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editors
dear readers,

With the election season come and gone, the football team 
advancing to the playoffs and the fall season coming into full swing, 
the Viking Views is excited to bring you your local and worldly news 
every month. 

In this issue, you will find out about the special visit Mitt Romney 
made while on his campaign trail on pages six and seven; the history 
of the Viking Views on page 10; along with Hoover’s new teachers 
on pages 12 and 13. sydney Lautzenheiser  advances to the top 
for cross country running on page 34, while girls golf advanced to 
states on page 35. 

take time to enjoy our indepth as we discuss some of the most 
talked about conspiracy theories, including Area 51, the Kennedy 
assassination, the 9/11 terrorist attacks and what might be in 
december 2012.

remember to take a gander through features for what trends are 
currently hip, in students opinion, and take a chance to get to know 
a student better as you read the personality profile on page 15.

As always, check out the Cd, movie and book reviews on pages 
32 and 33. And remember to look up your peers’ opinions on pages 
26 and 27.

As we enter an upcoming holiday season, the Viking Views would 
like to wish everyone Happy Holidays, and to keep warm while 
winter time comes to ohio!
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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspa-

per produced 9 times a year to approximately 
1,900 students and staff, as well as members of 
the community. As student editors make content 
decisions independently of the school’s staff 
and administration, the paper is considered a 
forum for student opinion. It is therefore exempt 
from prior review or restraint in both principle 
and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and en-
couraged. Letters must be signed, but, upon 
request, they may be published anonymously 
at the discretion of the staff. The Viking Views 
reserves the right to edit letters for space and 
content in order to maintain the paper’s high 

standards against obscenity, libelous mate-
rial, and personal attacks. Letters that exhibit a 
blatant disregard for such standards will not be 
considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of 
a majority of the editorial board. No one indi-
vidual may be held responsible for the opinions 
expressed therein. Signed editorials and col-
umns reflect the opinion of the writer and not 
The Viking Views, adviser or school. The Viking 
Views takes all measures possible to make a 
clear distinction between fact and opinion in all 
news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views 
will print retractions as they are brought to the 
attention of the staff.          
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United States
The United States re-elected 
Barack Obama as president 
Nov. 6. President Obama    
received 303 electoral votes; 
270 are needed to win.  

East Coast, United States
Hurricane Sandy made landfall Oct. 29. 
The hurricane destroyed much of the 
Jersey Shore, New York City and parts 
of other eastern states. It left 8 million 
without power and took claimed than 110 
lives. 

Argentina
Argentina’s Congress passed a bill 
Oct. 31 to lower the voting age from 
18 to 16 and allow foreign-born non-
citizen residents to vote.

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Twenty-two people were killed 
and 111 were wounded as a result 
of a fuel tanker exploding in the       
nation’s capital Nov. 1. 
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Stow  
Seventeen-year-old Brogan Rafferty was 
convicted by a Summit County jury Oct. 
30 for his involvement in the Craigslist kill-
ings. He faces a maximum sentence of life 
in prison without the eligibility for parole. 

Abbott Electric, Inc.

Ameriprise Financial Advisors - Steve Landy

Ameripro Heating, Cooling and Basement 

Waterproofing

The Baxter Family

Bob Becker, DeHOFF Realtors

Drs. Charles E. Belles/Ted A. Rath, Optom-

etrists

Drs. Brandau and Unger, DDS LLC

Cain Chiropractic

L. Quinten Campbell II, DDS

Canton Women’s Center

Belmont Business Systems and The Crofford 

Family

The Deeds Family

Engine Co. #9/Owners Larry & Scott

Dave and Cindy Esber Family

GDK & Company

Gary L. Giammarco, DDS

Steve & Lisa Gregory 

Hometown Veterinary Services

Kisling, Nestico & Redick, LLC

Donald P. Kotnik, Attorney at Law

Kumon Math & Reading Center of North Can-

ton

Nabil Fahmy, M.D.

North Canton Veterinary Clinic

Ameriprise Financial Advisors- Steve Landy

The Livick Family 

Market North Veterinary Hospital

Ms. PAM (in memory of Charlotte McCarthy)

Rhonda F. Company, DDS; Andrea M. Com-

pany, DDS & Associates 

Pelini, Campbell, Williams & Traub

The Pelini Family

The Pete Family

Premier Bank & Trust

Tom and Tonya Preston and Family

Spoonhower Orthodontics

Maconachy-Stradley Insurance 

John, Elaine, Maria, Tim and Eleanor Stroia

St. Paul Lifeteen

Dr. Denise Testa, Audiologist/North Canton 

Medical Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Roger Vazquez

Dan West Interior Design

George T. Williams, DDS

Winkhart, Rambaucher and Griffin, LPA 

Attorneys at Law

Key Investment Services LLC-Peggy Yoos, 

Financial Advisor/Member FINRA/SIPC  Not 

FDIC Insured n No Bank Guarantee n May 

Lose Value n Insurance products and annui-

ties offered through KeyCorp Insurance Agen-

cy USA, Inc. ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT
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PATRON 
SUBSCRIBERS

Cleveland 
The Cleveland Cavaliers began their season 
with a win against the Washington Wizards at 
the Quicken Loans Arena Oct. 30.

Youngstown 
Former President Bill Clinton and 
current Vice President Joe Biden 
visited and spoke at the Cov-
elli Centre Oct. 29. Biden also 
spoke at the Community Center 
in Canton a few days before.
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hOPING TO SWING ThE VOTE
Romney, Ryan hold rally in North Canton
Madeline Tauscher
Staff Writer
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rom the secret service walking 
through the halls to the baseball field 
being overcome with bleachers and 

banners — it could only mean one thing: 
a 2012 presidential candidate had arrived 
in town. For the city of North Canton, that 
candidate was former Massachusetts Gov. 
Mitt Romney.   

On Oct. 26, Romney and his GOP 
running mate Paul Ryan held a rally at the 
Hoover High School baseball field. Many 
people from in and around North Canton 
attended the Republican campaign event. 
Whether attending in support, in protest or 
simply as a once-in-a-lifetime event, people 
traveled to witness the event. 

For Jackson resident Mike Camery, 

having the opportunity to support his choice 
for president locally was exciting. 

“I have the chance to see the next 
president,” he said. “What I look for in a 
president is trust, leadership and positive 
thinking, and Romney has all those key 
skills [for becoming president].”

John Burca of Columbus agreed.
“Mitt Romney has a lot of charisma 

and is very relatable,” he said. “He really 
knows how to run a business, which can 
really help him run the country.” 

Election season seems to hover over 
Ohio — and this year is no exception. 
According to an Oct. 11 article in The 
Washington Post entitled “Why Ohio is the 
most important state in the country,” the 
Buckeye State matters more than any other 
swing state in the nation.

“Simply put: With Ohio in his column, 
Romney has a very credible case to make 
that he can get to 270 electoral votes. 
Without it, the case becomes not impossible 
to make but close to implausible,” the 
article stated. “As Ohio goes, so goes the 
presidential race. Again.”

At the rally, Romney delivered his 
message to Stark County, in which he said 
he believes Americans are able to achieve 
virtually anything when they put their 
minds to it.

“It’s in America’s nature to live larger 
than us,” he said. “Learning, discovering 
and trust is all that makes us what we are.
Americans have clear eyes and clear hearts, 
and we remain the hope on Earth.”

During his speech, Romney addressed 
numerous points of what is now known as 



No, they are not.”
While Werstler said she is voting against 

the Republican Party this election, she 
always keeps her options open.

“I’m a flip-flopper,” she said. “I have 
more than just signs to show support for 
who I am voting for. [My opinion] changes 
depending on the candidate. I feel as if it 
is survival of the fittest during election 
[season].” 

With heated opinions, a 
close race and one very 
important swing state, 
Ohio teens also realize 
the impact of such 
an election. Hoover 
graduate Katie Essig 
said she is one of those 

people; however, she is concerned that too 
many teens are not.

“Teenagers are more about here and 
now,” she said. “I focus more on the future, 
and how we need to have a better turn 
around.”

Essig said the she is definitely supporting 
Romney in her first presidential election.

“I’m voting for him 100 percent,” she 
said. 

Teenagers who are under the age of 18, 
or are ineligible to vote, are still able to 
find ways to stay connected to the election 
— such as attending a campaign rally. 
Sophomore Alexandra Chimera may be 
unable to vote, but she said she is still able 
to find ways to express her opinions.

“You can talk to your parents about what 
you think on each subject and who should 
be elected,” she said.

Burca agreed and stressed the importance 
of the “college vote.”

“The younger [they are], the more useful 
they are because they are easily inspired,” 
he said. “[With] our age group, you inspire 
us, you can turn us [our vote] around 
quickly. This is what makes this election a 
major election.” n

the Romney Plan. In North Canton, where 
the loss of the Hoover Company is not the 
distant past, economy seemed to top the 
list.

“I have five major plans in which I have 
planned for our economy,” Romney said. 
“One was to advance the use of our energy 
resources, much like our use of coal [and] 
oil.”

In addition to natural resources, the 
GOP candidate explained his 
policies for trading with 
other nations without 
outsourcing American 
jobs. 

“Another part of 
my plan was to begin 
new trading with other 
nations,” Romney said. “Yet, if they try 
to take our jobs from us, then we will step 
back because I will not allow Americans to 
lose their jobs.”

In addition, Romney commented about 
education and small business reform to 
those in attendance — including many 
business owners, educators, parents and 
students. 

“I want to make schools better for kids, 
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parents and teachers and campaign for the 
benefit of smaller businesses,” he said.

North Canton Mayor, David Held, 
who according to an Oct. 24 article in The 
Repository had personally endorsed the 
Romney-Ryan ticket, said he invited the 
candidates to North Canton weeks ago.

“We lost 2,400 jobs here when the 
Hoover Co. closed,” Held said in the article. 
“Our No. 1 priority is bringing jobs to the 

city. We are trying to rebuild and recover 
and what we need is a president like Gov. 
Romney, who understands the needs of 
business.”

Camery said what made him want to vote 
for Romney was his take on economics. 

“The economy is the most important 
to me,” he said. “You can’t be afraid of 
anything without taxes, and Romney 
overcomes that fear.” 

However, not 
every person in 
attendance agreed 
with the statements 
made throughout the 
evening. For Allison 
Werstler, who was in 
attendance protesting 
the rally, the event 
had a very different 
message. 

“People’s ideas 
are not what they 
seem,” she said. “Are 
they [the Republican 
Party] really giving 
to the community the 
support that it needs? 

