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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspaper 

produced 10 times a year to approximately 1,900 
students and staff, as well as members of the com-
munity. As student editors make content decisions 
independently of the school’s staff and administra-
tion, the paper is considered a forum for student 
opinion. It is therefore exempt from prior review or 
restraint in both principle and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encour-
aged. Letters must be signed, but, upon request, 
they may be published anonymously at the discre-
tion of the staff. The Viking Views reserves the right 
to edit letters for space and content in order to main-
tain the paper’s high standards against obscenity, 
libelous material, and personal attacks. Letters that 
exhibit a blatant disregard for such standards will not 
be considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a major-
ity of the editorial board. No one individual may be 
held responsible for the opinions expressed therein. 
Signed editorials and columns reflect the opinion 
of the writer and not The Viking Views, adviser or 
school. The Viking Views takes all measures possible 
to make a clear distinction between fact and opinion 
in all news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views will print 
retractions as they are brought to the attention of the 
staff.                       
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dear readers,
Think about your first Halloween 

costume. Whether you were a prin-
cess or a ghost, we all remember 
our favorite costume. 

Halloween is a time of creepy 
crawlers and ghosts that float 
through halls of haunted houses.

It is a time of spooks and scares 
from friends as harmless jokes. 
The theaters have a heyday with 
the blood and guts, and we have 
picked some of the scariest mov-
ies of all time. 

Through all of the scares of Hal-
loween comes light-hearted trick-
or-treating.

Whatever happened to trick-or-
treating at night? Halloween is a 
dark holiday, so why are children 
out during the Browns’ game at 
one o’clock? Not that anyone cares 
about the Browns anyway.

Collecting free candy is always a 
plus and most kids go for the choc-
olate that rots your teeth instantly. 

But who cares, they are only your 
baby teeth—they eventually fall 
out.

After collecting candy with fam-
ily and friends, trading candy can 
become an intense session of bar-
gaining: “I’ll give you two Twizzlers 
for your Milky Way.”

Halloween also prompts televi-
sion shows to do an episode. Who 
can forget the episode of “Boy 
Meets World” when Mr. Feeney 
has a pair of scissors in the back 
of his head? Disney Channel cre-
ates several movies that come out 
each Halloween. “Twitches” and 
“Halloweentown” are hits that ap-
peal to children that still are re-run 
around Oct. 31.

Whether or not you still trick-or-
treat and trade candy, or you visit 
haunted houses and corn maize’s 
this Halloween, watch out for the 
lurking full moon at midnight.

Happy Halloween, Hoover!

On The Cover
The Viking Views celebrates the Halloween season, 
full of pumpkin carving and themed short stories.
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ANDREW KRIGLINE
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 North Canton preps for levy
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North Canton voters will have some 
important decisions to make Nov. 
2. The levy for the North Canton 

City School District is on the ballot as Issue 
4, worth $4.5 million and generating $2.9 
million per year. This is less than the levy 
from 2006 which was worth $6.5 million.

“This new levy is coming up because of 
need, not state requirement,” said School 
District Treasurer Todd Tolson. “They 

used to last eight to nine years depending 
on the economy and how wisely we spent 
our money,” he said. “Due to the current 
economy, we feel we are going to have 
smaller levies every three or four years.”

 Teaching Professions II teacher Mrs. 
Shirley Dobry said a loss of revenue because 
of the closing of the Hoover Company also 
contributed to the need for a new levy.

Tolson said part of this need can also be 
attributed to a loss in state funding. 

“We have no control over Ohio funding, 
so when we need additional revenue, we 
ask taxpayers for more through a levy,” he 
said.

Overall, the district cut $4.9 million 
through wages, fringes, reduction of staff 
and elimination of planned purchases, said 
Tolson.

Superintendent Mr. Michael Gallina 
said the levy needs to pass Nov. 2 in order 

for the district to begin collecting money 
before the next school year.

“The need is real and the need is now,” 
he said. “We tried to make it to May 2011, 
but state funding fell short of anticipated 
levels.”

If this levy were to pass, Gallina said the 
money from it would be used for operating 
expenses. 

“Money will be used for maintaining 
current academic programs and staffing 
levels, maintenance of buildings and 
grounds, supporting our technology 
supplies and materials and buses,” he said. 

The failure of this levy could have 
serious consequences.

Dobry said she believes programs could 
be at risk.

“Cutting programs is certainly a topic 
that administrators will have to consider,” 
she said. 

Yet Gallina said the main idea is 
keeping some programs for the students, or 
“protecting the core.”

“We want to protect the identity of our 
school district and community,” he said. 

Part of this identity involves a long 
history of passed levies. 

“There are only a couple fails going 
back to 1965 and those were bond issues,” 
Tolson said.

This year’s levy is not a bond issue. 
Gallina agreed North Canton has a good 
history of passing levies.

“North Canton has an awesome track 
record,” he said. “Five out of the last six 
levies have passed.”

