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Letter from the 
editors
Although the weather here in Ohio has been a little out of the ordinary, 

according to my calendar, it is in fact winter. At this time of the year, we are 
all getting lazy. Seniors have already gotten into their colleges, so many claim 

their second semester grades will not matter. Sophomores and juniors have ways of 
getting out of their final exams, great OGT scores and AP classes, so they think if they 
are able to skate by each quarter with okay grades they will be ready for the next 
year. Freshmen have no way out; sorry, you are taking the exams no matter what.

We keep making excuses to slack off and only give half of our effort, thinking that 
our best is not necessary to make it. News flash! It is. Edison and Alexander Graham 
Bell did not come up with their great inventions by sleeping in math class; Beyoncé 
did not make smashing hit singles by lip-syncing in her choir class. If you want to be 
great, you have to show your greatness. And the excuse, ‘I’ll do that later,’ does not 
cut it. If you are not doing it now, you will not do it later. Get inspired! As shown in 
our featured stories this issue, students use many aspects of their lives to motivate 
them. The dedication you have for football can be transferred to schoolwork, the 
spirit you have in the musical can guide you in sports. 

Or, you can be inspired by example. Page 12 shows the amazing story of Zach 
Acito, who took an initiative to make a difference. On page 15, Annie Szendrey is in 
the spotlight, a student that never seems to believe in a full schedule, and always 
exceeds expectations. Use these stories, and those of others I am sure you have 
heard of, and strive to make your own story.

Make sure what you are doing now is worthwhile, will not get you into trouble 
and will promote a brighter future. Do something that is meaningful, not only to 
your teacher, friends and parents, but to yourself.   

Now wipe the drool off of your desk, listen to what your teacher is saying and 
make this semester even better than the last one!

Staff 2011-2012
Editors-in-chief

Mara Nickel  Jenna Romell  
Jenn Shaw  Clint Yoos

Managing Editors
Xavier Carr  Kelsea Daniluk

Copy Editors
Adrienne Devore  Madeline Tauscher

News Editors
Lucy Andrews  Emily Plaver

Features Editors
Laura Kingsley  Paiton Swope 

InDepth Editors
Katie Livick  Kirsty Malloy 

Megan Sigler

Opinion Editors

 Sami Nonno  Carly Preston

Editorial Cartoonist
Jake Gratton

Entertainment Editors
Morgan Hoover  Lauren Saltis

Chris “Crispy” Parker

Sports Editors 
Kelsey Peare  Maria Stroia

Photo Editor
Jesse Sanchez-Strauss

Assistant Photo Editors
Rebecca Junod  Ali McNeese

Business/Billing Manager
Stephen Bowersox

Circulation Manager
Maddie Morrow

Online Editor
Celeste Goldie

Adviser
Mrs. Rachelle Ogilvie

Your editors,

The Viking Views
Hoover High School
525 Seventh St. NE
North Canton, OH 44720

E mail vv1nc@northcanton.sparcc.org
Web http://www.northcanton.sparcc.org/~vv1nc
Some material courtesy of American Society of Newspaper Editors/
KRT Campus High School Newspaper Service

Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspa-

per produced 9 times a year to approximately 
1,900 students and staff, as well as members of 
the community. As student editors make content 
decisions independently of the school’s staff 
and administration, the paper is considered a 
forum for student opinion. It is therefore exempt 
from prior review or restraint in both principle 
and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and en-
couraged. Letters must be signed, but, upon 
request, they may be published anonymously 
at the discretion of the staff. The Viking Views 
reserves the right to edit letters for space and 
content in order to maintain the paper’s high 
standards against obscenity, libelous mate-

rial, and personal attacks. Letters that exhibit a 
blatant disregard for such standards will not be 
considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of 
a majority of the editorial board. No one indi-
vidual may be held responsible for the opinions 
expressed therein. Signed editorials and col-
umns reflect the opinion of the writer and not 
The Viking Views, adviser or school. The Viking 
Views takes all measures possible to make a 
clear distinction between fact and opinion in all 
news printed.
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AROUND THE WORLD    FEBRUARY 2012

Whiteclay, USA
The Native-American tribe of 
the Oglala Sioux sued beer 
makers for $500 million after 
several serious alcohol-relat-
ed issues in their community. 
On their reservation, one in 
four child suffer from fetal 
alcohol disorders.

Guadalajara, Mexico
Mexican troops found 15 tons of 
methamphetamine, which amounts 
to a value of around $4 million in 
the United States. It is likely to be 
the biggest meth seizure ever. No 
one was at the site, so no arrests 
have been yet.

New Dehli, India
Three ministers have 

resigned after being caught 
watching pornographic 

material on their mobile 
phones during a meeting. 

Washington, D.C., USA
Barack  Obama  waved 10 
states from some require-

ments of the “No Child Left 
Behind” education reform 

law.
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SUBSCRIBERS

The Barbush Family
The Baxter Family
Dr. Charles E. Belles, 
Optometrist
Belmont Business Systems
and The Crofford Family
Drs. Rhonda and Andrea 
Company, DDS
Chris and Lee Ann Devore
Forever Memories Custom
Quilts
Dr. Gary L. Giammarco, DDS
Jordan D. Greenwald
Mike and Sherry Huth
Key Investment Services LLC, 
Peggy Yoos, Financial Advi-
sor
Kumon Math & Reading 
Center of North Canton
Law Offices of Sandra L. 
Merrill
The Livick Family
North Canton Veterinary 
Clinic
Dr. Ted A. Rath, Optometrist
The Swope Family - Troy,
Deshaun, Nick and Lucas

OHIO NEWS

Cincinnati, Ohio
Dohm Community High 
School will start paying their 
students to show up to class 
and be productive. Students 
will receive a Visa gift card at 
the end of each week.

Canton, Ohio
John Sanders, 37, was 

convicted of murder with 
a baseball bat. He will 

serve 15 years to life in 
prison for the murder 

and another 10 years as a 
repeated violent offender. 

Cleveland, Ohio
Barack Obama is seeking $300 million 
to fund a wide-ranging clean-up pro-

gram in the Great Lakes. 

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT



06

news.The Viking Views

n
 G

un
 C

on
tr

ol
 —

   
 1

 n
 L

eg
al

 A
bo

rti
on

 —
   

 1

n
 G

ay
 M

ar
ria

ge
/U

ni
on

s 
—

   
 2

n
 D

ea
th

 P
en

al
ty

 —
   

 5

n
 W

ar
 o

n 
Te

rr
or

 —
   

 5

n
 S

tim
ul

us
 S

pe
nd

in
g 

—
   

 1
 

n
 G

en
er

al
 T

ax
 C

ut
s 

—
   

 4

n
 A

m
ne

st
y 

fo
r I

lle
ga

ls
 —

  1

n
 G

un
 C

on
tr

ol
 —

   
 3

 n
 L

eg
al

 A
bo

rti
on

 —
   

 2

n
 G

ay
 M

ar
ria

ge
/U

ni
on

s 
—

   
 2

n
 D

ea
th

 P
en

al
ty

 —
   

 4

n
 W

ar
 o

n 
Te

rr
or

 —
   

 5

n
 S

tim
ul

us
 S

pe
nd

in
g 

—
   

 2

n
 G

en
er

al
 T

ax
 C

ut
s 

—
   

 5

n
 A

m
ne

st
y 

fo
r I

lle
ga

ls
 —

   
 1

n
 W

ar
 o

n 
Te

rr
or

 —
   

 5
n

 S
tim

ul
us

 S
pe

nd
in

g 
—

   
 1

 
n

 G
en

er
al

 T
ax

 C
ut

s 
—

   
 5

n
 A

m
ne

st
y 

fo
r I

lle
ga

ls
 —

 2

n
 G

un
 C

on
tr

ol
 —

   
 1

 n
 L

eg
al

 A
bo

rti
on

 —
   

 1
n

 G
ay

 M
ar

ria
ge

/U
ni

on
s 

—
   

 3
n

 D
ea

th
 P

en
al

ty
 —

   
 1

n
 W

ar
 o

n 
Te

rr
or

 —
   

 1
n

 S
tim

ul
us

 S
pe

nd
in

g 
—

   
 1

n
 G

en
er

al
 T

ax
 C

ut
s 

—
   

 5
n

 A
m

ne
st

y 
fo

r I
lle

ga
ls

 —
   

 1

n
 G

un
 C

on
tr

ol
 —

   
 1

 n
 L

eg
al

 A
bo

rti
on

 —
   

 4
n

 G
ay

 M
ar

ria
ge

/U
ni

on
s 

—
   

 3
n

 D
ea

th
 P

en
al

ty
 —

   
 4

Sc
al

e:
1 

= 
to

ta
l o

pp
os

iti
on

5 
= 

to
ta

l s
up

po
rt

w
w

w
.O

nT
he

Is
su

es
.o

rg



The Viking Views.news

07
Erick Howard sentenced to 30 years in prison
Paiton Swope
Staff Writer

Hoover football coach, Mr. Don Hertler, 
said he felt the need to be there for his for-
mer football player. 

“I sat through the trial because he needed 
someone, guilty or not,” he said. “The jury 
spoke and gave us our outcome. I’m sad he 
went in this direction and that it came down 
to this, but he had choices and he made the 
wrong one.”

Burtscher said he feels similarly. 
“I’m disheartened and disappointed,” 

he said. “I wanted what was best for him. 
He had so much potential and so much that 
could have been but now won’t be.” 

While Howard was a student, Hoover 
said she was one of many people who tried 
to help him succeed. 

“I spent a lot of time trying to help him 
achieve his goals and he was unwilling to 
comply with my recommendations,” she 
said. “A lot of people tried to help Erick.”

Hertler, with whom Howard lived dur-
ing his junior year, said although Howard 
had opportunity, he didn’t always take ad-
vantage of it.

“This is not about me,” he said. “The 
fact of the matter is so many people tried 
to help him, but he needed to help himself. 
We’ll get through this, but it’s just sad.”

While Howard was convicted, some 
staff members said they offer prayers and 
thoughts for him. 

“He’s in my prayers everyday,”  
Burtscher said. “If I had the chance, 
I would go see and talk to him.” 

Hertler added he felt a need to 
speak at Howard’s trial. 

“As a person, he has my full 
support, but I don’t support his ac-
tions,” he said. “Life’s not over for 
him, and we’ll see how things go 
in the next ten years. I spoke on his 
behalf because he needed that, and 
over time I’ll support him more in 

different ways.”
While Hoover said she hasn’t talked to 

Howard since he left the prep school he at-
tended, she prays for him and thinks about 
his young children. 

“He has my prayers, but I’m not making 
contact,” she said. “I’m concerned about 
Josie [the mother of Howard’s children] 
and the kids, but I’m not involved in his 
life like others in this building were.”

According to a Feb. 8 North Canton 
Patch article, Howard has been fatherless 
since 5 years old. Hoover added other fac-
tors concerning his early life. 

“People get critical of Erick, but no 
one knows his life,” she said. “He grew 
up without a mom and I ask myself: ‘how 
would anyone react?’ He had to be the man 
and care for himself throughout his child-
hood. I don’t condone what he did but I 
don’t know what it was like to walk in    
Erick Howard’s shoes. It’s like he wasted a 
talent, but I can’t judge that because I can’t 
imagine growing up like that.” n

“He’s in my prayers 
everyday.”

-Mr. Dave Burtscher

With the verdict now in and          
sentencing complete, North 
Canton citizens have been left 

in awe of the recent events surrounding the 
trial of Hoover graduate Erick Howard. 

Hoover Guidance counselor Mrs. 
Judy Hoover said she was one of the                   
aforementioned people. 

“I was very sad by the outcome of the 
trial,” Hoover said. “He had so 
much potential and he fell so far.”

According to The [Canton] 
Repository, Howard stood trial 
and was convicted of aggravated          
burglary, aggravated robbery, kid-
napping and rape. In addition to 
the previously mentioned charges, 
Howard was convicted of having a 
firearm throughout all of the charg-
es. 

As a result of the conviction, 
Judge Taren Heath sentenced Howard to 30 
years in prison Feb. 7,  according to The 
Repository. 

Though his sentence carries a weight 
of thirty years, history teacher Mr. Dave   
Burtscher said he believes the time has the 
potential to be shortened.

“He could have gotten forty years, but 
he didn’t,” Burtscher said. “With good be-
havior, the time could be shortened.” 

Guilty on all counts

n (clockwise from left) Hoover alumnus Erick How-
ard, 20, stands with his attorney, Mr. Rufus Sims, dur-
ing the trial. n Head football coach, Mr. Don Hertler, 
Jr., speaks on behalf of Howard. n Howard reacts to 
the verdict delivered. Howard was sentenced to 30 
years in prison for aggravated burglary, aggravated 
robbery, rape and kidnapping — all carrying firearm 
specifications — for the Aug. 20 North Canton home 
invasion. PH
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Celeste Goldie
Staff Writer

“We would be hiding in a bubble if 
we didn’t think that students didn’t 

use or have drug connections.”
- NC Police Chief Wilder

It was an ordinary Wednesday morning 
— or so students thought. During third 
period, an announcement was made 

throughout the school: Remain in class.
And then came the dogs. 
According to a media release, the North 

Canton Police Department along with the 
North Canton City School District person-
nel conducted a multi-jurisdictional drug 
sweep Jan. 25. The random canine sweep 
of the entire building was completed within 
30 minutes. While students were not per-
mitted in the halls, teachers were encour-
aged to continue on with their lessons. 

