
the

V        Viking      iews
Hoover High School 525 Seventh St. North Canton OH 44720 January 22 Vol. 63 Issue 3

INSIDE
Robby Nudo receives Deaf Teen 
of the Year award
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the top of their game

Hoover and Jackson send relief to 
Long Beach High School

Hoover graduate Jonny Rice takes 
off in his music career

Hoover students participate in 
unique winter sports

as a state mourns, a nation begins

moving forward



editors
dear readers,

As the new year rolls in, the Viking Views would like to be the 
first to welcome you to 2013. As you may have noticed, the world is 
still intact which means we will still continue to update you on what 
is happening inside and outside  Hoover’s walls.

In this issue, we celebrate Mrs. Rankin winning the 2012 person 
of character on page 6 as well as Robby Nudo winning Deaf Teen 
of the Year on page 7. We take a look at our partner publication, 
The Viking, in their gracious donation to a school in Africa on page 
11 as well as the accomplishments of Hoover graduate Jonny Rice 
as his music career prospers on page 31. Don’t forget to check out 
students in their pursuit of unique winter sports on page 34.

Take time to read the touching articles in our Indepth on pages 
18-23 where we discover new hope after the tragedy at Sandy 
Hook Elementary.

Remember to take a gander through features for what trends are 
currently hip, in students opinion, and take a chance to get to know 
a student better as you read the personality profile on page 15.

As always, check out the CD, movie and book reviews on pages 
32 and 33. And remember to look up your peers’ opinions on pages 
26 and 27.

We begin the year of 2013 with new resolutions, high hopes for 
success, and a fresh beginning to finish off the school year. Seniors, 
this is our last semester, and as always, keep it classy Hoover.
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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspa-

per produced 9 times a year to approximately 
1,900 students and staff, as well as members of 
the community. As student editors make content 
decisions independently of the school’s staff 
and administration, the paper is considered a 
forum for student opinion. It is therefore exempt 
from prior review or restraint in both principle 
and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and en-
couraged. Letters must be signed, but, upon 
request, they may be published anonymously 
at the discretion of the staff. The Viking Views 
reserves the right to edit letters for space and 
content in order to maintain the paper’s high 

standards against obscenity, libelous mate-
rial, and personal attacks. Letters that exhibit a 
blatant disregard for such standards will not be 
considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of 
a majority of the editorial board. No one indi-
vidual may be held responsible for the opinions 
expressed therein. Signed editorials and col-
umns reflect the opinion of the writer and not 
The Viking Views, adviser or school. The Viking 
Views takes all measures possible to make a 
clear distinction between fact and opinion in all 
news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views 
will print retractions as they are brought to the 
attention of the staff.          
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Wahington, D.C., 
United States
President Barack Obama 
nominated Republican 
Sen. Chuck Hagel as the 
next defense secretary 
and John Brennan to 
head the CIA Jan. 7.

Abidjan, Ivory Coast
Sixty-one people were killed in a 
human stampede after leaving a 
New Year’s fireworks display.

New York, United States
Fifty- seven people were in-
jured when a New York-bound 
ferry crashed into a dock in 
Lower Manhattan Jan. 9.

Sudan
Two United Nations 
peacekeepers were      
released Jan. 2 after       
being held captive since 
August. 
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Cincinnati
A Texas-based company’s 
plan to ship thousands 
of barrels of “fracking” 
waste into Ohio on river 
barges has been put on 
hold as federal officials 
investigate environmen-
tal questions.

Abbott Electric, Inc.

Ameriprise Financial Advisors - Steve Landy

Ameripro Heating, Cooling and Basement 

Waterproofing

The Baxter Family

Bob Becker, DeHOFF Realtors

Drs. Charles E. Belles/Ted A. Rath, Optom-

etrists

Drs. Brandau and Unger, DDS LLC

Cain Chiropractic

L. Quinten Campbell II, DDS

Canton Women’s Center

Belmont Business Systems and The Crofford 

Family

The Deeds Family

Engine Co. #9/Owners Larry & Scott

Dave and Cindy Esber Family

GDK & Company

Gary L. Giammarco, DDS

Steve & Lisa Gregory 

Hometown Veterinary Services

Kisling, Nestico & Redick, LLC

Donald P. Kotnik, Attorney at Law

Kumon Math & Reading Center of North Can-

ton

Nabil Fahmy, M.D.

North Canton Veterinary Clinic

The Livick Family 

Market North Veterinary Hospital

Ms. PAM (in memory of Charlotte McCarthy)

Rhonda F. Company, DDS; Andrea M. Com-

pany, DDS & Associates 

Pelini, Campbell, Williams & Traub

The Pelini Family

The Pete Family

Premier Bank & Trust

Tom and Tonya Preston and Family

Spoonhower Orthodontics

Maconachy-Stradley Insurance 

John, Elaine, Maria, Tim and Eleanor Stroia

St. Paul Lifeteen

Dr. Denise Testa, Audiologist/North Canton 

Medical Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Roger Vazquez

Dan West Interior Design

George T. Williams, DDS

Winkhart, Rambaucher and Griffin, LPA 

Attorneys at Law

Key Investment Services LLC-Peggy Yoos, 

Financial Advisor/Member FINRA/SIPC  Not 

FDIC Insured n No Bank Guarantee n May 

Lose Value n Insurance products and annui-

ties offered through KeyCorp Insurance Agen-

cy USA, Inc. 
ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT
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PATRON 
SUBSCRIBERS

Chardon
New evidence was uncovered in the T.J. 
Lane case; as a result, the trial has been-
postponed to an undetermined date. The 
trial was originally scheduled for Jan. 
14. 

Cleveland
The Cuyahoga Metro-
politan Housing Authority 
launches one of Ohio’s big-
gest solar farms. The use 
of solar energy will save 
millions of dollars in elec-
tricity. 
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Kelsey Rife
Staff Writer

Character: the combination of 
qualities and features that 
distinguish one individual from 

another.
Each year, Character Counts, an 

organization dedicated to honoring those 
who serve as exceptional role models for 
students, asks thousands of participating 
schools across the nation to nominate 
someone who is committed to education 
while displaying quality character.

National Honor Society [NHS]advisor 
and librarian Mrs. Flo Rankin was awarded 
the 2012 Character 
Counts Award 
for Hoover High 
School. 

To receive such 
an honor, a person 
must define the six 
pillars of character:  
trustworthiness, 
respect, caring, responsibility, fairness, 
caring and citizenship. 

English teacher and Rankin’s son, 
Mr. Andy Rankin, said she serves as an 
excellent role model for students.

“She always displays the highest degree 
of character,” he said.

Senior Mary LePage, who serves as 
the 2012-13 NHS president, works closely 
with Rankin on various events and has a 
firsthand account of her commitment to 

students and the North Canton community. 
“Mrs. Rankin is always so kind and 

displays such high 
character that the 
award is in no 
way a surprise,” 
LePage said.  
 While Rankin 
displays all the six 
pillars of character 
through her 
actions, LePage 
and Mr. Rankin 
agree caring is 
the characteristic 
that describes her 
personality the 
most. 

“[She’s] always 
on the lookout for 
any student or staff 
member who needs 
help in the library 

or a kind word,” he said. 
LePage said she heard many stories 

from former students regarding how they 
loved learning from and working with 
Rankin. In addition, LePage has also 
expirenced firsthand working with Rankin 
through National Honor Society. She now 
understands what the Hoover graduates 
mean because of being able to have to 

opportunity to 
work with her.

“ M r s . 
R a n k i n ’ s 
character can’t 
be described by 
one incident,” 
she said. “Every 
time someone is 

with her, they can see her character.  Each 
time I stop in the library to see her, I leave 
with a smile on my face”  

Rankin said she was flattered when she 
found out about this award. 

“It all was very unexpected but was very 
humbling,” she said. 

Rankin was honored at R.G. Drage 
Career Technical Center. Also in attendance 
were all the 2012 Character Counts Award 
recipients for Stark County.

Rankin who has been a Hoover employee 
for 27 years, was nominated by Hoover 
principals, staff and teachers, including 
Principal Mr. Tony Pallija.

“She has never stopped caring the whole 
time she has been working at Hoover,” he 
said. 

Rankin said character is not a quality 
one puts on display for others to see; rather, 
it is how people live their lives everyday.  
 Rankin believes, “Character is who you 
are when no one is looking.” n

“She always displays the   
highest degree of character.”

— Mr. Andy Rankin
{ }

Colleagues, 
students honor 
Mrs. Rankin

True
character
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Hoover senior receives Stark County award
Cassie Pratt
Staff Writer

Hardworking and positive: These 
two words are commonly used to 
describe senior Robby Nudo. Born 

profoundly deaf, Nudo has two cochlear 
implants: small, complex electronic 
devices that can help 
to provide a sense of 
sound to a person who 
is profoundly deaf 
or severely hard-of-
hearing.

Every year, the 
Quota Women’s Club, 
an international service 
organization devoted 
to assisting disadvantaged 
and  hearing impaired individuals, honors 
one deaf student in Stark County with an 
award.

Nudo is the recipient of the prestegious 
2012 Deaf Teen Award.  

Nudo’s interpreter, Mrs. Danille Judy 
said that he is a perfect recipient of this 
award. She has been interpreting for him 
full time for a year; however, she has known 
him since he was in preschool.

“Robby is a really hard worker and he 
accomplishes so much in his life,” she said. 
“The last four years he has come a really 
long way and has really matured.”

As for Nudo’s work ethic, students   may 
recognize him from the many extracurricular 
activities in which he participates. 

During his freshman year, he was the 
manager for the basketball team and has 
been the football team’s manager for four 
years. He is also often seen helping out at 
the Hot Spot. 

Judy said one of Nudo’s strongest 
personality traits is his people skills. 

“He is always there helping people,” she 
said.

“I was really happy and shocked [when I 
learned about the award],” Nudo said. “My 
family is still happy [about the award] and 
very proud,” he said. “My sister was really 
happy and even cried about me getting the 
award.”

In addition to his award, Nudo was also 
the guest of honor at the Quota Women’s 
banquet Nov. 14. at the Canton Women’s 

Club. 
Principal Mr. Tony Pallija said he has 

known Nudo for four years and agrees he 
is well deserving of this honor. 

“He’s a very special young man,” he 
said. “He never gives up.” 

In attendance at the banquet were 

many of Nudo’s teachers. Those who 
spoke regarding Nudo’s characteristics 
and qualities included Judy, Miss Erin 
Mulcahey, Mrs. Marilyn Hlass and Mrs. 
Carla Phelps. 

Nudo’s mother 
and sister, sophomore 
Angie Nudo, spoke at 
the event.

Judy said the 
banquet’s atmosphere 
was balanced with 
formal recognition and 
relaxed celebration. 