The support of levies is not limited to 
the city of North Canton. The district voters 
have been very helpful in the past, and the 

 
Staff Writer
Catherine Morris 

“We have no control over Ohio funding, 
so when we need additional revenue, we 
ask taxpayers for more through a levy.”
 – Mr. Todd Tolson 
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school district has not forgotten.
“Our community has been very 

supportive,” Tolson said. 
Gallina agreed.
“I so appreciate how supportive our 

community has been in the past,” he said. 
“North Canton is a special place because of 
the great relationship that exists between its 
city government, Chamber of Commerce, 
staff, students and families.”

Another place students spend much 
time has a levy on the upcoming ballot: the 
North Canton Public Library. 

“We have not asked for taxpayer support 
in 17 years,” said director of the North 
Canton Public Library, Sandra Lang.

The library’s levy is worth $1 million 
and also came about because of a loss in 
state funding.

The library made some adjustments, 
cutting 31 percent of the staff, 33 percent 
of the material budget and reducing service 
hours by 25 percent. 

If the levy does not pass, the library 
will continue to make cuts as the budget 
dictates.

However, if the levy does pass, Lang 
said the money will be used to purchase 
materials, meet utility bills, maintain the 
building and pay other operating expenses.

These new materials may not necessarily 
be books.

“There is a lot of conversation in the 
media that libraries are going away,” Lang 
said. “The truth of the matter is that we are 
adapting and changing to people’s needs.”

Since the library services the entire 
North Canton City School District, those 
residents will be voting on the levy.

“The taxpayers in that service area 
provide the funding,” Lang said.  

Lang said she feels the passing of this 
levy will give back to the community.

“The money that is raised for the levy 
will be spent to benefit the North Canton 
community directly,” she said.

The school district and library levies 
are up for voting at the same time, yet the 
organizations said they do not feel they are 
up against one another. 

“We are very supportive of the library’s 
efforts and realize that they would not have 
sought a levy unless it was critical for them 
to do so,” Gallina said. 

Lang agreed.
“We’re not in competition with the 

school,” Lang said. “We’re here to 
compliment each other. It’s our goal to 
serve the community.”nv

Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
of Stark County, Ohio, Inc.

Joe L. Carpenter, DMD
Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

6653 Frank Ave. NW
North Canton, Ohio 44720

       330. 498.9920
Fax 330.498.9921



n Strickland answers questions from broad-
cast students for a segment that will appear 
on HVTV News. n Albrecht talks about AC-
ME’s new Family Cookbook that is available in 
stores. 
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Tori Christ
Staff Writer

First lady of  Ohio visits ACME
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Life is busy–to the point at which 
taking time out of the day to do 
something as simple as eating dinner 

with the family is difficult.
However, Governor Strickland’s wife, 

Mrs. Frances Strickland, decided to make 
bringing families to the table one of her 
top priorities. She visited ACME Sept. 29 
to speak and promote awareness about the 
importance of slowing down, if only for 
one night a week, and enjoying a family 
meal.

Mrs. Sophie Albrecht, wife of the 

president of ACME, spoke about the 
importance of eating together as a family. 
She referred to a book entitled “The 
Surprising Power of Family Meals,” by 
Miriam Weinstein, which discusses the 
benefits to eating together as a family. 
Albrecht said it is the conversation between 
family members at the dinner table that is 
most important.

“It’s that emotional connection that is so 
vital,” she said.

Tom Jackson, president of the Ohio 
Grocer’s Association, said a study from 
Columbia University has produced data 
claiming that eating frequent family 
dinners can have positive long-term effects 
on children, including a decreased rate of 
drug usage among teenagers.

Jackson said they chose to hold the 
event at ACME because the store expressed 
interest in it.

“We like to get [Strickland] out into 
one of our member stores and we like to 
celebrate family meal night,” he said.

In addition to the keynote speakers, 
Culinary Arts teacher Mr. Phil Ogilvie 

and three 
of his 
students 
attended 
the event. 
H i s 
students 
e a c h 
brought 

in one of their favorite family meal dishes 
and everyone in attendance sampled the 
dishes.

In addition to hosting the event, ACME 
had committee of volunteers who created a 
family cookbook to stress the importance 
of eating together.

Director of catering and corporate chef 
for ACME Marc D’Antonio headed this 
project and said it took two years to create 
the book.

“It was a fun project,” he said. “It took 
us quite awhile.”

This cookbook, available for purchase 
at ACME, is comprised of recipes from a 
variety of sources, including employees 
and customers of Acme.

“A lot of the recipes in the cookbook 
are from events we’ve done in the store,” 
D’Antonio said.

Sue Guther was a member of the 
cookbook committee and said she enjoyed 
working on the project.

“It was fun,” she said. “The thing I liked 
most of all was that you got to interact with 
a lot of people.”

Jackson applauded the work Acme and 
the committee had done on both the event 
in general and the cookbook.

“I’m so excited about this cookbook,” he 
said. “We’ve moved the agenda forward.”

Jackson said Strickland was a good 
choice to promote this cause.