“It is in America’s nature 

to live larger than us.”
—Mitt Romney
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Maddie Light 
Staff Writer

Whether it was broadcasting for 
WHBC, being the Master of 
Ceremonies for The Football 

Hall Of Fame, interviewing athletes from 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, the Indians, The 
Ohio State University or the 
Browns, Mr. Jim “JJ” John-
son, was the voice for sports 
in the Canton area.

Jim Johnson, who passed 
away Oct. 10, leaves behind 
a legacy beyond the airwaves 
on which he broadcasted. 

In 43 years of balancing life between 
raising a family and contributing time to 
interviewing famous athletes, Jim Johnson 
never lost track of what was important, ac-
cording to his son and English teacher Mr. 
Mike Johnson.

Johnson added certain family events 
took precedence over everything else.  

“We were always going to eat Sunday 
dinner as a family no matter what,” he said.  
“Friday night was typically a pizza night 
with the family after Dad returned from 
broadcasting a game.  Because they were 
family events, we made it a point to always 
do them.”

Growing up the son of a broadcaster, 
Johnson said he loved his father’s job and 
the exciting experiences.  

“Once I was able to rebound for Michael 
Jordan and I was always allowed to go into 
locker rooms after games to see my father 
interview players,” he said.

Although there were so many oppor-
tunities for his father to further his career 
outside of the area, Johnson said his father 
chose to stay local for his family. 

“What his family wanted was more im-
portant than money,” he said.

Ms. Michelle Huth, Jim Johnson’s 
daughter, agreed. 

“Sports weren’t just his job,” she said. 
“If he wasn’t at work, he was watching a 
game.”

Huth said on Sundays, she would go out 

a lasting legacy

Devoted to his family and passionate about high school sports,     
former WHBC sports announcer Jim “JJ” Johnson was a local icon. 
From broadcasting games to serving as master of ceremonies at 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame enshrinement ceremonies, Mr. Jim 
Johnson leaves behind  

shopping with her mom and leave the boys 
to the television. Being the children of a lo-
cal broadcaster was the life for the family.  

“To us it was no big deal,” she said. “A 
couple of times his job benefited me, like 
when the radio station was able to get me 
Richard Marx concert tickets.” 

 Mr. Sam Bourquin, friend and co-
worker on the radio with Jim Johnson for 
25 years, said he told him to always do his 
best.

“[Jim Johnson always said] at some 
point, the best you gave will 
come back to you,” Bourquin 
said. “[He was] a teacher of 
business and life.” 

According to his children, 
Jim Johnson told them to 
always hold their heads up 
high.

“He always encouraged 
me to do my best, but didn’t 
insist on being perfect,” Huth 
said. 

Jim Johnson leaves be-
hind a legacy of respecting 
everybody, giving one’s best 
and having a good attitude; 
however, he was never one 
to brag of his accomplish-
ments.

 “[He was] pretty humble,” 
Johnson said. “If mom would 
put up an award he would just 
tell her to take it down. With 
all the congratulations and 
recognition, “he’d respond, 
‘Just work, thank you.’”   

Bourquin said Jim John-
son had such a strong pas-
sion for high school sports; 
he loved that the kids played 

because they loved it, unlike some of the 
professionals who did it for the money.

“[Jim] Johnson believed that kids in 
high school did it for the game,” he said. 
“They always try their hardest.” 

Johnson said his father always told him 
there are two things a person can control.

 “One [being] the 
attitude you bring to 
whatever you’re doing, 
and two is the effort you 
put into it,” he said.

Huth agreed with her 
brother in saying her fa-

ther always kept a positive attitude toward 
life.

“[Dad always said] not to be judgement-
al and not to take yourself too seriously,” 
she said. “Believe in what you do.” n

“[Jim Johnson always said] at some point, 
the best you gave will come back to you. 
[He was] a teacher of business and life.” 

—Sam Bourquin
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MARK L. MASON, O.D.
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY

907 Schneider St. SE
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 499-1494
FAX: (330) 499-3744

Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
of Stark County, Ohio, Inc.

Joe L. Carpenter, DMD
Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

6653 Frank Ave. NW 
North Canton, Ohio 44720

       330. 498.9920 
Fax 330.498.9921

1316B S Main Street 
North Canton, OH 44720-4244
Business: 330-494-2266
Cell: 330-347-3424

alex@insurewithalex.com
The Viking Views
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Tyler Bradley
Staff Writer

WOOL JACKETS
IN STOCK

SONIC

$10 off with 
this coupon

Offer expires
12-15-12

STITCHING

From presidential elections to 
homecoming dances, The Viking 
Views has provided news to the 

high school and North Canton community 
for 63 years. In that time, it evolved 
from newspaper to newsmagazine, from 
typesetting to digital, from black and white 
to color. 

Mr. James Holl is a former Viking Views 
staff member who joined during the 1948-
49 school year. 

“In 1949, we covered the elections of 
congressmen, the girls basketball team 
[going] to states and another big election, 
[Harry] Truman vs. Thomas Dewey,” 
he said, adding the reason the election 
warranted so much coverage was because 
of the most people believing Dewey would 
carry the election. 

From its first issue, Holl said The Viking 
Views truly represented the community.

“The paper had a close connection to the 
town because we would mainly report on 
local news,” he said. 

Although the publication’s name 
has never changed, almost everything 
else has evolved with the passing years. 
Unlike today, where Journalism One is a 
prerequisite for The Viking Views, Holl 
said at one time, seventh and eighth graders 

the printer — everything traveled via mail.
“The worst part of mailing was the time 

it took to get the strips and glue them and 
sending them back to the printers to get the 
finale copy of the paper,” McCarthy said.

The beginning of the 21st century saw 
even more changes to the newsmagazine, 
according to McCarthy, including the 
addition of color and class time devoted 
to the publication’s production during the 
school day. 

Holl said in the 63 years since he’s been 
on staff, he is impressed with how The 
Viking Views has adapted with the times.

“I am amazed how polished the 
newspaper is compared to ours,” he said. n

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JIM HOLL n This is the yearbook photo of the 1948-49 
Viking Views staff. n Mr. Holl is the last man on the right in the second row.

For sixty-three years, The Viking Views has reported the news of Hoover (formally 
North Canton) High School. In that time, student journalists have printed articles 
and commentary on the local, state, national and international levels. As technol-
ogy improves and society grows, so does the news. Here is a behind-the-scenes 
look at a 

could write for the paper. In addition, the 
news was printed on traditional paper of 
the day. 

In 1993, as the paper became more 
elaborate in its design, the staff made the 
decision to expand the layouts as well as 
the content, according to social studies 
teacher and former Viking Views editor Mr. 
Adam Wile. 

“[At that time], the newspaper covered 
mainly local news mainly did not cover a 
lot of international news,” he said. 

The early 90s staff sought to change that, 
and Wile said he believes it helped set the 
stage for the national and global coverage 
in The Viking Views today.

“I think the foundation of today’s Viking 
Views really goes back to the transition we 
made in 1993,” he said. “That staff was the 
branch that turned it into what it is today.” 

With the addition of computers and 
technology, the print journalism world 
soon became digital. Former Viking 
Views adviser Ms. Pam McCarthy said the 
transition was a welcomed one.

 “When Adobe InDesign [the program 
used in designing the publication] came 
out, it was like dying and going to heaven 
design wise,” she said. 

Until then, everything was manual in 
the communication between the staff and 

Journalistic perspective 
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Glen Rutherford Photography

glen@glenrutherfordphotography.com

(330) 331-0207
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science to math, engineering to administration, this is they way they became the 
newest members of  

story by Madison dechellis n Photos by alexandra Miller
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Ms. Housos 
After teaching in Columbus for two years, 

Ms. Jessica Housos is one of the new fac-
ulty members in the Math Department, 
where she teaches Geometry and Geometry 
Survey.
A Hoover graduate, Housos said she loved 

her high school experience and looks for-
ward to her career at Hoover.
“I had Mrs. Cindea and Mr. Kreis in high 

school, and they influenced me to become 
a math teacher,” she said. 
Housos said her favorite aspects about 

teaching at Hoover are the high standards, 
quality of the students, teachers and the 
community. 
“I love the staff,” she said. 

Mr. Kotila
While Mr. Gary Kotila is not a new face 

to some students as he was a long term sub-

stitute, he is now teaching Freshman Sci-
ence.
“Teaching at Hoover is wonderful; [it’s a] 

top school, a beautiful building with lots of 
resources, excellent teachers and adminis-
tration,” he said.
Kotila said he has always loved science 

and working with students. 
“Nothing is more exciting than seeing stu-

dents succeed,” he said. “Teaching students 
critical thinking [skills] and striving to suc-
ceed to their highest level is most impor-
tant.” 
Mr. Goodman 
Another educator joining the Math De-

partment is Mr. Tim Goodman.  He said 
he feels very grateful and fortunate to be a 
teacher here. 
“Hoover is a great school with rich tradi-

tion and history,” he said. “I am honored to 

be able to join such a wonderful place.”
Goodman said he looks forward to work-

ing with his colleagues in the department.
“Everyone in the department is so help-

ful and supportive, including my mentor 
Mrs. Cindea and my ‘School Mom’ Mrs. 
Dalton,” he said. 
Goodman said as a new teacher at Hoover, 

he enjoys working with great students that 
are motivated to learn. 
“I also enjoy being a member of a ‘Triple 

A’ school district and witnessing the excel-
lence in academics, athletics and the arts 
that Hoover displays,” he said. 
Goodman said he is excited to be working 

with new staff. 
“Working with Hoover staff has helped 

me grow as an educator thus far and I’ve 
met some really cool people along the 
way,” he said.
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Ms. Csak
 Ms. Melissa Csak joins Kotila as a new 

member of the Science Department.
“I like all the hands on activities, atmo-

sphere and students,” she said. 
Csak said she decided that she wanted to 

become a teacher when she was in high 
school and college, adding all of her good 
teachers she had in school influenced her to 
become one herself. 
Csak said her fellow teachers as well as 

her students have made the beginning of 
her school year an enjoyable one. 
“They are very helpful,” she said. 
Mr. Gramley
Mr. Marc Gramley, along with his col-

leagues, said he is really enjoying his posi-
tion as a Hoover science teacher. 
“Everybody, including the students, has 

been really friendly and very helpful,” he 
said.
Gramley last 

taught at Wood-
land Acad-
emy. He said 
the amount of 
school pride is 
what really set 
Hoover apart 
from other schools. 
“I can tell the students really like being a 

part of the Hoover community,” he said.
Gramley said he has always enjoyed sci-

ence. 
“I always enjoyed tutoring friends and 

classmates on material presented in my sci-
ence classes in college,” he said.
Mrs. McCorcle
Mrs. Lindsay McCorcle said she is thrilled 

to be a Hoover Physics and Freshmen Sci-
ence teacher. 
“It has been a great experience so far and 