No people were searched during the lock 
down procedure. The police found no con-
traband. Had drugs been confiscated, the 
person(s) responsible would 
deal with school administra-
tion and possibly face crimi-
nal prosecution, according to 
the joint statement released 
by the police department and 
the NCCS district. 

North Canton Chief of 
Police Stephan B. Wilder 
said canine sweeps are con-
ducted across the nation in order to send a 
strong message.

“The concern every year is to maintain a 
safe environment for anyone attending the 
schools and to eliminate any opportunity 
for illegal drugs to be possessed,” he said. 
“[The students] will think twice before 
bringing drugs into the school.”

Principal Mr.. Tony Pallija said while it’s 

up to parents and students to weigh the 
seriousness of the drug sweep, Hoover 
High School has a distinctive goal.

“We are serious about keeping drugs 
out of schools,” he said. “Next, we are 
searching the parking lots.”

Wilder added the sweeps may not be 
limited to Hoover.

“We have a focus on all students,” 
he said. “We even plan to search the 
middle school.”

As part of the drug sweep, seven 
dogs — trained in detecting the scents 
of cocaine, LSD, methamphetamine, 
crack, marijuana, bath salts, heroin, 
bombs and weapons, according to Wilder 
— made their way throughout the halls of 
Hoover High School.

While the search yielded no drugs, 
Wilder said parents must know students 

need them to be involved in their lives to 
promote a drug free life. 

“We would be hiding in a bubble if 
we didn’t think that students didn’t use or 
have drug connections,” he said. “We have 
to face the reality of life. Children use or 
misuse [drugs]. Not everyone, but there are 
some that choose to get involved in that 
kind of behavior, and this is the first step to 

breaking the bubble.”
Pallija added Hoover will continue to be 

proactive in keeping the drugs out of the 
building.

“[We’re] not trying to prosecute the 
kids,” he said. “We are trying to prevent 

harm to lives judicially and 
physically.”

However, he warned 
criminal prosecution may 
occur to those with drugs.

“There are severe con-
sequences for those with 
illegal drugs in school,” he 
said. 

Wilder said all citizens 
— including   students — have an invest-
ment in drug-free schools.

“Everyone here has a part in it; that’s 
what I believe,” he said. “North Canton is 
one of the best [places] in Ohio — where 
we go to school, where we work, where we 
play and visit — we should share a sense of 
responsibility to keep this community safe.  
That’s what makes [it] a great place.” n

Bringing in the big dogs
Hoover works with K-9 unit, area police to search for drugs
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North Canton, OH 44720
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www.FaithUMChurch.org

Rev. Cara E. Stultz Costello
Rev. Steven G. Stultz Costello

MARK L. MASON, O.D.
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY

907 Schneider St. SE
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 499-1494
FAX: (330) 499-3744
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10Break into business
Junior starts her own company

While most students at Hoover 
rely on after school jobs as a 
way of making extra money, 

junior McKenzie Johnson has taken this 
concept one step further. Johnson has 
started a business called ISOMISAgency, 
which specializes in designing band 
merchandise such as clothing, album covers 
and t-shirts. 

Johnson started the business with 
Cami Olson, a highschooler who lives in 
Minnesota. 

Johnson said after meeting through 
mutual friends, the idea for a business 
came up and they have been working 
together ever since.

“We met through a mutual friendship 
with this band called Remedy Drive,” 
Johnson said. “She did photography, I 
was on a team running a website and 
keeping fans updated about the band. 
We started talking one day on Twitter 
and realized we were identical in a lot of 
ways, and where we were the different, we 
were puzzle pieces. Next thing we know, 
Remedy Drive is asking the two of us to 
team up and design some merchandise and 
it just sort of went from there.”

Olson said  as business partners, they 
both carry different positions for the 
agency.

“We don’t have set boundaries of who 
does what; she promotes, I promote; she 
oversees and gives insight on designs, I 
design them,” Olson said.

Johnson agreed.
“I’m mainly there for numbers and 

concepts,” Johnson said. “When we’re 
Skyping, I generally throw out ideas, give 
some critique while she’s designing, and 
then write up the invoices and such when 
it’s time to get paid.” 

Johnson’s mother, Mrs. Kellie Johnson, 
said she was not surprised when she found 
out that Johnson was starting a business.

“She and a friend developed a business 
plan for a restaurant-art gallery when they 
were five,” Kellie Johnson said. “They 
even had the parents sign employment 
contracts.”

Kellie Johnson said she is proud of 

Johnson for taking the initiative to start 
a business, and she is very different from 
most people her age.

“She is, and always has been, very 
sure of her likes and dislikes,” said Kellie 
Johnson. She is very comfortable and 
confident in who she is, what she believes 
and what she does even if that is different 
from everyone else.” 

Johnson said Olson and her both enjoy 
the business and being able to help out 
bands by offering lower prices than other 
design agencies.

“We like being able to help out bands 
because we know a lot of designers charge 

way more than is necessary for shirts and 
album covers,” Johnson said. “Having 
friends who are in bands, we know the 
financial struggles of touring and such, so 
knowing we get to help out where we can 
is the best part of what we do.” 

Olson agreed, and 
said she believes the 
freedom of managing 
themselves makes 
running the agency 
easier. 

“I don’t see the 
business as something 
that’s stuffed into 
an office cubicle; 
it’s based off of 
both Kenzie and I’s 
dreams,” Olson said. 
“Art is mine, music 
business is hers. I’ve 
been working my own 
business since I was 
14 and the freedom 
is glorious. I am my 
own boss; success and 
failure are up to me.” 

Kellie Johnson 
said the girls do well 
at managing ISOMIS 

Maria Stroia
Staff Writer

by themselves. They have a website that 
they run the business from. Kellie Johnson 
said other than some initial tips, she doesn’t 
help the girls with ISOMIS at all. 

“I don’t help Kenzie and Cami with 
their business at all,” she said. “I told her to 
be sure their contacts and correspondence 
were professional and that they did things 
in a timely manner when they were first 
getting started but that is the extent of my 
input.” 

In the future, the girls plan to attend 
college together, while still running the 
business. Although right now it is difficult 
to run with schoolwork, Olson said once 

they graduate college, they will be able 
to focus primarily on the business.

“In the future, after I get my BFA in 
Design Communications and she gets 
her degree in Music Business and we 
work with a few music management 
companies, we’ll put ISOMISAgency 
into full gear,” she said.

Johnson agreed, and said she has 
high hopes for where the agency is going.

“Maybe it’ll be a record label some day,” 
she said. “We haven’t totally decided, but 
we know for sure that we don’t want this to 
fizzle out. Hopefully someday ISOMIS will 
be a big player in the music industry.”n 

“I don’t see the business as 
something that’s stuffed into an 

office cubicle...” 
- Cami Olson 

COURTESY OF MCKENZIE JOHNSON
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Career Exploration classes give back to the community
Ali McNeese
Staff Writer

Students have probably seen them 
at the Hot Spot while getting their 
morning coffee fix, or even working 

at a variety of places in the community. The 
class, led by Mrs. Ann Bradway, consists 
of five seniors that visit different job sites 
every nine weeks. 

Bradway said the class is learning skills 
the students will need later in life, but also 
helping others within 
the area.

“Not only are 
they learning skills 
where they’ll one day 
get jobs, but they’re 
helping people in 
the North Canton 
community,” she said.

Bradway said the students have served 
residents at St. Luke’s, washed equipment 
and tables at the North Canton YMCA, 
helped the secretary at Clearmount 
elementary school, and helped out at a 
church, The Flower Factory and Giant 
Eagle grocery store.

“They really are experiencing careers 
that they’ll one day be successful at,” she 
said. “That’s all we want.”

Senior Tanner Schwab enjoys the 
class and the 
variety of 
externships.

“ W e ’ r e 
making friends 
while we help 
people,” he 
said. 

B r a d w a y 
said the class 
is currently 
l e a r n i n g 
how to use 
an industrial 
s e w i n g 
machine in 
order to make 
baby blankets, 
that they will 
later donate 
to Nationwide 
C h i l d r e n ’ s 
Hospital in 

Columbus. Bradway’s daughter works 
at the hospital and brought the need for 
baby blankets to her attention. She thought 
that this would be a good project for the 
students.

“The class picked out different fabrics 
at Joanne Fabrics and traced a pattern,” she 
said. “We’re hoping to finish 12 blankets.”                                          

Schwab said this charity is important 
for the children at the hospital, in order for 

them to keep warm. 
“The babies need 

blankets to cuddle,” 
he said.

To make the 
blankets, Schwab said 
he uses some of his 
skills from a hobby in 

order to get accustomed to using the foot 
pedal of the sewing machine.

“I’m good at pushing down on the foot 
pedal because I’m a tap dancer,” he said.

Bradway thought the blankets would be 
a good way to introduce new skills.

“There’s excellent hand-eye coordination 
that they’re practicing,” she said.

Aside from making blankets, Senior 
Emily Wojcik volunteers at Boonie & 
Pooch. She first got the idea to volunteer 
there after she liked working there so much 

during her externship.
“If I like my externships, I’ll work or 

volunteer there,” she said.
 Considering the amount of time the 

Career Explorations class spends together, 
Schwab said the class has 
grown to be very close.

“I have a great 
relationship with friends in 
the class,” Schwab said.

Schwab appreciates 
the support he gets from 
friends, family and 
teachers.

“I love how so many 
people that know me 
support me,” he said.

Bradway said not only 
are the students impacting 
people in the community, 
they are inspiring people 
around them.

“For me, I’m blown 
away at how the students 
get comfortable at a job 
site and just blossom,” she 
said. “The students don’t 
let their disabilities hamper 
their success.” n

n Students work together in order to make blankets for newly born babies with cardiac health problems.

“The students don’t let 
their disabilities hamper 

their success.” 
- Mrs. Ann Bradway 

nSenior Emily Wojcik works with the industrial sew-
ing machine to make a baby blanket.

PH
O

TO
 BY A

LI M
CN

EESE

PH
O

TO
 BY A

LI M
CN

EESE

COURTESY OF MCKENZIE JOHNSON



MISSION
While many teens rang in the new 

year surrounded by friends and 
family junior Zach Acito and 

sophomore Austin Rebholz started their 
years half way around the world in Sitar-
ampuram, India.

Acito and Rebholz were two of many 
members from High Mill Church to take 
part in this mission trip to visit the High 
Mill Children’s Home where young or-
phans are taken in.

High Mill church first got involved with 
the children home through Hope Ministries 
and Jacob Beera in 1980.

“High Mill first became involved with 
Hope Ministries in India back in the mid 
80’s when Jacob Beera, Hope Ministries 
Founder, met our Pastor Chuck Schumach-
er and invited him to India to come and see 
the ministry he was starting,” Daniel Dun-

nivan, youth pastor at High Mill Church, 
said.

Since then the church has continued to 
be involved with Beera and when they got 
news that the children in the orphanage 
were sleeping on the floor they knew they 
had to do something.

“The goals for our trip really began out 
of need that we became aware of last year,” 
Dunnivan said. “Jacob was telling me that 
the children at high Mill’s home were in 
need of beds.”

After hearing the news that the children 
needed beds the youth group at High Mill 
Church started the “Bunk Bed Project.”

“Our youth group took this challenge on 
calling it The Bunk Bed Project and within 
a year we raised 5,000 dollars to buy bunk 
beds for all of the children at High Mill’s 
home,” he said.

When the group arrived in India they 
were greeted by the children from the home 
and presented them with hand made leis.

“It was different, they were actual flow-
ers,” Rebholz said. “They were so happy to 
see us. It was a nice welcoming to a place 
we’ve never been before.”

Acito agreed.
“The children in the home were some of, 

if not, the nicest people I have ever met,” he 
said. “The moment we arrived at the home, 
they were lined up waiting for us and hold-
ing leis completely made of flowers which 
they placed around each of our necks.”

One thing that shocked Acito the most 
was the friendship in the kids.

“Whenever you would set a foot outside 
the home you would get nearly mauled by 
around 50 kids at a time wanting to shake 
your hand and hug you and ask you, “Sir 

STORY BY JENN SHAW

15 million. That is the number of children that are orphaned in India right now  
according to Orphanoutreach.org. With the growing number of impoverished  
people in India as well as natural disasters and malaria the number of orphans is 
likely to grow. But High Mill Church is doing something to help out many children in 
need and give them someplace to call home.
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INDIA
what is your name?!” Or sometimes they 
would say, “May I have your friendship?!” 
They were beyond loving and all they 
wanted to do was help you out however 
they could,” he said.