“It was a fancy 
banquet,” she said. “It 
had good food, good 
friends and it was a 
fun time sitting and 
chatting. Everyone 
cried.” 

Nudo said he was 
honored by the banquet 
and award in addition 
to spending the evening 
with family, friends and 
teachers.

“[The banquet] was 
very good,” he said. “I 
was happy to see all my 
teachers talk and sign.” 

Nudo received his 
award at the banquet 
as well as a variety 
of certificates and 

plaques.
“I’m proud of Robby,” Judy said. “He 

really deserved them.” 
Pallija said he agreed, calling Nudo a 

“very determined” individual.
With this award recognizing Nudo for 

the hard working, dedicated teen he is, Judy 
said it shows 
he is able to 
succeed and 
will help his 
self esteem.

“ R o b b y 
has the best 
attitude and 
he’ll succeed 
no matter what 

he does,” she said. 
Pallija said he is proud of Nudo’s 

accomplishments in and outside of 
Hoover.

“I wish him the very best,” n

“Robby has the best attitude, 
and he’ll succeed no matter 

what he does.” 
— Mrs. Danielle Judy

{ }

Senior Robby Nudo poses with award and retired special 
education teacher Mrs. Marilyn Hlass. n Nudo received the 
award at a Nov. 14 banquet at the Canton Women’s Club. n
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Andrew Falce and Carly Preston
Staff Writer

Whether it was a town completely 
underwater, a house no longer 
holding precious possessions 

or a family without power, the New Eng-
land  area was devastated by the wrath of 
Hurricane Sandy. Everyone was somehow 
affected by the outcomes of this natural di-
saster.

During the months of November and 
D e c e m b e r , 
Hoover and 
Jackson’s stu-
dents took time 
to set down the 
rivalry and 
help out the 
schools damaged by Hurricane Sandy.   

The two schools had both cheerleaders 
and hockey players out trying to make a 
difference. 

English teacher, Miss Tiffany Walker 
lead the Hoover cheerleaders on their fund-
raising for Hurricane Sandy.

“We need to help anyone who has had 
a travesty in our nation,” Walker said. “We 
would want someone to support us if some-
thing was too happen.”

Senior Haley Vega said the cheerleaders 
decided it would be best to collect during 
third period everyday by passing around 
cans, so everyone would see the option to 

Rivals for relief

donate. 
“We also asked for dona-

tions during lunch period for 
two days and also at games,” 
Vega said. “[The] cheerleaders 
advertised by making fliers, 
posters and putting it on the 
announcements.”

Despite the rivalry history 
between Hoover and Jackson, Walker said 

such a rivalry aided in the outcome.
“We used the rivalry more as motiva-

tion to help our cause,”  Walker said.  “It 
appeared that our students and our com-
munity knew we had to do. Winning was 
a nice bonus.”

Vega said Hoover dominated Jackson in 
fundraisng.

“We raised about $2,856 just at Hoover,” 
she said. “[We had a] grand total of $5,623 
between the schools.” 

Senior hockey player Sam Hankins 
said it felt good to help out in any way we 
could. 

“The Hoover and Jackson hockey teams 
set out buckets near the ticket booth at the 
home game between both teams so people 
could toss in a couple bucks or whatever 

change they had,” Hankins said.
Vega said the cheerleaders put a lot of 

effort into this fundraiser. 
“ I feel like we a got a lot of posi-

tive support from the North Canton 
community,” she said. “This whole 
fundraiser made me feel as if I was 
making a difference and helping these 
schools some indirectly.”

Walker said the hurricane even affected 
North Canton.  

“We had a day off,” she said. “Most 
people in neighboring areas were off. It af-
fected us as a nation because of what hap-
pened.”

Hankins said helping those in need is a 
trait Americans have in times of tragedy.

“We all need to help out when we can,” 
he said.

Walker agrees, but said the rivalry be-
tween Hoover and Jackson will continue 
ion. 

“The rivalry is long standing and will 
not disappear,” she said. “I think that it 
helps by creating a positive [atmosphere]. 
It does not take away the rivalry, but it has 
made it better.” n

“We used rivalry more as motiva-
tion to help our cause.”

Miss Tiffany Walker
}{

North Canton, Jackson collect 
money for Hurricane Sandy victims

(clockwise from above right) An ariel view 
of Long Beach shows the devastation of 
Hurricane Sandy. n Children climb over 
the rubble left from the Long Beach board-
walk. n A woman searches through the 
remnants of the storm. n Hurricane Sandy 
made landfall Oct. 29. Organizations from 
the North Canton and Jackson City School 
Districts collected money for victims. n
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PITINII,
DAVIES &

CAZANTZES LLC

Attorneys at Law
(330) 458-2411

1316B S Main Street 
North Canton, OH 44720-4244
Business: 330-494-2266
Cell: 330-347-3424
alex@insurewithalex.com

The Greentown Barbershop
On The Square

“Get Handsome”
Hours:  M-F  8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
             Sat.   8 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Phone: 330-499-7579
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The yearbook — a lasting legacy of high school. Each year, The 
Viking staff captures these events in photographs and articles 
for Hoover students. For the 2012-13 staff, the year began with 
creating a yearbook for a school in Kenya in order to help these 
students Capture the moments

Story by Alexandra Miller

PH
O

TO
S
 C

O
U

R
T
E
S
Y
 O

F T
H

E
 V

IK
IN

G
/Y

E
A
R
B
O

O
K

Pictures are worth a thousand words, 
but to students at Vutakaka Junior 
School in Takaunga, Kenya, those 

pictures are priceless. 
The Viking staff assembled a yearbook 

over the summer to be sent from North 
Canton to New York before it was shipped 
to the Kenyan students, who for most will 
have the experience of seeing themselves 
in print for the first time. 

According to adviser Mrs. Tamela 
Grandjean, this is the first time a yearbook 
staff has compiled a yearbook other than 
for Hoover students, staff and families. 

Grandjean said the idea came from 
a relative of staff member junior Emily 
Finley. 

“Her cousin, Jenny Hill, was on yearbook 
and she had this great opportunity, so she 
emailed me and told me about it,” she 
said. 

Finley loved the idea because of how it 
benefited the kids; the thought of children 
never having an opportunity to capture 
school events and faces in a yearbook 
encouraged her and The Viking staff to 
act. 

 “They get to keep the book as a memory 

because they don’t get much,” she said.
Junior Clarissa Staley, who serves this 

year as co-business manager, agreed this 
yearbook would be a special keepsake for 
these students. In addition, it provided some 
practice for the rookie staff members.   

“We were approached with the idea and 
it gave the new staff the opportunity to try 
out [Adobe] InDesign and put in all the 
photos,” she said.

Once the staff agreed to design and 
layout the yearbook, they received the 
supplies and the criteria to compile the 
book from the school in Kenya.

While the staff created this yearbook and 
is currently working on the 2012-13 edition 
of The Viking, Staley said each experience 
was unique.

“We are familiar with our school and we 
know what goes in the book,” she said. “We 
have never seen any of these kids before so 
it was all new to us.” 

As for the cost of production, the 
student staff held fundraisers to make up 
the $375 difference. The company who 
manufactured the Kenyan yearbook paid 
for the rest. 

Senior Haley Dalton, also co-business 

manager, said the entire staff as well 
as those in Takaunga contributed to the 
fundraising. 

“We sold puppy chow during lunch as 
one of our fundraisers. Every staff member 
made some,” she said. “The Kenyan women 
made zipper wallets and sent them here and 
we sold them during lunch [as well].”

In addition, Staley said it was a great 
experience to sell the wallets because 
Hoover’s students could see the cause to 
which they were contributing.

“The people could see what we were 
supporting [as opposed to] just sending 
money,” she said. 

Besides the reward in helping students 
on a global scale, Grandjean said creating 
the yearbook was a valuable learning tool 
for her students. 

“We had a mini yearbook to teach my 
staff with,” she said. 

Staley said the most rewarding aspect 
was the Kenyan students’ happiness. 

“It was great to be able to make the 
yearbook for these kids to realize how 
lucky they were to go to this school,” she 
said. “They were all so happy.” n
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Masters of academia
Academic Challenge team excels in 2012-13 season
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Emily Belles
Staff Writer

Hoover High School’s Academic 
Challenge team’s successful 
seasons each year prove them 

to be a great part of all of Hoover’s 
accomplishments.

The Academic Challenge team’s  
successful seasons are a 
testament to that ideology, 
according to team advisor 
Mrs. Deborah Wiley.

Coaching Academic 
Challenge for 14 years, 
Wiley said she loves to see 
her students compete.

“I love watching them 
become a team and build friendships,” she 
said.

The varsity and junior varsity teams 
combined consist of 15 members. 
Senior varsity member Dana Cressman, 
who joined her freshman year, said she 
enjoys the time she’s spent with the team. 

“The thing I love most about Academic 
Challenge are the friends I’ve made,” she 
said.

Hoover’s Academic Challenge 
teams have won more than 37 titles and 
achievements. Their junior varsity team has 
on record 14 consecutive perfect seasons; 

“The students’ teamwork 
makes Hoover’s team stand 

out above the rest.”
—Mrs. Deborah Wiley

{ }

in addition, the varsity team has a nearly 
perfect record. At time of print, both teams 
remain undefeated. 

“The students’ teamwork makes 
Hoover’s team stand out above the rest,” 
Wiley said. 

The Academic Challenge teams have 
been hard at work since September, 

practicing every Monday and Wednesday. 
The teams practice questions along with 
strategies while using the buzzer system.

Every few years, the varsity team 
is offered a chance to compete on the 
News Channel 5 Academic Challenge 
competition, one of the longest-running 
locally-produced programs in television 
history, according to the news station.

“The experiences on televison have 
been enjoyable and educational,” Wiley 
said. “The students receive great support 
from the school.”

According to News Channel 5, the top 

scoring schools receive awards. In the past, 
Hoover won money for the school and 
scholarships for the team. Hoover appeared 
on the Dec. 29 episode and placed second 
against Brush and Buckeye High Schools. 

Cressman said the taping of the episode 
was a unique opportunity as a participant.

“The experience was nerve-wracking,” 
she said. “You don’t want to 
look like a fool, but it’s still 
pretty exciting.”

First year JV member and 
sophomore Molly Wright said 
it was a great experience.

“It was really neat to be 
in the studio and watch our 
teammates on the big screen,” 

she said. “It was also cool to watch how 
they make a TV show.”

Wiley said overall, it showcases the 
talent of Hoover students. 

