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The Viking Views is a student-run newspaper produced seven times a year to ap-
proximately 1,900 students and staff, as well as members of the community. As student 
editors make content decisions independently of the school’s staff and administration, the 
paper is considered a forum for student opinion. It is therefore exempt from prior review 
or restraint in both principle and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encouraged. Letters must be signed, but, upon 
request, they may be published anonymously at the discretion of the staff. The Viking 
Views reserves the right to edit letters for space and content in order to maintain the pa-
per’s high standards against obscenity, libelous material, and personal attacks. Letters that 

exhibit a blatant disregard for such standards will not be considered for publication.
Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a majority of the editorial board. No one 

individual may be held responsible for the opinions expressed therein. Signed editorials 
and columns reflect the opinion of the writer and not The Viking Views, adviser or school. 
The Viking Views takes all measures possible to make a clear distinction between fact and 
opinion in all news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views will print retractions as they are brought to 
the attention of the staff.          
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Dear Readers,Letter from the Editors

Your Editors,

Keeping warm this winter has been a real struggle, 
so make sure to read the snow day scoop on page 6. 
Also on the topic of snow, make sure to get the details 
on one of Hoover High Schools favorite things: blizzard 
bags. 

If you missed the Teens of the Months in the Repository, 
make sure to read about these teens and their great 
accomplishments in the features section. Many students 
in high school have a job or are looking to be employed. 
On page 12, students talk about how they take on the 
challenge of having a job and manage school work at 
the same time. 

Do you ever wonder what it would be like to be a twin, 
an only child or even being adopted? We get “InDepth” 
on the day in the life of these families and the everyday 
disputes they face. 

Beauty and the Beast was a beautiful performance. 
Entertainment this issue gets “backstage” and talks with 
some of the characters about the show and all of their 
hard work put forth into making the musical a big hit.

In sports news, Hoover softball Coach Jerry 
Goodpasture is recognized nationally for being such an 
encouraging and hard working coach, catch the story 
on page 39.

We hope everyone tries to stay as warm as they can 
this spring break. From The Viking Views to Hoover High 
School, Happy March!
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NEWS|

— Abbott Electric Inc.
— Ameriprise Financial 
    Advisor — Steve Landy
— DeHOFF Realtors
— Dr. Charles E. Belles & Dr. Ted
    A. Rath — Optometrists
— John and Patty Crofford 
    and Family
— Drs. Brandau & Unger 
— The Becker Family 
— Canton Women’s Center 
— Pat and Kristen DeChellis
— Ermanno’s Legendary Pizza
— The Esber Family
— Mike and Lynnette Gallina
— The Greenwald Family/ 
    GDK & Company 
— Gregory Industries
— Gary and Shirley Horton
— Vic and Cynthia Hunt
— Dave and Marge Johnson
— Dave and Barb Johnson
— The Leeson Family
— The Luthy-Moneypenny Family
— North Canton Veterinary Clinic
— Thomas M. Paumier, D.D.S. 
— I R Power Cable Co.
— Portage Sunoco
— Tom and Tonya Preston
— Kisling, Nestico & Redick 
    @ 1-800-HURT-NOW 
— Rhonda F. & Andrea M. Com-
    pany, DDS and Associates
— RS Expediting 
— Salon 3
— Schoolhouse Quilt Shop
— Water Soduk, D.D.S. 
    “For all your smile needs”
— Roger and Erika Stewart
— St. Paul Lifeteen
— John, Elaine, Maria, Tim and
   Eleanor Stroia
— George T. Williams, D.D.S.
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n Hoover hosted the District 8 High 
School Band and Choir Event March 
7-8. Hoover, Jackson, New Philadelphia, 
Alliance, Minerva, and Tuscarawas Valley 
high schools competed. Symphonic 
bands, concert bands, and wind 
ensembles performed at the event.

n The ASL, French, German and Spanish 
clubs will be hosting an International 
Game Day March 19. The club members 
will come together to play games and ice 
cream will be provided afterward. 

n The Social Studies Department 
recently ended another successful food 
drive for the twentieth consecutive year. 
Benefits go to impoverished families 
throughout the Canton area.

n National Honor Society introduced 
its new members during the induction 
ceremony, which was held March 10. 
Although originally scheduled for Jan. 
27, it had to be rescheduled due to snow 
days. President Claire James led the 
induction.

n In late January, the Little Art Gallery 
held an opening reception for students, 
staff and parents to visit with the artist 
for the first time this year. Nearly 230 
people attended the opening.

n National Honor Society will be holding 
its annual Super Service Saturday  April 
5. The event is a requirement for all NHS 
members, where they spend the Saturday 
volunteering around the community and 
in the school. Senior Mitch Fabian will be 
running the event.

nStudents and staff were forced to 
evacuate the building Feb. 21 during 13th 
period due to a tripped fire alarm (below).
 
n The Hoover Chess Team competed 
in the League Championships Feb. 22, 
taking home the first place trophy and 
keeping their title as league champions 
for the third year in a row. Senior Sean 
Griswold took fifth with a score of 3.5, 
and Senior Mitch Fabian took first with a 
perfect score of 5.0 — the second year in 
a row. Hoover now holds the league record 
for most consecutive championship wins.

n Three Hoover choirs, Symphonic Choir, 
Women’s Chorale and Freshman Choir 
participated in OMEA Contest at Lake High 
School March 8. The choirs were judged 
on pieces they prepared beforehand and 
sight-reading. 

n The Ohio Graduation Test [OGT] week took 
place March 10-14. Freshman, juniors 
and seniors were allowed to come in late, 
while sophomores came into school at the 
regular time to take their standardized 
tests required for graduation. 
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AROUND THE WORLD    MARCH 2014

Western Austrailia 
Geoligists found the 
oldest the oldest piece 
of earth in a sheep 
ranch. This crystal 
dated back 4.4 billion 
years. 

Los Angeles  
The 86th Annual Academy 
Awards took place March 2 at 
the Samual Goldwyn Theater in 
Beverly Hills. “12 Years a Slave” 
won Best Picture.

Kano, Nigeria
Three villages were bombed 
in Kano, Nigeria, injuring many 
civilians and causing about 20 
deaths. 

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA 

North Korea 
Australian missionary John 
Short was released in early 
March from North Korea 
after a month of being 
detained for breaking the 
law.

Ukraine
Russian president Vladimir 
Putin is supporting military 
intervention by Russian troops 
into the Crimea region of 
Ukraine. Much of the western 
world is concerned that Putin 
is attempting to spread his 
influence beyond the Russian 
border.
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‘blizzard’
Trent Cash 
Staff Writer

Between snow days, freezing temperatures, online 
assignments and calamity days, students are trying to
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Polar vortexes occur seasonally at the North Pole with frigid polar 
winds circling the Arctic at more than 100 mph (160 kph).

1. Spinning counterclockwise; 
winds trap cold Arctic air

2. Vortex weakens, splits apart

3. Arctic air moves south; system 
is not just cold air,
but actual Arctic air

4. Vortex weakens, dissipates

suggested that warming 
temperatures in the Arctic may 
be responsible for disrupting a 
vortex

Source: NOAA, Weather Underground, Weather Channel, NASA, AP
Graphic: Melina Yingling

A deep freeze

Polar vortex moving down

Why split?

Record-breakingTemperatures through Monday night

© 2014 MCT
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polar vortex
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NASA images
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The winter of 2013-14 has been 
brutal. With record lows and snow 
accumulations, memories of the 

Blizzard of 1977-78 have been flooding 
back for many. 

A few years back, the State of Ohio Board 
of Education added a new program known 
as the blizzard bag program. Blizzard bags 
offer a system where students complete 
activities at home and are not required to 
make the day up at the end of the year; in 
total, three blizzard bag days are allowed.

North Canton City Schools has opted 
out of the program until this school year, 
but the decision came to Superintendent 
Mr. Michael Hartenstein’s desk in the face 
of 10 snow days.*

The Ohio House and Senate 
overwhelmingly voted March 12 to allow 
schools to write off up to four additional 
days lost to weather on top of the five 
state law already allows, according to The 
Toledo Blade. House Bill 416 will head to 
Gov. John Kasich’s desk.

Blizzard bags have received mixed 
reviews from students. For senior Maddie 
Plaster, the work did not pertain to the 

lessons in class.
“It was completely 

irrelevant to what we were 
learning in class and was 
pure busy work,” Plaster 
said. “Blizzard bags can’t 
compensate for the missed 
lectures and lessons, so 
I’d rather just go to school 
[into June] than do blizzard 
bags.”

However, it is not 
entirely up to the teachers 
or administration as to what 
falls under blizzard bag 
criteria.

“The Ohio Department 
of Education dictates what a 
district can and cannot do,” 
North Canton School Board 
President Mrs. Betty Fulton 
said. 

For Junior Mackenzie 
Leggett, the blizzard bags 
were a much appreciated opt-
out for days in the summer.

“I would rather have the 
blizzard bags,” she said. “I 
thought they were a good 
idea.”

Leggett didn’t believe 
that the blizzard bags went 

perfectly, however.
“There was [at times] miscommunication 

and confusion among students and teachers, 
which made me skeptical of the whole 
situation,” she said.

Student opinions aside, Hartenstein 
said the policy worked well given the time 
frame.

“We either had to do it or not, and, for 
being on such short notice, the staff and 
students all did a good job of making it 
work,” he said.

Fulton agreed. 
“The blizzard bags were an unknown 

concept...but blizzard bags were a way of 
keeping students engaged at home,” she 
said.

Regardless of what the winter of 2014-
15 will bring, the blizzard bag will be a 
policy of the past.

“Blizzard bags aren’t an option for next 
year because we’ll be moving to an hour-
based system, and North Canton exceeds 
the hour mandate by a large margin,” he 
said.

According to the Ohio Department of 
Education, districts change to an hour-
based schedule that was outlined when 
state legislators passed the budget. Instead 
of calamity days, districts will be able to 
schedule excess hours above the minimum 
number of required hours.

However, it’s unlikely that next year will 
be nearly as bad as this winter season.

“This winter has been unbelievable...
one of the worst I’ve ever seen, and I’ve 
lived all over,” Hartenstein said.

With the extreme circumstances 
regarding this winter, Fulton appreciated 
all the time and work invested. 

 “I want the teachers [and students] to 
know how much I appreciate all their time 
and effort in assigning and completing 
activities to make the blizzard bag work,” 
she said. “Education, after the safety of our 
students, is our priority.” n
*number of calamity days at time of publication

Survive
the
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“...you go from being a big fish in a small 
pond to a little fish in a big pond.”

— Zachary Catazaro

Alum Zachary Catazaro promoted to NYC Ballet soloist
Macie Moneypenny
Staff Writer

Most people dream of making it 
big. Achieving that dream can be 
a difficult task, especially when 

starting out in a small town like North 
Canton. 

For 2006 Hoover Alumnus Zachary 
Catazaro that dream has become a reality; 
he recently was promoted to soloist in the 
New York City Ballet [NYCB]. 

According 
to Catazaro, 
getting to 
where he is 
now was not 
an easy road. 

“I must 
have quit 
ballet about 
four or five 
times,” he 
said. “Even as 
a freshman going into high school, I didn’t 
think I wanted to go into ballet, but it all 
sort of fell into place.”

Catazaro said he studied at the School 
of American Ballet during the summers 
of 2003 and 2006. He then became an 
apprentice with the New York City Ballet 
in Oct. 2007. The following fall, Catazaro 
joined the NYCB corps de ballet. Since 
joining the NYCB, Catazaro has performed  
feature roles in productions such as “Romeo 
and Juliet,” “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
and “Swan Lake.” 

According to a Feb. 14 article in The 
New York Times, Mr. Peter Martins, the 
company’s ballet master-in-chief, informed 
Catazaro about the promotion after 
rehearsals on Feb. 13.  

Success in dance runs in the family 
for Catazaro. His mother, Ms. Jennifer 
Hayward, went to New York at a young 
age for dance as well, and she teaches at 
the Canton Ballet. 

“When I was little she [my mom] never 
had a babysitter for me, so she just took 
me to work with her,” Catazaro said. “So 
to keep me out of trouble, she put me into 
ballet classes.”

Hayward said she saw good signs in his 
dancing from the very beginning. 

“He was very coordinated in everything 

he did, from playing football in the front 
yard to dancing. Every time he danced,  he 
had beautiful line and looked natural no 
matter what position he was in.”

Although he visited New York a 
couple of times, he said living there was a 
completely different experience.

“When I got here, you go from a small 
ballet studio to where all the best dancers 
in the world go, so you go from being a big 
fish in a small pond to a little fish in a big 

pond.”  
Hayward, having had a similar 

experience, said she knew what was in 
store for her son. 