I am looking forward to a good year,” she 
said.
McCorcle decided to become a teacher 

about two and a half years ago. 
“I realized that teaching was what I really 

loved and decided to pursue that vocation,” 
she said.
She said there are two individuals in her 

life that influenced her decision to pursue 
teaching: her mother, who is a teacher at 
Orville Middle School and her father-in-
law.
“Both are examples of incredible educa-

tors and the type of teacher I hope to be-
come,” McCorcle said. 
She added working in the science depart-

ment is great. 
“I enjoy working with other science and 

math nerds, everyone up here has been very 
helpful and welcoming.” 
Mrs. Maxwell
Mrs. Lauren Maxwell teaches Principles 

of Engineering and Engineering Design 
and Development. Maxwell graduated 
from Hoover and is excited to be teaching 
here.
“It feels like home,” she said.
Maxwell said the best part of teaching 

here so far are the students. 
“I have some really great kids in my class-

es,” she added.
Maxwell said she loves that she gets to 

combine engineering and teaching to her 
class. She likes how engineering is a class 
where students get to see how math and 
science are put to use.
Adding she feels so connected to the com-

munity just by working at the high school, 
Maxwell said she tries to attend as many 

Hoover games, concerts and other activi-
ties as she can. 
“I want to be able to tell my students that 

I saw them participating outside of school 
and congratulate them on things other than 
tests,” she said.
Mr. Alkire
Although new to Hoover, Mr. Todd Alkire 

already knows the majority of his students 
from his days as a teacher at North Canton 
Middle School. 
He said he enjoys observing how students 

solve the problems and challenges they are 
faced with in his class. 
“There is always something interesting 

going on in the Engineering classes,” he 
said. “We build electrical circuits, boats 
from cardboard, and the list goes on.” 
He said the best part about teaching is the 

relationships he builds with students and 
colleagues. As for changes from NCMS, 
Alkire said the days seems faster; however, 
much remains the same.
“The students are pretty much the same, 

just bigger,” Alkire said.
Mrs. Green
Like Alkire, Mrs. Jennifer Green is a fa-

miliar face to many of Hoover’s students. 
She taught five years at NCMS and now 
teaches a Computer Applications class. 
Since most of her teaching has been at the 

middle school, she said working with a dif-
ferent age group of students has been a nice 
change. 
“The high school is more technologically 

advanced with SMART Boards and projec-
tors in the classrooms,” she said. “These 
technology devices can make the class-
room more engaging and interactive for the 
students.” 
Green’s favorite thing about teaching at 

Hoover is the layout of the building and 
the higher end technology that is available 
here. 
“I also enjoy getting to see students I had 

in class when they were in middle school,” 
she said.
Mr. Nist
When students walk into Hoover Hall, 

they will see Hoover’s new Theater Tech 
teacher, Mr. Bruce Nist. 
“ E v e r y o n e works together 

and is will-
ing to help out 
when needed,” 
he said.
He said the 

best part of 
teaching is 
when his stu-

dents start going outside the material that 
he is covering on their own.
“That shows me that they are interested 

in the subject and hopefully enjoying my 
class,” Nist said.
Nist’s classes focus on the behind-the-

scenes aspect of theater and is a popular 
elective with students.
“We design, build the sets, run the lights 

and sound and get Hoover Hall ready for 
events,” he added. “Between the curricu-
lar courses and the extracurricular, there is 
something for everyone,” he said.
Mr. Householder
When walking through the halls of 

Hoover, students may notice a news face 
among the administrative team. 
Mr. Henry Householder joins Mr. Paul 

McIntyre and Mr. Tom Oakes as an Associ-
ate Principal.
Although he has always had an interest 

in the administrative field in education, 
Householder said the students and staff 
maintain a certain standard of excellence.
“[The staff members] are outstanding and 

fun,” he said. “They are professional and 
great with kids.”
 He added he also recognizes the school 

and district success and excellence. 
“Hoover has a lot of pride and is a great 

community,” he said. n

“I enjoy being a member of a ‘Triple A’ school 
district and witnessing the excellence in 

academics, athletics and the arts.” }{
— Mr. Tim Goodman
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senior

Story by Sami Nonno Photos by Emily Plaver and Maria Stroia 

Students find many ways to entertain 
themselves throughout North 
Canton. Whether you participate in 

school sports, hang out at Starbucks or just 
watch a movie at a friend’s house, there 
always seems to be something to do. For 
senior Hunter Lawrence, being able to find 
something to do is 
easy.
An example of this 

would be participating 
in the Akron Relay 
with his father over 
the summer.
“I did it the last two 

years” Lawrence said. 
“The last few years I 
trained in the weeks 
leading up to it. I’ve 
been doing it with my 
dad.”
However, running 

is not the only thing 
Lawrence enjoys. He 
is also involved with Hoover High School’s 
Hi-Los.
“In May, you had to audition for Hi-Los,” 

Lawrence said. “The week of finals, you 
found out if you made it.”
Lawrence is one of 22 choir students who 

participate in Hi-Los. 
Along with choir and running, Lawrence 

is also taking post secondary classes at 
Kent State University. 
“I’m taking freshman writing and kick 

boxing,” he said. “I really like going to the 

campus and I’m really glad I chose that 
option over dual enrollment.”
Lawrence not only likes the classes he is 

taking but the atmosphere as well.
“You get a sense of independence from 

being around first year college students,” 
he said.

Although Lawrence enjoys his college 
classes and the sense of independence 
he gets from them, he has been taking 
American Sign Language (ASL) at Hoover 
since his sophomore year here. For the last 
two years, he has had Mrs. Susan Cammel 
as his ASL teacher.
“I have been Hunter’s teacher for the past 

two years,” Cammel said. “I did meet him 
in Mrs. Mooney’s class in ASL I and he 
was in ASL club since then.”
She added she enjoys teaching him.

“I very much enjoy having Hunter in 
class,” Cammel said. “He has been able to 
learn, use, and express himself with ASL. 
He has a great understanding for different 
cultures, languages, and beliefs of those he 
meets. He knows he doesn’t always have to 
agree with me on topics, but he is always 

respectful of my thoughts as I 
hope I am the same with his.”
Cammel not only likes 

teaching Lawrence because 
he is a good student but 
also because he has a good 
personality.
“He is so funny and caring,” 

Cammel said. “He travels 
to Texas at times to visit his 
grandfather and I enjoy hearing 
those stories and seeing that 
important relationship form.”
Although Lawrence is 

involved with many school 
activities, he still has time to 
spend with his friends.

Ashley Negluici said she has been friends 
with Lawrence since eighth grade.
“[When we are together] we sit in my 

room and talk about our lives,” Negluici 
said.
Because they have been fiends for so 

long, they are able to trust each other with 
everything.
“Our friendship is deep,” Negluici said. 

“We always have the greatest conversations 
and I never am afraid of not trusting him 
with anything.” n
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Hunter
Lawrence

“I very much enjoy having 
Hunter in class. He has been 

able to learn, use, and express 
himself with ASL. He has a great 

understanding for different 
cultures, languages, and beliefs 

of those he meets.”

— Mrs. Susan Cammel

n
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Thanksgiving 

 No School

28

Jon Stewart

12

Poinsettia Day

6

St. Nicholas 
Day

26
 

No School

10

Academic 
Challenge 
match @ 
home vs. 
GlenOak

2

Britney Spears

4
 

30

14

8

24

Celebrate Your 
Unique Talent 

Day

23

Black Friday

No School

1

Rosa Parks 
Day

15

Bill of Rights 
day

7

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance 

Day

29

13

Choir Concert 
7 p.m.

5

27

11

3

25

Pittsburgh 
Steelers @ 
Cleveland 
Browns 
1 p.m.

9

National 
Pastry Day

Although we cannot promise publication, please let 
us know about your event! E-mail us at vv1nc@

northcanton.sparcc.org.

November/December      PeoPle of Style :

—Located in a rural area, Slippery Rock is in 
Pennsylvania
—Public, master’s-level University
—Estimated tuition and fees for a non 
Pennsylvania resident is $12,146
—Has an acceptance rate of 67% (2010)
—Offers some doctoral programs
—Includes 867 staff members, 7,157 
undergraduates and 691 postgraduates
—Competes in the NCAA Division II 
—Member of the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference
—Also known as “The Rock” or SRU
—The school mascot is Rocky the Lion

College Search

S
lip

p
er

y 
R
o
ck

Compiled by Emily Belles
 Photo Courtesy of Slippery Rock

Speech and 
Debate @ 
Louisville 
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How would you describe your style?
My style is clean, classic and comfortable.
What are your favorite stores/labels?
Old Navy, Target, my house and Express.
What inspires you the most style-wise?
My friends, my cat, music, movies, camping and 
Stumble Upon.
What clothing pieces that you own do you 
love? 
I love my two vintage Barracuda jackets and 
my Ray Bans. My favorite would have to by my 
Philmont belt buckle.
What trends do you hate?
Hollister, Abercrombie, flat bills with stickers 
and high socks.
What trends do you love?
Big buckle belts, v-necks and strange color com-
bos.

How would you describe your style? 
My style is trendy and fun. I like to take 
fashion risks and experiment with different 
styles. 
What are your favorite stores/labels?
I like Forever21, Old Navy and thrift 
stores.
What is your fashion inspiration? 
I get a lot of inspiration from fashion 
magazines like InStyle, and I love vintage 
clothes.
What is your advice to someone trying 
to improve their style? 
You don’t have to spend a lot of money to 
have good style. Take some time to mix 
and match different outfits and go to your 
local thrift stores to see what treasures you 
can find.

     PeoPle of Style :

Abby Grisez, 10th teddy Morrow, 11th

Q&A and Photos courtesy of maria stroia and carly preston



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Theories:
Conspiracy
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their origins, histories, 
and controversies

Conspiracy theories. Most people consider it the gossip of the 
paranoid and crazy. But is it? Was the moon landing actually 
a hoax? Was more than one person involved in the assas-

sination of President John F. Kennedy? The government said no, 
and there was nothing more to it. But is that the whole, or absolute, 
truth? Mr. Jim Draher, world studies and psychology teacher, of-
fered his opinion.

“I would say the definition of a conspiracy theory is just the 
idea of when people hear what the government says, and they don’t 
believe it,” he said. “They look at other reasons why the event 
could’ve happened.”

According to a 2011 CNN article, Americans love conspiracy 
theories, no matter how wrong. However, some people begin to 
confuse the fact with fiction.

