found a story that I cared enough 
about,” she said. “It’s what started me wanting to 
read.”

Senior Lauren Moore, who has been a fan of 
the series since she was young said she believes 
part of Rowling’s success comes from the fact 
that her books appeal to all age groups.

“By writing the Harry Potter series, she 
influenced young kids and even adults to start 
reading again,” she said.

Medley said she also believes Rowling’s books 
reach a wide audience.

“She united a generation of readers because 
they all had a person to root for,” she said.

Moore said she believes another reason for 
Rowling’s popularity is her originality and 
creativity.

“She made this entire world up,” she said. “It 
set the standards for magic today. When people 
think of wizards, they think of the Harry Potter 
world.” 

To say Johnny Depp is a 
character would be quite 
the understatement. Edward 

Scissorhands, Willy Wonka, Captain Jack 
Sparrow, Ichabod Crane, Sweeney Todd 

and the Mad Hatter would be nothing without 
him, the man who brought them all to life.

Since premiering on the big screen in the mid-
80s, the three-time Academy Award nominee has 
twice been named People’s Sexiest Man Alive 

and in 2010 he was given the People’s Choice 
Award for ‘Actor of the Decade.’

Senior Laura Schweitzer said Depp is a versatile 
and talented actor.

“He himself doesn’t seem like a very 
dynamic person in his interviews, but 
when he’s acting he puts so much into the 
character that he plays and he pulls it off 
well pretty much every time,” she said.

Schweitzer said her favorite Depp 
character is from “Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street.”

“He mixes so many personalities into that 

one character,” she said. “He’s able to be comical 
in ways but at the same time he has a very serious 
and scary personality.”

Meanwhile, senior Jack Sherry said he most 
enjoys Depp’s take on Captain Jack Sparrow.

“My favorite Johnny Depp movies are the 
Pirates of the Caribbean because I love the world 
they create for the pirates and I think it’s a cool 
story line,” he said.

Schweitzer said it is Depp’s off-screen persona 
that makes him the popular celebrity he is today.

“Even though he’s a big famous actor and he’s 
made mistakes here and there, he still tries to be 
down to earth,” she said. “I think he’s a better actor 
and better person in general because of that.”

As Depp continues making movies, Schweitzer 
said he will continue to be an iconic actor of 
today’s generation.

“He tries out a lot of different roles because 
that’s what interests him,” she said. “I think that’s 
the reason why he’s popular, because he doesn’t do 
boring roles we’ve seen a thousand times before.”



Barack Obama
Angelina Jolie

By Mara Nickel

By AJ Crofford
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From Lara Croft: Tomb Raider to Mrs. Smith, 
Angelina Jolie has appeared in numerous 
films, making her an icon for the ages. 

Although Jolie is known for her films, she is 
moving into humanitarian work in third world 
countries as an ambassador through United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

“We cannot close ourselves off to information 
and ignore the fact that millions of people are out 
there suffering,” Jolie said in a 2001 interview 
about joining the UNHCR. 

Juniors Cristina Ocranicuic and Jenna Fisher 
did a project on Jolie for AP American History and 
learned about her career. 

Ocrainiciuc said it is nice to see that Jolie 
adopts children and does humanitarian work in 
poor countries to give back. 

“She shows her awareness and how every day 
people could save a child instead of sitting at home 
and [doing] nothing [about it],” she said.

As Jolie grows older, Ocrainiciuc said she 
believes she is going to settle down with her 
family. Fisher agreed and said she sees Jolie’s 
work as a way to make good out of the bad 
situations the children live in.

“All the work she has done as an actress 
[causes] people to look up to her,” Fisher 
said. “By adopting the children, she shows her 
caring character.” 

Jolie has been married three times. Her 
recent husband, Brad Pitt, has also made a 
great impact on the movie world. 

Ocranicuic said sometimes people forget 
that movie stars are people just like everyone 
else. 

“I feel that [Jolie] is the kind of person who 
is easily relatable,” Ocrainiciuc said. “She can 
be glamorous but at the end of the day, she’s a 
normal human being that gives back.” 

Becoming the first African American 
president, passing more progressive 
legislation than any president since Lyndon 

Johnson and winning the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
charitable work are some of the many landmarks 
of the last two years of President Barack Obama’s 
career.

Sophomore Salman Safir said he believes 
Obama’s unprecedented election has earned him 
a spot in history.

“Obama will forever be associated with 
becoming the first black president, something that 
most would view as an amazing accomplishment,” 
he said. 

Running on the platform of hope, Obama began 
his presidency with controversy and economic 
turmoil. But, Richard Stanislaw, political science 
professor at Kent State University, said he 
thinks Obama will not be judged based on these 
problems.

“Although the Great Recession and the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan are the lasting legacies of 
President Bush, President Obama will be judged 

on how well he moved the country past those 
moments,” he said. 

Safir said he believes Obama should also be 
recognized for his ability to capture his audience.

“Obama has a certain charisma that matches 
that of John F. Kennedy,” he said. “He has a strong 
speaking ability that allows him to grab audiences 
and provide assurance.” 

Stanislaw also said he believes Obama 
should be known for his personal attributes and 
intellect, as well as his dealings with issues.

“Obama brings certain skills to the job,” he 
said. “For instance, he is a constitutional scholar 
who probably knows the constitution better than 
any president since Madison. He is intelligent, 
hard-working, and personally affable.”

With Obama potentially running for his second 
term in 2012, Safir has great expectations for the 
future. 

 “An additional four years would put him in 
the best situation to put forth many more of 
his policies,” he said.  “If he loses, he is still 
relatively young and can be a strong force 
in the Democratic Party for a long time to 
come.”



Tiger Woods
Oprah WinfreyBy AJ Crofford

By Alexa Costi
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After enduring a childhood of poverty 
and abuse, it would have been easy 
for Oprah Winfrey to let her life 

deteriorate into tragedy. Instead, she chose 
the more difficult but ultimately far more 
rewarding path. With her own talk show, 
production company, several acting gigs, 
a book club, two magazines and now a 

television network, Oprah has earned the title 
of America’s wealthiest self-made woman.

Throughout her 24 years on television, 
Oprah has accumulated a faithful fan base. 

German teacher Mrs. Kelly Phares said she 
believes Oprah is influential because of her charity 
work and empathy toward people.

 “[She does] a lot for people to feel good 
about their lives and get in a good, healthy 
place,” she said.

Senior Gabby Helterbran, who has been a 
fan of Winfrey’s for about two years, said she 

believes she is so influential because of her life 
experiences.

“She came from such a troubled childhood and 
now she is paving the way for others who have 
gone through difficult times in life,” she said.

Helterbran said she idolizes Winfrey for her 
determined attitude. 

“People always down talk her and say terrible 
comments about her, but she is one of the most 
successful women in the world, so clearly she is 
doing something right,” she said.

Phares agreed.
“I don’t understand why some people don’t like 

her,” she said. “She strives to make the world a 
better place, and I think she’s doing a good job 
at it.”

Phares said she believes Winfrey has had a 
profound influence on society.

“I think if everybody watched Winfrey, the 
world would be a better place,” she said. “She’s 
had an incredible impact.” 

Eldrick Woods: previously number one 
world ranked professional golfer, winner of 
14 majors and icon for junior golfers, More 

commonly known as Tiger Woods. 
Woods started his career in golf from a young 

age but is seen competing on the Professional 
Golf Association (PGA) Tour nowadays.  

With the rise in emphasis on media 
throughout the years, Woods now has become 
an icon for young golfers aspiring to make it 
to the top. However, in 2009 Woods admitted 
to being unfaithful to his wife. 

Junior Logan Sisca is a volunteer at the 
WGC Bridgestone Golf Invitational in Akron 

and said Woods has been a positive role model 
for him growing up, until his recent stumbles.  

“I thought he was a positive influence on 
junior golfers that were inspired to be better than 
him,” he said. 

Since Woods’ infidelity was announced, 
however, Sisca said he believes he is still the same 

Tiger.
“He’s still a great athlete and I’m happy 

to see he’s doing a lot to show a new image 

since the affair,” he said. “I think he has to make 
up for it due to the amount of young people he 
influences. 

Executive Committee member of the Northern 
Ohio Golf Charities, Mr. Paul Brady, has met 
and introduced Tiger on the first tee during the 
invitational in Akron. He said since the news in 
2009, Tiger’s attitude changed.