“We were able to make the proper 
preparations,” she 
said. 

As a soloist for 
the New York City 
Ballet, Catazaro said 
he must focus on hard 
work, dedication 
and endless amounts 
of time. 

“Tuesday through 
Saturday [10:30-
11:30 a.m.] we work 
in a ballet class, 
which is basically a 
warm up,” he said. 
“From 12 to 6 p.m., 
we rehearse ballets, 
and we probably 
rehearse four or five 
different ballets a 
day, and sometimes, 
the same ballet for 
that week.” 

F o l l o w i n g 
rehearsal, Catazaro 
said the productions 

begin.
“At night, we have performances of two 

or three different ballets,” he said. “We 
do about 40 different ballets within six 
weeks.”

Even when he has some free time from 
all of the practicing and performing, he still 
must maintain his physical strength.

“I will definitely do yoga, pilates or 
some basketball if I’m feeling up to it, but 
I can’t do anything to risk injury,” Catazaro 

said. 
According to a 

Feb. 11 review by 
New York Times 
critic Alastair 
Macaulay, Catazaro 
will do well with 
the New York City 
Ballet.

“It’s Mr. 
Catazaro’s stage 
presence, especially 

his upper-body distinction, that’s so 
majestic,” he wrote in his article. He also 
noted that while Catazaro had a minor role 
in “Dances at a Gathering,” there were 
times “when he calmly dominates.” n

A Viking virtuoso
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Nathnaiel Leeson
Jakob Vogley
Staff Writers

Leaders for positive change 
Project MOSAIC encourages students to make a difference

In high school, the focus seems to be 
more on appearance and social status 
than on things that matter. Hoover 

High School is no different. Designer jeans 
take precedence over personality, clique 
acceptance instead of tolerance. 

Project MOSAIC aims to break down the 
barriers that keep people apart, regardless 
of the origins of those barriers.

Project MOSAIC took place Feb. 7 in 
the library media center. It is an annual 
event where reputations, beliefs and social 
statuses are left at the door.  It is a day 
where everyone involved comes together 
as one to discuss, share and inspire each 
other in order to make Hoover High School 
a better environment for all, according to 
guidance counselor and project organizer 
Miss Amy Hilker.

“The experience itself is pretty special 
for the kids as they go through the day,” she 
said. “It’s an opportunity for the students 
and the staff to be in a new environment… 
learning things about each other that they 
don’t have the chance to learn in a normal 
classroom environment.”  

The acronym MOSAIC stands for 
Molding Our Students to be Accepting, 
Insightful and Compassionate.   The project, 
which began in 2007, sets the standard 
for valuing the differences that make the 
student body unique.  

Principal Mr. Anthony Pallija said 
Project MOSAIC is more than just unity, 
it’s about comfort as well. 

“People were feeling lost in a big high 
school,” Pallija said. 

In recent years, Hoover has seen an 
influx of students from all backgrounds and 
cultures, and the project aids in Hoover’s 
growing diversity and growing feeling of 
distance. 

It became apparent that something 
needed to be done in order to break down 
the growing barriers between the student 
body. That need was met in the form of an 
annual Project MOSAIC.     

According to Hilker, the theme for 
Project MOSAIC 2014 was “becoming a 
leader for positive change.”  The project 
included various staff, students and several 
guest speakers. With an emphasis on unity 
despite varying backgrounds, Project 
MOSAIC opened the eyes of those that 
took part to how truly unique Hoover High 
School is and how this diversity needs to be 
used in a positive way.

To begin the project, the students 
involved were given a brief overview of the 
entire day. They were given an explanation 
of what Project MOSAIC is and how 
students are elected to take part in this 
special event.

“I ask all teachers and staff members in 
the high school to give me names of kids 
who are strong leaders with strong opinions 
who might benefit from Project MOSAIC,” 
Hilker said. 

Project MOSAIC was split into two 
parts.  The morning consisted of activities 
within small groups that students were 
assigned into upon arrival. 

These activities helped to break the ice, 
and allow those involved time to get to 

know each other, and feel more comfortable 
amongst one another, according to junior 
Michaela Morris, who participated in the 
project.

“We learned about each other, talked, 
and got comfortable with one each other,” 
she said.

To aid in the process of getting more 
comfortable, the project leaders organized 
a collective circle activity, in which all of 
the students stood side by side and were, as 
a group, asked questions. When a question 
pertained to an individual, that person 
would step forward. 

According to sophomore and Project 
MOSAIC participant Reagan Worstell, 
the activity helped to increase the overall 
close-knit feeling of the activity.

“It’s amazing how many people go 
through the same things you do,” she said. 

That afternoon, participants once again 
rejoined their groups and began the more 
independent part of the seminar. Depending 
on what group a student was assigned, they 
went on to different stations that were set 
up throughout the building.

“[Through these activities] We talked 
about our own characteristics and how we 
can better help the school,” Morris said. 

 After the stations finished, the students 
reassembled in the library to discuss the 
day’s happenings and how it made it will 
affect them in their daily interactions. 
Overall, the feelings of the day were 
overwhelmingly positive, and that unity 
was a definite necessity. 

“Not everybody has to be your best 
friend, but we have to get along,” Pallija 
said. n
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Faith United 
Methodist Church
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330.499.6040
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Rev. Cara E. Stultz Costello
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Novels, Star Wars, Star Trek and 

More.
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HAZEL’S                  
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The Greentown Barbershop
On The Square

“Get Handsome”
Hours:  M-F  8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
             Sat.   8 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Phone: 330-499-7579
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Hoover’s talented teens
Madison DeChellis
Staff Writer

Naomi Kasturiarachi
Receiving this special honor came by 

surprise to Kasturiarachi. Her dream of 
becoming a doctor has kept her motivated 
to succeed each and every day. 

Kasturiarachi maintains straight A’s and 
stays involved in her community along 
with having a talent in gymnastics. 

“It all just works and falls into place,” 
she said.

Kasturiarachi’s biggest role models and 
mentors are her parents. From Sri Lanka, 
they came to this country and started their 
lives. 

“They made a good life for my sisters 
and I,” she said.

Kasturiarachi’s biggest word of advice 
to future Teens of the Month is to be 
yourself and as honest as you can on the 
application. 

“A lot of students at Hoover deserve 
it and I am really happy for Krish and 
Tiffany,” she added.

Along with the others, Tiffany Casturo 
felt very grateful and blessed to be given 
this opportunity. She has maintained 
good grades and is compassionate with 
everything she does along with a very 
warming personality.

Casturo’s motivation each and every 
day to succeed is to serve as a role model 
for her six nieces and nephew. Her biggest 
goals for the future are to get her nursing 
degree at Malone college and later on end 
up specializing in child oncology. 

“I want to help little kids get better from 
cancer,” she added.

Not only does Casturo have a heart for 
helping others, she has a heart for dance as 
well. Dance gives Casturo a good outlet 
and helps her develop as a person. 

“It is a really positive experience to just 
share your emotions,” Casturo said. n

Ambitious, motivated, studious and 
involved is what made Hoover’s 
Teens of the Month perfect 

candidates for the position. Every month, 
many seniors apply for Repository Teen of 
the Month while the Teen Board helps with 
the process. Application after application, 
the Teen Board looks for well-rounded 
students with community involvement, 
honors, awards and plans for the future. 

Teen Board Vice President senior 
Corrin Pelini said the applications are very 
impressive. 

“The fact that these teens make time to 
keep their grades so stellar and have time 
to participate in other activities in school 
and the community is amazing and they 
deserved to be recognized,” Pelini said.

This school year, senior Naomi 
Kasturiarachi was awarded September 
Teen of the Month along with February 
Teens of the Month, seniors Krish Dewan 
and Tiffany Casturo. 

“These applicants had something 
that stood out and were meant to be the 
candidates,” Pelini said.

Students named Repository Teens of the Month

Krish Dewan
Krish Dewan has had a goal to become 

Teen of the Month since he was a child. 
Dewan has guided his interests and has 
been as competitive as he could. He has 
looked forward and saw what he wanted 
to do in life which motivated him in the 
academic setting.

“Every step of your life you keep 
creating goals and keep setting them,” 
Dewan said. “I take it each step of the way 
and this is one I accomplished. There are 
many more to come.”

“Love all, serve all” and “hands that 
help are holier than lips that pray” are two 
quotes Dewan lives by every day. He has 
been on multiple mission trips to India and 
experiences the medical field first hand 
in hopes to pursue a career as a doctor. 
Dewan’s missions as well as watching his 
dad work as a doctor inpsired him to fulfill 
this role. 

“I’m the type of guy that likes to do and 
I like to treat everybody as myself,” Dewan 
said. 
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‘Saying it better’
Speech and Debate students qualify for state competition
Anthony Massa
Staff Writer

Success often comes at a price. For 
members of the Hoover Speech and 
Debate team, that price is giving up 

nearly every Saturday from November to 
March to do what they love.  Twenty-six 
of Hoover’s top speakers and debaters 
competed at the Ohio High School Speech 
League [OHSSL] State Tournament at 
Wooster High School on Feb. 28 and 
March 1.

Head Speech Coach Missy Stertzbach 
said qualifying to the state tournament 
takes hard work and talent. 

“It is due to the nature of the team,” 
Stertzbach explained. “We have begun to 
embody a family.” Stertzbach also pointed 
out the work of debate coach Mr. James 
Kellams as part of the team’s success.

Hoover doubled the number of state 
qualifiers the team had over last year. These 
qualifiers included eight novices, or first 
year members of the team. One of these 
novices was sophomore Elena Lewis in 
Prose and Poetry Reading. 

“I didn’t know what to expect,” she said. 
“I knew my competitors would be very 
talented.”

However, Lewis said she was glad she 
joined the Speech and Debate team. 

“I enjoyed meeting new people and 
making new friends,” she said. “I came to 
enjoy my piece and love giving it.”  

The team’s president, senior Gabrielle 
Fatzinger, said she was proud of the team 

Students named Repository Teens of the Month
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throughout the course of the season. 
“What makes me most proud is when 

I watch one of our kids who has worked 
so hard finally have it payoff,” she said. 
“There’s a little niche for everyone and it 
just brings the biggest smile to my face when 
someone finds their niche in speech.” 

Fatzinger also cleared up some 
misunderstandings about speech and 
debate. 

“People don’t often realize that this isn’t 
just kids getting on stage and debating each 
other,” she said. “Speech requires so much 
determination and a level of commitment 
and maturity.”

The team saw success at the state 
tournament, with senior James Satrape and 
junior Autumn Jocas making it to the quarter 
final round in Dramatic Interpretation, 
sophomore Zach Usayl making it to the 
semifinal round of Congressional Debate 
and senior Jacob Voegele placing fifth in 
Humorous Interpretation. Voegele also 
qualified to the national tournament in 
Kansas City in June, and is no stranger to 
the national tournament, as he qualified last 
year as well.  

“Going into the season already qualifying 
last year, I constantly tried to step up my 
game,” he said. “I would be disappointed in 
myself if I didn’t make it again.”

“He is one of the students who performs 
better the farther he goes in a competition,” 
Stertzbach said. “That’s how he qualified to 
nationals.”

Looking ahead to the national tournament 

June 15-20, Voegele said his primary goal 
is to enjoy himself. 

“I want to perform the best I possibly 
can, while having fun at the same time,” 
he said. “It’s the national tournament; you 
have to go big or go home.”

However, Voegele will not be the only 
representation of Hoover at the tournament. 
Stertzbach will also be awarded with a 
Third Diamond Honor coaching award 
presented by the National Forensics League. 
Stertzbach explained the importance of this 
award.

“It’s a really big deal to me,” she said. 
“This award is linked directly to the 
success of the students. That’s what makes 
it special.”

Fatzinger spoke very highly of 
Stertzbach as a coach.

“[Missy] has pushed me out of my 
comfort zone and has helped me discover 
all that I am capable of as a speaker,” she 
said. “You simply won’t meet someone who 
has a stronger passion for their coaching 
than Missy.” 

Voegele agreed.
“Missy’s a great coach,” he said. “She’s 

always there for you no matter the outcome. 
I can’t thank her enough.”

With the high amount of success of 
this season, Stertzbach is already looking 
forward to next year.

“I’m looking forward to the tradition 
we’ve started here at Hoover,” she said. 
“Students who work hard and be the best 
they can be.” n



High schoolers balance jobs and schoolwork
with jobs Story by Dylanni Smith

Many students are taking on the challenge of having 
a job. Here at Hoover, many students work at local 
businesses as well as business franchises around the 

community. 
Hoover High School is filled with many working students. 

One of these students is senior Michael Boettler. He works at 
La Pizzeria here in North Canton. Some working students find it 
hard to balance school and their job equally. However, Boettler 
partially disagrees with this. 