“People who believe in one conspiracy were more likely to also 
believe in others,” Rutgers sociology professor Mr. Ted Goertzel 

said in his paper, “Belief in Conspiracy Theories.” For example, 
those who believe JFK was murdered by the mob are more 

likely to believe in the 9/11 conspiracies. 
“Hierarchical regression models showed that 
mutually incompatible conspiracy theories are 

positively associated because both are associated 
with the view that the authorities are engaged 

in a cover-up,” an article on academia.
edu stated. “The monological nature 

of conspiracy belief appears to be 
driven not by conspiracy theories 
directly supporting one another, 

but by broader beliefs supporting 
conspiracy theories in general.”

Conspiracy theories seem to be more about not trusting 
authority than anything else, and all the theories that say “the 
government is lying to us” are good enough for some. 

However, conspiracy theories aren’t always false. Some 
theories have actually been proven over the years. For instance, 
President Nixon’s involvement in a burglary at the offices of the 
Democratic National Committee in 1972 was once thought to be 
an outlandish suspicion. 

Yet for the most part, according to CNN, conspiracy theories 
are “fun to talk about. And all wrong.”

Freshman Victoria Brooks said conspiracy theories are labeled 
as such for a reason.

“Believing in a conspiracy theory truly depends on how much 
proof to back them up,” she said. “If they believe in something 
blindly, well, then I believe them to be blind followers.” 

Some conspiracy theories have gained momentum over the 
years:

Did Lee Harvey Oswald act alone?
Was the 1969 moon landing real?
Are there secret societies in the world?
Area 51: more than a military base?
Is there more to the events on Sept. 11?
Is Paul [McCartney] alive? 
Despite the evidence, thousands of Americans — and people 

around the world — still believe there is much more than meets 
the eye. 

“If they [conspiracy theorists] believe in something with proof, 
I believe they are logical and have reason to follow what they 
believe in,” Brooks said. 

— Cassie Pratt
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Most interpretations of anything 
alien-related have stemmed 
from popular culture: E.T., 

War of the Worlds, Alien, Alien vs. 
Predator, as well as countless other 
alien movies and books available 
to the general public. Much 
older alien literature very 
well may have set roots 
in peoples’ minds 
to modern ideas 
of extra-
terrestrials, 
and the interest 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
them. 
For middle school 

teacher Mrs. Darlene 
Howald, Area 51 is simply a 
military base located in Nevada, 
which is surrounded by conspiracy. 
Howald said she understands Area 51 

as a Cold War era military base.
“I suspect that it was used to test 

experimental aircraft or missiles,” she said. 
“I believe that there were some pictures 
released recently about an aircraft crash 
that happened back in the 50s.”
Mr. Joe Coduto agreed and said the 

supposed alien sightings have changed the 
whole mentality of the base.
“I think Area 51 needs to stay a military 

base and that’s all it should be,” he said. 
“It has become more of an icon for alien 
conspiracy theories and not known for 
being a [butt]-kicking military base.”
Physics teacher Mr. Darrell Woods 

Area 51

Katie Livick
Staff Writer

agreed and said the secrecy may add to the 
conspiracy theories. 
“[Area 51 may be] under government 

control or maybe even private control,” he 
said. “What exactly is there is unknown 

and this adds to the mystery.”
Despite the alien conspiracies, 

2012 Hoover graduate Adam 
Reese said the government 

should really be more 
transparent.

“I think the 
government is 

d e f i n i t e l y 
h i d i n g 

information 
from us on 

Area 51,” he said. 
“People need to be 

informed about their 
government, and keeping 

vital information from them is 
counterproductive.”

C o d u t o 
disagreed.
“I think the 

whole area 
should be left alone 
by everyone except the 
military,” he said. “It is 
nobody’s business but theirs 
for what happens there. Unless 
something catastrophic happens, 
the area should be left alone.”
Woods said the probability of alien 

visitation is debatable regardless of the 
government.
“It is foolish to believe, in my opinion, 

that in all the billions of planets and stars 
that exist, Earth is the only one with any 
reasonable form of intellectual life,” he said. 
“Stories and myths are often based upon 
fact which is misinterpreted or not truly 
understood. The answer to that question I 
will let open for discussion by others.”
Howald said the likelihood of alien life 

visiting Earth is low, and that the United 
States would be taking more precautions if 
the conspiracy were true.
“I don’t think the government is involved 

in a conspiracy plot with regard to Area 
51,” she said. “If the government saw 
aliens as a threat, wouldn’t we be stepping 
up our manned space program?  The U.S. 
government no longer has a program for 
human space flight. That does not sound 
like a government that is working to cover 
up a secret — especially one of such 
magnitude.”
Overall, Coduto said Area 51 has never 

been something that should bring public 
interest.
“I think there are far more important things 

for the government to worry about than 
aliens,” he said. “Being honest, Area 51, to 
me, really never appeared as anything more 
than just a military base. When the UFO 
and other conspiracy theories came about, 
it all seemed like a big publicity stunt.”

Reese said the conspiracy 
surrounding Area 51 should be 

a lesson to the citizens of 
the United States.

“I think Area 51 
should serve as a 

symbol for the 
great divide 
p e o p l e 

h a v e 
between their 

g o v e r n m e n t , 
a government 

of the people and 
themselves,” he said. 

“The secrecy granted to our 
government is not a two-way 

street. Laws like the Patriot Act 
enable the government to spy on us 

without a search warrant, including our 
online activity. Openness definitely needs 
to be encouraged.” n

“I think Area 51 should serve as 
a symbol for the great divide 

people have between their 
government, a government of 
the people, and themselves.”

—Adam reese
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John F. Kennedy

The cool breeze blows through the 
air as the open motorcade rolls 
down Elm Street, and then, three 

bangs ring out across Dealey Plaza as the 
presidential motorcade rushes off. 
Nov. 22, 1963 is a day in history which 

will forever remain in the nation’s 
consciousness: the death of America’s 
35th president, John F. Kennedy, who 
was assassinated by Lee Harvey Oswald. 
Yet, what transpired from this shooting is 
arguably the greatest conspiracy theory.
According to an article in Time, many 

Americans believe there was more behind 
the assassination than Oswald acting 
alone.
“A 2003 ABC News poll found that 70 

percent of Americans believe Kennedy’s 
death was the result of a broader 
plot,” according to the Time article.   
For psychology and sociology 
teacher Mr. Dave Reese, he 
does not fall folly to the 
conspiracy theories 
being true. 
“I am convinced 

in my heart of 
hearts that 
Lee Harvey 
Oswald acted 
alone,” Reese 
said. “Through 
all that happened, it 
coincidentally happened that 
the dots all connected. Oswald 
was assassinated two days after 
Kennedy was, and people just began to 
assume [the worst]. We [as people] don’t 
handle coincidences very well.”
Senior Curtis Strong disagreed.

“I have heard a couple of theories behind 
the assassination of JFK, the most famous 
being that there was more than one shooter 
on the fateful day,” Strong said. “The 
most common theory is that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was not the only shooter. There 
have been many people that say 
there was a shooter on the Grassy 
Knoll. Also, that the bullet 
was magic and somehow 
dropped down to not only 
hit JFK, but also the 
governor of Texas. 
I believe what 
was reported 
was mostly 
the truth, but 
Oswald was to the 
original planner of the 
assassination because it 

seemed too complicated for one man to 
make.”

For Reese, the amount of people 
who believe the conspiracy 

theories to be true only fall 
to misinterpretation. 

“It is the industry 
of conspiracy 

t h e o r i e s , ” 
Reese said. 
“ T o d a y , 

p e o p l e 
really do 

believe that JFK 
was killed from the 

conspiracy theories 
[that evolved].”

Strong agreed.
“I think the conspiracy theories 

were in reaction to many people 
seeing the president as a Superman-

like figure who is invincible unless 
something supernatural suddenly ends 

them,” he said. 
According to Time, conspiracy theories 

tend to be the more believed by Americans, 
than the facts. 

“Speculation over one of history’s most 
famous political assassinations is such 

a popular parlor game that most 
people have taken the rumors 

to heart: just 32 percent of 
[Americans] polled by 

ABC believe Oswald 
carried out the 

killing on 
his own,” 
according 
to Time.   

Strong said 
that the creation 

of conspiracy 
theories helps bring a 

person’s mind to rest.
“The theories help mend 

many people’s minds when 
they hear that someone as 

important as the president has been 
killed,” he said. “Also, the conspiracies 

help people to forget this tragic event. 
Letting them move on with their lives, 
knowing there must have been some crazy 
circumstances that eventually led to the 
demise of their beloved figure.”
Reese said that the assassination was 

five days before his seventh birthday, and 
when he learned that the president had been 
assassinated, it haunted him. 
It still haunts him today. 
“It seemed to be the longest day of my 

life,” he said. “It set the tone for the rest of 
my life. It set a tone for fascination. I wanted 
to learn everything about the assassination.  
I wanted to know every single thing about  
the assassination. ”
With the assassination setting a certain 

tone for the rest of his life, Reese is often 
able to connect what occurred during his 
childhood to the childhood of those  
“It was every bit as scary as 9/11 was,” 

he said. “When JFK was killed, it was 
during the Cold War, and there was the fear 
of Communism. Even though the Soviet 
Union had nothing to do with Oswald, 
people thought that it was the end of the 
world.”n

“I am convinced in my heart 
of hearts that Lee Harvey 

Oswald acted alone.”
— Mr. david reese



The Viking Views

In
D

e
p

th

22

9/11 Terrorist Attacks

nedy in 1963, such conspiracy theories 
develop almost immediately — even in the 
wake of the tragedy.
World Studies teacher Mr. Dave Burtscher 

said he remembered hearing of conspiracy 
theories within days.  

“It didn’t take long for people to 
start pointing out targets and con-

spiracies,” he said. 
While most of the coun-

try grieved, the rest of 
the world watched 

in shock.
For French 
t e a c h e r , 
Miss Su-

san Schil-
ling, who was 

in France attend-
ing school and work-

ing for a mission trip, 
watching the events unfold 

in a foreign country was over-
whelming. 