“What you see is what you get with 
Frances Strickland,” he said.

Strickland said she believes young 
people can make and are making a strong 
impact on their communities and the lives 
of others.

“I’m really excited about the kind of 
attention future generations are paying to 
the environment in general,” she said.

“We like to get [Strickland] out into one 
of our member stores and we like to 
celebrate family meal night.”
– Tom Jackson, President of the Ohio Grocer’s Association
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Hall named associate principal
Tori Christ
Staff Writer

From Social Studies teacher to district 
support services to associate prin-
cipal, Mr. Ted Hall knows his way 

around the district.
Hall previously worked in the district as 

a media specialist. This year, he has taken 
on the title of associate principal/dis-
trict support services. 

“[I’m] maintaining a majority of 
my district responsibilities along with 
[being] the associate principal here at 
Hoover,” Hall said.

Some of Hall’s responsibilities 
as district support services include 
working on the district newsletter, public 
relations for the district, coordination of 
Hoover Hall, coordination of the North 
Canton Playhouse and TV distribution sys-
tems in the district.

Superintendent Mr. Michael Gallina 
said Hall’s new position came from a re-
shuffling of tasks.

“We merged his former position into a 
split position,” he said.

Principal Mr. Tony Pallija said Hall has 
n Hall sits at his desk. He has been with North 
Canton School District for many years.

R
ACH

EL BAR
AN

been doing well in his new role as associate 
principal.

“He’s doing a great job,” he said. “He’s 
learning how to discipline.”

Pallija said as a result of Hall’s com-
bined jobs, he has been assisting Hall with 
his responsibilities. Pallija said he enjoys 
the increased interaction with the students.

“Now I’m getting to meet the entire 
spectrum [of students],” he said. “It’s dif-
ferent, but I enjoy staying busy.”

Hall said he also enjoys the interaction 
with others involved in his job as associate 
principal.

“It gives me an opportunity to work with 
more students and staff on a daily basis,” 
he said. “I like the working relationship we 
have as an administration team.”

Hall said he refers to his daily routine as 

a “vocation” rather than a job. He said his 
father was a teacher and thus education has 
always been a part of his life.

“[I learned] the rewards of having an ed-
ucation and being involved with our young 
people,” he said.

Pallija said he has known Hall for sev-
eral years and he is glad to be working with 

him.
“He’s a good person and that’s 

what counts,” he said. “That’s why I 
enjoy working with him.”

Gallina said he thinks Hall will ex-
cel in his new role.

“[Hall] is a great ambassador for 
our district,” he said. “He also has a 

great way with people. Those two skill sets 
make him a good fit for this new role.”

Hall said he is looking forward to the 
years ahead as associate principal.

“My hopes are that my new role as asso-
ciate principal/district support services will 
help to contribute to the tradition of excel-
lence for North Canton City Schools and 
our community,” he said. nv  

“[Hall’s] a good person 
and that’s what counts.”

– Mr. Tony Pallija
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St. Paul Catholic 
Church
241 S. Main
North Canton

Leading Teens Closer to 

Christ
All Teens Welcome!

www.lifeteen.com
www.stpaulncanton.com

330.499.2201

Saturday nights
Located in the church hall

Booney 
& 

Pooch 
Dog Grooming

We have moved to:
1100 N. Main St.

North Canton, OH
330-244-1936

Booney
&

Pooch
Dog Grooming

We have moved to: 
1100 N. Main St.

North Canton, OH
330-244-1936

30% off
any one item

Not valid with any other offer - expires November 30, 2010

Canton Centre
330-477-3377

Belden Village
330-493-3850
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back to caring about intellect, personality, 
compassion and character [rather] than 
dress sizes, boots and purses [then bullying 
would decrease],” she said. 

According to WKSU 89.7 News, there 
are ways for teens to get help with bullying 
or suicidal feelings and is very treatable. 
Many laws across the United States and 
Ohio have been passed against bullying and 
organizations such as Operation Respect 

have been created.
“Operation Respect is a non-profit 

organization working to assure each 
child and youth a respectful, safe and 
compassionate climate of learning where 
their academic, social and [emotional] 
development can take place free of bullying, 
ridicule and violence,” WKSU 89.7 News 
stated.

Royce believes bullying and suicide 
numbers can drop if teens start respecting 
one another.

“We all are a part of this world; we all 
are valuable,” she said. “We always have 
something to give and that needs to be 
respected.”

Emily Plaver
Staff Writer

Bullying leads to teen suicides

Bullying, whether online or in per-
son, can lead to more serious conse-
quences than most believe. Suicide 

has never been a joke and as the numbers 
grow for teen suicide it has become a more 
significant topic. 

Ms. Mollie Royce, a professional clinical 
counselor, said she believes suicidal feelings 
can be triggered in teens by 
feelings of “hopelessness, 
not being able to see that 
every problem and every 
situation does have a 
solution.” 

“It tends to be rooted in 
fear, frustration and mostly 
pain and the inability to see that pain 
lessening in time,” Royce said.

