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Dear Readers,

Well, regrettably and lamentably, we all have arrived back at school. We here 
at The Viking Views sincerely hope that your holidays were merry and your 
New Years was truly happy. And we also hope that your return to school 

won’t be all that bad. 
On another note, there are predictions that the world is going to come to an end 

on December 21 of this year. Now, that’s quite a depressing thing to think about, but it 
just gives us all the more reason to live life to the fullest, but please do  it responsibly. 
Whether you believe or not, take a moment to appreciate the small things in life. If 
you want to read what your classmates want to do before it all comes to an end, flip 
to page 25 for their answers.

In other news, our winter sports teams have been back at it for a while now. If 
you need an update, check out the briefs on page 38. However, if you’re not into  
mainstream sports, make sure you take a look at parkour on page 36.

Most importantly, as a high school society, the relationships we share will affect us 
for the rest of our lives. In the future, no realtionship will be more important than the 
one we will share with our significant others. Especially for those who are about to 
make the trip to college, check out our series on marriage. Within these articles, The 
Viking Views examines marriage and its current landscape on pages 18-23.

As always, along with our specialties, we have our main staples. Check out movie 
and CD reviews on pages 32 and 33. Don’t forget to check out our columnists’ opinions 
either. They’re located on pages 16, 26, 27, and 35. 

Finally, keep yourself motivated. One half of the school year is past and gone, but 
there is one more to go. Make sure to make the best of it!
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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspa-

per produced 9 times a year to approximately 
1,900 students and staff, as well as members of 
the community. As student editors make content 
decisions independently of the school’s staff 
and administration, the paper is considered a 
forum for student opinion. It is therefore exempt 
from prior review or restraint in both principle 
and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and en-
couraged. Letters must be signed, but, upon 
request, they may be published anonymously 
at the discretion of the staff. The Viking Views 
reserves the right to edit letters for space and 
content in order to maintain the paper’s high 
standards against obscenity, libelous mate-

rial, and personal attacks. Letters that exhibit a 
blatant disregard for such standards will not be 
considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of 
a majority of the editorial board. No one indi-
vidual may be held responsible for the opinions 
expressed therein. Signed editorials and col-
umns reflect the opinion of the writer and not 
The Viking Views, adviser or school. The Viking 
Views takes all measures possible to make a 
clear distinction between fact and opinion in all 
news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views 
will print retractions as they are brought to the 
attention of the staff.          

 -The Editors

Cover: Photo illustration of 
a couple leaving after their 
wedding.(Photo by Jenn 
Shaw) TOC photos courtesy 
of MCT and Lucy Andrews.
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AROUND THE WORLD    JANUARY 2012

Los Angelas, USA
December 30th began the 
start of over 50 fires being 
set in the Hollywood area, 
mostly in carports and 
driveways, and spreading 
to apartments and homes. 
Suspected arsonist is Harry 
Burkhart, 24. 

London, England
On January 3 a murder victim was 
found near the hamlet of Anmer on 
the royal estate at Sandringham. It is 
sparking creepy conspiracy theories.

Pyongyang, North Korea
After his father’s death, Kim 

Jong Un reaffirms continu-
ity of North Korean policy. 
North Korean army swears 

their allegiance to him. 

Pasadena, USA
Oregon University defeats 

Wisconsin to win the 
highest-scoring Rose Bowl 

ever.
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The Barbush Family
The Baxter Family
Dr. Charles E. Belles, 
Optometrist
Belmont Business Systems
and The Crofford Family
Drs. Rhonda and Andrea 
Company, DDS
Chris and Lee Ann Devore
Forever Memories Custom
Quilts
Dr. Gary L. Giammarco, DDS
Jordan D. Greenwald
Mike and Sherry Huth
Key Investment Services LLC, 
Peggy Yoos, Financial Advi-
sor
Kumon Math & Reading 
Center of North Canton
Law Offices of Sandra L. 
Merrill
The Livick Family
North Canton Veterinary 
Clinic
Dr. Ted A. Rath, Optometrist
The Swope Family - Troy,
Deshaun, Nick and Lucas

OHIO NEWS

Noble County, Ohio
16-year-old “Craigslist 
Killer” has been arrested 
and charged with aggravated 
murder.

Canton, Ohio
Mary Shriner, 43, was 

found dead at the bottom 
of the steps of the McKin-

ley Memorial Christmas 
day.

Columbus , Ohio
The NCAA announced on December 

20 The Ohio State Football team is  
banned from the bowl games in 2012 

for breaking NCAA rules.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT



06

news.The Viking Views

Employment status
Companies view Facebook pages as background check
Kirsty Malloy
Staff Writer

As social networking becomes big-
ger than ever, a person’s Facebook  
page is their new resume. College 

admission representatives and employers 
worldwide are now using the latest way of 
gathering character information, by check-
ing their candidate’s Facebook page. 

In this day an age, most people post ev-
ery thought and event of their lives online, 
whether it is via social networking or blog-
ging. This means that more and more peo-
ple are able to see what type of person they 
are, right down to a person’s religious and 
political beliefs, relation-
ship status and even their 
sexuality. 

Many people have dis-
puted upon whether or not 
colleges and employers 
should be allowed to look 
at a person’s Facebook 
page, due to ethical, moral 
and privacy reasons. Culi-
nary Arts teacher Mr. Phillip Ogilvie said 
he believes they should.

“You are posting things in a public fo-
rum, on the internet, where millions of peo-
ple are searching and looking for things,” 
he said. “I really don’t see an issue with 
them looking at your page. If you put it on 
there, you’re kind of asking for it.”

Junior Hunter Lawrence also said he be-
lieves employers and colleges should look 
at a people’s Facebook page. 

“Although I believe that you should be 
able to express yourself on any social net-
working site without it affecting your fu-
ture career, it is in their resources, and they 
can use that,” he said. “If you are going to 
be careless and juvenile, then yes, it could 
definitely damage your career or college 
prospects.”

In so many news stories we hear of how 
people pretend to be someone they are not 
online and ‘hide behind the keyboard,’ so 
how could the internet possibly be a true,  
reliable source of information? Business 
teacher Mrs. Kim Nidy said employers 
and colleges should be allowed to use Fa-
cebook as a source of a person’s character, 
reliable or not.  

“I think it truly represents you,” she 
said. “If you put it out there, you should not 

be afraid of letting a college or employer 
see the real you.”

According to the National Association 
for College Admissions Counseling (NA-
CAC) website, 55 percent of American 
youths aged 12 through 17 currently use 
social networking sites. However, only 
32.1 percent of these youths use Facebook 
to find information on or about colleges. If 
colleges are looking at a potential student’s 
Facebook page, why aren’t students looking 
at the college’s Facebook page? According 
to the NACAC website, most students in-
dicated that the information provided on 
social networking sites needed to be taken 

with a grain of salt, and said they believe 
the credibility and trustworthiness of the 
information depends completely upon the 
person who is posting the information.

Ogilvie agreed. 
“Some people put themselves on Face-

book; others post what they want people to 
see,” he said. “Either way, it’s a good judge 
of character, if not who they are, it is what 
they want to be or be seen as.”

On the other hand, Lawrence disagrees 
with Ogilvie in that he believes people use 
Facebook to label themselves. 

“For the majority, I think people rely too 
much on a Facebook page to define them-
selves and to put who they are out there,” 
he said.

Where as many people believe that due 
to lengths that people go through to get 
‘high quality’ privacy settings, Facebook 
should not be a source for colleges and 
employers to use. However, Facebook is 
public domain with over one million active 
members currently using the website. The 
key point which many people fail to realize 
while using the social network, is that once 
you post something on the internet, it is out 
there for everyone to see with no regard for 
the privacy settings you may have. 

“Facebook is such an interesting con- ILLUSTRATION COURTESY OF MCT

cept, as once you post it, Facebook then 
owns it,” Ogilvie said. 

There are many advantages to social 
networking and having a technology based 
society, however, with college admissions 
and employers now using the internet as a 
source of reference, there are many fears of 
what may come of this. 

With each new technological advance, 
comes another ‘digital footprint’ that can 
be traced back to each user, with their 
name attached. For many people, their at-
titudes and behaviors change as they grow 
up and for some, this includes leaving this 
type of social networking behind. Despite 

this, the users ‘footprint’ will 
always carry their name to what 
they posted. It is for this reason, 
along with many more, that law-
suits are a very real and promi-
nent threat upon a technology 
based society. 

“I feel like there are already 
serious legal troubles, especially 
because of how accustomed we 

have become as an internet generation,” 
Lawrence said. “It’s not as if someone is 
breaking into you diary.” 

Although Nidy said she believes suing 
for invasion of privacy is unfeasible, she 
assumes that there could be discrimination 
lawsuits in the future of this society. “Dis-
crimination comes in all forms such as age 
and race, which a person cannot control, 
however if you withhold information or lie, 
there could be serious consequences.”

Whether or not you believe that col-
leges and employers should be looking at 
your Facebook page, the truth is, they are. 
Therefore,  Ogilvie said it is your responsi-
bility to control what you post. 

“If I were searching for a career or a 
job, I would change everything I possibly 
could to appear professional,” he said. “It’s 
the media of the day, and it’s the downside. 
How people view you must change to seem 
more mature.” 

Nidy, who teaches about the dangers of 
using Facebook in business class, agreed 
with Ogilvie. 

“I teach my students to be very careful,” 
she said. “You have complete control over 
how you are viewed. Your Facebook page 
is an extension of you, and your reputation. 
Protect it.”n

“Some people put themselves on 
Facebook; others post what they 

want people to see.” 
- Mr. Phil Ogilvie 
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07Occupying Wall Street
New York citizens take their protest to the street
Stephen Bowersox
Staff Writer

New York City is surrounded by 
bright lights, towering skyscrap-
ers, flashing billboards and thou-

sands of protestors. This has been the sight 
in New York since September this year 
when thousands of protestors flocked to 
Zuccoti Park to speak out 
against the bankers on 
Wall Street.

Occupy Wall Street 
was first thought of on 
Adbusters.org when there 
was a call to action for all 
those who felt manipu-
lated by the bankers and 
large business people, 
who they call the one percent. Adbusters 
called for a gathering of 20,000 people to 
Wall Street in New York City on September 
17, 2011. Their call was heard as thousands 
of rebellious citizens met that day to fight 
against the corruption of the U.S. economy 
and call for change. Protestors believe their 

actions will force the government to fix 
their methods and lead to better lives for 
everybody.

OccupyWallStreet.org, the unofficial 
site for all things dealing with the Occupy 
movement, stated that they were inspired 
by the protests in Egypt, Spain and Oaxaca 
and are gathering in order to find a com-
mon, unified voice against Wall Street and 
large corporations. 

The movement has been able to unify 
people well by creating the “We are the 99 

percent” slogan. This slogan has been used 
to unify the populace against the wealthy 
business men who make a third of the en-
tire nation’s income. Not all people in the 
top one percent are business men though; 
there are also farmers, lawyers, doctors and 
many others who have been classified as 
‘the enemy’ by the Wall Street protestors. 

The protestors seem to have a unified voice 
over who is their enemy, but some claim 
they have organizational problems.

Hoover graduate Chelsea Roden went to 
one of the protests for Occupy Boston for a 
journalism class.

 “I went to one of the protests with a vid-
eo camera 
and I went 
and asked 
t w e n t y 
d i f f e r en t 
p e o p l e 
what they 
w a n t e d 
from the 
movement 
and each 
of them 
gave me a 
d i f f e r en t 
a n s w e r, ” 
she said.

R o d e n 
said the 

lack of unity causes problems for the entire 
movement as well.

 “If they don’t get organized soon then 
all of the different Occupy movements will 
keep getting shut down.”

Senior Nathan Deems agreed.
“Without a clear voice, it’s impossible 

to meet all their demands,” he said. “If they 
want to achieve anything they’re going to 
have to figure out exactly what they want.”

There are some good parts to their or-
ganization, however. Roden said they were 

effective at organizing within their group 
and making their voices heard.

“They communicated through hand sig-
nals to say when to start and stop and they 
had multiple people repeating commands 
from someone to tell them what to do,” she 
said. 

However, Roden said she thinks the pro-
testors are not very good at com-
municating with people outside of 
their group. 

“Inside of their group they 
were able to work together and get 
things done, but they were unable 
to communicate well with people 
outside their group and that made 
it hard to take them too seriously,” 
she said.

Even with their debatable organizing 
abilities, Occupy Wall Street has been able 
to inspire over 1,500 Occupy movements 
worldwide due to their ability to use the so-
cial media to their advantage.

Deems first heard of Occupy Wall Street 
on an online comedy website.

“I was searching the web one day and 
I saw that people kept making fun of this 
‘Occupy Wall Street’ thing and I didn’t 
know what it was,” he said. “After that I 
just kept hearing more and more about it.”

The Occupy movement has been cov-
ered on the news, headlined on newspa-
pers, trended on Twitter and talked about 
on the radio. Deems said he thinks the me-
dia is how Occupy Wall Street has become 
so well-known.

