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Letter from the 
editors
Dear Readers,

As we near the end of autumn and the seasons begin to change again,   we can expect the cold weather that Ohio has in store for us within the next   few months. Many of us will hole  up at home in our rooms and snuggle in  with  a book and hot chocolate. You might also find yourself  picking up your   iPod and plugging in your  headphones, the tunes of your favorite artists lulling   you into a post-autumn stupor. 
You would not be alone in that; it seems as though teens, (the newspaper   staff included), are becoming more and more obsessed with their music   as the years go on. In this issue of The Viking Views, we explore music   throughout the generations, and the way these different genres have   influenced the teens of their ages. 
From pop to hip-hop and everything in-between, teenagers love   their music; no matter what the decade may be. Since the point when   music became important to us as pre-teens to now, in highschool, our   tastes in music and the types of songs themselves have been transformed   into something that screams of our generation and the way we feel about   the world. So the next time you pull out your ipod and flip to your favorite   song, think about how your music has effected you throughout your life.
Now kick back to your favorite tune and drown out the world.
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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspa-

per produced 9 times a year to approximately 
1,900 students and staff, as well as members of 
the community. As student editors make content 
decisions independently of the school’s staff 
and administration, the paper is considered a 
forum for student opinion. It is therefore exempt 
from prior review or restraint in both principle 
and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and en-
couraged. Letters must be signed, but, upon 
request, they may be published anonymously 
at the discretion of the staff. The Viking Views 
reserves the right to edit letters for space and 
content in order to maintain the paper’s high 
standards against obscenity, libelous mate-

rial, and personal attacks. Letters that exhibit a 
blatant disregard for such standards will not be 
considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of 
a majority of the editorial board. No one indi-
vidual may be held responsible for the opinions 
expressed therein. Signed editorials and col-
umns reflect the opinion of the writer and not 
The Viking Views, adviser or school. The Viking 
Views takes all measures possible to make a 
clear distinction between fact and opinion in all 
news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views 
will print retractions as they are brought to the 
attention of the staff.          

 -The Editors

Cover: Retro cassettes 
represent the changing 
music of generations. 
(Design by Megan Sigler)
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AROUND THE WORLD   NOVEMBER 2011

St. Louis, USA
At the end of a staggering 
seven game series, the St. 
Louis Cardinals beat the 
Texas Rangers to come away 
with their 11th World Series 
championship.

Managua, Nicaragua
Daniel Ortega, president of Nica-
ragua, won re-election with 62.7% 
of the votes in a landmark victory. 
In the streets of Managua, his sup-
porters poured out to celebrate his 
second presidential term.

Dingzhou, China
Although this picture may 

evoke thoughts of baseball, 
this salesman sells 6,000 

steel and wooden bats 
a month as a defensive 

weapon.

New York City, USA
Protestors continue to oc-
cupy Wall Street and fight 
the wealthy businessmen 
over alleged injustices on 

their part.
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05PATRON 
SUBSCRIBERS

The Barbush Family
The Baxter Family
Dr. Charles E. Belles, 
Optometrist
Belmont Business Systems
and The Crofford Family
Drs. Rhonda and Andrea 
Company, DDS
Chris and Lee Ann Devore
Forever Memories Custom
Quilts
Dr. Gary L. Giammarco, DDS
Jordan D. Greenwald
Mike and Sherry Huth
Key Investment Services LLC, 
Peggy Yoos, Financial Advi-
sor
Kumon Math & Reading 
Center of North Canton
Law Offices of Sandra L. 
Merrill
The Livick Family
North Canton Veterinary 
Clinic
Dr. Ted A. Rath, Optometrist
The Swope Family - Troy,
Deshaun, Nick and Lucas

OHIO NEWS

Newark, OH
A deer crashes through a Lick-
ing Valley School District bus 
landing seven rows back. No 
students were on the bus and 
the driver was not seriously 
injured.

Youngstown, OH
Youngstown currently has 
the highest concentration 

of poverty among 100 
other metro areas in the 

United States, with a rate 
of 49.7% from the loss of 

steel industry jobs. 

Cleveland , Ohio
Actor Matthew Fox requested a jury 

trial Nov. 3  in a civil lawsuit. A driver  
of a chartered party bus claims the 

former Lost star punched her in the 
breast,  groin, arms and legs Aug. 28.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT
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06
Honoring heroism 
Hoover, nation observe Veteran’s Day 
Xavier Carr
Staff Writer

Hoover’s commemoration of 
Veteran’s Day was broadcasted to 
students throughout the building 

during third period Nov. 11. Although 
Hoover has commemorated Veteran’s Day 
since 1999, this presentation was slightly 
different than in years past. 

Perhaps the most notable change was the 
strictly digital approach; prior to this year, 
seniors went to the auditorium and watched 
presenters honor America’s veterans. 

However, the presentation this year 
featured Travis Moldovan, a 2009 graduate 
of Hoover and Lance Corporal of the United 
States Marine Corps, as well as a short 
story narrated by World War II veteran Mr. 
Dale Frantz.

Junior Mindy Moldovan, brother of 
Travis Moldovan, said he has 
always wanted to serve his 
country.

“Ever since he was five, he 
was wanting to join some sort 
of military service after my 
grandparents served,” she said. 
“It wasn’t surprising [to me].”

Travis Moldovan said when 
he was younger, there were many 
factors influencing him to join the military.

“Growing up, I was always playing with 
G.I. Joes, action figures, carrying around the 
fake rifles and dressing up in camouflage 
and playing war with my friends,” he said. 
“My grandfather was also in the Marine 
Corps.”

Long before her brother joined the 
military, Mindy Moldovan said she was 
still a supporter of the armed forces.

“I was still strong on military because 
my grandpa was in the Marine Corps and 
fought in the Korean War; my other one 
was in the Army and fought in World War 
II,” she said.

Mindy Moldovan said her support 
only grew stronger her when her brother 
enlisted.

“I cared a lot more since I’m a lot closer 
to my brother and I didn’t know what was 
going to happen when he enlisted,” she 
said.

Travis Moldovan said his family is 
proud and supportive of him even while he 
was overseas.

“I can’t ask for 
any more from 
them for all their 
support,” he said. 
“All of the letters I 
got from them while 
I was in Afghanistan 
and just all of the 
support back home 
definitely meant a 
lot.”

Mindy Moldovan 
said she was happy 
Hoover decided to 
honor her brother 
for the Veteran’s 
Day presentation.

“It makes me feel 
good that he was interviewed because it 
shows a lot of people at Hoover care about 

him,” she said.
Principal Mr. Anthony Pallija said the 

presentation will have a particular impact 
on students.

“I think [they] will have a real 
appreciation for how real it is,” he said.

Video productions instructor Mr. Tom 
Wilson said the purpose of Veteran’s Day 
is simply to honor those that have served.

“We take it for granted what they do— 
securing freedom and protecting liberty,” 
he said.

Pallija agreed and said he loves the 
saying “freedom is not free.”

“If you want to know what Veteran’s 
Day is, it’s people fighting for freedom,” 
he said. “People gave up a certain part of 
their life [in order to protect ours].”

Wilson said this presentation is meant to 
highlight this sacrifice for freedom with an 
interesting and local spin.

“I think what we’re able to do is bring 
stories you may not hear,” he said. “This 
year, we have [Travis Moldovan] who 

is just a year or two older than students 
here.”

Although Travis Moldovan’s appearance 
in the presentation has 
made his sister happy, 
she said the distance 
due to his service can 
be difficult, but even 
then, she said she stays 
optimistic.

“The worst part 
would be not being able 
to see him,” she said. 

“I’m not really a negative person so I don’t 
even think to myself, ‘is he going to make 
it back okay?’” 

Despite the distance, she said it has 
brought their family closer together.

“We’re a lot closer together,” Mindy 
Moldovan said. “[My older sister that has 
just graduated from college] came over a 
lot more when he was in Afghanistan.”

Given the many ways to observe 
Veteran’s Day, it could be hard to find 
out what is the most meaningful way to 
commemorate it. Travis Moldovan said it is 
important to be appreciative, especially of 
those who have lost their lives in combat.

“One of my buddies, his name was 
Corporal Nolen, didn’t make it back, so 
[I’m going to reflect on him] this Veteran’s 
Day,” he said. “That’s why I hope to stay 
in the Marine Corps, to carry on his legacy 
and honor him [and] the ones who gave 
their lives; they’re the heroes.” n
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n An honor guard presents the colors during the      
annual Veteran’s Day Observance at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. Veteran’s Day 
was observed Nov. 11.

“We take it for granted what they do 
— securing freedom and protecting 

liberty.”
-Mr. Tom Wilson
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07Let your voice be heard
Hoover students exercise their right to vote

More than two centuries ago, 
America’s forefathers fought 
the royal crown in America’s 

Revolutionary War. In 1783, the war 
finally came to its end, and Americans 
everywhere gained 
independence from 
the English crown. In 
the beginning, only 
wealthy white males 
had the right to vote. 
Today, all Americans 
over the age of 18 
enjoy this right. 

Students at Hoover 
are no exception. The 
most recent local 
election occurred Nov. 8, and senior Kate 
Pelini was one of many who made it out to 
the polls. She explained why she was ready 
to participate in the electoral process. 

“My dad and I had been talking about 
being able to vote since I turned eighteen 
in June,” she said. “It’s a right of passage 
that I’ve always looked forward to. Plus, 
it’s so neat to know that my vote and my 
opinions actually do count now. After 
taking government last year, my excitement 

“It’s a right of passage that I’ve always looked 
forward to. Plus, it’s so neat to know that 
my vote and my opinions actually do count 

now.”
-Kate Pelini

just kind of grew, and Mr. Cummings even 
gave me a Voter’s Guide this year to help 
me out.”

Additionally, senior Matthew Merriman 
said he enjoys political debate, and he said 
his family has traditionally been active 
politically and encouraged him to vote. 

“All of the issues are important, but I 
feel one sticks out above the rest,” he said. 
“Issue 2 is critical. The Ohio [legislature] 
passed a bill to constrict collective 
bargaining rights and therefore drastically 
limited the union power in Ohio.”

Even though some have achieved 
their right to vote, the process of voter 
registration can take time. AP Government 
teacher Mrs. Alberta Bowman explained 
the process involved.

“First of all, [the students] need to be 
18 before election and must send in their 
registration 30 days before the election,” 
she said. “On Election Day, the student 
must present some form of identification 
and sign so that the signatures can be 
compared. They do this to prevent voter 

fraud.”
Bowman also 

said children are 
highly influenced 
by their family, as 
the family is the 
most prominent 
factor in a child’s 
socialization.

“If [the 
children] vote, 
they’re motivated 

by their family, who has a history of 
voting,” she said. “Those who vote can be 
motivated by the newness of it. It’s a right 
of passage. Children want to vote for the 
first time.”

To Bowman’s point, Pelini agreed that 
her family has been a major agent due to the 
fact that she primarily discusses political 
issues with her family. 

Merriman lent even more credence 
to the notion that the family is a primary 
socialization agent.

“My parents have shaped and molded 
my voting habits,” Merriman said. “They 
have taught me how to vote based on our 
family values.”

However, not all of the American 
citizenry exercise their right to vote. 
According to statistics taken from the last 
presidential election, less than 60 percent 
of the population made it out to the polls. 

“Some folks right now are angry at the 
government because of the economy,” 
Bowman said. “Some people are just plain 
lazy, and others just don’t feel connected 
to the government. They feel someone 
else will do it for them.”

Finally, Pelini shared her thoughts of 
the electorate turn out to the polls. 

“I feel the results of the election would 
be very different from what we would 
expect,” she said. “It’s usually those with 
strong opinions who voice them, but 
there are always quiet ones who make 
up a larger portion than you may think. 
Anything could happen.” n

Clint Yoos
Staff Writer
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latest years.
Triner said that he feels “very fortunate” 

to have been both nominated and chosen to 
receive this award.

Triner’s fellow art teacher, Mrs. Janet 
Baran has been teaching for Hoover’s art 
education department for 24 years. 

“Mr. Triner has a great sense of humor 

and that is his gift.” Baran said. 
Three years after Baran’s arrival, Triner 

came to Hoover as a 
new art teacher. 

 “It’s not me; 
it’s a combination 
of great students, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
and my fellow 
co-teachers, Mrs. 
Baran and Mrs. 
Grandjean.” Triner 
said. 

Mrs. Janet Baran 
has been teaching 
art at Hoover High 
School for 23 years. 
She and Triner 
have been teaching 
alongside one 
another for all 21 
of Triner’s years in 
North Canton. 

 “Mr. Triner has 
been very dedicated 
to his job and 
spent tremendous 
amounts of time 
making sure his 
students have been 
successful.” Baran 
said.

H o w e v e r , 
Triner is not the 
only art teacher in 

08Recognizing excellence
Mr. Christopher Triner receives Ohio Arts Association award
Laura Kingsley
Staff Writer

“It’s not me; it’s a combination of 
great students, administrators, 
and my fellow co-teachers...”

-Mr. Christopher Triner

An adventure down F hallway will 
end at F3, a place engulfed in 
creativity. The ceiling is covered 

in elaborately painted ceiling tiles. The 
perfume of acrylic paint is a telltale sign of 
the atmosphere. 

This place is 
the classroom 
of Art teacher  
Christopher Triner. 

Triner, a 21 
year employee 
of Hoover High 
S c h o o l , w a s 
recently selected 
as a recipient of 
the “Outstanding 
Art Teacher Award” from the Ohio Arts 
Association. 

Triner ventured to the association’s 
annual conference, which was held in 
Dayton Nov. 11. 

“Students are probably happier than 
me,” Triner said, “They get a day off from 
me in November so I can go to Dayton to 
receive the award.”