Guidance counselor Margie Blake 
agreed. She said she doesn’t believe teens 
have enough coping skills or insight. 

“Teenagers feel things hard and haven’t 
had the life experiences to know that things 
can be resolved,” she said.

Most experts believe that bullying leads 
to almost all suicides. Recently the United 
States has seen first-hand what bullying can 
lead to. 

According to People magazine, four 
teens have committed suicide within the 
month of September after being tormented 
for being gay or different. Nineteen-year-
old Tyler Clementi, 13-year-old Seth Walsh, 
13-year-old Asher Brown and 15-year-old 
Billy Lucas were all victims of bullying.

“Bullying is an ugly mean of attention 
seeking,” Royce said. “It’s a very selfish 
act by the perpetrator.” 

According to WKSU 89.7 News there 
are two types of bullying: ‘indirect’ and 
‘direct.’ Indirect is more commonly used 
by girls when they socially abuse the victim 
by isolation and exclusion. Direct bullying 
is used by mostly boys when they openly 
insult or sometimes give physical harm to 
the victim. 

Online bullying seems to be the most 
popular way of bullying, used by both girls 
and boys. Facebook, Myspace and Twitter 
seem harmless but some teens use them for 
the wrong reasons. 

“[Cyber bullying] is more dangerous 
and serious than people realize,” Royce 

said. “When kids are behind a computer 
they feel more powerful than they would 
in person.”

WKSU 89.7 News agreed that cyber 
bullying has started to become a major 
problem.

“Bullying is an old problem, exacerbated 
by new technology,” WKSU 89.7 News 
stated. “Texting and social networking are 
handy weapons, especially in middle and 

high schools. Cyber bullies can launch 
stealth attacks from anywhere, at any 
time.”

Blake said cyber bullying doesn’t just 
happen and believes the problem starts 
with the bullies themselves. 

“[Bullying] starts in the bully with 
a feeling of inadequacy, intolerance of 
differences, influence of peers, to make 
themselves feel powerful or to fit in,” Blake 
said.

She also said she thinks bullies tend to 
aim at weaker kids who seem different.

“[Bullies] have forgotten respect for 
individual differences,” she said.

Royce, however, disagreed and said 
she believes it is a product of a teenager’s 
vulnerable state.

“[In the teenage years] we’re emerging 
in personalities and isolating our families 
and are giving more power to our peers,” 
she said.

However, Royce and Blake agree 
that bullying needs to stop. 

“I don’t see any need for 
any bullying ever, so any is 
too much,” Blake said. “I 
think it’s just cruel and 
unnecessary.”

Royce said she 
believes bullying 
will stop once 
teens learn to 
value what is 
important.

“If we 
could get 

“Bullying is an ugly mean of attention seeking. 
It’s a very selfish act by the perpetrator.”    
                    – Ms. Mollie Royce
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District changes NC Logo
its current product as it can until Dec. 31,” 
she said. “As of Jan. 1, all usage will have 
stopped.” 

Superintendent Mr. Michael Gallina said 
the situation was one the school district did 
not expect because the logo was in use 
for five years, but the district handled it 
quickly.

“It had not been an issue, [but] we chose 
not to push the issue,” he said. 

Although the situation is resolved, 
Gallina questioned the fact that the district 

had to change the logo in the first place. He 
said North Canton’s school district is not 
a college, not in the same region as UNC, 
utilizes different colors for the logo and is 
not making a profit.

Even though the district is not making a 
profit, local sporting goods stores have had 
to make changes. Andy Logan, owner of 
Logan’s Sporting Goods, said the issue has 
not hurt the store. 

“It hasn’t affected sales,” he said “Once 
we run out, we will work in new [items 

with the interlocking logo].” 
Mrs. Denise Malcolm is in charge of the 

school store and said she has to add the new 
logo while pulling old items. 

“After Jan. 1, we can’t have the old ‘NC’  
[logo] on anything,” she said. 

The new interlocking design was already 
one of the district’s logos, so the Board of 
Education decided to merge everything 
into the existing ‘NC’ logo.

 “It would have been more work and 
investment if [we went] to a new logo,” 

Gallina said.  
The gym floor, a $25,000 

project, was redesigned and 
refurbished to the district’s 
advantage after the new logo 
was placed into effect. 

Even though the gym 
floor benefited the district, 
it is unclear as to how UNC 
discovered North Canton’s 
logo but there are several 

thoughts. 
Aronowitz said North Canton is not 

being singled out, but the logo was seen in 
public.

“It is an issue we address quite 
frequently,” he said.

However, Gallina said it possibly 
could have been a letter to UNC from Mr. 
Montgomery thanking them for a basketball 
camp. 

“An innocent gesture surmised the 
question,” he said. nv

AJ Crofford
Staff Writer

University of North Carolina prompts the change 

For the past five years, the North 
Canton City School District used 
a simple overlaying NC design as 

their logo. But through recent conflict with 
the University of North Carolina (UNC), 
North Canton’s school district logo has to 
change due to the university’s copyright. 
The overlaying NC will be phased into an 
interlocking NC by the end of 2010. 