“I don’t think it’s hard to balance school and work once you 
get used it,” he said.

Sophomore Mckenna Petree works at the McDonald’s location 
on the corner of Applegrove and Main Street in North Canton. 
She said balancing work and school can be difficult.

“I find it very hard as classes demand lots of homework and 
my job requires a lot of time. It can be overwhelming,” she said. 

Students acquire jobs for many reasons. Many apply for jobs 
by means of earning their own money. They also do it in order to 
learn about responsibility and the working world. Boettler likes 
his job for these reasons.

“I like the responsibility and getting a paycheck every week,” 
he said. 

A job also allows students to interact with new people and 
learn social skills as well as communication skills. This is very 
advantageous for students. Customers, at any business, can be 
demanding. They want their product fast, which can lead to anger 
towards workers. Having a job helps students learn how to deal 
with tough situations such as this. Petree agreed that being in 
these situations can be helpful in the long run. 

“Sometimes, customers can be rude and will scream at you for 
doing something wrong,” she said. “Having a job helps you learn 
how to deal with people.”

Although these stresses are a part of the job, having a job can 

be fun as new things can come of it. 
“I do like my job,” Petree said. “You meet really nice people 

and can make new friendships. I also like making my own 
money as well.”

As many students at Hoover have jobs, many also don’t have 
a job. This could be for many reasons, including not having 
enough time because of extracurricular activities, not old enough 
or other reasons. One student who has not yet obtained a job is 
junior Alex Dyer. She elaborates on the advantages of not having 
a job as a student.

“The main benefit of not having a job as a student is that you 
have more free time to hang out with your friends as well as get 
your schoolwork done,” she said. 

However, as the excessive free time is beneficial, especially 
as a teenager, there are some downsides to it. Dyer said the extra 
free time can also be a drawback.

“Sometimes without something extra to do, such as work, the 
free time becomes excessive and it gets boring,” she said. “Also, 
you might call a friend to hang out, but they are working.”

The excessive free time also connects to not being able to go 
out as much because of lack of money. 

“It is hard to go out that much because of the high prices 
of things you need to be able to go out, such as gas,” Dyer 
explained.

Doing any task that requires responsibility at a young age 
helps prepare young adults for the future. Having a job does not 
only teach about working. It teaches high school students about 
what lies ahead.

“I think it helps prepare you for the future in the sense that 
it isn’t so easy to earn money and you have to work for what 
you want,” Petree said. “It opens your eyes to expenses and the 
realities of life.” n
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trends

High-low skirts and dresses 
are definitely in this season, as 
many were seen at homecoming 
and on a daily basis in the school 
hallways. High-low skirts are long 
in the back and short in the front 
and come in many colors and de-
signs. This trend is not only seen 
in Hoover High School but is also 
worn by many popular celebrities. 
They are are taking the fashion 
world by storm, but shoes are 
needed to go with them.

Combat boots are not just for 
fighting on a battlefield, but for 
girls with an eye for fashion. Ac-
cording to Maddy Round, trends 
aren’t always the best thing. 

“Who likes to dress like other 
people,” she said.

 However, this trend is worn 
regularly because of comfort and 
style. These shoes can be pur

Ladies

Gentlemen

Each issue, The Viking Views staff will highlight a 
number of trends. Models are then selected based 
on those who wear the fashion. 

Compiled by Taylor Ulik n Photos by Taylor Ulik and Madison DeChellis

W i t h 
spring on the way, 

it is time to break out the 
skirts.  High-waisted skirts are very 

popular right now.  They can be paired with 
anything from combat boots, graphic T-shirts, 

or just a plain long sleeve.  The possibilities for 
this clothing item are endless.  This is an easy way 

to dress up your style every once in awhile. Don’t be 
afraid to branch out. They are not hard to add to your 
closet. Freshman Lexi Philabaum is a fan of this trend. 
“I shop a lot at Forever 21 and PacSun, and that’s where 
I get mine, but they can also be found at Marshalls and 
other stores,” Philabaum said. This is a very popular trend 
here at Hoover. On most days you can see many wearing 
this trend. 
“There are a lot of girls who wear this trend,” 
Philabaum said. She is wearing a high-waisted 

skirt with a striped shirt. 
“I like dressing up and I think it’s a cute 

and comfortable style to wear,”  
Philabaum said. n

Galaxy print is hugely 
trending right now. It can be found 

on shirts, socks and shoes. You can wear it 
with almost anything. 
Another article of clothing that is trending right 

now is different colored pockets on shirts. These can 
be found in a variety of combinations and like the galaxy 

print, can be paired with almost anything. You can buy these 
trends at stores such as PacSun or online. However, if you are 
looking to get something new quick it would be best to stop at 
a store. 

Freshman Fletcher Clark is someone who enjoys to wear this 
trend.

“I prefer going to the store because it is a lot faster, and I go 
there about every week to buy new things,” he said.

Both of these trends are very popular in our school. 
“I do think it is popular at our school because everyday 

as I walk down the hallway, I see people with all kinds of 
stuff I buy and wear,” Clark said. 

Fletcher is wearing a galaxy print T-shirt with 
khakis or jeans, and Vans. 

“I like and wear this style because 
it fits my style and personality,” 

Clark said. nLa Pizzeria
ACME

Gymnastics of OhioMovies 10Menchies Taco BellMarc’s

McDonalds
Arby’s

Wendy’s
Fishers
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Q and A 
with 
McKenna 
Vega

 

What is your favorite 
book?

The Hunger Games. I read it 
so quickly, I couldn’t put it 
down. 

J
U
N
I
O
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McKenna Vega

What are your plans for 
the future?

I want to go to Ohio University 
to be a physician’s assistant. 
I love the campus because it 
feels like  home. 
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Each issue, The Viking Views staff will 
randomly select a Hoover student to 
be featured as a unique personality.

What is a quote you live           
by?  

I just kind of do what I want 
and I don’t really care what 
anyone else thinks.

Photo courtesy of McKenna Vega
Story and Q & A by Liz Deeds

She is extremely close with her tight-
knit family. She has two sisters, 
Haley and Emma and two brothers, 

AJ and Shaun. She said both of her parents 
of proud of all of her pursuits. 

Meet junior McKenna Vega.
In regard to her family, Vega said 

another  important member is her dog, 
Rootbeer. Her love for Rootbeer inspired 
her to volunteer at the Humane Society.

“It is heart-breaking to me that some 
dogs aren’t as loved as Rootbeer,” she 
said. “I volunteer at the Humane Society as 
often as I can in hopes of making a dog feel 
loved, if only for a little while.”  

Another passion of Vega’s is dance. 
Although she had to recently give it up due 
to her demanding schedule, she said she 
loved all of the elements of the activity. 

Vega began dancing when she was 
three years old and was involved in ballet, 
jazz, lyrical, and acro. She danced at the 
Avondale Dance Center and Center Stage 
Dance Studio, and even competed in 
competitions.

In addition to being involved in the 
community, Vega also participates in many 
school activities. Vega is a KOM [freshman 
mentor], an Agape Girl, and a football and 
basketball cheerleader.

Vega said Agape Girls has a special 
meaning to her.

“I was so happy to be accepted into 
Agape Girls because I remember the 

challenges that came along with middle 
school, especially the seventh grade,” Vega 
said. “To this day, I remember the advice 
my high-school Agape Girls gave me and 
the encouragement it gave me, and I want 
to make a young girl feel the same way.”

Similarly, Vega said she became 
involved with the KOM program to help 
other students.

“I remember being confused and lost 
my first year of high-school. I relied on 
my KOM’s for direction and tips on how 
to navigate high-school. I wanted to help 
freshmen feel comfortable in their transition 
into high-school,” Vega said. 

Although she said she loves being 
involved in an array of extra-curriculars, 
Vega said her true passion is cheerleading. 

Vega began cheerleading in the fourth 
grade with the North football program. 
She grew up watching the Hoover varsity 
cheerleaders cheer at Friday night football 
games and basketball games. With 
inspiration from these cheerleaders, and 
her dance background, Vega said she knew 
cheerleading was exactly what she wanted 
to be involved in.

Senior Karissa Haasz has been cheering 
with Vega since the eighth grade and said 
she could not imagine the team without 
her.

“She is one of the hardest workers on 
the team and never fails to make everyone 
laugh,” she said. “She always tries her 

best and has shown great improvement 
throughout the years. McKenna is a great 
team player and she never complains. 
Instead of complaining, she dances and 
makes silly faces to make us all laugh. 
There is never a dull moment while being 
around McKenna, and that is what I love 
about her.”

Haasz added that she is a proud to be a 
teammate of Vega’s.

Miss Tiffany Walker, Vega’s cheer 
coach, has been coaching Vega since her 
freshman year. 

Walker said Vega is a great addition to 
the cheer squad.

“McKenna has a way of making 
everybody feel welcome and has a positive 
personality which encourages the other 
girls [on the squad],” she said.

Walker also added she is impressed with 
Vega’s work ethic.

“McKenna works very hard to impress 
her coaches and her teammates,” she said. 
“She is determined to improve her tumbling 
skills and works hard to do so.”

Vega is thankful for all that cheering 
has brought to her, including some of 
her best friends and her best high-school 
memories.

“Cheering is my true passion,” Vega 
said. “I am so happy I chose to get involved 
and all the people I have met through 
cheering because they are people I plan to 
stay friends with forever.”  n

“McKenna works very hard to impress 
her coaches and her teammates.” 

Which was your favorite 
style of dance?

Tap, by far. I love the energy 
and fast-pace movements. 

Do you prefer football or 
basketball cheerleading?

Football. I love the 
atmosphere and the large 
crowds football games 
draw. 
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By Tori Narby

HOW
TO...
Have a stellar spring break on a budget

If you’re visiting family, don’t worry about the Wi-Fi 
in your aunt’s house- get out and explore the town 
with your relatives!  Take time to catch up with cous-
ins, bake with grandma and laugh at your uncle’s 
jokes.

First of all, have a budget! Pick a sum of money 
that you will not go over, whether you are traveling 
to a destination or sticking around here in North 
Canton.
If you are planning on visiting a place you have 
never been before, pick up an item you will always 
remember it by- such as a tee shirt, hat, or snow 
globe. If you go to a beach, why not find a seashell 
that will always remind you of the waves and sand 
for years to come?

If you will be spending your spring break in town, 
don’t spend it alone.  Catch up with some friends 
who are staying behind, and go outside in the fresh 
air. Go to a park, take a jog, or walk to sample some 
ice cream joints. 

Finally, if the family is coming to your house, don’t 
bug out because your great aunt took over your 
room. Take the opportunity to show your relatives 
around town. Then, pop in a movie, or see what’s 
playing at the theatres and bring everyone along. 

4

5
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Have a stellar spring break on a budget

(330)492-7004
Encore Resale Fashions

Your one stop shop for formal wear 

4125 Cleveland Ave NW 
Canton OH 44709 Email: info@encoreresalefashions.com

Mon. & Wed. 10am- 7pm  Tues, Thurs, & Fri. 10am- 6pm  Sat. 10am- 5pm  Sun. 12pm- 4pm

(330)492-7004
Encore Resale Fashions

Your one stop shop for formal wear 

4125 Cleveland Ave NW 
Canton OH 44709 Email: info@encoreresalefashions.com

Mon. & Wed. 10am- 7pm  Tues, Thurs, & Fri. 10am- 6pm  Sat. 10am- 5pm  Sun. 12pm- 4pm

Encore
**

Resale
***

Fashions

4125 Cleveland Ave NW
Canton OH 44720
(330) 492-7004

Mon. & Wed. 10am - 7pm
***

Tues, Thurs. & Fri. 10am-6pm.
**

Sat. 10am - 5pm. 
***

Sun. 12pm - 4pm

Email: info@encoresalefashions.com

Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
of Stark County, Ohio, Inc.

Joe L. Carpenter, DMD
Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

6653 Frank Ave. NW 
North Canton, Ohio 44720

       330. 498.9920 
Fax 330.498.9921

Henning’s 
Tax

Service

(330) 494-8379

1655 Ashley NE
North Canton, OH 

44720
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Brothers, sisters, and

Left to right: Emily Finley and her adoptive mother; Caitlyn Smith and her step-

sister; Maddie, Lauren, and Zach Kile; Angela Meyers and her parents.
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T
he first friend, or enemy, any child can have is their sibling. Whether it is a large or 
very small effect, pretty much every person’s life is impacted by having a brother, sis-
ter or being an only child. According to psychcentral.com, early sibling relationships 
can even influence how a person behaves as an adult. While parents and other various 

adults teach manners and how to behave in public, siblings teach the more casual behaviors.
“Siblings are better role models of the more informal behaviors- how to act at school or on 

the street, or more important, how to act cool around friends- that constitutes the bulk of a 
child’s everyday experience,” the website read. 