“[They] do a great job of representing 
Hoover in a positive way,” she said. n 
(opposite page) Students from the Vutaka-
ka Junior School in Takaungu, Kenya. The 
Viking staff created a yearbook for them 
this summer. n (above) Advisor Mrs. Deb-
orah Wiley poses with the 2012-13 Aca-
demic Challenge team. The team appeared 
on the News Channel 5 series of the same 
name Dec. 29, competing against Charles 
F. Brush and Buckeye High Schools. n
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A Viking welcome
Educators continue excellence at Hoover
Maddie Light
Staff Writer

As Hoover enters the second 
semester, the new staff for the 
2012-13 school year continue with 

their successes of their “rookie” year. These 
five educators bring education, expertise 
and enthusiasm to their classrooms. 
Mr. Bleakmore 

After teaching previously in Dublin, 
Ohio, Mr. Charles Bleakmore joins the 

Hoover staff as an 
Individual Small 
Group Instructor 
[ISGI]. 

“It’s great to 
be a part of this 
school,” he said. 
“The students and 
staff are enjoyable 

to work with.”
Inspired by his parents who were 

teachers, Bleakmore said he hopes to see 
his students reach their own unique goals 
and give the students the tools they need to 
help them achieve success. 

In addition, he said the staff has helped 
with his first year at Hoover. 

“Everybody is engaging, positive and 
just an upbeat group,” he said. “It’s a team 
approach and all the teachers go out of their 
way for the students.” 
Ms. Smith 

Fellow ISGI Ms. Melissa Smith, who 
also works with students who can’t attend 
school, said Hoover is a wonderful place to 

begin her teaching 
career. 

Smith said  she 
enjoys developing 
relationships with 
her students and 
helping them with 
whatever she can. 

“I just want to 
see my students 

reach their highest potential,” she said. 
From an early age, Smith was inspired 

to become an educator by a friend. In 
looking for ways to help him become a 
better student in his own right, she said she 
realized her calling as a teacher.

As with many first year teachers, learning 
the rules and traditions of the school can be 

overwhelming. In this, Smith said the staff  
was welcoming. 

“[Hoover High School’s staff] is very 
inviting, comforting and always willing to 
help,” she said.
Mr. Schuller  

A 2008 Hoover graduate, Mr. Tyler 
Schuller said he is thrilled to be a new 
ISGI.  

“I’m honored to be back where I 
graduated from,”  he said.

 Outside of the school day,  he coaches 
JV girls basketball. “I enjoy working with 
the new staff including Coaches Meyers, 

V a n d e r v a r t , 
Alderding and 
Moore,”   Schuller 
said. 

When Schuller 
was younger, his 
sister encouraged 
him to become 
a teacher. As 

a teacher, he strives to continue the 
educational foundations set by his former 
teachers.  

“I love how everyone supports the 
students and has a strong passion to see 
people succeed,” he said. 
Ms. Paul

After working with third, fourth and 
fifth graders in Tallmadge, Ms. Katelyn 
Paul is now a Hoover ISGI. Inspired to 
become a teacher by her mother, who 
works in education, Paul said Hoover was 

different from the 
ages of students 
to the size of the 
school. However, 
Paul said it is 
easier to relate to 
her students.

“The students 
have a much more 

mature attitude,” she said.
Paul said her first year has so far been an 

enjoyable one.
 “The staff is all really friendly, and 

welcoming,” she said. “Hoover provides a 
good sense of community.” 

In addition to her teaching schedule, 
Paul tutors twice per week, and she is 
also trying to get involved in track. She 
added she looks forward to her future in 

education.
“[I enjoy] building a core with students, 

and helping them learn,” she said. 
Mrs. Rush

After attending both California and 
Kent State Universities, Ms. Jessica Rush 
is Hoover’s school psychologist.

“I love being at Hoover,” she said. 
“The staff 

always gives 
100 percent, and 
they are always 
looking to get 
involved, which 
makes my job 
easier.”

Hoover’s staff 
and students, according to Rush, are here 
to work with each other.

“We are all just here to help kids,” she 
said. “You can also see that the students 
want to be here.” 

Additionally, Rush said she enjoys 
hiking, sailing, biking, creating art and 
spending time with her four children. n
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Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
of Stark County, Ohio, Inc.

Joe L. Carpenter, DMD
Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

6653 Frank Ave. NW 
North Canton, Ohio 44720

       330. 498.9920 
Fax 330.498.9921

JOSEPH S. NAPIERALA Ph.D. 
Psychologist

4450 Belden Village Street NW
Suite 604

Canton, Ohio 44718

Phone: (330) 492-8383
Fax: (330) 492-6530

We carry Comic Books, Statues, 
Action Figures, T-Shirts, Graphic 
Novels, Star Wars, Star Trek and 

More.

6302 B MARKET AVE. N.
NORTH CANTON, OHIO 44721

HAZEL’S                  
HEROES

COMICS & MORE 





 of Ohio L.L.C.














Order Anytime 24 hrs. 

1405 Portage St. N.W. 
 North Canton, Ohio 44720

Store Hours:
Monday-Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

330.497.9680

Order Anytime 24 hrs. 
Owner, Jamie Prestier 

Weekly Cash nCarry Specials nWorld-Wide Delivery 

Winter Formal is coming up soon!
Don’t forget to order your flowers 

early!

                       Patricia’s Floral and Plant Shop

www.patriciasfloral.com



junior
The Viking Views 14

fe
a
tu

re
s



Story by Corrin Pelini     Photos by Maria Stroia

Hoover takes pride in its “Triple-A” 
reputation: academics, athletics 
and arts. Junior Kindsey Hanny is 

the perfect model student to uphold such a 
reputation. In addition to receiving good 
grades, she runs cross country and enjoys 
singing and playing guitar.

Hanny said she  tries to be very involved 
in her classes. While she said math is not 
her strongest subject, she added Hoover 
teachers like Mrs. 
Tina Cindea help her 
in understanding the 
material.

“I love Mrs.  Cindea,” 
Hanny said. “She is really 
fun and energetic.”

Cindea said she enjoys 
Hanny as a student.

“She is pleasant, 
motivated, hardworking 
and super diligent,” she 
said. “She is the [student] 
where it doesn’t matter 
how complicated a 
problem is, she is always smiling. Every 
day when I say ‘have a nice weekend’ she 
replies, ‘you too, Mrs. Cindea!’”

Hanny really enjoys attending Hoover 
High School.

“I like it here a lot,” she said. “I feel 
really blessed to be here because I get a 
really good education which is hard to find 
other places. The teachers are awesome and 
there are a lot of cool people. Overall it’s a 
really good school.” 

Hanny runs on Hoover’s cross country 
team, and said she enjoys making the 
commitment and participating in races.

“Cross country in the fall takes up a lot of 
time, but I like it a lot,” she said. “Running 
is one of my best stress relievers.”

Hanny added the team is like a family.
“We all push each other to do our best,” 

she said. “We have so much fun.”
Along with cross country, Hanny spends 

time with her friends.
“Typically, I like to get coffee with my 

friends,” she said. “Gabbie Kmiecik is one 
of my closest friends. She’s a sweetheart.”

Kmiecik said people are drawn to 
Hanny’s personality. 

“Kindsey is a bundle of joy and love,” 
she said. “As soon as she walks into a 
room, she lights it up with her smile. She 
loves everyone she comes in contact with 
— and she can’t hold it back. She is truly a 

light in this school.”
According to Kmiecik, Hanny has 

many amazing qualities; however, it is her 
dedication to her faith that sets her apart. 

“It is such an inspiration to see how she 
works so hard to be a disciple of Jesus,” 
she said. “She has devoted her whole life to 
God and is hardworking at everything.”

Kmiecik added she is thankful for 
having Hanny in her life.

“Kindsey is a blessing 
to my life and the best 
friend I could ever ask 
for,” she said.

Music also plays a 
significant role in her life, 
Hanny said. Singing and 
playing guitar is connected 
to her faith. She enjoys 
singing worship songs and 
leading worship at church. 
One of Hanny’s favorite 
activities is attending 
Youth Group.

“I love going to Youth 
Group,” she said. “They teach a lot about 
Jesus and I love learning about [Him].”

Hanny connects with her faith in more 
ways than one; along with Youth Group, 
she gathers with her friends to praise God.

“I get together with a few friends from 
school and we will read the Bible and 
journal about it,” she said. We will have 
Bible studies and prayer groups to pray for 
each other. Just spreading love to the best 
of our ability for Him and all His glory.” n
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Kindsey
Hanny

“As soon as she walks into a 
room, she lights it up with her 
smile. She loves everyone she 
comes in contact with — and 

she can’t hold it back.”

— Gabbie Kmiecik

n
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Wrestling 
@ Perry 

(Massilon) - 
7 p.m.

30

Kid Cudi

13

Girls 
Basketball @ 
Firestone - 

7 p.m.

7

28

11

3

Super Bowl 
XLVII

6:30 p.m.

5
 

National 
Pancake Day

1

Boys 
Basketball @ 

Jackson -
7 p.m.

15

9

Winter
 Formal
7 p.m.

26

Ellen 
DeGeneres

25

Boys 
Basketball vs. 

McKinley - 
7 p.m.

8

Boys 
Basketball @ 
Boardman -

7 p.m.

31

Swimming/
Diving Meet @ 
Perry - 5 p.m.

14

Valentines’ 
Day

29

12

Fat Tuesday
(Mardi Gras)

27

Holocaust 
Memorial Day

10

Chinese New 
Year

Although we cannot promise publication, please let 
us know about your event! E-mail us at vv1nc@

northcanton.sparcc.org.

January/February      PeoPle of Style :

—located in Gambier, OH, 45 miles outside of
   Columbus
—small, liberal arts college in rural
   surroundings
—1,600 enrolled; nearly 200 professors
—15:1 student-faculty ratio
—31 majors: each major also has an honors
   program, where select students undertake
   projects that are often equivalent to
   graduate-level work
—estimated tuition is $54,760 per year
—leads all NCAA Division III institutions with
   a total of 57 national championship
   trophies 
—acceptance rate of 33.5 percent

College Search

K
en
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n
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o
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g
e

Compiled by Liz Deeds
 Photo Courtesy of Kenyon College

2

Groundhog 
Day

16

Swimming/
Diving 

Districts @ 
CSU - 12 p.m.

64
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How would you describe your style?
My style is a relaxed and hip style. I like being 
my own.
What are your favorite stores/labels?
I really like PacSun.
What inspires you the most style-wise?
I don’t have many inspirations, but I’m a free-
style skiier, so I do my own thing, my style is 
very laid back. 
What clothing pieces that you own do you 
love? 
My pair of red pants.
What trends do you hate?
I hate any trends that every single person 
does.
What trends do you love?
I like winter clothes.

How would you describe your style? 
Preppy and retro.
What are your favorite stores/labels?
H & M, Forever 21, Consignment shops and 
Keds.
What trends do you hate?
How girls all wear the same outfits just in 
different colors.
What is your favorite piece of 
clothing?
My floral Keds. I love Keds. Everyone needs 
Keds. That and sweaters with collars on 
them.
What is your advice to someone trying 
to improve their style? 
Go ahead, dress differently. Don’t conform 
but just don’t go psycho with it.