Acito said another one of their goals was 
to hold a Vacation Bible School for 
the children at the home.

“Our goal for this trip was to 
hold a VBS for the children over 
a period of three consecutive days 
as well as visit a branch off of the 
main children’s home,” Acito said, 
“which was located in a jungle a 
few hours away from the main chil-
dren’s home campus. We also aimed 
to spread the Gospel to those who 
do not know Christ, and to those 
who do, to teach them more about it.”

However as the news of the trip spread 
around the community more and more chil-
dren wanted to attend the VBS and before 
they knew it over 800 kids had signed up.

“Children from the surrounding village 
heard that a group of Americans were com-
ing and no one wanted to miss out on the 
VBS we were planning,” Dunnivan said. 
“The first day of our VBS we were shocked 
when 600 children came walking in, all in 

‘These few days at this VBS will 
stand out to me as the best 

days of all of my life,’ he said.

a seemingly endless single file line. By the 
third day we had over 700 hundred chil-
dren.”

The children were moved by the bible 
school, one child even came up to Dun-
nivan and told him about his experience.

“One Indian teenager shared  with us 
in broken English, ‘These few days at this 
VBS will stand out to me as the best days 
of all of my life,’” he said.

Although the Indian children were not 
the only ones to walk away from the expe-
rience with something learned.

Acito said he hoped that everyone in-
volved would walk away from the experi-
ence with lasting memories.

“I hope that everyone who went on 

the trip got something unique out of it for 
themselves,” Acito said. “I know it was a 
changing experience for every member and 

that God moved in everyone’s 
lives in a powerful way.” 

Acito also hoped that oth-
ers would see the differences in 
what  Americans have and take 
for granted.

“I also hope that each person 
was able to see the major differ-
ence in culture between Ameri-
ca and India, and be able to take 
that back with them and remem-
ber that we can take many things 

for granted,” he said.
Rebholz also came to realize these dif-

ferences from going on the trip.
“Over here were so lucky as a wealthy 

country. They have nothing and are just as 
happy as us,” Rebholz said.

While these children did not have much 
they never gave up on their love for God 
which surprised Acito and made him hap-
py.

“These kids had a love for God and a 
lifestyle I never thought I would see in my 
entire lifetime, a life completely devoted to 
Jesus,” he said. n
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Annie

Szendrey

“I’m always impressed by 

the example she sets,” 

- Missy Stertzbach

senior

Story by: Clint Yoos n Photo by: Rebecca Junod

Composed of elegance, grace, 
wit and charm, senior Annie 
Szendrey dances her way through 

life – through both the challenging and 
prosperous times.

Szendrey participates in ballet, speech 
and debate and rigorous coursework on a 
daily basis. She is currently engaged in five 
AP classes; overall, she will have a total of 
11 under her belt.

In addition to academics, she has 
practiced dance and ballet since she 
was four years old. Among other 
things, Szendrey played the part 
of the Sugar Plum Fairy in “The 
Nutcracker.”

 “Dancing enables me to get lost 
in another world,” she said. “Now, 
I do competitive dancing mostly. 
I’ve been doing that since second 
grade.”

Her mother, Dr. Julie Szendrey, said she 
and her husband, Mr. Dan Szendrey, are 
extremely proud of her accomplishments. 

“She started dancing when she was four, 
but she always had a knack for it,” Julie 
Szendrey said. “It’s good for her to have 
a hobby other than her academics. She has 
something to challenge her physically.”

On a lighter note, Szendrey said she 
enjoys all types of music.

“I listen to everything because I dance 
to everything,” she said. “I love ‘Pink’ 
because she’s so diverse. I also like Taylor 
Swift. I really like anything.”

However, Szendrey is not limited to 
her success in the classroom and the dance 
floor; she is also an excellent performer in 

speech and debate. Szendrey was named 
president of speech club at the beginning 
of the year by her peers. 

Additionally, she was given the 
distinction of district champion in speech 
and debate. She said she got “the highest 
ranks from judges every round.” She said 
the feeling of winning the award was 
absolutely amazing. 

“I was literally ecstatic and was jumping 

up and down,” Szendrey said. “I was so 
excited.”

Head speech and debate coach Missy 
Stertzbach said Szendrey used to be “naïve.” 
However, over the years, Stertzbach said 
she has seen Szendrey grow into “a mature, 
self-confident, self-assured young adult.”

“[Annie] leads by example, and I’m 
always impressed by the example she sets,” 
Stertzbach said. “She’s all the things you 
want younger students to be.”

Stertzbach added her success has not 
come without sacrifice. Szendrey had to 
pull back on other activities. Stertzbach 
said time management skills were vital in 
everything she set out to do.

“[Annie’s] talented,” Stertzbach said. 
“But I think her coach ability has allowed 

her to reach the level she’s at. She’s able to 
take what I say and apply it to what she’s 
doing on stage.”

Julie Szendrey also said speech is a 
valuable tool for the rest of one’s life.

“It’s a great tool set,” she said. “Missy 
has been a great role model for Annie.”

Furthermore, Szendrey is the co-
president of math club, NHS Treasurer, 
Agape girl leader, part of Teen Board and 

Literary Magazine. She also maintains 
a job at Mathnasium

“I’ve grown up giving 110 percent,” 
she said. “[At Mathnasium], students 
of all ages come in, and I tutor them. I 
love to help people. So, it’s the perfect 
job.”

Julie Szendrey said her daughter’s 
best quality lies within her ability to 
remain pleasant, despite the staggering 

amounts of work she has to do.
“I think [Annie’s] one of those people 

who can do anything she sets her mind to,” 
Julie Szendrey said. “She has a strong faith 
and can judge what is truly important in 
this life.”

Stertzbach agreed and said most people 
would be surprised to learn what Szendrey 
is actually like.

“I would say that a lot of people look 
at [Annie] as a dreamy, artistic type,” 
Stertzbach said, “but in actuality, she’s 
a very grounded, goal-oriented girl. She 
knows what she wants to do.”

In the end, Szendrey tries to remain 
humble and pleasant. 

“I don’t sleep, but I love to laugh,” she 
said.
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This widely regarded grill will have you wanting to come 
back for more. With either inside, or outside seating, 
which allows for a nice view of Bitzer Park, Main Street 
Grill steps up to the plate in offering good service and 
very tasteful food. The upstairs of this restaurant is 
family-friendly, but as you travel to the basement, it 
becomes a more adult relevant world, with a bar and 
darker lighting.

Main Street Grill BAM: Healthy Cuisine
While this little restaurant may not be well known 
to the general public, when you take a step inside, it 
becomes an aroma of smells that will take your interest 
to a new level. It is as small as it looks, and makes you 
slightly claustrophobic, but the food will make up for it 
in the end. The only negative is that the service always 
seems a little stressed, which does not allow for a fairly 
relaxed dining experience.

First Row Centre for the Arts
Being fairly new to the district, this local 
centre offers up a great place for young 
adults to hang out and be themselves. In 

the past few months, it has hosted local, 
upcoming bands, along with student bands, such as 
Less Than Three. It is recommended to come out next 
time to this little centre and support you bands and 
enjoy the atmosphere of this groovy centre.

El Rincon
This zesty little Mexican place, 
translated as “The Corner” in English, 
is nestled on Main St. and Bachtel. 
While the outside appearance may seem 
bland, the inside is full of life and excitement. The 
service is great, and depending on the day, the servers 
could be fantastic, or non-existent. But, the food always 
remains amazing! If you haven’t been to this awesome 
restaurant yet, you have not experienced Mexican food 
of North Canton. 

Caffé Gelato
For you Italian want-to-be’s, this little café provides the 
perfect atmosphere to make you think you are actually 
enjoying the streets of Italy. Not only do they have 
imported Gelato from Italy itself, but also homemade 
cookies, local brewed soda drinks 
and fantastic soups. It is a great place 
to have business meetings, work on 
group projects for school or even 
the simple act of being able to just 
unwind in a relaxed atmosphere. 

This mood-setting, delicious restaurant is a fantastic 
place to go. Whether it is for a date, hanging out with 
friends or going there for a family night together, 
Grinder’s offers multiple meals that fit the environment. 

Not only is the staff of this place friendly 
to all their customers, they go above and 
beyond to make the experience of Grinders 
worth coming back to. As for the food, their 
homemade pies are always worth trying.

Grinders Above and Beyond

Food, glorious food. It is one of the many core supplements that help keep the human body moving. With-
out food, what would a person be? There are so many different varieties of food to choose from: Mexican, 
Chinese, Middle-Eastern, German, French, American and the list goes on and on. While those countries 

could be traveled to to try this food, North Canton has a diversified selection of food right down the road. So, 
grab a friend or family member, and drive down Main Street to check out which local restaurants are suitable to 
your tastes!

Commentary by Madeline Tauscher
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Books We Love College Search

Penn State University:
n Penn State was chartered in 1855 by the Commonwealth 
at the request of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society. It 
was then known as the Agricultural College of Pennsylvania with 
a goal of applying scientific principles to agriculture. In 1882, the 
college was changed to The Pennsylvania State College and its 
majors were broadened, and in 1952 it became the name it is 

now, Pennsylvania State University. 
n Penn State is located in State College, PA, which is also known 
as “Happy Valley.” 
n Their mascot is the Nittany Lion. This refers to the mountain 
lions that used to roam near the campus and the local landmark, 

Nittany Mountain. 
n There are over 800 clubs and organizations and nearly 90 

sororities and fraternities.
n The 8,556 acre campus has an urban setting and is around 
four hours away from North Canton. 
n Penn State had an undergraduate enrollment of 38,594 and 
a graduate enrollment of 6,639 students in 2011.

n The student-faculty ratio is 17:1.

n The student body represents all 50 states and 131 countries.

n ACT scores range from 26-30.
n Tuition for in-state students is around $17,172 and for out-of-

state students, the tuition is around $29,656.

n There are 19 branch campuses in Pennsylvania.
n The Penn State College of Engineering was ranked 17th on the 

list of the Best Engineering Undergraduate Schools.
n Penn State’s honors college, Schreyer, was one of the three 

ranked in Reader’s Digest “America’s Best” in 2011.

n Average freshman retention rate is 93.5 percent.
n Their Big 10 football team plays in Beaver Stadium, one of the 
largest arenas in North America.
n Eighty-five percent of their graduates are offered full-time 

employment within six months of graduating.

Compiled by Mara Nickel
Photo Courtesy of Penn State University

The pleasures of being a teenager 
in high school. Some are trying 
to hook- up with as many people 

possible over the weekend, while 
others are trying to avoid as much 
affiliation with others as possible, 
everyone trying to find themselves. It 
is the way that high schools seem to 
work. Aside from the hook-ups, soul 
searching and the freak outs of being 
in high school, one of the largest 
problems that affects almost everyone 

in school is bullying. While most people do not appear bullied, 
there are others who are tortured everyday and have to live with 
it themselves. What if you were bullied everyday, not only in high 
school, but through your whole educational career?

Jodee Blanco is a survivor of bullying. Starting when she was 
in elementary school, being verbally and physically abused by 
her peers has been her whole life. Her parents, who try to spoil 
their lonely child to no end, have no idea how to cope with the 
depressive state their daughter lives in. Switching schools does 
not seem to be a good solution, it seems as if every time she starts 
at a new school, things look up, and then everything turns for the 
worse. Blanco is unable to escape the treacherous grips of her 
classmates, so she has no hope in trying to go on with life. If the 
bullying is not enough, Blanco also suffers from a rare growth in 
her breasts, causing her to lose even more of her confidence.

It begins in elementary school, when Blanco helps the mentally 
handicapped children and befriends one of the girls. Blanco’s 
classmates don’t view what Blanco is doing as normal kid behavior. 
That is when all the trouble primarily begins.

Blanco then arrives in middle school. At first, she is treated 
equal, but when she makes a mistake at the ‘cool’ kids party, she 
enters the world of bullying again. 

Then Blanco graduates to high school. Carrying on from the 
previous middle school years, Blanco still remains bullied. It is not 
until her senior year that Blanco finally finds the courage in herself 
to stand up for her personal feelings.

Everything in this book is true, since Blanco recorded all her 
incidents in a journal. 

With all the years of bullying she has gone through, it has 
helped form Blanco into the amazing lady she is today.  Based on 
true events, this book was so amazing and inspiring. It is highly 
recommended to be read again and again!  Just find a chance 
to read this book because it will help you realize that bullying 
actually is an occurrence and that it should be stopped. It truly 
is amazing.