The issue was first addressed in letters 
between James Aronowitz, 
associate general counselor from 
the Collegiate Licensing Company 
(CLC) based out of Georgia, 
and Mary Jo Shannon Slick, 
general counsel for North Canton 
Schools.

“On behalf of The University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
CLC’s intent is to notify [North 
Canton] of the concerns that the 
University has with [the] district’s use 
of a mark that is nearly identical to the 
interlocking ‘NC’ design mark,” Aronowitz 
said in a letter sent June 8, 2010. 

In response, Slick sent a letter July 20, 
2010 explaining the phase out process North 
Canton will undergo for the following six 
months. 

“July 1 to Dec. 31—all letterhead, 
post cards, business cards, envelopes and 
website usage of the logo will be removed, 
except that the district will use as much of 

Old Overlaying NC Logo New Interlocking NC Logo

“It would have been more 
work and investment if [we 
went] to a new logo.” 

– Mr. Michael Gallina  
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n (Above) The 3rd annual Ahimsa Walk 
was held Oct. 3 at Price Park. The event 
was sponsored by the Social Studies De-
partment in honor of Mahatma Ghandi.

n The Culinary Arts Program held a ban-
quet for the bus drivers Sept. 30. More 
than 300 people attended in recognition 
of the Stark County bus drivers.

n The Art Club is painting a mural for 
the daycare at the YMCA and will also be 
carving pumpkins.

n The Leadership Council held a fund-
raiser Oct. 21 at the Waffle House. 50 
percent of the night’s profits went to 
Leadership Council. 

n The Science Department sponsored a 
Spooky Science Night for kindergarten 
and elementary school students Oct. 27. 
In addition to science-related activities, 
donations were raised that will go toward 
a local food bank.

n The Hoover choirs held their annual 
fall concert Oct. 21 in Hoover Hall. 

n Mrs. Angela Smith was chosen to be 
the Vital Viking for the month of October 
by the Future Educators of America.

n Due to a printing error, the GPA require-
ments for National Honor Society admis-
sion in the student planner is incorrect. 
The correct GPA in order to become a 
member of NHS is 4.0, not 3.71.

n The Med Tech classes are working on 
their annual Christmas Change Chal-
lenge to raise money for needy families.

n Freshman Laura Lizak and sopho-
mores Breanne Schillig and Brooke 
Hromiak won the title of Grand National 
Champions as part of the Jazz Dolls ba-
ton twirling corps at America’s Youth On 
Parade at Notre Dame University in late 
July.

n The Hoover High School marching 
band’s annual glow show took place 
after the football game against Glenoak 
Oct. 22. The theme was Pirates of the Ca-
ribbean.

COMPILED BY MARSHA DUFF
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Polatas named Teen of  the Month
Amy Roshak 
Staff Writer

There are 21 schools in Stark County, 
each with a vast number of students 
that apply, but only two students per 

month are chosen.
Repository Teen of the Month is a rare 

honor, yet for two consecutive months, 
students from Hoover High School have 
been selected for this prestigious award.

Senior Sara Polatas has been selected 
for the month of October.

Polatas said getting this award was very 
unexpected. 

“I was shocked,” she said. “I didn’t think 
I would get it.”

Polatas said the best part about getting 
Teen of the Month was being selected from 
such a large number of students. 

“There’s a lot of schools to be chosen 
from and a lot of applicants,” she said. 
“Being chosen out of all those people made 
me feel special and proud.” 

One of Polatas’s many activities is 
cross country. She has been a dedicated 
runner for six years. Her coach, Mr. Jason 
Kirkland, said he was excited for Polatas to 
get this award.

“I’m very proud of her,” he said. “Every 
time one of my runners gets an award like 
this, it’s a very proud moment for both the 
sport and the school.” 

Kirkland said Polatas puts forth a lot 
of effort to cross country, and she is an 
excellent senior leader.

“She brings leadership and knowledge 
to the team,” Kirkland said. “She’s a crazy 
statistician too. You know something’s 
wrong when an athlete knows more stats 
than the coach.”

Polatas said she enjoys being around 
the team, but self-reliance is also a major 
component to cross country. 

“I love the team,” she said. “But I also 
love that even though it’s a team sport, you 
can’t always rely on everybody else. It’s 
individualistic and very mental.”

In addition to cross country, Polatas is 
also a member of Agape Girls, Freshman 
Mentoring, National Honor Society and the 
Viking Huddle. She said her favorite group 
is Viking Huddle.

“I like how it emphasizes sportsmanship 
and it brings unison to different schools in 
the league,” Polatas said.

On top of numerous extracurricular 
activities, Polatas’s friend since elementary 
school, senior Jaclyn Anderson, said Polatas 
also manages to keep her grades up.

“Her grades are fantastic and she’s my 
go-to woman for homework problems,” 
she said.

Kirkland said Polatas’s grades along 
with the amount of activities she does is 
remarkable.