“I think that if the news and everything 
didn’t talk about it when it first started as 
much, then nobody would have even heard 
about it,” he said.

Occupy Wall Street has been ongoing 
for three months now and even though 
many of the branches are being shut down, 
it has caused many people throughout the 
country to start taking action and stand-
ing against the government and business 
people. There are those who may not agree 
with the views of the Occupy Wall Street 
movement, but whether people support the 
cause or don’t it is causing people to act. As 
OccupyWallSt.org said,

“We want freedom for all, without re-
gards for identity, because we are all peo-
ple, and because no other reason should be 
needed.”n

“If they want to achieve anything 
they’re going to have to figure out 

exactly what they want.”
-Nathan Deems
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When the doors of Hoover High 
School open sometime in the 
very near future, many students 

will carry with them more than pens, paper 
and binders; they will also have laptops, 
eReaders — even smartphones. 

“Bring Your Own Device” (BYOD) 
is something Hoover has been exploring 
for approximately two years, according 
to principal Mr. Tony Pallija.  The plan 
includes introducing this learning style 
system to classes and keep education in 
step with the ever-changing technology 
world.  

“We need to communicate,” Pallija said. 
“It’s our biggest challenge.” 

Before students begin thinking they 
can make a phone call in class, associate 
principal Mr. Paul McIntyre 
stressed BYOD is not the 
case. 

“Students will be able 
to bring in laptops, tablets 
and eReaders to use for 
educational purposes, as 
assigned by their teachers,” 
he said. “Cell phones may 
be used in a classroom if the 
teacher wants to incorporate that technology 
in the classroom.” 

With the current budget cuts to the North 
Canton City School district budget, money 
is not available to support large technology 
initiatives — another incentive for the 
adoption of the BYOD policy. 

“We can’t afford to buy every student 
their own laptop for school,” Pallija said.

McIntyre said the policy will enhance 
education. 

“Allowing students to bring their own 
devices to school provides technology to 
be employed for instruction that otherwise 
would not be available,” he said. 

McIntyre added many teachers are open 
to the new technology policy as well.

“We will find some teachers being 
more accepting of using technology in the 
classroom,” he said. “Much of that mindset 
will be how well the technology can 
enhance instruction on each content area.” 

According to the BYOD policy, 
electronic devices allowed in school 

are classified as either disruptive, non-
disruptive or mobile phone devices.

Disruptive devices — including 
recording devices, radios, pagers and laser 
pointers — are electronic devices deemed 
distracting to the education environment; 
as a result, are “not permitted in any area 
of Hoover High School, including the 
courtyard.”

According to the proposed policy, non-

disruptive devices are those used primarily 
for education purposes: laptops, netbooks, 
tablets and eReaders. Students may use 
such devices as permitted in certain areas 
at specific times as directed by school 
personnel. 

Mobile phones for any voice or text 
communication are not permitted during 
school hours, according to the proposal. 
However, they may be used as directed by 
staff members. 

If a teacher’s lesson plan incorporates the 
use of the smart phones, the students will 
be permitted to use them in the classrooms. 
Other than this exception, mobile phones 
must be turned off or muted during school 
hours. 

Anytime a school proposes or 
introduces a change in policy, a process 
of brainstorming with the community, 
students and staff must take place and be 
presented to the school board, according to 
Pallija and McIntyre. 

The technology committee meets once 

every month to discuss the plans, ideas and 
what must take place to move to the next 
step at Hoover. In addition, the committee 
is working on providing technology to 
students who will not supply their own 
devices.

Senior Samantha Weber said technology 
is very important to students. 

“I do not know a high school student 
whose cell phone or laptop isn’t important 

to them,” she said. “It would 
help me a lot if they let us use 
our smartphones and [other] 
technology in class.” 

Weber added she already 
uses technology at home for 
her classes. 

“It would help me learn 
better,” she said. “I like to 
use Google or Yahoo on my 

phone to help me with my homework and 
studying.”

However, BYOD is not without its 
critics. 

According to an Oct. 26 online article 
on The Spicy Learning Blog by teacher 
Royan Lee, implementing such a policy 
could cause problems. 

“Social media does not have a place 
in your school,” Lee said in his blog. He 
then lists ten additional reasons as to why 
such an could be detrimental to the learning 
environment — from a socioeconomic 
standpoint to WiFi and server issues. 

However, the United States Department 
of Education disagrees with Lee. According 
to its webpage, the department believes 
such policies “support the thinking process, 
stimulate motivation and self esteem and 
prepares students for the future.”

While Hoover is in the process of 
adopting a BYOD policy, it is not in effect 
yet, according to Pallija. Until further 
notice, all current policies apply.  n

Morgan Hoover
Staff Writer

Empowering education
Hoover adopts Bring Your Own Device poilicy for students

“We need to communicate; it’s our 
biggest challenge.”

-Mr. Tony Pallija
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10A courageous battle 
Hoover senior fights cancer 

Senior Kaitlyn Koonce has been absent from the classrooms 
at Hoover High School since early September. People may 
have heard her name said once or twice  in passing, or on the 

morning news. They have probably seen the lime green wrist bands 
being sold in the commons to benefit the funds for her treatments, 
and maybe even bought one themselves. 

Over the summer Koonce went on a mission’s trip to Guatemala, 
where she may have spent her days feeling well, climbing a 
mountain side on occasion. But, the nights, however, were not so 
good to her. 

“I wasn’t feeling well in the nights, but the doctors told me that 
it was just jet lag,” Koonce said.

Upon her arrival home, Koonce was not getting any better.
“When we came back to the states, I was not able to use the rest 

room, and I was having terrible stomach pains,” she said. “The 
doctors said that it was just constipation.”

After days of illness, it was her friend Grace King who finally 
took Koonce to the hospital. 

“I was afraid to go to the hospital, because everyone kept telling 
me I was fine,” Koonce said. “I was afraid I would look like an 
idiot.”

Koonce was diagnosed with large B-cell non-Hodgkins 
lymphoma. Large B-cell non-Hodgkins lymphoma is an aggressive, 
or fast growing cancer that attacks the immune system. It is defined 
by fast growing tumors, and causes fevers, night sweats and weight 
loss, according to the National Cancer Institute.

 Her doctors discovered tumors on both kidneys, one on her 
liver, and one in her heart. The one in her heart was the size of both 
her fists, and the others were around the size of one fist. 

Koonce’s doctors said the best course of action was 
c h e m o t h e r a p y. 
Chemotherapy is 
a form of cancer 
treatment that kills 
all of the cancer 
cells in a person’s 
body by means of 
drugs. It can also 
stop cancer from 
spreading, or it can 
slow the growth 
thereof, according 
to the National 
Cancer Institute.

“You never 
know what is 
going to happen,” 
Koonce said. “I 
did not know while 
I was climbing 
mountains in 
Guatemala that 
tumors were 

growing inside of me. It is definitely scary. There’s no way to 
convey it through 
words.”  

Ms. April Koonce, 
Koonce’s mother, 
packed up and left 
Texas, where she had 
a son, a fiance and a 
job, for her daughter. 
She moved to Canton 
to take care of 
Koonce.

“There was no 
hesitation,” April 
Koonce said. “I knew 
there was a long fight 
ahead. She needed 
me, so we worked 
something out.”

April Koonce said 
she felt the difficulty 
of distance from her 
daughter before she 
left Texas.

“I was shocked 
and in disbelief,” she 
said. “I thought that it may just be a small surgery to remove the 
masses. But to hear it, I just broke down and cried the rest of that 
day.”

Though she struggled with her daughter’s illness, April Koonce 
said she believes Koonce’s father was hit the hardest by the news 
of Koonce’s illness.

“I think it may have been harder for her dad, but wanting to be 
there with her was hard.” April Koonce said.

Koonce said she is thankful for what she has in her mother.
“When my mom goes back to Texas it will be really hard 

because we’ve gotten so close since she’s been here,” Koonce said. 
“She never lets me see her falter. She has the most positive attitude 
about it. She gets me to laugh, and almost lets me forget that I have 
cancer.”

Medical Technologies teacher, Mrs. Kris Wells, had Koonce for 
Med Tech I and began the year with Koonce in her Med Tech II 
class. Wells said she found the news of Koonce’s illness hard to 
take.

“I got a text message from her on my phone back in September,” 
Wells said. “She just said that she was at Mercy Hospital and they 
were transfering her up to Children’s Hospital.”

After hearing of Koonce’s diagnosis, Wells said she felt for her 
student.

“I felt sick,” she said. “I was really concerned, and really 
worried for her. All that her text message said was that they found 
a mass.”

After hearing of Koonce’s illness, Wells and her Med Tech II 
class were looking for a way to help.

“We all wanted to do something,” Wells said. “Everyone liked 

Adare Chance
Staff Writer
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11her, and they really wanted to do something.”
 The class sold lime green wrist bands, the color of the 

lymphoma ribbon, with the original intent to buy Koonce a wig 
for graduation. 

“It initially came up that we could get money to get her a wig,” 
Wells said. “It then became a way to raise money to help her with 
expenses.” 

The Med Tech II class sold 500 wrist bands, and raised around 
$1,200. The Med Tech II class will be selling bands again in the 
spring, and bands can always be purchased from a Med Tech 
student, according to Wells. 

 Med Tech II student, Amber Shrigley, was one of the first 
Hoover students to learn of Koonce’s illness. She said she felt the 
impact of Koonce’s illness.

“She told Caitlin Hopkins and me, and said that she wanted to 
keep it quiet,” Shrigley said. “I was really upset. Once she knew 
what it was, then she said it was okay to tell people.”

Koonce’s illness brought her and Shrigley closer together.
“We got a lot closer,” Shrigley said. “It is still pretty hard to 

believe that she has it, but we definitely got closer.” 
Koonce has been 

enjoying the company 
of classmates, as well 
as the company of her 
teachers.

“A lot of my friends 
and teachers visit 
me,” Koonce said. 
“Miss Walker, Mrs. 
Mackowski and Mrs. 
Manion visit me the 
most. I tend to get a 
lot of my information, 
however, from 
students.”

Wells said she tries 
to stay in touch with 
Koonce  as best she can 
during her struggle.

“Before, I used to 
see her everyday in class,” Wells said. “I try to stay in touch. She 
really is in my thoughts all of the time.”

Koonce said she is going through chemotherapy as a way to 
fight cancer.

“It is extremely scary because you have no immune system,” 
she said. “I hate it because you have to think of how hard it is on 
your body.”

Since being diagnosed, Koonce said she believes she has grown 
and changed as a person.

 “It is not fun, but it is getting easier,” Koonce said. “Having 
someone there makes it easier. I do not really like being alone 
anymore.”

April Koonce said she saw this change.
“She was always quite independent and mature,” she said. “But, 

she has been very positive since the beginning.”
Koonce’s illness has even brought her closer to her faith.
“I am almost happy this happened,” Koonce said. “I needed 

this reality check. I feel closer to God than ever before. When I 
get scared, I know God will not put we through anything I cannot 
handle.”

Since her diagnosis, Koonce said she has felt the support of the 
people around her.

“I know I have a whole class behind me,” Koonce said. “You 
start to see the good side in people when you get sick. I am just 
really amazed.”

After several rounds of chemotherapy, Koonce and her family 
are starting to see a light at the end of the tunnel.

“I feel like we are closing in to an end to this and I thank my 
whole class for supporting me,” Koonce said. “It is really what 
helps me get through everyday.”

Koonce remains optimistic through her illness. She and her 
family continually update her Caring Bridge web site. To donate 
to Koonce, keep up with her story, and let her know their thoughts 
one could go to www.caringbridge.org/visit/kaitlynkoonce.

“You think there are so many bad people in the world, but I see 
how good people are,” Koonce said. “People will donate without 
reason.” 

Koonce has been doing her classes online through Hoover, but 
she sais she feels the distance from her classmates.

“I really like doing it at home,” Koonce said, “but I miss school 
the most. I cannot wait 
to walk with my class in 
June.”

April Koonce said she 
hopes for the best for her 
daughter.

“We want her to have 
a full recovery, and have 
the ability to walk with 
her class in June,” April 
Koonce said.

Wells agreed with 
April Koonce and has 
the same vision.

“We are all praying 
for her, and she is always 
in our thoughts,” Wells 
said. “We are all looking 
forward to graduation 
day, when she walks 

across the stage. She has definately been missed.”
After graduating, Koonce is still looking toward her future.
“I originally wanted to go to the University of Texas, but then 

decided on Univerity of San Antonio,” she said. “I want to go 
to medical school in San Antonio also. I already wanted to be a 
doctor. I know how it feels to be stuck in that bed, and it makes me 
want it even more.”

April Koonce said she sees the strength in her daughter.
“She is handling this with a graceful spirit,” April Koonce said. 

“I am so proud of her. She has never had self pity or questioned her 
fate. I am so proud of her for being so strong.”

Koonce said she believes that her illness made her more aware 
of her desire to help others.