     PeoPle of Style :

lizzie Howald,9th Dylan Soles, 12th
Q&A and Photos courtesy of maria stroia and carly preston
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On December 14, 2012 tragedy struck the quiet, suburban town of 
Newtown, Connecticut when gunman Adam Lanza entered Sandy 
Hook elementary school and claimed the lives of 20 students and 6 

staff members. The shooting turned out to be the second deadliest mass 
shooting in U.S. history. Despite being scared and helpless, many heroes 
rose that day to protect the lives of these young, innocent children The 
shooting  sparked a debate on gun control and forced schools around the 
nation to reevaluate their security measures. The nation was shocked and 
heartbroken by the cruelty of this act, yet united to do what they could to 
aid the community of Newtown during their time of grieving.

December 14, 2012
9:30 a.m. — Exterior doors to school are locked 
9:40 a.m. — Police report there is shooter in the main office of the school
10:23 a.m. — Police enter Sandy Hook; evacuations commence 
10:30 a.m. — Students are escorted away from school by teachers
11:27 a.m. — State official says gunman has been killed; official says gunman had 
two guns
11:50 a.m. — Officials say children were among the casualties
12:41 p.m. — Two officials tell NBC that many children have been shot
12:53 p.m. — Officials say 27 are dead, including 18 children
1:44 p.m. — Police confirm shooter is dead inside the school
2:30 p.m. — Ryan Lanza, 24, is identified as shooter by the media

moving forward

18The Viking Views
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moving forward
2:43 p.m. — Officials say the suspected shooter’s mother, a teacher at the school, is 
among the dead
3:00 p.m. — Officials tell AP that the suspected shooter’s brother is being held for 
questioning 
3:15 p.m. — President Obama makes a statement about the shooting at The White 
House
3:35 p.m. — Connecticut Governor Dan Malloy makes a statement in Newtown; State 
Police Lieutenant J. Paul Vance delivers a synopsis of the shooting, confirming 20 
children, 6 adults, and the shooter are dead
4:20 p.m. — Adam Lanza, 20, is identified as the suspected shooter after false 
reports; brother Ryan Lanza is being held by police for questioning

Compiled by Liz Deeds
PHOTO COURTESy Of fLORiAN SiMON
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Story By Jeremy Sayre

Heroes in the face of death

All people have the potential to do 
something terrible; at the same 
time, those same people have the 

potential to do something amazing. 
On Dec. 14 the unthinkable happened. 

Twenty-year-old Adam Lanza walked 
into Sandy Hook Elementary, broke into 
classrooms and shot 26 students and 
teachers. 

With merely seconds to react and think, 
the Sandy Hook staff emerged as heroes.

A candlelight vigil was held Dec. 16 in 
Newtown for the victims. In attendance 
were Connecticut Gov. Dannel Malloy and 
President Barack Obama.

“When danger arrived in the halls of Sandy Hook Elementary, the school’s staff did not 
flinch; they did not hesitate,” the President said. “They responded as we all hope we might 
respond in such terrifying circumstances — with courage and with love, giving their lives to 
protect the children in their care.”

Before the Newtown tragedy, Sandy Hook Principal Dawn Hochsprung, 47, put in place 
new security measures to prevent such a calamity. According to CNN, as Lanza blasted his way 
through the building, killing Hochsprung.

Also killed protecting the students was 27-year-old teacher Victoria Soto.  Donna Soto, her 
mother, told CNN’s Piers Morgan Soto moved her first graders away from the classroom door 
and hid them in a closet to keep them safe. When Lanza entered the room, he shot and killed 
Soto.

“She would not hesitate to think to save anyone else before herself and especially children,” 
Donna Soto told Morgan.

In addition to Soto and Hochsprung, four other staff members lost their lives in protecting 
their students: Rachel D’Avino, 29; Anne Marie Murphy, 52; Lauren Rousseau, 30 and Mary 
Sherlach, 56. Despite their heroic acts, 20 students, ages 6-7, died in this tregedy. 

Mrs. Jen Howard, who is the mother of two young children, said the news is overwhelming.
“I was truly devastated [when I heard about the shooting],” she said. “I just imagine my 

five-year-old’s face if that happened to her and it’s just awful. It seems like no one is immune. It 
could happen anywhere, and nobody can expect it.”

Howard, a North Canton resident, added her heart goes out to the victims and their families.
“[If I ever met one of the parents] I don’t think I’d be able to say anything — I could just cry 

with them,” she said. 
People around the nation and world offer their thoughts on the tragedy and its victims. On 

DoSomething.org, a site dedicated to social change, anonymous visitors offer their thoughts 
and prayers for Newtown. In times of tragedy, people come together in unity of a single feeling: 
mourning.

“No one deserves for this to happen, but God has now gained many angels, and they’re about 
to have the best Christmas ever,” one person wrote on the site.

Many educators also their condolences.
“I am a 3rd grade teacher in Kentucky,” an educator wrote. “My heart is completely broken. I 

cannot fathom what you are going through but my heart and all of my prayers are with all.”
Gov. Malloy said Newtown will recover and the victims’ memories will live on. 
“We will move on,” he said. “We will never forget.” n
 

Sandy Hook staff places safety of children first

“[If I ever met one of the 
parents] I don’t think I’d 
be able to say anything. 
I could just cry with 

them.”
Jen Howard
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Reocurring tragedy

For most high school students, 
news of school shootings is an 
aspect of society; however, with 

the events in Newtown Dec. 14, these 
acts of violence are becoming everyday 
news.

According to The Washington Post, 
“in the United States, there have now 
been at least 62 mass shootings in the 
past three decades, with 24 in the last 
seven years alone.”

One of the most famous was the 
1999 Columbine High School shooting, 
in which seniors Eric Harris and Dylan 
Klebold murdered 12 students and one teacher — and additionally injured 21 more — before 
killing themselves. 

English teacher Miss Jessica Zettler was still in high school during the now infamous school 
shooting at Columbine and compared the tragedies she remembers as both a student and an 
adult.

“Both [Columbine and Newtown] were both tragic school shootings in communities that 
weren’t expecting something like that to happen,” she said. “But I don’t think [the reasons] have 
changed. There’s always an emotion behind it.”

The communities are key factors in the investigation toward the reason behind shootings such 
as these. According to The Washington Post, the atmosphere of these smaller towns increases the 
risk of shootings because the shooter tends to be “socially awkward and struggling to fit in.”

Zettler agreed these struggles can be a possible motivation behind the attacks.
“They don’t fit in or weren’t accepted,” she said. “It’s a last ditch effort to try and make things 

right in their mind.”
However this violence may not have suddenly escalated as many people assume. High school 

psychiatrist Jessica Rush does not agree that this type of violence has increased at all.
“School violence has not necessarily increased, it is just more widely reported,” she said. 

“People have better access to information about school crimes.”
Zettler agrees the media coverage over recent shootings has caused this sudden rise.
“They got a lot more coverage on it; we have been more alert since Columbine,” she said.
No matter the reason behind the shootings, according to The Washington Post there are signs 

to look for including threats.
“The shooters had made a lot of veiled threats before the shooting,” it said. “There are fre-

quently other students who do pick up on the threat.” 
But these threats are not often told because students feel they can’t “trust that adults would 

keep what they said confidential.”
As a result of the wave of recent shootings, many school districts are reexamining safety and 

security policies. The North Canton City School district held a town hall meeting in Hoover Hall 
Jan. 15 to discuss such policies and measures. 

“New bullying initiatives and programs being implemented in school focus more on the ‘vic-
tim’ [from bullying],” Rush said. “Teaching them coping skills and strategies to reduce the bul-
lying that is being directed their way.”

Although communities have preventive and reactive policies in place, Zettler said the emo-
tional response is something for which one cannot prepare. 

“No one is ever prepared for something like that,” she said.

“They don’t fit in or 
weren’t accepted. It’s a 
last ditch effort to try and 
make things right in their 

mind.”
Jessica Zettler

Nation seeks answers to increased violence
Story By Emily Plaver
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Jeremy Sayre
Staff Writer

Victim/Hero Stories
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 Story By Madeline Tauscher

Offering love and prayer

The tragic events that occurred Dec. 14 
could never be wiped away from the 
memory of those who were alive to 

witness it. 
As a state tries to overcome its tragic event, 

a nation stands behind them in support. As in 
the words of John Lennon, “There is nothing 
you can do that can’t be done.” The response to 
the Newtown community from local residents 
as well as the nation truly embody Lennon’s 

words. 
In North Canton, Hoover students and staff offered their support. Student council co-advisor, 

Miss Nicole Makowski, said they “organized a monetary collection” during exam week. 
“Hoover High School staff and students donated almost $800,” she said. “Student Council 

donated the rest of the money to send a grand total of $1,000 to victims’ families of the attack. 
We also had a poster that read ‘With you in Spirit’ for the HHS students and staff to sign to show 
support for those that survived the attack at Sandy Hook Elementary.”

Senior John Desrosiers said the North Canton community united in support of the victims’ 
families.

“North Canton Schools, churches and businesses have all been extremely supportive with 
monetary contributions,” he said.

Junior Dawna Warren said although Connecticut is hundreds of miles away, the tragedy 
affected the nation as a whole.

“I feel like everyone was really sympathetic, and the donations was a really good idea,” she 
said. “I know that one of the classes that I was in all gave [a donation], and there was a lot of 
money given. We are all really really sorry about what happened.”

With all the media attention focused on Newtown, Warren said she believes people should be 
respectful of the privacy of the victims’ families.

“[We can] mourn with them; we are all very sorry for what happened to them,” she said. “But 
I have a friend who actually lives in that town, and he said that they all really wanted to be left 
alone. There were so many news reporters ad people coming in from all over the country, which 
I think just went too far. They just need to mourn together as a community.” 

In the days and weeks following the tragedy, the nation and its Congress began to respond 
to a growing question: Should there be stricter laws regarding guns? Obama, in his address the 
afternoon of the shooting, expressed his concern.

“As a country, we have been through this too many times,” he said. “Whether it is an elementary 
school in Newtown, or a shopping mall in Oregon, or a temple in Wisconsin, or a movie theater 
in Aurora, or a street corner in Chicago, these neighborhoods are our neighborhoods and these 
children are our children. We’re going to have to come together and take meaningful action to 
prevent more tragedies like this, regardless of the politics.”

The President urged the nation to remember, reflect and unite. 
“In the hard days to come, that community needs us to be at our best as Americans,” he said. 

“All of us can extend a hand to those in need, to remind them that we are there for them, that we 
are praying for them, that the love they felt for those they lost endures not just in their memories, 
but also in ours.”

Makowski said this message was what Hoover High Schools’ staff and students wanted to 
send to the victims’ families and residents of Newtown.