“We were 6 hours ahead so I didn’t 
hear about it until dinner time,” she 

said. “When I did 
see the footage 
the next morn-
ing, it seemed 
so far away. It was 
so unreal, unbeliev-
able.”  
However, she added the 

French were sympathetic to vis-
iting American citizens.
“I was there to pray for them [those 

on her missions trip] and they ended up 
praying for me,” she said. “It was really 
moving.”
Burtscher was at North Canton Middle 

School during a planning period when he 
heard about the attacks. 
“Mr. Martin came in and told me about the 

plane hitting the Twin Towers and I saw the 
second plane hit between second and third 
periods,” he said. “We were told to turn the 
TV’s off. I was very lost and confused.” 
To these two educators, the last thing on 

their minds is conspiracy theories; howev-
er, it was still on others’ minds. According 
to the Time article, one of the biggest con-
spiracy theories there is that it was all an 
inside job carried out by our government.  
 Sophomore Mary Waterhouse said she 

believes that although such a theory is the 
most popular among conspiracy theorists, 
the thought of an inside-government act is 
inept. 
“[The idea behind the] government know-

ing about it is crazy,” she said. 
Schilling agreed that such an idea is ab-

surd. 
“I believe one of the [craziest conspiracy 

theories] is that the government is behind 
it, because for [what] reason [would] the 
American government want to kill this 
many people?”
The events of Sept. 11, 2001 caused so 

many citizens to lose family members or 
friends, and according to Waterhouse, 

9/11 conspiracy theories take away 
from the healing process as indi-

viduals and as a country.
“It really hurts them,” she 

said. “[It like they’re 
treating it] like it was 

all a lie.”
B u r t s c h e r 

agreed. 
“Heal -

ing is 
important 

for the vic-
tims,” he said. 

“When people have 
these various theories, 

it doesn’t allow for heal-
ing.”

Schilling agreed the conspir-
acy theories should cease. 

“We need to step back and be con-
siderate of them,” she said. “No politi-

cal stances. Just respect.” n

For some, as the years since Sept. 11, 
2001 come and pass, they mourn the 
loss of a loved one or grieve for 

another and reflect in their own spe-
cial ways the anniversaries of the 
attacks.
For others, that one day 

once a year is not only 
the anniversary of loss, 
but also the anniver-
sary of a hidden 
g o v e r n m e n t 
conspi racy, 
a conspiracy 
that goes so far 
as to state that the 
9/11 attacks were an 
inside job carried out by 
the government. A Sept. 2006 
Time article stated when one 
watches the towers fall, he or she 
can see small spurts of dust coming out 
of the sides. 

Although most agree the falling of the 
tower caused the pressure of the debris to 
blow out the windows, conspiracy theorists 
believe they were destroyed in a controlled 
demolition that was planned beforehand.
The dust, they say, is from explosives 

placed at specific places in the towers, ac-
cording to the article.
However, the Sept. 11 conspiracy theories 

do not end there — they also include ref-
erences to the attacks on the Pentagon and 
United Flight 93.
 The thought that there is an internal link 

to this tragedy hits home to Americans. As 
with the assassination of President Ken-

Alexandra Miller
Staff Writer

“Healing is important for 
the victims, When people have 

these various theories it 
doesn’t allow for healing.”

-Mr. Dave Burtscher
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The end of the world

oids, although big hits are very rare. The 
last big impact was 65 million years ago, 
and that led to the extinction of the                       
dinosaurs. Today, NASA astrono-
mers are carrying out a survey 
called the Spaceguard Survey 
to find any large near-Earth 
asteroids long before 
they hit. We have                       
already determined 
that there are 
no    threaten-
ing asteroids 
as large as the 
one that killed the 
dinosaurs,” NASA 

said.
Along with the 2012 end of the world 

prophesy, people have been predict-
ing the end of the world since time 

began, leaving some students 
skeptical.

Senior Eric Hayworth, 
said he thinks one of 

the reasons peo-
ple may try to 

predict the 
end of the 
world is so 

they can an-
swer what is not 

known.
“People are afraid 

of the unknown and try 
to some how create a cir-

cumstance where they feel all 
knowing.”

According to the History Channel, 

scientists that study the Mayan calendar 
have determined that the calendar circu-

lates in an endless loop. While     read-
ing the calendar, the scientist de-

termined that Dec. 21, 2012, is 
only the end of one loop and 

it will begin another.
“[The Mayans pre-

dicted that] at the 
last loop, the 

Mayan god 
of creation 

and war 
shall return,” 

History Channel 
said. 

Even though that may 
sound like a bad thing, it 

is not all that terrible in real-
ity.

“The prophesied appearance [of 
the Mayan god] on December 21, 

2012, represents the beginning of a new 
era, not the end of days,” according to the 
History Channel. 
Like many other Native American tribes, 

the Mayans had gods for nature, life, death 
and war. They see the end of the world 
with the coming of one of their gods. Some 
people, on the other hand, believe in other 
demises that relate with uncontrolable cir-
cumstances like meteoroids, war and dis-
ease. 
Some also believe the Mayans are not a 

legitimate source to believe in about the 
end of the world.
“They were primitive; and if they could 

predict anything, why didn’t they know 
they’d all die off,” Hayworth said.
With most scientists saying that the          

Mayan calendar was false, most people 
who had believed beforehand do not any-
more due to all of the scientific evidences. 
According to NASA, even though the 

Mayans may have been wrong on this one, 
the world will most likely have to meet its 
end in time. 
Whether Doomsday, the Apocalypse or 

the end of days, Hayworth said people need 
to find a peace with it.
“Come to terms with the end because 

there couldn’t be a whole lot you could 
do,”  Hayworth said. n

Year after year, new predictions for 
how the world will end have come 
and gone, but none more famous 

than the Mayan 2012 end of the world.
Since the early 21st century, people have 

been surrounded by the 2012 end of the 
world prediction that at one time had struck 
fear into the hearts of many. 
However, scientists believe the Mayans 

are mistaken.
According to NASA’s website, the Mayan 

calendar is like any type of calendar found 
in a house. 

“Just as the calendar you have on your 
kitchen wall does not cease to exist after 
December 31, the Mayan calendar does 
not cease to exist on December 21, 
2012. This date is the end of the 
Mayan long-count period but 
then, just as your calendar 
begins again on January 
1, another long-count 
period begins for the 
Mayan calendar,” 
the website 
stated.
S c i e n t i s t s 

can’t tie evidence 
together because 
there is next to nothing 
in evidence. The only real 
major threat to Earth’s demise 
is if a meteor were to hit.
“The Earth has always been sub-

ject to impacts by comets and aster-

“People are afraid of 
the unknown and try 
to some how create a cir-
cumstance where they feel 

all knowing.”
— Eric Hayworth



Our Mission
“We strive to provide honest opinions while representing all 
sides and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions.”

With presidential elections happening once every 
four years, it’s not every day a candidate visits North 
Canton. On Oct. 26, GOP presidential candidate and 
former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney did just that. 
With, at that time, only a few weeks until the elec-
tion, Romney made a push in the Buckeye State.
According to an Oct. 24 CNN story, the power of Ohio 
cannot be denied: Since the presidential election of 
1964, Ohio has never voted for the losing candidate. 
Between the two candidates and their running mates, 
they have visited our swing state more than 50 times 
in the past 30 days.
We at The Viking Views believe such an opportuni-
ty is an incredible experience for anyone from any 
political party. Whether people attended in support, 
protest, or simply as a spectator, such an event is 
not will not occur in the immediate future. We hope 
you had a chance to witness this North Canton piece 
of history — regardless of your political ties. 

Editorial Board
Katie Livick n Emily Plaver n Megan Sigler n Madeline Tauscher

Andrew Falce n Maddie Light n Dylanni Smith

With the first nine-week grading period now behind 
us, students and staff alike are officially in “school 
mode.” Like students, teachers and administrators 
feel the stresses along with the successes that ac-
company each school year — especially the new 
staff. Whether just out of college or making a career 
change, beginning a new school year with new stu-
dents in a new environment can be overwhelming at 
times. 
We at The Viking Views officially welcome our new 
staff members to Hoover. We hope your first few 
months have been enjoyable. 
Students: Whether you do, or do not, have a new 
teacher for a class this year, make sure to make 
them feel welcome.
To all staff members: Thank you. We may not always 
express our gratitude; however, we appreciate the 
work you do to make the North Canton City School 
district among the top in the state. 
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Hoover has a long-standing tradition of excelling in 
athletics, and we would like to recognize those ath-
letes, coaches, cheerleaders, band members and 
students who participated in the 2012 fall sports 
season.
To the athletes and coaches: Whether it was becom-
ing the Federal League champions or making it to the 
states, you cannot be thanked enough for carrying 
the pride of Hoover to the field. 
For the Hoover student section: Being organized 
enough to attend every game to show your support 
for your fellow peers truly shows what the spirit of 
being a Viking means. 
For the Hoover band and cheerleaders: The commit-
ment and dedication you always bring to Memorial 
Stadium every Friday night is always greatly appre-
ciated. 
We at The Viking Views would once again like to thank 
all who participated in the 2012 Hoover fall sports 
season. Let’s continue this tradition as we move into 
the winter and spring seasons. Go Vikes!  

A Viking welcomeHistory in North Canton

A successful season 

YouTube: the new talent agency



Corrin Pelini
Period 4/5

My View – What conspiracy theory do you, or do you not, believe in?

“I believe in the Illuminati… they’re coming for me.”
Jack Cummings (12)- 

The Viking Views.opinion

I don’t believe in most conspiracies. The only con-
spiracy I slightly believe was covered in a docu-
mentary called “Loose Change.” It is about the 9/11 
attack on the Pentagon. It basically says that ‘x’ 
amount of money was missing from the government 
and the money records were hit in the attack. 
– Jacob Hart , 9

What 
conspiracy 

theory do you 
or do you not 

believe in? 

How do you 
feel about “No 

Shave 
November”?

“I think that they can be very interesting, but I don’t 
believe them because some of them are too outra-
geous. Some of them I think, “Wow, that would be 
cool if it were real.” Others I just think, “that’s stu-
pid.” 
- Griffin Stryker, 10

“I don’t believe in the whole world ending in 2012 
because the world was suppose to end so many 
times before and it hasn’t. The only person who 
knows when the world is going to end is God.”
- Jasmine Crump, 12

“I believe in the Illuminati; they’re coming for me.” 
- Jack Cummings, 12
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“It’s disgusting. It’s like 
vomit. Nobody wants to 

see that.”
Miss Tiffany Walker

“No one is gonna kiss 
you with a beard,  sorry 

to let you know.”  
Melanie Tuttle, 9

“There’s nothing more 
manly than a bearded 

face, but with [students], 
I don’t know if No Shave 

November is the best 
choice. No one wants to 

see a patchy field.”
Tiffany Lee, 12

“It’s just gross. Guys 
need to reconsider their         

November choices.” 
Lindsey Clawson, 9

“It’s a fun idea, but it’s 
too bad that girls can’t 

really participate.” 
Molly Wright, 10
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My grandmother always told 
me, “Don’t ever get a tattoo!” 
After seeing people with 

colorful, messy tattoos spangled on their 
entire bodies, I agreed with my grandma, 
feeling no need for such permanence. 

However, in the most recent years, 
tattoos have completely evolved. 
Gone are the tacky clichés of the 90s. 
Especially in 2012, I have witnessed 
tattoos become true reflections of the 
experiences of individuals.