“She puts in a lot of extra time 
volunteering for the community and the 
school,” he said. “Now, if you put that 
on top of athletics and daily school work, 
it becomes a tremendous work load for 

anybody to carry. She makes it look easy.”
Anderson agreed.
“Sara does her best every day,” she said. 

“She has always taken everything that has 
been thrown at her and pushed until she got 
to the very top.”

Anderson said Polatas’s best qualities 
are her self determination and kind 
heartedness.

“She sets goals and doesn’t let anyone 
or anything step in the way of them,” she 
said. “She is determined with school and 
extracurriculars, and she is always there to 
listen to me if I need to vent.”

Kirkland agreed.
“She’s truly a caring person about her 

sport and about others as well,” he said.
Anderson and Kirkland both agree that 

Polatas is more than deserving of this 
award.

“Sara has always been there for me, 
through thick and thin,” Anderson said. “I 
know I always have her. She is just a really 
chill person and makes it easy to be around 
[her]. I like to joke and lighten the mood 
and she just laughs at me and makes me 
feel that much more important to her. It’s a 
great friendship to have.” nv
n (From left) Senior Sara Polatas smiles at 
a football game with seniors Jaclyn Ander-
son and Jillian Roth. n Polatas poses for 
a picture with cross country teammates 
seniors Jillian Roth and Megan Monte and 
junior Amy Stephens. n Polatas poses for 
a picture under a tree. PHOTOS COURTESY OF SARA PO-
LATAS
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Hoover District looks to future

North Canton mayor David Held 
announced a $5-million grant 
would help renovate and rebuild the 

streets and buildings of the Hoover District 
after its namesake left the city because of 
economic distress Sept. 27, 2007.

That announcement was nearly two 
years ago.

At the time, only one tenant occupied 
the then-vacant building. According to 
Held, one tenant was all it would take to 
lure in other businesses.

“We’ve started to build momentum,” he 
said in a Nov. 2008 “Repository” article. 

Almost 24 months later, the former 
Hoover Company buildings, under the 
Hoover District project, are attracting 
new businesses and benefiting the North 
Canton community. Expanding from 
one tenant to nine, the progress made by 
businesses moving in offers a glimpse into 
the successful future of the district. 

According to “The Repository” article, 
the $5-million grant from the Ohio 
Department of Development would help 
attract high technology businesses. 

Mr. Eric Bowles, director of the 
North Canton Department of Economic 
Development, said this 1.4-million square 
foot facility will appeal to industrial, 
commercial and residential tenants.

“[It] is a great example of new urbanism 

According to an Aug. 27 “Akron Beacon 
Journal” article, Myers employs about 130 
people and has signed a 10-year lease for 
the property within the district.

Stark State College of Technology is 
also relocating its corporate and community 
offices to the facility, according to the same 
article. A $500,000 grant from the state will 
help this transition, which the college hopes 
to finish by the first of the year.

In addition to Myers Control Power and 
Stark State, Bowles said plans for further 
development of the Hoover District include 

commercial offices, loft housing units and 
an auditorium that will be available for all 
tenants.

“The auditorium will be used by any 
company in the district for conferences, 
interviews or presentations,” he said.

The district is not only benefiting the 
residing businesses. According to Bowles, 
the district will benefit the community as 
well in a way that has plagued the city 

since the departure of the Hoover 
Company–with jobs. The once 
$5-million grants have risen to $6 
million because of support from the 
community and state.

“The goal is for the Hoover 
District to bring in 1000 to 1500 jobs 
to the area,” he said. “The employee 
number has risen to at least 500 jobs, 
and we are hoping to have it rise 
even more. The state of Ohio says the 
Hoover District is fantastic and has 
shown the most successful progress 
in Job Ready Sites programs.”

Bowles attributes much of the 
success of the Hoover district to the 
city of North Canton.

“The support from the community 
gave the project the extra push it 
needed,” he said. nv

Celeste Goldie 
Staff Writer

Bringing jobs into North Canton

CELESTE GOLdiE

and mixed use,” he said.
Bowles added although the recession 

affected the project, it still made progress.
“The Hoover District is farther ahead 

than anticipated when the project first 
began,” he said. 

According to Bowles, the physical 
condition of the building helped businesses 
move in more quickly–which will help the 
community.

“Because of the Hoover Company’s 
pro-active stance in the 80s, the facility 
was in excellent shape for redevelopment,” 
he said. 

Myers Control 
Power LLC, a 
technical company that 
specializes in building 
power control centers 
for subway stations 
in metropolitan cities 
as New York and 
Pittsburgh, moved 
from a Perry location 
to the Hoover District.

Mr. Jim Hanreck, manager of test/field 
service, said the company is happy with its 
new home.

“The facility is so much cleaner than 
what we originally had and the production 
of our materials have definitely benefited 
from it,” he said. “The Hoover District has 
provided our company with a facility that 
makes it easier to manage products.”