The Ohio Art Education Association is 
a statewide representation of art teachers 
like Triner throughout Ohio. Each year a 
conference is held. Every year’s conference 
has a different theme. The 2011 theme is 
entitled “Visual eyes, 2011” 

Triner has been the recipient of other 
awards, the “Outstanding Art Teacher 
Award” being his latest achievement. 

He was selected to receive the “Master 
Teacher Award” in 2006 from the Martha 
Holden Jennings Foundation.

Again, in March of 2010, Triner was 
selected to receive the “2010 North Canton 
Endowment Fund Outstanding Educator 
grades six-12” from North Canton City 
Schools. 

However, the outstanding art teacher 
award has a contrary appeal to it, one not 
yet achieved by Triner until now. 

This award’s recipient must be nominated 
by art teachers in Ohio. Triner said it is the 
“first specifically for art and recognized by 
my art teaching peers.” 

The peer selection adds a silver lining 
to the other achievements Triner earned in 

North Canton to be given an award as of 
late. North Canton is creating a record of 
exceptional art teachers. 

“It is nice to see our own instructors 
from North Canton being awarded by the 
Ohio Art Educators’ Association,” Baran 
said, “In the last few years Mrs. Luke and 
Mr. Houston were both awarded honors.”

Triner’s former student, senior Emilee 
Kotnik said Triner was “very supportive,” 
adding he keeps things interesting in his 
class.

“His projects are fun, but he makes you 
figure it all out on your own,” she said.

Kotnik said Triner has impacted her life 
in many ways as a student — and as an 
artist.

 “He helped me grow,” she said. “[He] 
stays connected, and is definitely interested 
in what his past students are doing. I think 
he deserves this award.” n

n Mr. Christopher Triner assists an Art I student on a project. He received his award 
from the Ohio Arts Association Nov. 11.
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09The downfall of a dictator
Adare Chance
Staff Writer

Gaddafi faces torturous and brutal death from angry crowd

“I understand the outrage, but that 
is anarchy, and it can’t happen.”

-Mr. Glenn Cummings

On Oct. 20, 2011, Muammar Gaddafi 
was pronounced dead. Gaddafi 
was named commander in chief 

of the armed forces of Libya and chairman 
of the Revolutionary Command Council. 
According to biography.com, at age 27, he 
became ruler of Libya.

Libyan Deputy 
U.N. Ambassador, 
Ibrahim Dabbashi 
told the U.N. 
Security Council 
that Gaddafi died 
from wounds 
sustained before 
he was captured by 
Libyan fighters, according to Fox News.

Doctor Othman El-Zentani performed 
the autopsies and DNA testing on Gaddafi, 
his son and former Defense Minister Abu 
Bakr Younis. El-Zentani confirmed the 
identities of all three and determined that 
Gaddafi died from a shot to the head.

The New Yorker released a video of 
Gaddafi’s torture. The video showed the 
dictator being dragged down the street with 
his body half stripped. Many videos were 
taken of his death, one showing a visible 
head wound and another in which an angry 
crowd holds Gaddafi in their hands. He was 
alive, but not for long.

History teacher Glenn Cummings spoke 
on Gaddafi’s death and torment. 

“I understand the outrage,” Cummings 
said, “but that is anarchy, and it can’t 
happen.”

History teacher Mr. David Burtscher 
agreed. 

“I’m not shocked, and I’m not surprised,” 
he said. “These people have suffered a great 
deal for over forty years.” 

On Oct. 20, President Barack Obama 
announced the death of Qaddafi to the 
United States. 

“The dark shadow of tyranny has been 
lifted,” Obama said.

Cummings agreed.
 “He’s such a dangerous player that it is 

better that he is not there, but now we have 
to keep a close eye,” he said. “Maybe this 
will even lead to the United States getting 
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involved.”
Burtscher said he felt relief and 

satisfaction for the people of Libya. 
“They can now move on to create the 

style of government they want,” he said. 
According to Fox News, Gaddafi, his 

son and the defense minister were buried 
in a secret location. The graves were kept 
hidden, in part, to keep them from becoming 

shrines for tyranny.
“Libyans killed Gaddafi, and therefore 

burying him is their responsibility,” 
Cummings said. “He would have been 
worshiped, so it was probably a good idea 
for them.”

Burtscher said Gaddafi’s death is a type 
of warning to the world. 

“It shows the world that people don’t 
want to be ruled in tyranny,” he said.

President Obama wanted to send a 
message to Libya after the death of their 
dictator. 

“You have won your revolution,” he 

said. “And now, we will be a partner as 
you forge a future that provides dignity, 
freedom, and opportunity.”

Cummings compared Muammar 
Gaddafi’s death to the death of former Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. 

“Their government has been removed, 
so now you have a void,” Cummings said, 
“and the void is much scarier than the 

know.” 
Burtscher added Libya has many 

things to overcome. 
“I hope they eventually establish a 

democratic form of government,” he 
said. “It is very difficult to go from 
one style of government to another.”

Cummings was in agreement with 
Burtscher. 

“They have achieved the easier part of 
their goal,” he said. “True democracy will 
lead to anarchy. They have a rough road 
ahead.”

There were reports that Gaddafi was shot 
in both of his legs, but according to Fox 
News, the cause of his death was unclear. 
Doctor El-Zantani’s conclusion that he 
died of a shot to the head has the story of 
Gaddafi’s death approaching an end.

“It seemed like Gaddafi’s death was 
coming for some time,” Cummings said. 
“He has been the poster child for evil for 
over forty years.” n



features.The Viking Views

10

Monday mornings are often 
mundane with tedious note taking 
and lazy half hearted complaints 

of how early it still is. Conversations 
outside the classroom are alive and rich 
with the latest, newest and juiciest gossip 
of the past weekend.  

These words can be heard, “What 
happened?” Or  “Did you see what they 
posted on Twitter?” Whether rumor or truth, 
the result is the same: shock and awe. 

At the heart of this drama is the 
relationship — the one that just ended, the 
one that just began and, of course, who is 
hooking up with whom. 

The hook up vs. the relationship
Whether a simple kiss or something 

more, hooking up carries with it a broad 
definition. Whatever the student opinion, 
it is prevalent in this generation to ask the 
question: Are committed relationships a 
thing of the past?

Senior Carly Hartman lives this lifestyle 
and agreed it is the better choice. 

“We’re still in high school; relationships 
aren’t supposed to be super serious,” she 
said. “Most of the time, relationships end in 
breaking up, so why even start one? [That 
way,] it’s less complicated.” 

While Hartman believes it easier 
and more relaxed, senior Emily Bergert 
disagreed. Bergert, who has been in a long-

term relationship, doesn’t feel that hooking 
up is the new version of dating.

“I feel that people are scared of being 
in a relationship,” she said. “Not only [is 
there] the fear of falling in love, but the 
commitment that come along with it.”  

Bergert added she has experienced first-
hand most of the disadvantages and benefits 
by being in the relationship. 

One common struggle most teens go 
through in relationships is trust — trust 
to be obligated to one person faithfully. 
However, according to Hartman, hooking 
up eliminates the hurt and strings associated 
with commitment. 

“[Hooking up] is control free; you are 
free to have fun during high school,” she 
said. “Nothing is holding you back. Fewer 
feelings are hurt and less sacrifices are 
made.” 

However, Bergert said she has seen the 
hurt in non-committed relationships in her 
peers.

“I see people may regret their decision 
of hooking up with the person,” she said. 
“Some see it as a learning experience. I 
believe the majority see it as a mistake that 
they carry with them.” 

Bergert, who has watched some of her 
friends be involved in non-committed 
relationships over the years, said she has 
seen the heartache and regret. 

Hartman, however, disagreed.  
“I think it all depends on the person, the 

situation and the environment,”  she said. 
The expert opinion

Mrs. Lorie Brisbin-Shepler, Ph.D., is 
a 25-year practicing clinical psychologist 
who works on individual and family 
therapy. She said she believes teenagers 
who hook up see it as exciting. 

“[They] do not feel obligated to another 
person,” she said. “It allows them to keep 

The teenage years: forging a path through the hallways of not only school, but adolescence. Dur-
ing this time of awkward puberty and seemingly endless emotional drama, at the heart are the 
relationships. Who is the love of a lifetime? Who is the Friday night fling? While some students 
commit to traditional relationships, others embrace a more unorthodox way — the hook up. In 
a 21st-century world, it’s not easy being a teen. In fact... 

It’s Complicated
Story and photos by Lauren Saltis
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11their options open.” 
In addition to the excitement, there is 

the question of morality. While crossing 
boundaries is not a new concept, Shepler 
said teenagers blend these ideas.

“I believe the problem with this 
generation has to do with the need for 
instant gratification and entitlement,” she 
said about the “I want it now” stereotypical 
attitude of teenagers, “Young people seem to 
want instant gratification and relationships 
require hard work.” 

Shepler added the media aids in the 
popularity of non-committed relationships 
becoming widely accepted and popular.

“Teens may believe they are cool 
when they mimic the behaviors of reality 
television stars,” she said. “The media 
portrays these casual relationships as fun 
and exciting without showing the negative 
aspects such as contracting sexually 
transmitted diseases, pregnancy and loss of 
self-worth.” 

Even though most parents of today’s 
teenagers do not favor the idea of hooking 
up, they need to be aware and involved in 
their children’s lives. 

“It is important for parents to 
communicate that they are accepting and 
available to their teen at all times,” Shepler 
said.
The verdict 

Hartman said 
she does not think 
our generation is 
losing its morals 
or self-respect; 
rather, “we are 
becoming more 
accepting of each 
others ideas, 
choices and 
actions.” 

“I don’t think 
as many people 
look down on 
it as they used 
to.” She said, 
“But I think that 
some people do 
because of what 
our parents have 
instilled in us that 
we are suppose to 
only do stuff with 
people who we 
are fully committed 
to.” 

Bergert, who said she believes in the 
positives of committed relationships, 

thinks people still have 
that negative view on 
just hooking up and see 
it as self loss and respect. 
However, people, “turn the 
other cheek,” and accept 
it as part of 21st century 
culture. 

“I now believe that our 
generation views hook ups 
as a positive and a reward,” 
Bergert said. 

Instead of getting to 
know a person through 
going on dates to start 
a relationship in the 
customary “old-fashioned” 
way, hooking up to some 
is the new beginning to a 
relationship. 

However, to those 
who, like Bergert, prefer 
committed relationships, 
this idea is problematic.

“[Dating] gives you 
a chance to really start 
to know the person and 
[discover] if they are in the 
relationship for the right 
reasons.” Bergert said. 

But to the believers in 
n o n - c o m m i t t e d 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 
it is a positive 
way to begin a 
relationship.

“The best 
relationship I’ve 
ever had began 
with hooking up,” 
Hartman said. “It 
might not work 
for everyone else 
though.”

The teenagers 
who choose to 
begin relationships 
with hooking up 
feel that it is less 
awkward and 
they will feel 
more comfortable 
around that person 
later on in terms of 
security. 

C o n v e r s e l y , 
some people feel as 

if this starts the relationship out of order and 
makes the relationship more complicated 
in the long run — in a relationship, there 

is a need to feel trust, comfort and possible 
consequences before taking it to the next 
level.

However, Shepler said people need to 
realize that intimacy requires a foundation.

“Sex is not something that is casual but 
a form of intimacy that needs to wait until 
both parties in the relationship are ready for 
it,” she said. “These teens are often more 
satisfied with their personal lives.” 

No matter what most people think about 
teens, the millenial generation and its 
“need it now,” attitude, when it comes to 
relationships, there is never an easy answer. 
For some, the lifestyle might include 
hooking up from time to time. For others, it 
could be that real relationship — that love 
of a lifetime.

Maybe it is the media influence.
Or parents.
Or peers.
Or morality. Or the generational gap. In 

the life of a teen, the list is complicated. n

n(from left to right) Senior Carly Hartman displays 
her cell phone with text messages. n Seniors and 
couple Courtney Leggett and Connor Jarvis share 
a moment in the courtyard. n Leggett and Jarvis 
laughing in the moment. The couple has been 
together for a year and nine months. 
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Teen of the Month
Senior Taylor Zhang receives Repository’s top honor for October
Mara Nickel
Staff Writer

Each month, The [Canton] Reposi-
tory recognizes a male and female 
high school student from the area as 

standing out among his or her peers.
After four years of academic excellence 

and involvement in and out of school, se-
nior Taylor Zhang is The Repository’s Teen 
of the Month for October. 

Zhang has been involved in numerous 
activities including cross country, track, 
Academic Challenge, orchestra  and Ault-
man volunteer — all while maintaining a 
top position in the class rank. 

“I find that I enjoy the majority of ex-
tracurricular activities I am involved in,” 
he said.  “Community service isn’t as bad 
as people think it is, especially with other 
friends. Plus you get a nice feeling after 
you’re done.”

One of Zhang’s favorite activities is 
cross country. 

“Running, like all other exercise, can 
help push the awful stresses of the world 
off your shoulders,” he said. “It is thera-
peutic in this way. The coaches are also 
great in that they are passionate for the 
sport. They are always encouraging, and 
would never berate us as long as we give 
it our best. Everyone on the team is also 
hilarious and friendly, and I have had expe-
riences with them that won’t be forgotten 
for a long time.”

Senior teammate Eric Yoder said Zhang 
is a leader and motivator on the team. 

“He is a lot of fun and he’s a great per-
son to run with because he wants to work 
hard and pushes you,” he said.

He is also the co-captain of the Academ-
ic Challenge team, an activity he has been 
involved in since freshman year. 

“Testing your own and your teammates’ 
knowledge, and pitting them against other 
schools can be both very satisfying and, 
believe it or not, exciting,” he said.  “Our 
team is great, and Ms. Wiley, our advisor, 
always has her best intentions for us.”