Even birth order can affect how someone’s personality is. AP Psychology teacher Mr. Jim 
Draher said “there is research supports the idea of birth order and personalities.”

“First borns are considered perfectionists and can be described as a leader,” he said. “They 
tend to be highly motivated to achieve well in school and work harder than their younger sib-
lings. Middle born children are well balanced. They learn to negotiate and compromise at a 
young age because they do not have their parents all to themselves or tend to not always get 
their own way because of the other siblings. Last borns are the babies of the family. They are 
the least likely to be disciplined and are more likely to take risks than their older siblings.”

Sophomore Abbi Batten, one of the oldest of thirteen siblings, believes her personality would 
be completely different if she was a younger sibling. 

“I do consider myself the oldest aside from my mom,” she said. “If I was younger, I wouldn’t 
be as independent and responsible as I am now. [I have] twelve siblings. They all drive me all 
crazy in their own special way.”

While Batten might have a large, chaotic family life, Draher’s is a bit smaller and more 
peaceful.

“I am an older sibling,” Draher said. “I have a strong relationship with my brother [Video 
Productions teacher Mr. Benn Draher]. We have the same similarities and get along really 
well.”  

Batten has a harder job getting along with all her siblings, though she says she’s a bit closer 
to her step-siblings.

“I have six step-siblings and I get along better with them then my biological siblings,” she 
said, “mainly because my step-siblings helped me grow up a bit. I was really sad and sheltered 
before I met them. [My six half-siblings] are all crazy.”

Despite her difficulties with her numerous sisters and brothers, she wouldn’t have it any other 
way.

“It would be lonely [being an only child],” she said. “Yeah, they drive me crazy but at least 
they’re entertaining.” n

- Cassie Pratt

of SIBLINGS
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unbiased adult figure to speak to if need be.
Moments later, I heard yelling and loud noises.  I turned around 

only to see the entire family lifting a chair carrying the oldest 
child, Urte, into the air while singing a rather confusing song in 
Lithuanian. Urte was giggling while the rest of family smiled and 
chanted louder and louder.

“What are they doing,” I asked a friend.
“Oh it’s Urte’s birthday,” she responded with no hesitance.
I looked back at the family.  They were still cheering and laughing 

as loud as ever.  The laughing had become so contagious I had to 
stop myself from joining in.  It was amazing to see a huge group of 

people all from different bloodlines and 
backgrounds see each other as no less 
than family. I felt like the ending scene 
of “The Grinch,” you know the one? 
Where his heart grows three sizes from 
all the love and happiness.

As a senior steadily approaching  
graduation I can honestly say watching 
The Jocas family grow and evolve            

has changed my outlook on  everything from school to friendships. 
I can truly say that my life has been heavily impacted by this truly 
unique and very special family. n  

A

I have lived next door to the Jocas family for more than six 
years. I have watched this eccentric family evolve and learn 
together. I have never seen them turn down the needy, and they 

view every single person as equal, and no less. I have watched 
them take struggle and hardship and turn it into hope and strength. 
In fact, having a neighbor like the Jocas family is a rare occasion 
that has left me truly blessed with a more open mind.

The Jocas family moved into the neighborhood around seven 
years ago; their grandmother and grandfather being there closest 
next door neighbor.  I never really talked to the family much, but I 
knew enough about them from my parents. 

Around my sophomore year of 
high school, I had the pleasure of 
meeting Autumn Jocas, arguably 
the sweetest and most genuine 
person I have ever known.  She, 
a freshman at the time, mentioned 
how we were next door neighbors. 
I was shocked because I did not 
recognize her as a one of the 
children I had always seen. Autumn told me her new mother, Mrs. 
Michelle Jocas, had recently adopted her into the family.  

About a year went by and I really got to know Autumn and her 
family quite well.  I learned about the three children Mrs. Jocas 
had adopted, on top of the one step-daughter and four biological 
children she already cares for.  I 
learned about the refuge she gives to 
people in need, whether the Mexican-
American child seeking safety from 
a place ravaged by violence or the 
newly-separated wife and her three 
kids looking to start over. I and 
countless others have known the 
Jocas home as a place to find safety, 
peace and shelter. 

Each trip I make over the Jocas’ 
is always an adventure.  Over winter 
break, I attended their ugly sweater 
Christmas party and was on my toes 
the entire time. Mrs. Jocas nearly 
offered me her entire stash of fine 
coffees, while Autumn told me of 
the fine art hung around their home. 
My favorite was an old Soviet Union 
propaganda poster with an image of 
Christ painted over top.  

While sitting in the living room 
drinking coffee and reminiscing 
on some embarrassing stories, an 
adult friend of Mrs. Jocas came in 
and began to inform the high school 
students on what to do if we needed 
help in a troubling situation.

“I have known Michelle [Jocas] 
for years and she is the most selfless 
women,” this friend said. “If you ever 
need anything or just need to talk 
Michelle will set down everything 
and help you no questions asked.  
I’ve never seen her turn a single 
child away.”

I pondered.  There was nothing I 
needed serious advice on, but it was comforting to know I have an 

“I and countless others 

have known the Jocas home as 

a place to find safety, peace 

and shelter. “
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- Carly Preston

DAYIN THE LIFE

The Jocas family, courtesy of 
Autumn Jocas



ADOPTED SIBLINGS

STRANGERS to SIBLINGS

You share everything with them. You laugh with them. You 
cry with them. You even fight with them. What if you 
knew you had siblings out there somewhere but knew it 

would be impossible to ever meet them?  
For senior Emily Finley, that is her reality. Born in China, 

she said she was given up for adoption 10 months after she 
was born.

“I was probably given up because of the only child 
policy China has,” she said. The rule, officially called the 
“family planning policy,” is a population control policy in 
the People’s Republic of China. 

When it comes to siblings, Finley said she often wonders 
about her sibling(s) and biological parents. 

“I do have biological siblings out there, but I know it 
would be pretty impossible to find them,” she said. “I’m not 
really sensitive about the topic and a lot of people are. Alot 
of people are very touchy about this topic, and I’m just very 
open about it.” 

Her positive attitude on being adopted stems from her 
outlook on it. 

“I feel like being adopted lets me have a wider perspective 
on life and the world,” she said. “I know that  I come from a 
different country so I know that I can appreciate the luxuries 
we have here in America.”

Finley is not only adopted, she is also an only child of a single 

Marriages end in divorce, about 50 percent of them, 75 percent 
of divorcees remarry, and about 65 percent of remarriages 
bring in children, forming blended families.What happens 

when strangers become siblings? What kind of relationships form 
and tensions rise 
in the process?

 “ S t e p s ” 

and “originals:” 
that’s how they 
were described 
by Caitlyn 
Smith, a junior, 
who happens 
to have nine 
siblings all 
together — four 
of them being 

“steps.” Smith’s parents divorced nine years ago, and her mom 
remarried bringing in three more brothers and a sister. Coming 
from a family of four brothers, she was relieved when another girl 
entered the big family picture. 

“I think she sort of looks up to me in a way, especially style-
wise,” Smith said. 

As with any family, there is strain. For them, sometimes its 
from different backgrounds.

“They were used to getting 
what they wanted, and my 
childhood wasn’t like that,” 
Smith said. 

However, there seems to be a 
sense of balance between family 
tension and bonding.

“It’s mass chaos, but the house seems happier with 
steps because there are more interactions,” she said.

Another student with a blended family is senior Teddy Morrow. 
After his father remarried, he said at times it felt as though he 
had to take side. As time passed, he doesn’t feel as forced to take 
sides. 

His relationship with his dad’s step children is one of the “joking 
older brother.” His mother remarried six years after the divorce, 
adding another addition to the family — an older step-sister. 

“My mom’s step daughter doesn’t even know my dad’s step-
daughters,” Morrow said.n
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“It's mass chaos, but the house 

seems happier with steps because 

there are more interactions.“
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Emily Finley with her mother 
and the orphanage faculty, 
courtesy of Emily Finley

-Maddie Pinney

mother. As she has no adopted siblings, Finley has developed an 
unbreakable bond with her. 

“My mom and I are really close because I don’t have a dad 
[or siblings],” she said. “She has been a really good mom ever 

since she adopted me. She 
wanted to have a child. She 
wanted to go and get me. 
She went through extra 
lengths to make sure I was 
comfortable in America.“ 

Being an only child 
can be lonely at times; as 
a result, she has formed 
friendships that help fill 
the gap, friendships that 
in a sense mirror a sibling 
relationship. 

“I’ve been really close 
with my one friend, Lily,” 
Finley said. “She was 
also adopted from China 
and she’s an only child 
also, so were almost like 

sisters with each other. I think it just brings us closer as friends 
and I think it just bridges that gap between friends and sisters.”n 

-Angela Gusbar
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TWINS and

TRIPLETS
Twinning: some best friends think it’s just a caption for 

Instagram, but for some people, it’s a caption for life. 
Freshmen Max and Zac Taki are identical twin brothers, but 

don’t let their appearances fool you. Zac explained how different 
the twins can be.

“Mostly everything is opposite, because we like to go against 
each other and see who does better,” Zac said. “Also, for football, 
we always fight and make fun of each other when our team wins 
or loses, so really the only thing we are alike on is mostly our 
looks.”

However, they do have some similarities, like any set of brothers 
would.

“We both like doing the same things like watching TV, hanging 
out with friends, watching football, and playing sports,” Max 
said.

While the twins have their share of differences and similarities, 
both agree they like having a brother the same age.

“I like having a twin, because on our birthday or any holiday we 
get a lot more money, and we can always buy something together,” 
Max said.

“It’s off and on; sometimes I wish I had brothers and sisters and 
not a twin, but I like having Max around because we are always 
together,” Zac said.

Freshmen Maddie, Lauren and Zach Kile are triplets, and know 
what it is like to share that bond.

“I definitely think we are a lot closer than most siblings,” Lauren 
said. “We are together a lot. We have our fights, but they never last 
for long periods of time. Even though it can be difficult, it’s always 
nice having someone to talk to and do something with.”

The Kiles all share a common bond – their love of sports.
“All three of us run cross country and track,” Zach said.
Many wonder what it would be like to have an identical sibling, 

but we don’t realize that twins and triplets are often just as curious 
about life without identical brothers and sisters.

“I honestly don’t think being a triplet is easy to explain, because 
I don’t know what it’s like not being one,” Zach said.

Just like any siblings, the Kiles share a last name, 
but all have their own unique personalities. 

“It kind of bothers me when people think we are the 
same, because we have totally different personalities,” 
Lauren said. “We have different opinions and character 
traits.”

Her brother and sister agreed.
“I can be shy and quiet around new people, but once 

I get to know someone, I’m pretty talkative and loud,” 
Maddie said.

“I’m not very talkative around new people, but when 
you get to know me, I’d say I’m really funny. Also I’m 
a perfectionist, and a little feisty,” Lauren said.

“I’m really energetic and will pretty much talk to 
anyone, I’m not shy at all,” Zach said.

All three Kiles know that there are definite downsides to having 
identical siblings, some of which are common problems posed 

with any brother/sister combination.
“We always talk over each other, and we rarely get time alone 

with our parents or any time to ourselves,” Lauren said.
The Kile girls, Maddie and Lauren, often feel that they are 

compared to and measured against one another.
“People compare us like who’s better at what,” Lauren said. 

“People expect us to have the same personalities and be good at 
the same things.” 

Maddie explained that, much like other identical siblings, they 
don’t see themselves as perfectly identical.

 “I don’t think we look alike, but most people who are identical 
don’t see it either,” Maddie said, adding that she’s used to being 
mistaken for her sister. “Sometimes I get so used to correcting 
people that someone will say, ‘You’re Maddie, right?’ And I’ll say 
no.”

Many teenage boys would struggle between two sisters, but 
Zach is not fazed by it.

“Sometimes I wish I had a brother to play catch with, or like, 
beat up, that kind of stuff, but it doesn’t bother me being the only 
boy,” Zach said.

The triplets enjoy going to the mall and have their favorite 
stores, just like everyone else. 

“We all shop at Abercrombie, Hollister, Nike, and Under 
Armor,” Lauren said. “But obviously Maddie and I shop at stores 
like American Eagle and Forever 21. We also have slightly different 
styles,” she added.

These triplets may have an eye for fashion, and even dress 
alike, but they do have different hobbies. Zach likes snowboarding 
and riding dirt bikes and four wheelers. Maddie loves dancing and 
Lauren has a passion for skiing. 

Everyone goes through ups and downs in life, and being a part 
of triplets is much the same. 