“
“Our goal is for the Hoover 

District to bring in 1,000 
to 1,500 jobs.
-Eric Bowles
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Serving soup, sandwiches and salads 
daily from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM

We also serve Expresso and Lattes!

LISA A. McCLEASTER

Beginning to
Advanced Woodwind Lessons

and
Beginning Piano Lessons

1356 Willoway Avenue SE
North Canton, OH 44720

330-494-5721
mcflutes2@aol.com

Tween Diva

Tween Diva

A Boutique for Girls 
Sizes 2T to 16 youth

visit us at:  www.TweenDiva.com
330.877.3553

15%
OFF

Coupon expires November 30, 2010

Bring this card into our store to 
receive 15% off  your TOTAL PURCHASE!

Located at the Hartville MarketPlace!
1289 Edison Street, NW ~ Hartville, OH

Open from 9am to 5pm
Mon, Thurs, Fri & Sat

Open Seven Days a Week

El Campesino

3520 Cleveland Ave. NW
Canton, OH 44709

330.493.9801

Mon-Thurs 11:00-10:00
Fri 11:00-10:30

Sat 12:00-10:30
Sun 12:00-9:00

Buy one Combination Platter get $3.00 off your second
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Students restricted on Internet

Don’t touch that mouse. 
An internet filter is something 

that is easily taken for granted. 
However, the filter has numerous benefits 
that students, or even many teachers, may 
not consider. 

Mr. John Fano, a network manager, said 
he is the “go-to person” for requests to 
block or unblock websites. 

“Basically, we evaluate the website on 
our unfiltered connection, which is just a 
Road Runner connection,” Fano said. “If 
we think that it’s an educational website, 
then we pass it on to the county office, and 
they take a look, and if they agree, then 
they do their magic to unblock it, or vice 
versa.”

Fano said there are two separate servers 
to manage request traffic. These servers are 
then divided into categories.

“I’m not sure how many categories there 
are, but, for example, there’s a category for 

gambling,” he said. “As websites are found, 
they’re added to these categories, so if we 
come across a website that might have 
been added to the wrong category, they’ll 
reclassify it into a different one.”

No stranger to computers, NovaNet 
advisor Mrs. Jan Noussias said the filter 
helps make her job a bit easier. 

“We have students in here online at all 
times, so the fact that the filter is operating 
and keeping the students from sites that 
might be harmful is a positive thing,” she 
said.

Senior Jordan Halter, a Teaching 
Professions student, also said the filter is 
very advantageous for teachers. 

“Access to computer labs and the 
library are very difficult to get due to the 
scheduling of classes,” Halter said. “When 
a teacher signs up to do work in one they 

expect the students to 
be productive and the 
filter ensures that the 
students will be on-
task.”

Fano said advanced 
search speed is also an 

advantage of the filter. 
“[Teachers] are always complaining that 

things are too slow, so the faster we can 
provide Internet to them, the happier they 
are,” he said. 

Not only do the teachers benefit from 
the filter’s coverage, but the entire school 
does, as well.

“We get federal funding from the 
government because we have the filter,” 
Fano said. “We also get the protection 
benefit, and it helps with the overall speed 
of things, I think, if we can block stuff that 
we know is bad.”

Noussias said the filter is necessary to 
protect students from getting themselves 
into tricky situations. 

“I think the filter definitely has a positive 
effect [on students],” she said. “You 
don’t want to fall into a site that might be 
detrimental, and we all know from searches 
at home that that can happen.”

Fano said even an innocent misspelling 
could have terrible consequences. 

“The laws are so crazy now,” he said. 
“You go to a website you shouldn’t be at, 
and there could be federal charges.”

Halter said technology is an important 
resource for students, when used 
appropriately. 

“Technology has definitely affected 
the way students are communicating and 
learning,” Halter said. “While technology 
is a good thing for students to use, it 
should definitely be monitored in a school 
setting.”

Noussias said even though students may 
not appreciate it, it is ultimately for their 
own benefit. 

“When the computers weren’t locked 
down, I would be working with someone, 
and I would see them on sites where they 
weren’t furthering their education,” she 
said. “Fooling around at home is fine, but 
here at school, your mission is to learn.” 

Rachel Baran 
Staff Writer

Filter prevents students from accessing sites

“You don’t want to fall into a site that 
might be detrimental, and we all know 
from searches at home that that can 
happen.” — Mrs.Jan Noussias
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What is something you look forward 
to every day?
I look forward to driving every day 
because I spend a lot of time driving 
and I think it’s really relaxing.

What was the last book you read?
The last book I read was “Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows,” if listening to 
it on tape counts.

What is a quote you live by?
“The tragedy of life is not that it ends so 
soon, but that we wait so long to begin 
it.” – W.M. Lewis

What are you afraid of?
I’m terrified of dinosaurs. I went on the 
dinosaur ride at Disney and cried. I was 
a junior in high school.

What are your plans for after high 
school?
After high school, I plan to go to 
[The University of Cincinnati] or The 
University of Arizona to study history so 
I can be a museum curator.