Playing the violin since the second 
grade, Zhang is very talented in Hoover’s 
orchestra and the Akron Youth Symphony. 
Senior Sammy Rakocy said Zhang makes 
an impact on the class.

“Mr. Varn trusts him to teach the class,” 

he said. “We all think of him very highly.”
Zhang is also a leader in the class-

room, taking a rigorous course load of nine 
AP classes and many honors classes. AP 
Chemistry teacher Mr. Wood  said Zhang 
is “funny, intelligent and has a lot of po-
tential.”

“He brought humor and a hard work 
ethic to the classroom,” Wood said. “He 
was a good example. He nev-
er brought excuses, he 
brought results.”

Yoder has had many 
classes with Zhang and 
said he has always been a 
great aspect to the class. 

“In class, he brings his 
giant brain and his sense 
of humor,” he said. 

Wood agreed. 
“He’s ultra-

sarcastic,” he 
said. “Not in a 
mean way, al-
ways smart and 
funny.”

Zhang takes 
challenging sci-
ence courses, 
such as AP Bi-
ology and AP 
Chemistry, aspir-
ing to go to medi-
cal school and 
become an oncolo-
gist. 

 “I have always 
been interested in the 
onset and treatment 
of cancer and seeing 
those who suffer from 
it gives me the strong 
motivation and pathos to 
pursue such a career,” he 
said. “As a doctor, you are 
able to receive and give the 
most powerful catharsis in 
the world by healing other 
people.”

Wood said he believes 
this would be a perfect career 
for Zhang.

“He is very relatable, com-
passionate and easy to talk 

to,” he said. “Those are great traits for a 
doctor.”

But presently, Zhang works at The Tasty 
Garden, a Chinese restaurant owned by his 
parents. Zhang gives up a lot of his free 
summer hours to help them in the restau-
rant. 

“Well, I can’t say that I enjoy it very 
much when I do work at my restaurant, but 
when I work for them, I see it as my duty to 
do so,” he said. “They are my parents, and 
sometimes doing things for them is a sort 
of repayment for all of the things they have 
done for me; in other words, it’s a sign of 
being grateful.”

Zhang’s parents moved to America from 
China. His father’s challenging life in Chi-

na inspires Zhang.
“He always talks about how 

hard it was living as a farmer in 
China, and even though it’s kind 
of annoying sometimes, it pro-
vides a motivation to continue 
working hard to achieve my 
goals,” he said. 

With all of his great quali-
ties and activities, both Wood 
and Yoder said Zhang was de-

serving of the acknowledgment 
of “Teen of the Month.” 

“He’s a great kid,” Wood 
said. “He has a nice mixture of 
intelligence and compassion.”

Yoder said he believes this is 
a small payoff for Zhang’s deter-
mination.

“He has worked hard all 
throughout high school,” he 
said.

Zhang said he is excited and 
proud of the award.

“It can be a sort of culmi-
nation of everything I have 
done over the past four years 
at Hoover High School,” 
he said.  “Not only have I 
exceeded my own expec-
tations, I have also done 
my parents proud, which       
always  makes me feel 

warm and fuzzy in-
side.” n
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Katy

Campanaro

“That smile that people see on her 
face is genuine, and that is what I 

enjoy about her.” 
- Jennifer Manion

Story and Photos by Adare Chance

One need only to venture down 
I hallway to hear the vocals of 
sophomore Katy Campanaro, 

although she is modest about it. 
“I’m that typical choir kid,” she said. 

“When people see me, they probably think, 
‘Oh that’s Katy; she’s in choir.’”

However, Campanaro’s father and 
history teacher Mr. Dan Campanaro said he 
noticed his daughter’s artistic talents at a 
young age. 

“She has always been 
a creative person since 
she was a kid,” he said. 
“She has always preferred 
projects where she could 
create things.”

For this self-
proclaimed “typical choir 
kid,” Campanaro said she 
believes a high point in 
her life was playing Dorothy in the middle 
school production of The Wizard of Oz. 

“It gave me a ton of confidence,” she 
said. “It made me realize that it was okay 
to just be myself.”

Her father said he believes Campanaro’s 
willingness to try new things is what makes 
her unique, adding she even inspired him 
as a teacher. 

“She was so good at it that I was inspired 
to try to not take my job for granted, and to 
try and inspire my students,” Campanaro 
said.

For her inspiration of the arts, Campanaro 
credits her mother, who was also involved 
in music and theater. 

“She encouraged me in music, but 

never pushed me into it,” Campanaro said. 
“It kind of became my ‘thing’ as well as 
hers.”

Campanaro made the select choir, Hi 
Lo’s, this year — a rarity for a sophomore.

“I wasn’t even sure I’d make [it],” she 
said. “I was really excited because it is ‘the’ 
select choir.”

Choir director Mr. Kim Jacoby said he is 
impressed by Campanaro’s talent.

“I put kids in a position to make them 
succeed,” he said. “I think that she has a 
great start at achieving some of her goals.”

Campanaro said she takes the steps to 
improve her voice. 

“I take vocal lessons, and I try to learn 
my lines pretty fast to help perfect my 
character,” she said. “I really practice all 
the time at home to learn my part.”

In addition to music, she is also involved  
in academic, community and athletic 
organizations, including Teen Institute and  
her church youth group.

Campanaro, a former cross country 
athlete, was forced to quit due to injury.

“Most people don’t think it would be a 
big thing, but it was really hard for me,” 

she said.
However, Dan Campanaro said she 

approaches hardship with a positive 
attitude.

“When things don’t go her way, she can 
move on pretty quickly,” he said.

Canpanaro said she really enjoys 
being involved with different activities at 
Hoover.

“I love coming to school,” she said. “It 
is really weird, but I really 
like it.”  

In ten years, Campanaro 
said she sees her career in a 
field other than music.

“I want to get into 
broadcast,” she said. “Music 
will always be a big part of 
my life, but not my career.” 

Speech and broadcast 
teacher Mrs. Jennifer Manion 

had Campanaro in class last year. 
“She is a great performer and has a 

wonderful voice, but she is also incredibly 
hardworking and good-natured,” she said.

Manion added she enjoys Katy’s 
presence in the audience in addition to her 
time spent on the stage. 

“She was the best audience member 
because she smiled, laughed and enjoyed 
her classmates’ presentations,” she said.

Manion said Campanaro’s presence on 
stage is something to anticipate.

“I looked forward to her presentations to 
see what she had prepared for us and was 
hardly ever disappointed,” she said. “That 
smile that people see on her face is genuine, 
and that is what I enjoy about her.” n
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The Desert Fox 
Jenna Romell

It seems as though with each 
passing year, the outfits of high 
school girls get more and more 

risqué. From skin-tight skirts and 
plunging necklines to too-short 
hemlines and dresses meant to be 
tube tops, it seems as though we 
are willing to do anything to show a 
little skin and draw some attention 
to ourselves. 

Maybe the reason we find 
ourselves drawn to these flashy 
styles is the way the media glorifies 
the famous women who put these 
fashions into our minds. Clothing 

stores latch onto these celebrities 
for new ideas and mass-produce the 
stylish, though maybe not so tasteful, 
new clothing. They know that as soon 
as these styles hit the stores teenagers 
will be clamoring to get them, because 
Kim Kardashian wore something just 
like it last week, or maybe Snooki decided to find herself a new 
trademark.

But do you really want to sacrifice your sense of self worth and 
dignity for the newest fashions, no matter how risqué they are? 
Is it worth it to stoop down to the level of those girls who replace 
their brains with glitter and ditziness, just to be “popular,” or to 
be “in style?” While you might shrug and say yes, I’ll be on the 
sidelines yelling no.

Although I am definitely not innocent of wearing my share of 
this new style of clothing, I have the decency to do so with taste. 
Wear your holey jeans all you’d like– I’d have to confess that I wear 
them too. But I don’t flaunt myself around the school, wearing a 
skirt that barely covers my butt and a shirt that definitely does not 
hide my cleavage, acting surprised and annoyed when the only 
attention I get is that of boys staring at my body.

 Honestly girls, is that the kind of attention you’d like to draw 
to yourselves? Overly hormonal boys who would rather stare at 
you in a skin-tight short skirt than have a conversation with you 
or get to know anything about you other than the way you look 
in a v-neck shirt?

It is most definitely possible to look beautiful, attractive, pretty, 
hot– whatever term you’d prefer– without all of the hoochie 
clothes and globs of makeup. Instead of running straight to the 
newest, and the most suggestive, styles of your classmates, why 
not try something different? It’s always fun to go to a store, find 
something no one else would think of wearing, and turn it into 
something cute.

I believe that wearing something that covers your body while 
still flattering it makes you look much, more attractive than 

prancing around the halls in a skirt too small for a six year old, or a 
shirt that doesn’t cover your midriff, let alone your chest. 

Maybe once you grow up a little bit and get out of college, 
you’ll figure out that in the real world, a short skirt and flirty 
attitude won’t get you a sustainable job or a boyfriend who thinks 
you’re anything more than trash. You’re only setting yourself up 
for a future of failure and a low self-esteem. Who says that a girl 
wearing a nice shirt and jeans can’t be as pretty as a girl wearing 
basically nothing?

Just because some television shows tell you that you can get 
anything with the correct clothes and attitude does not mean that 
showing your butt in the hallway at school will get you perfect 
grades and erase your attendance record. How do you think the 
rest of us feel, watching you embarrass yourself? You are exactly 
the kind of girl that gives the rest of us a reputation and a dress 

code.
So while this may be the way 

you see fit to live your life; going 
out on the weekends scantily-clad, 
and returning to school on Monday 
wearing an almost identical outfit, 
I’d have to say you’re on your 
own. Thank you to the girls that 
understand the attraction of being 

classy instead of trashy. Dress in new fashions, wear cute clothes– 
fine. But do so with taste and a sense of modesty.

Have some class, girls, and clean up your act. n
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Where are your clothes?

“Honestly girls, is that the kind of

attention
you’d like to draw to yourselves?”
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Baylor University
n Accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, 
Baylor University was established in 1845 and is located in Waco, 
Texas.
n Baylor University is a private, Christian institution. Appropriately, 
the school motto is Pro Ecclesia, Pro Texana, which is Latin for “For 
Church, For Texas.”
n In 2011, “The US News and World Report” ranked Baylor 75 
out of 262 National Universities. Additionally, the school is the 
only private college that currently participates in the Big 12 
conference.
n The in-state and out of state tuition for all students is 
approximately $28,000, and room and board comes close to 
$8,000 a year.
n However, on average, the school offers $17,250 in financial aid 
to its students.
n Baylor accepts about 50 percent of its applicants, which means 
its difficulty is average. 
n Baylor currently has 12,000 people enrolled in its undergraduate 
programs. The average class size is 27 people. 
n Academically, Baylor is an adept university, which is indicated 
by their average ACT and SAT scores. On average, ACT scores range 
from 23-29, and SAT scores are usually between 1610-1930.
n The highlights: Professors at the university genuinely care and 
are down to Earth. All of Baylor’s athletic events are free to their 
student body. The Student Life Center is an amazing place that 
provides for plenty of entertainment and keeps the students busy. 
Lastly, the small class sizes allow one to get the most from his or 
her education.
n The Lowlights: The social scene, at times, can be a little too 
tight-knit. Public Transportation is scarce and hard to find at times. 
Baylor University’s spring break doesn’t occur at the same time as 
most other Texas Universities.
n For additional information about Baylor, visit www.baylor.edu.  

Compiled by Clint Yoos
Photo Courtesy of Baylor University

Use your imagination. But at 
the same time, don’t let it 
run wild. Unfortunately, it is 

inevitable; no one can escape real-
ity.

In “A Streetcar Named Desire,” 
we take a journey back in time to 
the late 1940s.  Stanley and his wife, 
Stella, are living happily in a small 
flat in New Orleans. They’re not a 
particularly well-off couple, but they 

are happy. However, their entire world  gets flipped upside down 
when  the notorious Blanche Dubois arrives at their doorstep. 

Blanche is a southern bell who arrives in a world completely 
foreign to her. She used to live at Belle Rieve, the family’s ances-
tral lodging in the town of Laurel. The city is bustling and frightful 
to her because she and her sister, Stella Kowalski, had grown up 
as an affluent family. Because of this, she already has an aversion 
to Stanley Kowalski, a man of Polish descent.

Dame Blanche immediately begins to offend Stanley Kowalski 
after her arrival. Blanche reveals that she has lost Belle Rieve; she 
had no place left to go. Soon thereafter, Stan becomes suspicious, 
and the novel’s main conflict is born. Blanche has begun to create 
a dream world, and Stan has set out to tear it down. 

Throughout the entire play, Blanche tells about the world in a 
way that she believes it should be, but Stan is firmly set in reality. 
This conflict reflects many of the work’s central themes, which is 
why Blanche is completely afraid of harsh light. Light serves to 
expose her flights of fancy and reveal that she is aging and unable 
to avoid her sordid state.

Additionally, Tennessee Williams explores the adverse effects 
of drunkenness. Stan drinks socially, but dame Blanche drinks se-
cretly and constantly avoids the truth of her alcohol dependence. 
All of the characters suffer from the effects of alcohol, but it is 
Stan who can recover and repent from his fits of rage that occur as 
a result of excessive drinking. In contrast, Blanche continues her 
chronic deterioration.

Lastly, the secrets of Blanche’s past keep the story moving, and 
the blur between the lines of what’s real and pure fantasy give the 
plot a whimsical feel. 

The story is steeped in sexual promiscuity and its relation to 
fatal consequences. It explores the psychology of various relation-
ships and the consequences they can have for the rest of your life. 
The book that retells Williams’ classic play is riveting until its very 
end, and you’ll be torn between whether or not you want to know 
what happens next.