“In no way can we ever fill the void they have after their loss, but to let them know that we’re 
thinking about them and that we care,” she said. n

Americans respond to Newtown tragedy 

“We are all really 
really sorry about what 

happened.”
Dawna Warren
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Why Mass Shootings?
Staff Writer
Emily Plaver
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Finding hope in healing

Story By Maria Stroia

Church bells rang throughout Newtown, 
Conn. as its residents attended many 
days of funerals in the weeks following 

the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary. Each 
day, despite their pain and grief, the residents 
have been working on moving forward and 
coping with their loss. 

As the community tries to recover, the large 
outpouring of donations and good deeds have 
been greatly appreciated. Mrs. Angela Charles, a Hoover graduate and Newtown resident said 
the national response has been overwhelming.

Charles has two children, Melissa, 19, and Zach, 16, a student at Newtown High School. 
While donations from outside the community have been flowing in, students at Newtown High 
School have been fundraising too.

“Some of the high school students have written songs, made videos or are selling green and 
white items to raise money.” Charles said. “Every single student at the high school has received 
a ‘Newtown Strong’ T-shirt to wear.”

Mr. Timothy Dimoff, an international speaker who specializes in high-risk workplace as well 
as security and crime, said recovery will take time.

“This will take many years of emotional and mental recovery,” he said. “This is not going to 
be a short term recovery.”

The students at Sandy Hook have since returned to the classroom at an old middle school 
building in the neighboring town of Monroe. Efforts were made to make the building as similar 
to Sandy Hook as possible so the children felt comfortable when they returned.

Charles said the teachers and administrators have helped the children in the healing process.
“I think the high school is doing a good job of looking at students as real people, where they 

used to be names or numbers on paper,” she said. 
Psychology Beyond Borders, an organization dedicated to “psychosocial preparedness, 

response to disasters, armed conflict, and terrorism,”  offers some advice on how to help rebuild 
communities.

“Where there is room for hope, it should be encouraged,” the website stated. “Messages of 
hope are best. Things may never be as they were, especially if there was loss of life.”

According to the website, it is important for the community to gather together. 
“Social support is one of the most important ingredients in recovery,” it stated. “Some 

promotion of connectedness is helped by technology and common sense. Getting people in 
touch with, living with, and caring for loved ones is important.”

Charles said nothing has been done to Sandy Hook, as it is still an active crime scene, but she 
said there are plans for memorializing the students and teachers.

“The physical items left on the street have been collected and preserved at town warehouses,” 
she said. “Biodegradable items will be composted and made into ‘sacred soil’ to be used at 
an eventual memorial. Non-biodegradable items will be made into bricks and used to build a 
memorial.”

Although he isn’t sure what the residents of Newtown will do, Dimoff said most communities 
have similar ways of honoring the victims of such tragedies.

“Every year on the anniversary date the students and community will most likely gather 
together to commemorate the lives that have been lost,” he said.

Although it will be difficult, Charles said there is hope for the future.
“The town is starting to move forward, but taking baby steps as we find the way back to our 

new normal,” she said. n
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Newtown community begins to move forward 

“This will take many 
years of emotional and 

mental recovery.” 
Mr. Tim Dimoff



Our Mission
“We strive to provide honest opinions while representing all 
sides and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions.”

Although the iPhone has superior technology, great 
features and a sleek look we can not help but realize 
other smartphones are going unnoticed.

The battle should not be between the iPhones 
themselves but rather between all other smart-
phones available. Take Androids for example, they 
accomplish the same tasks but using different soft-
ware. iPhones tend to be more user friendly while 
Androids allow for more customization.

Smartphones have similarities, including applica-
tions and megapixel quality. Styles, sizes and operat-
ing systems vary. Depending on personal preference 
and price range all types of phones can be utilized to 
their full advantage. 

Sometimes we don’t realize what other phones 
have to offer so it’s important to see all our options. 
Purchasing a smartphone is a huge investment so 
before making a decision based on popularity, we 
must make sure that we take the time to research 
and find the right phone for us. 

Editorial Board
Katie Livick n Emily Plaver n Megan Sigler n Madeline Tauscher

Andrew Falce n Maddie Light n Dylanni Smith
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Bullying — the most common form of violence in 
school. According to Do Something, an organization 
dedicated to social change, a bullying incident occurs 
every seven minutes. Nearly 160,000 students miss 
school every day out of fear of becoming a victim of 
bullying. In addition to bullying, school violence is on 
the rise — from Columbine to Chardon to Newtown. 

IF YOU HAVE SCHOOL SAFETY CONCERNS OF 
ANY KIND, DON’T WAIT.

School Resource Officer [SRO] Harnack
(330) 904-7031

North Canton Police Department
(330) 499-5911

SRO e-mail addresses
jharnack@northcantonpolice.org
mrahde@northcantonpolice.org
rmanse@northcantonpolice.org

or go to the “School Safety Hotline” icon on 
northcantonschools.org

An act of kindnessBattle of Smartphones
There are many ways in which Hoover students 

take the time to be hospitable and kind to others. 
Being a key player in these contributions is the 
Yearbook staff.

We would like to thank the staff for taking the 
time to design, create, and donate personalized 
yearbooks to the school in Africa. Having to make a 
complete other yearbook on top of the one the staff 
already composes for Hoover is no small feat. With 
the fundraising it required, the costs for shipping, 
and the hours of hard work to finish, we are sure 
the yearbook looked amazing. 

Having the opportunity to show generosity to 
other schools, even the ones on the opposite side 
of the world, is an honor that cannot be explained 
with words.

We at The Viking Views cannot thank our journal-
ism colleagues enough for their commendable do-
nation to the Vutakaka Junior School in Kenya. We 
applaud your contribution.

Speak up, seek help
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“Of course the shooting was a tragedy, any life lost 
is a tragedy. What I don’t think most people un-
derstand is that young children die everyday all 
throughout the world. But of course, no one seems 
to care about that. It just shows that no one genu-
inely cares about anything tragic unless the media 
forces them.”
— Sara Carr, 11

How do you 
feel the media, 
along with the 
nation, reacted 

to the Sandy 
Hook shooting?

What do you 
expect for 

2013?

 “I believe it was a sad event, but it was overly pub-
lished and the media focused more on the shooter 
than the lives [of the victims].”
— Danny Rojek, 9 

“I feel the media over reacted. They put blame on 
everything except the shooter.”
— Nick Quillin, 12

“I feel that the nation and media acted well and 
united as one common people, not split and divided, 
such as the nation acted after 9/11.”
— Ryan Cameron, 10
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“To actually follow through 
with my New Years reso-
lution and to start with a 

new slate.”
Adrienne Weiner, 11

 
“I expect to become a 

model.” 
Brandon Simons, 12 

“I think there will be 
a revolution because 

they need to bring back 
Twinkies, and Tallahassee 

from Zombieland.” 
Cody Woodruff, 10

 
“I expect the economy 
will get worse because 
I don’t think we can 

pay our debt.” 
Josh McNenny, 9

“I don’t think there will 
be a 2013 but if there 
is, I think we will have 

flying cars and the 
Steelers will win the 

Super Bowl.” 
Kevin Nickel, 9
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“As the stories progressed, I was 
appalled by the lack of educational 
and thought-provoking material.”

Averting Apocalypse
Trent Cash

The Almighty Dollar

Journalism is a constantly changing 
field. It evolves as quickly as the new 
pieces of information with which it is 

inundated. 
It is also a field I can see as part of my 

future. As I’m only a freshman, I don’t 
know exactly where I plan to go in life, 
but journalism is one path I’d like to keep 
open as an option. It’s what I enjoy, and 
I could see a promising career come out 
of it. I personally love to write and have 
a passion for current events, politics and 
world news.  

Until recently, I was worried the world 
of journalism is beginning to 
decline. 

 One morning, I turned 
on a local news station as I 
do every morning because 
understanding what’s 
happening in the world is 
important. 

As the stories progressed, 
I was appalled by the lack 
of educational and thought-
provoking material — and my journalism 
worries grew. 

The first story was absolutely mind-
numbing to the point that I walked out of 
the room and got a glass of water and some 
cereal. The story was non-consequential 
to nearly everything; it was a story about 
Justin Beiber and Selena Gomez’s break-
up. I kept watching with  the hope that the 
quality of news would improve.

Unfortunately, it did not.
The next story was covering the absolute 

box-office dominance of the newest 
Twilight movie, “Breaking Dawn: Part 2.” 
Needless to say, I still wasn’t impressed.

After a commercial break, it was time 
for sports. The Cleveland Browns were 
finally able to earn another check in the win 
column. The win was extremely significant 
because the losing team was no other than 
the team’s arch rival, the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
Immediately following the Browns was 
a followup on the Cavaliers’ close game 
against the Miami Heat.

Finally, nearly a quarter of the way 
into the program, a story aired that had 
value to me and the world — coverage of 
the bombing in Israel by the Palestinians. 
Commentary included the victims, the 
history and the governments. That story at 
least was relevant.

In journalism we learn to balance 
what the audience needs to know with 
what interests them. We call it the “who 
cares” method. Yes, Cleveland sports are 
something people care about — but Justin 
Bieber and Selena Gomez? At the top of 
the list? 

You see my worry. 
As I sit here in January of 2013, I reflect 

on that morning. I was thinking how in 
such a short time, the news of late has been 
of a much higher relevance factor.

Unfortunately, it began in the wake of 
tragedy. 

The horrific events in Newtown on Dec. 
14 shook the nation to its core. While some 
of the info reported was confusing until 
verified, there was no question as to its 
relevance. It begged the question on behalf 
of all parents: How do we keep our kids 
safe in what is traditionally thought of as 
secure institutions? 

The follow-up stories surrounding 
Newtown continue — and rightly so. 
Stories about the healing process, gun 
control and school security now lead news 
programs and appear on page A1. 

Toward the close of the year, the fiscal 
cliff dominated the economic media in the 
United States. While people may not have 
thought highly of Congress, their ultimate 

agreement — or lack thereof — would 
affect the country. 

Now that the fiscal cliff is resolved, or 
at least patched, which is a column for a 
completely different day, the media looks 
to Washington’s new congressional players 
to solve the debt ceiling crisis as they’re 
being admitted to the world of Washington 
D.C. 

As the debt ceiling raises, the nation 
fears the economy will just worsen. The 
United States cannot take another hit to the 
already weakened economy. 

The recession and the effects thereafter 
hit everyone. For their own 
respective reasons: the rich, the 
poor and the disappearing middle 
class are concerned about the 
financial situation of the nation. 

While, like economy stories, 
normally stories of foreign affairs 
and warfare amongst nations 
would not necessarily be the top 
news story of the day, it seems to 
have been finding its place in the 

news. Whereas the story I saw on Israel was 
buried beneath the Hollywood buzz that 
morning, those on Syria now precede the 
entertainment and sports commentaries. 