Written by Madeline Tauscher

Please Stop Laughing at Me
By: Jodee Blanco
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No matter what hallway in Hoover High School a student 
turns down, there is always some form of expression being 
emanated. Passing by the music rooms and hearing the choir 

singing, seeing the students in the AP classes busily working away, 
watching the basketball team on Fridays or reading people’s stories 
in the literary magazine help to recognize the way students express 
themselves. 
There have always been and always will be battles between 

student expression and the administration on every topic, 
from students’ free speech to the kind of clothing they wear. 
According to an essay by Tony Palmeri in the Tinker v. Des 
Moines School District (1969) case, Justice Abe Fortas said 
that restricting students’ free-speech is no different than 
stripping them of their first amendment rights.
“Teachers and students do not shed their constitutional 

rights to freedom of speech or expression at the 
schoolhouse gate,” he said.
Guidance counselor Mrs. Margie Blake agreed. She 

said student expression through whatever means is 
extremely important.
“Kids learn to be themselves through different 

means,” she said. “In sports, they strive to beat 
their best time in cross-country, in drama, they’ll 
find out they love to be on stage and writers 
find submitting their works to literary magazine 
helps them to grow.”
Either way, student expression has an impact and according 

to a 2003 article by the American Civil Liberties Union, the government 
has no right to intervene in the free expression students take part in.
“The First Amendment guarantees our right to free expression and free 

association, which means that the government does not have the right to 
forbid us from saying what we like and writing what we like. We can form 
clubs and organizations, and take part in demonstrations and rallies.”
Blake said student expression stems from learning to be you, to be an 

individual that stands out in a crowd.
“Expressing their individuality is the most challenging thing a student has to 

learn to do,” she said. “Becoming you is saying ‘I’m different and I don’t want 
to be the same as everyone else’. Seeing how a class in high school moves 
from criticizing each other to accepting their differences as seniors is a great 
thing to see; suddenly everyone realizes that differences aren’t suspicious, but 
interesting. Either way, students are discovering how they shine.” n

The versatilit y of Creativity
Katie Livick
Staff Writer

“Becoming you is saying 

‘I’m different and I don’t 

want to be the same as 
everyone else’.”

Mrs. margie Blake
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The versatilit y of Creativity
students at hoover high school 
express themselves through...
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22Music: the art of combining vocal and instrumental sounds to produce beauty of form, harmony and expression of emotion.
Whether a person composes a melody, plays an instrument, writes lyrics or sings, music is an expression of who they are 

and the life that they have lived. 
According to the New York Times, teenagers listen to an average of 2.5 hours of music per day, which means it has a great impact. 

Senior Greg Heinle agreed. Heinle has been playing the alto saxophone since fourth grade, and said he feels as if the instrument is part 
of his identity. 

“Music has given me and my best friends a way to be different,” he said. “It is what I pride myself on, and being copresident of the 
band is what many people know me for.” 

Within music, people find the freedom to express themselves. Junior Jasmine Crump, who has been playing the piano for 10 years, 
believes that music gives her an outlet for her emotions. 

“If my day has been stressful, I play the piano or sing to express how I really feel,” she said. “I usually take my emotions and put 
them into my performance.”

It has been said that the true meaning of a song lies within the lyrics, because lyrics are an expression of what an artist has been 
through. When writing a song, an artist has the ability to communicate with others who have ever felt the same way. Crump said she 
feels that performing gives her a connection with the audience. 

“When I sing a song that relates to someone, it shares a part of me with them and shows 
them who I am,” she said.

Heinle agreed. 
“People say that music is the universal language, and it is definitely the universal 
connection for me,” he said. “You can say so much without any words by the emotion 
you put into music.” n

Music
The idea of expressing oneself through the portrayal of someone else seems 

bizarre to most. However, for a few students drama is their only method of self-
expression. 

Junior Casey Polatas started performing in plays five years ago at the North Canton 
Playhouse and has participated in close to 30 shows. 

“The Playhouse is truly my second home,” she said. “Everyone is just themselves and 
never judged according to the way they act. The reason I became interested in drama was 
because it was finally a place where I felt that I had fit in.”

Her cast mates are not the only reason Polatas loves the theater. She also enjoys the feeling of being on stage, where she hopes 
people will see a girl who truly loves acting.

“The way that I express myself through drama is I put everything I have into the show I am participating in,” she said. “From my 
head to my toes I feel my whole body filled with goose bumps with the excitement that I feel once I step both my feet on the stage.”

Sophomore Tyler Murphy also participates in theater for multiple reasons.
“A lot of my friends were joining [Drama club] and I thought it might be a neat thing to be part of,” he said. 
However, what began as a hobby turned into a form of self-expression. 
“I express myself by being able to play different characters and testing out different personalities,” Murphy said. 
Polatas also takes pride in being able to be herself while playing the part of someone completely different.
“I always make sure to imagine myself in the exact era of what I am tying to portray so that I am accomplishing everything toward 

my part to the best of my ability,” she said. 
She said she hopes people not only appreciate the work that goes into doing the play, but also the true passion she exhibits on stage.
“I hope the things that people pick up from me performing is seeing someone purely enjoying herself and seeing the twinkle in my 

eye while on stage in front of people,” she said. 
Murphy also hopes people realize how much fun he has while performing, considering it has become a huge part of his life.
“I couldn’t imagine how my life would turn out if I stopped acting." n

Drama

Story by KirSty malloy

Story by KelSea daniluK 
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While literature can mean many different things to people, the art of writing is 
a practice that is basically timeless. Writing can be a personally enriching ex-
perience for those that choose to pick up the pen. Whether a student chooses 

to write poetry, short stories or essays, it does not diminish the meaning to the students.
Mr. Andy Rankin, English teacher and literary magazine adviser, said he has been in-

volved with literary magazine for about five years.
“There was an opening and I thought it would be fun,” Rankin said.

Although being involved with literary magazine has not changed how he thinks of teenage writers, he said it has reminded him of 
how talented student writers can be.

“Lit mag has reinforced my belief that teenagers are capable of great writing,” he said.
Senior Jasmine McNenny submitted a short story to last year’s magazine called “The Necklace” which was picked as a favorite and 

labeled a winner. McNenny said writing for her is a personal thing.
“I used to write for fun, but now it’s more like an emotional release,” she said. “I’ll get an idea for a poem or story and I’ll have to 

write it down, otherwise I can’t stop thinking about it.”
In addition to being an outlet for her emotions, she said writing helps her work through stress.
“If I’m ever sad or confused or angry, [I’ll try to write something down about it],” she said.
Senior Amanda Pitrof, who has submitted to literary magazine in the past and plans to submit a poem called “Rain” to this year’s 

literary magazine, said writing is also a personal, therapeutic activity for her.
“I first started really writing sophomore year,” Pitrof said. “I wrote a little freshman year, but nowhere near as much. I went through 

hard times freshman year and it led into my sophomore year. [Writing] helped take my mind off it.”
According to her, writing is like a form of catharsis, but it one’s motivation to write is not the most important factor.
“It doesn’t necessarily matter why you write as long as you do.” n

Many students take one art class solely to fulfill their art requirements for graduation. However, a few students have found that 
art is much more than just a class, allowing it to become a significant aspect of their character.

Senior Allison Busby has always loved art due to her exposure to it at a young age.
“I don’t really remember a time when I wasn’t interested in art,” she said. “It runs in my family so I kind of grew up around it.” 
One of Busby’s main reasons for creating art is the reaction she receives from others.
“I want people to like my art and, most importantly, be able to relate to it,” she said. “I love when people are impressed by what I 

do. It gives a nice little confidence boost.”
Senior Dylan Moats agreed that expressing a relatable topic through different art forms, such as paint, watercolor, charcoal and 

colored pencils is important.
“In Art V this year, I’m doing a bunch of pieces that have to deal with fears and phobias,” he said. “I hope people get a little 

perspective on what it is like to have those fears when they look at my art.”
Moats not only hopes to help others discover themselves through his art, but also to express his emotions.
“I use different colors to express myself through art,” he said. “If I’m in a bad mood, I tend to use a lot of blues, and dark colors. 

When I’m in a better mood I like to use brighter colors. It also depends on what it is I am making. I always like to include a part of me 
in each piece somehow.”

In fact, Moats’s favorite creation is the perfect example of self-expression.
“My favorite piece of art was a self-portrait that I made in Art III because it was the 

first time I really applied myself to my art and it turned out better than anything I have 
ever done,” he said.

Busby said she agreed that art is definitely a form of self-expression.
“Art is basically a way to say what’s on your mind that you don’t have the [guts] to 

say out loud.” n

Art
Writing

Story by xavier carr

Story by KelSea daniluK
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Sports
Academics

When players leave the court, field or track, they may leave their rackets, bats and balls; however, what they take with them is 
lessons that cannot be learned anywhere else. 

Junior Megan Kennelly said she expresses herself through playing tennis and has made many friends through this sport.
“It helps me express who I am because it surrounds me with friends who share the same interest,” Kennelly said.
This is the same case for senior Shane Breckinridge, who plays lacrosse.
“Lacrosse has given me many friends from other schools,” he said. “It has also taught me how to talk to many different types of 

people [with different personality traits]. Lacrosse has also gives me the ability to pursue what I believe in.”
Playing tennis helps keep Kennelly’s life balanced in everything she does.
“Tennis helps keep everything in my life balanced between friends, family, and my schoolwork,” she said. 
In addition to balancing life in and outside of school, Breckinridge said playing lacrosse helps him stay focused on his goals — both 

short and long term.
“Lacrosse keeps me focused and helps with other aspects of my life,” he said. “Lacrosse has taught me to make goals, focus on them, 

and achieve them through hard work and dedication.”
As well as helping Kennelly express herself, she said playing a sport comes with many advantages.
“It keeps me busy, keeps me in shape, and I’ve learned to be a member of a team,” she 

said.
For Breckinridge, he said his sport has taught him to always give his best effort in 

everything he does.
“Lacrosse has taught me to work hard at everything I do,” he said. “It has taught me 

to always give 110 percent. Lacrosse has taught me to be a better, hardworking and more 
accepting person.” n

When students think of expressing themselves, the spotlight normally shines on art 
and music. However, academics have become one of the most competitive fields 
in high school as the grade point averages rise and A’s become average.

“Academics pretty much take up most of my life at this point,” excelling student and junior 
Amy Roshak said. “It also brings about a great deal of stress, but I’m okay with that because 
I know all this hard work will pay off someday.”
Senior Taylor Zhang said that his hard work towards his education now will “pay off” in 
the future.

“All the things we take for granted would not be possible if it were not for the efforts of intelligent academia from history,” he said. “If 
I can be a part of that, there’s not much more I could ask for in life.”
Like any other hobby students have, academics have major time consumption.
“I spend a lot of time working on homework and educational-related activities that will promote a more successful future,” she said. “I 
spend anywhere between a half hour and an hour and a half [studying] the night before, depending on the subject.”
The amount Zhang spends focused on school affects his life as well.
“I don’t get a lot of sleep during the week; it’s like an average of 4-5 hours each night,” he said. “It doesn’t feel too good. It limits the 
free time I have but I still manage to hang out with friends.” 
Although the work takes up a large portion of their time, Roshak said she thinks her AP classes are worth it.
“I love taking difficult classes and challenging myself because it is when I’m under these stressful conditions that I really learn how 
much I can handle,” she said.
For these two, academics don’t end at grades and tests, but expand to a universal viewpoint.
 “It seems unfortunate to live in a world you don’t understand.” Zhang said. “You would be missing out on a lot of different things out 
there.” n

Story by Adrienne devore

Story by emily plAver
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Volunteering

Religion

If a student wants to get involved at Hoover, there are many activities that do not require any special skills or talents, where only a 
passion for helping is needed. Many clubs give students the opportunity to help others and spend time with their class mates.
Senior John Brown volunteers for several school activities, including the Leadership Interact Club. Brown said he likes to volunteer 

to help others. 
“I try to get involved in a lot of activities because it always makes me feel good when I help people,” Brown said. “If you want to get 

involved with a club all you have to do is listen to the morning announcements and you are bound to find a club you are interested in.” 
Students like to volunteer outside of school as well. Senior Melissa Bentler coaches a middle school volleyball team for her church, as 

well as many other activities for school. Bentler said balancing her activities and school can be difficult. 
“It’s hard doing a bunch of after school activities when I have a lot of homework to do, but I always find a way to balance the two,” 

she said. 
Bentler said she enjoys volunteering not only because of how it feels, but because it is fun too. 
“The kids I coach are always really fun and it makes it really enjoyable for them and for me,” she said.
Brown said volunteering is an effective way to express himself.
“I work all the time so it’s hard to do a lot of volunteer work, but when I do it always 

makes me feel good because I get to interact with people in a way that I don’t usually get 
to,” Brown said. “It’s fun and helps me experience new things.” 
Bentler said it also has some effects on her in school.
“After I [volunteer] I always feel good, which helps with my school work later and 

improves my day,” she said.
Bentler said that volunteering has helped define her as a person.
“It’s really helped me define myself in a way I didn’t think I could.” n

When people think of expressing themselves, religion is often one of the key fac-
tors that plays into the equation. It defines people not only as individuals, but 
also as a group by which they can connect with others on a personal level. 

Hoover math teacher, Mr. Jeff Kreis, is one of the people who defines himself through 
religion.