 And hey, this was originally a play. So, whether you read it or 
not, make sure you see Marlon Brando in the play’s most famous 
movie. Because there’s no denying it, Brando is the man.

Written By Clint Yoos

A Streetcar Named Desire
By: Tennesse Williams
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 Music’s connotation widely varies 
for all people, depending on 
their personal experiences and 

the characteristics of their society. To 
some, it is just that noise in the background 
while driving around town. To others, it 
is their primary mode of expressing their 
innermost thoughts and concerns. 

The impact music has had on society 
over time is portrayed by Paul Hindemith, 
a German composer, music theorist, 
violinist and conductor, who once said, 
“This life in and with music...can only be 
a life of humility, of giving of one’s best to 
one’s fellow man. This gift will not be like 
alms passed on to the beggar; it will be the 
sharing of a man’s every possession with 
his friend.”

The music of the 50s and 60s is no 
exception. While overlooked by some 
people today, junior Lexi White has found 
an appreciation for the sound.

“I love [that] sound,” she said. It’s a 
specific sound you can’t find anywhere 
else.”

White’s favorite artists from the time 
period include Diana Ross, Frankie Valli 
and The Four Seasons, and her favorite, 
Frank Sinatra.

“I listened to Frank Sinatra from day one 
because of my dad,” White said. “Actually, 
freshman year I did a whole speech about 
him that was 14 minutes long. He helped 
me find my music style.”

White said she believes she is not the 
only one who benefits from the music of 
the 50s. She said even popular artists of 
today are affected by music of the past.

“Frank Sinatra and Diana Ross have 
impacted the music community,” she said. 
“Artists today take ideas from them all the 
time. They are an inspiration to a lot of 
people.”

Senior Adam Reese agreed music of the 
past has the ability to change the lives of 
today’s generation.

“I think music is linked to memories 
and the past,” he said. “It brings us back to 
those times when we listen to it again.”

Reese said the music of the 50s and 60s 
brings back memories of his childhood.

“My dad played music of that time 
period a lot when I was growing up,” he 
said. “It helps me understand the time 
period during which my dad grew up 
better.”

Reese said music was not only a major 
aspect of his childhood, but is an important 
part of his life today.

“Of course music has impacted my 
life,” he said. “I am in choir and Hi-Lo’s. I 
really do listen to a lot of music.”

White has also found a hobby as a result 
of listening to music.

“I am a singer, so without music I never 
would have discovered theatre,” she said.

Though some teenagers do not listen 
to older music, Reese believes teenagers 

should listen to it to learn more about the 
history of the time period and the ways in 
which it changed the lives of teens during 
that time period.

“I  think music motivated teens to 
protest against the war in Vietnam because 
the songs had persuasive language to 
convey the idea that war is unnecessary,” 
he said. “It created a generation gap 
between younger people and their parents 
so that they couldn’t see eye to eye. It also 
led to rock concerts like Woodstock, which 
was a way for teens to rebel against their 
parents’ values.”

The lifestyle of teenagers of that time 
period is similar to that of today, yet 
the music remains neglected by today’s 
generation. White believes everyone 
should give it a chance.

“I can’t guarantee everyone will love 
it but it is good and it’s something new,” 
White said.

Reese agrees that more students should 
not pass up the opportunity to listen to 50s 
and 60s music. 

“Even though now the music seems 
tame, it was rebellious at that time,” he 
said. “It’s the root of today’s rock and roll 
and many of the chords and structures are 
still the same.”

In addition, Reese believes music is 
important to the history of the country.

“The creation of this music marked a 
huge change in America,” he said. n

Kelsea Daniluk
Staff Writer
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In the aftermath of the Vietnam 
War, and during a wave of shady 
politics, came the rebellious cry 

against the establishment from millions 
of young people. To express this anger, 
they created forms of music with heavy 
drums, calm guitar or screeching vocals. 
With genres such as rock-and-roll, punk, 
reggae, and later, disco, the 70s were a 
time of pushing limits and breaking the 
once solid boundaries of music norms.

Mr. Dave Reese, psychology and 
sociology teacher, said music of the 70s 
was carefree and fun compared to most 
music of the 60s.

“[Seventies music] wasn’t weighed 
down with politics and the burdens of 
the world,” he said. “Everything from the 
60s was about getting out of the Vietnam 
War, wanting world peace and changing 
the world. The 70s was fun and finally 
looked past some of the more serious 
issues; which was a good thing.”

Special Education teacher Mr. Mike 
Russ said he disagreed that the music 
was unburdened and there was still an 
edge of seriousness.

“A lot of the music was just straight 
rebellion from young people,” he said. 
“The Vietnam War was still a big part 
of most of the genres from the 70s; 
it’s like the war started all [the 
genres]. Many people were 
anti-establishment, so they 
were against  their parents,  
as well as other people’s 
parents, rich people, 
and the corruption 
in government. The 
young people thought 
they deserved a say in 
things and wanted to 
express that concern”

According to Classic-
Rock-Music.com, the 70s 
were not the only generation 
of great rock music, and music in 
general with great  emotion in songs.

“While the term ‘classic rock’ is most 
widely used today to refer to the famous 
rock and roll bands of yesteryear, the so-
called dinosaur acts that permeate the 
airwaves of commercial radio stations in 
every market, what makes a great rock 
band is not the year their album was 
released, but the passion and energy put 

forth in the riffs.”
Senior Rob Kerr said that 70s music 

really set a new bar for music.
“Music in every generation is going 

to seem rebellious, but the 70s did have 
more rebellion than previous times,” he 
said. “The music showed more emotion 
with distortion and loudness; you 
didn’t necessarily need to know how 
to play well to display what you felt so 
being a famous musician became more 
accessible.”

Russ said some of his favorite bands 
were among the great rock groups of the 
early 70s.

“The greatest of the early 70s was 
probably The Rolling Stones, Jefferson 
Airplane, or the Allman Brothers Band,” 
he said.

Reese said he agreed The Rolling 
Stones were among his favorites, but he  
has many more from other genres.

“For rock, The Who and The Rolling 
Stones can’t be overlooked,” he said. 
“Bob Marley was huge, but Eric Clapton 
helped popularize reggae. David Bowie 
and Ziggy Stardust with glam rock, 
The Police with punk. New wave was 
relatively good too- especially  Blondie 
and The Clash; there was no one group 
that I could pick.”

Kerr said he preferred two specific 
genres from the 70s along 

with groups from 
t h o s e 

genres.
“ I 

real ly 
like Led 

Zeppelin and 
P i n k Floyd,” he said. “Led 
Zeppelin is just the definition of rock, real 
heavy drums and loud guitar, but Pink 
Floyd is more spaced out a cerebral, but 
I like the difference between the two.”

Despite being in the same decade, 
Russ said there is a big difference in the 

genres  in early and late 70s.
“In the beginning, rock was a lot 

more popular: bands like Led Zeppelin, 
The Rolling Stones, and female artists 
like Janice Joplin or Joan Baez,” he said. 
“By the late 70s, disco came in, and then 
it was just disco-mania with the Bee 
Gees even though rock was still popular. 
I tried not to pay attention to them.”

Reese agreed the late 70s were more 
about disco than any other type of 
m u s i c , and that the Bee Gees 
were a huge part of the disco 

movement even here in 
N o r t h Canton.

“Past 1975, disco really 
t o o k over and was incredibly 

huge,” he said. “The Bee 
Gees really had the second wave 
o f their career with disco and 

made big bucks. Even here 
disco was popular. There were 

disco-techs like The Galaxy 
near Myers Lake that was the 

place for college kids to go.”
According to Classic-Rock-

Music.com, classic rock music 
became a standard during the 70s, 

but originated from past generations 
from people like Elvis Presley.

“Though 70s rock music is the 
gold medal standard by which most 

rate the genre, rock music through 
the decades has had many glorious 

triumphs.”
When the 70s were over, Reese said 

it led to the creation of many popular  
future genres like 80s metal, grunge and 
rap.

“In any succeeding generations, the 
genres will rebel against each other,” he 
said. “Once a genre becomes accepted, it 
becomes the norm; it tends to tone down 
and become less risky or dangerous. Even 
the host of Soul Train, a popular African-
American soul music show, was against 
rap when it first became popular.”

Russ said he agreed and the music and 
attitudes of the 70s was unprecedented.

“It’s a fact that the 70s is probably a 
generation we’ll never go back to,” he 
said. “It was tumultuous with movements 
and demonstrations  that were as huge 
as the peace movements of the 60s all 
the time. When someone thinks about 
how this generation is bad, it is nothing 
compared to the rebelliousness of the 
70s.” n

70s Introduce Groundbreaking Genres of Music
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At a glance, the 80s was a time 
of big hair, bright colors, gaudy 
jewelry, lycra and spandex. 

While these things helped  to define the 
80s, one of its most interesting aspects 
was the introduction of many new genres 
of music. During the 80’s a lot of changes 
in music occurred, bringing in genres 
such as pop, electronic, glam rock, punk, 
rap and many more. 

“When I think of the 80s, I think of 
glam metal, pop music and grown men 
who have used too much hairspray in 
too tight clothes, dancing onstage,” said 
sophomore Jason Shaffner.

Shaffner became interested in 80s 
music from a young age. He said he was 
inspired to listen to the era’s music after 
hearing a song on the radio.

“I remember listening to the radio 
and ‘Paradise City’ by Guns N’ Roses 
came on, and I thought it was the bomb 
diggity. I started looking up 80s music 
after that,” he said. 

Shaffner said he believes 80s music 
was different because of the new 
technologies that became available 
during that time. 

“I think 80s music reflects the fact 
that these musicians had a lot more to 
work with,” he said. “The technology 
was changing, and a more modern-
sounding music developed as a 
result.”

Synthesizers and keyboards 
allowed musicians to make 
different, new sounds, which 
help to create the electronic 
genre, one of many that defines 
the 80s.

These changes in music also 
resulted in a change of culture. According 
to english teached Mr. Michael Johnson, 
people dressed differently depending on 
their musical tastes.

“People dressed like the bands of the 
time,” he said. “For guys, it was longer 
hair and band T-shirts. There were 
mullets, but we didn’t even call them 
mullets back then, it was just how guys 
wore there hair. If you were a girl there 
was a lot of Madonna-like clothing.” 

Johnson is the lead singer of the 
band 7th Street, which also includes 
Mike Unger, and fellow North 
Canton City Schools staff 
members Jack B u n n e n b e r g , 
Dave Reese and Jim York. 

Johnson said during his high 
school career, he took interest 
in glam rock, rock n’ roll and 
heavy metal, such as Motley 
Crue, Metallica, a n d 
Whitesnake.

“I didn’t like what w a s 
popular, and I wasn’t i n t o 
anything electronic,” 
Johnson said. “I’m more 
into bands that actually p l a y 
their instruments and have a 
distinctive sound.”

Shaffner said he enjoys 
electronic, alternative, rock and 
rap. 

“Rap was really new in the 
80s, and it’s changed a lot since 
then,” he said, “I don’t like rap 
now.” 

Brooks Toliver, a Professor of 
Music History at The University of 
Akron, says the 8 0 s 
w e r e 

n o t 
her favorite 

decade in music. “The 60s and 70s strike 
me as more fun, and the grunge bands of 
the 90s went places their 80s counterparts 
hadn’t the nerve or imagination to 
anticipate,” she said. 

According to The People History, 
a website dedicated to news, events, 
technology, prices and popular culture 
by decade, one major part of music in 
the 80s was the development of MTV. 

“MTV, or Music Television, may have 
been the single most influential entity in 
the music industry during the 1980s.”

Shaffner agreed.
“Because of MTV, all these bands 

started making music videos,” he 
said.“People watch TV often, and it was 
a way for music to circulate faster than 
it had in the past. Madonna and Michael 
Jackson got big, and they’ve obviously 
had an influence on the people of the 
time, and they still do. You see many 
artists of today have been inspired by 
them.” 

The 80s has commonly been referred 
to as a decade of greed and excess.
However, concert charity events became 
popular during this era, and  according to 
The People History, greed wasn’t really 
as big of a problem as it seemed to be.

“The world was concerned about 
famine and other sociopolitical issues 
happening across the globe at the time 
and the music industry decided to 
respond. The millions of dollars raised 
for important causes during this decade 
is proof that the greed was not as bad as 
many people believe it to be.”

While these charity events helped 
raise awareness to the issues taking 
place in the country and around the 
world, Toliver  said she does not 
believe the music inspired the 
younger generation to take their 
own steps towards resolving social 
conflicts.

”It seems to me that the only 
popular music of the 80s that would 

qualify as socially conscious would 
be some [not all] rap,” she said, “The 
relative lack of socially conscious music 
has I believe been linked to a lack of 
activism among young listeners.  There 
was musical activism in the decade, but 
it generally wasn’t that popular.”

Johnson said media was not only an 
enjoyable medium of entertainment, but 
also a valuable social tool that holds 
similar people together.