“This year, I did notice both at the range and 
on the first tee that he was more engaged with his 
competitors,” he said. “Before, he would stand 
and stare down the first fairway.”

Brady said he believes the media has infiltrated 
celebrity’s personal lives too much with the new 
technology. 

“I don’t think the whole world had to know but 
with the media now, there’s no way anything will 
stay private anymore,” he said. “You can’t escape 
it and it’s unfortunate.” 

Woods has seven titles in Akron and Brady said 
he will reach a new level of greatness.

“He will be remembered for golf rather than his 
hiccup,” he said.



Leonardo DiCaprio
Lady Gaga

By Mara Nickel

By Kyle Marcus
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She was the girl who had a little bit too much. 
At least, Lady Gaga claimed to be in the first 
verse of 2008’s “Just Dance,” which soon 

became a number one hit.  And now, in 2011, it 
seems Gaga will never quite have enough.

Hoover alumnus Daniel Little said he doubted 
Gaga’s potential when he heard her first single.

“I remember thinking she was going to be hot 
for five seconds,” he said. “But when I heard and 
saw the video for ‘Poker Face,’ I knew she was 
on her way to becoming the music icon of our 
generation.”

Not only has Gaga won multiple Grammys and 
Video Music Awards, but her music video for “Bad 
Romance” is currently the most-viewed video on 
YouTube. She is also the most followed celebrity 
on both Twitter and Facebook.

Senior Jackie Demate said her success is a 
product of her originality.

“She’s quite different,” Demate said. “When you 
watch her perform it’s comparable to a Broadway 
musical. She is the Madonna of our generation.”

Little said he is not only inspired by Gaga’s 

theatricality but her fashion as well. 
“She makes it okay to go to Giant Eagle with 

a lobster on your head,” he said. “I can’t tell you 
how many times I have rethought an outfit before 
I left my house because I was afraid what people 
would say. Now ... I can walk out the door 
wearing my grandmother’s curtains around 
my body and make it work, because Gaga can 
make it work.”

Demate said she can relate most to Gaga’s 
outlandish personality.

“[Her personality is] why she’s so popular,” 
she said. “That’s one of her big messages–that 
those who are strange are not alone. She wants 
to inspire people to be different.”

Only time will tell if Gaga’s popularity 
will sustain. For fans like Little, however, it is 
difficult to imagine a future without Gaga.

“I think back to the time before she released 
‘The Fame’ and I think to myself, what did I listen 
to before Lady Gaga existed?” he said. “She will 
always be popular in my world. Her legacy isn’t 
going to die out for me, because I’ll be listening to 
her albums until the day I die.”

Golden Globe award winning actor 
Leonardo DiCaprio is well known for the 
many roles he has played on the silver 

screen, for his movie star persona and also for his 
activism. 

Starting in television, DiCaprio began his 
career with commercials and as a supporting 
cast member on the sitcom “Growing Pains,” 
His career took off when he starred as Romeo in 
Baz Luhrmann’s “Romeo and Juliet.” His credits 
include the second highest-grossing movie of 
all time, “Titanic,” as well as “The Departed,” 
“Revolutionary Road,” “Shutter Island” and last 
summer’s blockbuster, “Inception.”  

Senior Bobby Petricini said he believes 
DiCaprio’s adaptability to different roles sets him 
apart from others in entertainment.

 “I believe Leonardo and the various roles he 
has portrayed gives the other actors something to 
try to achieve,” he said. “When they look and see 
how versatile he is, they feel they 

need to up their game.”
Freshman Tara Thacker agrees.
“He is a likable, talented actor,” she said.
Not only has DiCaprio been a large name 

in entertainment, but he also takes a stand on 
environmental issues. Petricini is familiar with 
DiCaprio’s actions to preserve the environment. 

 “He recently donated over a million dollars 
for Tiger Summit in Russia,” he said. “He also 
refuses to fly on private jets and drives a hybrid 
car.”

Petricini said he believes that with all of 
DiCaprio’s attributes, he will be a cultural icon. 

“I believe in the years to come, people will 
look back and discuss how Leonardo changed 
the scene,” he said. 

Thacker agrees. 
“He is a very successful and memorable actor,” 

she said. “One of the best in our time.”
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Don’t ask don’t tell

Protect your skin

Say no to speeding on snow

As unnatural as it is to see freshly-tanned flesh during the cold, 
winter months, it is equally as unnatural to use artifical tanning 
methods in the first place. The sun has barely shined here in Ohio 
since August, causing some students to put their long-term health 
at risk simply to have a darker skintone. 

The concept of tanning is not new. According to livestrong.
com, tanning beds first became popular back in the 1970s. Over 
30 years later in 2009, however, said popularity was put at risk. 
The International Agency for Research on Cancer confirmed 
earlier warnings made by the American Cancer Society when they 
reported the risk for melanoma skin cancer increases by 75 percent 
for those who begin using tanning beds before the age of 30. 

Teenagers who tan–do statistics have any effect on your 
choices? Or do modern standards of beauty hold the only influence 
over your supposed need for darker skin?

We at The Viking Views condemn behavior that puts health at 
risk, especially the health of Hoover’s teen students. Alternatives 
to the life-threatening risks of tanning beds do exist in the form of 
spray-tanning and usage of lotions with toner. 

So, if you want to be tan, it is time to wake up from the bed and 
look toward other methods of self-beautification. Otherwise, your 
dark complexions may lead to an even darker future.

For those who drive to and from school, the hassle winter brings 
upon roadways and parking lots is no stranger. We have all made 
the paranoid drive in the morning to find that traffic is backed up. 
As you finally make it to the parking lot, you park in the vicinity 
of your space, hoping and praying you managed to park the correct 
one and that attendance is held so you can avoid being counted 
tardy.

However, treacherous weather has the ability to cause far worse 
than parking confusion and lateness to first period. Automobile ac-
cidents occur year-round, and snow and ice should only increase 
the need for driver safety. More car accidents occur during the 
winter because of the constant icy and slick roads, snow blan-
keting your windshield and countless other factors that play into 
hazardous driving conditions. Therefore, it can certainly be agreed 
driving in the winter demands a whole new level of precaution and 
focus on roads. 

With this in mind, we at The Viking Views advise student driv-
ers to be cautious wherever the roads may take them. Several pre-
cautions not only add to your own safety, but the safety of fellow 
drivers. These include wiping snow off your windows to eliminate 
vision obstructions and allowing more time to come to a complete 
stop when slowing down. Of course, watching your speed in gen-
eral is a great place to start on the road to accident avoidance. 

Until spring is upon us, let us all be more careful, more patient 
and more vigilant behind the wheel. A dangerous accident is much 
worse than a longer commute time.

Since 1993, when Don’t Ask Don’t Tell was put into effect, gay, 
lesbian and bisexual individuals have been barred from serving 
openly in the United States military under the guise that their 
presence “would create an unacceptable risk to the high standards 
of morale, good order and discipline and unit cohesion that are the 
essence of military capability” according to military policy. 

December 22, 2010, the 17-year-old bill was repealed; although 
it will not go into effect for several months, the government will 
do everything they can to make sure the repeal goes into effect as 
“smartly and swiftly” as possible according to President Obama. 
More than 13,500 troops have been discharged, dishonorably or 
otherwise, from the military under suspicion of being gay since the 
legislation was passed in 1993, according to the Associated Press. 

The Viking Views would like express our ardent support for 
the repeal of this bill which not only grossly encroaches on the 
civil rights of thousands of citizens, but also prevents patriots from 
serving our country. Although we understand the repeal could 
cause confusion for our troops, the president has promised to make 
the transition as painless as possible for all involved.

The United States has taken a critical step in extending equal 
rights to all with the repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell and we can 
only hope for more legislation toward equal LGBT rights in the 
future.
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Views
yOur Which modern celebrity do you think

 will be most remembered in the future?

I think that Snooki will be most remem-
bered in the future. This is because she is 
the first person to make money by doing 
absolutely nothing but partying and get-
ting into trouble. I think when people look 
back at our generation they will think of 
Snooki because her way of life basically 
sums up our generation.