“My faith gives me a purpose that goes beyond just satisfying my own selfish desires,” 
Kreis said. “The Bible teaches [us that] others are more important than ourselves, and to 
put them before ourselves, so looking for ways to help or serve others is something that I 

do regularly.”
Senior, Sanna Swisher, has also felt a change in  her life because of religion.
“It has changed the way I act towards people and changed my view on life in general. Religion defines who I am as a person; it is not 

just a religion, it is my faith,” Swisher said. 
Kreis feels another factor in choosing religion as a way to represent yourself is deciding how it will help you through life decisions.
“Being a Christian gives me great comfort in difficult times, and because Christianity emphasizes a personal relationship with Jesus, 

it is not just a religion,” Kreis said. “I feel that He is with me at all times, as the Bible says, I get comfort through prayer, reading the 
Bible and speaking with other believers.”

Swisher agrees life would be more difficult without her faith in God.
“[Religion] makes it really easy to trust God and rely on His strengths. He really helps me cope through hard events,” Swisher said.
“A big part of religion is the framework behind it and the commitment behind it.” 
Kreis agreed that this is true.
“My Christianity gives me a framework in which to answer the big questions, like: ‘why are we here?’ ‘what’s our purpose on earth?’ 

and ‘how should we live our lives and treat others,” Kreis said. n

Story by pAiton Swope

Story by Stephen bowerSox
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Our Mission:
“We strive to provide our honest opinions while representing 
all sides, and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions”

Paying for your actions
Choices have the power to impact your life for better or for 

worse. 
As a child, former Hoover football player Erick Howard had a 

rough life. He grew up with no father, and during his junior year of 
high school, he lived with Hoover football coach Mr. Don Hertler. 
Although he faced all these challenges, there were many people 
willing to help him through it and to better his life. Howard, 
however, still ended up making a terrible mistake.

Howard was sentenced to 30 years in prison Feb. 7 for 
aggravated burglary, aggravated robbery, kidnapping and rape. 

He was able to plea bargain, but chose not to. He was presented 
with several choices to make, but he ultimately ended up making 
harmful ones. Had he chose not to break into that house and do 
the things he did, it is tough to say where he might be right now. 

The staff here believes in ethical choices. Choices are what gets 
us to the places we are in life. Even though you are not guaranteed 
a better future good choices you make, people will appreciate and 
respect your moral character. Moreover, your conscience will be 
guilt free. 

It would be overly harsh to personally attack Erick Howard since 
we also believe in avoiding overly strong judgments. The bottom 
line is that Erick Howard made a mistake and the punishment he 
received is more or less justified.

Make your ballot count
Before you cast your ballot in March, make sure to become 

educated on the Republican candidates running for nomination. 
Although many believe their vote does not count, here at The 
Viking Views, we think every vote matters, especially in these 
close primary elections. 

On page 6 we have provided an unbiased glimpse at the 
opinions of each candidate on important issues, but further 
research should be done to ensure you are making the best choice 
for yourself. Everyone has an issue they feel strongly about, or 
connects with them on a personal level. Look into that issue, see 
the opinion each candidate has on that issue and that may sway 
your vote. 

Even if you are not old enough to vote, it is still important to 
research the candidates hoping to run the country. You can still 
take place in canvassing and campaigning for a candidate even 
if you are under 18. Even though you are not directly voting, you 
can find some way to make a difference in this election. 

And Democrats, although you probably do not care who wins 
the primary as long as Obama wins the final race, you should 
still know the opinions of the opposers. Everyone becomes 
argumentative during a presidential election, so researching the 
candidates will better prepare you to make an educated argument 
on why you disagree with them. 

Stay responsible, Hoover High
Responsibility. It’s a simple enough concept. You take care of 

what is expected of you, and in return, others trust you to take 
care of the job.

However, responsibility also works the other way around. 
When you break the rules and fail in the face of expectation, the 
people around you begin to lose faith in you fundamentally. 

This is why the, for lack of a better term, “drug dogs” are a 
necessary evil. The Viking Views feels that their service could be 
rendered unnecessary if people could follow the rules that most 
people do a good job of obeying.

However, the day when everyone obeys the rules is not in 
the foreseeable future. Children in high school will continue to 
use drugs for as long as there is a reasonable opportunity to. 
Therefore, the K-9 unit becomes necessary once again.

Their presence is not an intrusion of your rights as a student. 
This is a public institution funded by the government. As a result, 
the school officials have the right to guard the school in a manner 
deemed the most appropriate. 

Obviously, if you have nothing to hide, then you have nothing 
to fear as well.

It’s a necessary evil unfortunately. But the school must do what 
it takes to make sure its students are protected and are in a stable, 
learning environment.
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“I express myself through acting and music. When I am in a bad 
mood I tend to write small songs on the piano or on my ukulele. 
When I get on stage I also express myself through my character. If 
I have a bad day I tend to bottle my thoughts and feelings up and 
let the emotions soar on stage.”
— Megan Ostrofsky, 12

“I express myself through my actions and activities. If I am in a 
good mood, it shows in the way I act and how I preform. However, 
if I am in a bad mood, I have a hard time successfully complet-
ing simple tasks or even holding a regular conversation without 
showing. “
— Sam Hankins, 11

“I express myself by painting cre-
ative things on my nails. I express 
my moods with my clothes.”
— Emily Finley, 10

“I express myself through my clothing. I also express myself 
through my music and as well as acting. I wear clothes that are 
fun and nice which is what I am.”
— Jasmine Crump, 11

“I would want my spouse to be an honest, caring and interesting 
person. When someone is being honest with you, there is a good 
base for a relationship. An interesting person that is more unique 
than the average spouse, which I believe is a good trait to hold.”
— Jake Garfield, 10 

“I like to express myself in my cloth-
ing. One item of clothing I wear a 
lot are my Sperrys. Also the kind 
of music I listen to. I love alterna-
tive music. Sometimes I also like to 
draw.”
— Jenny Michel, 10

“I express myself through music. Depending on how I feel that 
day, I will play music on the piano that represents how I feel.”
— Kaitlyn Essig, 12

In what ways do you 
express yourself?

“I received flowers and 
got really excited about 
getting them and then 
I found out that they 
weren’t for me.”
— Bre Ganuelas, 11

“I ran into Wal-  
Mart with a big 
heart costume 
on and asked for 
free hugs.”
— Joseph Danks, 
11

Valentine’s Day experience?
What is your most awkward 
Views
Student

 “I went on a double 
date and she left with 
my friend.”
— Jordan Dunne, 11

“Last year I got a doz-
en roses and I thought 
they were from my 
boyfriend, but they 
were from my dad in-
stead.”
—Sarah Mills, 12

“I made reservations 
at The Waffle House 
for my fiance and I.”
— Mr. Benn Draher, 
teacher

Staff
and
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Dear Editors...

Prom is approaching quickly. There’s only a few more months left to start saving up money for all the expenses that come with Prom, find the perfect dress, 
and rent that fancy limo. But stop and imagine this for a moment. Imagine it’s Prom night and when you get to the dance, you dance with your friends, and 
pretend to be having a good time, but secretly you’re miserable. That one special person in your life is missing. Your long-time boyfriend/girlfriend isn’t there. 
So when the slow songs come on, you sneak off to the bathroom to call that significant other, hoping and praying that the song will end. Maybe things would 
have been different, more enjoyable if that special someone had been there with you. Too bad they were an underclassman.

Hoover High School has had a policy of barring underclassmen from Prom. I know a lot of you believe that this is a fair rule. You have to put in your two 
years of being an underclassman before you can enjoy the perks of seniority such as Prom. I understand that, but look at it from a different point of view. What 
if you ARE an upperclassman who has put in the time, and has enough seniority to go to Prom? You should be allowed to take the date of your choice, right? 
Many college students attend Prom with their junior or senior dates because Hoover High School allows people up to the age of 21 to attend school dances. 
You should be allowed to enjoy a night as amazing as Prom with someone important to you. So what about the people who are dating underclassmen? School 
policy states that people older than most seniors or juniors are allowed to attend Prom, but the policy put in place by a vote from the junior and senior classes 
doesn’t take into  account the handful of people who are dating younger than their grade.

Now you may be shaking your head and saying, “There is no way I’m letting them open Prom up to underclassmen. It’ll ruin Prom!” But I’d like to propose 
a reasonable change in policy. If underclassmen are asked by a senior to Prom, they should be allowed to attend. It’s just as simple as that. I’m not saying we 
have to invite all sophomores and freshmen, just those that have been asked and are in a serious relationship. This will allow seniors who are dating someone 
younger than them to happily attend prom without the large change in policy. A small handful of upperclassmen date below their grade so it, in all reality, 
wouldn’t change the Prom experience except for those people. Your prom night wouldn’t be in jeopardy of being “ruined,” but it would satisfy those who 
should have just as much right as you to bring the date of their choice.

There may be some one you who still aren’t convinced because you believe the freshmen and sophomores should have to wait their two years just like 
we had to. But the juniors and seniors who want to change this policy have paid their dues. They’ve waited the required two years. Many juniors dating and 
underclassman even choose to stay home and spend time with that younger significant other instead of attending Prom so they put in more time waiting than 
most people. The seniors dating underclassmen are out of luck though. They have to chance taking a longtime boyfriend or girlfriend who is one or two grades 
younger than them to the last dance of their high school career.

I have asked every person I possibly can to help change the policy. I went to administration multiple times. I have run in circles trying to find a way to solve 
this issue, but I’ve hit dead ends and road blocks. What I’m asking from you, juniors and seniors, is that when the vote is taken to okay who can attend Prom, 
please think about this letter. Think about how much allowing freshmen and sophomores, who have been invited to prom, to come would mean to your class-
mate. When its time to vote, think about how amazing you can make prom for someone else. You should probably know this too; in the beginning my fight to 
change this policy was just about Jimmy and me. It never occurred to me that other people were in a similar situation, but now I know. I have spoken to other 
couples who believe in my cause just as much as I do. That makes this so much more important, I think, because it’s not just about me anymore. It’s about 
these other couples. There will be others after me in the same situation and they deserve to dance with their boyfriend or girlfriend at Prom just as much as 
I do with Jimmy. Thank you.

Mackenzie Sommers
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The dictionary defines a traditional 
family as one which is considered 
to be a normal family unit. Beyond 

that, there are no binding restrictions on 
what a family should be. Is it one in which 
all members are happy, or one in which its 
members must be classified into a set ste-
reotype? The 
defining fac-
tor of a family 
unit should be 

about just that — being a family. It 
should have nothing to with sexual-
ity, number of children or any other 
special circumstances that tend to 
change people’s opinions of family values. 

Recently, JC Penney decided to make celebrity talk-show host 
Ellen DeGeneres its spokesperson. But, without fail, that would 
have to spark controversy within some group; and thus, One Mil-
lion Moms decided to protest. 

One Million Moms is a group of people that want to uphold the 
“traditional family value,” and they have decided it is not possible 
to obtain that goal while having a lesbian be a spokesperson at a 
store that carries children’s clothing. 

According to the One Million Moms Foundation, “by jumping 
on the pro-gay bandwagon, JC Penney is attempting to gain a new 
target market and in the process, are going against God.” By that 

Swooping the System
Paiton Swope 
Traditional What 

logic, they now have the ability to judge anyone they please and 
determine what the traditional family should look like.

Unfortunately for them, that’s just not reality. Maybe it’s me, 
or maybe it’s the fact that it truly doesn’t matter, but why is being 
gay such a huge issue? Honestly, does Ellen’s sexuality really have 
anything to do with the kind of person she is? No, it does not. 

One Million Moms, and all the other homophobic people out 
there, have to realize a few obvious facts. Let’s be real here, ho-
mosexuals do not wake up in the morning and say ‘wow, I really 
feel like being gay today,’ in the same way that heterosexuals do 

not wake up with the though process 
of, ‘I am really attracted to the oppo-
site sex today.’ 

Basically, what One Million Moms 
has to look at here is the fact that 
people really do not choose to be 
gay; therefore, if something is not a 
choice, then it is not something that 

can be seen as a break in the traditional family. 
So, what then is the traditional family? Since the dictionary 

gives us such a broad definition, we are left to infer the rest. By 
that reasoning, One Million Moms’ definition of a traditional fam-
ily could be different from that of Ellen DeGeneres’ view. If that’s 
the case, One Million Moms has no right to judge Ellen’s lifestyle.

While One Million Moms decided to have all of their followers 
call their local JC Penney stores and complain, JC Penney did not 
comply with their goal. Instead, they released a statement saying 
that it was not Ellen’s sexuality that decided her role as a spokes-
person for the company; instead, they chose her for the person 
she is and continues to be.  

should be about just that; being a family.”
family 

“The defining factor of a 
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It seems as though we can not go one 

day without getting onto Facebook or 
Twitter and seeing a fight breaking out. 

Not only are these fights juvenile and usu-
ally ridiculous, they are childish and, hon-
estly, they make you look like a fool. 

Whether it is about your religious views 
or a fight you and your friend had that day 
at school, why do you have to post it all 
over everyone’s newsfeed or timeline for 
the world to see? No one cares that you 

think another girl is trashy or that you think you are better than 
everyone else. We do not want to 
hear about the rivalry between you 
and the girl you have hated since el-
ementary school. 