“What kind of music you listened 
to shaped what you were, who you 
associated with,” Johnson said.“It gave 
a you a place to fit in, just like it does 
today.” n 

80s Rocks and Pops Along
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Leading into the 21st century, 
 the 90s was a busy decade: it 
marked the end of a century 

and the beginning of a new era. To add 
to the already momentous turning of the 
century, doomsday concerns stemming 
from programming worries over time 
formatting and storage were also on the 
horizon. Despite its complications, the 
culture and music of the 90s won out over 
Y2K and carried into the millennium. 
Giving birth to artists such as Coldplay 
and Jay-Z, the 90s influence still sounds 
today.
Given the vast array of music the 90s 

offered, it could be hard to nail down one 
defining element of the 90s. However, 
math teacher and basketball coach Mr. 
Troy Clark said grunge rock and in 
particular, Nirvana, were two noteworthy 
elements from the 90s.
“Early 90s was when grunge rock 

came into play…” Clark said. “You had 
Nirvana, and Green Day came about in 
the 90s. Guitar became a staple again 
instead of stupid electronic stuff.”
Agreeing with him is instrumental 

music assistant Mr. Steve Peshek. Peshek 
said grunge rock started to emerge in the 
90s.
“When most people think about 90s 

music, they think Nirvana,” he said. 
“They had a huge impact on the bands 
that followed them.”
He said one of the reasons Nirvana may 

have become such a big band in the 90s 
is due to the death of their singer and 
guitarist Kurt Cobain.
“Whenever you have some sort of 

drama or controversy over the singer 
dying at a young age, it always has some 
[effect]… it expands the influence the 
band had.”
Percussion band member and senior 

Jacob Marion said he believes Nirvana 
to be one of the most important bands 
of the 90s, “but not necessarily the most 
important.” Marion also said the death 
of Cobain was a factor in Nirvana’s 
popularity.

“They still would have been fairly 
popular, but I don’t think they would 
have been as well-known as they are 
now [had Cobain not died],” he said.
Nirvana and grunge rock 

certainly have their own place 
in history, but when isolating 
important musical contributions 
of the 90s, hip-hop music also 
has a piece of the pie.
Clark said hip-hop gained 

notoriety throughout the decade.
“Hip-hop/rap became a lot more 

popular in the 90s,” he said.
Although Peshek agrees, he said it 

was also becoming big in the late 80s, 
but definitely changed in the 90s.
“If you look at hip-hop groups from 

the 80s, such as Grandmaster Flash and 
Run DMC, it was pretty light hearted,” 
he said. “When the 90s started, [rappers] 
started talking about socially conscious 
things like poverty.”
Though rap was popular before the 00s, 

he said the 90s was only the beginning 
for the popularity of rap.
“Rap definitely continued to expand 

rapidly… it seemed to me from when I 
was young that rap wasn’t 
e v e r y w h e r e , 
but at the 
l a t e 

90s 
a n d 
early 00s, it was everywhere.”
Marion said he thought a lot of rap 

music from the 90s was good, but 
something about the 90s that was bad 
were the boy bands.
Peshek also noted the presence of boys 

bands in 90s music, but said they were 
not limited to that decade.
“I had a sister that started out liking 

New Kids on the Block, but at the end 

of the 90s, she started to like Backstreet 
Boys… [Music] always moves in those 
cycles,” he said.
A part of that cycle includes the end 

of a certain boy band’s reign and the 
transition to the next popular group. 
Marion said boy bands are prone to this 
due to the inevitable maturing they will 
undergo.
“I feel like a lot of boy bands are popular 

because they tend to be younger and as 
they become older, the poppy music isn’t 
as appealing to them anymore,” he said.
He also said pop music in general from 

the 90s was considerably influential to 
current pop music.
“A lot of pop music that comes out 

today is really similar… you can see a 
close relation between the pop music 
today and in the 90s,” he said. 

Peshek said pop music is popular due 
to its simplicity and familiarity.

“In general, I think the mass 
population of people likes to listen 
to pop music because it’s easier… 
it doesn’t really challenge them to 
think about things,” he said. “… 
The big thing a lot of people were 
harping on is Lady Gaga being 
this repeat version of Madonna, 
and it is sort of a repetition of 
before. It’s similar in the sense 
that it’s relatively simple 
music with choruses people 
recognize.”

Despite pop’s dominance 
over the mainstream, he said 

it is not the only important 
musical constituent of an era.

“In any era you can find the 
fluffy pop music and the socially 

conscious music,” he said.
Overall, the 90s was a hodgepodge 

of music and culture that some people 
fondly remember, albeit for different 
reasons. Clark said the 90s was likable 
to him because the outlook seemed more 
optimistic and everyone seemed to have 
what they wanted. What he said made 
the 90s for him, though, was his age 
when he experienced it.
“I had fun,” he said. “Teenage years: 

those were the best.” 

90s Marks the Emergence of Grunge, Hip Hop
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The new millennium brought with 
it music of alternative style that 
captured the society’s strive to 

avoid conformity. The 2000s era was 
about finding who you were and justify-
ing one’s talent in the musical world.  

Many people use music to define 
themselves, or in some cases, to become 
people they are not, according to Hoover 
alumnus Kyle Marcus.

“Music influences us too much,” he 
said. “People take their tastes in music 
way too seriously. The songs you lis-
ten to and the concerts you go to say so 
much about you and who you interact 
with. I say we should all just be allowed 
to listen to whatever we feel like listen-
ing to and not be judged.” 

Senior Matt Padgitt agreed that music 
of this generation has led to people fall-
ing into stereotypes they don’t belong 
in.

“Today’s music makes peo-
ple try to be who they are not. 
However, I think Lady Gaga 
is the exception,” he said. 

Science teacher Miss 
Laura Young disagreed, 
but said the affect can be 
negative.

“I think certain types of 
music affect our culture,” she 
said.  “Nowadays, [in music] 
its OK to tell people to go out and 
have sex with as many people as you 
can, drink and smoke. I know many peo-
ple don’t think that just hearing it over 
and over again affects them, but if its ac-
ceptable, more people are more likely to 
do it.  I think this is much more common 
to hear this type of language in today’s 
music than it was ten years ago.”

Lady Gaga is an artist who has quick-
ly become a household name. Padgitt 
said the singer made him more comfort-
able in being himself.

“She made me realize ‘hey, who cares 
if people don’t agree with who I am,’” 
he said. 

Marcus agreed on Lady Gaga’s tal-

ent and her influence on 21st-century 
Americans.

“There is something about Lady Gaga 
that’s so genius and scary to me,” he said. 
“She is so talented at writing melodies 
and performing, but there’s something 
more than her music that makes her who 
she is. She knows how to be a celebrity 
better than anyone else, and her influ-
ence transcends to music.”

According to Marcus, Gaga’s influ-
ence is not limited to music alone

“[She] has moved on to playing a ma-
jor role in repealing ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell,” he said, referring to Gaga’s mul-
tiple tweets, speeches and appearances 
on talk shows. 

Though she is a big part of this gen-
eration, Gaga is not the only artist who  
has influenced it. History teacher Mr. 
Jim Draher was influenced by an en-
tirely different genre of music. 

“I listened to a lot of 
Maroon 5 

in high 

school,” 
he said. 

“They had just started and I lis-
tened to the CD over and over again,” 
Draher said. “I’ll be driving and sing 
along, so I guess they taught me not to 
be ashamed of myself. They taught me 
that it is okay to be yourself.”

Young disagreed. 
“Music does not impact me on that 

serious of a level,” Young said. “I am 
the same person I was when I was ten. I 
have the same values and music cannot 
change that. Music relaxes me; it makes 
me calm, but it doesn’t change who I 
am.”

Not only does music affect who many 

people are as a generation, it has also de-
fined them personally and allowed peo-

ple of this generation to overcome 
struggles. 

Padgitt said he is one of those 
people. 

“Music helps me through hard 
struggles,” he said. “It is like any 
emotion I am feeling can be de-
scribed by a song.”

Marcus agreed.
“Your taste of music defines who 

you are and who you become. For 
instance, I choose to love pop music, 
because it is fun to listen to and I am 
not a very serious person,” Marcus said. 
“But darker music has a way of getting 
inside you.”

Thoughts and actions are not the only 
thing music tends to have an influence 
on, however. Draher said high school 
styles are influenced by music as well. 

“Though I was never personally in-
fluenced, as far as style, in high school I 
had friends who were,” Draher said.

Marcus disagreed and said that his 
style isn’t representative of his taste in 
music. 

“My love for pop music doesn’t re-
ally influence my style, I wear T-shirts 
from Old Navy,” Marcus said. “I guess 
people who listen to obscure music will 
go to thrift stores and by flannel shirts, 
and people who listen to country will 
wear cowboy hats, but there is really not 
a style that accompanies pop music.”

For some, music of the 2000s is influ-
ential in meaning, but for others, that is 
not the case.

“The music I listen to is just what 
I like. It is what sounds good to me,” 
Young said.

Padgitt agreed.
“Gaga was just catchy and fearless.”
Draher, however, disagreed.
“My parents influenced me to listen 

to the music I currently listen to. I grew 
up on 50s, 60s and 70s rock. When I was 
a kid, we listened to what was on the 
radio; we listened to the top songs that 
day or that week,” Draher said. “I still do 
that. If I come across a song I like, I will 
get on iTunes and  buy it.”

00s Starts the Popular New Age
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Our Mission
“We strive to provide our honest opinions while representing 
all sides, and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions.”

Congratulations, Mr. Triner
The Viking Views would like to formally congratulate Mr. Chris 

Triner for being selected to receive the Outstanding Art Teacher 
Award from the Ohio Arts Association.  The Viking Views believes 
that it is well deserved due to his commitment and compassion to 
his students and his love for the arts.

We, The Viking Views staff, believe that students don’t always 
understand or appreciate not only the hard work teachers put into 
their jobs, but also the sacrifices they make each and everyday.  
Teachers don’t choose the job of teaching because they have to; 
they choose to teach because they hope to create a strong-mind-
ed, kind and successful generation. Students at not only Hoover 
High School, but schools across this nation, should wake up and 
realize we are not fully respecting such people.  

Many foreign nations see public education as a privilege for 
the wealthy and teachers as such strong and well-minded people. 
Countries such as Cambodia, China, and Ethiopia.  Why can’t stu-
dents view teachers the same way?    We understand that at this 
age it is difficult to comprehend how to respect the person stand-
ing in the front of the class lecturing about the importance of “x” 
and how Ben should stop talking to Sally. In the end, paying cour-
tesy to him/her will pay off greatly. 

The Viking Views feels that Mr. Triner — as well as the staff 
at Hoover — deserve a high amount of respect and thanks for 
all they do.  Congratulations to Mr. Triner and the students lucky 
enough have you in class. Great Job!

Great job, Taylor Zhang
Here at The Viking Views, we would like to congratulate Tay-

lor Zhang on the fantastic recognition of The Repository’s Teen of 
the Month. It’s always great to see a Hoover student commended 
in the headline of the local newspaper, especially one who has 
earned the respect of all of the students and staff through his hard 
work and dedication in extra-curricular activities and academics. 
This is a great award that Taylor is very deserving of having. 

There are many other seniors in this school that also deserve 
this acknowledgment, and hopefully they will be able to receive it 
before they leave Hoover. 

Even if it is not in the form of Teen of the Month, these stu-
dents should be shown some kind of appreciation, even though 
most of there actions are selfless. 

Tell your club leaders how much you appreciate them, your 
team captains how they inspire you and your tutor how much 
they help you. They deserve it.

Let Taylor and all the other senior leaders be an example, espe-
cially to underclassmen. These are people you should strive to be 
like. Involvement and academic excellence are extremely impor-
tant for yourself, your school and your community. 

The importance of voting
We, The Viking Views, believe that voting is an essential part 

of our government. If you don’t vote, then your government will 
not be how you want it to be — and there is no way you’re going 
to be heard. Each opinion is vital whether you’re young or old, or 
whether you are casting a vote for mayor or the next president of 
the United States. 

Although you’re young and may think that your vote doesn’t 
matter, we at The Viking Views believe that the vote of the younger 
generation is actually the most important one of all. We are the 
future.

If you’re of voting age, which qualifies for most seniors, then 
The Viking Views strongly encourage you, the coming-of-age 
generation, to do so. This is your country and your government, 
and if you don’t take an active part in it, then in 20 or 30 years 
when everyone you have relied upon to make your decisions for 
you is gone, the government is going to fall apart and  you’ll  have  
no one to blame but yourself. If you truly believe the government 
is “of the people, by the people and for the people,” then make 
sure you do something to keep it that way. Do your part and 
vote.
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“‘Bridge over Troubled Water’ by Simon and Garfunkel because 
it talks about how there is always something to look forward to.   
‘White Sandy Beach of Hawaii’ by Israel Kamakawiwo’ole, it ‘s sim-
ple and relaxing,plain as that.  ‘Fly me to the Moon’ by Frank Sina-
tra because it’s a song about wanting to escape to new lands with 
your love, it’s a dream, a fantasy, and ‘Ruler of Everything’ by Tally 
Hall, it’s a song about replacing feelings with material things.”      
-Dan Aguirre, 10                  

“‘Outside Looking in’ by Jordan 
Pruitt because it helps When I 
feel isolated. ‘Perfect’ by Pink be-
cause it’s an encouraging song, 
and ‘Give it All’ by Rise Against 
because I’ve always associated 
it with rebellion, and I’m a sup-
porter of the ridiculous.”
-Jeanetta Davidsaver, 11

“‘Home’ by Edward Sharpe and the Magnetic Zeros, it perfectly 
shows my love for the people who care for me.  Hallelujah by Jeff 
Buckley because my dad used to sing it to me when we would 
watch ‘Shrek.’  ‘Across the Universe’ by The Beatles because it’s 
just so power, while being so honest, and  ‘Campus’ by Vampire 
Weekend, it’s my favorite song by my favorite band, and it just 
exudes pure happiness.”
- Zanira Sandu, 10

“‘Midnight city’ by M83.  It’s a re-
ally cool to listen to when you’re 
just taking a walk.  ‘Reunion’ by 
M83, this is an awesome song that 
is super fast, and is great for just 
jamming to.  ‘Subdivsions’ by Rush, 
although it’s a very old song, it’s 
still modern sounding.”
-Griffin Allman, 9

“‘I Will Survive’ by Gloria Braxton because life is hard no matter 
what. You always have to have the mindset that you ‘will survive’ 
and you will get through life okay. ‘Cheers’ by Rihanna because 
you have to have a little fun in your life. ‘Without You’ by Usher ft. 
David Guetta because everyone in their life has loved ones. I could 
not imagine my life without my friends and family.”
- Crystal Zielke, 12 

“‘Meant to Live’ by Switchfoot, ‘The Joker’ by Steve Miller Band, 
and ‘She is Love’ by Parachute. Most of these songs would go on 
the playlist of my life because they accurately describe how I felt 
in some of the most trying, as well as some of the best moments 
in my life. Some of them I just really like because they are so darn 
good.”
-Tyler Bodenshatz, 12

What would the songs 
in your life’s playist be 

and why?