– Drew Vargo, 10

Michael Jackson will be the most remem-
bered celebrity in the future because of 
his donations to society. Michael gave an 
enormous amount of money to children’s’ 
charities across the United States. Michael 
will also be remembered for the negative 
charges against him. Michael was accused 
of rape and that changed the public’s view 
of him greatly. Either way Michael will be 
remembered as an iconic symbol through-
out history.

– Zachary Acito, 10

The celebrity that will be remembered 
would be Arnold Schwarzenegger because 
he’s been in so many movies and he is the 
governor of California.

– Carl Hardke, 10 

I think Bob Marley will always be remem-
bered because he was an amazing reggae 
singer. His music touched many people 
during his life and long after death.

– Ashley Henson, 10 

I think Britney Spears will be the most re-
membered celebrity in the future not only 
for her great music, but for her dramatic 
personal life. She had a rough time in her 
life dealing with her family and divorce 
and hit an all-time low by shaving her 
head and chasing photographers. She was 
able to overcome her troubles and come 
out with a hit CD and is now back on top.

– Ali Grandjean, 12 

I believe Marilyn Manson will be remem-
bered in the future. He will be remembered 
because he is a very controversial person, 
he’s very smart and he has many views 
which he expresses through the power of 
music.

– Matt Calse, 11

I think Lady Gaga will be the most remem-
bered celebrity in the future. The reason I 
think this is because she has an odd style, 
and different types of songs. She is always 
wearing insane outfits, from wearing ciga-
rette glasses to wearing a dress made out 
of plastic bubbles. Also, her music videos 
are to be remembered. They are very dif-
ferent from any other videos by other fa-
mous artists.

– Alyssa Brown, 11

I believe that Sarah Palin will be most re-
membered in the future because she will 
attempt to take over the world. Obviously, 
it will be remembered. People will look 
back at her ignorant, uneducated state-
ments with disgust.

– Markus Harrigan, 12

Brad Pitt because not only is he smokin’, 
his talent is remarkable and he helps the 
environment and people less fortunate 
than he is.

– Candice Staley, 12
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Cristina Ocranicuic, 11:
“Lindsay Lohan going to 
rehab for the fifth time.”

student

What do you think was the
  

Cather ine Morr is
Welcome to reality

 Morr-is better

“Clearly, these

obsessions
have no boundaries.”

Hunter Bazzoli, 10:
“Lil Wayne went to jail.”

Adam Reese, 11:
“The wikileaks release.”

Austin Watterson, 9:
“Lebron going to the 
Heat.”

Jamie Pantuso, 10:
“The release of Taylor 
Swift’s new album.”

Joel Engelsen, 9:
“Ferstacci stole millions 
of dollars from the Trea-
sury Office.”
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We all want to be famous. Every 
kid wants to be a singer or ac-
tress. We don’t want to help oth-

ers or make the world a better place. We 
want money and recognition.  It’s part of 
being human. Maybe that’s why we’re so 
obsessed with celebrities. They started 
out just like us. Well, most of them did. 
Maybe, just maybe, if we act like them, 
dress like them, talk like them, we might 
make it in Hollywood.

There’s just one problem with this log-
ic: we can’t all be famous. It’s like when 
our parents told us we could be the presi-
dent, a princess or an astronaut. Not to 
diss any of these jobs, it’s just that they 
are very selective. Not everyone can be 
president. Not everyone can be famous. 
Imagine what would happen if everyone 
decided to move to Hollywood in pursuit 
of an acting ca-
reer. California 
would be more 
crowded than the 
mall on Black Fri-
day.

So we can’t 
be famous. But 
we can still like them. We can still know 
every single fact about them, without it 
being a little odd, right? Wrong.

Why does it matter so much? Is the 
world really going to end because Zac 
Efron and Vanessa Hudgens broke up? 
Nope. I’m pretty sure my life in little ol’ 
North Canton isn’t going to change. When 
celebrity breakups start affecting life in a 
relatively small town hundreds of miles 
away, that’s pretty sad. 

Some obsessions have gone so far 
that people have started naming them 
like diseases. For example, there’s OJD: 
Obsessive Jonas Disorder. If you have a 
fascination with those three boys playing 
pop music while wearing tight pants, you 
might be at risk. Other symptoms include 
minor obsessions with other Disney 
“singers” and having a ridiculously large 
collection of Ray Bans. Obsession with 
the “JoBros” has about the same age ap-
peal as the Twilight Saga.  When the first 
Twilight movie came out, people started 

asking Robert 
Pattinson to bite 
them. Wake up, 
tweens. He’s not 
a sparkly vam-
pire that likes to 
watch you sleep; 
he’s human. 
Clearly, these ob-
sessions have no 
boundaries. 

 I’m sorry, but 
Megan Fox (for the boys) or Matthew Mac-
fadyen (a Mr. Darcy for the girls) are not 
going to magically appear with the burn-
ing desire to take us on a date. Would it 
be nice to go on a date with a celebrity? 
Absolutely. There’s no way I’d turn down 
dinner with Taylor Lautner. But it’s not 
going to happen. And if it’s not going to 

happen, then 
I’m not going 
to waste my 
time fantasiz-
ing about it.

Don’t get 
me wrong, I 
laugh at ce-

lebrity screw-ups as much as the next 
person. How many times does Lindsay 
Lohan need to go to rehab before she fi-
nally learns that drugs are bad? It’s okay 
to be amused by the things that they do. 
It’s when that becomes all we focus on 
that we get into trouble. 

So where do we draw the line? Liking 
the movies they act in is okay. Knowing 
their entire résumé is creepy. Going to 
see them on tour is okay. Knowing their 
exact whereabouts at all times is creepy. 

Basically, cool it down kids. Do you 
really need to know what a famous per-
son’s favorite ice cream flavor is? Not 
unless you plan on taking them to Dairy 
Queen anytime soon. We don’t need to 
know all this unnecessary information, so 
why waste our time figuring it out? I don’t 
know about the rest of you, but I have a 
better place to spend my time other than 
in front of a computer learning all these 
facts. It’s a world I like to call reality. Wel-
come. 
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2010 can kiss my...

Sanchez is what strauss does

views

Drew Griffing, 10:
“The Haiti earthquake.”

Ryan Teis, 12:
“I don’t watch news.”

Timmy Bruins, 9:
“Miley Cyrus smoked a 
bong.”

Ashley Rusan, 12:
“Kanye West’s album 
was the best.”

Kiahna Saneshige, 10:
“Chili miners were trapped 
in a coal mine and they 
were rescued.”

top news story of 2010?

Jesse Sanchez-Strauss  

Liyah West, 10:
“The big oil spill.”
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I’m not sure 
how anyone 
can agree that 

2010 was a good 
year. 2010 was 
possibly the worst 
year in America’s 
history, like worst 
year ever. 

As hard 
as America 
has tried to 

restore its current and ongoing state of 
ridiculousness, it failed and might actually 
have become worse in more ways than 
one, or two. Let us start tearing apart 
2010 with obviously the biggest problem, 
the treacherous “Jersey Shore” and 
how it continued its rampage into 2010. 
Honestly? If you have actually resorted to 
watching angry Italians with absolutely no 
intelligence and orange muscles yell a lot 
and do whatever 
else they do on 
that show, then 
I don’t know 
what I missed. 
You would think 
we are all a little 
smarter than to 
support a show that promotes the least 
intelligent people on earth, yet we keep 
watching and they keep getting paid. I 
guess I will never understand, though I 
do not care to. 

As bad as “Jersey Shore” is in itself, it 
cannot ruin a year; unfortunately there is 
in fact more we have to be embarrassed 
about.

Countless other factors have played 
into America’s worst year ever. Such as 
something I’d like to call the dumbest 
choice in American history. Drill, baby, drill! 
Oil drilling is terrible in itself but knowing 
one of your oil rigs is not completely safe 
and letting it be was a great idea. Thank 
you BP! We now have turned a beautiful 
body of water into a death trap for all 
living creatures in The Gulf of Mexico. 
Not to mention that it took us forever and 
a day to figure out how to fix this small 
problem; our smartest and most admired 

nerds couldn’t even fix.
Well thank you BP, it currently looks like 

Glenn Beck threw up all of his knowledge 
and his “seven wonders.” Speaking of the 
devil, Beck’s rally was surely the highlight 
of my year. Mixing religion and politics 
is always the answer, and while we’re 
at it let’s have a rally with the purpose 
of praying, shoving religion and politics 
down everyone’s throats and talking 
about topics that have no relevance to 
fixing America at all. If we stand against 
equality and everything good that 
President Barack Obama is doing we 
might get somewhere. Christianity is the 
answer, hoorah! But the highlight of his 
rally and wisdom was obviously the flock 
of birds flying over. It’s a sign! Elect Glenn 
Beck for president! No, Glenn, it’s a flock 
of birds. Big deal. Maybe those birds can 
solve unemployment! 