“People need to be more thankful everyday for their health,” 
Koonce said. “Do not forget that there are sick people out there, 
and just volunteering could make someone’s day when they need 
it.” n
n(bottom left) senior Kaitlyn Koonce poses for one of her senior pictures taken 
prior to the discovery of her cancer. n (top right) Koonce shaved her head after 
she began chemotherapy. n (middle) Koonce with her mother after going 
through chemotherapy. Photos courtesy of Kaitlyn Koonce.



Human trafficking: the illegal trade of human beings for the 
purposes of slavery, forced labor or sexual exploitation 
has reached epidemic proportions globally. 

While the sex trade exists in modern, industrial countries like 
the United States, it is the countries with weak or corrupt law 
enforcement agencies, according to an August 2006 Fox News 
article, that child sexual exploitation thrives 

Countries much like Thailand. 
However, there are many people who care enough to try and 

help prevent young females from going into this lifestyle – and 
junior Emily Phillips is one of them. In October, Phillips traveled 
to Thailand for a mission’s trip through her church. 

“I’ve always wanted to be a missionary [when I get older],” 
she said. 

When she heard about 
an organization dedicated 
to helping children through 
her church, Phillips was 
immediately interested in 
learning more. 

“[Church members] talked 
about this organization called 
Remember Nhu several times,” 
she said. 

At 12 years old, Vietnamese refugee Nhu Da Than was sold to 
a human trafficker by her grandmother after falling upon financial 
difficulties, according to a May 2011 article in the Toledo Blade. 

The trafficker purchased her for $300. 
After three days of torture, she was returned to her family. 

Nhu’s story served as an inspiration for an Ohio couple to create 
the organization in 2004.

Phillips said stories like Nhu’s encouraged her to take action. 
“Every time I saw the pictures of the girls, it always just makes 

me want to go and help them in some way,” she said. 
Initially, Phillips said she routinely spoke with girls who were 

saved from the prostitution ring by Remember Nhu. She then knew 
she had to meet them in person. 

“When we saw the girls, you could just tell that they loved 

having us there because every one of the girls in that home is 
sponsored by a family at our church,” she said. “It is pretty much 
their surrogate family.” 

Phillips did not travel to Thailand by herself. She was 
accompanied by her mother, Ann Phillips. She added the girls are 
able to form a bond with their sponsors. 

“Every girl is sponsored and they really do see you as family, 
but they also know that and are invested in your lives,” Ann Phillips 
said. “They know that there is someone praying for them. You go 
to Thailand and you didn’t feel like you were on the other side of 
the world, except for when you’re in the plane; [however], they 
know you came from the other side of the world.” 

Remember Nhu is not just an organization accepting donations; 
it really encourages it participants to become involved. 

“It’s not that people are just spending money to fund global 
organizations; it is 
much more personal,” 
Ann Phillips said. “I 
think that going there 
to see them meant the 
world the difference. 
We’re are not just 
sending them the 
money – they were 
able to see all the love 
that we gave them, 

the activities we took them to do and that they really never had a 
chance to do.” 

Before traveling to Thailand, they had to learn the basic cultural 
differences. “We learned their dances, and learned about their 
culture,” Phillips said. “We got to learn about their temples and we 
got to see brothels. At one point, we got to go to a hill top and were 
able to pass out rice.” 

While staying in Thailand, the Phillips were often around the 
home of the girls who are adopted under the Remember Nhu 
project. 

“You have 40 girls all sleeping in bunk beds, and only two 
house parents to run the whole place,” Phillips said. “The girls 
didn’t complain either when they were required to clean.” 

Phillips and her mother were not the only people who were 

The sex trade. To most people, it is an imaginable crime that takes place more than half a 
world away. According to Remembernhu.org, an organization dedicated to preventing the 
exploitation of children in the sex trade industry throughout the world, an estimated 1.2 
million children are trafficked into sexual slavery every year. Each day, nearly 3,200 children 
become ENSLAVED

Story by Madeline Tauscher

“They’re taught from the time 
they’re really young that there isn’t 

anything different...” 
- Mrs. Ann Phillips
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n(top left) the house parents of forty rescued girls are pictured with two of their  
rescued children n (top right) a young Taiwanese girl collects money on a street 
in order to socialize her with strangers in order to prepare her with the sex-slave 
trade.n (bottom) because dryers are unavailable to the house parents, they must 
dry all of their clothes outdoors 

affected by the Remember Nhu program. In 2005 and 
again in 2008, Video Productions teacher Mr. Tom 
Wilson, traveled to Thailand to film documentaries of 
the stories of the girls who were affected through the 
Remember Nhu organization. 

The videos are available at http://vimeo.com/
channels/wilsonvideo. 

“Working on a documentary that focuses on the 
Remember Nhu purpose was very compelling,” he 
said. 

Although Phillips and Wilson never met in person 
to discuss their trips, Phillips was able to watch his 
documentaries from the previous years. 

“It turns out that Emily saw my documentaries,” 
Wilson said. “It was something that helped get her 
organized to go.” 

According to Phillips, Wilson’s documentaries did 
help in her choice to go Thailand. 

“It was something that helped me push forward,” 
she said. 

According to Phillips and her mother, the practices 
of the Thai sex trade are shocking. Sex traffickers 
have children as young as three sell flowers on the 
street in order to prepare them for the future. 

“They groom them to be in the public,” Ann 
Phillips said. 

Phillips agreed. 
Because the traffickers expose the children to the 

public as such a young age, it is “easier to sell them 
when they’re older,” she said. 

By the time children reach six to eight years of 
age, the traffickers teach the children sexual acts. 

By their early teens, they are full child prostitutes 
immersed in the sex trade. According to Ann Phillips, 
the traffickers prey upon the poverty of the parents. 

“They lie to many of the parents,” she said. “They don’t say 
‘we’re taking your child to the sex trade.’ They say ‘we’ll give 
them a job and it’ll pay well; we’ll feed them and cloth them.’” 

However, some impoverished families sell their young girls 
into slavery because the money may save the rest of the family, 
Ann Phillips said. In addition, many of the Thai girls don’t know 
that it’s wrong. 

“[The families] see it as necessity,” she said. “When they take 
them really young, the girls don’t know any different.” 

For North Canton children, they know to go to school and get 
jobs someday. In parts of Thailand, the children do not. 

“They’re taught from the time they’re really young that there 
isn’t anything different [than the sex trade],” Ann Phillips said. 

Through the Remember Nhu organization, Phillips said she was 
able to work with girls and show them there is a difference; they do 
not have to be prostitutes. 

Phillip’s work has earned the respect of many people in North 
Canton – including Principal Tony Pallija, who said Phillips serves 
as a role model.

“I think it is great,” he said. “A lot of people say that North 
Canton is a nest, or a little Camelot. It seems as if everyone goes to 
Stark State and just stays in North Canton.” 

Pallija said it was a unique experience for Phillips. 
“It was great for Emily to travel and impact the lives of others 

and experience the all the other cultures,” he said. 
While Phillips and her mother have returned to North Canton, 

Ann Phillips said their journey is far from over. 
“Each one of us is committed to support them for the rest of 

their lives.” n
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Kirkland 
Carruthers

“Kirkland is always alert 
and ready to go.”
-Mr. Campanaro

freshman

Story by:  Adrienne Devore n Photo by: Jesse Sanchez-Strauss

Figuring out what career you want 
when you’re older is not the easiest 
thing to do, especially when you’re 

in high school. However, this is far from 
the case for freshman Kirkland Carruthers. 
He is interested in many things for possible 
career choices and has the qualifications it 
takes to have a bright future.

Although baseball is not the career 
path he plans to take when he’s older, it is 
something he has fun with and has 
been playing ever since he was a 
little kid.

“I’ve played baseball since I 
was eight years old, and I’ve just 
always been interested in it,” he 
said.

As well as baseball,   Carruthers 
is also interested in history. He said 
Mr. Dan Campanaro is his favorite 
teacher this year.

“...He’s the funniest and just a fun 
teacher,” he said. “My favorite subject is 
history this year.”

Campanaro is glad to have him in his 
class this year.

“Kirkland is very engaging in class,” he 
said.  “He often asks questions or makes 
comments during discussions, or just during 
our “down time.”  He has a witty, dry sense 
of humor at times and I enjoy having him 
in class.  He’s one of those kids that you 
can joke around with and he’ll joke back, 
but never in an inappropriate sense.  Also, 
I have him first period, and sometimes 
classes that early can be quiet and dull, 
since so many kids are only half awake at 
7:25a.m.  But Kirkland is always alert and 

ready to go, and he’s one of those kids that 
can bring the class to life.  I’m glad to have 
him in class this year!”

To go along with his interest in baseball 
and his dedication to school, Carruthers 
also has an interest in a specific career path 
when he’s out of high school. This is also 
very important to his family.

“I want to go into the Navy when I’m 
older,” he said. “It’s a family tradition for 

my mom’s side, and I want to keep it going. 
So far every male has been involved in a 
war somehow on my mom’s side.”

Campanaro said he could easily see 
Carruthers serving in the Navy someday. 

“Kirkland can joke around and have fun, 
but yet there is a serious side to him as well,” 
he said. “When he asks a question you can 
tell that he really wants the answer because 
he has an inquisitive side to him, too.  That 
he is thinking about a career in the Navy 
doesn’t surprise me, because I can see him 
as someone who wants to do something 
important with his life, and there’s not too 
many other things as important as protecting 
our freedom.   Also, he is always respectful 
and carries himself with a quiet confidence 

that I’ve seen in the other people I’ve met 
who have served in the military.  I could 
see Kirkland serving his country proudly in 
the U.S. Navy someday.”

A quality needed for the Navy is exactly 
what Carruthers has: his strong work ethic.

“Kirkland does a good job on his 
assignments for my class, and his work 
shows that he’s willing to do not only the 
work that is required, but to also go beyond 

the “basics” to provide a more in-
depth answer,” Mr. Campanaro said. 
“I think Kirkland has a genuine 
interest in history, and his work 
reflects that.”

Carruthers is also interested in 
another possible career choice when 
he’s older.

 “I’m taking interactive media 
all four years because I enjoy 
using computers,” he said. “If   the 

opportunity presents itself later in the future 
I will consider that as a career.”

Interactive Media teacher Mr. Gary  
Bodenschatz said interactive media could 
be a great career for Carruthers.

“If Kirkland is really interested in 
interactive media, it would be an excellent 
career path for him,” he said. “Most people 
agree you should love what you do. If he 
loves graphic design,  it will be natural for 
him to develop the skill needed for him to 
be successful.”

Mr. Bodenschatz said Carruthers 
personality is lively.

“Kirkland is talkative and lively,” he 
said. “He has a friendly personality and 
will happily mingle with anyone.”n
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Trends
Finally the snow has begun to blanket North Canton and it is time to break out the winter coats and mittens. 

Winter is by far one of my favorite seasons because of all the accessories you get to wear. From scarves to 
hats and boots galore, its a season where you can dress cozy and still feel cute. Although its taken a while 

for Ohio to realize that the seasons have once again changed, hopefully you haven’t forgotten how to dress to 
keep out the frigid cold. While the snow is falling and the gusting winds are blowing us all away,  remember to 
button up, wear snow boots, and stay as warm as you can in this freezer box of a school. - Kelsea Daniluk

Love Hate
My absolute favorite thing about winter is hats and scarves. 

They are not just for girls though. Many guys think wearing knit 
winter accessories will decrease their masculinity. In my opinion, 
having enough confidence to show off your style is more mascu-
line than wearing an unoriginal hoodie and jeans combo.

On the other hand, ladies, there is nothing wrong with show-
ing a touch of your tough side. Girls who aren’t afraid to aban-
don their girly pink dresses for a little leather instantly earn my 
respect. I suggest leaving the leather pants in your mom’s closet 
and going for a stylish tough-girl look with a fitted leather jacket 
or a pair of comfortable leather boots that will also keep your toes 
warm, so you don’t have to rough it in cold Ohio snow.

Speaking of retaining body heat without looking like an awk-
ward bundle of puffy layers, a great way to do so is by slipping 
on tights under a cute and cozy sweater dress. Tights can hide 
your white winter legs and reinvent your favorite dress. They 
even allow you to appropriately wear your sundress without look-
ing like an ice cube. The most ideal reason to wear tights? There 
are a multitude of colors and patterns sold in almost every store, 
making it a breeze to find the style that perfectly suits you. If the 
tights still are not warm enough, top off the outfit with a cardigan. 
They’re cute, cozy and you can probably find one to match your 
new tights. 

Unfortunately, there are a plethora of ludicrous winter fash-
ions walking around our halls. The worst of those is short skirts 
with Ugg boots. Shorts and miniskirts paired with bare legs are a 
recipe for disaster in 15 degree weather. Second, why would you 
pair fuzzy boots that are clearly designed for wearing in the snow 
with a miniskirt? Are you seasonally confused? 

Surprisingly, footwear that is even more disgusting than Uggs 
exists. Boots that are covered in tangled fur have become popular 
as a result of Snooki from Jersey Shore, who wears the boots re-
sembling a dead animal everywhere. However, these are not okay 
to wear anywhere, anytime. It is baffling why someone would 
have the desire to look like Bigfoot stomping around. 