Now, my question is this: Is the 
journalism world actually changing — 
reverting in a sense to days gone by, or is it 
just that all this has happened so suddenly 
that the media was backed into a corner?

While I can wish for the earlier, I fear 
the latter may come true. 

I see this in the idea that still we’ve 
focused much of our attention on those 
more purposeless things, my prime example 
being the fact that the girlfriend of  Alabama 
quarterback A.J. McCarron accumulated 
more than 90,000 Twitter followers during 
the BCS championship game alone.

Maybe the press will see the error in 
its ways. Maybe it will return to its strong 
journalistic roots. 

The 2012 Mayan calendar apocolypse 
provided false. Perhaps we can avoid a 
journalistic apocalypse as well. 
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“You don’t know what people go 
through and what they feel. You might 
be able to just ignore insults, but not 

everyone can.”

Self-harm is a subject that isn’t 
seriously discussed very often. 
Some people don’t even know 

what it is. 
Self harm is the act of hurting oneself 

intentionally: cutting, burning, inserting 
objects into your skin, breaking bones, 
infecting yourself and picking at healing 
wounds are considered self-harm. 

People often classify suicide and 
self-harm in the same category, but they 
are two completely different subjects. 
Suicide is to kill oneself, a finality, while 
self-harm used as a way 
to cope — to live — with 
situations. It is usually 
ongoing. 

“Two to eight million 
Americans self-harm 
per year,” according to 
self-injury.org, an online 
resource for information 
about self-harm. 

People need to educate 
themselves. Chances are 
you probably know somebody who self-
harms and you just don’t know about it.

According to the site, many people 
who self-harm may suffer from an 
underlying affliction, whether depression, 
bipolar disorder, eating disorders, alcohol 
problems or drug abuse. 

When someone cuts or burns 
themselves they produce a hormone 
called Beta-Endorphins, which make 
them feel happy. It helps them alleviate 
their internal pain. 

Another reason people should educate 
themselves is because of stereotypes.  
Often, people who see someone with 
scars will mock them and call them 
“emo.” “Emo,” which originally was 
created based on the Indie music style 
called Emotive Hardcore — a sub-genre 
of punk — has evolved to represent an 
emotional group of students who self-
harm.

In society, many people refer to the 

people wearing black clothing, band 
t-shirts, colorful skinny jeans, or colorful 
hair as “emo.”  

Everyone has emotions. Athletes, 
cheerleaders, AP students, teachers  — 
they all have emotions. Yet we don’t call 
them “emo.” 

Yet the stereotype doesn’t end with 
the clothing types, the hair color or the 
heavy eye makeup; it is not associated 
with self-harm. 

I have no idea where cutting became 
a part of this stereotype, but I think it’s 

completely rediculous. Wearing band 
t-shirts and skinny jeans doesn’t mean 
that person self-harms. 

Famous actress and singer, Demi 
Lovato, checked into rehab for self-harm 
and an eating disorder in 2010. When 
Lovato checked into rehab, it shocked 
most people. 

Nobody expected that she self-
harmed. She is beautiful, talented, 
wealthy, admired and successful — yet 
she was battling.  Fortunately, she had 
the courage to seek help and tell her story 
so that others could seek help too. 

Loosely throwing out the terms 
“cutter” or “emo,”  or even joking about 
these not only labels people but also may 
also make those who do self-harm afraid 
to seek help. 

To those who identify people without 
knowing them: Don’t be so quick to 
judge. Lovato did not fit your stereotype, 
and yet she self-harmed. We all have 

emotions; we all have struggles. 
You don’t know what people go 

through and what they feel. You might 
be able to just ignore insults, but not 
everyone can. Even if you are just 
joking, people might feel like you are 
being serious and internalize their pain.

Self-harm is serious. It’s not an easy 
task to understand that dark place people 
have to go to self-harm. It is emotionally 
and physically damaging. It isn’t just a 
phase; according to the website, often 
the people who self harm say it becomes 

addicting, a way to cope. 
Some of the people who 

self-harm don’t want help. 
They may not see that what 
they are doing is harmful. 
In addition to the fact it 
is extremely dangerous 
because they are physically 
hurting themselves, those 
who self-harm may also 
be avoiding a possible 
underlying problem, a 

problem where people can listen. People 
can help.

Start with talking to someone. 
Whether in person or through the many 
hotlines, there is help. Also, numerous 
in- and outpatient sessions exist to 
address the pain and provide treatment 
in a positive way.

A 2008 New York Times article stated 
“therapy also helps [those who self 
harm] see themselves not as victims, but 
as powerful agents.” You have the power 
to overcome this. 

The most important thing is to not 
give up hope and know you’re not alone. 
There are other people who are going 
through a similar situation, regardless of 
how they dress.  

To those who self-harm: Put the 
razor down. Smile, laugh and live life 
to fullest. Life is too short to spend your 
time pulling down your sleeves to try to 
hide your scars.

Skin Deep
Lauren Henley

Lauren InDreamland
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Debate
The Great

When it comes to cell phones Apple is the brand to have. If 
you have never owned an Apple phone then the iPhone 5 is  

a great place to start.
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People may think that the iPhone 4s is old news but that’s not 
necessarily the case. The iPhone 4s is just as good as the         

iPhone 5.

The iPhone. In just two years, it has evolved from the 
4 to the 4s to the 5. Two Viking Views staff members 
analyze the pros and cons of each model.

Commentary by Macie Moneypenny Commentary by Sydney Stroia

iPhone 4siPhone 5

To sum up all of the points I mentioned above, the iPhone 5 is 
well worth the price of $199.  The charging port on the iPhone 5 
may be different, but you receive a charger with your phone and 
with the better battery life there is no need to charge it as often. 
Adapters are also available to convert the old chargers into the 
newer ones. The bigger screen on the iPhone 5 makes it easier to 
browse the internet and do simple tasks. It not only has a bigger 
screen but it is thinner and sleeker looking. 

The aluminum will help protect the back of the phone from 
shattering. It tested to be more protective than the glass back of 
the iPhone 4s. 

All of these added features that the iPhone 5 has are well worth 
the extra money. With the iPhone 5 you would be gaining a bigger 
screen, longer battery life,4g LTE browsing speeds and so much 
more. Those features may seem small but they make a huge dif-
ference.

Overall, this phone is one of the best ones on the market right 
now and would be a great purchase.

As you can see, the iPhone 4s has many great features that are 
listed above. The battery life on the iPhone 5 may be better but 
if you charge it every night after a day of using your iPhone it 
shouldn’t matter. 

Also, there are cases available that you can purchase that con-
tinuously charge your iPhone 4s while it is on so that it never runs 
out of battery.  Even though the aluminum back on the iPhone 5 
makes the phone less likely to shatter, in some tests it has been 
discovered that it is prone to scuff marks. 

The ability to take still photos while recording video and the 
faster browsing speeds may be nice but is that really worth the 
extra $100? The iPhone 4s has the same basic features as the iP-
hone 5 such as Siri, an eight mega pixel camera, 1080p HD video 
recording and has the ability to FaceTime. At the more affordable 
price of  $99, the iPhone 4s is a quality phone with a smaller screen 
which makes it more convenient to carry with you. It has the same 
classic 30-pin charging cord that fits into all of the iPhone docks. 
The iPhone 4s is a smart and more affordable purchase.

The iPhone 5 has the following:

larger screen, thinner sides, and lighter •	
weight

longer battery life•	

faster browsing speeds •	

aluminum back which is less likely to •	

     shatter

new	earphones	that	fit	in	ears	better	and	•	
more comfortably

captures still photos while recording•	

When it comes to cell phones Apple is the brand to have. If 
you have never owned an Apple phone, then the iPhone 5 is  

a great place to start.

The iPhone 4s has the following:

smaller screen which is more conve-•	
nient to take with you on the go

more affordable•	

the same classic charging cord•	

wider selection of cases and accessories•	

the same basic features as iPhone 5•	

better maps•	

headphone jack on the top so it won’t •	
interfere with any case



The Viking Views 30

e
n

te
rt

a
in

m
e

n
t

Anything butAverage

By his own admission, Hoover alumnus Jonny Rice has never fit comfortably into 
categories. Always following his own heart, Rice found an outlet in his music. 
Writing lyrics and music while still in high school, he pursued his dream of making 
music his way on his terms. With his debut EP “The Eclectic” released  in Novem-
ber and his album, “Average Man,” set for release this summer, Rice is proving he 
is

Story by Hannah Rocco

For most high school students, mu-
sic is a big part of their daily lives. 
Whether it be listening to, writing or 

performing music, the large variety of tem-
pos, sounds and styles offer something for 
everyone. 

Those who take a big interest in music 
consider it to be a hobby rather than a ca-
reer path; however, normality isn’t exactly 
the comfort zone for 2009 Hoover gradu-
ate Jonny Rice. Those who know Rice will 
agree that although he may appear to be 
an ordinary guy, both he and his music are 
anything but ordinary.

While Rice said he originally planned 
to attend the University of Akron to study 
psychology, after complications with his 
application for financial aid, he decided to 

pursue his love for music. 
“I always thought that I’d only be play-

ing music in church and stuff like that,” 
Rice said, “but after I ended up not going to 
school, I thought, ‘Okay, I have to do some-
thing besides work,’ and so I really started 
putting my heart into music,” he said. 

Rice recorded his first demo when he 
was 20 years old, and has since released 
an EP titled “The Eclectic” — an expres-
sion with which Rice said he believes he 
resonates. 

“One of the main reasons I describe my-
self as eclectic is because that’s actually 
just how I feel about my music,” he said. “I 
don’t think you can reach your full poten-
tial as a musician if you just stick with one 
genre and don’t try anything new.”

Mr. Sean Dean, Vice President of Dean’s 
List Entertainment and Rice’s manager, has 
been in the music business for more than 
17 years. Dean said he is confident Rice 
will go very far in the music business. 

“I see Jonny as a genius, as a diamond in 
the rough,” he said. “Jonny has a big heart, 
and there’s a message in every single song 
he writes.”

Dean believes Rice’s message will speak 
to his audience as well.

“If he can change lives through his mu-
sic, I know that will make him happy,” he 
said.  

Rice not only has a strong management 
team, but a strong support system. Rice’s 
publicist and longtime girlfriend Hannah 
Stortz considers herself to be “Jonny’s big-

gest fan.”
“I’m completely supportive of 

him, 100 percent,” she said. “I love 
his music, and I love his voice.” 

Stortz added Rice’s music brings 
a unique sound not often found in 
mainstream society.

“I like that it’s not just the cookie-
cutter stuff you hear on the radio,” 
she said. “With some artists, you 
can barely tell their voices apart, but 
when you hear Jonny’s music, you 
know it’s Jonny.”

According to Rice’s biography 
notes, he has never been close to 
the mainstream to “sustain his occa-
sional brushes with stardom.” 