Unemployment licked 9.8 percent 
last year, which 
is a ridiculous 
amount of 
people who are 
out of a job. 
And who do we 
point the finger 
at? Obama. 

Has anyone ever thought maybe our 
economy is in ruins because of George 
W. Bush? No. 2010’s economy was not 
as bad as the years before but still. While 
I’m thinking about Obama let’s take a 
gander at the health care reform bill. 
I don’t understand why everyone is so 
against it when it’s really meant to help 
us. So maybe it has some characteristics 
of socialism but will it kill us to maybe 
change our conservative ways and look 
to other options? We have problems, now 
let’s change them. 

There have been a few good things 
that occurred last year though. One, 
can we all agree that Kanye’s album 
was possibly the best thing to happen 
to America in a long time and basically 
any music that was released in 2010 was 
decent at least. Besides that, last year 
was horrible, so everyone try and enjoy 
this year, it might be your last. Not.

“Mixing religion and politics 

is always
the answer...”
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Bands perform at annual Battle
Emily Plaver
Staff Writer

The deep drum beats, the rhythm of a 
guitar and the cheering of hundreds 
of kids are all you can hear coming 

from Hoover Hall during Hoover’s annual 
Battle of the Bands.

This year’s third annual Battle of the 
Bands, held Jan. 13, was a chance for 
student bands at Hoover to take the stage 
and perform.  

Ten bands performed this year 
and all said they were excited prior 
to the show. Freshman Jacob Voegele 
plays rhythm guitar and keyboard for 
“Isolation” and said he could not wait 
to play on stage.

“It’s just basically awesome being up 
there,” he said. “You don’t really notice the 
crowd and it just feels natural and fun.”

Senior Ben Leeson agreed. Leeson, of 
“Grip Wright & The Fasteners,” plays the 
tambourine, guitar and sings.

“It is one thing to play a song for five 
people and have them express that it was 
good, but to have a crowd of hundreds or 
thousands cheer in approval is an emotion 
like no other,” he said.

The band members said they all worked 
hard to achieve that experience during the 
show.

Senior Martino Popa who plays guitar 
and does vocals for “The Pink Unicorns” 
said their band practices endlessly but still 
has fun as a group.

“We mess around, we work hard, we 
play music,” he said. “It’s always a great 
experience practicing music that you’ve 
listened to all your life with your friends.”

Voegele said practices always go well 
and his band members get along well, but 
there are always distractions.

“Well we usually practice for sometime 
and then end up playing Beatles Monopoly 
or something of the like,” he said.

Sophomore Jeff Trompeter who plays 
piano and guitar for “Less Than Three” 
said they have equally as much downtime.

“We always have fun and spend almost 
all of practice laughing,” he said.

Sophomore Lucas Turgeon, who plays 
drums for “Streetlight Reflection” said he 
and his band mates are close friends outside 
of the group.

“The band gets along great!” he said. 
“We are all friends, two are even brothers! 
No one is bossy and nothing has to be done 
a specific way, and we all encourage each 
other’s playing instead of criticizing it. 
Every practice is an enjoyable one.”

Although they all competed in the same 
battle, each of the bands said they have a 
distinct and individual sound.

Trompeter said his band is mostly 
an alternative, acoustic punk sound. 
But other bands such as Junior Andrew 
Thornborough’s “Into Thin Air” said they 
sound metal. 

Meanwhile, Turgeon said he believes 
their band has more of an alternative-rock 
type of sound and Popa said he thinks their 
band is simply a mix of different sounds.

 But no matter what type of music each 
band plays, they all said they performed 
in the battle to reach an audience. Prior 
to showtime, Popa said he was confident 
yet unsure of the night’s outcome.

“We have incredible strength in 
every area of the band, everyone pulls 
a lot of weight and we’re able to pull 

off some pretty tough songs,” Popa said. 
“But...It really depends on how the judges 
view our selections. As a band we all agree 
that we sound great, and to us were just 
there to have fun.”

“Grip Wright & The Fasteners” came 
out victorious. However, Popa said even 
though there could only be one winner, 
the feeling of putting on a crowd-pleasing 
performance was a triumph in itself.

“When a crowd cheers for the music 
I’d created and the performance I have just 
been apart of, the feeling rushing through 
my veins is better than anything I could 
have ever imagined,” he said.nv
n (left to right) Junior Jon Penvose plays the 
drums during a dress rehearsal. Battle of the 
Bands was Jan. 13. n Seniors Ben Leeson 
and Torey DePriest play guitar and sing. 

PH
OT

OS
 B

Y P
AI

TO
N 

SW
OP

E

“We have incredible strength 
in every area of the band...”

– Martino Popa
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Being trendy on a budget
Students find the true price of fashion
Rachel Baran
Staff Writer

Stop sweating it and put away that 
checkbook. 

It won’t take a million to look like 
a million bucks, thanks to stores stocking 
up on affordable fashion finds oftentimes 
comparable in quality to their designer 
counterparts. 

Senior Zoya Sandhu said she believes 
designer clothing to be “overrated.”

“I’d rather go thrift shopping because 
I absolutely love vintage things,” Sandhu 
said. “I do have a few favorite designers 
though, like Marc Jacobs and Proenza 
Schouler. But who cares where it came 
from as long as you think it’s cute and you 
like it?”

Due to its high quality, senior Taylor 
Preston said the main issue with purchasing 
from designer labels is the price. 

“Most of the time, designer clothing is 
really well made, and will last forever,” 
Preston said. “Sadly, it has never been, and 
probably never will be, within my price 
range.”

Sophomore Sarah Kucyk said while she 
likes designer clothing, cheaper brands are 
often comparable in quality for much more 
appealing price tags. 

“To be honest, all that separates the 
high-end clothing from the mall clothes are 
the price tags, and fashion isn’t about the 
price tag at all,” Kucyk said. “If you go to 
Nordstroms or Christian Louboutin you’ll 
see the same shoes and jeans for 20 dollars 
at Forever 21.” 

Although a Forever 21 fan, Preston said 
the low-cost clothing often comes with a 
price. 

“[Forever 21’s] clothes are not very 
well made, and are made with really low 
quality fabrics,” she said.  “Regardless, I 
still shop there all the time, because they 
have really original clothing you cannot 
find many other places in North Canton.  It 
all depends on what you are willing to give 
up to get the other.”

Preston said there are many alternatives 
to Forever 21, if quality is an issue. 

“I love H&M; they offer inexpensive, 
well-made clothing.  Plus, they do a lot 
of lines with high-end designers,” she 
said. “Target offers nice clothing too and 
they also do a lot of lines with high-end 

designers, like Jean Paul Gaultier and Zac 
Posen.”

Sandhu said while cheap clothing has 
its advantages, jewelry, shoes and jackets 
should be splurged on.

“If you have one stunning piece of 
jewelry like a necklace or bracelet that 
goes with lots of things in your wardrobe, 
it can make your outfit,” she said. “Shoes 
are a no-brainer in my opinion. I recently 
splurged on a pair of cherry colored Dr. 
Martens I love wearing with my dresses.”

Sandhu said although clothing can 
be expensive, uniforms should not be 
considered to level the fashion playing 
field. 

“I hate the idea of school uniforms 
because it would be like taking away 
everybody’s individuality,” she said. 
“Yeah, it might make everyone feel equal 
or whatever, but every student should 
be allowed to embrace who they are. I 
know some people could care less about 
what they look like, but for the ones who 
do care, uniforms are the worst possible 
suggestion.”

Preston said clothing is a form of 

control. 
“For a lot of kids, fashion and clothing 

is the only thing in their life that they have 
control of,” she said.

Kucyk said money should not be the 
deciding factor of a person’s dress. 

“Whether or not they have money a 
person should always have their personal 
style; it makes them who they are,” she 
said. “It’d be boring if everyone dressed 
the same.”