I am all for being warm in the winter but I draw the line at 
North Face jackets. They are not sweat shirts, people. I get that 
sometimes this school is often more like a walk in cooler than a 
school but do you need to wear a coat in school. North Face coats 
are for sledding and bracing the cold winter wind not for lounging 
around and walking through the halls at Hoover.

While I dislike all the unnecessary coats boys its time to hang 
up the shorts and pull out the jeans. While you cargo shorts may 
keep you memories of warm summer days alive I regret to inform 
you that it is blustery and cold outside. I promise your legs will 
thank you that they no longer have to brace the snow.
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Miami University 
n Miami was established in 1809 in Oxford, Ohio which makes 
it the 10th oldest public university in the country and the second 
oldest in Ohio. The only Ohio school older than Miami is Ohio 
University which was established four years earlier.
It has a rural setting, and the campus size is 2,000 acres.
n As of fall 2011, there are about 14,872 undergraduates and 
2,395 graduate students with a student-to- faculty ratio of 17:1. 
classes are also small to medium sized with 32 percent of its 
classes having fewer than 20 students.
n The graduation rate is consistently high at about 80 percent. 
Freshman retention rate is also high at almost 90 percent.
n ACT scores range between 24-29 and the average high school 
grade point average for Miami students was a 3.6.
n The acceptance rate is 76 percent, making the difficulty of 
getting accepted fairly average.
n The total cost for the 2010-2011 school year was $29,082 for 
in-state students and $43,872 for out of state students; however 
there are currently about 72 percent of students receiving 
financial aid. 
n The majority of the student body comes from Ohio, while only 
31 percent of students are out-of-state. 54 percent of students 
are women while 46 percent are men. The student body is also 
not very diverse with over 85 percent white students. 
n Miami’s NCAA Division I-A program offers 18 varsity sports for 
men and women and competes in the Mid-Atlantic Conference or 
MAC for every sport except ice hockey. Their main sports rival is 
Ohio University.
n There are currently over 100 majors offered.
n The Greek system is a large part of campus life, with about a 
third of the student body involved in fraternities and sororities.
n In the 2012 edition of U.S. News & World Report, Miami 
University was ranked 90th overall, 40th among U.S. public 
universities, 2nd among public universities in Ohio, and 3rd for 
best undergraduate teaching at national universities.

Compiled by Madeline Morrow 
Photo Courtesy of Miami University

Christopher Paolini’s ‘Eragon” 
is a captivating masterpiece 
that began an award-winning 

series that rivals the great sagas of 
our era. Eragon begins with a young, 
orphaned boy, Eragon. On a hunting 
trip, he encounters an anomaly of 
the strangest sort when a polished 
blue stone appears in the woods 

near his home. He thinks it’s a fortunate discovery for a poor farm 
boy; it may be valuable enough to buy his family enough meat to 
survive the winter. When the stone turns out to be a dragon egg, 
Eragon realizes he has staggered upon the legacy of the Dragon 
Riders, as ancient as the Empire. Overnight, he is thrown into a 
new, unthinkable world of amazing destiny, marvelous magic and 
treacherous command. With only an ancient sword and the advice 
of an old storyteller, Eragon and the rapidly growing, blue fledgling 
dragon named Saphira must navigate through the dangerous 
terrain and shady foes of an empire ruled by an evil. Eragon is 
faced with a legacy, the legacy of the renowned Dragon Riders, 
an extinct, peacekeeping assembly which, thanks to Eragon is on 
the verge or return. Eragon is an epic journey testing the test of 
family, friendship and determination. A must read for readers of 
all ages. Written By Laura Kingsley

Eragon
By: Christopher Paolini
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Just Married

Within the last one hundred years, the institute of mar-
riage has drastically changed; becoming something 
that not everyone sees eye to eye on. From those who 

marry at ages as young as seventeen, to those who stay married 
until the day they die, marriage takes on a very different mean-
ing for different ages and genders. 

According to a TimeMagazine.com article on marriage sta-
tistics, Tara Parker-Pope, a New York Times reporter, wrote 
that, “marital stability appears to be improving each decade,” 
although many think that with each passing year, the likeli-
hood that a marriage 
will last is steadily 
decreasing.

Although the sta-
bility of marriages 
may be improving, the 
divorce rates go rather 
up every year, the di-
vorce rate is just as 
rapidly increasing. The 
current divorce rate i s 
about 40 to 50 per-
cent, according to divorcerate.org. 

In accordance, heritage.org stated that, “Today, according 
to the Federal Reserve Board’s 1995 Survey of Consumer Fi-
nance, only 42 percent of children aged 14 to 18 live in a “first 
marriage” family--an intact two-parent married family. “ Over 
one million children’s parents divorce each year, leaving them 
to struggle through custody battles and torn-apart families.

“It should be no surprise to find that divorce is having such 
profound effects on society,” Patrick Fagan, a writer for heri-
tage.com, said.

According to DivorceMag.com, “There were approximately 
2,230,000 marriages in 2005 -- down from 2,279,000 the previ-
ous year.” So although the stability of marriages may be increas-

ing, how many couples are actually making the commitment to 
tie the knot in the first place may in fact be decreasing.

While the declining marriage rate may scare some couples 
away from the alter, other young couples are racing toward the 
church with their high school diplomas in their hands.

According to drphil.com, “59 percent of marriages for wom-
en under the age of 18 end in divorce within 15 years.” Not ex-
actly an encouraging statistic for high school sweethearts yearn-
ing to get hitched before their freshman year of college.

While age may be the determining factor for when or where 
some couples get 
hitched, a much more 
pressing issue deter-
mines the legality of 
a marriage between 
other couples.

A civil union is a 
legally recognized 
union, similar to mar-
riage. Over the last 
few decades, some 
states in the America 

have started allowing civil unions as an alternative to same-sex 
marriages. According to the National Conference of State Leg-
islature’s website, there are currently ten states in the United 
States that do not have a law against same-sex marriages. 

While some people believe that civil unions are a good way 
for gay couples to be “separate but equal,” as according to ncsl.
org, others believe that civil unions shed an unflattering light on 
their life style and choices. 

There are millions of couples throughout America, in North 
Canton and Hoover High school, in every stage of marriage; be 
it civil union, happy marriage, a young engagement or divorce.  
Here is a look at each of those situations and the way they affect 
the people involved. n

Has the sanctity of marriage changed?

Jenna Romell
Staff Writer

Within the last one hundred years, 
the institute of marriage has dras-

tically changed; becoming something 
that not everyone sees eye to eye on.

“

”
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Kelsea Daniluk
Staff Writer

An EArly PlEdgE

Turning 18 brings many new op-
portunities to the table. Voting, 
getting unlimited tattoos and 

piercings against your parents’ wishes, 
and testing your luck with lottery tickets 
are just a few of the exciting things legal 
adults can take advantage of. However, 
there is a more serious prospect of be-
ing an adult which some high school stu-
dents consider: marriage. 
Once a person reaches the age of 18 

they can officially be married without the 
permission of a legal guardian. According 
to the United Nation’s Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs the percent 
for men who marry between the ages of 
15 and 19 is 3.9 percent. In addition, the 
average marriage age for women in the 
U.S. is 23.8 years of age, 
though this age has been 
steadily increasing since 
the 1940s. This may 
seem normal but it is 
fairly low compared to 
the countries in Europe, 
in which the average 
marriage age for both 
men and women is 29. 
Dr. David D. Witt, 

professor at University 
of Akron’s School of 
Family and Consumer S c i e n c e s 
has noticed some of his own students 
entering into the commitment of 
marriage and falling in love at that age. 
He believes this is due to the fact that 
there are more partner choices outside of 
high school.
“I know the college students in my 

classes usually have already had a couple 
of serious relationships, and fewer are 
engaged than are seriously considering 
doing so,” he said. 
Witt attributes the desire to get married 

at a young age to teens’ first taste of 
love.
“Love is a powerful emotion at any 

age,” he said. There’s absolutely nothing 
wrong with being in love, but engagement 
and marriage just isn’t the only option.”
Senior at Northeastern High School, 

Molly Keener, got engaged at the age 
of 17, after being in a relationship with 
a close childhood friend for about 3 
months. Though the engagement has 
since come to an end, she agrees that 

the strength of love was the force which 
pushed her to say yes to the proposal, not 
her age.
“I really did think he was the one and 

that we were in love,” she said. “Age had 
nothing to do with it.”
Though Keener said that her age was 

not a major factor in her decision to get 
married, she is not opposed to being 
married and having the opportunity to 
experience such a significant aspect of 
adulthood at a young age.
“I liked the idea of being married and 

starting my life with him so soon,” 
Keener said. “I felt like I was truly ready 
to take on that experience.”
Dr. Witt says teenagers may like the 

idea of an early marriage at first but soon 
other factors begin to get in the way of 
that desire.
“One thing for any young person 

to consider  when thinking about 

engagement is whether or not engagement 
will constrict and inhibit their other 
choices in life,” he said. “Waiting to 
start the process allows more freedom to 
relocate, go to college somewhere other 
than near home.  It is just easier to live 
on one’s own during this time.”
Not only is waiting a personal 

preference, it is also a way to increase 
the chances of having a long lasting, 
successful marriage.
 “Studies show that age at first marriage 

is a good predictor of divorce,” Dr. Witt 
said. “For people, especially women, 
who married prior to the age of 22 – 23, 
the risk of divorce goes up for each year 
earlier than their 23rd birthday. That 
means, marrying at 18 or 19 carries a 
higher risk for divorce than marrying at 
age 21.   After age 23, there is no risk of 
divorce due only to age at marriage.”
Dr. Witt attributes this higher risk of 

divorce to several factors.
“This has a lot to do with the difficulty 

in completing educational aspirations 

and being part of a new marriage,” he 
said. “There are many stresses on young 
people – finishing high school, starting 
college, possibly having a child, and 
financially providing for a new family.”
Senior Linley Hipp, who has been in 

a fairly serious relationship for a little 
over a year, agrees that waiting to get 
married is a good idea in consideration 
to financial concerns.
“We have discussed getting married 

and we both agreed to wait,” she said. 
“We think it is best to wait until we have 
full time jobs and can afford to own a 
house and raise a family.”
Dr. Witt agrees that having a full time 

job is important when beginning a new 
marriage.
“Young couples will have less money 

to live on, have less education and lower 
paychecks,” he said. “They’ll tend to 

work longer hours, 
leaving less time to 
actually be together.   
A couple in their mid-
twenties will have 
more of all of that 
except for working 
shorter hours. They’ll 
have more time to 
spend in each other’s 
company, and they 
will be able to afford 
some luxuries.”

These are similar to the reasons Hipp 
and her boyfriend are willing to wait.
“I want to wait a good eight years,” 

Hipp said. “I want the chance to graduate 
from college so I can get a degree and 
have a solid job. Marriage would get in 
the way of that.”
Keener disagrees that an early marriage 

would hurt her success in the future. 
Instead, she feels the relationship would 
be helpful.
“I want to be married before I graduate 

from college,” she said. “I want to have 
someone there for me who I know will 
stick with me through all the stressful 
milestones.”
No matter what age one decides to 

dive into married life, Keener believes 
it is important to take on whatever you 
think you can handle, even if it may be 
frowned upon, as long as you think it is 
what is right.
“If others judge you, don’t listen to 

them,” she said. “Only you know what is 
best for you.” n

Love is a powerful emotion at any age,” 
he said. There’s absolutely nothing wrong 
with being in love, but engagement and 

marriage isn’t the only option.
- Dr. David D. Witt
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BrokEn Vows

While some couples are lucky 
enough to fulfill the fantasy of 
happily ever after, many are 

not. According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), an average 
3.3 divorces occur per every 1000 people 
in Ohio. In Nevada, this state has slightly 
more than doubled to 6.7 divorces per 1000 
people. While it could seem that the divorce 
rate is increasing, this is not actually true.

Dr. Denis Ward, a psychologist at 
Barbara Fordyce, said there are two 
different but important ways to consider 
divorce statistics.

“Across the board, the [divorce rate] 
doesn’t seem to be increasing, but in new 
marriages, they are increasing,” Ward said. 
“People married in earlier decades tended 
to be married longer.”

The increase in 
divorce is certainly not 
random or mysterious. 
sociology teacher Mr. 
Dave Reese, said there 
are plenty of factors 
leading to divorce.

“The biggie is not 
dating long enough, 
not knowing one 
another long enough 
and marrying purely 
for love,” Reese said. “[Other 
factors] may include the family of at least 
one partner has at least one divorce or if 
the family and friends disapprove of the 
marriage.”

Given the myriad factors in divorce, it 
can be hard to pin down just one cause for 
a specific case. Billy Luther, 2010 Hoover 
graduate and eldest son of divorced parents, 
said he believes there is one general, 
common cause in nearly all divorces.