Rice said he refuses to com-
promise his music in exchange for 
fame.

“He has been unwilling to accept 
the loss of artistic control that the 
industry expects of its stars,” his bi-
ography notes stated. “However, he 
is working with a team that is deter-
mined to embrace his unique style PH
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You can have the most amazing senior 
portraits!  Get a FREE session now and 
another session in the summer. Be a senior 
model for Paul Floyd Photography. Apply at 

www.paulfl oydphotography.com.

I can only take a limited number from each school.

“I did the model program last year and had so much fun!  I 
love Marilyn Monroe and wanted to include that somehow 
in my photographs. Paul came up with some great ideas 
and old Hollywood style lighting that looked really cool. 
The studio has so many cool props and chairs and so 
many things to pose with it’s amazing! I really like how 
my photographs turned out...I couldn’t have asked for 
better!”  — Katie Livick 

Ask for Viking Special to redeem. Expires 12/20/2012. 

+

20 oz

$

4

99

Bring this coupon  

to Zepp’s any day  

after school

330-966-9453

1108 S. Main Street  

(next to Cake Lady)

@ZeppsPizza

Ask for Viking Special to redeem. Expires 2/20/2013

and highlight his 
creative genius.” 

Stortz added 
everyone in-
volved in Rice’s 
music considers 
themselves to 
be “just one big 
family.” In ad-
dition, she said 
she enjoys being 
his publicist and 
likes to be able 
to experience the 
whole musical 
process firsthand. 

Although Rice 
released his EP, 
“The Eclectic,” 
he is also prepar-
ing his debut al-
bum. 

“ A v e r a g e 
Man,” which is 
set to be released 
this year, further 
expands on the 
sounds of the EP 
as well as the in-
fluences of artists 
like Ben Harper, 
G. Love and Lil 
Wayne — among 
others. 

Rice also recently traveled to Los Ange-
les to film his debut music video to accom-
pany the album. 

He said being in California was a great 
experience for both the musician in him 
and the businessman. 

“[Filming in Los Angeles] was a lot of 
fun — definitely a learning experience,” 
he said. “It was really cool to see the other 
side of music, the business aspect of it.” 

Dean said Rice’s personality, passion of 
the industry and musical background will 
only add to his success in the business and 
his audience. 

“Jonny has a gift to reach and touch the 
hearts of broad audiences using his differ-
ent styles of music,” he said. 

According to his biography notes, in ad-
dition to his “musical heroes” and influenc-
es, Rice said  he weaves together “southern 
roots with a wide experience of life” and  
creates “new traditions in American mu-
sic.”  

Dean said he has high expectations for 
Rice’s music and his career, and Rice add-
ed he aims to make his music just as unique 

as him.
While the music is a significant compo-

nent in Rice’s expression, he said the lyrics 
are what really define who he is as an artist 
and what he has to say.

“When you think about it, every single 
core percussion in the world has already 
been played,” he said. “You can play some-
thing that you think is the coolest thing in 
the world, but you’ll find out that someone 
else has already done it.”

The message, according to Rice, is truly 
found in his words.

“There are stories that haven’t been told, 
and that’s what I use the lyrics for,” he said. 
“There are things that you can still say with 
lyrics, and there always will be. That’s why 
I’m so in love with music.” n

Jonny Rice Information
“The Eclectic” [EP] — 2012

“Average Man” — 2013
www.JonnyRiceMusic.com

youtube.com/jonnyricemusic
facebook.com/jonnyricemusic

twitter.com/jonnyricemusic
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Ke$ha Along Came A SpiderAngels & Airwaves
Stomping the Phantom 
Break Pedal

Warriors

—Sami Nonno —Madi —Danielle Pete

Stomping the Phanton Break Ped-
al [SPBP] was much anticipated by 
Angels and Airwaves fans. Although  
it is not a full length album, their 
new EP did not disappoint. 
Even though the song struc-

tures are similar to those of their         
previous albums, each song has its 
own hint of individuality to it. 
Included in “SPBP” is a seven-

minute song, “The Diary,” which 
starts off slowly and crecendos 
into a powerful song much like 
“Flight of Apollo” off their album 
LoveLove. 
Despite the similarity of previous 

songs, SPBP still has originallity for 
the band’s fans.

For fans of the heavier side of the 
music world, Along Came A Spi-
der’s “After the Silence” is a must. 
From the great guitar rifts to the 

fantastic clean and scream lyrics, 
this album fulfills the headbanger 
in everyone. Songs begin with a 
dubstep/video game sounding tune 
and drop straight into the guitar.
While it may have a metal edge, 

the album also has a lyrical side. 
The beautiful, clean lyrics make 
each song unique in itself. 
The album will not disappoint as 

Along Came A Spider stays true 
to its metal core. Whether a true 
metal fan or just interested in the 
music, check them out. It won’t be 
a regret. 

It has been two years since her 
last album, but Ke$ha is back. Her 
new album “Warriors” was released 
on Dec. 4
Some of her songs remind listen-

ers of former hits “Tik Tok” and 
“Your Love is My Drug” and Ke$ha’s 
album, once again, brings the ex-
pected — catchy lyrics and music 
to sing with. 
Ke$ha did attempt a rock n’ roll 

twist on “Dirty Love” but in the end, 
it mimics the Auto-Tuned style for 
which she is famous. 
After two years, Ke$ha should  

show her growth as an artist.
If you like the expected, this album 

won’t disappoint. If you weren’t a 
fan of her before, this album won’t 
change that opinion. 

After the Silence

Fechheimer
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The Guilt Trip

Katie Feldman has just moved from Atlantic City to South-
port, North Carolina, seeking a fresh start.
 While it seems as if she will fit in this tight-knit community, 

Katie has a mysterious side. Yet, she purchases a house, finds 
a job and meets Alex Wheately, the town’s local store owner 
and recent widower. 
Alex is a retired Army investigator who has two young chil-

dren from his marriage to his wife Carly, who died from a brain 
tumor just two years earlier. 
He meets Katie while she is shopping at his local store and he 

begins to fall for her.
There is an immediate connection between the two; however, 

Katie has a secret — a dark past that is solely keeping the two 
apart.  
Katie is drawn to the kind-hearted Alex and his family, lead-

ing her to let her guard down. It seems as if her haunting past 
is just that: the past.
However, when a troubled and disturbing figure from Katie’s 

past shows up in Southport with different plans, Katie realizes 
she must not only protect herself, but Alex and his kids as 
well. She must fight to protect those she loves.
Katie finds herself choosing between playing it safe and a 

riskier — yet more rewarding — alternative. 
 The amazing plot and wonderfully devoloped characters, 

along with the entrancing love story, transport readers to 
Southport. Nicholas Sparks’ “Safe Haven” leaves audiences 
wanting more.

—Alexandra Miller

When I first heard about “Guilt Trip”, I figured I was in 
for another  so called comedy with barely any real humor 
and just a bunch of cheesy lines that would make me yawn 
rather than laugh. Well I was completely wrong. About five 
minutes into the movie, I practically was dying of laughter. 
This movie put me into hysterics the entire hour and thirty-
five minutes I was sitting in that theater.

The movie starts off introducing the main character, Andy 
Brewster (Seth Rogan), as an inventor of a new cleaning 
product who is trying to get his achievement noticed. As 
the audience quickly finds out, his mother Joyce Brewster 
(Barbra Streisand) is very “into” her son’s life. She calls 
him several times a day and is quite involved with his life, 
maybe a little too involved.  Andy  comes home from his 
long distance home in California to visit his mother all the 
way across the country.  As to be expected, Andy just wants 
to be back at home away from his over-the-top mother. 
During dinner one night during his visit, his mother men-

tions her first love whom she named Andy after. This sparks an urge for Andy to find this man for his mom and 
bring them back to each other. So, Andy is “guilted” into bringing his annoying mother on a road trip across the 
country to attend meetings to promote his cleaning product, but to also find her lost love. With his mother not 
knowing about Andy’s true motivation to find her first love, she instantly agrees and the laughter filled journey 
begins. 

If you are looking for a movie that will make you laugh uncontrollably, then grab some money, buy that 
ticket, and laugh until your stomach hurts. Including many laughs along with a heart-warming story, “Guilt Trip” 
will surely not disappoint.
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Safe Haven

— Dylanni Smith
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Let it snow
p abd

o
Story by James Rutherford and Madeline Tauscherp

While many people begin to count the days until spring as soon as the holidays 
come to an end, there are some who look forward to the exceptionally long 
winter season that January and February in Ohio have to offer. 

Throughout the winter season, some 
of the most commonly thought of 
sports are those such as basketball, 

wrestling or even bowling. While those do 
remain popular winter sports, students, and 
teachers alike, find other sports that keep 
them out in the cold.

Sophomore Dylan Owney said he has 
been participating in hockey since he was 
four years old.

“I tried roller skating and was really 
good at it,” Owney said. “Then I went to 
a Cleveland Barons game [and in watching 
them] it made me want to start playing 
hockey.”

Owney said the rush he gets while 
playing is an amazing feeling.

“Just the rush of adrenaline makes you 
want to push harder,” he said.

While hockey is primarily a winter 
sport, Owney said staying in shape for it is 
a year long process.

“I [also] play during the off season just 
stay in shape,” he said. 

With the time Owney has to dedicate 
to hockey, he said he could not be happier 
with it.

“It is a very fast paced sport,” he said. 
“At any moment someone can score, and 
the game is always changing.”

With the benefits of staying in shape, 
Owney said his inspiration branches to the 
major leagues.

“Evgeni Malkin is my favorite 
player,” he said. “He is a hard worker and 
always willing to pass the puck [to his 
teammates].”

While hockey is a sport based on working 
together, snowboarding and skiing focuses 
more on the singular person. Senior Lucas 
Turgeon said he has been in both winter 
sports for longer then he can remember. 

“I’ve been skiing and snowboarding for 
as long I can remember,” he said. “There 
was never really a beginning in my mind. 
It seemed the same as walking. I started 
snowboarding so I could learn something 
new like my friends [who were] beginning 
to [learn] to ski around me.”

Turgeon said he has been involved with 
snowboarding since he was eight.

“I started snowboarding at age eight at 
Boston Mills through ski club at St. Paul’s 
Catholic School,” he said. “I was getting 
bored of just skiing, so I wanted to try 
something new. I’ve been skiing since I 
was three [anyhow] because I come from a 
big ski family.”

Turgeon said the effort he puts into 
snowboarding is because it is what he loves 
to do.

“I feel a rush of adrenaline as I glide 
downhill as fast as I can and hear the wind 
fly through my helmet,” Turgeon said. 
“You have the brush of wind against your 
face, and it’s like flying almost.” 

Turgeon said he not only participates in 
snowboarding through the winter months 
but through other seasons as well.