If you really need to fight with 
someone through technology instead 
of having a conversation about it in 
person, text them, call them or find 
a way to communicate with them that does not include public 
social networking sites. Seriously, it only paints you and everyone 
else involved in a bad light. Grow up and realize that fighting over 
the internet, no matter what site you are using, is immature.

No one needs to know about your personal life except for your 
close friends. We do not want to hear about how you and your 
boyfriend broke up last night, or how you’re going to party every 
night because you hate your parents and you just want to have 
fun. 

That’s great, do as you please, but keep it off of Facebook. The 
students at Hoover, and anyone else who can see your posts, re-
ally do not care how much you drank or how many parties you 
went to over the weekend. If we want to know, we will ask you. If 
we care what you’re going through, you’ll know it.

When I was in middle school, I used to do the same things. I 
would go home from school upset and vent it onto Facebook for 
the world to see. Since then, all of us have grown up; or at least I 
would certainly hope we have. This is not middle school, kids, and 
our lives do not belong on the internet. Personal lives are meant 
to be personal, and your problems are meant to be your own.

Share with your friends, write it in a journal, do something oth-
er than bashing other people through the internet and letting ev-
eryone know what is going on in your life. We really do not care to 
hear the names of all the people you have grudges against, or all 
the people you have fought with from sixth grade to high school. 
Hate them in your mind and in conversations with your fiends, not 
through a status or a tweet. Do you understand how juvenile and 
foolish you seem when you bash someone online?

Who cares if some people feel the same way? When that per-
son sees what you have publicly said about them, it will hurt them. 
If you have a problem with them, tell them that you need to find a 
way to get together and have a civilized conversation about it that 
does not end in screaming, yelling, clawing, or Facebook fights.

Stay classy, clean up your act and maybe grow up just a lit-
tle bit. We should really be past the point where we even have 

fights over social networking sites, 
cell phones or anything other than a 
face to face conversation. Tell some-
one when you have a problem with 
them, and stop being so immature 
about it.

When you graduate from high 
school and go out into the world, 

you are not going to have a computer to hide behind anymore, 
social sites to vent your anger into or your best friends standing 
with you, ready to back you up.

You are going to have to learn how to confront someone you 
have a problem with, and work with them to solve it. If you can’t 
do that, you are going to have a long life full of enemies and use-
less drama that you would be much better off without.

Although I find it annoying, I am aware that I have been that 
person in the past; the one who lets a comment someone made 
on Facebook get to them and fights them back through the 
comments on an ill-advised status. We have all wanted to snap 
at someone at least once when they have dissed something or 
someone that we truly care about; or when they have flat out just 
dissed us.

The thing is, we have to rise above the immature people that 
try to provoke us. Be the mature one, let it go and move on. Learn 
not to care about what they think and do exactly what makes you 
happy, no matter what comments people may make. Your life is 
yours and you should be able to live it as you please.

That being said, please keep your quarrels off of Facebook.

“...we have to rise above the

immature
people that try to provoke us.”

The Desert Fox
Jenna Romell
The Social Network

In Reply...
Dear Mackenzie,

We understand that you feel passionately about taking Jimmy to Prom and we think it is touching that you have gone through so much trouble to experience a special 
night with that special someone. While we are not in the position to change the Prom policy or the minds of the upperclassmen, we do have a few suggestions as to 
how you can communicate your argument more effectively. This letter is a great start to communicating the importance of your wish with your peers. However, those 
who are not in your position and are not in a relationship with a forbidden underclassmen may still have difficulty allowing younger students to attend Prom because it 
has been this way for some time now. In order to make your argument more appealing to stoic upperclassmen, we suggest altering your argument to make it a little less 
extreme. For example, you may propose a limit on the number of underclassmen admitted to the dance, so that it is not completely overrun by freshmen. Administration 
or the upperclassmen on Prom Committee can decide which underclassman-upperclassman couples may be admitted based on applications submitted by each couple. 
If a couple is willing to fill out an application simply to attend Prom then why should they be stopped? 

Though we cannot make the decision for the juniors and seniors, we hope that they do consider all factors before making their final verdict. Your dedication is admi-
rable and we believe all students should jump through hoops to accomplish their goals, regardless of anyone else’s opinion of their ideas. There is no telling what choice 
the upperclassmen will make. We can only hope that the final compromise is one that pleases nearly everyone, allowing Prom to be an enjoyable night for all.
Sincerely, 

The Editors

The Viking Views.opinion
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Peter Pan is swooping into Hoover 
High School. Lost boys, sword 
fights, pirates, faith trust and 

pixie dust — even a Hook hungry, tick-
ing crocodile — fill the stage of Hoover 
Hall.

It tell the story of Peter, a high flying 
fun loving boy who refuses to grow up 
and thrives off of aggravating his nem-
esis, the evil Captain Hook.

Directed by Mr. Kim Jacoby, the mu-
sical runs from Feb. 23-26.  Senior Kate 
Pelini plays the lead in the adaptation of 
Piers Chater Robinson’s classic story.

“The audience can get really involved,” 

she said. “It will be good to come and 
see.” 

Neverland is a place where no one 

grows up, childhood is perpetual and fun 
is abundant.

While growing up cannot be stalled for 
the cast of Peter Pan, 
great enjoyment came 
from putting together 
this epic portrayal of 
a classic story, ac-
cording to junior Kir-
by Flowers.

“It’s most fun to 
be around everyone,” 
he said. “To get to 
know one another — 
there’s always inter-
actions with people 
you might not [have] 
know before.” 

According to Ja-
coby, the cast and 
crew are composed of 
60 cast members, 30     
theatre tech members, 
and 22 orchestra play-
ers. 

According to se-
nior Clint Owens, 
who plays the part of 
Wendy’s father, Mr. 
Darling, the extensive 
rehearsals following 
Christmas break paid 
off. 

“Rehearsals were 
all right once ev-
eryone has all their 
lines memorized,” he 
said. “It goes really 

smoothly.” 
Jacoby agreed.
“It all came together in seven weeks,” 

he said. “Most  
[p roduc t ions ] 
do anywhere 
from seven to 14 
weeks.”

 According 
to Owens, Peter 
Pan is an enjoy-
ment for people 
of all ages.

“It’s definite-
ly child friendly, magical even,”  he said. 
“For adults and teens it’s a take back to 
their childhood from the cartoon movie.”

Makeup truly transforms the actors 
into their roles, according to Owens, and 
the theatre tech students from the middle 
school/high school are in charge of bring-
ing the characters to life through makeup.

A large change from musicals in the 
past is the professional set that, accord-
ing to Owens, was acquired from an                            
off-Broadway company. 

Flowers said such a set really enhances 
the mood of the production.

“We got a pro set,” he said. “It’s really 
nice.”

In addition, Jacoby said many parents 
helped in the production, doing anything 
from working on costumes to ticket sales 
and other areas of support — adding they 
are an integral portion of what will make 
the play come together and truly become 
Peter Pan.

A veteran of the stage, Pelini said the 
biggest joy she gets from participation in 
Hoover’s annual musical is “to do stuff not 
done in other shows.” 

For Pelini’s role, she said this includes 
flying around on stage — an opportunity 
not available to most students or high 
school musical productions.

The experience of Peter Pan coming 
together was something that will stay with 
the cast members long after the makeup 
and line memorization wears off, accord-
ing to cast members.

“It has been such an amazing experi-
ence,” Pelini said. n

“It all came together in seven 
weeks.” 

— Mr. Kim Jacoby

Laura Kingsley
Staff Writer
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February 23rd - 26th 2012
Thursday 7pm pm pm & 7pm pm

HOOVER VOCAL MUSIC’S 
Production of

‘Away we go’
Peter Pan brings musical magic to Hoover Hall

entertainment.The Viking Views
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Music has been a leading industry 
for centuries, to get rid of a 
certain type of music could 

cause a public outcry or public rejoicing. In 
a particular case, this was such the incident 
that occurred for the band Rammstein.

Rammstein is a German-cultured, heavy 
metal band that consists of a 
group of five men in their thirties. 
In 1998, two band members were 
arrested after a concert in the 
United States for doing explicit 
actions on stage during a concert. 
Able to pay for the two members 
to be released, Rammstein did 
not feel as if the United States 
treated the foreign band fairly. Canceling 
the rest of their American tour, Rammstein 
returned to Germany. Now, 15 years later, 
Rammstein has returned.

For senior Trina Lambert, hearing that 
Rammstein is returning to the States was 
great news. 

“[It’s] fantastic to hear they are coming 
back,” Lambert said.

A primary reason Lambert enjoys 
Rammstein so much is because it influences 
her to learn the German language.

“It really does influence you to learn 
German so you can speak with them, 
and sing along with them and actually 
understand what they are saying in their 
songs,” Lambert said. 

Junior Stephanie Sabo said she has the 
same feelings as Lambert.

“While the language can be dark, they 
always have really good lyrics,” Sabo said. 
“Overall, they are an interesting band.”

There are lovers of Rammstein, much 
like Lambert and Sabo, and there are haters 
of Rammstein. For junior Stefan Harrigan, 
Rammstein, in his eyes, is a disgrace.

“I’ll be quite honest and say I don’t think 
the band’s music should be allowed back in 
the U.S.,” Harrigan said. “Yes, this nation 
stands for freedom of speech and music is 
definitively a part of that, but when your 
speech, or in this case, music, is so full of 
vulgarity, hostility and pure hatred, that 
right becomes a privilege that can be taken 
away.”

Harrigan, who lived in Austria when 
he was younger, said the influence of 
Rammstein in Germany and Austria has 
been down-grading.

“Some of the most fantastic composers 
and musical artists have come from 
Germanic nations and for them to be 
followed by people like Rammstein is very 

saddening,” he said. “I mean, I have a very 
strong Austrian and German background 
and for my culture to be represented through 
this group frustrates me. German culture is 
in no way based on anger and vulgarity, yet 
Rammstein’s crudeness carries over such 
ideals as they, through every appearance 
and lyric, become unofficial, unwanted 
representatives of Germany.”

Harrigan may view 
Rammstein as unwanted and 
“just a mish mash of angry, 
repulsive and disturbing male 
voices, violent thrashes on drum 
sets, all topped off with electric 
blasts that the off tune guitarists 
think add value,” his view on 
their educational value is even 
lower. 

“I think the only thing we will 
be learning from Rammstein’s 
crude attempts at music is that 
there are always people out 
there who don’t care, who are 
so engulfed by some ridiculous 
delusion that they can’t see that 
what they are doing in absurd 
and ridiculous,” he said.

However, German teacher 
Ms. Kelly Rostedt views it as 
an opportunity to teach the 
language. 

“The students are familiar 
with the language,” she said. 
“Songs like Du Hasst has 

Rammstein is back
German band returns America after 15 years
Madeline Tauscher
Staff Writer motivated students to look into music more 

and look more into translating what the 
lyrics are saying. It sort of brings a real life 
element into the classroom.”

Only a few of Rammstein’s songs have 
inappropriate lyrics in them, in which 
Rostedt is fully aware of avoiding.

“I don’t feel as if many of the lyrics 
are appropriate, therefore I can’t 
show them in the classroom,” she 
said. “Although I do like to use 
other songs to help my students 
learn German and help with their 
vocabulary.”

Lambert agreed.
“It really does encourage students 

to learn a new language,” she said. 
As for having Rammstein come back 

after nearly 15 years, Rostedt said she  
thinks it gives them a second chance. 

“I think everyone deserves a second 
chance,” she said.

Sabo shared the same views.
“I think every band does controversial 

things, they just deserve a second chance,” 
she said. n

“[It’s] fantastic to hear they are 
coming back .” 
- Trina Lambert
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Ben Leeson

The music industry nowadays is a competitive sink or swim 
business that requires a lot of motivation and passion to 
get to the top. Fortunately, many aspiring artists have taken 

today’s internet technology and are using it to their advantage. 
YouTube has a big influence on their music career whether it is by 
just simply sharing their love of music to the public or getting their 
music out there to potential producers and employers.

Aspiring musicians come from all age groups, but most artists 
that use YouTube are from 
the earlier groups. That is why 
numerous high school students 
have started to use YouTube as a 
way to share their music to the 
public.

Junior Mike Cudoto, band 
member of LessThanThree, said 
his band decided to put their 
videos on YouTube when they 
made their band’s website.

“It was an easy way to show some of our songs and see how we 
looked and sounded live,” he said.

Senior Rylie Jobe said she started putting music online for a 
different reason.

“The first time I put my music on YouTube, I was in eighth 
grade,” she said. “I decided to do so just simply because I wanted 
to see what people thought.”

Whether artists put their music up on YouTube for themselves 
or for other people, they always get the same result: feedback.

Junior Kiahna Saneshige said she has gotten more comments 
on her music than ever before now that she has it online.

uYo Tube

cc

Less Than Three

“Even though publicity isn’t my main concern when I put videos 
up on YouTube, I feel that it keeps increasing, like the number of 
views, comments, shares and subscribers,” she said. “As of now, 
I have about 1300 subscribers and 15600 total video views. It’s 
crazy to comprehend that many people are watching my videos.”