“Obviously many couples split for many 
different reasons, but I think the main cause 
is a lack of communication,” Luther said. 
“There are also things like cheating and 
simply ‘falling out of love’ that have sort 
of been on the rise in the past few years. 
Another thing that may cause divorce is a 
marriage that starts too young, which is, in 
my opinion of course, another underlying 
cause in this day and age.”

Reese said getting married too young is 
probably the most common reason partners 
end up divorcing.

“The number one reason in my opinion 
is because the couple wasn’t acquainted 

long enough,” he said.
Luther said his parents had a hard time 

coming to a consensus on issues and he 
feels this is a big factor in divorce.

“I think [the divorce was inevitable] 
since they couldn’t agree on anything at 
all, which is basically a recipe for divorce,” 
he said.

Reese said not being able to agree on 
certain things, such as proper marital roles, 
can bring a swift end to a marriage.

“If a husband and wife have different 
opposing views on the roles of husband and 
wife, that will lead to divorce real soon,” 
he said.

Although the termination of a marriage is 
typically a painful, stressful experience for 
the couple going through it, divorce perhaps 
leaves the most impact on children.

Reese said it is always tough on kids.
“[Children] tend to see themselves as 

being responsible,” he said. “[The child 

might wonder] ‘if I got better grades…’ 
or ‘if I was lovable…’ In most cases, they 
feel responsible. That can be alleviated by 
parents spending time with the child and 
reminding them they love them.”

Luther said he remembers how he felt 
the day his parents announced their divorce 
along with many other small details about 
the event.

“I felt confused and sad at first,” he said. 
“I mean, I remember my parents arguing 
here and there, but never to the extent that 
it apparently went on behind closed doors. 
I still remember the day they told me, 
actually, and even what I was drinking: a 
YooHoo chocolate milk. I honestly think 
they gave me it because it was my favorite 
drink and it might keep me calm.”

According to Dr. Ward, kids might 
start to behave differently in response to 
divorce.

“They may act out,” he said. “They 
figure if their parents don’t care, why 
should they?”

While some kids may deal with it 
more subtly than others, Luther said his 

younger brother had a strong reaction to 
the divorce.

“My brother took it a lot harder than I 
did,” he said. “He tried to run out the door 
when they told him; my dad grabbed him 
and he wriggled away and jumped into the 
closet and actually lived there for about a 
month. That’s not an exaggeration either. 
He rarely came out. He had a small TV and 
slept in there.”

Reese said the saddest thing about 
divorce is its effect on children.

“What it can do to kids, especially if 
they feel responsible,” he said. “It takes 
their known universe and flips it upside 
down. It really gets nasty for kids when the 
parent blames the other parent in front of 
the child. The known informality of home 
is gone; it vanishes.”

Luther said his mom would occasionally 
blame his dad in front of him and brother.

“I think that my father has handled the 
divorce better than 
my mom, on the 
outside at least,” he 
said. “For years she 
would bash my dad 
in conversations 
with us, which 
obviously meant 
she had some sort 
of grudge.”

Ward also said 
the most unfortunate 

thing about divorce is what it does to kids.
“[Even when divorce is handled well], it 

diminishes the relationship between parent 
and child,” he said.

Reese said that divorce is ultimately a 
“relational” dilemma and even though it 
can be a matter of poor circumstances, it 
does not tend to be.

“I usually think the old phrase is true: 
‘it takes two to tango,” he said. “Typically, 
it’s a relational thing. It’s too easy for one 
parent [to blame the other]. Marriage is a 
symbiotic relationship. It’s reciprocal.”

In order to lessen the impact of divorce, 
Ward said kids should try to spend time 
with both their mom and dad. 

“Ideally, their ability to maintain their 
relationships with both parents could really 
help them,” he said. “20 percent of fathers 
reportedly abandon their children after 
divorce.”

Luther said his dad helped him cope.
“[My dad] helped me through the years, 

explaining things here and there, and 
keeping me out of it, which was for the 
better, until I got older,” he said. n

It takes their known universe and flips 
it upside down... The known informality 

of home is gone; it vanishes.
- Mr. Dave Reese
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A Civil Union

The Declaration of Independence 
grants citizens of the United States 
the unalienable rights of “Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
However, many homosexuals are not able 
to express some of the same freedoms such 
as the ability to be legally married.

Hoover graduate Dustin Urey feels that 
these laws are unfair.

“There are more states that allow people 
to marry their cousins than states that allow 
same sex marriage,” he said. “That’s just 
weird.”

Though some people think the idea of 
a civil union is wrong, GlenOak graduate 
Arica,* participant in a civil union, 
disagrees.

“[The idea] angers 
me to no end, to the 
point where I don’t 
like talking about it,” 
she said. “I love my 
wife just as much as 
any man could love 
her; regardless of 
what the state says, 
she will always be 
my wife.” 

Though gay marriage is not 
yet legal in the state of Ohio, many believe 
it should be. Hoover alumna, Alisha Wilson, 
is one of those people.

“For me, the idea that we would 
discourage anyone who wanted to have 
a committed, monogamous relationship 
with another person is absolutely horrible,” 
she said. “Whether that be a religious 
committment or not, I believe that anyone, 
whether it is two men, two women or a man 
and a woman, should have the same right to 
be happy and love another person.”  

Though there is a distinct difference 
between a marriage and a civil union, 
many homosexuals believe that civil 
unions are the first step to having each state 
recognize marriage among the homosexual 
community.

Urey is among those people.
“Maybe instead of marriage, the civil 

union should be made an equal standard,” 
he said. “I see the religious argument and 

can respect the fact that marriage is seen as 
a religious institution.”  

Megan*, civil union participant and 
Arica’s partner, however, disagrees with 
Ohio law.

“Marriage between two men or two 
women is the same as between a man 
and a woman,” she said. “If we throw out 
people’s religious beliefs, it comes down 
to homosexuals that are married still work,  
buy houses and cars and have kids. There is 
no difference.”

Arica could not agree more.
“It is unjust that I cannot wed my partner 

and get the same privledges as any other 
marriage,” she said. “Without these rights, 
I cannot plan my life savings so that if I 
pass before her, she could be taken care of. 
That is where this system does not work.”

Though many states in the country 
frown upon same sex marriage, some have 

made the decision to allow it. 
According to the National Conference 

of State Legislatures (NCSL) July 2011 
report, states such as New York, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Iowa, Connecticut, 
Massachusettes and Washington D.C. allow 
same sex marriage, while the rest will only 
go as far as to allow domestic partnership.

Many in the homosexual community 
find that that in itself is discrimination, 
including Urey.

“I think that we are discriminated against 
in a lot of ways,” he said. “These laws are 
just some of them.”   

Wilson agreed. 
“I think of it as, ‘if my siblings were gay, 

how would I feel?’ They have welcomed 
my husband into our family with open 
arms. I cannot imagine not embracing them 
for who they are, and welcoming whoever 
they choose to spend their life with,” she 
said. “For me, them being gay would not 
change the fact that they are the siblings 

I cannot imagine not embracing 
them for who they are...

- Alisha Wilson

“
”

that I cherish and love, and Ohio law goes 
against that.” 

Junior Jordan Dunne, however, is unsure 
of where he stands on discrimination.

“I feel like we are treated differently 
becuase we act differently and have 
different interests,” he said. “[However,] 
society as a whole is changing the way they 
look at homosexuals.”

Wilson disagreed.
“What the government is doing is like 

saying people are entitled to “life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness” unless you 
are gay,” she said. “The idea that we allow 
people to vote on the human rights of others 
astounds me.”

Because of the strict laws surrounding 
marriages, many homosexuals have trouble 
telling the world who they are. 

“Coming out to my friends was a huge 
process. I began planning it two months 

in advance, around the 
past black Friday was 
when it all began,” Urey 
said. “It was a process of 
building up confidence 
and getting ready to 
explain how I believed 
I [was] gay. Then one 
night I said, ‘Okay...lets 
do this,’ and I made the 

video [in which I came 
out.]”

Megan said she also struggled with 
telling her family.

“My best friends knew before I ever 
had to tell them, so that part was easy,” 
she said. “It was not as easy coming out to 
my family. The majority of my family are 
Christians who were brought up believing 
homosexuality is wrong.” 

Though there are political and personal 
struggles, those who participate in civil 
unions often treat the experience no 
different than a wedding.

“My ceremony was a wedding to all my 
friends and family,” Megan said. “I wore 
a dress and [Arica] wore a tux. We had 
flower girls, ring bearers, bridesmaids and 
our dads walked us down the aisle. When 
it was over, we had our reception and our 
first dance and father-daughter dances. It 
was just like a wedding between a man and 
a woman, because we are no different.” n
*Last names have been excluded to protect identities.
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HAppily EvEr AftEr

They stood on the alter in white 
gowns and black tuxedos, sur-
rounded by family and friends, and 

made a vow...each other forever.  Through 
ups and downs, sickness and heath, these 
couples have been together, and plan to re-
main together for all the days of their lives, 
until death do they part.
Marriage to some means a life of unwanted 

commitment, as if attached to a ball and 
chain with no escape. But to others, this 
promise is sacred, the ultimate profession 
of love.
Dr. Robert Roden has been married for 

44 years and still remembers the details of 
how he first met his wife.
“[We were] at a freshman dance in high 

school,” he said. “She had 
a white dress with a polka 
dot sash. Her hair was in a 
ponytail.”
From then on they were 

together and eight years 
later, married.
“One of our issues was 

to make sure we had 
graduated college before we were 
married,” he said. “We had a traditional 
wedding for the time: married at 11 a.m., 
lunch for close friends and relatives in the 
afternoon, and an evening reception.”
They had children right away.
“Our first child was born a year after 

our wedding,” Roden said. “Four others 
followed close behind. Now we have 16 
grandchildren.”
 Although Roden described his marriage 

as a “true friendship,” he said struggles 
were inevitable with the commitment. 
“[It was hard] discovering how to listen 

and compromise,” he said. “Two shall 
become one’ is not just a phrase. Becoming 
a ‘team’ is a challenge—particularly when 
you are starting a family and trying to get 
ahead in a career. Both of us had to learn 
when to give and take.”
However, Roden explained faith brought 

them through their challenges.
“God joined us together—we both believe 

that,” he said. “He has been there in the 
good and tough times. God’s plan continues 

to direct our lives and those of our children 
and grandchildren.”
But throughout the 44 years, Roden said 

his favorite times are when he is with his 
family.
“Time spent with family is always best,” 

he said.
Senior Amy Roshak agreed, having nine 

siblings and parents who have been married 
for almost 26 years. 
“Having two parents in the house always 

supporting us and loving us unconditionally 
has played a major role in both my siblings 
and my ever-present happiness,” she said. 
Roshak said her parents’ faithful and 

lasting marriage has a large effect on her 
family’s lifestyle.
“All of us kids are very different and have 

our own unique interests, and it’s really 
their marriage that constantly reminds us 
of the importance of family togetherness,” 

she said. 
She said her parents’ marriage sets an 

example for what she would look for in a 
spouse.
“My parents’ marriage has shown me 

how important it is to marry someone with 
a similar set of values as you,” Roshak 
said. “It makes for a more supportive and 
less argumentative marriage. When both 
parents have similar beliefs it also helps 
when raising children because both will 
agree on what values to instill in the kids.”
Family and consumer sciences teacher 

Mrs. Kelleen Davis, married for 18 years, 
agreed that happy and lasting marriages 
have a positive effect on the family.
“The marriage provides a loving, 

supportive environment for children to 
grow up in,” she said.
According to the Institute for American 

Values, the physical and mental health, 
economic well-being, and family 
relationships of both the couple and the 
children are better when the parents are in a 
lasting marriage

It is a fact that those married have healthier 
lives than those who are single or in an 
unwed relationship.
“Married people have longer life 

expectancies than do otherwise similar 
singles,” according to the institute. 
Unfortunately, the likelihood of lasting 

marriages is on the decline. Davis said this 
is due to couples’ trouble with the binding 
promise, as well as the accessibility of an 
escape.
“It’s too easy to get married and 

divorced,” she said. “People just aren’t as 
committed.”
National Marriage Week USA, a campaign 

dedicated to encouraging couples to find 
ways to strengthen their marriage, agreed.
“Deep down, everyone wishes they could 

have a rewarding lifelong commitment with 
their spouse,” according to the campaign. 
“But in the midst of challenges, we forget 

how marriage can 
benefit our personal 
lives. We are losing our 
determination and the 
skills to keep marriages 
healthy and strong.”
The campaign 

suggests people host 
events, start a marriage 

class or home group or publicize 
National Marriage Week (February 7-14) to 
promote change in weakening marriages, 
because the hardships are not only on the 
couple, but all of America.
“Divorce and unwed childbearing cost 

the U.S. taxpayers a whopping $112 billion 
annually,” according to the campaign. “In 
these economic challenging times, building 
stronger marriages helps build a stronger 
nation.”
Both Davis and Roden offer their own 

advice to avoid the depressing statistics.
“Don’t get caught up in the hype of the 

wedding,” Davis said. “Make sure you truly 
know each other before you get married, 
and know your strengths and weaknesses 
as a couple.”