“I [also] play tennis and soccer,” he said. 
“I would do wrestling but I can’t because I 
ski so much.”

Turgeon said he always finds ways to 
challenge himself while snowboarding.

“When I watch events on T.V., I try to 
do those things and try to be like them,” 
he said.

Turgeon said trying to find a place to put 
those tricks he learned on T.V. into play is 
always a difficult task to under take. 

“My favorite place to ski is Whistler 
in Canada because it has a wide variety 
of slopes to ski on, with powdered 
mountaintops and icy downhill slopes,” he 

said. “It [is a] really cool [place] because 
I was there a months before the Olympics 
when everything was getting set up.”

While Turgeon turns to snowboarding, 
Video Productions and Ski Club advisor 
Mr. Tom Wilson said he chooses to ski. 

“I’ve been skiing since elementary 
school,” Wilson said. “It’s a great thing to 
do in the winter and that’s why I want to 
keep it going at Hoover.”

Wilson said that just like snowboarding, 
skiing takes a lot of will power.

“It’s a great sport because you are 
out in nature,” Wilson said. “It is a very 
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individual sport and you get to enjoy your 
surroundings. Anyone can get involved.”

Wilson said he has been working with 
the Ski Club for close to 15 years.

“I started as an assistant advisor, and I 
have been advising at Hoover for 15 years,” 
he said.

While Wilson has been skiing since 
elementary school, he said he never quite 
made it to the big leagues.

“I have never skied competitively,” he 
said.

The Ski Club can be found every Sunday 
night in the winter months at Boston Mills. 

“We [usually] ski at Boston Mills,” 
Wilson said. 

Wilson said there are many students 
who choose to participate in ski club.

“This year we had about 120 students 
sign up,” he said.

While Wilson said that skiing is great 
“because it gets you outside during winter,” 
Turgeon said he chooses snowboarding 
over skiing. 

“[Snowboarding] is really fast paced, 
and the sensation of gliding through the 
snow,” Turgeon said. “You get to look at 
the scenery while doing what you love. You 
can  do it for a long time, and it does not 
require a lot of energy to [snowboard].”

Wilson and Turgeon both agree that 
snowboarding and skiing is a sport for 
everyone.

“It is something everyone can do,” 
Turgeon said. 

Freshman Emily Derimiggio said 
she does a sport completely different to 
snowboarding and skiing: figure skating. 

“I compete and I love it,” she said.
Derimiggio said she has been doing 

competitive figure skating for many years.
“I have been skating since around fifth 

or sixth grade,” she said.
Derimiggio said she got into figure 

skating by watching it on television.
“I always saw it on T.V. and it got me 

interested,” she said. “It seemed like a fun 
sport to try!”

Derimiggio said figure skating is much 
harder than any other winter sport.

“Figure skating is one of the hardest 
sports,” she said. “It requires you to be 
strong, flexible, disciplined and so many 
more qualities.”

Overall, the winter season is no reason 
to remain indoors.

“[Winter sports] are something you can 
do with friends that is very active and social, 
and you are able to do it up to a reasonable 
old age,” Turgeon said. n

(clockwise from opposite page) Ashley Wagner grabs her skate during a flawless per-
formance, which earned her the gold medal at Skate America Oct. 21. n A skier takes 
one of the first runs of the season down the “Treasure” trail at Wolf Creek Ski Area 
Oct. 8 in the San Juan Mountains of southern Colorado. n Pittsburgh Penguin player, 
Evgeni Malkin, number 71, shoots a goal past the St. Louis Blues. n Shaun White of 
the United States competes in the first heat of the men’s snowboard halfpipe during 
the 2010 Winter Olympics at Cypress Mountain in Vancouver, British Columbia. n
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Handy Andy’s
Fix It Service

934 Pineview Ave.  N. 

Canton, OH 44720

330-497-9384








Do you want to reach 

the teen market?

Advertise 
HERE 

for
2012-13

with The Viking Views
Call 

330.497.5620 
X-489

and ask for Trent

1664 N. Main St.
North Canton, OH 44720

 

   Come in and try our hot          
chocolate and donuts. Yum!   

Bring in this coupon and 
get 10% off your order
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Is savior a correct term for Cavaliers 
guard Kyrie Irving? In his short time 
with the Cavs, he has had a very 

strong campaign, but he lacks the win-
ning drive required to take the team to the 
next level.

In LeBron’s second season, the Cavs 
were 42-40 and narrowly missed the play-
offs. Irving’s Cavs are currently sitting at 
a record of 4-18. This may be a shot at 
the dark, but I don’t see them making the 
playoffs. So what would it take for Irving 
to earn the moniker of savior?

In Irving’s defense, he didn’t 
have nearly the hype of LeBron, 
and Irving was in a rather weak 
draft class. 

At the same time no 
hype can also be an ad-
vantage. 

He doesn’t have to 
worry about ESPN fol-
lowing his every move in 
the hope he would screw 
up. LeBron is an excep-
tion to the rule — all of 
his physical attributes make him 
much harder to guard and a better 
overall player.

Don’t short change Irving for 
his abilities. Irving is one of the most en-
tertaining players to come around.

A blue collar player from a blue collar 
town, Irving is a solid leader with a re-
spectable scoring ability and a great pass-
ing game. If Dion Waiters becomes the 
scorer he has the potential to be, they can 

become the dynamic duo of the future. 
Irving never had the hype around him 

and the pressure forcing him to achieve 
success. Unfortunately, he will always be 
in the shadow of “the chosen one.” He 
will always be thought of as the guy after 
LeBron James. He could win not six not 
seven titles for the Cavs and many would 
still compare him to LeBron. Irving brings 
in not only revenue but a face to a faceless 
franchise. Most of all, he brings a sense 
of hope.

Cleveland sports fans traditionally look 

forward to the following year as a season 
ends. Irving brings the hope of a sports 
savior as he has given many the reason 
to think a big year is ahead. However, as 
of late, there has been no evidence such a 
season is coming. 

While fans continue to be incredibly 

hopeful, Irving does play for Cleveland; 
in addition to LeBron, the fans have be-
come accustomed to false hope. 

I, like most people, thought Peyton 
Hillis was going to be the next big thing 
in Cleveland. Grady Sizemore was once 
the star center fielder for all of Major 
League Baseball, yet he is now a member 
of the “what could have been” ranks. It 
seems as if all Cleveland sports saviors 
fall from grace.

Will Irving be all that we hope out of 
him? He will, if he advances from his 

current state, a potential All-Star. He 
could make many Cleveland fans 
happy to emerge from the sports 
slump. In addition, if he grows at 

a steady level with Dion 
Waiters, Cleveland may find 
itself with two All-Stars. 

What Irving has to 
avoid is become another 
Tim Couch. Couch led the 
new expansion Browns to 
a playoff spot in 2002 and 
would respond the follow-

ing year by playing absolutely 
terribly. What if Irving only has 
one good year left? What if oth-
ers learn his play and are able to 

stop him? What if Irving settles for “good 
enough” and stops trying to progress? 

Cleveland knows the “what if” drill. If 
this happens, once again this region will 
wait for another savior to come.

 

 Cleveland’s Savior
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Corbit’s Corner

— Tyler Corbit

“He will always be 
thought of as the guy 

after LeBron James.”
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Hockey

The hockey team is 6-0 in the 
league, but their overall record is 
9-1. The team ended their Christ-
mas Tournament with  a 7-3 win 
over Elyria Catholic, finishing 
with a tournament record of 3-1.

At 9-1, the boys basketball 
team has had a great start to 
the season. The boys defeated 
Revere 86-61 Dec. 29. The Vi-
king boys went on to defeat 
Jackson 59-52 at home Jan. 4.

Bowling

Varsity participated in  
Park Centre  annual Holi-
day Tournament Dec. 31.
The girls defeated Jackson to 
win the tournament; the boys  
lost to Perry in the final round. 

Basketball

The Lady Vikes have 9-1 record 
this season, including a 74-34 
win over Shaker Heights and a 
79-49 win against Jackson Jan. 
5. With 43 points, Julie Worley 
broke the record for number of 
points scored in a single game. 

Swimming

The boys are off to a great start to 
the season sitting at a record of  7-1. 
The girls are currently at 4-4.  Robert 
Tolson, Lauren Nist and Brian Gian-
netti have all been honored as Stark 
County Swimmers of the Week.

Wrestling

Hoover High School won the 
53rd annual Holiday Tourna-
ment.  The  team  had  eight 
out of 14  weight classes with 
Tyler Maloy winning a cham-
pionship in his weight class. 

Girls
Basketball

Boys
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From a headlock, to a pin there are many different positions 
in wrestling. For sophomore Clay Haverfield the solidity and 
enormous amount of strength in his shots makes him a suc-

cessful wrestler. Wrestling has been a big part of Clay’s life for many 
years.

“I started wrestling about 10 years ago,” Haverfield said. His dad 
and his neighbor influenced him to start wrestling. 

Haverfield said the best thing about wrestling is his teammates.
“I have grown up with them, they are like brothers,” he said. 
Senior Jordan Wakser has been Clay’s teammate for years. 
“Having Clay as a teammate is awesome,” he said. “He is very 

supportive.”
Haverfield said his biggest goal of the season is to make it through 

districts. In addition, he said he would like to pursue wresting beyond 
high school if given the opportunity. 

Wakser said Haverfield has many good traits on and off the mat. 
“He is intense, intellectual and when he’s off the mat, caring,” he 

said.  

Whether it’s a Friday night outside under the stadium lights or in-
side the gym on the side of the court, senior Gabi Fashbaugh is 
cheering on the sidelines for the Hoover Vikings. 

Fashbaugh said in home and away games, the cheerleaders are there 
supporting the team. 

“I love showing spirit for the team with the fans and I love doing the 
cheers,” she said. 

Gabi said she was influenced by her mom who was also a cheerleader. 
“I’ve been cheering since the fourth grade,” she said. “You have to 

love cheerleading to be able to dedicate your time and self to the 
busy schedule.”

Junior Kylie Shambaugh, who has been cheering with Fash-
baugh since seventh grade, said she admires the fact Fashbaugh 
will go out of her way to help out anyone. 

“Gabi is always there for anyone and makes everyone feel 
like they are a part of the team,” she said. “She always has a 
smile on her face.”

Fashbaugh said her favorite thing is just having fun cheering 
and getting the crowd involved at games.

“To be good at anything — it’s all about the practice and 
heart you put into it,” she said. 
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(Clockwise) Junior Julie Worley shoots the basketball in a 
game against Lincoln West. n Senior Brad Harcourt takes the 
ice in a game against Jackson. n Senior Dom Iero dribbles 
the ball down the court in a game against McKinley. n Senior 
Brian Giannetti takes off and dives in a meet against Green. n 
Senior Andy Fausnight prepares to tackle his Lake opponent at 
home. The winter sports teams begin successful seasons. n
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