Jobe agrees with this statement and said YouTube lets anyone 
in the world able to hear your music give you feedback.

“If my music wasn’t online, all those strangers that may watch 
my videos or listen to my songs 
wouldn’t have ever heard me,” 
she said. “If only my friends and 
family are the ones that know 
I even play music, chances are I 
wouldn’t get anywhere with it.”

Not only does YouTube allow 
artists to get more comments 
on their work, it may potentially 
set up more gigs for them in the 
future. 

Cudoto said if LessThanThree hadn’t put their work on YouTube, 
they probably wouldn’t have been able to play the shows they 
have played.

“One of the first questions that some of the venue owners 
ask us if they can hear how we sound live,” he said. “Thanks to 
YouTube, they are able to trust that we’ll put on a good show.”

YouTube can also help artists because when they put their 
work online, it is always there, unlike a live performance that a 
viewer can only see once.

Hoover High School graduate and current Ohio University 
student Ben Leeson said people will forget a name, lyrics and 

Hoover Student Musicians

“If only my friends and family are 
the ones that know I even play 

music, chances are I wouldn’t get 
anywhere with it.”

- Rylie Jobe
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Kiahna Saneshige

cc

Rylie Jobe

Hoover Student Musicians

what you look like, but if they rediscover you online and like what 
they hear, you will be a solidified idea in their mind.

“It’s easy to get lost in the sea of people that one may encounter 
in college; there are countless other musicians trying to make 
it,” he said. “Some are legitimately good and will go somewhere 
musically, but most are easily forgettable and one way to ensure 
that people will remember you is by using social networking and 
YouTube to share music and ideas.” 

YouTube has affected many 
aspiring artists and is an easy and 
effective way to share musical 
talents.

“I feel YouTube has affected 
aspiring artists definitely in a 
positive way,” Saneshige said. 
“Having your music out there for 
lots of people to hear is inspiring 
in itself and YouTube does just 
that.”

Cudoto concurs with this and said it might even help people in 
a different way.

“I think YouTube is a great way for anybody with musical talent 
to put their music out in public,” he said. “People might not be 
comfortable playing live in front of people, but YouTube makes it 
so everyone can hear them without having to have stage fright.”

YouTube allows anyone to put up their music at any time and 
as frequently as they wish.

“I’ll put new YouTube videos up once every few months,” 
Jobe said. “Also, I have recently started to upload songs you can 
download on ReverbNation.com.”

Saneshige said she puts her music up online whenever she has 
free time from her other activities.

“I try to put up at least one a month and sometimes I put two 
up at one time,” She said. “It all depends on when I have time 
between school and extracurricular activities.”

Now that Jobe has put her work on YouTube, she said she 
would recommend it to other artists.

“I would recommend it to other artists because you can see 
how people react to you and your 
musical ability,” she said. “It’s 
a great way to get constructive 
criticism.”

Leeson agrees and said he 
would recommend it to other 
artists, but only when they are 
completely confident about it.

“I would definitely recommend 
it to other artists, but only if they 
have a good quality product,” he 

said. “No one is going to be impressed by shoddy sound quality 
or inaccurate instrumentation so if the artist isn’t 100% confident 
in what they have to offer, they should keep it to themselves until 
they are happy with it.”

Once an artist has put their final piece of work on YouTube, they 
can be sure that by doing this simple act, they have put themselves 
out there and opened themselves up to many opportunities. 

“The fact that I have videos on YouTube isn’t exactly the part 
that is important to me,” Saneshige said. “What’s truly important 
to me is knowing that what I have to say, which happens to be in 
the form of music, is heard.” n

“I think YouTube is a great way 
for anybody with musical talent 
to put their music out in public.” 

- Mike Coduto
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Lamb of God’s “Resolution” is their 
seventh album since 1994. This album is 
full of songs that are indistinguishable from 
the next, which creates for a monotonous 
track list. The lead single “Ghost Walking” 
is probably the shining moment here. This 
album is mildly reminiscent of Slayer’s 
thrash classic “Reign in Blood.” Not that 
it is ground-breaking or revolutionary, but 
that it calls for a similar diagnosis: all the 
songs are forgettable due to a stark lack of 
melody and hook, despite containing solid 
riffs and good drumming. What makes 
Slayer’s album superior, however, is the 
length of the songs. “Reign in Blood” is 
over in 30 minutes while “Resolution” 
lasts twice as long. While this album may 
please fans, it is not a worthy addition to 
any metal collection.

With all the pain-filled, heart-broken 
young women singing about their hopeless 
love and revenge, it’s hard to distinguish 
one artist from another. While Ingrid 
Michaelson’s new album, “Human Again,” 
focuses on these same subjects, she does 
so in a more creative and often times blunt 
fashion, utilizing quirky metaphors and 
lines such as “everybody knows you stole 
the heart from out my chest/ everything you 
ever said was a lie” from the single “Black 
and Blue.” However, these seemingly 
depressing songs often times have a 
brighter meaning behind them, offering a 
relief from the angst. Michaelson has also 
strayed from her usually calm and quiet 
songs to offer louder, more instrumental- 
based tunes. While it is a bit of a change, 
it’s undoubtedly a change for the better.

32

FEED MEINGRID MICHAELSON
Human Again

-Kelsea Daniluk

LAMB OF GOD
Resolution

-Xavier Carr -Jake Gratton

Escape From Electric Mountain EP
“Feed Me” brings the electronic 
entrancement with the his second EP 
to date. With a very electro house feel 
to borderline dubstep-like bass, Jon 
Gooch, or “Feed Me,” brings his own 
unique brand of electronic music to the 
table that is all his own. The EP features 
various artists like Hadouken and Lindsay 
which always adds nice diversity to the 
contemplations. “Trapdoor,” featuring 
artist Hadouken, is a must listen with a 
very hard hitting bass line that will help 
any dubstep enthusiast get their dose of 
grime. “Ember” is an interesting song with 
beautiful techno and the bass kicks add an 
element that is always entertaining. “Feed 
Me” will definitely satisfy any raver or 
dubstep fanatic’s hunger for electronic 
music.



What would you do if you were being framed for a crime you never committed? That is the question ex-cop and fugitive, Nick Cassidy 
(Sam Worthington) thinks about everyday. After spending two years in prison for a crime he claims to be innocent of, Nick decides 
it’s time to take control of his own fate. He has been accused of stealing a 40 million dollar diamond from an ultra-rich businessman, 
splitting the diamond up and selling it. After Nick escapes from prison, he decides that he has two options, jump to his death off a 20 
story ledge of a Manhattan hotel, or make the world believe his story. As he keeps the 
citizens of New York concentrated on him, outside helpers search for the diamond that 
would prove Nick’s innocence. While he is on the ledge, threatening to jump, a police 
psychologist, Lydia Mercer (Elizabeth Banks) tries to talk him back into the hotel. As the 
movie progresses, Lydia tried to figure out Nick’s true motives.
This movie was good, but the plot was sometimes hard to figure out. It is unclear to the 
viewers, and it takes a long time to figure out what Cassidy was being wrongly convicted 
for. However, the movie keeps people guessing at all times. With the many twists and 
turns, it makes for a gripping and thrilling movie. Although there are many cliché scenes 
towards the end, it is not a movie that you will be able to figure out right away. “Man on 
a Ledge” is also very unrealistic and slightly corny at some parts.
The height of the hotel and wondering if Nick will actually jump gives the movie 
suspense. When you see a man on top of a 20 story building, one is likely to get at least 
a little shakey. Viewers also don’t know if he is a reliable main character or not. At one 
point it is questioned as to whether he is actually telling the truth. It is a great story of an 
underdog coming back and defeating a much more powerful force.

Man on a Ledge

The Viking Views.entertainment
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-Maddie Morrow
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34 Remembering
Greatness

from Jan. 26, the board of trustees at Penn 
State decided to dismiss coach Paterno and 
school president Graham Spanier following 
the tumultuous revelations. In the same 
press release, Paterno said he had to step 
aside and let the legal process occur.

“This is a tragedy,” Paterno said. “It is 
one of the great sorrows of my life. With 
the benefit of hindsight, I wish I had done 
more.”

Former Hoover student Stephanie 
Owens now attends Pennsylvania State 
University at the Behrend branch located 
in Erie, Penn. Owens said there wasn’t an 
immediate wave of emotion following the 
scandal. Rather, it took gradual effect as the 
news spread.

“[The students] were completely 
disgusted with Sandusky,” she said. “But 
our love goes out to those affected. Behrend 
even held a candle light ceremony for the 
victims following [the scandal], sending 
our love to the victims and their families.”

Even with all the conflict, Owens said the 
campus maintained its affection for Paterno. 
She said there was another candle light 
ceremony, and signs saying, “WE LOVE 
JOEPA,” were hanging everywhere.

“JoePa was much loved,” Owens said. 
“As a whole, we acted very mature about 
the situation. [We were] more moved by his 
past than his current situation.”

Blackledge had the honor of speaking 
during the memorial service held for Joe 
Paterno Jan. 27. According to a “Huliq” 
article by Michael Santo, there were 12 
speakers following an opening invocation. 
Kenny Jackson, an All-American wide 
receiver for Penn State, was the first of 

these speakers.
“He always deflected praise, 

never thought he was the show,” 
Jackson said at the memorial.  
“Today, my teacher, you have no choice. 
Today we’re going to show you how much 
we love you.”

Additionally, Blackledge said he always 
shared a mutual respect with coach Paterno 
when he played for him. 

“[Playing for him] was a special thing 
because he was already successful and had 
a great reputation,” Blackledge said. “He 
was very demanding, so we didn’t always 
see eye-to-eye.”

However, Blackledge said Paterno grew 
to trust him more as he grew as a player 
and a quarterback. Even so, Blackledge 
maintains that his true legacy lies in his 
character.

“My perception is that [Paterno’s] legacy 
is not his number of wins,” he said. “His 
legacy lies in the people he touched and the 
people who are now making an impact on 
the world.”

In the end, Blackledge and Owens agreed 
Paterno’s legacy will be remembered for its 
positive aspects. 

“JoePa will be remembered for his 
amazing accomplishments involving 
college football,” Owens said.

Blackledge said the allegations 
surrounding the scandal will eventually 
clear up, and people will remember 
Paterno’s contributions to Penn State.

“I think there was a great sense of loss 
because he was such a great icon across the 
college landscape,” he said. “There will 
never be another coach like him.”n

College football lost one of its 
greatest icons Jan. 22. Joseph 
Vincent Paterno, who many 

lovingly referred to as “JoePa,” passed 
away after a battle with lung cancer.

Before his death, Paterno coached the 
Penn State football program for nearly 46 
years. He holds the record for the most 
wins in college football. Additionally, 
he coached five undefeated teams that 
won major bowl games. In 2007, he was 
inducted into the College Football Hall of 
Fame for his coaching career.

Freshman basketball coach and 
ESPN college football analyst Mr. Todd 
Blackledge said he had the honor of 
playing for coach Paterno’s first national 
championship squad. Blackledge played 
for Paterno from 1980 to 1982.

“There were undefeated teams 
beforehand, but we were the first ones to 
be voted National Champions,” he said. “It 
was an incredible experience; it was a huge 
celebration.”

However, Blackledge said Paterno’s 
success didn’t limit itself to athletics.

“Joe Paterno proved it was possible 
to graduate your athletes and still be 
successful,” he said. “He made the 
student-athlete role a reality. ‘The Grand 
Experiment’ at Penn State was a huge 
success.”

In contrast, Paterno’s life was not free 
of disappointment. On Nov. 9, Paterno 
decided to hand in his resignation following 
the Jerry Sandusky scandal at Penn State. 

According to a CBS and AP news release 

Clint Yoos
Staff Writer

Nation mourns loss of Joe Paterno

Joseph Vincent Paterno
1926-2012PH
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When the 
going gets 
tough, the 

tough get going. Well, 
at least that’s what I 
was led to believe. 

Recently, we have 
all heard the name 
Tiger Woods. Whether 
or not the thing you 
heard about him was 

positive or negative, the fact still remains 
that you have heard his name. 

And there is good reason for this. 
Even though he’s been through thick 
and thin, prior to all of the scandal, he 
was the best golfer the world had ever 
seen. 

However, recent memory dictates 
that he isn’t anything close to the 
world’s best. I’m not knocking the guy for 
going through a rough patch. Obviously, 
you can’t expect anyone in their right mind 
to be able to cope with all that adversity 
and still have the time to remain a dominant 
force in golf.

Even so, the time has come for Woods 
to ride again. He’s playing better, but 
there seems to be some psychological wall 
barring him from making it to the top of the 
leader board. 

At Pebble Beach, he could have given 
Phil Mickelson a run for his money and 
even made a run for the top spot. In stark 
contrast, he stumbled, slipped and fell over 
into a lower spot. He’s definitely not the 
Tiger of old.