“Do not take [marriage] lightly and do 
whatever you have to do to make it work,” 
Roden said. “Don’t give up or take the easy 
way out. Your spouse needs and deserves 
love and support. Remind yourself daily 
that family comes first. When all else fails, 
pray.” n

Deep down, everyone wishes they 
could have a rewarding lifelong 

commitment with their spouse.
- National Marriage Week USA
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Our Mission:
“We strive to provide our honest opinions while representing 
all sides, and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions”

Wait for the right one
Marriage used to be sacred. 
Today, the institution of marriage has become less of an actual 

commitment and more of a rolling joke. It seems that more and 
more couples are encountering relation troubles, and more often 
than not, the marriage thusly ends in divorce.

However, we at The Viking Views advise you to take your time 
and ignore the demands of a fast-paced society. Pop culture has 
glamorized the practice of instant gratification, but it does not 
reveal the negative effects that come along with these choices. 
When you end a relationship as strong as marriage should be, you 
not only affect yourself but those around you as well.

Children never learn the value of a supportive family; therefore, 
they grow up in broken homes and/or on the streets. Don’t ever 
let this happen to your children or family. Instill the virtues of 
faithfulness, kindness and love in your spouse and your children. 
Do not conform to the media. It may seem glamorous, but anyone 
who has tried it out knows there are many repercussions.

When you say, “I do,” you’re not making a schoolyard promise. 
You are committing to stick it out through thick and thin, through 
good times and bad, through sickness and health. You will find 
the right one. Just give it time. The union you share with your 
significant other is something special and fantastic. Cherish it 
and never throw it away. Enjoy the little things in life, and the big 
problems will eventually fade away.

Help her fight
Here at The Viking Views, we support Kaitlyn Koonce and her 

fight against cancer. We know it is a tough time for her and are 
inspired by her strength and determination. 

We hope that others at Hoover are inspired by her story and 
try to help her in her fight. Many donated money to her cause 
by buying the green wristbands sold in the cafeteria, but money 
is not the only answer. Show your support for her through let-
ters, Facebook messages or visits, you can imagine how boring it 
is being home from school everyday. If you don’t know her well, 
get training for the Canton marathon this summer. Join a team 
running for the cure to non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, the cancer af-
fecting Kaitlyn.

We believe Kaitlyn would be appreciative and others will be 
inspired by your actions. 

Many people inside our school need help — diseases, deaths, 
accidents, grief or stress; the teenage life can be hectic and         
challenging. As a school, we need to comfort each other in times 
of need and relate to their problems. You never know when you 
will be needing the help back. 

This year has obviously been a struggle at Hoover. Pull                   
together and support your fellow students in need. Hoover has 
always been great about donating to charities and doing services 

outside of school. It’s time to bring it in. 

Censor yourself
It has become an increasingly simple task to share your life 

story with the world thanks to Twitter, Facebook, Tumblr and 
whatever other social networking site satisfies your craving for 
some good old communication. However, you may want to limit 
the things you share with your peers because they are not the 
only ones who have access to your profile.

It may be fun to share your thoughts and photos with others 
but it can be very dangerous. Everyone knows that prowlers often 
disguise themselves to prey on unsuspecting social networkers, 
but that is not the only hazard to be aware of. Employers and 
even college recruiters often times utilize Facebook to see the 
type of person you are once the school rules and social norms are 
lifted. If a person looking to hire or accept you into a prestigious 
university sees photos of you drinking at a party at the age of 16 
or disrespecting others to the point that it may be cyber bullying, 
you can kiss your successful future goodbye. And yes, even people 
you are not Facebook friends with can access your profile. Anyone 
can look at anything you have posted, including things from years 
ago.

We at The Viking Views wholeheartedly support putting the real 
you out there and being an individual. We think self expression is 
crucial to a happy lifestyle but that does not mean you should 
be irresponsible while doing so. Next time you post a picture or 
status, take a minute to think about the effect it may have on your 
future and the opinions others have of you.
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“A Christian, so we are the same religion. Humor because I have 
always liked someone who knows how to have fun. A kind heart. 
Respect, he has to have respect for himself, me and others.”
— Klarissa Calhoun, 12 

“Someone, that when I see 
them, there is a spark. I like 
them no matter what. I imagine 
growing old with them.”
— Jeremy Busto, 11

“Someone I can trust and feel completely comfortable around and 
be myself around. And someone who can keep me laughing.”
— Danielle Smyers, 10

“I would want my spouse to be an honest, caring and interesting 
person. When someone is being honest with you, there is a good 
base for a relationship. An interesting person that is more unique 
than the average spouse, which I believe is a good trait to hold.”
— Jake Garfield, 10 

“Someone who I really click with. 
Someone that has a great sense of 
humor, and would love me for me. 
Someone that I could share the 
most meaningful experiences of my 
life with.”
— Mike Meffie, 12

“Someone who can listen and be honest. I think it is important 
to be able to communicate with your spouse and be honest with 
them all of the time about everything.”
— Maria Ganios, 10

What features will you 
look for in a spouse?

“I’d be part of the task 
force trying to make it 
not end, instead of roll-
ing over and dying.”
— Robbie Cameron, 
12

“I would go steal 
a rhino and ride 
it around the 
streets.”
— Jeff Porter, 11

“Well the 
world isn’t 
going to end, 
so…”
— Eric Yoder, 
12

“I want to meet Hugh 
Hefner and learn the 
secrets of his ways.”
— Cody Mihawk, 11

what would you want to do?
If the world were to end in 2012,

Views
Student

 “Save a life.”
—Abbey Lehmier, 10
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When I was 14 years old, I had sui-
cidal thoughts. I had hit a level 
of low I’d never thought I would 

hit. Depression seemed to follow me every-
where I went. I felt as if my friends hated 
me and my teachers didn’t care to listen to 
my thoughts. At the time, my parents were 
too absorbed in getting a divorce, my sister 
was off in college and being engaged, and 
my brother usually stayed with my dad. I 
felt alone. There was no one left to talk to, 
or so it seemed that there was no one left 

to talk to.  No one knew that I was on the verge of suicide my 
freshman year. I felt if I were to tell 
someone, I would just waste their 
time by complaining about how 
depressed I was, or how horrible 
my life was. My views were, “Why 
would anyone care?” I was lost my 
freshman year. 

It wasn’t until the second to last 
day of school that I let my feelings 
out for the first time to someone. I 
had written a three-page letter, pouring out all my emotions, my 
fears, my intentions, any and every reason that would lead me to 
suicide. I put the pages in an envelope and gave it to my teacher 
after taking her exam. I felt bad for giving it to her because she 
had no idea what she was about to read.  

During my next exam of that day, the classroom phone rang. 
When the teacher had hung up, he told me that the teacher I had 
given my letter to had wanted to see me immediately after my 
exam. So, I finished my exam, left early and went to that teacher’s 
room. 

As I entered her room, I could see the letter opened up on 
her desk. She told me to take a seat at one of the desks. When 
she came and sat next to me, she explained the importance of 
how she would have to share this letter with the guidance office. 
I completely understood, I just wanted this teacher to know first. 
I have no explanation as to why, I just felt as if it were right to tell 
her. 

Then she went on to tell me a story of an event that happened 

in her life. She told me of how she had lost her father when she 
was young, and how her mother also died when she was in her 
early twenties. Yet, she was able to push through every single 
day without looking as if anything of that sort had happened in 
her life. Her story, although in much greater detail, much more 
personal and very influencing, had a deep impact on me and my 
views on how my life should be.  

I suppose you could say that I have found peace within myself. 
It has been two years since I have had any serious, depressing 
thoughts. Writing that letter, being able to have someone who has 
been in a similar situation as me and can understand why I had 
those feelings. It has been two years, yet that experience fresh-
man year is forever imprinted in my mind. I can never forget how 
that teacher saved me my freshman year. I can never thank her 
enough, and I feel right in letting her know that she has had such 
an influence on my life.

As for you, student of Hoover, never let anything keep you 
from letting your emotions out. 
You are not alone. There are 
so many people out there who 
have been in the same inci-
dents, have had the same emo-
tions, the same thoughts. The 
best way to get rid of them is 
to express them through what 
your passion is. There are so 
many different ways to express 

emotions. Whether it is listening to music, reading your favorite 
book or even talking it out with a friend. I found my passion, and 
through it, I was able to let my emotions out. 

See, I love writing, and ever since I wrote that letter, I haven’t 
had a suicidal thought since. I know it may sound corny to say that 
writing a simple letter saved me, but it did. It let me tell my true 
feelings. It let me spill everything out without worrying about the 
response I would get from it.  Who would have ever guessed that 
three, 8x 11 inch papers could help me realize that life is so much 
more precious?

Promise me, promise yourself to please not be scared to share 
your feelings. If you just let them out, you will realize that there 
are so many people out there that are willing to love you and who 
will support you through all your difficulties in life. Do not hide 
yourself away from the world. You just have to find that person 
you are comfortable sharing your worries with. They may in fact 
save you someday. At least the teacher I shared my emotions with 
saved me. 

The Maddie Hatter
Madeline Tauscher
Saving Grace

“...writing a simple

letter
saved me...”

Dear Editors...
Hello, my name is Jose Ruiz and I go to the Metropolitan Learning Center in Bloomfield, Connecticut. Here 

in our school we are beginning to initialize a newspaper as well. We are looking for suggestions of the proccess 
of one issue and all the positions that you have. What things worked and what things haven’t? How does the 
printing work? Please get back to me to see what can happen with our newspaper. Thank you and I really like 
your work in the newspaper and I really like the design.

Sincerely, 
Jose Ruiz
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An issue that’s been attracting atten-

tion across the board is that of mar-
riage, domestic partnerships and 

civil unions between same sex couples. 
Disputes and parades in both support and 
protest have been held worldwide each 
side with very vehemently held points. Tra-
ditionally throughout the majority of his-
tory, the only type of partnership that has 
been legally recognized was that between 
a man and a woman. Marriage is a social 

institution. A married couple receives a multitude of privileges. 
One key component of marriage is 
that of finances, and legality. Most 
countries offer specific tax breaks to 
married couples, as well as unique 
recognition as dependents in welfare 
systems. 

Recognition of marriage from a 
legal stand point ensures next-of-kin 
rights to one spouse if another spouse is severely injured or dies. 
Marriage is also a way to establish property rights. 

Abroad, the right to marry a person of the same sex is guar-
anteed to people of ten countries. According to CBS News, the 
first same-sex marriages took place in the Netherlands on April 1, 
2001. The countries that followed were Belgium, Spain, Canada, 
South Africa, Norway, Sweden, Portugal, Iceland and Argentina.

In addition, married couples share parenting rights of any chil-
dren adopted by either parents, or children which are born to 
both parents in the event of an emergency or divorce. Marriage 
has important social aspects. It is a public way to recognize a cou-
ple’s commitment to one another. Marriage signifies acceptance 
from society as an official family unit. They begin their journey 
into the world, together. 

Preventing gay couples from marrying is as a way of isolating 
gay couples from mainstreaming their lifestyle. Societal harm 
is often cited as a primary reason to abandon the pursuit of a 
gay marriage amendment. However, no harm has come to the 
six states that have ratified in favor of gay marriage. According 
to freedomtomarry.org, there are three states that pledge non-
discrimination against marriages between same-sex couples from 

other states.
To me, gay marriage isn’t any different from a regular, run-of 

the-mill marriage. I mean, yes their sex life may be different from 
my own. But why exactly is their sex life any of our business? Ex-
actly; it isn’t. If you don’t like something, don’t participate in it. 
That is the beauty of living in the land of the free. The rights that 
are given to Americans as citizens are immense and ever chang-
ing, ever expanding. But be careful not to run away with those 
rights. Keep in mind that your rights end where another person’s 
begins. Marriage should be a right that each person has to decide 
for him or herself. Marriage is a private right that no one should 
be able to infringe upon. The rights given to us have a boundary, 
one that is is well and truly beyond crossed when states are is-
suing amendments to their constitutions that prohibit same sex 
marriage. In America, there are  30 states which have done so.

Your religion may prohibit homo-
sexuality; your family may look down 
sternly upon the first whisper of it. An 
entire community may even shun you 
in your entirety for even  mentioning 

idea of gay marriage being accept-
able. The bottom line is marriage in 
itself, the commitment, the kids and 

the house with the white picket fence is a part of the American 
dream. A dream ensured by the rights given to each citizen; even 
prisoners can get married. If the scumbags of society are able to 
marry the person that he or she loves, but a couple that is com-
mitted to each other in every sense of the word may not marry 
simply because they are of the same sex, what is the American 
dream worth? A great majority of people seem strictly opposed 
to same sex marriage, and for whatever reason held, it’s a reason 
backed by politicians and the power of laws. 

What would your life be like if you were not allowed to commit 
yourself to the person that you love? Would it be alright if a group 
of politicians who do not know anything about you decided that 
the core of your lifestyle was wrong?