“Being a triplet has its good things and bad things but it’s 
definitely something positive in my life,” Maddie said. “I wouldn’t 
want to change it.” n

Maddy, Lauren and Zach Kile, cour-
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Everyone recognizes the Duggars of the famous TLC show 
“19 Kids and Counting.” Is that really how living in a big 
family is like, or is that just television? There are many 

misconceptions about big families and how they are run. Having 
a big family is not easy, but it does have its advantages. Freshman 
Megan Roden, who is part of a family of eight, knows much about 
the advantages. 

“You can sometimes get ignored, but you always have someone 
to talk to and something to do in the house,” she said.

With a big family, it is hard to ever think about getting alone 
time. With many siblings in the house, most children in a big 
family feel like they do not get as much attention as they should. 
Freshman Michaela Stackpole, part of a family with twelve people 
explained.

“I think even if you’re in a two-kid house they have to focus on 
one kid at a time,” Stackpole said.

Stackpole and Roden each have many toddlers in their house. 
With all the babies in the house, it is hard for two parents to do 
everything, so stepping up is necessary. 

“My parents can’t do everything so I help out with the younger 
kids as much as I can,” Stackpole said.

Although most assume that big families often have a hard time 
with much to do and large amounts of people in the house, it is not 
always true. Roden explained how responsibility is shared in her 
house.

“Especially since my two older sisters aren’t here, Kurtis and 
I help take care of the younger kids and we each have our own 
individual chores,” Roden said.

Twenty-eight percent of women from ages 35 to 40 have three 
or more children, according to babycenter.com. Moms all over the 
world are having more children every year, which results in large 
families. 

“My parents are obsessed with kids,” Stackpole said.
Another misunderstanding many people have is that with all the 

children in the house, everyone would be fighting and not getting 
along. Stackpole explained this idea.

“My brothers and I fight all the time, but we always work it out 
and love each other in the end,” Stackpole said.

Having a big family also means craziness, which is a big part 
of Roden’s life.

“During Christmas when my whole family comes, it gets very 
chaotic, because all my cousins come and we always hold the 
Christmas party,” Roden said.

Big families can be tiring and stressful, but in the end it is all 
about feeling loved. 

“It can be stressful at times because the house is so full, but it 
can always be very rewarding,” Stackpole said.  “You always have 
a family that has your back and supports you and there is always 
something to do in the house.” n

The only child is often characterized as spoiled, lonely and 
selfish. When people first meet freshman Angela Myers, 
they associate her with the typical stereotypes of an only 

child.  
“They think I’m selfish and always get what I want,” she said. 
Being the only child in a household makes many people assume 

that these types of kids are spoiled. This is not always true. It all 
depends on the upbringing from their parents. Most parents with 
only children tend to devote more resources like time, money and 
attention to their kids. Only children are often raised in richer 
verbal environments because they do more activities and share 
meals with adults.  

Studies have shown that only children who are lonely help 
strengthen character and have a better self esteem. They also tend 
to deeply cherish their relationships with friends, who take the 
place of siblings. Their friendships tend to last a lifetime. Myers 
looked at the glass half full on being an only child. 

“It was sweet,” she said. “I could always invite my friends over 
and have the television to myself.”

The personalities can vary to each child. Only children often 
have similar qualities of the firstborn or the youngest. They can be 
introverted, quiet and shy, or extroverted, outgoing and talkative. 
Going through childhood alone, only children learn to rely on 
themselves and are comfortable being alone. 

Research in the past decade exploring character traits like 
leadership, maturity, generosity, cooperativeness and emotional 
stability showed that only children scored just as high in the areas as 
children with siblings. Only children also tend to be perfectionists, 
which is not always a bad thing, but can become more critical of 
themselves and other people as a result. Myers feels that she fits 
in that category. 

“I’m a very type A person and always want the best,” she said. 
One in five American families have only one children. Out 

of all the different families, only children are the ones who 
must break the stereotype and show they have much to offer. n 

TRIPLETS ONE and ONLY

BIGGER 
The

the BETTER

-Caitlin Hunt

-Ally Tsenekos

Angela Meyers, courtesy of 
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The halls of Hoover High School were left empty 
by overjoyed students busy with blizzard bags.

A new concept to the North Canton City School 
District this year, blizzard bags allow students 
to complete schoolwork for classes; as a result, 
the district does not have to use a calamity day. 
Homework assignments given out varied from choir 
to science and from essays to videos. 

There was no escaping the “blizzard.”
Per state policy, the district is only allowed up to 

three blizzard bag days, and it utilized those days 
before the month was up. 

With the amount of calamity days exceeding the 
number of days allowed by the state, the possibility 
of the Ohio government passing extra days is the 
proverbial light at the end of the tunnel, hopefully.

We, The Viking Views, appreciate any opportunity 
to miss a day of school, but did not enjoy the work 
that accompanied the three blizzard bag days. At the 
same time, we can’t have it both ways. 

While the concept of blizzard bags seemed 
pleasing, there was enough confusion and chaos to 
make them a cold, mushy bank of...well...snow.

“Beauty and the Beast,” took to the stage Feb. 
20-23. The cast and crew were able to put on five 
performances of this “tale as old as time,” despite 
the ten days of rehearsal lost to the snowy and cold 
weather. 

The musical is about a prince who has a spell cast 
upon him that turns him into a horrible beast. The 
spell can only be broken when he falls in love. Belle, 
a small-town girl, forfeits her freedom to the Beast 
to live inside his castle full of enchanted objects. 
Eventually, the pair falls in love and breaks the 
curse.

The Viking Views would like to congratulate the 
entire cast and crew for a great performance. The 
countless hours of hard work and dedication paid off. 
The show sold out Hoover Hall nearly every show 
and was incredibly popular. We wish everyone could 
experience this amazing musical, and believe that the 
devotion of the cast and crew should be recognized. 

From the singing and dancing of the cast, to the 
behind-the-scenes work of the crew and the music of 
the pit orchestra, this show really came together into 
something the entire school was able to admire. 

Buried in the ‘blizzard’
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“A beach in the 1960s, because the 
music is great and the swimsuits 
are ridiculous.” 
— Teddy Morrow, 12

“Bahamas. I just want to be 
somewhere warmer than Ohio.”
— Kenzi Alfman, 11

Do you feel as if having a sibling has 
impacteD your life? in what ways?

“Since my sister was so much older 
than me, she was never in my life 
long enough to change my life in any 
way.”
— Dakota Piotter, 11

“As an only child, I’ve had a 
lot more opportunities to go 
on vacation and participate in 
things like ballet, horseback 
riding, and ice skating than my 
friends with siblings. I’m also 
much closer to my parents than 
some of my friends that have 
siblings.”
— Libby DiLauro, 10

“My parents died when I 
was young. I would truly 
have not survived the 
tragedies of my parents’ 
deaths without the love, 
support and guidance 
of my older sister and 
brother. They saved me.”
— Mrs. Carol Ann 
Eastman, English teacher 

                      

12% No

 “Linz, Austria.”
— Miss Karen DeBaldo,
    German teacher 

“I would go to Sydney, Australia 
because I like the warmth and 
the carefree attitude of the city.”
— Jarrod Lemon, 9

“London, because it would be 
great to see all of the history 
involved and to see a foreign 
country.”
— Mitch Fabian, 12

88% Yes 

where is your Dream spring break 
Destination?
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Terror in a Little Tear
Hannah Gill
Fish out of Water

Sticking to the Status Quo
Natalee Henderson
The Natalee Times 

Look around you right now. What do you see? Most of us see 
our friends or classmates. I’m sure you know your friend’s 
full name, their birthday, their favorite band, and maybe 

even what they had for breakfast this morning. But do you know 
anything about your classmates? 

Probably not. 
When school begins in August, we compare schedules with our 

friends, and we cheer when we find out that our friends have the 
same lunch period as us. When we don’t have any classes with our 
friends, or our lunch periods don’t line up, we are disappointed. 
Instead of taking the situation and using it as an opportunity to  get 
to know other classmates, we waste our energy by becoming mad 
at the world. We label our classmates by who we think they are 
or how they appear to be. We don’t take the time getting to know 
the individual, label-free. When we assign labels, it’s easier to be 
inclined to hold a grudge or not speak to a certain type.

A little while ago, I was browsing through Netflix and found 
the series One Tree Hill. I became excited because it is one of 
my favorite shows. I started watching episode after episode of the 
drama-filled series. It seemed like the drama was never-ending. A 

certain episode really struck me, however. 
During one of the last days of their senior year, the main 

characters were in English class. Their teacher asked them a 
simple question. He asks them to describe each other by using 
just one word. He wrote some of their responses on the board and 
then asked a student to pick a word from the board and “label” 
that other student. The obvious responses were, “jock”,  “popular” 
or “super smart”. The teacher then paired two different students 
together and they spent the rest of the class time learning about 
each other; beyond the labels. At the end, they had to take a picture 
illustrating who they really were. 

It’s the same way at our school. Most of us don’t really know 
each other, except by the rumors we hear, or by how they are 
labeled. We don’t know each other beyond the surface and we 
don’t do anything about it.

The next time you are in a classroom or lunch full of random 
classmates don’t try to text your friends about how you hate the 
person sitting next to you. Erase the assumptions you have about 
others, start off with a blank canvas and try to get to know one of 
your classmates. I’m not asking you to find out someone’s deepest 
darkest secret, but before you judge someone and put a label on 
them get to know your classmates first. You may be surprised by 
the new friends you make. n

There’s many people who get hurt from sports, and you can ask 
any of them; rehabilitation is probably the worse part. There are so 
many different activities, all are hard physically and mentally. 

An example was one day the therapist asked me to lift up my 
leg. Easy, right? You’d think so; however, I couldn’t do it. It was 
like my head was saying “Come on, you’ve known how to do this 
forever,” but it wasn’t happening.

I know I have the strength in me, but I need to get it out of me. 
What if she gets hurt again? What if her knee bothers her when 

shes older? What if when she comes back, she forgets how to do 
everything? 

All these thoughts are terrifying, and I’ve thought about every 
single one and more. It can be scary and nerve racking when you 
come back, but don’t let fear stand in your way. If there’s a positive 
mind set, then that will guide your performance. Don’t let fear of 
the unknown, tamper with your future.

It is very important for any athlete to remember that  there’s 
so much love and support behind them. It goes back to that cliche  
saying, “What doesn’t kill you, makes you stronger.”

Coaches, teammates, friends, parents, relatives and even doctors 
will always be rooting for you. That is what mental toughness is all 
about, coming back, getting strong and never giving up. n

Imagine a ballerina broke her foot, a football player fractured 
his wrist or a soccer player sprained his ankle. Having these 
setbacks would delay any athlete from their goals.
Unfortunately, I’ve had a similar experience. 
There she goes, passing me with the ball, full speed ahead. It 

was my job to defend her, time to get her back.  I’m there, guarding 
her, she goes left then right and then left again — and it happened. 
I remember it like it was yesterday, I felt my knee buckle out, and 
then fell to the court floor. I’ve never experienced so much pain, 
one can’t possibly wrap their head around it.

Long story short, I messed up my knee pretty bad. The results 
showed I had ten loose pieces of cartilage floating around, and a 
stretched-out ligament. Surgery was needed and I was out for the 
rest of the season. Now, it’s all about recovery and learning how to 
deal with an unexpected turn of events.

We are taught hard work pays off, but when you get injured you 
feel that all the hard work has been wasted. It doesn’t seem fair.

Many athletes spend months and months training for their time 
to shine. It is bad enough watching the practices and games, but 
even worst feeling like a fish out of water, where you use to be so 
comfortable.
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High school. It is filled with stress, 
memories, friends, good times and 
not-so-good times. It is supposed 

to be the “time of our lives” as well as the 
time to find ourselves and discover who we 
are and what we want to do in the future. 

If this is how high school is supposed to 
be, discovering who we are and what we 
want to do with our lives, then why do I 
feel that it is the exact opposite?

Everyday we come to school. We go 
to our classes and go about our days in 
a seemingly never-
changing routine. 
However, as the days 
pass by, we are all slowly 
changing. 

We are all different 
and all have dreams 
that we wish to see 
become a reality. So 
I don’t completely 
understand why society 
does not recognize these 
differences among us 
teenagers. As we grow up, we hear things 
such as “You can’t have that job, it doesn’t 
make any money” or “You may enjoy it 
but  you can never go anywhere with it in 
life.”

Every time I hear this I cringe.
People always tell me to do what makes 

me happy, but then they criticize it. I have 
heard remarks about what I want to do with 
my life and the career that I want, that it 
is “impractical” and not the “right way” of 
living. How I see it, there is no right way 
to live your life… or maybe there is. The 
one thing that you need to do in life is to 
be happy. 