Sandhu said fashion is very important to 
a person’s success as well as their state of 
mind.  

“Fashion is my creative outlet—I’m 
able to express myself through my clothes 
and I think it’s empowering to dress up,” 
she said.

Preston said fashion is not solely about 
looking good, but feeling good as well. 

“Fashion and clothes can do a lot for 
people,” she said. “For me, it’s all about 
feeling better about yourself, and proud 
to be wearing the clothes you have on.  
Anyone can make a dress from Salvation 
Army seem like a million bucks if they’re 
wearing it with confidence.”nv
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Professionally Cleaned Inside & Out.
(Water Repel Available For An Additional Nominal Charge)

Services Available Only At
6406 Market Ave. N. Canton

(Market & Easton)
Mon. - Fri. 7a.m. till 7p.m.

Sat. & Sun. 10a.m. till 3p.m.
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was a mean girl, she was a witch! But I’m not afraid of her 
anymore, I’m taking a stand. All thanks to you.

DEAR FLORENCE + THE MACHINE,
I just have to say, I think it is so wonderful that they’re 
allowing foreign artists to be nominated for Grammy’s. 
Where are you from, again? I think it’s either Scotland or 
Ireland but they’re pretty much the same thing so I’ll just say 
you’re from the UK. I totally love your song, “Dog Days Are 
Over.” How unfortunate those “Glee” kids got their hands 
on it. Oh, and I love the artsy video too. The clown-paint you 
threw on your face for it reminded me of the first time my 
sister applied make-up as a pubescent teen. Those were the 
good ol’ days. Anyways, I hope you win big at the Grammy’s 

and I hope you and your machine enjoy America. 

DEAR LADY ANTEBELLUM,
Who are you? At first I thought you were just 
one woman but apparently you’re a woman 
and two men who sing country songs. Just 
like the Dixie Chicks. And then you had 
a song about how lonely you are when 
you’re drunk and you need me now? I’m 

disgusted by your confusing band name 
and your pathetic dependence on alcohol 

and your significant other. I didn’t even bother 
listening to the rest of your album. Taylor Swift 

won a bunch of Grammy’s last year, so allowing 
you to sweep this year would just be plain offensive. I hope 
you never have a song on the radio again, you hillbillies. Go 
learn that “lady” is a singular noun and unless you’re singing 
about how Joe Jonas and Kanye West abused you, nobody 
cares about country. Nobody needs you now, idiots!

DEAR JUSTIN BIEBER, 
I don’t want to be mean or question your sexuality just 
because you bare a striking resemblance to an 8-year-old 
version of Ellen DeGeneres. With that said, I absolutely 
hate you. Your songs like “Baby” and “Somebody to Love” 
remind me of those high-calorie Chipotle burritos. I crave 
them incessantly but once they’re gone, I just want to vomit 
all over the passenger seat of my car. Your catchy teeny-
bopper anthems are ridiculous and you are absolutely not 
the best new artist at the Grammy’s. I’d rather have Drake 
parade on stage and talk about himself even more than he 
already does than watch you accept any award that isn’t for 
being Usher’s ugliest adopted son. Please go get a haircut 
and then jump off a cliff. Good luck with puberty.
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Letters to the contenders
Open evaluations for this year’s Grammy nominees

DEAR KATY PERRY, 
If that Ke$ha would ever take a bath, you know who she 
would be? You, Katy Perry! Your catchy pop songs are 
even brighter than the moon, moon, moon, and you’re 
so attractive, consider my popsicle melted. How exciting 
you’ve been nominated for so many Grammy’s! I’m sure 
your cat, Kitty Purry, is proud. I wish you and Kitty the best 
of luck at the Grammy’s, and I hope you’re doing better after 
your chest spontaneously exploded during that ‘Firework’ 
video. Just put ice on it and I’m sure you’ll be fine.

DEAR JAY-Z,
While all the other rappers rap about drugs, sex, money and 
Nicki Minaj, you’ve just been singing about how much you 
love New York. You run that town! Good for you. I can 
only imagine how proud Beyonce must be and 
how totally furious she must be that you chose 
Alicia Keys over her to sing in “Empire State 
of Mind.” It must have taken you a long time 
to find Alicia. She’s been in hiding for so 
long, I bet she was in that same hole in the 
ground where they found Sadam Hussein. 
But no matter how many Grammy’s you 
win or whether Beyonce loves you or not, 
you know who always will? Me. I might got 
99 problems, Jay-Z, but you will never be one. 
I promise. 

DEAR ARCADE FIRE,
Um. This is awkward because I don’t know who you are. I 
ain’t no hipster, although I do listen to Maroon 5! Are you like 
them? I’ll just assume that you’re like Maroon 5 but worse 
because your songs aren’t on the radio. And for that reason, 
you will lose at the Grammy’s, dummies! So good luck with 
being boring. I hope you catch on fire.

DEAR EMINEM,
You’ve been looking a little bent out of shape lately. And 
by bent out of shape, I mean you look like you just got 
hit by a school bus. But enough “Mean Girls” references, 
it’s time to talk nonsense. That “Love The Way You Lie” 
song with Rihanna was beautiful! The title made it sound 
like the type of song Jim Carrey’s emotionally-abused son 
would sing to him in the movie “Liar, Liar.” But apparently 
the song is about domestic violence, which I haven’t had 
any experience with since I dated Naomi Campbell in the 
late 90s. That woman once hijacked a school bus full of 
elementary school students and ran me over with it. She 

n COMMENTARY BY KYLE MARCUS

Be sure to tune in 
to the 53rd annual 
Grammy Awards 

Feb. 13 on CBS to 
see who wins!
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Reviews

Jamie Foxx
Best Night Of My Life

Ghostface Killah
Apollo Kids

Hip-hop is sick, but albums such as “Apollo Kids” are just one more step forward in the process of 
healing hip-hop. Featuring classic rappers like Black Thought, Busta Rhymes, Raekwon, Method 
Man and more, “Apollo Kids” boasts highly respected names within the genre. Ghostface Killah, 

in addition to having a notable solo career, was one of the prominent members within Wu-Tang Clan; 
an influential ‘90s rap crew. “Purified Thoughts” is the opening track and suitably so; the beat is buttery 
and pleasing while Ghostface has some considerable microphone skills; his delivery is perfect. Another 
notable track is “In tha Park,” which sports an appearance by Black Thought. He spits a verse that would 
make any hip-hop fan proud: “Under thirteen, seeing real strong images/And that’s the reason for my 
real rap penmanship/That’s where I started it and that’s where I’mma finish it.” Overall, “Apollo Kids” is 
decent. It is not the most stunning display of lyricism or production, but it gets the job done.

– Jenna Romell

– Xavier Carr

Cage The Elephant
Thank You, Happy Birthday

Keri Hilson
No Boys Allowed

– Megan Sigler

– Rachel Baran

Jamie Foxx’s new album, “Best Night of My Life,” in its entirety, is slightly confusing. Some of the 
songs are up-beat songs about love, among other things, while others seem like Foxx was trying to 
remake a Lil’ Wayne song. Included in this album are songs featuring other artists such as Justin 

Timberlake, Rick Ross, T.I., Rico Love, Ludacris, Wiz Khalifa, Soulja Boy and Drake. While a few of 
these tunes are catchy, such as “Winner” and “Freak,” each of them is annoying in its own way. Whether 
it sounds like a song from the ’90s or a Drake remake, none of them are going to be top hits anytime 
soon. As far as a comeback album goes, he could have done much better. The most enjoyable song on 
the album is the last one, “Living Better Now.” The title tells all, and while the song is catchy, it’s badly 
written and very juvenile. Why is it that rappers can never make a song without including other rappers? 
Next time, Foxx should probably do his own thing and leave out all of the popular artists. Maybe if he 
tried to do his own thing, he’d come up with something a little better.  

Cage the Elephant has made their fearless return with their new album, “Thank You, Happy 
Birthday.” The band had a long period of time between their two albums, which allowed for a 
lot of growing up. Their change in style and maturity really stands out in the new album. They 

experienced a lot of musical growth and sound now more like rock and roll. There is an obvious emotion 
in the album that cannot be ignored. It seems like they really poured their hearts into every song with 
their gutless emotion. The band has exceeded expectations and sky–rocketed in their talents toward 
music. The singing and rhythm of the band has greatly improved as well as the beat and percussion. The 
drums are showcased throughout the album, as they were expertly recorded. Cage the Elephant is all 
about staying true to your identity and they religiously follow through with that during the whole album. 
Many of their songs on their new album are about not conforming to anything. The band just did what 
they love with this new release and the end result was a mind-blowing album full of contagious energy. 