I feel that it is not my place to tell two consenting adults that 
they may not choose to commit themselves to a lifetime of happi-
ness, or a fragment of a lifetime that may very well end in a bitter 
divorce. It’s not my place, it’s not your place and it certainly is not 
Uncle Sam’s place to decide how someone should peacefully live 
their life with the person that they are in love with. Remember 
when your parents told you that if you didn’t have anything nice 
to say, don’t say anything at all? It still applies to every one of us.

“...your rights end where

another
person’s begin.”

The Queen of Kings
Laura Kingsley
Happily Married

In Reply...
Dear Jose,

We thank you for your letter. We put in a lot of hard work, and it is nice to have someone from another school notice. To start an issue, each member of the staff 
contacts two or three club leaders to find out if there is any news-worthy information within the club.  Once we do that, as a group the staff sits down and comes up with 
about six story ideas for each section. We go through a few days of brainstorming before every issue. Once we’ve finished brainstorming and narrowed down the ideas 
for an indepth and the stories that will go into each section, we have a day where each staff member signs up for two to three stories that they would like to  write. 

Once stories are assigned to each staffer, we have about a one to two week period for them to get sources, conduct interviews and begin to write their story. They 
must turn in each submission by the deadline we give them at the beginning of the issue. Once stories are in, we have about three late nights per issue; nights where we 
choose designs, format stories and edit whatever has been written. After late nights, we burn everything onto a disk and give it to the company that prints our paper. A 
day later, our proof comes back and we make all the necessary last minute corrections before sending in the final copy. A week later, the paper is delivered to our school 
and the staff sorts the papers to be taken to each teacher and handed out the next day. Thank you so much for your interest in our newspaper, and we wish you nothing 
but the best with establishing your publication.

Sincerely,
The Editors

The Viking Views.opinion
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The corruption of cartoons

Cartoons affect our society in many 
ways. Whether it is our children, 
our minds or our attention span, 

television since the 1950s have influence 
don the actions and behaviors of society. 

According to education psychologist 
Jane Healy in a 2004 MSNBC article, the 
way in which television is designed to 
capture a child’s attention may in fact result 
in altering the brain chemistry. 

“It has to do with neurotransmitters in 
the catecholamine system — dopamine 
and norepinephrine,” she said in the 
article, adding “overstimulation from 
rapid scene changes and 
other programming tactics 
may throw off the balance 
of the body’s catecholamine 
system, which is responsible 
for carrying communications 
between nerves.”

In addition, sociology and psychology 
teacher Mr. Dave Reese said  children can 
be influenced by the power of the media.

“Albert Bandura did a study on television 
with young kids, and it showed they can’t 
relegate fantasy from reality,”  he said. 
“Children are indeed influenced by what 
they see on television.”

 For example, in many shows such as 
“South Park,” “Family Guy,” “Good Vibes” 
and “Beavis and Butthead,” crude jokes 
and strong language are used. Reese said 
cartoons can become progressively worse.

“Since the advent of the Simpsons, 
[cartoons] have displayed a dysfunctional 
family with a lazy jerk of a dad who taught 
his kids to do the same,” Reese said. “The 
envelope was pushed even further with 

“Family Guy.” It shows kids that it is 
acceptable to make fun of things that were 
once held sacred. Nothing’s off limits.” 

Many kids watch this and see the 
behaviors of the kids in these shows and 
model much of their own behaviors. They 
model their attitudes both towards peers 
and family members after these characters. 

Senior Shane Breckenridge agreed with 
the negative connotations of most cartoons 
as well.

“It influences children’s behavioral 
and choice making abilities,” he said. “It 
also shows how children perceive reality. 
Depending on the cartoon, it can be good or 
bad, but cartoons are mostly negative with 

today’s brand of humor.” 
Cartoons do have a different side to them 

as well. They really can shape children’s 
perception in a positive and almost carefree 
manner because in cartoons, there are 
no boundaries and the possibilities are 
limitless. 

Junior Joe Boughton agreed with this 
view as well. 

“I think cartoons help kids have a wider 
imagination and possibly makes their minds 
more creative,” he said.

Creativity can be a great thing.  
However, children are very observant of 
their surroundings and can be lost in a show 
and have it replace reality. This also has 
negative effects because researchers have 
studied that too much of this stimulation 
can cause a lifelong dependency. 

Jake Gratton
Staff Writer

Cartoons, other media may have negative effect on children

“Nothing’s off limits.”
-Mr. Dave Reese

According to a 
Sept. 2011 ABC 
news report, a 
study was recently 
conducted that 
revealed these 
effects of cartoons. 
The study concluded 
that even shows 
like SpongeBob 
S q u a r e p a n t s 
can affect the 
attention spans of 
preschoolers.

In this same 
article, Dr. David 

Rosenberg, chief 
of child psychology and psychiatry at 
Wayne State University, commented on 
the ground-breaking results of the study.

“This is something we have known 
for quite sometime, but this is elegant 

research that puts science behind what we 
think,” he said.

In contrast, the ABC news article 
pointed out the other side of the story. 
These findings were based on a limited 
demographic.

Representative for Nickelodeon Mr. 
David Bittler defended the show in the 
article.

“Having 60 non-diverse kids, who 
are not part of the show’s targeted demo, 
watch nine minutes of programming is 
questionable methodology,” he said. “It 
could not possibly provide the basis for any 
valid findings that parents could trust.”

Reese said in the end, it is best for 
parents to take charge of their children’s 
television viewing and help them discern 
reality from fantasy. n

ILLUSTRATIONS BY JAKE GRATTON
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Faith United 
Methodist Church

300 Ninth St NW
North Canton, OH 44720

330.499.6040
www.FaithUMChurch.org

Rev. Cara E. Stultz Costello
Rev. Steven G. Stultz Costello

Buy any sized pizza at 
regular menu price and 
receive the second of 
equal or lesser value for 

FREE!!!
Expires 2/13/12

Ermanno’s Legendary Pizza
3159 Whitewood St NW
330-494-3131
www.ermannospizza.com

  
 
 
 
 

3 0 %  o ff  a n y  o n e  i t e m  
N o t  v a l id  w it h  a n y  o t h e r  o f fe r s  

E x pir e s  1 1 -3 0 -2 0 1 1  
 

C a n t o n  C e n t r e   W e s t f ie ld  B e lde n  V i l la g e  
    3 3 0 -4 7 7 -3 3 7 7    3 3 0 -4 9 3 -3 8 5 0  
 

 
 

Offer expires 1-31-2012
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-Lauren Saltis-Emily Plaver

These Canadian boys are starting to win 
over American girls hearts slowly but 
surely as their songs reach the charts. Their 
new album, “Ever After,” has a punk-pop 
beat that leaves you itching to dance. The 
song “Haven’t Had Enough” has a catchy 
chorus and an addicting upbeat tune that 
will not leave your head for the rest of the 
day. “Toy Soldiers” is another lively song 
that keeps you tapping your foot. But there 
are some slower songs to listen to such as 
“Porcelain” and “Ever After” which have 
smooth harmonies and emotional lyrics 
that almost anyone can relate to. Overall 
the album may have a few similar songs, 
but are quality and extremely likable. If 
you’re into alternative music such as Fall 
Out Boy, then I highly suggest checking 
out this new and upcoming band.

Released on November 21st Rihanna’s 
album “Talk that Talk” hit the airwaves. 
This album was an instant hit. The album 
shows the edgy and sassiness of the famous 
R&B singer, Rihanna. The album features 
her feisty attitude towards men and life, 
“Cockiness” featuring Jay- Z embodies just 
that. Rihanna has every right to be cocky 
when it comes to this album, the new beats 
and catchy words make you want to dance 
and sing all night long. There’s even a new 
flair to Rihanna’s usual R&B tunes, she 
introduced dubstep and more Caribbean 
style to her music. Rihanna added a few 
heartfelt songs “Drunk on Love” and 
“Farewell”, every women can relate to 
these songs. Rihanna proved that her girl-
power music and sex appeal will always 
put her on top. 

The Black Keys. Yes, they have done it 
again. They have come out with yet another 
electrifying album. This Ohio-native, blues-
rock duo won three Grammys for their 
2010 soulful album, “Brothers.” The duo’s 
new album has made a turn toward a faster 
and more rock & roll style compared to the 
“Brothers” album. This confident and edgy 
rock album has managed to upstage their 
previous albums. The Spanish album title, 
“El Camino” translates to “The Road.” “The 
Road” symbolizes the duos’ journey in their 
music career and their slowly earned fame. 
This inventive team keeps surprising their 
fans with new and explosive sounds with 
their new album. Not only do The Black 
Keys provide us with some wonderful ear 
candy, they also give Ohio something to 
brag about.

32

THE BLACK KEYSRIHANNA
Talk That Talk

MARIANA’S TRENCH
Ever After

-Megan Sigler 

El Camino



As young children, the highlight of Christmas morning was to wake up, run down stairs and look under the Christmas tree to see all the 
gifts that Santa brought. In high spirits, presents were unwrapped in hopes that the gifts that were wished for were received. More often 
than not, every kid got what they wanted.  Yet, what would happen if Santa had forgotten a child?
“Arthur Christmas” follows Santa’s youngest son, Arthur (James McAvoy), as he tries to fit into the seriousness of delivering presents 
on Christmas day. All he ever wanted to do was try to help, but he always ends up 
making things worse.  In making things worse, Arthur often disrupts the cycle that his 
older brother, Steve (Hugh Laurie) has. As Steve tries his hardest to replace his father, 
Malcolm (Jim Broadbent), also known as the current Santa, things just keep getting 
worse. 
As the movie continues, all the presents are delivered on time and the post Christmas 
delivery cleanup begins. It is not until one undelivered gift is found that mayhem breaks 
loose. With only a few hours to get to where the gift needs to be, it becomes a race to 
see who can deliver the gift first. 
Through the innocence of Arthur, to the competitiveness of Steve and to the dullness 
of Malcolm, current Santa, “Arthur Christmas” is a great movie that is family fun and 
has some over-the-head humor. It certainly brings Christmas cheer, along with lots of 
laughter.
It is a movie that answers any young child’s question, “What would happen if Santa did 
miss a child?”

Arthur Christmas

The Viking Views.entertainment

-Madeline Tauscher
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Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
of Stark County, Ohio, Inc.

Joe L. Carpenter, DMD
Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

6653 Frank Ave. NW 
North Canton, Ohio 44720

       330. 498.9920 
Fax 330.498.9921

Additions n Basements nBaths 
Kitchens nDecks n Ext./Int. repairs

MARK L. MASON, O.D.
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY

907 Schneider St. SE
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 499-1494
FAX: (330) 499-3744

Order Anytime 24 hrs. 

Patricia’s Floral and Plant Shop

1405 Portage St. N.W. 
 North Canton, Ohio 44720

330.497.9680

Store Hours:
Monday-Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Order Anytime 24 hrs. www.patriciasfloral.com

Weekly Cash & Carry Specials
•

World-Wide Delivery

Owner, Jamie Prestier 

Winter Formal is coming up soon!
Don’t forget to order your flowers 

early!

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

4636 W. Tuscarawas St.
Canton, Ohio 44708

Timothy D. Blocher
D.V.M.

Joseph H. Keller III
D.V.M.

(330) 477-3491

Office consultations 
by appointment

Do you want to reach 
the teen market?

Advertise 
HERE 

2010-2011

Call 330.497.5620, X-489
and ask for Mara
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While playing 
competitive 
sports, have 

you ever had a kid on 
your team who was 
scary good? You know 
the type. It’s that kid 
who was freakishly 
talented, who couldn’t 
be stopped on the field 
of play. He or she was 

the one you wanted to play like. It 
was the type of athlete that had all the 
makings of a professional.

Now, take another quick moment to 
visualize yourself as an average NFL 
player. Place yourself as one of those 
nameless special team players. Well, 
the arena of professional sports is slightly 
different than what you may be used to, 
but there are still those athletes who are 
outrageously better than the rest. So, who’s 
good enough to stand out amongst the 
legions of talent in the NFL?

Quite simply, there are a few, but one 
man has stood out among the rest. His name 
is Aaron Rodgers. I have to give respect to 
Drew Brees as well, but Aaron has taken 
his game to the next level.

Let’s face it; he’s practically unstoppable 
at this point. I’ve never seen anything quite 
like it in the NFL, but maybe that’s because 
I’m only 18. Anyway, I can’t stress enough 
how good this guy is. Like I said at the 
beginning, he’s scary good. 

During their winning streak, the Packers 
looked like they werre unstoppable. Even 
though everyone laments how the defense 
may not be as good as it was last year, they 
could very easily win another Super Bowl 
this year, despite the fact that they dropped 
one in Kansas City. 

It actually may have been advantageous 
to lose a game during the regular season. 
Winning all those games in a row begins to 
stack the odds against you. 

But anyway, I did not sit down at the 
computer to simply write a fan letter 
to Aaron Rodgers and his unstoppable 
receiving core of Greg Jennings, James 
Jones and Jordie Nelson. No, I’d like to also 
talk about some of the other quarterbacks 
in the league. 