Anyways, I’d like to take another 
moment to congratulate Mr. Mickelson on 
his outstanding perfomance. He and his 
wife, Amy, are class personified.

Phil brings a sense of grace and 
leadership to the golf course; he sets high 
standards and leads by example. 

In fact, it’s very nice to see him 
recognized for his accomplishments. He 
was elected to the World Golf Hall of Fame 
in Nov. 2011 and will be inducted in May 
2012.

He has won four major championships 
to go along with 40  event wins on the 
PGA Tour. As mentioned before, he most 
recently added the win on Pebble Beach.

That being said, golf still lacks a 
dominant force that can draw attention to 
it. I’m talking about a player who everyone 
knows and respects. Golf lacks a person 
who straight up dominates when he tees 
off. 

When you think of basketball, you think 
of Kevin Durant, LeBron James and Kobe 
Bryant. When you think of football, you 
think of Ray Lewis, Aaron Rodgers and 
Adrian Peterson. Heck, when you even 
think of hockey, you know the names 
Sydney Crosby and Alex Ovechkin.

But take a minute to think about golf. 
Whose name still pops into your mind first? 
More likely than not, I bet it is still Tiger 
Woods. 

And yet, Tiger Woods’ winless streak 
spans 27 months. This leads me to my main 
question.

Who is going to step up and take the 
mantle for golf?

I honestly just had to look up who was 
the world’s number one golfer. And if 
you’re not an avid golf follower like me, 
then I bet you don’t know who it is either.

Well, for your information 
and entertainment, the world’s 
number one golfer is Luke 
Donald. I may just be a 
terrible golf enthusiast, but I 
had no idea he even existed. 
In all seriousness, I am more 
familiar with my friend, Luke 
Donaldson, who goes to 
GleanOak from Hoover for 
part of the day.

Basically, I’m trying to 
say that golf needs an icon. 
It doesn’t necessarily need a 
new icon though. Tiger Woods 
still has time to recover and 
build upon his impressive golf 
legacy.

In the midst of his current 
losing streak, his numbers are 

still staggering when compared with other 
golfers. He’ll never be the same as he was 
before the affairs, but he’s still got time to 
keep improving as a golfer.

As things stand now, it seems he won’t 
be able to catch up to Jack Nicklaus. 
However, we all know that Tiger used to 
be good. Really good. If he can recapture 
some of his former mojo, who knows? 
Tiger could still make a run at rivaling 
Nicklaus’ career.

Anyway, even if Mr. Woods doesn’t 
make a climb back to fame, the fact still 

remains that golf needs someone 
to draw a crowd. I’ll even admit 
that my attention span for golf was 
exceptionally low even when Tiger 
was at the top of his game.

But now, my interest is at an all 
time low. Phil Mickelson will retire 

eventually, as will Tiger. Who is going to 
be left for us then? I doubt Sportscenter 
will even bother with recapping anything 
but the biggest tournaments. 

So, my final request is a challenge 
to all young, aspiring golfers. Make 
golf interesting again! When I watch 
Sportscenter, I want to hear all about your 
success on the course.

Oh, and if you are in the waning phases of 
your career, give us something insirational 
to cheer about. Don’t let us remember you 
as the guy who cheated on his wife. n

“Who is going to step up and take  

the mantle
for golf?”

Yoos got nothin’ on me
Clint Yoos
Where did Mr. Woods go?
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On Feb. 10 and 11, the Hoover 
girls and boy swim teams both 
won sectionals at Akron’s Ocasek 

Natatorium. The boys beat the runner-up 
Copley with a score of 394.5 points to 240. 
But this is not the only victory by the swim 
team, with a record  of 11-1 for the boys 
and 10-2 for the girls this season.

Coach Matt Johnsen said his swimmers 
have had a great season.

“It has been a very efficacious season,” 
he said. “The boys only lost to Hudson and 
the girls only lost to Hudson and Fires-
tone.  These teams will be at the top of the 
District Championship.”

This successful season is no surprise 
though, as the girls team has taken the Fed-
eral League title three years in 
a row, and the boys have taken 
it five years in a row. This sea-
son is just another example of 
how Hoover’s swim team pro-
duces wins.

Johnsen said he believes 
the team’s success is due to 
good leadership on behalf of 
the upperclassmen swimmers and the hard 
work each individual puts into practice.

“Our seniors are great leaders,” he 
said. “They lead by example, and the 
underclassmen pick up on it on a daily 
basis.  Also, they train really hard.  Their 
work ethic is demonstrated in their success 
in the competitions.”

Sophomore Stephen Watson agreed and 
said the team has also realized that without 

some seniors next year, they will have to 
work hard to keep up the good swimming.

“We really stepped it up this year,” 
he said. “We know that our strong 
upperclassmen won’t be here next year, so 
we wanted to make sure we let everyone 
know that even though they are leaving, 
Hoover’s swimming traditions don’t plan 
on changing.”

Watson swims on Hoovers 200 free relay 
team, made up of himself, seniors Thomas 
Tedrow and  Mitch Alters and junior 
Brian Giannaetti. They currently have the 
state record for this season and broke the 
sectionals record set in 2010.

Watson said the 200 free team is 
successful because they work well 

together.
“We work well together, we push 

each other and work together whether 
it’s specifically for the relay or individual 
competition, because we all have the same 
goal: a state title,” Watson said.

Johnsen said he is proud of their 
accomplishments, but he knows they have 
the potential to continue improving, and 
have a great shot at the state title.

“I am proud and satisfied of their 
accomplishments, but no one is content,” 
he said. “They can go faster.  I know it and 
they know it.” 

Both Watson and Johnsen agreed in 
the goal of a state title for the relay team, 
which means winning the event at the state 
meet this year. 

Watson said he is looking forward to the 
rest of the season and hopes for the best.

“We have two weeks left,” he said. 
“It all depends on how everyone tapers. 
Personally, I think we are going to do 
great.” 

Johnsen agreed.
“Based on our success in the post season 

last year, I believe we are on track to swim 
well in February,” he 
said.  “Their hard work 
should make waves for 
them this month.”

While the swim team 
continues its success, 
junior Robert Tolson has 
broken a record of his 
own. Tolson swam a time 

in the 500 yard freestyle that landed him 
a spot on Hoover’s Top 20 List. For each 
swimming event at Hoover, there is a list 
of the top 20 fastest recorded times. Tolson 
made the 15th spot, and his father holds the 
seventh, a record he made in 1988. They 
are the first father and son to ever be on 
the list in Hoover swimming and diving 
history. 

Tolson’s father, Mr. Todd Tolson, said 
he is proud of Tolson for following in his 
footsteps and choosing to swim.

“We never expected him to love it 
so much, and to excel to the level he has 
achieved,” he said. “I always hoped that he 
or his sister Sarah would chose to swim, and 
now they both are swimming for Hoover.”

Tolson said he is glad that his father is 
proud of him.

“I think my father is very proud of me. 
He tells me all the time about how much my 
swimming brings back memories of him 
being where I am now, and he enjoys that,” 
he said.  “After I have done really well, 
after all of my races, I look up and he gives 
me this look that tells me: ‘You’ve done 
good Robert.’ And that’s the best feeling, 
when my father is proud of me.” n

“Their work ethic is demonstrated in 
their success in the competitions.”

-Mr. Matt Johnsen
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n Hoover swimmers dive into the pool during practice Feb. 15. n Boys and girls swim teams won sectionals 
at Akron’s Ocasek Natatorium.
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36Making a splash
Hoover swimmers look to state competition
Maria Stroia
Staff Writer
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Who’s Hot?

Who’s not?
Who’s Hot?

Who’s not?While most people spend their weekends relaxing and 
hanging out with friends, our sports teams have been 
working hard to finish out the rest of their seasons.

This month has been filled with our greatest rivalry: Hoover 
versus Jackson. While most our teams pulled out on top, some fell 
through the Polar Bears’ ice. 

The boys varsity basketball team has had a great season so far 
with an exciting win against Jackson Feb. 11 with a score of 67-
52. Not only was the team great, but the packed bleachers for the 
“black-out” held a fantastic student section. The junior vasity boys 
basketball team also pulled out a win against Jackson with a score 
of 44-39.

The boys bowling team also had a great win against Hoover’s 
Polar Bear rival with a win of 3064-2982 on Feb. 2. The girls 
bowling team was not so lucky and lost to Jackson with a score 

of 2147-2448.
The girls basketball team has had a great showing this year and 

has showed other teams that Hoover girls are not to be messed 
with. Rather than getting their hair done for Winter Formal Feb. 
11, these ladies crushed Jackson with a win of 61-42. They also 
had a great win on Feb. 4 against McKinley with a score of 62-56. 
Unfortunately, the junior varsity girls basketball team lost to Jack-
son on Feb. 11, but did pull out a win against McKinley. The score 
of their Jackson game was 50-35 and the score of their McKinley 
game was a crushing win of 62-26. 

These rivalries are great for both the players and the fans, so 
come support these winter teams.

- Compiled by Mara Nickel

Sports-In-Brief

Sports Updates

Girls basketball 

Boys Basketball

-Kelsey Peare

-Adrienne Devore

-Rebecca Junod
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Boys and girls swimming 
The boys and girls swim teams won the Federal League championship with the boys team finishing 11-1 and the 
girls team finishing 10-2. Both teams at sectionals Feb. 10 and 11, which secured their place at districts on Feb. 17.        
            

The girls basketball team is sitting at a successful record of 15-3. The girls dominated Massillon with a 
score of 63-45 Jan. 25. Soon after, they destroyed Perry with a score of 71-41 Jan. 28. Their latest game 
was a close one, but the Vikings pulled out a victory against McKinley Feb. 4 with a score of 62-56. 

The boys basketball team has been in action the past few weeks. The Vikings defeated the Perry Panthers 
with a score of 82-62. Leading the way was junior Dom Iero with 25 points and junior Harrison Blackledge 
with 19. Recently, they suffered a loss to Canton McKinley. Senior Taylor Moore led with 25 points and 
grabbed 9 rebounds. The Vikes also defeated their rival Jackson Feb. 10, with a score of 67-52. Leading 
the way was Moore with 23 points and 7 rebounds. Blackledge also added in 13 points and 11 rebounds.  

The wrestling team traveled to McKinley Feb. 9 taking home a victory for their last 
Federal League match of the season. The team finished with a record of 11-2 in the 
Federal League. They hosted the OHSAA Division I and II tournament Feb. 17 and 18. 

Wrestling
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-Kirsty Malloy
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Story by Madeline Tauscher n Photo by Rebecca Junod

Bowling might not be the most popular sport known to high school students. However, 
freshman Lauren Barth is very familiar with it. Having a 245 as her best score, she is an 
expert when it comes to knocking down pins. After eight years of bowling, Lauren makes a 

good addition to the Hoover bowling team.  
“My parents have always been bowlers and wanted me to be a bowler as well.” Barth said. 
Bowling is a family sport for the Barth family. Also on Hoover’s bowling team is Lauren’s sister, 

Kaleigh. Lauren says that she enjoys being on a team with her sister.
“She helps me when I don’t know what to do and she calms me down when I get upset,” she 

said. 
Lauren bowls three to four days a week and basically all year except for the summer. One of her 

personal goals is that she wants to set the highest freshman average for Hoover High School. 
Mr. Dan Campanaro, Lauren’s coach, speaks very highly of her. 
“Lauren is a solid bowler,” he said. “She currently is carrying the second-highest average on the 

team. I’ve been very impressed with her attitude, competitiveness, and her leadership all season.” 
Lauren said that she plans to continue bowling.
“I plan on bowling for the rest of my life.” she said. 

Story by Kelsey Peare  n Photo by Celeste Goldie

It’s a Friday Night in the Win Tunnel and all that’s apparent is a sea of orange and black. 
The student section, full of energy, starts a slow clap and ACDC’s, “Hell’s Bells” blares 
throughout the gym as the team descends onto the floor. Hoover’s center junior Max Erb is 

in the midst of all the excitement.
Erb started playing basketball when he was in sixth grade.
“When I was young, I played a lot of sports and just thought basketball was the best,” he said. 

To senior Taylor Moore, Erb is an important addition to the team.
“Max is a fun guy to have on the team and to be around,” he said. “He brings a lot of size 

and strength to the team.”
Through the years, Erb said his grandpa has been his biggest supporter with basketball.
“He’s always talking to me about how I can improve,” Erb said.
The team is very close when it comes to their friendship.
“They [my team] are always there to pick me back up when I’m down on myself or doing 

bad,” Erb said.
Moore said the positive energy is beneficial.
“Our team is so close; we all love each other and are best friends,” he said. “This really helps 

us play on the court.”
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(Clockwise from top right) n Senior Daniel Murphy battles it out on the ice 
against Chagrin Falls. The Vikings won a close one 4-3. n Sophomore Lauren 
Nist works on her butterfly stroke during a swim practice. The girls went to 
districts Feb. 17. n Junior Harrison Blackledge went up for a lay-up against 
Jackson in their win on Feb. 10. Hoover won 67-52. JESSE SA
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