For example, most people are familiar 
with the infinity symbol. For those who 
aren’t familiar, it looks like a sideways 
eight. Several individuals 
have taken to inscribing the 
name of a special person 
within the infinity symbol, 
and permanently placing it 
somewhere in their bodies. 
The common meaning behind 
this trendy body art is that the 
name of that special person 
will forever be a part of the 
one with the tattoo. 

Tattoos have also represented 
countless other meanings. I have seen 
Bible verses, dates, names, song quotes, 
book quotes and other sentimental 
words. 

Tattoos can tell a story about a person 
through a simple word or phrase written 
on his or her body.

Picture tattoos also have emotional 
connections. Many people have symbols 
on their bodies that reflect religion, 
as in the variations of the cross tattoo. 
It permanently expresses the religious 
beliefs of an individual, as it is a 
tremendous part of his or her life. 

Similarly, several people have a 
patriotic tattoo, which emphasizes their 
passion for the country in which they 
live.

Many other pictures can have specific 
meanings to individuals. A special tattoo 
can dictate a big moment in a person’s 

life, an overcoming of a huge obstacle or 
a memorial to a loved one who passed 
away. 

The purpose of a tattoo is simple: to 
never forget. There is a saying: We have 
only life to live. In one’s lifetime, at 
least one day is bound to stand out. That 
special day, unique to each individual, 
could be any day. 

Obtaining a tattoo can prevent the 
individual from ever forgetting the day 
or its significance. If a specific date is not 
important to someone, perhaps a simple 
lesson learned in life can be depicted in a 
tattoo, something valuable someone said, 

a virtue to live by, or critical lifelong 
reminders are all excellent meanings for 
tattoos.

I strongly support those who have 
such tattoos. The deep, emotional 
meanings behind them are not signs of 
stupidity, but rather a sign of creativity. 

What is a better way to show the 
elements of life that have contributed to 
who you are? 

To show how far you’ve come? 
To show what or who means the most 

to you? 
To show your strongest beliefs? 
When a person wakes up every 

morning and sees the permanent 
etchings on his or her skin, he or she 
does not simply see a tattoo. Instead, 
they are reminded of the most important 
highlights of his or her life. Who is to 
say that person is dumb for expressing 
his or herself?

Some people will argue that tattoos 
can prevent someone from getting 
certain jobs. Now, I agree that a dragon 
across your face is rather unprofessional; 
however, I see nothing wrong with a 
small American flag on the shoulder, 
which can easily be concealed.

Another reasonable argument is the 
undeniable permanence of a tattoo. 
Tattoos are not easily removed when 
no longer desired and may wrinkle and 
stretch with age. 

One cannot simply and painlessly 
peel off a tattoo. 

They can be removed, but with an 
expensive procedure. Even 
then, traces of the image may 
linger. These reasons are 
precisely why individuals must 
be certain they want the image 
or words permanently etched 
on their bodies. The meaning 
must be extremely important, 
and should not be questionable 
by absolutely anything. 
Consequences must play a role 

in the decision to get a tattoo. 
Is someone not going to like you 

anymore if you get inked? If you can’t 
handle some people not accepting you, a 
tattoo may not be the best idea. 

Tattoos are for people who mean what 
they say and don’t frequently change 
their minds. 

Tattoos are highly misunderstood 
and misconstrued in this society. People 
are so judgmental that they instantly 
stereotype a person with one or more 
tattoos as someone who is unintelligent 
and has no idea what he or she is doing.

For example, someone with John 
3:16 tattooed on the wrist is not going to 
prevent his or her abilities to do what he 
or she loves to do. Perhaps this is his or 
her way to embrace religion as one who 
carried around a religious item. 

In reality, tattoos don’t limit anyone. 
People do. 

“Tattoos are highly misunderstood 
and misconstrued in this society.”

Getting Inked
Tori Narby

Glory Days
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“With the amount of money the United 
States spends on black Friday just once 
every year we, could feed the hungry 

children in the world for two whole years 
or pay off  all credit card debt.”

Black Friday.
A day where even the most 

anti-social of people crawl out 
of their holes, pull on their parkas and 
unpack their dusty camping tents to bear 
the freezing cold weather in the hope of 
snagging a fantastic once-in-a-lifetime 
deal.
Throughout the United States, people 

of all ethnicities, races and religions 
come together on this “special” day 
after Thanksgiving, also known as Black 
Friday, at unbelievably ridiculous times 
to try and score the best 
deals at their favorite 
stores.
 Even people who don’t 

celebrate Christmas pop 
up a tent three days before 
the sale even starts in 
hopes of purchasing that 
90” flat screen television 
for thirty dollars less. 
People pull out their credit 
cards and buy whatever 
they can find for a deal, 
even if they don’t need it at all. 
According to US News and World 

Report, Americans spent 52 billion 
dollars last year. 
Seriously? Fifty-two billion dollars? 
With the amount of money consumers 

on Black Friday, we could feed the 
hungry children in the world or pay off  
all credit card debt. 
Americans wonder why their credit 

cards are burning holes in their pockets. 
Have they ever thought maybe it’s 
because they spend so much money on 
ridiculous needs? Of course, everybody 
would like a flat screen bigger than their 
house and a phone that basically does 
everything except think for them, but 
we could live without them — and live a 
pretty nice life too. 
Black Friday has become one of the 

most commercialized holidays there 
is. People decide they suddenly need 

something that they have been living 
without their entire lives. I will even 
admit to being a Black Friday junkie, 
because let’s be real: Who doesn’t 
want a couple of bucks off in this lousy 
economy? 
Black Friday represents the material 

wants of people, and sometimes it’s the 
only way for some people to be able 
to afford gifts for Christmas. I know I 
wouldn’t have half of the things I do if 
it wasn’t for the glorious day known as 
Black Friday. 

For Americans, Black Friday is like a 
Blue Light Special at Kmart. They go 
crazy knocking into people like it’s the 
end of the world and there is only one 
life raft left to save them. No people, it’s 
not the end of the world; if someone gets 
the last Betty Talks A Lot Doll and you 
don’t, please remain sane. 
I believe Black Friday is a great way 

to get really awesome deals, but I do 
not believe spending thousands upon 
thousands of dollars is necessary — 
neither is smashing into people so hard 
it leaves bruises. 
I have been permanently scared from 

people pushing me down, punching me 
and smashing me into shelves as I went 
to grab an item off of a shelf that I’m 
unfortunately to short to reach. Come on 
people. Is a pot holder seriously going 
to make or break your life? Is it worth 
punching me in the face for? I don’t 
think so. 

People act like Black Friday is actually 
Christmas; they run around screaming 
like mad men as they grab everything and 
anything they can find before someone 
else can.
 I personally believe a person’s true 

character shines through on Black Friday. 
Sure, “Susie Sunshine” and “Bobby 
Bigfoot” can be the nicest people in the 
world; however, when they see those 
disco ball Uggs or life-size football, they 
go crazy. Their veins start to pop out of 
their foreheads and their eyes start to 

twitch uncontrollably as 
someone reaches for what 
they claim is “theirs.” 
When that happens, I 
would run. Fast. 
As I mentioned earlier, 

Black Friday is one of 
the most commercialized 
holidays there is. People 
make it a priority to wake 
up  as early as possible 
and spend as much 

money as they possibly can before the 
sale ends. 
   Black Friday really shows just how 

bad our economy has become. People 
are willing to stand outside for 12 hours 
and injure people just to get a good deal.  
No, I’m not saying we as American 
consumers are crazy or psychotic or 
anything; all I’m saying is people go 
crazy for a good deal. 
Black Friday is a day when people 

can buy their loved ones gifts without 
breaking the bank. Get a good deal and 
have a little excitement. 
Unfortunately, people take it to far. 

They believe a good deal equals a fight 
to the death to get that last flat screen. 
So folks, next time you’re going Black 

Friday shopping, remember this: Keep 
calm, everything will be okay and please 
refrain from using violence. 
Black Friday is supposed to be fun, so 

do just that. Have fun. 

Shop ’Til You Drop
Angela Gusbar

Crooked Angel
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Ask for Viking Special to redeem. Expires 12/20/2012. 

+

20 oz

$

4

99

Bring this coupon  

to Zepp’s any day  

after school

330-966-9453

1108 S. Main Street  

(next to Cake Lady)

@ZeppsPizza

2012
“2012,” a film directed by Roland Emmerich, follows a family as they survive many near-death instances and 
survive the end of the world. As you may assume, of course, this movie is dramatized. While many people 
believe events like this could actually happen on Doomsday; personally, the idea of California sinking into 
the ocean isn’t exactly on my “what will happen in the future” list, but you never know what could happen 
in this crazy world. The film portrays Mother Nature’s wrath at its worst. “2012” is sure to give people chills; 
it’s the kind of movie that spreads mass panic throughout the world. Hearing about the possibility of events 
like the ones that happen in “2012” can make a person panic, but also wonder about the many possibilities 
that are thought to happen. 

1 
War of the Worlds
Aliens. This movie, based upon a science fiction novel and is a remake of the 1953 classic of the same name. 
When a massive alien attack falls upon earth, a family sets out on a quest for survival. Earth is in chaos and 
the one thought on everyone’s mind is to survive. “War of the Worlds” portrays the idea of aliens attacking 
and mass extinction. Some people believe the aliens will take over by force and will have no value for hu-
man life. Movies such as “War of the Worlds” are the kinds of movies that really make people wonder: Are 
we alone? Will the world end like this? This Sci-Fi flick is sure to make you question what you know, and 
maybe even what you don’t. 

2 
Night of the Living Dead
The concept of zombies is something many people don’t truly understand. Where humanity got the concept 
of flesh eating, virus carrying dead people is beyond me. Though we all love a good zombie, well, maybe not 
all of us, “Night of the Living Dead” follows a brother, sister and six other refugees as they battle for their 
chance of survival. Theories of a zombie apocalypse are being studied and analyzed; however, being bitten 
by a zombie definitely is not on my what I want to happen in the future list.3

From alien invasions to natural disasters, Hollywood has truly mastered the apoca-
lyptic genre. Since Orson Welles’ Halloween Eve broadcast of H.G. Wells’ “War of the 
Worlds” in 1938, America has embraced the thrill of possible global annihilation. Here 
is a look at the top three cinematic views of
Commentary by Dylanni Smith
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 of Ohio L.L.C.














Winter registration for 
our adult and youth 

sports began Nov. 12.

Call today to check availability.
These spaces fill quickly!

www.firstfriendssports.com

330-966-6868

Like us on Facebook!