For instance, take one Tim Tebow. Why 
does everyone seem to think that he’s such 
a bad quarterback? He’s won games, right? 
Understandably,  he’s lost a few games too, 
but every young quarterback has ups and 
downs.

I, being a Browns enthusiast, am actually 
quite jealous of him and his Broncos. They 
made into the playoffs at least. I can’t even 
recall the last time the Browns made it in. I 
can respect a guy who has the ability to get 

his team to the playoffs. I won’t lie; seeing 
him beat the  Steelers was an immense joy.

However, it seems every sports analyst 
has said, at one point or another, he cannot 
be a quarterback in the National Football 
League. They claim he doesn’t have the 
necessary tools to play the position. But he 
can learn, can’t he?

Now, I’m  not a huge Tim Tebow fan, 
but  at  the same time, but after his playoff 
performance, I can now say that I am a firm 
believer in Tebow Time.  

That being said, here is the question 
I would like to pose. If you could have 
a choice between Tim Tebow and Cam 
Newton, who would you take? They’re 
both young quarterbacks, but their stat 
sheets look quite different this season (save 
for the run games). 

As of right now, Tim Tebow won his 
division and a playoff game after inheriting 

Kyle Orton’s terrible record. His record 
as a starter this season is great, and Cam 
Newton’s is… well, less than desirable. 
However, since week one, Cam Newton has 
been accumulating stats like it’s nobody’s 
business. 

He’s obviously not on the elite level, 
but he’s getting there from a sheer numbers 
perspective. Dwyane Wade even used his 
touchdown celebration during a Charlotte 
Bobcats game.

Everyone can agree on the fact 
that both these players have room to 
improve, but which quarterback would 
you build a franchise around? There 
are a lot of variables on the table, and I 
am torn between the two players.

It is a complex and involving issue, 
and I don’t claim to have the pedigree of an 
NFL analyst, but I can see that both of them 
have potential.

 In the end, I may choose Cam Newton, 
but that doesn’t mean Tim can’t be great as 
well. They’re two aspiring young players 
and should be treated as such.

However, no matter what you choose, 
the point still remains. Tebow is proving 
himself to be a legitimate quarterback in 
this league, and I think we can finally stop 
bashing him for not being what we expect 
an NFL quarterback to be. He’s winning 
games in his own style. And that is the only 
thing that matters (or so I was taught). 

At the end of the day, John Fox and Tim 
Tebow have basically inspired a seemingly 
bad team to be successful, and we shouldn’t 
be criticizing the man under center for 
that. It’s time for Tebow Transcendence 
America. n

“If you could have a choice between

Tim Tebow
and Cam Newton, who would you take?”

Yoos got nothin’ on me
Clint Yoos
Tebow Transcendence
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No boundaries. Limitless. These are a few ways to describe 
Le Parkour – the art of movement. From scaling walls to 
leaping buildings, this urban sport is a way to use obstacles 

to perform acrobatic acts. 
Rediscovered and more popular than ever, parkour, also known 

as freerunning, is a sport fueled by imagination, creativity and 
adrenaline. According to a 2007 edition of The New Yorker, the 
sport was developed by Frenchman David Belle in the early 1990s 
and is “navigating the world by leaps and bounds with no ob-
stacles. Parkour, a made-up word, cousin to the French parcours, 
which means ‘route,’ is a quasi commando system of leaps, vaults, 
rolls and landings designed to help a person avoid or surmount 
whatever lies in his path.” The thrill-seeking and breathtaking vid-
eos made their way worldwide through the Internet and coined a 
strong interest in many United States citizens – including fresh-
man Madi Fechheimer, who said she was introduced to the sport 
by her dad via YouTube. 

“When I was watching the videos I thought, ‘what if I could do 
that?’” she said. “It seems impossible until you actually try it.”

Like most sports, parkour requires practice in making fast-
paced, difficult movements appear fluent and elegant. But when 
she first started, she did not get the feeling she was expecting.

“You feel a little stupid,” Fechheimer said. “Normal people just 
don’t go out and jump on things.”

Topping her feeling of stupidity, there was another feeling that 
Fechheimer had when starting parkour.

“I had a fear of falling,” she said. 
Her first move was cartwheeling onto higher objects.
“It was simple,” she said. “But you had to think, ‘Could you get 

the momentum, will you land it?’”
In parkour, one begins with a “dead run” and then uses his or 

her body to navigate through, over and on top of various obstacles. 
According to Fechheimer, the objective of the sport is to flawlessly 
perform maneuvers to create one linked movement, so you can’t 
just think in the moment.

“Before you do a move, you have to see what steps you have to 
go through to do it,” she said. 

But the rewarding feeling of parkour makes the mental and 
physical strain worth it.

“Time doesn’t seem to matter when you are doing it,” she said.
To help her learn the moves of parkour, she found a friend to 

act as an instructor. After discussing her interest in parkour with 
Christian Jackson, sophomore at Wadsworth at a speech tourna-

ment, he said he would be willing to help her. 
“You can watch a video 1,000 times and still not get it,” Fech-

meimer said. “His encouragement and him saying ‘I was scared 
too, but you can do it’ helped me a lot.”

Jackson has been doing parkour for three years and said he was 
willing to help. 

“It means a lot that other people wanted to learn from me,” he 
said.

Jackson started in a very different way than Fechheimer, being 
caught in the action.

“After gym class I would do flips against the wall,” he said. 
“[Army recruiters] would come to our school and one time, when I 
thought no one was there, I did a flip and one of them saw me. He 
came over and told me about parkour.”

After, Jackson looked it up on the internet and has been hooked 
ever since. 

“I watched tutorials over and over and tried to learn it,” he said. 
“I would practice them at my local playground until I got them 
right.”

He said the same thing that was holding Fechheimer back was 
scaring him: fear of falling.

“The mental part is the biggest challenge,” he said. “You choose 
to fall, you fall. You fall because you are afraid.”

For Jackson, parkour is more than just a hobby, but something 
that helps his physical strength, agility, endurance and overall 
mental preparation. 

“Parkour is a freedom, a goal I set for myself,” he said. “A free-
dom to go wherever.” 

Fechheimer agreed. 
“It’s not just free running,” she said. “It’s using your mind to 

think about your next move, and when you land it, you’re on top 
of the world.”

Although there are some pre-defined movements in parkour, 
Jackson said moving on your “flow” is part of the sport. 

“[Parkour] is unique to yourself,” he said. “You have to over-
come yourself to move on to your own new moves.”

Fechheimer said the individual part of parkour has helped her 
outside of the sport and in her everyday life.

“I gained confidence,” she said. “It has helped me to be who I 
really am.”

Fechheimer and Jackson both agreed that this is something they 
want to continually do.

“As long as I have both my legs,” Jackson said. n

PARKOUR
stORy by lUcy AndRews & mARA nicKel n PhOtO by lUcy AndRews
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Who’s Hot?

Who’s not?
Who’s Hot?

Who’s not?Well, the weather outside has just begun to turn frightful, 
but fortunately, the sports indoors have been delightful. 
The boys and girls at Hoover have gotten their seasons 

underway. Let’s take a look at how they’re fairing.
The boys hockey team is off to a slow start, but their competi-

tion is top-notch. Their record is 2-5, but most of their losses came 
in match-ups against high quality opponents like St. Ignatius and 
Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy. Their last win came against 
Canfield 10-0.

After dropping a match to Hudson, the boys swimming team 
has taken their last five matches with ease. Most recently, they 
took down Firestone and McKinley. Additionally, the girls swim-
ming team has swam well against their competition, but they un-
fortunately lost two of their six matches. Currently, they boys and 
girls team will continue to improve as the season marches along. 

During winter break, the boys basketball team traveled to Flor-
ida for the Crown Jewel Classic. The boys set a team record while 
on the trip, and will look to improve their record (4-4) as they 
progress into the later parts of the season.

The girls basketball team has won their last four games after 
losing at Lake. They’ll look to improve their record against Fed-
eral League rival, Jackson, Jan. 12.

Lastly, the playoffs will be upon us soon. So, get out and cheer 
for Hoover athletics. The school is sponsoring dances after the bas-
ketball games, and there are many ways to show your spirit. Our 
athletes are working hard for the reputation and honor of Hoover 
high school. Make sure you, the fans, do the same. 

- Compiled by Clint Yoos

The girls bowling team fell short to Glenoak with a score of 2,409 to 2,326. Leading the way for the Vikings 
were sophomore Kaleigh Barth and freshman Lauren Barth. The boys bowling team beat Glenoak 2,850-
2,564. Top bowler was Jared Scott, bowling a 254.

Sports-In-Brief

Sports Updates

Girls Basketball has had a fiery start of a new season with their record of 3-1. They lost to Lake with a final 
score of  73-54 but won against Glenoak ending with a score of 83-49 on December 8th. Their next game is on 
December 20 against North Akron at home so come and support your Lady Vikes. 

Hockey

Girls Basketball

Bowling

Boys Basketball

-Kelsey Peare

-Kelsey Peare

-Megan Sigler

-Rebecca Junod
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Currently, the boys record sits at 4-4. The boys basketball team started off their season 
strong with an easy win over Lincoln West with a score of 72-42. Leading the team was 
Taylor Moore scoring 23 points. The Vikings then lost a tough game against Glenoak 49-
41. Domenic Iero and Taylor Moore scored 13 and 15 points. Most recently,  they traveled 
to Florida for the Crown Jewel Classic, and while there, the boys scored a record 15 threes 
in one game.  Dom Iero led the team, and the boys will look to improve their record in the 
coming weeks. The boys have key match-ups in the future against McKinley, Jackson, and 
GlenOak.

The hockey team’s current record is 2-5. They started off the season with a win to Canfield High 
with a score of 10-0. Their next game was a loss against Riverside with a score of 2-12. The next 
game was a victory over Nordonia with a score of 15-0. The following game was a loss against St. 
Ignatius with a score of 2-6. Their most recent game was a loss against Rocky River Club with a 
score of 3-4. Their next game is against Cleveland Heights on December 17 at Center Ice Sports 
Complex.
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Wrestlers, take your position. Whether they are going to do the move to the 
inside position for a hip lock or heading for wrist control, for senior Spencer 
Keeler, this is only part of what he can do in wrestling. Wrestling has been a 

part of life for Keeler since a young age.
“I have been wrestling for 12 years,” Keeler said. What originally got him into 

wrestling was his brother.
“My older brother always beat me up,” Keeler said. “I just wanted to fight back and 

that is what got me into wrestling.”
Although his brother influenced him to get into wrestling, his motivation to keep 

doing this sport would be the opportunity to go to states.
“I mainly wrestle to get to the state tournaments,” Keeler said.  
While states motivate Keeler, his teammates are motivated by his ambitions. Junior 

Jim Hammontree said he’s a great person to have on the team.
“He is hilarious sometimes,” Hammontree said. “He makes the locker room a lot of 

fun.” 
Despite all the pains that can be put upon wrestlers, for Keeler, his teammates help 

him get through.
“They [my team] help me get through the pain and agony when practicing and when 

in matches,” Keeler said. 
 

Many students look forward to hearing the last bell of the school day so they can go 
home and unwind before doing a little homework. However, sophomore Lauren 
Nist’s afternoons are not a time to relax. Instead, Nist goes straight to the YMCA 

for two and a half hours of swim practice.
“The hard practices are the worst part of swimming,” Nist said. “We practice two and a 

half hours in the water and a half hour doing circuit everyday.”
Nist began swimming in second grade.
“I took lessons when I was little and it just carried over to the Y,” she said.
Nist’s older sister, senior Sara Nist, also swims which is part of the reason Nist began the 

sport and has continued.
“She really motivates me,” Nist said. “She is at every meet to support me.”
Nist’s teammate, sophomore Sarah Evans, also offers support. She has been swimming 

alongside Nist for eight years and says that Nist is always there for everyone.
“She is very kind,” Evans said. “She is always supporting and cheering everyone on.”
Nist also works hard to take advice and correct her own weaknesses.
“She is always looking for a new way to improve or be a better person,” she said. “She 

is determined.”
Nist says that she works hard to meet her high goals.
“I want to go to states individually and have new personal bests,” Nist said.
Evans believes Nist will definitely meet these goals and will be a successful swimmer in 

the future. 
“She is the person who never gives up,” Evans said.

Story by: Madeline Tauscher n Photo by:Rebecca Junod



capturedsports

LA
U

RE
N

 S
A

LT
IS

M
A

D
ELIN

E TA
U

SCH
ER

STEPH
EN

  BO
W

ERSO
X

A
LI

 M
CN

EE
SE

(Clockwise from top right) nFreshman Alec Weber takes a spill in their game 
against Cleveland Heights. The Vikes lost 7-1. nJunior Jake Stortz prepares 
to pass the ball. Many Hoover students play Y-Ball. n Sophomore Nick Evans 
takes a shot in their home game against Lake. The boys lost 52-54. n Senior 
Sam Wakser stands ready for his match in the Holiday Tournament at Hoover 
High School. The Hoover wrestlers placed 3rd overall.
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