“I saw a fight right 
in front of me 
over a T.V. The 
cops had to come 
and break it up.”
-Jasmine Crump, 
11

At Best Buy we 
sat around an 
electric fire and 
sang songs.”
-Alex Mustafa-
ga, 12

“I was in the food 
court at the mall 
and two restaurant 
mascots got into a 
fight and had to be 
escourted out.”
-Jeremy Morrison,  

  10 “

Black Friday experience?
What is your craziest

Views
Student

“A woman acciden-
tally pushed me 
down with a shop-
ping cart.”
-Megan Criswell, 10

“My dad paid 
for a Wii with 
only pennies. 
He keeps 
his change 
in water 
jugs...”
-Aaron McCalla, 12
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A couple weeks ago I was in a restau-
rant enjoying a meal with my siblings 
and my mother, and there were a 

few other people eating there too. A young 
man was sitting at the bar with his friends 
and stumbled as he got off his barstool. His 
friends were nearby and tried to help him. 
At first, we thought he was drunk, then it 
became clear he was having a seizure of 
some sort.  

An ambulance arrived, and as the para-
medics were helping this man, he began to 

resist them. The police arrived next and by then it had caught the 
attention of many of the people in the restaurant. They were curi-
ous and so was I, there’s noth-
ing wrong with that. I wanted to 
make sure this man was okay, as 
he was obviously having a medi-
cal emergency. 

After awhile I noticed a few 
guys at the bar recording the or-
deal on their smart phones, and 
mocking him. There was also 
a lady whose son was record-
ing the incident, and she was helping him by holding the camera 
above her head to get a better angle. 

Now, I’ve met alot of ignorant people in my live, but none of 
them had been as severe or just plain heartless as these people. I 
watched this going on and I could feel myself getting more upset 
with each minute. These men, grown men, were laughing at this 
poor disabled man.

It became uncomfortable to let this happen,  to watch this play 
out.  My mom asked the manager to please ask the men to stop 
recording this. When he did nothing, my mom stood up from be-
side me. I don’t remember her exact words, but I know she basi-
cally said to those men that what they were doing was wrong, and 
asked if they would stop. After she sat down I heard a women’s 
voice say, “Oh, shut up!” in a sarcastic, rude tone.

My mother and I ignored what the lady said, but we noticed 
the men at the bar actually looked ashamed. My mother asked for 
our check, and as she was signing it, I surveyed the restaurant and 
spotted the same woman who had been helping her son record 

the man. She was waving her phone and smiling in a cocky way 
at me.

There were many ways to react to this, but I chose not to react 
at all. I just stared at her. You’re taunting a 16-year old girl. What 
are you gaining from this?

When we were walking out, the lady started swearing at my 
mom, and was telling her to mind her own business. My mom re-
mained calm, but this lady clearly was not capable of doing that. 
When someone reacts so violently after being accused, I would 
assume it’s because they know they’re guilty. I believe the lady 
knew she was doing something wrong, she was just too ashamed 
or embarrassed to admit it.

After we had gotten out of the restaurant and into the car, I was 
shaking with anger. I felt sick to my stomach. It wasn’t because 

of the lady being rude, though. 
It was because I couldn’t believe 
what I had just seen. How could 
all those adults be so heartless 
and unthoughtful. What were 
they planning to do with those 
videos? Post it on YouTube? This 
wasn’t a reality show, this was 
a real man in a vulnerable situ-
ation.

I know many of you are thinking the same thing I did. What 
those men, and that woman did was wrong, and you don’t need 
common sense to know that. That man is a person, just like you 
and me. He never asked to have this condition. How would those 
men, and that woman that was recording him feel if they were in 
his situation? 

Treat others as you would want to be treated. The golden rule. 
When you notice someone isn’t following this rule, say something. 
Out of all the people in this restaurant, my mother was the only 
one to say something, which amazed me. 

Stand up for yourself, stand up for others. If you notice some-
thing wrong being done, don’t hesitate to act. Somewhere inside, 
we all have the courage to take a stand. I know it may be hard, you 
may feel embarrassed or unsure and you don’t want other people 
to dislike you. Others will respect you for it. If they don’t, it’s okay. 
They don’t deserve your admiration. As Winston Churchill once 
said, “You have enemies? Good. It means you have finally stood 
up for something, sometime in your life.”n

Legally Blonde
Maria Stroia
Step Up

“Somewhere inside, we all have the 

courage
to take a stand.”

Dear Editors... Having a father in the military is one of the most interesting things in my life. I wouldn’t say it 
is a good thing, because he has to put himself in danger but it gives you this  feeling of pride 
knowing that your father is out there protecting this country that men and women have died 
for, and he is doing his part. I think it is very important for everyone to take time and recognize 

the military men and women for their sacrifice. But, not just on Veteran’s Day but everyday. Take time and thank a soldier for serving 
when you see them in an airport, take time and shake their hand when you see them at Wendy’s, take time and go up to Veteran’s who 
are out and about and thank them for all they have given for this country. Take time and recognize the fact that you have your rights 
and freedom’s because men and women all across this great country put their own safety at risk, left their families at home, and went 
to foreign countries to help defend the principles of democracy. Take time everyday to recognize those people that have given so much, 
to so many, and give them a simple thank you for serving, because you have no idea how much that means to them, and their families. 
Remember what Cynthia Ozick once said, “We often take for granted the very things that most deserve our gratitude.”
Sincerely,
 Alex Kalmar
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As Americans, we have a system 

set up that allows us to put trust 
in others to insure our nation runs 

smoothly. We elect senators, governors, 
and even judges. So what happens in 
a country when a judge, a person the 
American people elected to insure their 
protection, is discovered to have physi-
cally abused his own daughter? What 
are we to expect from a man whose job 
it is to protect children from the harmful 

effects of child abuse is an abuser him-
self? These are the exact 
questions people around 
the country are asking 
themselves. 

After six years of si-
lence, 23-year-old Hillary 
Adams thought it was 
time to be free. She pub-
lically came out with the 
stories of abuse suffered 
at the hands of her fa-
ther, Judge William Adams. One video in particular went viral, 
showing her father beating her with a leather belt a, accord-
ing to a Nov. 2 article on msnbc.com. Many may ask why, and 
the only answer that can be provided to them is the following: 
16-year-old Hillary was using the Internet. Yes, you heard me, 
she was using the Internet.

Teenagers  around the country use the Internet for a variety 
of reasons. We use it for school work, to keep in contact with 
friends and to download the music we love. Hillary was using 
this computer for the later of the three options, and she re-
cieved a beating that will never be forgotten by both Hillay and 
people around the world.  

Still, questions remain concerning the details of the case. 
What possesses a father to take a belt to his own child? Better 
yet, what kind of person can work in an as a family court judge 
where he hears cases of child abuse on a daily basis — only to 
go home at night and become the abuser? There is absolutely 
no circumstance where anyone should ever put their hands on 

a child in a negative way. Not one person should have that right...
but a parent? By definition is it not a parent’s job to love and pro-
tect their child?

What Hillary Adams was doing on the computer that night may 
have been illegal, as downloading music and games was at the 
time, but that’s not the point. If he had grounded his daughter 
for doing something wrong this would never have been an issue. 
It would never have been on the news and it would never have 
been made into a video; for the simple fact that he handled his 
daughter’s “misbehavior” in the way he did, legal action should 
be taken.

Though the statute of limitations has expired on the case, legal 
action still needs to be taken. Not only was this man a parent that 
committed a crime to the effect he did, but he was also a judge. 
People looked up to this man for the good deeds he did them by 

locking up offenders. 
As if child abuse isn’t bad 

enough, now we have to add 
in the fact that this young girl 
suffered from cerebral palsy. 
Cerebral palsy is a group of 
disorders that can involve 
the brain and nervous system 
functions such as movement, 
learning, hearing, seeing. So, 
as can be noted, not only did 

this monster abuse a defenseless child, he abused a defenseless 
child who, by way of medical condition, had no way of defending 
herself even if she would have otherwise had the ability to. 

Though horrifying, there is an inspirational side to the story. 
According to Hillary, she didn’t tell the world about her abuse be-
cause she wanted revenge or because she wanted a nation full of 
people to feel bad for her. She told the world her story for one rea-
son, to better that same man that put her through hell. "I wanted 
to show my father, 'Hey, I think you are in some denial about the 
way you are treating me and my mother,' and maybe showing him 
this would make him see something he didn't see before," Hillary 
told CNN in a Nov. 3 article. 

Above all, this judge has another thing coming on Election Day, 
as it is highly unlikely his name will be called as he runs for re-
election. He is just another piece of garbage in a world full of lies 
and he is not worth the time of day. However, his daughter is, and 
though the statute of limitations has expired, justice for Hillary 
will prevail.n

Swooping the System
Paiton Swope
Justice’s Abuser

In Reply... Alex:
We agree that all people should take a moment every time they see a veteran to let them know how 
much they truly are appreciated. So many overlook the things that veterans do for Americans and the 
risks they have taken putting their lives on the line. Sadly, we all tend to only thank our Veterans one 

day out of the year, which happens far too often. People hop on the train of something at first and after a short time we tend to forget 
them. Veterans should never be overlooked. They will never forget the time they served or the experiences they had and we should 
not forget them either. 
We also have loved ones in our lives that have entered into branches of the military and know how hard it is worrying about them ev-
eryday and hoping that nothing bad has happened to them while serving. Our hearts go out to you as it is hard to imagine what having 
a father serving would be like and commend him for all the work he has done to protect our country and our rights to keep America the 
free country we have all come to appreciate. We hope that this Veterans Day everyone took the chance to thank every Veteran they 
saw, if not there is no time like the present. Thanks, Alex. We hope that other students will continue to write letters to the editors.
Your Editors

The Viking Views.opinion

“What are we to expect from a man whose       

Job
it is to protect children”
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For this generation the word apple means so much more 
than just a fruit that grows on a tree. The Apple computer 
company that started in 1977 has evolved into an electronics 

company larger that anyone could have ever expected. This success 
is largely because of one of the great minds behind the designs, 
Steve Jobs.

Making a name for itself for many years now, this year Apple 
celebrated the 10 year anniversary of the iPod the first of many 
products to begin with the famous lowercase i that took the world 
by storm.

Business Management teacher Mrs. Kim Nidy agreed that 
Apple has created a name for itself over the years and has taken 
over the technology market.

“It seems like its Apple and everybody else,” she said. “They’re 
the benchmark for all other companies.”

While Apple has created a name for itself, Steve Jobs was a 
large driving force behind many of the new ideas that propelled 
Apple forward.

“I think that he kind of embodied the spirit of innovation,” Nidy 
said. “He did things because of a vision, not to make money. He 
was so passionate about his products.”

Interactive Media teacher Mr. Gary Bodenschatz agreed Jobs 
was a large part of the creative process.

“Steve Jobs’ creative process was centered around making 
products that were simple, powerful and beautiful,” he said. “In 
my mind, no computer software or hardware company comes 
close to doing all three as well as Apple.”

Bodenschatz also agreed that while Apple was propelled 
forward,  they also influenced other companies to create new 
products.

“Apple pushed the electronics industry to think more about the 
user interface and the industrial design of the products,” he said. 
“In a nutshell, the user experience.” 

One of the reasons Apple may have caught on so quickly was 
because of its sleek designs and ease of use.

“Before Apple, many electronic devices were mostly about 
function, what the device could do,” Bodenschatz said. “Apple 
made products that integrated form and function beautifully.”

When Apple computers began to be widely produced, they 
were unlike anything before, which added to their popularity. 
Bodenschatz remembers when he first saw the computer.

“I was in high school when the first Macintosh was produced,” 
he said. “It was like nothing we had ever seen. I was taking Media 
Communications with Mr. Baran, and it completely changed the 
way graphic designers worked. For a very long time, Macs were 
primarily associated with the creative community, but now Apple 
has broken out of that small demographic. The introduction and 

public acceptance of the iPod really pushed the Apple brand way 
beyond the small creative community.”

Following in the suit of easy user interface and design, perhaps 
one of Apples most popular items, was the iPod. According to cnet.
com, Jobs unveiled the iPod for the first time on Oct. 23 2001. No 
one could have imagined how fast the iPod took off and over the 
last decade came to define this generation.

“It’s made music more a part of our culture because its so 
readily available,” Nidy said.

Senior Todd Beavers agreed music is more available, as well as 
more portable.

“It has allowed for portable music listening,” he said. “It gives 
us more storage capacity as well. With iPods containing as much 
as 160GB, people now have the ability to put as much music on 
their mp3 player as their heart desires.”

Bodenschatz agreed that through the iPod, music became more 
accessible.

“Today our culture is all about convenience,” he said. “Today, 
all your music and data information fits in your hand, so you can 
have it with you always. We can access nearly any song or info in 
a matter of seconds, without paying.”

While there are many positives to the accessibility of music 
through the iPod and iTunes, Bodenschatz said there are negatives 
this generation has come to take advantage of.

“In my opinion there’s a downside to this,” he said, “Many 
students I talk to believe that everything on the Internet is free. 
Call me old fashioned, but most mp3 files are not free and should 
be purchased.”

Along with the integration and newfound availability of music, 
the iPod has also increased the multitasking ability among younger 
people.

“It has made this generation multitaskers,” Nidy said. “You 
may be doing five different things at once on one device.”