The News Depot

220 Market Ave. S. 
Canton, OH 44720

330-454-4441
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Drama club brings Capra classic to the stage

Everyone, at some point in life, feels 
life was nearly worthless. Some-
times it feels like the entire world 

is pushing down and simply giving up on 
everything that seems like a good idea. 
Often, it takes something big to make the 
realization of the good things in life. “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” is based on the 1946 film 
of the same name.

George Bailey lives a simple life. Slight-
ly deaf in one ear from rescuing his little 
brother from drowning, he is a big-hearted 
individual who has a loving wife, Mary, 
four children and a beautiful home. How-
ever, on Christmas Eve, he fell into finan-
cial trouble with the bank and was tempted 
to throw himself off a bridge.

Co-director Mr. Darrell Woods said it 
takes the help of a guardian angel to help 
George realize his importance in life.

“George reached the lowest point in his 
life,” he said. “An angel intercedes to show 
him that his life is actually good.”

Junior Katy Campanaro, who plays 
George’s wife, Mary, said while there are 
many humorous moments in the play, the 
message is very serious. 

“The ending will be really heartfelt,” 
she said.

Campanaro also mentioned a very new 
and interesting twist the Drama Club will 
be taking on with the play. 

“We’re doing the show in black and 
white,” she said. Campanaro said the dra-
ma club will be wearing colors like black, 
white, navy and ivory to give the audience 
a feeling for the time period.

“It’s very classy,” she said.
Woods said the holiday classic will be 

enjoyed by viewers. 
“We’re hoping the audience in a sea-

sonal mood,” he said. “We hope it creates 
a fun response. The play is family-based. 
The message it sends is a positive one: the 
fact that everyone’s life is important.” 

Campanaro added the cast will “come 

out with a sense of accomplishment.”
The cast has been working on the pro-

duction for several weeks in order to pre-
pare for the play.

“Auditions started back in September, 
and we’ve been rehearsing every day after 
school until five, except for Fridays,” senior 
Tyler Horn said. “We’ve all been memoriz-
ing lines as soon as possible and right now 
we’re working on character development.”

In terms of experience, Campanaro said 
Drama Club helped her grow as an actress. 
She has been in every Drama Club play 
since she was in sixth grade.

“I love drama club,” she said. “I feel we 
all improve so much throughout the year.”

While putting on a play can take time 
and hard work, a good experience is always 
highly rewarding.

Woods said he enjoys helping the stu-
dents create the production.

“It’s always fun to see a different side 
of the students, working on some of their 

strengths, such as speaking in public,” he 
said.

In addition to memorizing lines, block-
ing and becoming the characters, students 
had the chance to bond with other cast 
mates and develop lasting relationships af-
ter the final curtain call. 

Woods said the best part of putting on 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” is the ability to just 
sit back and watch the show.

“You always get excited to see it all fall 
into place on opening night,” he said. n
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(clockwise top left) Freshman Katelyn 
Stewart makes a phone call. n Senior Kir-
by Flowers takes a break during rehearsal. 
n (from left) Sophomore Griffin Stryker, 
juniors Graham Arnold, Samantha DiGia-
como, and Josh Woods rehearse a scene. 
The play opens Nov. 16. 

Tori Narby
Staff Writer

“It’s a Wonderful Life”

Presented by Hoover High Drama Club

Nov. 16 at 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 17 at 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 18 at 2:00 p.m.

Tickets at the door: $8.00
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Pianos  Digitals  Drums   
Amps  Guitars  Synthesizers  
Recording  Pro Sound  Sales 

 Service  Rentals
WANTED: YOUR OLD GUITAR

SALES: 330-478-2111
REPAIR: 330-478-9411

FAX: 330-478-2601
www.cantonmusiccity.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11-8
Fri. 11-5:30  Sat. 10-6

3208 Whipple Ave. NW
Canton, OH 44718

BRAD LAIRD
Guitar Instruction  Performer-Recording Artist

B and C
Acoustic Duo

bandcduo@live.com
330-478-2111 (work)
330-617-3998 (cell)

You can have the most amazing senior 
portraits!  Get a FREE session now and 
another session in the summer. Be a senior 
model for Paul Floyd Photography. Apply at 

www.paulfloydphotography.com.

I can only take a limited number from each school.

“I did the model program last year and had so much fun!  I 
love Marilyn Monroe and wanted to include that somehow 
in my photographs. Paul came up with some great ideas 
and old Hollywood style lighting that looked really cool. 
The studio has so many cool props and chairs and so 
many things to pose with it’s amazing! I really like how 
my photographs turned out...I couldn’t have asked for 
better!”  — Katie Livick 

Family Owned Since 1959
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Jason Aldean Taylor Swift
Red

Benjamin Gibbard
Former Lives Night Train

-Hannah Rocco -Alexandra 
Miller

-Lauren Henley

“Former Lives,” Gibbard’s first of-
ficial solo album, is not what you 
might expect. Fortunately for many 
Death Cab For Cutie fans, a sound 
similar to that of Death Cab’s “Nar-
row Stairs” is carried throughout 
the album, and shines through 
in “Dream Song” and “Teardrop 
Windows.” Gibbard also shows off 
his own unique style in songs like 
“Duncan, Where Have You Gone?” 
The lyrics, all written by Gibbard 
himself, tells the details of his 
marriage with now ex-wife Zooey 
Deschanel, and give the album 
a pretty sarcastic tone. This is a 
side of Gibbard not often shown in 
Death Cab For Cutie, and it’s a nice 
and much-needed change of pace. 

After weeks of anticipation, Tay-
lor Swift finally released her fourth 
studio album, “Red,” on Oct. 22. 
This album is probably not the Tay-
lor Swift all of us are used to hear-
ing, it is better. This album mixes 
country with pop for upbeat tunes 
like her first single, “We are Never 
Ever Getting Back Together,” but 
also has a lot of emotion and feel-
ing in the songs “Ronan” and “Be-
gin Again.” The title song, “Red,” 
has a great beat and awesome lyr-
ics that will make you want to sing 
along all day. This isn’t just anoth-
er breakup album for Taylor Swift. 
So if you’re looking to check out 
something great, check out this al-
bum.

Country music star Jason Aldean 
released his fifth album “Night 
Train,” on Oct. 16. This album 
contains 15 tracks and has many 
great songs, such as “Night Train 
and “Take a little ride”. Both of 
these songs are catchy and will 
have you hitting the replay button 
all day. This album also includes 
the song “The Only Way I Know 
How,” which features Luke Bryan 
and Eric Church. “The Only Way I 
Know How,” is country with a little 
twist of rap and would have to be 
my favorite of all the other songs. 
If you are a fan of country music 
then I definitely recommend that 
you check this new album out. It 
really is worth while. 
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Flight

Meet Billy— a seemingly average man who continuously visits 
his comatose wife who has consumed tainted food.
Yet in an instant, his life will change.
It all begins when Billy discovers a note on his car: “If you 

don’t take this note to the police and get them involved, I will 
kill a lovely blonde schoolteacher. If you do take this note to 
the police, I will instead kill an elderly woman active in charity 
work. You have six hours to decide. The choice is yours.” 
Billy then brings the note to his longtime friend and policeman 

Lanny Olson who thinks the note is most likely a hoax. Billy 
decides to ignore it. 
In the morning, he discovers that a blonde school teacher has 

been brutally murdered and realizes that he has been thrown 
into chasm of mystery and murder. 
As the story continues, Billy receives note after note from this 

unknown murderer, with his time to decide becoming shorter 
and shorter. 
He realizes he is in trouble but can do nothing about it be-

cause the murderer has linked every murder in small ways to 
Billy. If he goes to the police, they will most likely condemn him 
instead of the actual murderer. 
As the story progresses, Billy sees more and more people die, 

knowing that it is he who has condemned them. He lives ex-
pecting to receive the next note, but one note pushes Billy too 
far. He receives it on his computer and it says, “My last killing: 
midnight Thursday. Your suicide: soon thereafter.” 
He knows this threat is toward his wife because she is the only 

thing keeping him alive, and he is willing to go to great lengths 
to protect her. He is now in a race against time to save his 
wife’s life and to rid the world of a twisted person. 
Will he succeed?
All of the cunning plot twists and great amount of suspense 

complete this Dean Koontz novel. 
For those looking for an exciting book from beginning to end, 

Velocity is the answer. 
 —Andrew Falce 

     

Denzel Washington has once again proven his acting ability when he 
plays the part of Captain Whip Whitaker in the movie “Flight.” Whip 
Whitaker is an ex-Navy pilot ace who became a domestic airline cap-
tain. The catch: Whitaker is suffering from alcoholic and substance 
abuse. Initially, I thought this plot would hold my attention through-
out the movie.
I was sadly mistaken.
In the opening scene, Whitaker is awakened inside the cockpit of his 

jet amidst an instrument malfunction. As the plane alarmingly travels 
from heaven to earth, Whitaker tries his utmost to save the plane and 
the passengers within. Even though intoxicated, Whitaker guides the 
plane down to quasi-safe landing. Most of the crew and passengers 
survive the traumatic ordeal.
“Flight” should of ended after the plane is saved. Don’t get me wrong, 

I like a good drama flick but this doesn’t take flight. The movie boils 
down to a potrayal of the American system. To save money, lawyers 
and insurance companies start blaming Whitaker for the crash and try 
to pin him as a menace to society. The rest of the flick is a back and 
forth of trying to prove and disprove that theory about the movie’s 
“hero.”
All and all, “Flight” was a boilerplate movie worthy of a night at the 

theatre, but not home collection caliber. The first half is the most ex-
hilirating allotment; afterward is a tempest of boredom.

                                                             —Chris “Crispy” Parker 
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Drywall Services & Acoustical Ceilings
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

330.526.1227
330.806.0804

For the past five years, a Hoover girl 
has claimed the Federal League 
Runner of the Year title. This year, 

junior Sydney Lautzenheiser kept that 
streak alive.
“It felt good to keep the tradition of 

Hoover running going,” she said. 
Lautzenheiser’s coach, Mr. David Neitzelt, 

said he is proud of her success.
“Knowing her accomplishments, she 

continues to put on a strong showing this 
season,” he said.” 
According to Neitzelt, Lautzenheiser’s 

work ethic determines her success.
“The key to being a great runner is self 

discipline,” he said. “Great runners are 
made in the winter, summer and weekends 
when nobody is there to make sure you’re 
keeping up with your mileage.”
More than anybody, Lautzenheiser’s 

parents said they see the determination and 
hard work displayed by their daughter.
 “She takes the sport very seriously 

and has big goals,” Todd and Michelle 
Lautzenheiser said.  “She would like to 
run in college in Colorado.  In addition 
to running almost daily, year round, she 
adds in additional training in different 
environments such as Boulder, Colorado, 
for high altitude.”  
Neitzelt said he sees Lautzenheiser’s hard 

work as a great example for other runners.
“Sydney leads the team by example,” he 

said. “I feel all of the girls have personally 
witnessed her successes as a runner and 
have seen that what you put into your sport 
is what you get out of it.” 
As other runners may look to Lautzenheiser 

as inspiration, she said she has role models 
of her own — including 2011 Hoover 
graduate and fomer Hoover Cross Country 
runner Sarah Polatas
Neitzelt explained how a student athlete is 

chosen for such a title. 