Irony takes center stage with the release of Keri Hilson’s sophomore album entitled “No Boys 
Allowed,” which includes features from Kanye West, Rick Ross and Chris Brown. The single from the 
disc, “Pretty Girl Rock,” exudes confidence and a sense of female empowerment, areas in which the 

remainder of the album is quite lacking. In fact, throughout tracks such as “Bahm Bahm” and “Buyou,” 
Hilson frequently belts lyrics like “Oh boy, you got me going crazy” and “So baby shut it up til you show 
me dollas.” Regardless of the deceptive title, Beyonce fans will fall in love with Hilson’s sound and enjoy 
the input from the album’s male guest stars; however, Rihanna followers should steer clear from “One 
Night Stand,” an awkwardly seductive track featuring Chris Brown. The album hosts a heavy, electronic 
beat not quite fit for dancing, but still not appropriate for a relaxing soundtrack. Full of mixed signals and 
contradictory messages, Hilson’s “No Boys Allowed” falls short of expectations. 
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True Grit

– Emily Deeds

How Do You Know

– Rachel Baran
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You’ll know it’s a rom-com when the tissues start flying. 
Director to the stars James L. Brooks’ latest film “How 

Do You Know” may be unconventional, but remains stuck 
under the somewhat unattractive label that will no doubt deter a 
large number of otherwise loyal moviegoers. 

The film begins as former national softball league player Lisa 
(Reese Witherspoon) is dropped from the team lineup, an instance 
that leaves her looking towards the affirmations written on Post-It 
notes on her bathroom mirror for guidance. Coincidentally, George 
(Paul Rudd), the man Lisa goes on a blind date with, has just recently 
been fired from his high-profile business position below his father 
(Jack Nicholson) and finds himself amidst a federal investigation. 
As the two bond over life’s difficulties, Lisa remains somewhat 
loyal to her major-league pitcher boyfriend Matty (Owen Wilson), 
which makes for a frustrating love triangle. 

“How Do You Know” stays true to its label with the almost 
overwhelming sense of optimism and ample amounts one-liners. 
Romantic comedy lovers will rejoice over the not-quite-but-almost 
gooey storyline and musings of love-scorned George. Lisa’s 
relationship with Matty leaves a tad to be desired; the on-again-
off-again whirlwind may leave viewers with whiplash. 

Witherspoon’s character can come across as frustratingly 

thick at times, figuring out things the audience knew two hours 
earlier; her somewhat shallow character flaws are ultimately what 
undermine the believability of the plotline. 

Although this film is packed with big-name stars like 
Witherspoon, Rudd and Wilson, it is the supporting roles and 
actors that steal the show—overwhelmingly sweaty Nicholson is 
the villain with a heart (however small) everyone loves to hate, 
while George’s secretary (Kathryn Hahn) and her boyfriend (Lenny 
Venito) play out an extremely scripted, though very whimsical and 
charming hospital scene. 

This film is like a golden-retriever puppy: adorable, charming, 
often messy─but worth seeing in the end.

Responsible for creating instant classics such as “The Big 
Lebowski” and “No Country for Old Men,” Joel and Ethan 
Coen have once again made a film to be remembered. 

However, for those of you expecting something similar to the 
1969 version of the film starring John Wayne, don’t. 

Although the story line is the same, the remake of the classic 
western “True Grit” has brilliant performances making it one of 
the best films of the year. 

14-year-old Mattie Ross (Hailee Steinfeld) is on quest to see 
her father’s killer Tom Cheney (Josh Brolin) brought to justice. 
Young Hailee Steinfeld is the epitome of a “rising star.” In her film 

debut she gives an equally compelling performance as the film’s 
other distinguished actors. Her performance as Mattie Ross has 
also earned her a Golden Globe Nomination.

Mattie’s grief-stricken mother is incapable of accomplishing 
anything in regards to her father’s death, so Mattie sees to it that 
everything will be taken care of. Knowing she would be unable to 
avenge her father’s death alone, she seeks out the aging, fat, and 
always drunk U.S. Marshall Rooster Cogburn played to perfection 
by Jeff Bridges. 

Against his very obvious wishes, Mattie insists on accompanying 
him, and along the way, they are joined by Le Boeuf (pronounced 
Le Beef), the extremely arrogant Texas Ranger played by a hilarious 
Matt Damon. The three of them set out into Indian Territory in 
search of Cheney. In the process, there are many arguments, and 
tensions rise – putting their journey in jeopardy and keeping you 
on the edge of your seat.

Strong bonds and surprising friendships are formed between 
Ross, Cogburn and Le Boeuf, making “True Grit” a film that can 
be enjoyed by both young and old. Overall, “True Grit” consisted 
of everything a movie should. It is suspenseful, funny and 
heartwarming.

Although some scenes are gory and may be difficult for the 
squeamish, “True Grit” is one of the most worthwhile films of 
2010.
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The Akron men’s soccer team gave 
the nation reason to “Fear the Roo” 
in the national championship Dec. 

19, 2010 in Santa Barbara, California 
against Louisville. 

According to an article from GoZIPS.
com, they won the championship 1-0 
with a late goal scored in the second half 
by sophomore Scott Caldwell; it was the 
university’s first national championship in 
any sport.

“The team has a rare combination of 
talent and winning qualities,” said Caleb 
Porter, The Universtiy of Akron head 
coach, in the article. “When you put the 
two together, it’s a powerful thing. That’s 
why we won the national championship — 
the combination of those two things.”

Freshman Brian Nickel, who plays 
soccer, said he expected Akron’s success 
this year.

“They’ve had a good program for a 
while,” he said.

Sophomore David Fraley agreed.
“They went to the championship last 

year but lost,” he said. “So I was expecting 
them to do good again.”

Fraley said because the team is local, the 
win had a large impact.

“I was glad it was so close to us,” he 
said. “It was sort of like a home victory for 
where we live.”

Hoover soccer coach Mr. Brian 
Girdlestone, who went to Akron for a time, 
agreed the locality of Akron made the win 
exciting.

“I was very excited and very happy for 
them partly because I attended Akron for a 
part of college and partly because they are 

a local school,” he said. 
Girdlestone said people enjoy watching 

Akron’s team play.
“People in the area like to see local 

schools do well,” he said. “Like the 
expression, ‘Everybody loves a winner,’ 
[there is] a lot of truth to that.”

Fraley said the quality of Akron’s 
program is a large reason for their success.

“Their program brings in really good 
players and it’s just a team that knows how 
to train and get ready for a good season,” 
he said. 

Girdlestone agreed the 
program brings in a lot of 
good recruits. 

“Because they have a good 
reputation, good players want 
to go there,” he said. “When 
[a team wins], people want to 
go there, they don’t care where 
it is, it could be in Alaska; people want to 
go there.”

Nickel said  he expects Akron’s success 
to continue next year partly because of the 
players that want to play for Akron.

“They have a lot of good recruits from 
out of the country, and they’re defending 
champs now,” he said. 

Girdlestone shared the hope for next year 
but pointed out that anything can happen.

“You never know,” he said. “One thing 
you can’t predict is injuries.”

He said  the reputation gives the team an 
added edge. 

“Since they have the reputation now of 
being a great soccer school, I would think 
that they would continue to do very well,” 
he said.

Fraley also said he thinks they will 
continue to be successful and make it to the 

“I was glad it was so close to us. 
It was sort of like a home victory 

for where we live.”
– David Fraley

championship again.
“They are always a good soccer team 

every year, and if they make it to the 
championship again, we’re good,” he said.

Girdlestone also said he thought 
some of the biggest reasons for Akron 
University’s success this year were “hard 
work, dedication, and belief in themselves 
and the team.” He also believes that Akron 
has a good team atmosphere. 

“They would have to have a good team 
chemistry too because it only takes a few 

people to ruin that,” he said.
Porter said  the team had dedication, 

spirit and the ability to bounce back from 
last year’s loss. 