If you choose a career that you do not 
enjoy simply because it makes money, 
that, in my opinion, is “impractical.” Why 
would you want to be miserable in a life of 
riches? I personally would rather do what 
I love and not make as much money than 

“If this is how high school is supposed to 
be, discovering who we are and what we 
want to do with our lives, then why do I 

feel that it is the exact opposite?”

Terror in a Little Tear Dreams of Tomorrow
Dylanni Smith
Just Another Smith

live with more money and lie to myself 
that I am satisfied with my life. Society 
tells us that we have to go to college, get 
a professional job, have a nice home and 
a car, maybe raise a family and work until 
we retire. 

This is not for everybody. 
The people who do this with their lives 

should want to do it, not feel the need or 
feel pressure to do it. I’m not saying this 
is a bad lifestyle; it is a great way to live 
your life. However, if it is not for you, then 

don’t do it. 
I hear fellow classmates talk of how they 

want to be artists, singers, not go to college, 
and they always talk about how people do 
not support them in their ideas and say it is 
“just a ridiculous dream”.  

Again, I cringe. 
We do not have to be what society wants 

us to be. If you don’t want to go to college, 
then don’t. Maybe what you wish to do 
with your life does not include college, and 
that is completely okay. If you want to be 
an artist but your parents wish for a lawyer 
as a son/daughter, be an artist because 
it is what you want, and that is the most 
important thing. We all seem to focus on 
making other people happy, but you have 
to learn to do what makes you happy, even 
if others do not support it. 

There are many people that we know of 
in our world who have gone of the “right 

path” in order to follow their dreams. I am 
sure you  have all heard of Will Smith. He 
is one of the biggest names in Hollywood 
and hugely successful in his career.

Well, did you know that his parents 
wanted him to go to the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology [MIT]? He had 
exceedingly high SAT scores and could 
have easily been accepted; however, he 
chose a different path.

His dream was to become a DJ, and he 
soon became a popular children’s rapper. As 

his dreams were coming 
true, he was criticized 
for what he was doing. 
People called him “crazy” 
for turning down an 
opportunity of a lifetime. 
After all, MIT is definitely 
not easy to get into. 

College was just not 
in his plans. He wanted 
to pursue his dreams, and 
look at how well he turned 
out. Who knows, you could 

become the next Will Smith.
As you continue through high school 

or, if you are a senior, continue into your 
future, make sure to do what you want to 
do with your life. We should all enjoy what 
we have as careers or what we have chosen 
for our lifestyle and we should not let other 
people’s perception of our dreams get in 
the way of achieving them. 

Whether you do want to go to college and 
become a doctor or lawyer, or you want to 
pursue a dream in singing, acting, art, etc, 
make sure it is what you want to do. Choose 
your future wisely and make sure it makes 
you happy. Sometimes we must brace 
ourselves for criticism. Do what you love 
and never let anybody stand in the way of 
your dreams. I leave you with the following 
thought: "You’re on your own, and you know 
what you know. And you are the one who'll 
decide where to go." —  Dr. Seuss. n
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From tryouts in November to the performance in February, the 
Hoover students worked hard to create magic with “Beauty and 
the Beast.” Some of the cast sat down with The Viking Views to 
answer questions about their experiences. 
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Q&A and photos by Missy Johnson

Q: How long have you been 
involved with music?

A: “Since I was one, I started 
playing drums and singing.”    
— Senior Greg Grewell 
[Beast]

A: “When I was little I used 
to sing all the time because 
my mom played music a lot. 
But I really got involved in 
performing when I was in 
elementary school. I did a few 

community shows and then 
jumped in full force in middle 
school with the musicals.” 
— Senior Katy Campanaro 
[Belle]

Q: How did you prepare for 
the show/ any challenges 
you faced?

A: “It was hard to feel I was the 

best because I’m not, and that 
was really the biggest thing, 
making myself feel like I was 
exactly like Gaston.” — Senior 
Tim Konowal [Gaston]

A: “I went to every practice, 
and I looked over the music 
a lot outside of practice. We 
didn’t do that as much because 
of all of the snow days.”         
— Senior Kelsey Sheppler 
[Wolf/Napkin]

Q: What made this musical 
special to you?

A: “Probably the people. This 
cast was a lot of fun and I got 
to meet and get close to a lot of 
people.” — Sheppler 

A: “Musicals to me are an 
experience that I couldn’t 
imagine my life without. I have 
met so many fantastic people 
and friends through musical.”        
— Campanaro

Q: How did you react to all 
of the little kids that adored 
you?

A: “I love kids and so meeting 
and greeting was a fantastic 
experience. I was very sick 
the Monday before opening 
night on Thursday, (IV fluids 
and all!), and so I was really 
nervous that I wouldn’t be the 
Belle I wanted to be because I 
was so tired and weak.

But after the Thursday show 
a little girl, in her yellow ball 
gown, came up to me with a 
rose and said, “This is for you 

Belle. I got it for you. You 
were my favorite.” Her mom 
was tearing up and I was about 
to cry. We took a picture and 
she gave me a hug. I will never 
forget that little girl because 
she gave me the confidence 
and motivation that I needed to 
do the rest of the shows.” — 
Campanaro 

Q: Now that the musical is 
over, what are you going to 
miss?

A: “I’m going to miss the 
experience of being in the show 
and being the Gaston role. It’s 
always nice to feel like you’re 
doing good at something you 
enjoy to do and since it’s my 
last time acting and all, it was 
a good time to look back on.” 
— Konowal

A: “I’m going to miss just the 
whole experience of putting 
something so great together 
with my friends.” — Grewell
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As seen on the Internet

Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee is exactly what its name implies; comedians in cars getting 
coffee. Jerry Seinfeld picks up a fellow funny celebrity in a super cool car and then the pair 
go enjoy food and coffee with each other in various New York City cafes. During the show, 
Jerry and the guest talk about whatever comes to their mind, and it usually will make you 
laugh a bit. Guests include Tina Fey, Howard Stern, Larry David, Ricky Gervais, Seth  Meyers 
and many more throughout the three seasons it has run. Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee 
can be found on its very own website or on movie and television streaming service, Crackle.

House of Cards is a thrilling Netflix original series that stars Kevin Spacey as Congressman 
Frank Underwood. Frank is a very powerful man, as he is Whip for the Democratic 
Party in Congress, but he also holds power in the White House due to favors. The show 
follows Frank and his wife Claire (Robin Wright) as they climb up the ladder of success, 
and make sure nothing stops them. House of Cards currently has two seasons to binge 
watch available on Netflix, and a third has been renewed due to its rapid success.

House of Cards

Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee

Season 4 of Arrested Development

Commentary by Emily Belles

Season four of Arrested Development aired exclusively on Netflix after the beloved 
show was cancelled and fans brought about a storm to bring it back. The season follows 
each hilarious character as the show fills us in on what we missed in their lives during the 
absence of no show airing. While most fans were disappointed that season four did not live 
up to the prior three, it still had its moments of hilarity and will definitely make you laugh.
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A look some popular shows not on cable
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Greg James MA, PT

6531 Market Avenue North
North Canton, Ohio 44721
Washington Square Plaza

Call for an appointment

330-494-6655

NEO Therapy offers hands-on physical 
therapy in a convenient location. Teachers, 
let us help you with aching feet or aching 
backs. We accept your Aultcare insurance. 

And a physician referral is not required.

Northeast Ohio Therapy Associates

NEO
TherapyTherapy

P
hy

sic
al Therapy & Fitness

 

 Bricklaying 
 Blocklaying 
 Pointing, Caulking, &     

Cleaning 
 Refractory (Firebrick) 

 Tiling 
 Terrazzo 
 Marble & Stone 
 Cement 

An exciting opportunity to work as a Union Craftsman in the 
trowel trades. Earn while you learn! You will earn free college 
credits through Cuyahoga Community College towards an  
Associates Degree in construction while attending our Program! 

Call us at 330-463-5501 for more information! 

As seen on the Internet

4898 Hills and 
Dales Road, 

Canton 44718

330-477-3764

Do you want to reach 
the teen market?

Advertise 

HERE 
in 2014

Call The Viking 
Views at 

330.497.5620 
X-489

and ask for Trent
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from 2008-13 after Poehler’s departure to 
direct her comedy “Parks and Recreation,” 
he was joined in the 2013-14 season by 
Cecily Strong. 

On the Feb. 1 episode of SNL, Meyers 
said goodbye on his last Weekend Update 
skit. He was joined at the desk by his former 
costars and close friends Amy Poehler and 
Stefon [Bill Hader]. 

“Can I asked you guys something?” 
Meyers joked with Poehler and Hader. 
“What’s it like out there?” 

“Oh, the world outside SNL, Seth, my 
friend, it’s so weird and cool,” Poehler 
responded. “How can I put it? That place is 
full of new adventures and opportunities.” 

Following his heartwarming sendoff, 
Poehler joined Meyers on the first episode 
of “Late Night with Seth Meyers,” along 
with Vice President Joe Biden. Poehler 
pretended to be a bored actress for a mock 
interview, playfully saying that the “Late 
Night” interviews might take some getting 
used to.

“I know you’re going to do a wonderful 
job, because you are so talented, and because 
for 13 years I’ve watched you pretend to 
listen to people,” Poehler joked.

After watching Meyers kick off his 
first talk show, and Fallon 

learn the ropes of the 
studio across the hall, 
I think it’s safe to 
say that these are 
two extraordinary 
comedians, who 
are not going to 
disappoint. Viewers 
can expect to see 
great things every 
night on NBC after 

11 o’clock.n

After a brief ten-day break, Fallon came 
back strong — Feb. 17 marked the debut 
of “The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon.” 
Guests for the first week were among some 
of Fallon’s closest SNL cast members 
and guests, including Kristen Wiig, Adam 
Sandler and Justin Timberlake. Jerry 
Seinfeld and First Lady Michelle Obama 
also made appearances. 

“I can’t believe this is happening; 
I’m really sitting here,” Fallon said in his 
beginning segment. “I want to say thanks 
to all the fans for all their support, and to 
my buddy who said I’d never be the host 
of ‘The Tonight Show,’ and you know who 
you are...you owe me a hundred bucks, 
buddy.” 

Fallon is then joined on stage by a 
multitude of celebrities, including Tina Fey, 
Joe Namath, Kevin Hart, Lindsay Lohan 
and Stephen Colbert — who handed him 
hundred dollar bills [minus Colbert, who 
gave his hundred in change]. 

With all the chaos surrounding Fallon, 
one could easily forget that “Late Night” 
was also going through a major adjustment. 
A seasoned SNL veteran, and one of Fallon’s 
fellow anchors from the segment Weekend 
Update, was called in: Seth Meyers. 

 Meyers got his start on SNL 
in 2001, and continually climbed the 

ranks until 2005, when he 
was promoted to writing 
supervisor. Meyers had 
officially become head 
writer for the 2006-07 
season of “Saturday 

Night Live,” and also 
co-anchored Weekend 
Update with Amy Poehler. 
Although he anchored solo 

The ‘Late Night’ shuffle
Commentary by Hannah Rocco

SNL alums top the list of evening talk shows

Live from New York, it’s Saturday 
Night!”  If you’ve ever found 
yourself turning on NBC around 

midnight on a Saturday, chances are this is 
a familiar phrase. A countless number of 
comedians, actors, musicians, politicians, 
and everything in between have been 
featured on “Saturday Night Live” over the 
years, and still are today. 

SNL has long since been connected 
with several other prime-time television 
programs, including “Late Night” and “The 
Tonight Show.” Although hosts are often 
in rotation, fans are expecting great things 
from newcomers Seth Meyers and Jimmy 
Fallon.

Fallon first began his comedy career 
in 1998, as a temporary cast member on 
“Saturday Night Live.” In 1999, Fallon was 
promoted to a full-time cast member, and 
remained on the show until 2004. In 2008, 
it was confirmed that Fallon would take 
over Late Night from fellow SNL alumnus 
Conan O’Brien, who was set to move on to 
“The Tonight Show.” 

In the past few months, however, the winds 
of change have been blowing through the 
NBC studios. All three shows — “Saturday 
Night Live,” “The Tonight Show,” and “Late 
Night” — have all undergone cast changes. 
On Feb. 7, Fallon hosted his final 
episode of “Late Night,” and 
gave a touching send-off 
singing “The Weight” 
[from “The Last Waltz”] 
and was joined by The 
Muppets. 

The skit was a 
fitting ending for 
“Late Night,” but 
ended on a positive 
note, with Fallon 
walking off the set and 
venturing down the 
hall to “The Tonight 
Show” studio. 