Bodenschatz agreed that we have become a multitasking and 
daring generation.

“On a positive note, constant access to nearly unlimited 
information has made us faster, smarter, and more willing to take 
on tasks we normally wouldn’t have attempted,” he said.

Even with all of the success Apple has had over the years, 
Bodenschatz and Beavers both agreed Apple’s future is uncertain 
with the loss of such a vital part of the company.

“[Its] hard to tell. Last time Apple was without Steve Jobs they 
nearly went bankrupt,” Bodenschatz said.

Beavers agreed.
“Steve Jobs was such a visionary,” he said. “He lead a broken 

company to worldwide prominence in a little over 10 years. 
Without Steve, I don’t see how Apple will last.” n

The iGeneration
Celebrating Steve Jobs and 10 years of iPod
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Preparing for “Harvey” 

There are many events that may occur 
in a person’s life that can lead them 
to becoming considered insane. 

Whether it is has been being locked away 
in a closet for years, getting a serious head 
injury and forever doing one event that 
happened before the injury or claiming to 
have a six-and-a-half foot tall white rabbit 
following you. 

“’Harvey’ is about a gentleman, Elwood 
P. Dowd (Evan Arnold), with whom the 
town he lives in considers him to be crazy,” 
Co-director Mr. Darrell Woods said. “He 
has a unique relationship with an invisible 
friend, Harvey, who so happens to be a six 
and a half foot tall, white rabbit. Elwood’s 
sister, Veta (Alexa Mittica) 
and niece Myrtle Mae (Katy 
Campanaro) decide to commit him 
to a sanitarium. At the sanitarium 
though, they consider Veta to be the 
crazy one, and Elwood to be sane. 
As the play continues, Harvey may in fact 
be real.”

Woods said “Harvey” is a play of 
“misconceptions and misinformation” that 
makes it full of laughter and the occasional 
sentimental moment. It keeps its audience 
on the edge of their seats in anticipation of 
what the next move of the actors will be. 

Owens said with all the work that has 
been put into this show, the reaction from 
the audience will hopefully be positive. 

“I think [the audience] will be really 
surprised with all the technical stuff that 
we are going to do, especially when Harvey 
walks into a room or when he sits down,” 
senior Clint Owens said. “They are really 
going to be surprised and they are really 
going to enjoy it.”

Senior Alexa Mittica agreed with the 
hopes that “Harvey” will be a success. 

“We’ve gotten a lot of positive feedback,” 
Mittica said. “Every time we are like ‘oh, 
we’re doing “Harvey”’ everyone is like 
‘oh my gosh I remember that show.’ The 
young generation will also take to the show 
well because it is funny and it has things 
they will understand. It will work well with 
the elder generations because a lot of them 
grew up watching this and know about it, 
so they are excited to relive it.” 

Woods views this play appropriate for 
any generation that comes to see it.

“It is a play for all ages,” he said.
To have a successful show though, the 

cast, crew and directors must work well 
together. 

“The cast is very talented,” Woods said. 
“It covers a wide range of students from 
freshmen to seniors. We [also] have an 
experienced tech crew who will allow us 
to do some neat things on stage to try and 
surprise the audience.”

Owens had the same views that  the cast 
and crew have become closer. 

“We’ve all just become one big family,” 
Owens said, “Like the directors and the 
actors already know each other. But the 
new actors, they’ve all just become part 
of that family. Like every year with the 

drama production, it just becomes bigger 
and bigger.”

Mittica also agreed that being on the 
production of “Harvey,” has brought her 
closer to other students she thought she 
would never be close with. 

“You are definitely talking to people 
that you wouldn’t talk to before,” Mittica 
said. “You make friends that you don’t get 
to see throughout the day. You get different 
friendships than the ones you are use to.  

And [being in this production] I can always 
get Mr. Woods to help me with physics.”

Mittica said that alongside the 
relationships that are built between the 
cast, crew and directors, the actual effort 
put into producing the play can be difficult 
at times.

“We’ve put a lot of effort into it,” Mittica 
said. “I know for me there have been a lot 
of sleepless nights doing homework, and on 
top of that attempting to memorize lines.”

Owens agreed with Mittica on the rough 
hours of the production of “Harvey.”

“We stay after school, every day from 
three until five,” Owens said. “We attempt 
to stay focused and we always get what 
we need done. We try our hardest and we 

always have laughs throughout 
practice which is good.”

“Harvey” is directed by Mrs. 
Ginny Herman and Mr. Darrell 
Woods, and stage manager KC 
McQuiston. “Harvey” is almost 
guaranteed to be quite the 

adventure of a show. Play dates start Fri., 
Nov. 18 at seven P.M., Sat., Nov. 19 at 
seven P.M. and Sun., Nov. 20 at two P.M. 
Tickets will be sold at the door for eight 
dollars. Concessions will be sold during 
intermission.

As for Mittica and Owens, the feeling 
of success has finally come to pay its dues. 
“As long as we keep it up, and do our 
best 110 percent, it is going to be a terrific 
show,” Owens said.n

nSeniors Casey Sabella and Evan Arnold  rehearse their parts for ‘Harvey.’

Madeline Tauscher
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY MADELINE TAUSCHER

Drama club puts in their last practices before opening show

“It is a play for all ages.”
-Mr. Darrell Woods
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Coldplay is back with their new album 
“Mylo Xyloto,” bringing even more 
catchy songs that will be stuck in your 
head. Though the album may not be very 
diverse, Coldplay does experiment with 
new sounds, especially in the mainstream 
pop track featuring Rihanna, “Princess of 
China.” The new sound is also evident in 
the title track “Mylo Xyloto,” which is a 
perfect introduction to the fun style of the 
album by featuring the uniqueness of the 
xylophone. However, the best aspect of 
the album is the use of short, instrumental 
introductions to a majority of the tracks. 
Instead of going right into the next track, 
the instrumentals contribute a nice flow to 
the album. “Mylo Xyloto” is unique and 
definitely not average, though it is sure to 
please everyone. 

Kelly Clarkson’s new album “Stronger,” 
was released at the later date of Oct. 
24. Although the original release date 
was pushed back, the album shows no 
great reasoning for the delay. Like many 
albums, “Stronger” has its good and bad 
tracks. Songs such as “Mr. Know It All” 
and “Standing In Front Of You,” show 
the side of Clarkson’s voice that won her 
American Idol, while having lyrics that 
fans can relate to. However, “I Forgive 
You” and “What Doesn’t Kill You” left 
so much disappointment, sounding like 
poorly made club tracks. For the die-hard 
Clarkson fans, this will give you the side 
you never saw. This album may be called 
“Stronger,” but an album is only as strong 
as its weakest track, and this one just isn’t 
strong enough. 

If you like deep, sexy country voices, 
then Toby Keith’s new CD, “Clancy’s 
Tavern” is defintely for you. Starting off 
with perhaps his most popular, “Made in 
America,” Keith captures his listeners yet 
again with the spirit of this song. He then 
goes on to attribute a song to a legitimate 
tavern, called “Clancy’s Tavern.” In 
this song, he sings about the daily lives 
of the people who work at the Tavern. 
On the second half of the CD, comes 
the song “Tryin’ to Fall in Love.” It is a 
sentimental, yet upbeat song about trying 
to mend broken hearts and find new love, 
unsuccessfully. Nearing the end of this 
awesome CD, a hysterical song called, 
“Red Solo Cup,” plays. Who would have 
guessed that a plastic cup would ever have 
a song attributed to it? 
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TOBY KEITHKELLY CLARKSON
Stronger

-Kirsty Malloy

COLDPLAY
Mylo Xyloto

-Kelsea Daniluk -Madeline Tauscher

Clancy’s Tavern



Everything I heard about “Tower Heist” was the complete opposite of how it actually turned out. All anyone said was how cheesy the 
jokes were, or how bad the concept for the movie was, so obviously I went into the theater bumming about how I’d be wasting money 
to see it. Let me tell you, I walked out of there laughing more than one of those babies on Youtube. I cannot stress how hard this movie 
made me laugh during so many parts, and every negative comment was blown out of the water. 
In the beginning a big shot living in a highly esteemed building, Arthur Shaw (Alan Alda), is arrested for fraudulent handling of people’s 
accounts. A few monthes earlier, the towers manager, Josh Kovacs (Ben Stiller), had 
given all of the employee’s pensions to Shaw so he could invest the money and get 
them big bucks in return. At first Kovacs belives he is innocent, but after realizing 
that the money is now lost, Kovacs is determined to return every dime back into the 
employees hands by bailing out a thief, Slide (Eddie Murphy), to help in his quest to 
take down Shaw. With the help of a team of other employees, they manage to discover 
the truth about Shaw. What happens next is a mish-mash of the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade, beating a car with a golf club, knocking out federal agents with maid carts, 
and towing a classic Ferrari out of a high rise tower with a window-washing platform, 
all and I am while I am laughing at the crazed antics of two, in my opinion, geniuses 
in comedy. 
Although there was hardly anything I didn’t like, my only complaint is the lack of 
realism; however, the laughs and the storyline kept it in the high stars. If you’re looking 
for something that will make you laugh uncontrollably, and even give you a little bit of 
a heart-warming feeling, then “Tower Heist” is the show to see.

- Katie Livick

Tower Heist
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Sami Nonno
Staff writer
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A major accomplishment
Hoover twirlers honored with national awards, recognition

Hoover has a long standing tradi-
tion of producing top-quality 
athletes — and the majorettes, on 

and off the field, are no exception. 
The Jazz Dolls, which consist of twirlers 

from all over the state and even some twirl-
ers from other states, is a nationally-ranked 
team. This twirling team has been attend-
ing national competitions since 1969, ac-
cording to  adviser Annette Sylvester. Their 
numerous awards include Grand National 
Twirling Champion, Miss Majorette of 
America and many more.

In addition to national recognition, The 
Jazz Dolls have qualified to represent the 
United States internationally as members 
of the U.S. team seven times in several dif-
ferent countries.

Not only does the group as a whole win 
awards and titles, but indiviual twirlers  can 
win titles outside of the team as well.

All five of the majorettes from Hoover, 
juniors Brooke Hromiak and Bree Schillig, 
sophomore Laura Lizak and freshmen Ash-
ley Brogan and Lianna McDonald, are on 
this nationally ranked team. Brogan started 
twirling as a Jazz Doll at a young age. 

“When I was 6, I saw The Jazz Dolls 
practicing,” she said. “The next year, I 
joined, and they taught me everything I 
know about twirling.” 

Like Brogan, the other four majorettes 

started twirling at a young age and joined 
the Jazz Dolls in hopes of becoming a bet-
ter twirler.

According to Sylvester, the girls devote 
hours of their time to practicing with this 
team. The girls practice at least two days 
a week from September to May, and every 
day in June and July. All five of the major-
ettes agree that these intense practices have 
helped them become a better twirler.

“They will see a 100% improvement 
once they are trained as a Jazz Doll,” Syl-
vester said.

Shillig agreed.
“I would have never gotten this far if it 

wasn’t for Jazz Dolls” Schillig said. “[Prac-
tices] are insane. We practice in a gym with 
no air-conditioning every day. It’s hot and 
a ton of work.” 

Although the conditions are rough, the 
girls still work their hardest and strive to 
become their best.

Along with long and intense practices, 
the girls also have to give up some of their 
free time to be able to take part in this 
team. 

“You have to have your full commit-
ment, which means maybe giving up all 
time with friends, vacations with families, 
and relaxing,” Hromiak said. 

These practice are vital to the girls’ per-
formances though, McDonald said. 

“In order to be ready, we need to prac-
tice to make everything perfect,” she said. 

Lizak agreed.

“That’s how the Jazz Dolls have [won] 
so many titles,” she said. “We all work hard 
to accomplish our goal.” 

“Practice is very important,” Sylvester 
said. “It not only increases their skill level, 
but it teaches them that you must work hard 
to be successful in whatever you choose to 
do in life.”

“Perfect practice makes perfect perfor-
mance,” Sylvester said.

As well as skill, the girls have gained 
plenty of confidence through practicing 
and being a part of the Jazz Dolls. Before 
the performances, the girls agreed that they 
feel nervous, but added once they get on 
the field, all their worries go away and the 
only thing they focus on is their baton, the 
routine and each other. 

According to Hromiak, the hard work, 
intense practices and determination pay 
off. The performances of the Jazz Dolls 
are internationally known. People enjoy 
watching them and the judges look forward 
to seeing them preform. 

“That is what we are known all over for 
— all of our titles and accomplishments,” 
she said. “Even if we don’t win, we still 
know we did the best.” n
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(above from left to right) Hoover majorettes 
Brooke Hromiak, Bree Schillig, Laura Lizak, 
Lianna McDonald and Ashley Brogan pose 
for a photo. They compete on a nationally 
ranked team called the Jazz Dolls. n
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On the night 
of Nov. 7, 
a piece of 

America was lost. 
One of the world’s 
greatest heavy-
weight champions 
passed away after a 
short bout with liver 
cancer. 

His name was Jo-
seph William Frazier, and he was the man 
who handed Muhammad Ali his first 
lost in what was deemed “The Fight 
of the Century.” 

Joe Frazier, also known as 
“Smokin’ Joe,” spent a lifetime linked 
with Muhammad Ali, and after three 
immortalized fights, both these men 
had a bitter dislike for each other. In 
their final fight at the “Thrilla in Manila” 
in 1975, Ali barely emerged victorious after 
14 arduous rounds that were fought with 
unbelievable tenacity.

“Closest thing to dying that I know of,” 
Ali said following the fight.