“I am proud of my team,” he said.  “It’s 
been a long journey. It started Dec. 14 after 
a bitter, painful loss to Virginia last year, 
which ended on one kick. For these guys to 
recover from that; move on and work even 
harder is an absolute tremendous credit 
to these guys. They have been hungry all 
year; dug deep, kept going, kept fighting 
and refused to lose.”

Emily Jakowski
Staff Writer

Akron men’s soccer team wins big
Team ends season as national champions

nv

n(from left to right) An Akron player 
watches as his shot passes a Cal State 
Northridge goalie. The game was held 
Sept. 17 in Akron. n Akron’s team poses 
for their winning picture after defeating 
Louisville 1-0. The team won the national 
championship.
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For some people, staying inside their 
comfort zones is satisfying, but for 
seniors Josh LaFleur, Emily Dent 

and Jon McAllister, that is not enough.
There is not a specific definition for 

an extreme sport; however, they are often 
associated with the adrenaline rush that is 
felt by the participant.

LaFleur said he understands this feeling 
and said he tries to get as much out of it as 
he can while he rides his dirt bike.

“I love the freedom on a dirt bike,” 
LaFleur said. “It takes someone who rides 
to seriously understand it.”

LaFleur said he has been riding dirt 
bikes ever since his dad put him on one at 
the age of four.

“My dad had my brothers and me on 
motorized vehicles from a really early 
age,” LaFleur said.

LaFleur said he believes dirt bike riding 
is an extreme sport because it is difficult 
and challenging.

“It is definitely an extreme sport,” 
LaFleur said. “I risk more than the average 
person.”

LaFleur said he hopes to one day go 
professional with the support of his family.

“My team is my family, and my mom 
[is] my support,” LaFleur said. “Everyone 
has a dream and I will try to pursue mine.”

Another 
e x t r e m e 
sport that 
is popular 
d u r i n g 
the winter 
months is snowboarding and Dent is quite 
familiar with the slopes.

“This is my second year snowboarding,” 
Dent said. “I’ve skied for about six years 
and then I just decided that I wanted to try 
something new.”

Although she did not originally begin 
as a snowboarder, she said she has really 
come to enjoy it.

“My favorite thing about snowboarding 
is that it can be pretty tough, so you have to 
work at getting better,” Dent said.

In order to get better, Dent said she 
travels to various places with friends and 
family.

“I go to Boston Mills and Brandywine 
once a week [with my friends],” she said. 
“Every January my family and I go up to 
Peak n’ Peak in New York as well.”

Among the variety of extreme sports, 
McAllister chooses to participate in one 
that is unknown to most.

“I like long boarding because it is 
chill,” McAllister said. “The board is like 
a skateboard but usually a bit longer and 
wider and the wheels are bigger.”

However, if it 
were not for senior 
David Radosevic, 
McAllister said 
he would not have 
ever gotten into the 

sport.
“My [friend] Dave got one and notified 

me of how incredible it was,” McAllister 
said. “Eventually his little brother got one 
as well, but he never rides it, so I use his.”

The most convenient part about long 
boarding is that it does not require extensive 
race tracks or large skate parks, according 
to McAllister.

“When we ride we either adventure 
around, risk our lives on Brumbaugh 
Street, or go downtown and...ride in the 
city,” McAllister said.

Because long boarding can be dangerous 
at times, McAllister said he considers it to 

“Everyone has a dream and I will 
try to pursue mine.”

– Josh LaFleur

Ashlea Thomas
Staff Writer

Taking sports to the extreme
Students engage in high-activity sports

be a very extreme sport.
“It can be extreme if you bomb crazy 

fast hills and hit a pot hole or something,” 
McAllister said. “I’m pretty sure all of 
us have bled from falling one time or 
another.”nv

n (from top to bottom) Senior Jon McAllister 
shows off his longboard. n Senior Emily Dent 
snowboards down the slopes.
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Women athletes excel
Lady Vikings, others seek recognition

In a society known for equality between 
men and women, there is certainly one 
aspect in which men seem to be favored 

over women – sports. 
Whether it’s professional, college or high 

school, men’s sports tend to get more fans 
and more media attention than women’s. 
According to sportsillustrated.com, only 3 
of the past 52 issues have featured a woman 
on the cover. 

Health teacher Mrs. Erika Ruch said 
women’s sports are certainly overlooked. 

“[Women] are definitely 
underrepresented in the media,” she said. 
“Professionally, only 4 percent of athletic 
events covered on TV are female.”

Ruch said the reason for this is that men 
tend to watch sports more than women.

“The majority of  the audience for sports 
are male, and men like men’s sports more 
than women’s,” she said. 

Sophomore history teacher Mr. Dave 
Burtscher has a different opinion.

“There’s such an emphasis on men’s 
sports because there’s so many male sports 
to follow so there’s nothing left for women,” 
he said. “They tend to take a backseat.” 

Although many sports can be played by 
both men and women, some sports such as 
football are mainly reserved for the men. 
Although, a women’s football team has 
been attempted numerous times before. 
Ruch said that it would be difficult for a 
professional women’s football team to stay 
in existence.

“It probably 
wouldn’t survive 
financially, but more 
power to those women 
who want to play 
professional women’s 
football,” she said. 
“I’d watch it.”

Burtscher said that due to the rough and 
brutal environment of football, a women’s 
football team might not be such a great 
idea.

“I know how physically demanding 
and gruesome men’s football is,” he said. 
“I’m not in any way opposed to women’s 
sports, but I would not let my daughter play 
football because of the violence.”

Sophomore lacrosse player Aly Jajack 

disagreed and said she 
would love to play 
provided that the rules 
weren’t changed. 

“The rules would 
probably be changed 
a lot between the two 
different genders, 
similar to the difference 
in men’s and women’s 
lacrosse,” she said. “I 
think that it’s pathetic 
that women can’t be as 
aggressive as they wish 
to be.”

As for sports in 
general, Jajack said the 
reason for women being 
overlooked in sports is 
because of the slower 
pace and less amount 
of action compared to 
men.

“Guys are usually 
more competitive, 
which creates a 
better atmosphere for 
watching the game,” 
Jajack said. 

Ruch agreed and 
also said it’s harder to 
find channels on TV to 
watch women’s sports.

“It seems that 
women’s sports are 
on ESPN2 or ESPNU, 

so you need 
special channels 
to find a female 
game,” Ruch 
said. “Luckily, 
I have those 
channels.”

As for 
Hoover High 

School, Ruch said she’s impressed by 
the recognition of women’s sports at the 
school.

“I think it really has to do with all the 
success that our girls have achieved,” she 
said. “Girl’s games  at Hoover definitely 
have a lot more fans compared to other 
schools.”

Burtscher agreed.
“All of the teachers, students and 

community really respect [the girls sports 
at Hoover],” he said.

Burtscher also said the print media has 
come a long way in the past few years 
regarding coverage in female sports. 

“In the last five to ten years, there’s 
been an increase in popularity of women’s 
sports,” he said. “People are more respecting 
of them.”

Despite the increased recognition of 
women’s sports, Jajack said they still 
deserve more attention.

“They’re trying their best,” Jajack said. 
“Their sport is just as important as the 
men’s sport is.”

“Professionally, only 4 
percent of athletic events 

covered on TV are female.”
– Mrs. Erika Ruch

n Sophomore Rachel Eastman blocks an 
opponent on the field. Hoover’s girls la-
crosse team will soon enter its third sea-
son.
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Cleveland, 
Ohio—one 
of the 

most desolate 
landscapes in the 
sporting world  is 
now completely 
consumed by a 
torrent of wallow 
and self-pity. The 
Cavaliers began 
the season and 
are completely 

irrelevant once more. The Indians and the 
Browns are just as dismal as ever. So, I 
guess all I can tell you is that your average 
Cleveland fan will be beleaguered for 
what seems to be the long haul. 
But hey, at least we have Peyton 
Hillis.

Anyway, I’m not here to depress 
you with another “hate Cleveland” 
bulletin. We already hear enough 
of that in the national media. No, 
I’m here to spread a much more 
encouraging message about Ohio’s 
sports. So, without further ado, I would 
like to advise all Michigan fans to stop 
reading this column.