“
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1. North Canton 
Skate Center

Most high school students go out 
for late night roller skating from 
8pm to 11 p.m. on Friday nights. 
From most perspectives, it’s a 
natural routine to have $8 in theirs, 
or their parent’s wallets every 
Friday night, right after school. 
Wednesday nights are possibilities 
too, but Fridays are more jam-
packed with students from Hoover 
and neighboring schools. 

2. Belden Village Mall
The mall may not be only a place 
for us to shop, it could also be a 
very fun place to hang out at while 
you’re stuck at home and lack of 
plans. Some may have money in-
cluded, others do not. It’s fun to 
get out of the house and hang 
with friends. 

3. Tinseltown and 
Movies 10

These local movie theaters become 
filled with high school students. 
On boring nights, some like to 
go to the movie theaters at night 
to catch up on the latest from 
Hollywood.

4. Park Centre Lanes 
Bowling

At night, when some students have 
nothing to do, and all they want to 
do is go out late with friends, they 
usually would go to bowl with some 
friends late at night. Park Centre 
Lanes is a more professional place 

5. Dogwood Pool / 
Skate Park

Over the summer, when it’s nice 
and warm outside, many Hoover 
High School students like to go 
for a swim when it’s fairly hot 
out. It’s about $8 to get in to 
have some fun! Most of the guys 
usually go to the skate park that’s 
right across from the pool to go 
skateboarding.

6. Price Park
Another place over the summer 
that some Hoover students visit 
is Price Park — for fishing, having 
outside parties, to play sports, 
walking the track or just to hang 
out near by. Not often do we see 
any people there, but it’s nice to 
get outside for some fresh air.

7. North Canton 
Public Library

At times, high school students 
visit the library after school hours 
to use computers, and mainly get 
some entertainment for the rest 
of the day. In the library, most of 
our students hang out in the “teen 
section” of the library to complete 
homework and mainly hang out 
with their friends. 

8. Skymax
Skymax is the place to go if you 
have energy you need to burn off, 
feel like jumping around like a kid 
again, or if you just want to have 
a cool place to have fun with your 
friends. Activities like jumping onto 
the sky bag, playing dodgeball and 
many more are sure to keep many 
coming back.

8top

high 
school

hangouts
Commentary by Vanessa Crano

to bowl, and are mostly for actual 
bowlers on bowling teams, but it’s 
still nice to get out and knock a 
few pins down. 
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Salute

— Caitlin Hunt



The Outsiders

Eric Church is back again with his sixth album. In 2011, he released his 
platinum selling album, “Chief,” which included hits like “Creepin’,” 
“Homeboy,” and “Springsteen.” Hoping to get the same reaction, he 

released “The Outsiders” on Feb. 11. 
“The Outsiders” is the first track on this album. It consisted of country 

mixed with the perfect amount of Rock n’ Roll. “Cold One” is a song that 
embodies that country feel people look for. The next song I absolutely loved. 
In the song “Give Me Back My Hometown,” there is a lot of feeling and soul 
put into the lyrics. 

However, with only liking three out of the 11 songs, this album 
disappointed me. I was so excited, especially after the “Chief” album. I 
respect that he was trying to branch out and try something new, but in my 
opinion, it did not work. Three amazing songs cannot compensate for the 
other eight. Hopefully, he will recover with another album soon. n

— Taylor Ulik

In the age of boy bands, it’s refreshing to see a girl group emerge. Welcome 
in Little Mix, the new girl group of this generation. Little Mix consists 
of Perrie Edwards, Jesy Nelson, Jade Thirwall, and Leigh-Anne Pinnock. 

They all auditioned separately for the X Factor U.K., but were later put 
together as a group. They would go on to win their season of the popular 
singing competition show.

Salute is the girls’ second album and shows growth from their first one. 
This album has fresh, catchy beats like “Salute” and “Move.” It also includes 
powerful ballads like “Little Me.” All the girls have extremely powerful 
voices and show them off in “These Four Walls” and “Boy.” The album in 
whole gives powerful messages about self-worth and yet adds a fun, party 
vibe to the songs. I greatly enjoyed the album and can’t wait to hear and see 
this new girl group evolve. n 



Entertainment|The Viking Views|35

Riser

 

Non-Stop

— Jeremy Sayre

Walking into the theater, I expected 
a movie with little plot and an 
overall boring experience based 

on nothing, watching Liam Neeson beat 
people up and then get the girl. 

Though I wasn’t completely wrong, I 
was also pleasantly surprised by the amount 
of mystery and story that the director put 
towards the movie. Non-Stop follows Bill 
Marks [Liam Neeson], an alcoholic air 
marshal who misses his young daughter and 
is losing his wife, on a plane like every other 
day. 

Yet this day is different. 
That day, he receives a text on a restricted line, telling him that if $150 million is not wired to an account, then every 20 minutes a 

passenger will die. Now Bill must find out not only who sent the text but also how to stop them and keep the passengers alive. At the 
same time, he is being blamed for the deaths on board by the passengers, the pilots and ground control themselves. The movie provides 
a very good sense of mystery about it, but in actuality is very predictable. Within the first 10 minutes, anyone can figure out the “twist.” 
If nothing else, this movie is sure to give you some thrills in the theater and chills the next time you board a plane. n



Country star Dierks Bentley released “Riser,” an album that includes 12 songs — many based of off true events, Feb. 25.  
This album was created during a very emotional time for 
Bentley, the death of his father. He was able to take that 

emotion and transfer it into his work, which resulted in the song, 
“I Hold On.” 

In this song, the lyrics reference to an old pick up truck that 
he rode in with his father.  Another song, “Here on Earth,” started 
off about Bentley’s father, but then was tailored toward the Sandy 
Hook shooting. 

These lyrics reference how some people question faith in the 
face of tragedy and also how unimaginable it would be to lose a 
child and deal with that grief. 

While this album includes very personal songs, Bentley also 
did a great job with some of the more light-hearted ones as well. 
Some of these include “Pretty Girls”and “Drunk on a Plane.” 

This album only adds to the many successful ones Bentley has 
produced throughout his career. n

— Sydney Stroia
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SPORTS|

The dazzling  night lights, the crowd 
cheering and the community 
rallying, is a typical scenario for 

the Hoover Viking soccer players and 
their fans. Ironically, the joy that is usually 
experienced at game-time was not the case 
for me last year.

As many may know, the rivalry between 
Jackson and Hoover, regardless the sport, 
is always a big one. No matter what the 
outcome, or final score of the game, the 
battle for the win is always hard fought. 

Last fall was no exception. 
When beginning any game, the thought 

of injury seems to plague the players. 
Injuries are sometimes inevitable and every 
athletes worst nightmare. It was eight 
minutes into the second half when a ball 
was kicked high up into the air. 

I jumped, and a senior from Jackson 
jumped higher. Our bodies collided. My 
head hit the cold, hard ground on the Polar 
Bear soccer stadium turf; lights out. My 

head was spinning, pounding. The stadium 
lights were suddenly much brighter; faces 
were blurred and I was very confused. 
That was the end of the game for me. The 
following day I was at the doctor’s office, 
received a CAT scan and was being treated 
for my first concussion.

The brain is a 2-3 pound organ that 
basically floats inside the skull. Whenever 
there is an impact to the head, and the brain 
hits the inner skull, a  concussion  has 
occurred. 

Concussions are a bruising of the brain. 
Because our brains are made up of soft 
tissue and spinal fluid, if they are jolted or 
hit too quickly, they hit the skull creating a 
concussion. 

As the list of reported concussions grows 
from 1.6 million to 3.8 million a year, 
athletic trainers, coaches and doctors across 
the nation are becoming more cautious.

Here at Hoover, junior, Ian Baker has 
experienced a similar situation as many 

other high school athletes. 
Halfway through the Central Catholic 

game this past football season, he was 
playing defense and was coming off the 
edge to make a tackle. The quarterback had 
the ball in the backfield. Moments later as 
Baker and a fellow teammate went in for a 
tackle, the teammate’s knee collided with 
Baker’s head. 

“I hit the ground and I held my head 
up and watched the end of the play,” he 
said. “Then when the play ended I just 
dropped my head. Next thing I knew I was 
surrounded by coaches, paramedics and my 
parents.”

As the ambulance arrived, Baker was 
put in a neck brace and on a backboard. 
Immediately arriving at the hospital, CT 
scans were taken. The doctor told Baker 
and his family that he had suffered from a 
very bad concussion. 

For myself, and athletes like Baker, the 
next question is normally, “when can I get 
back on the field?” 

Last winter, Ohio became the 42nd state 
to pass legislation regarding diagnosis of 
concussions for young athletes. Officials 
in Ohio are required to remove any player 
who demonstrates concussion symptoms. 
Also, the player may not return to play until 
permitted by a licensed authority. 

A controversial topic discussed 
constantly from high school sports to 
professional sports is not the temporary 
effects of brain injuries, but the lasting 
impact it can have on an individual. 
Concussions have been directly linked 
years later to Parkinson’s disease, memory 
and attention deficits, and Alzheimer’s 
disease, according to a December CBS 
News Report.

Dr. Robert Graham, chairman of the 
committee at the Institute of Medicine  a 
part of the National Academy of Sciences 
says, “but it’s an invisible one [injury], and 
there is a tendency to say ‘shake it off’ and 
go back in the next series. A concussion is 
the same as a broken leg. Get them off the 
field and let it heal.” n

Concussions and repercussions 
With sports becoming more and more popular, students 
struggle to accept the growing epidemic of high school

Commentary and story by Danielle Huff



Sports|The Viking Views|37

Concussions are a growing plague 
spreading across America at a 
lighting pace attacking everyone 

from student to professional athletes. 
Concussions and brain injuries are 

becoming a common theme in the 
sports world. Many professional sports 
organizations are taking strides in 
maintaining player safety, especially 
injuries that effect the head.

The likes of former center Mike Webster, 
catcher Mike Piazza, and hockey center Pat 
LaFontaine all saw their careers, or their 
lives, shortened due to head related injuries. 
With concussions affecting more than ever 
how can one be sure how to notice or avoid 
these costly injuries.

One important thing to know is that 
most concussions don’t involve one losing 
consciousness, according to the American 
Association of Neurological Sciences 
[AANS]. A majority of concussions also 
don’t need another person to be involved, 
they can come from hitting your head on 
the ground or a simple shaking of it. 

The AANS stated concussions also 
will have many side effects, you could 
experience a plethora or between one and 
two, some of the main symptoms include 
but are not limited to dizziness, headache, 
trouble remembering where you are, 
sensitivity to light and noise, nausea and 
blurry vision.

With concussions becoming more 
prevalent in sports it is important to know 
to always be cautious. If you suspect you 
are having any type of brain injury sit out 
and seek medical advice. Playing with a 
concussion just isn’t worth it. One common 
phrase is that you can sit out for a few 
games or for the rest of your life. 

True statement.
There are numerous stories that many 

will see on various news outlets such as 
ESPN or ABC about someone playing with 
a concussion and the problems they now 
have with everyday life. Along with the 
“if in doubt, sit them out” campaigns, you 

Concussions and you
The Viking Views chief sports editors break down the science of 

the injury and its documented effects on professional athletes

should need no further coaxing into giving 
your brain a rest in the event of an injury.

Sports and other activities can be one of 
the most entertaining and best times you 
have. It is important to enjoy what you’re 
doing; however, you should always remain 
cautious with what you do, and know how 
to react should you sustain an injury. 

The world of athletics can be a jungle. 
Make smart decisions with your health 
because, first and foremost, that is the most 
important.n

Commentary by Tyler Corbit and Andrew Falce

For more information on concussions, 
visit the AANS website: www.aans.org.
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Good Job, Coach

Hoover softball coach Jerry 
Goodpasture has received a 
national award in his career as 

head coach of the Hoover High School 
softball team. The consistently succesful 
softball program has won a grand total 
of seven state championships, and the 
coaching staff has been recognized by an 
association of coaches and others as the 
Ohio Coach of the Year. 

The award, the National Federation of 
Coaches Ohio Coach of the Year, is one 
that is decided on with the help of input of 
coaches all around, showing the respect 
other coaches have for Goodpasture and 
the softball dynasty he has helped to build 
here at Hoover. 

As arguably one of the top programs 
in the State, the honor was fitting for the 
man and the coaching staff that has mostly 
been here since 2005.   

Having a strong program isn’t a one 
person job, and Goodpasture understands 
this. The coaching staff understands what 
it takes to win and be as successful as the 
team has been there needs to be a strong 
coaching staff throughout.

“To win it takes a whole coaching 
staff,” he said. “I have five assistants that 
have been here for nine years who are as 
important as I am.”