During his entire career, Frazier was only 
beaten in four major fights, two against 
Ali and two against George Foreman. But 
his failures are greatly outweighed by his 
successes. In 1970, he became the heavy-
weight champion by defeating Jimmy Ellis, 
which was followed by his greatest victory 

against Ali.
Now, it is generally accepted that Ali 

was the greatest heavy-weight to ever step 
in the ring. But this wouldn’t have been 
possible had he not had Frazier by his side. 
Frazier’s famous left hook and undying de-
termination made him the ultimate oppo-
nent and earned the respect of many box-
ing fans around the world.

Although these men were fierce com-
petitors, they eventually made their peace 
shortly before Frazier’s passing. Both men 

paid a high price in the ring, but the two 
did everything they could to epitomize an 
era. And it was an era we may never see 
the likes of again. Both men became leg-
endary in their own rights. 

It’s hard for our generation to under-
stand it now, but back in the day, boxing 
was a sport watched by millions. Today, 
boxing is a sport in decline partially be-
cause people are continually turning to-
wards alternatives. I would much rather 
watch football or basketball than boxing. 

However, during boxing’s heyday, Fra-

zier and his opponents were on top of the 
world because there stories were captivat-
ing. Being the heavyweight champion of 
the world was similar to being the fastest 
man in the world. Perceptions were obvi-
ously high.

The fascination with these men was un-
believable at the time. No one could keep 
their eyes away from the fiery punches ex-
changed among the trio of Foreman, Fra-
zier and Ali.

But now, all of these legends are little 
more than a memory. And Frazier’s 
name is easily the smallest memory 
many boxing fans had. He was un-
derappreciated during his time.

But it’s not too late to pay him 
his respect, which is why I think it’s 
necessary to pay homage to this 
sensational man.

To conclude, the effects of Frazier’s 
death were felt all across the boxing com-
munity. Ali’s former fight promoter, Bob 
Arum, was saddened by his passing and 
said Frazier was an inspirational man.

“Joe Frazier should be remembered as 
one of the greatest fighters of all time and 
a real man,” Arum told the AP in a tele-
phone interview October 7. “He’s a guy 
that stood up for himself. He didn’t com-
promise and always gave 100 percent in 
the ring. There was never a fight in the ring 
where Joe didn’t give 100 percent.”n
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“Frazier’s famous left

Hook...
made him the ultimate opponent...”

Yoos got nothin’ on me
Clint Yoos
Remembering Greatness

Additions n Basements
Kitchens n Baths

Decks n Ext./Int. repairs

5% teacher discount!!!!
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Hoover players, coaches suit up for the coming season...
n Facts and reports compiled by Clint Yoos, Maria Stroia and Kelsey Peare

The sky is dark at 5:30 p.m., but the lights are shining in the gym. The wind may be cold, 
and the snow might have buried more than a few cars, but Hoover’s athletes are still 
willing to dedicate themselves to their respective sports. From the swimmers at the 

YMCA  to the ball players on Hoover’s courts, everyone is gearing up for a new season.
Professionally, the NBA may be on hold, but Hoover’s basketball teams are ready to play 

for your entertainment. The boys tip-off Dec. 3, and the girls will look to continue their tradi-
tion of winning when their own season starts.

Additionally, the swimming teams were both undefeated last year as they grabbed yet 
another Federal League title. Their coach, Matthew Johnsen, will continue push his swim-
mers as he looks to win it all over again.

So, without further ado, here is a run-down of Hoover’s winter sports. Take a look at who 
you’ll be cheering for this season.

Head Coach: Matthew Johnsen.
Overview of Last Season:  6-0 First in the Fed-
eral League.
Returning Letter Winners: Seniors: Mitch Al-
ters, Thomas Tedrow, Jeff Berner, Blake Bur-
gess, Robert Martinez, Jon Friedl. Juniors:  
Matt Groves, Frew Bercaw, Brian Giannetti, 
Adam Watson, Robert Tolson. Sophomores: 
Zach Kennedy, Stephen Watson, Alex Lam-
mlein, Tristan Sedlak. 
Top Newcomers: Curtis Roden, Zach Harris, 
Nate Spaid, Michael Giannetti, Armando Ven-
tosa, Michael Cochenour, Alex Green, Gabe 
Montoya. 
Season Outlook: This boys team has the po-
tential to be the best team Hoover has had 
since 1988.

Boys swimming

Boys BasketBall

Bowlingwrestling
Co-Head Coaches:  Jon Boyajian and Dan 
Campanaro. 
Returning Letter Winners: Girls: Linley 
Hipp, Olivia Bradley and Kaleigh Barth. 
Boys: Craig Johnson, Curtis Strong and 
Anthony Inzetta. 
Top Newcomers: Girls: Anastasia Walker, 
Mackenzie Vukovich and Lauren Barth. 
Boys: David Botschner and Alex Gresh-
am. 
Season Outlook: The boys have the tal-
ent and experience to contend for the 
Federal League title; the girls are working 
hard and will improve and be competitive 
as the season progresses.

Head Coach: John Grasinger.
Assistant Coaches: Nick Gamble and Dave 
Grasinger. 
Overview of Last Season: 17-3 Fourth 
place in the Federal League, Ryan Teis 
placed fifth place at State. 
Returning Letter Winners: Seniors: Sam 
Wakser, J. Connor Grasinger, Spencer Keel-
er. Juniors: Jordan Wakser, Andy Fausnight, 
Joe Howard, Tyler Stoltz, Miguel Maron-
Vilarreal. Sophomores: Nathan Burns, Ty-
son Freeman, Jake Evanich, Dillon Sander-
son, Tyler Maloy, Cam Haverfield.
Top Newcomers: Mike Ratae, Clay Haver-
field.
Season Outlook: Solid team with a strong 
season  outlook.

Head Coach: Randy Montgomery.
Assistant Coaches: Troy Clark, Terry Cook and Jim York.
Overview of Last Season: 13-8. A young squad overall produced 13 wins with a strong 
schedule. Nyles Evans became the all time leading scorer in Hoover High School history. 
Start of Regular Season: December 3rd (home) vs. Lincoln West.
End of Regular Season: February 24th against Cardinal Mooney.
Returning Letter Winners: Seniors: Michael Ducey, Taylor Moore. Juniors: Dom Iero, Max 
Erb, Harrison Blackledge.
Top Newcomers: Nick Fausnight, Evan Shick, Tyler Veldhuizen, Tyler Maciag. 
Key Competition: Federal League, Crown Jewel Classic in Orlando Florida over Christmas. 
Akron St. V (2011) State Champions. Massilon, College of Wooster Classic, Mercy Medical 
Classic (home) vs. St. Thomas. 
Season Outlook: We have a strong nucleus returning with significant playing time. We 
will need to develop mentally and build from that experience to see at what  level we 
are to compete. 
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girls BasketBall
Head Coach: Matthew Johnsen.
Overview of Last Season: 6-0 First in the 
Federal League.
Returning Letter Winners: Seniors: Emily 
Evans, Lauren Lammlein, Sara Nist, Lauren 
Richards, Elise Schliffka, Jeana Rae Schaper, 
Victoria Brayer, Janelle Jackson, Macken-
zie Kennedy, Mikaela Lopez. Juniors: Becca 
Acuna, Olivia Beam. Sophomores:  Kimber-
lee Aston, Sarah Evans, Marissa Fernandez, 
Maggie Mullens, Lauren Nist, Alyssa Snyder. 
Top Newcomers: Gabby Minor, Kelly Shaw, 
Molly Patterson, Morganne Eller, Kristen Ket-
tering, Alexandra O’Connor, Emily Hayden. 
Season Outlook: The girls are looking to win 
their third Federal League title in a row, and 
they are led by great seniors. 

Head Coach: Tim Vick.
Assistant Coaches: Renee Mayle, Annie Mont-
gomery, Mike Myers, Rob Rhoads.
Overview of Last Season: I was very pleased 
with last season. We had/have wonderful girls, 
really good players and great leadership. That 
usually leads to a great season, and last year 
was no exception. 
Returning Letter Winners: Seniors: Erika War-
ren, Sarah Wechter, Maddy Helterbran, Court-
ney Moss, Michelle Erikson. Junior: Kelsey 
Peare. Sophomores: Kaylee Stroemple, Julie 
Worley, Kelsey Lensman, Abby Warburton.
Top Newcomers: Taylor Chufar, Kaitlyn Run-
ner.
Season Outlook: We have the potential to be 
very good. We will go as far as our leaders take 
us. 

Head Coach: Geoff Bishop.
Overview of Last Season: We were very suc-
cessful in the toughest Blue division in the 
Greater Cleveland High School Hockey League.  
We were selected to the Baron Cup and lost 
to the eventual champion.  We concluded our 
season with a tournament win in Wooster.
Returning Letter Winners: All current seniors, 
juniors, and sophomores.
Top Newcomers: We win as a team, we lose 
as individuals. All of our newcomers work to-
gether.
Season Outlook: Our goal as a team is to se-
cure an invitation at the end of the year to the 
Baron Cup.  This is based on your overall record 
and only four of sixteen teams are selected.  
The Baron Cup is the showcase tournament for 
Northeast Ohio high school hockey. 

hockey girls swimming
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The girls cross country team ended 
their season on a high note at the 
State cross country meet Nov. 5 

at the National Trail Raceway in Hebron, 
Ohio. Throughout the season, varsity 
competed in ten races and JV competed 
in seven. Both teams raced competitively 
through the sun, rain and mud. Although 
the weather wasn’t ideal, they raced hard 
and were very successful overall. 

The JV team took first place in the 
newcomer’s race at the Cloverleaf 
invitational and defended their title at 

the Stark County Championships. They 
also finished second at the Les Eisenhart 
invitational and the Federal League meet. 

Varsity also had a strong season. They 
earned first place finishes at the Stark 
County Championships, Federal League 
and Districts. Following the District 
meet, the team of Emily Saus, Sydney 
Lautzenheiser, Helen Meffie, Amy 
Stephens, Kelsey Peare, Emily Jakowski 
and Katy Falkenberg finished fifth place at 
Regionals to earn a trip to the State meet 
for the sixth year in a row. 
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Tradition keeps running
Kelsey Peare
Staff Writer

The girls continued a trend of finishing 
in the top ten at the State meet by placing 
tenth. 

Amy Stephens, a four year runner for the 
Vikings, said that the cross country team is 
very close.

“Our team is one of the closest because 
we can talk to each other twenty-four seven, 
even during practice,” she said. “We have a 
tight bond.”

The girls cross country team has 
produced many notable runners.

Top performers at the State meet were 
Amy Stephens, running a 19:22 in fifty-
sixth place, Emily Saus in seventy-second 
and Sydney Lautzenheiser in seventy-fifth.

Head coach, Jason Kirkland, is satisfied 
with how the season played out.

“The hard work began in June,” he said. 
“The girls bonded at camp, practiced hard 
everyday, trudged through mud all season 
and the season culminated with a tenth 
place finish at the State meet. I am very 
proud of this team.” n
n(above from left to right) Sophomores Helen Meffie 
and Sydney Lautzenheiser, juniors Emily Jakowski and 
Katy Falkenberg, senior Amy Stephens, junior Kelsey 
Peare and senior Emily Saus pose following the state 
race Nov. 5. The varsity team placed 10th as a team.
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Story and Photo by Maria Stroia

Soccer is a sport known world wide. With many fans following the sport, 
being a player is almost honorable. Sophomore Gabe Montoya has just fin-
ished his first season on Hoover’s varsity soccer team. Although Montoya 

was new to the team, he says soccer has always been a big part of his life.
“I play soccer because I got into it as a kid, and I’ve loved it ever since.”
He said spending time with the team is what makes him enjoy soccer so much.
“We have a lot of fun out there; it really helps when you’re trying to work to-

gether as a whole,” he said.
Junior Brian Foust, one of Montoya’s teammates, said that Montoya  has im-

proved over the course of the season.
“He started out pretty timid, but by the end of the season, he was more outgoing 

and had improved a lot,” he said. 
According to Foust, making the varsity team as a sophomore was quite an ac-

complishment for Montoya, as most sophomores are on the junior varsity team. 
“I think it’s because he’s a hardworker, and he’s willing to give it his all,” Foust 

said. “He’s got a good personality and keeps the team in a good mood.”  
Montoya said he is most motivated by the support of the fans.
“If it’s a home game, hearing fans cheering helps me to play the best I can,” he 

said.

Not many people can say they have gotten the privilege of going to states in a 
sport. The hard work it takes to accomplish this paid off for junior Mackenzie 
Dipietro after a successful golf season.

Dipietro started at an early age, and her grandpa got her interested in the sport.
“I started golfing when I was around five years old,” Dipietro said. “My grandpa 

actually owned his own golf course. He was the one who taught me almost everything 
I know about golf and really got me interested in it.”

Starting at an early age led Dipietro to be successful. 
“The feeling of getting to go to states is indescribable,” she said. “There was a 

bunch of different feelings, but I was so happy I finally made it to states after not 
making it the past two years. I was so happy with the way I played. I just couldn’t 
wait to get out on the course again to keep playing.”

Dipietro’s teammates are proud of her as well as her coach. Junior Katie Casey, 
Dipietro’s teammate, said her attitude is always positive.

“Mackenzie works very hard to be the best that she can be,” she said. “She is very 
dedicated to the sport and her team. She always has a positive attitude which helps 
the team stay positive too.”

         
Story by Adrienne Devore n Photo by Maddie Morrow
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(Clockwise from top right) n Sophomore Sydney Lautzenheiser runs 
in the state cross country meet. The girls placed tenth out of all the 
teams competing. n Senior Melissa Bentler spikes the ball against 
Orrville. The Vikings won 3-2. n Senior Stephen Burrier and junior Kevin 
Hernandez compete in the Stark County Meet at Glenoak. They placed 
fourth overall. n The football team lines up against Jackson. The boys won 
the game 34-28 and knocked the Polar Bears out of the playoffs.
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