The Ohio State University. Sounds 
impressive, right? To quote one of my 
favorite sports analysts, “Ohio State is 
the flagship of the Big Ten Conference.” 
In another edition of ‘Pardon the 
Interruption’ prior to the Sugar Bowl, Tony 
Kornheiser paid this ultimate compliment 
to OSU’s Football program. My pride as an 
Ohio sports fan swelled to unbelievable 
heights at that exact moment. After the 
Big Ten laid a New Year’s egg by going 
0-5 in its bowl games, it was up to OSU 
to represent. It was up to OSU to prove 
that we could compete with the big, bad 
SEC teams. Kornheiser aptly said the 
Buckeyes had to obtain a win in order 
to maintain the Big Ten’s image as a 
competitive conference.

January 3, 2011: the day of the Sugar 
Bowl. True, the Buckeyes blew a great 
opportunity to return to the national 
championship with a loss to Wisconsin. 
But what is in the past still remains in the 
past. The Buckeyes showed up to play in 
the present. Not in the looming five-game 

suspensions, but in the gloom and ire of 
a nine-game losing streak to SEC teams. 

So, how would the Buckeyes respond 
to the pressure? In my opinion, they did 
quite well. They basically dominated an 
entire half of play. Seemingly, at halftime, 
OSU had it in the bag. Obviously, my 
parents and I knew there was a lot of 
football game left at this point, but we 
had no premonitions of the drama that 
was to come. OSU had its lead reduced 
five points. And with less than two 
minutes left in the game, I felt pretty 
safe with a punt and a run-out-the-clock 
scenario. But then, disaster struck. The 
punt was blocked, and Arkansas gained 
possession practically in the end zone. I 

thought the game was over. Of course it 
was too good to be true. How could an 
Ohio team ever win anything?

Well, it turns out that an Ohio team 
can win something. A critical interception 
on the ensuing play ended the game and 
made OSU the Sugar Bowl champions. 
After a cynical and depressing year 
of watching Cleveland 
lose at not one, not two, 
but three sports. I had 
forgotten my pride in 
Ohio’s sports. But it turns 
out that I can always hang 
my head on The Ohio 
State University. They’re 
here to represent. And 
they’re here to stay. The 
flagship of the Big Ten 
snapped its nine-game 
losing streak to SEC 
teams, and I remembered 
what had made me so 
fond of Ohio’s sports 
programs. Ohio was a 
champion that night, 
and not a single national 
panelist could take that 
away from me. I was truly 

proud to be an Ohioan.
And so, Cleveland fans don’t need to 

look glum about their teams all the time. 
Just take a quick look to the capitol of 
our state that lies two hours south of us. 
Cleveland teams will get better. It may 
take five years, it may take ten. But one 
day, we will be relevant again. And this 
time, perhaps I’ll get to see a Cleveland 
championship in my lifetime. I guess I’ll 
just have to remain patient as always. 

In the future, we do have the ability to 
draft stars. Anybody else feel like drafting 
Marcus Jordan, the son of Michael 
Jordan, to the Cavs? (He might actually 
stay! Weird, huh?) And with Colt McCoy at 
the helm of the Browns, the future may 

hold something positive for our 
otherwise beleaguered football 
team. Additionally, the Browns 
don’t have to look far to find good 
football players. OSU has plenty 
of them, and I hate it when I see 
them making tackles and great 
plays for other professional teams. 

If the Browns were to draft a few, who 
knows? Bright and shiny days could be 
on the horizon.

And hey, at least I don’t have to suffer 
through being a Patriots or Lakers fan 
and watch my teams win all the time. And 
maybe, just maybe, I’m a better person 
for it.

C l i n t  Y o o s Proud to be an Ohioan
Yoos got nothin’ on me

Big Ten
“Ohio State is the flagship of the

                       Conference.”
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Sports Briefs

– Clint Yoos
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Girls Swimming
The girl’s swim team continues to dominate in the water with their latest win 
over Green. Winning with a score of 111-72, the girls pulled together to win 
several events. Team contributors were juniors Emily Evans, Elise Schliffika, 
Jeana Schaper, sophomore Rebekah Acuna and senior Jacquelyn Misanik. All 
three relay teams were successful, bringing in points for the team. Their record 
now stands at 7-1, with a home game against GlenOak later in the week.

Boys Hockey
The boys hockey team’s record is currently 4-7-1 overall, but in 
their league, their record is 2-2. Senior captain Mason Koonce is 
a lead scorer of the team and senior captain Dave Werwinski is the 
lead scorer in overall points. Some upcoming games are versus Au-
rora and Western Reserve Academy. Be sure to go cheer on the boys 
at home as they compete against Mayfield in their tenth league game 
Jan. 28.

Boys Swimming 
The boys swim team’s record is currently 5-1 which includes wins against 
Copley, Massillon, Lake, Boardman and Firestone, making their only loss 
against Hudson. Juniors Thomas Tedrow, Mitch Alters and sophomore Ste-
phen Watson have all been chosen as the county’s swimmer of the week. Se-
nior Zac Hawkins, Tedrow, Alters, Watson and sophomore Brian Giannetti are 
currently ranked first in the county in their specific events. 

Over winter break, the JV and varsity team traveled to Toledo for the St. John 
tournament. The varsity team received 1st place. Placers for varsity were Sam 
Wakser, Joey Howard, Ryan Teis, Jordan Wakser, Alex Poinar, Andy Fausnight, 
Tyler Stoltz and Spencer Keeler. The JV team received fifth;  placers included 
Cam Haverfield, Dylan Sanderson, Tyson Freeman, Michael Belus, Justin 
Small, Nick Duff, Tyler Maloy and Max Sopp. The wrestling team lost to 
Lake with a score of 32-24. Ryan Teis received his 100th win.

Wrestling

n Sophomore Kelsey Peare drives to the basket against a 
McKinley defender. The girls fell to the Bulldogs 70-32.

Despite a tough loss to McKinley at the beginning of the month, 
the Lady Vikings continue to play hard with a record of 7-1. They 
defeated Kenmore with a score of 67-44. Hannah Romano had 15 
points while Kelsey Peare contributed ten points. The girls will face 
Jackson Jan. 22.

Girls Basketball

AJ CROFFORD
Viking View
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Following one of the most dramatic finishes in college foot-
ball history, Heisman trophy winner Cam Newton led his 
Auburn Tigers to a national championship by defeating the 

Oregon Ducks 22-19. But in the high school realms, it seems 
football is be nothing but a distant memory. However, the Su-
per Bowl is still looming on the horizon for football fans every-
where.

As Cleveland sports look to rebuild, the Hoover Vikings con-
tinue to show their excellence in varying athletic events.

In other events, the boys and girls have been playing well 
on the hard court. The boys basketball team dropped just one 
game to Lake 47-51. Following that, the boys team captured a 
three game winning streak by defeating Perry with a comfortable 
margin of 65-51. As the rest of the season progresses, the boys 
will look to continue to make progress and advance deep into the 

playoffs.
The girls just moved to a record of 6-1 with a win over Perry 

56-33. The girls rebounded from their first loss of the season to 
McKinley, which ended with a score of 70-32. The girls will keep 
looking to improve as the season moves forward, and will also 
look to be competitive in the playoffs.

In swimming, the boys most recently scored a win over Green 
Jan. 7. Additionally, the girls were also able to score a victory over 
Green the same day. The boys and girls will look to continue their 
winning ways when they match against GlenOak Jan. 14. They 
will swim at the North Canton YMCA. 

So, no matter what your preference is, the winter sports season 
will keep on rolling. Warmer weather is on its way, but until then, 
bundle up, grab some hot cocoa and catch as much action as pos-
sible. Winter won’t last forever.

Viking View
s stOCk PhOtO
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n (Clockwise from top left) Senior Kelsey Acell performs a 
trick off of the vault during a YMCA meet Jan. 8. Hoover’s 
first gymnastics meet is Jan. 22. n Driving to the basket, 
senior McKenzie Besse goes around a McKinley defender. 
The girls have a record of 9-2. n Senior Ryan Teis wrestles 
with a Lake opponent Jan. 6. The Hoover boys were de-
feated 32-24. n Senior Nyles Evans drives  past a Perry de-
fender in the game Jan. 7. Hoover won the Federal league 
match-up 65-51.

sports

captured

AJ CROFFORD
CELESTE GOLDIE
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