Winning personal awards are an 
honor; however, it’s not the main focus 
for Goodpasture. He is most proud of the 
champioships won by the team, as above 
all they are the true measure of success. 

“The state champioships come first,” 
he said.  

State titles are a true sign to the 
success of a program, seven truly shows 
the talent and ability of a program as a 
whole. Goodpasture knows how tough of 
a task titles are to win but at the same time 
understood how phenomenal they are for 
any program. 

“Most coaches don’t expect to win 
any state championships,” he said. “Here, 
we’ve been fortunate enough to win seven 
as well as five in the last nine years.”

As a program, state championships 
don’t come with a bit of luck and a good 
coaching staff. 

Goodpasture acknowledged that the 
reason for the championships has been the 
hard work and dedication of his players.

“To win you also have to have some 
pretty good ballplayers,” he said. “We’ve 
been fortunate enough to have some 
pretty good ballplayers come through the 
system.”

Senior softball player Kaitlyn Eckelberry 
has been coached by Goodpasture for her 
entire high school softball career. She 
agrees that Goodpasture is the perfect 
candidate for this award due to his impact 
on the softball community. 

“He is a very experienced coach that 
knows the game well,” Eckelberry said. 
“He is able to connect with his players in a 
way that allows us to be successful.”

Eckelberry believes Goodpasture is 
fully deserving of this award.

“Coach fully deserved his award due to 
all he has done for the softball community 
and his dedication that gives 
him success,” she said.

Gatorade Ohio Softball 
Player of the Year, senior 
Jenna Lilley, agrees. 

“I really feel he is 100 
percent deserving of this 
award,” she said. “He not 
only is a great coach, but also 
a great person.” 

Not only does a coach have 
to care about winning, but 
also caring about his players  
both on and off the field. This 
connection is what helps bring 
the teammates together to 
form this state winning team. 

Lilley believes that 
Goodpasture’ caring 
personality and great heart for 
his players is what makes him 
so derserving of his award. 

“He truly cares about all 
his players and  puts his heart 
into the program,” she said. 

“Hoover softball wouldn’t be what it is 
today without all of his hard work.”  

The traits to a winning coach, according 
to Eckelberry, consist of dedication and the 
ability to listen. 

“Coach Goodpasture is a very dedicated 
coach that is open-minded and listens to his 
players,” she said. “He pushes his players 
to be succesful.”

Lilley agreed.
“He is very knowledgableand knows 

the keys to coaching a state championship 
team.”

This year, just like the last two, the team 
is going to open the season as the defending 
Division I state champion.  

Even with the loss of three players, 
Goodpasture believes that the team will 
come and play stronger than ever with the 
help of some new faces. 

“We’ve lost three starters to graduation, 
but with players coming up we will have a 
strong team to come out and compete,” he 
said. “And if we play good ball than good 
things will come.” n

Hoover softball coach Jerry Goodpasture, 
coaching staff receive national honor
Tyler Corbit 
Staff Writer

(clockwise from left) Goodpasture celebrates the most 
recent state championship with player Jenna Lilley. n 
PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNA LILLEY



The fact that America witnessed 
Tim Tebow prancing around in 
a montage of clips doing these 

extraordinary acts while stating how he 
has and needs no contract was enough to 
make or break your viewing experience 
Feb. 2. T-Mobile tried to strike into the 
gold that is the Tebow cult by having 
the “King of the 
Virgins” do such acts 
as become a rock star, 
deliver a baby and 
save puppies from 
a burning building, 
all the while stating 
how great it is to 
have no contract 
with a professional 
football team. While 
watching this, I couldn’t help but pose the 
question...why?

After being drafted in the first round 
by the Denver Broncos, he signed a five-
year contract with an $11.25 million 
base salary with $8.3 million guaranteed. 
This was paid to the man who is most 
notably remembered for praying on the 
field instead of actually succeeding. Why 
would anyone invest that much money in 
an unproven player is beyond me.

Since then, rookie contracts in sports 
range from around $400,000 to a little over 
one million dollars depending on when the 
player is drafted. These unproven players 
have not. More so, many of these players 
ride the bench their entire career. I kept 
the bench warm for three long seasons of 

talent and in future years with money that 
they will be owed.

Signing a player from another team is 
always a risk for any team in any league. 
Your team is investing millions of dollars 
in a single person who very well can and 
will drop the ball and leave your team in 
financial ruins. The money being handed 
to these players is not guaranteeing a 
success story with a happy ending, its 
guaranteeing that you can line a single 
man/woman’s pocket with as much 
money as an owner is willing to pay and 
no matter what they do then on, they don’t 
need to fight for their pay check. Yes a 
player can and will be cut, but they are 
owed so much money that they are still 

paid portions of the 
left over contract 
by the team by the 
team.

Every team dreams 
of that one player, the 
one that will finally 
lead the franchise to 
success in the big 
game, a player who 

will be the face of a franchise for years to 
come, a player who is not at all like Tim 
Tebow. The fact is you probably won’t be 
able to find this in the local free agency 
pool. Teams need to build themselves up 
through the draft, or find a player in-house 
to lead your team to the Promised Land, 
not some used up talent that another team 
threw out.

These bloated contracts in the sports 
have gone too far. Millions of dollars 
to see a player be used half a year is 
ridiculous compared to other jobs that are 
paid next to nothing compared to these 
jobs. Lowering sports salaries will then 
ripple to tickets and merchandise being 
cheaper while still being able to watch the 
sport we love, which is truly a good for all 
sports fans. n

community basketball, and the only thing 
I received from it was the after game 
snack and juice box.

If the thought of $500,000 a season to 
do nothing is enticing, actually playing 
at as a mid-level talent will get you in 
the upwards of 1-3 million dollars, and a 
possible start on a bad team. If that’s not 
enough, being a good to an elite player 
will see you making possibly 10 plus 
million dollars a year.

Contracts in sports have become 
outrageous and could use a trimming. 
There is so much good we could do with 
these millions upon billions of dollars, 
but instead we are putting it into the 
pockets of a few men so our favorite 

sports team can have the next face of the 
league. Every fan wants to see their team 
win the next Super Bowl, Stanley Cup, 
World Series, or Championship this year, 
but at what price?

Each offseason, teams have to smell 
out new blood in the pool of incoming 
talents, both young and old. Some teams 
invest millions upon millions in money 
on players who they think could be the 
key to bringing home the gold, others 
shop small looking for value players who 
fill spots while not breaking the bank, 
while others can’t do any of this because 
there team is currently owing too much 
money to players [see Jerry Jones and the 
21.7 million dollars over the cap Dallas 
Cowboys]. These free agents can make or 
break your team, both with on the field 
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Breaking Bank

Every fan wants to see their team win the 
next Super Bowl, Stanley Cup, World Series, 
or Championship this year, but at what price?

True or Falce
with Andrew Falce
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To recieve discount, students only need to register for classes by the 
11/17/2013 and start classes by 4/7/14. Discount code VV1 must be 

mentioned over the phone/internet when registering. You do not need to 
present coupon.  Not valid with other discounts.

$85

Commercial n Industrial n Residential

Brian Scherer
Service Manager
brian@whislerph.com

2521 Lincoln Way E. n Massillon, OH 44646

Fax: 330.833.0584
Ohio License #13771

Visit us at: hazelartisanbakery.com

1176 S. Main Street
N. Canton, OH 44720 (330) 497-8078

3 / 31 / 14

3/31/14

4230 Belden Village 
Mall Canton 44718

(330) 494-9174

“Fresh Italian Cooking Guaranteed”

To give us a news 
tip, comment on 
an article or follow 
up on a story, see 
us on Facebook or 
follow us on Twitter 
@TheVikingViews.

The Viking Views is 
also in FULL color on 
Hoover’s website: 
h t t p : / / w w w .
northcanton.sparcc.
org/~vv1nc/

Can’t get enough 
of The Viking 
Views? Or want to 
leave a comment?



Sports|The Viking Views|41

Let the Madness Begin 

The Division I NCAA Basketball 
Championship known as March 
Madness is quickly approaching as 

fans are scrambling to fill out their winning 
bracket. 

The NCAA Basketball tournament 
consists of champions from 32 Division I 
conferences and 36 teams, which are chosen 

by an NCAA selection committee. The 68 
teams in total are divided into four regions 
to face each other in a single elimination 
bracket. Games take place throughout the 
United States in venues that are neutral to 
both teams for all games except in the Final 
Four. 

Leading up to the tournament, avid 
sports fans have opportunity to try their 
luck at predicting the results. From high 
school students to the president of the 
United States, hopes are high for filling 
out a perfect bracket. Although it has 
never happened in the history, large cash 
prizes drive sports enthusiast’s attempts 
at winning. In fact, the odds of creating a 
perfect bracket are one in 4,294,967,296. 

The March Madness bracket also 
contains a scientific element in attempting 
to beat the odds. Sheldon Jacobson, a 
computer scientist at The University of 
Illinois Champaign-Urbana, is trying to 
predict the winner all based on algorithms. 

“Of course I like basketball being at a 
Big-10 school, but this is really a cornucopia 
of excitement for the mathematically 
inclined,” Jacobson said. 

Jacobson collected data from the past 
29 NCAA Basketball tournaments and 
inputted them into his program. The 
program, in alliance with The University of 
Illinois Champaign-Urbana, will calculate 
the probability of any bracket combination 
in its user friendly website. 

As the tournament is approaching, 
Wichita State is now 31-0 after beating 
Missouri State making it the first team to 
enter its conference tournament without a 
loss since 2004. Although Wichita State 
is currently undefeated, many believe 
The University of Florida will come out 

victorious. 
The Associated Press Top 25 for week 

18 picks The University of Florida in to 
win followed by Wichita State and The 
University of Arizona respectively. The 
University of Florida, Wichita State, and 
The University of Arizona each hold the 
top seat in each of their conferences and 
experts believe they will perform well. 

On the home front, hopes of The Ohio 
State University claiming victory are 
slowly dwindling. The team’s record is 
currently 22-8, ranking them 6th in the Big 
Ten Conference. Top scorer LaQuinton 
Ross is averaging 14.6 points per game but 
it is not looking like it will be enough to put 
them on top. 

The action all starts March 16 at 6 p.m. 
on CBS with the first round commencing 
two days later in Dayton. n
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Zachary Esber
Staff Writer

(left) Ohio State played Penn State leading 
up to March Madness. n (top) Florida State 
and South Carolina. n



Swimming

Hoover Hot Shots

Whether is be in the gym for practice or under the 
lights in front of a screaming crowd against your 
biggest rival, basketball takes extreme hard work 

and dedication. Senior Kaitlyn Runner is not stranger to the 
intense competition. 

“I have been playing basketball since seventh grade,” 
Runner said.

Runner and her other teammates get a competitive thrill 
playing in a tough game, which Runner said is one of her 
favorite things about playing. 

“I think the thrill of a close game and having a team to pick 
you up when you are down,” she said. 

Along with the fun of playing the down-to-the-minute game, 
Runner said she loves the closeness of her team. 

“We are like one big family,” she said. “We have laughs, 
jokes, and cries. I’d do anything for them,” she said. 

Along with having a very successful season, the team 
went 22-2; the girls have not lost to a team in Ohio this year, 
have won the Federal League the past two years, advanced 
to the Elite Eight, and won the regional championship this 
year. Runner said this has to be her favorite memory of her 
basketball career. 

“My favorite memory is winning the Federal League and 
district championship two years in a row,” she said. n
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He has been swimming since he was six years old.
Sophomore Justin Richards is just doing what he 
loves. And coming from a family of swimmers 

ranging from cousins to sisters, Richards was bound for 
swimming and greatness, according to coach Matthew 
Johnsen. 

“He is a great person and a very hard worker, with a 
very bright future ahead of him,” he said.

Richards, who hopes to win an individual event or relay, 
practices five days each week.

“My biggest achievements this past year has been 
competing in my first state meet in the 200 medley relay 
and the 200 freestyle relay,” Richards said.

Even though Richards has earned these achievements, 
it doesn't mean it was easy.

“No one can see how hard it is until you try, but the 
harder you try the better the results," he said. n

Story by Alexandra Miller n Photo by Celia Kellicker

Story by James Rutherford n Photo by Karinna Roknich

Basketball

Justin Richards

Kaitlyn Runner



Hoover Hot Shots
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(clockwise from top left) Sophomore Lexi Manos jumps up for a shot. 
The team defeated Perry on their senior night. n Junior Phil Shori 
challenges a Wooster defender. This is Shori’s first year on the team. n 
Senior Kelsey Lensman shoots the ball against Canfield. The final score 
was 76-34. n Senior Nick Evans goes up for a layup against Wooster. 
n Senior Julie Worley puts up a shot against Perry. Worley has scored 
over 1000 points in her career. n 
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