“Each year, coaches 
from the Federal 
League vote,” he said. 
“Boy and girl runners 
are nominated and the 
coaches say yes or 
no. This year, Sydney 
deserved it.” 
Lautzenheiser’s parents 

said they know she 
deserved the award.
“She was voted Federal 

League Runner of the 
Year unanimously by 
the coaches within the 
league,” they said. “We 
think that speaks for 
itself. Sydney is a good 
runner and has all of the 
attributes that will make her great.” 
Nietzelt agreed  Lautzenheiser has great 

ability and attributes that add to her talent 
as an athlete.
“Sydney is a strong competitor not only 

physically but mentally,” he said. “She 
worked hard this season and her hard work 
paid off.” 
Lautzenheiser’s parents said they have 

seen her develop over the years as a person 

and a runner and are proud of they way she 
has utilized her skills.
“We believe that we each have 

a responsibility to make full use of 
the talents we have been blessed with,” 
they said. “When she started running at the 
age of seven, we felt that she had a special 
ability. We are proud of her for working 
hard and striving to use that ability to its 
fullest.” n

Sydney Lautzenheiser 
claims Federal League 
Runner of the Year title

A step ahead

Trent Cash
Staff Writer
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Angela Gusbar
Staff Writer

Top of their game
Girls golf goes to states for first time since ‘02

Dedication, determination and per-
severance are just some of the ef-
forts displayed by the girls golf 

team this season. 
There was a goal in sight: states. On Oct. 

18, they achieved 
their goal.

This is the first 
time the team has ad-
vanced to states since 
2002, and coach Mr.  
Scott Snyder said he 
was pleased with the 
outcome of not only states but for the sea-
son as a whole.

“This season was not only an accom-
plishment because we went to states,” he 
said. “We had a great year beginning to 
end.”  

The team placed eighth in the state, and 
Snyder said the girls played hard as a team; 
as a result, the outcome was ultimately tre-
mendous. 

“Eighth place as a team was the high-
est finish we have had in history,” he said. 
“The girls were definitely hungry to qualify 

this year.”
Junior Danica Steiner and sophomores 

Stephanie Heckathorn, Gabby Minor and 
Amanda Demusey are already looking for-
ward to next year’s season. 

“I’m looking forward to continuing my 

golf career and improving my score like I 
know I can,” Steiner said.  

Snyder said much of the girls’ success is 
attributed to their sense of teamwork.

“The girls went to states already know-
ing they have achieved their major goal,” 
he said. “The girls went in as a team and 

competed as a team. 
Team concept far out-
ways the individual ac-
complishments.” 

DiPietro said the 
girls are not just team-
mates. 

“This experience has 
really bonded us as a team and as friends,” 
she said. 

Steiner said the girls are coming out of 
the 2012 season with nothing but high ex-
pectations.

“I can’t wait to see what we will all bring 
to the table next year,” she said. 

The girls golf team had four seniors this 
year: Mackenzie DiPietro, Katie Casey, 
Kaitlynn Shaffer and Kelsey Simpson, 
who finished their high school golf careers 
strongly.

Last year as a junior, senior Mackenzie 
DiPietro individually qualified for states 
and made All-Ohio second team. Deter-
mined to improve, DiPietro said she feels 
her efforts paid off.

“It was like a dream come true,” she 
said. She is now the assistant coach be-
cause of her accomplishments throughout 
her high school career. 

Dipietro said she believes the girls 
should step out of this season with their 
heads held high. 

“We weren’t sure if we were even going 
to qualify, so when we found out we did, 
the feeling was unbelievable,” she said.  

Snyder said the girls finished off their 
season well, and he is proud of the team. 

“They are more than happy with the 
results of their season in golf,” he said. 
“They went in strong and for them they 
came out on top even if they didn’t receive 
first place. 

All in all, Snyder said he considers the 
2012 girls golf season a success.

“It was really just an awesome season,” 
he said. n

“The girls were definitely hungry to 
qualify this year.” 
— Scott Snyder }{
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The Cleveland Indians were out of 
play-off contention for a solid two 
months. Most people stopped car-

ing because little mattered besides their 
draft spot. When the Cavaliers had the 
second worst record in basketball, the 
only important matter was the draft lot-
tery. What if there was a way that made 
every game literally matter? The answer 
is a system called relegation, and it is 
used in most soccer leagues.

Positives
The system is hard to under-

stand. How it works is there are 
multiple divisions. The last placed  
three teams from the top divisions 
are dropped down to the 
lower division and the top 
three from the lower division 
come up and play in the top 
division. Imagine nervously 
watching the Indians hoping 
they can continue to play in 
the MLB. What if you had 
to watch the Indians play 
against the Chattanooga Lookouts 
in a Triple A game?  There are 
many positives and negatives to 
relegation, one being money. If a 
team gets sent down they will probably 
lose TV and sponsor deals. The loss of 
money will motivate owners to be more 
aggressive and try to make moves to save 
their team. A system like this will also 
motivate players to play their hardest. If 

you get moved down to a lower division 
you will make less money. Most impor-
tantly it makes every game matter. Think 
of a team like the Chicago Cubs in a one 
game series to decide if they stay in the 
MLB or a minor league team such as the 
Columbus Clippers will become the new-
est MLB franchise. 

Negatives
There will obviously be some nega-

tives to this system and if anything like 
this is ever put in place it will be met with 

public backlash. The first problem would 
be money. Many franchises would feel 
like they shouldn’t be forced to leave the 
league if they have one bad season. Sport-
ing events create so much in revenue for 
major franchises that having to play in a 

lower division that attracts less fans would 
hurt certain teams beyond repair. It could 
turn into an equivalent to the college foot-
ball death penalty. Another major issue is 
how to move around minor league team 
and trying to turn them into lower division 
teams. It would take ten years at the least 
to let players come up through the system. 
Major riots would break out if any team 
with a large fan base was relegated. In 
2011 major Argentinean club River Plate 
was relegated for the first time in the clubs 
110 year history. Police and riot preven-

tion crews were everywhere and fans 
were trying to storm the field near 
the end of the game. Though soccer 
fans get very intense, baseball fans 

can get just as upset as 
soccer fans. A Chicago 
Cubs riot could have 
half a million people 
if every Cubs fan in 50 
miles shows up, (sorry 
for hating on the Cubs 
by the way.)

Overall
Though highly unlikely it will 

ever happen, it would be fun to 
think of what teams would be 

kicked out of the MLB or what teams 
would get to keep fighting.

Relegation 
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Corbit’s Corner

— Tyler Corbit

What if there was a way 
that made every game 

literally matter?
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Hockey

Football Swimming

Wrestling

The first Vikings pre-season hockey 
game will be on Nov. 9 against  the 
Mighty Barons Sled Hockey team. 
The team’s second game will be on 
Nov. 16 against  Kent Roosevelt. Both 
games will be held at Center Ice.

Soon the Hoover Vikings wrestling 
team will be starting off their sea-
son. The first practice will be on Fri-
day, Nov.  9.   The first JV invitational 
will be on Saturday, Dec. 1 at  Lake.

The Hoover swimming/diving season 
officially began on Thursday,  Nov. 1. 
The team’s first meet will be on Nov. 
30 at Hudson. The next meet will be 
on Saturday, Dec. 1 at Massillon.

Our Hoover Vikings football team 
ended the season strongly. They 
defeated Jackson on Oct. 26 with a 
score of  40-7. This took us to the 
playoffs, where we were matched 
against McKinley. The Vikings lost a 
tough game with a score of  29-36. 
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Story by  Liz Deeds n Photo by Madeline Fechheimer

Story by  Macie Moneypenny n Photo by Emily Plaver

Every Friday, hundreds of people pour into Don Hertler Sr. Memorial Sta-
dium to support the football team under the lights. The crowd roars as the 

Hoover Vikings run through the tunnel on to the field.
Junior Nick Graham has been playing football since the fourth grade and he 

was inspired to play while watching the pros. 
Graham lettered his sophomore year which is quite the accomplishment in the 

sport of football. 
Junior Jake Garfield has been playing football with Graham for a total of 

seven years; three years in elementary and middle school and four years in black 
and orange. 

Garfield said that Graham is a valuable player on the team, as well as a good 
friend.

“Nick is a hard-worker and is determined to do his part for the good of the 
team,” Garfield said. 

Garfield said the best memory he has playing with Graham is when they beat 
GlenOak this past season because everybody on the team came together and 
accomplished something great. He also said the odds were against the Vikings 
which made the win feel that much better. 

Graham said his favorite part about football is playing under the lights.
“Nothing is better than playing with the friends you grew up with on Friday 

nights,” he said.

Making the high school varsity team for any sport is an incredibly challenging 
thing to do for anyone. Freshman Alexis Herrera not only made the varsity 

soccer team but she was a starter for the team.
Herrera said she believes being a key player on a soccer team is difficult. 

“There is definitely a lot of pressure but it only makes you work harder and become 
a better player,” she said.

Teammate and best friend Sara Horning, a former freshman that also started on 
the varsity team, said she has nothing but positive things to say about Alexis.

“I think Alexis did great as a freshman on varsity, she fits right in with everyone 
and she plays really well with everyone on the team,” she said.

Herrera said she was able to accomplish two of her main goals this season.
“My goals this season was to score and become good friends with the other 

players, which both I achieved,” she said.
Horning said how well Herrera got along with everyone.
“All the girls love her and she’s a great forward,” she said. “I can defi-

nitely see Alexis being a major leader on the team in the future seasons, she 
already did lead the team this season.”

 Horning said Herrera was someone to look out for.
“Alexis was a great addition to the team and she definitely has a great 

future with soccer.”
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(clockwise from top left) Junior alex Binnie prepares for the snap 
in a game against Lake. hoover won 31-24. n sophomore Michael 
hoskinson plays the trumpet at the halftime show. n seniors drew 
Vargo, rob deMarco, nate shreve and Yanni tsangeos lead the 
student section in a game supporting breast cancer awareness. n 
Freshmen spencer skelley, alexis Montague and Megan shrigley 
cheer at a home game against Wilson-ontario.
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