What was your favorite TV show as a 
child?
Out of the many TV shows I watched 
when I was a tyke, my two favorites are 
“Hey Arnold” and “The Amanda Show.”

If you could destroy one thing, what 
would it be?
The “Twilight” franchise. The madness 
must be stopped.

What do you consider your best 
quality?
I think my best quality is my sarcasm. 
Even though some people don’t like it, I 
can make people laugh and at the same 
time annoy other people. It’s great.

“I’m very positive. I don’t like 
being upset.” - Candice Staley

Story n Alexa Costi
Photos n AJ Crofford

Even though Hoover offers many 
extracurricular opportunities for 
its students, senior Candice Staley 

found ways outside the school to get 
involved. 

“I like to do different things,” she said.
Staley said dance has played a crucial 

role in her life from the time she was little. 
She began ballet when she was in first grade 
and began dancing competitively five years 
ago.

“Once you’re in, it’s hard to get out,” 
she said. “I didn’t dance competitively at 
all my junior year and I missed it. It’s a 
different way to express yourself.”

Staley’s mother, Laura Staley, who 
described Staley as an “independent, 
determined spirit,” agreed.

“Dance is her creative outlet,” she said. 
“It’s something she’s naturally good at.” 

Staley said dance is also one of many 
passions she shares with her best friend, 
senior Julia Brendus, whom she met in 
sixth grade.

“We became really good friends 
through dance, and even though we don’t 
dance together anymore, we’re still close,” 
Brendus said.

Staley and Brendus both described their 
relationship as “goofy.”

“We’re really comfortable with each 
other,” Staley said. “We are always 
cracking up, blaring music when we drive 
and watching movies together.”

Staley said watching movies is one of 
her favorite things to do in her spare time 
because it offers an escape from reality.

“I love movies more than anything,” she 
said. “I like not having to worry about what 
I’m worried about.”

For the past year and a half, Staley has 
also volunteered for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society.

“I watched a documentary on leukemia 
for one of my favorite artists, and since I 
wasn’t dancing much, I decided I wanted to 
do something for others in my spare time,” 
Staley said. 

Laura Staley said she was surprised and 
proud when Staley recently set up an event, 

Play for the Cure, to benefit the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society.  She said Staley 
independently arranged for several bands 
to play at a venue in Akron, and donated all 
proceeds to the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.

“I was really impressed by that,” Laura 
Staley said. “She did it all on her own; 
nobody asked her to. It shows you what one 
person can do.”

Staley has been involved with numerous 
activities outside of Hoover and she joined 
the yearbook staff this year.

“I heard some of my friends talk about 
it,” she said. “I like taking pictures and 
writing, so I joined.”

She said it has become one of her 
favorite parts of her senior year.

“I like being involved in school for once 
in my life,” she said. “We goof off, but we 
get work done too. We have fun.”

Staley said she does her best to maintain 
an optimistic attitude.

“I’m really sarcastic, but I’m very 
positive,” she said. “I don’t like being 
upset.”

She said this idea became even more 
important to her after the death of a close 
friend several years ago.

“It’s hard to explain if you didn’t know 
[Allison Draves],” she said. “But she was 
perfect. She always looked on the bright 
side of things. Everyone that knew her tries 
to live their life like her. It’s my philosophy, 
too.”

Staley said her friend’s death is one of 
the main reason she still dances.

“I dance mostly because of Allison,” 
she said. “She taught me how to really love 
performing and after she died it really hit 
me that you should spend the little time you 
have doing something you love.”

Additionally, Staley said she believes her 
friendship with Brendus became stronger 
after Alison’s death.

“[Julia] has been through a lot with me,” 
Staley said. “I think it’s part of what makes 
us so close.”

Brendus said one of her favorite things 
about Staley is that she is very different 
than her.

“[Candice] is not like everyone else,” 
she said. nv
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Syracuse University

Located six hours away from Lake Ontario in northern New 
York, Syracuse University is a private, coeducational 
school home to over 13,000 students and offers a wide 

range of options for all students.
In 2010, U.S. News & World Report ranked Syracuse number 

55 among undergraduate national universities. Syracuse offers 
Bachelors, Masters, Doctoral, First Profession and Associate 
degrees. The most popular majors offered to students are 
architecture, biology, finance, marketing, political science and 
psychology.

Syracuse is a semi-selective school with a 60 percent 
acceptance rate. The average ACT score for students is about 
a 25 and SAT scores of incoming freshman range from 1610-
1870. The average high school GPA is 3.6.

There is much diversity at Syracuse, with over 10 percent of 
all students coming from out of the country. Over 55 percent

of the student body is a minority, making Syracuse 
University rich in diversity and variation. 

Syracuse is also known for their world class 
sports which draw many spirited fans. Referred to 
as “The Orange,” Syracuse’s two major sports are 
football and basketball, where they compete in the 
Big East Conference.

Syracuse is not just for New York residents 
though; 60 percent of students come from out-of-
state but their tuition can be over $50,000 without 
any financial aide. Syracuse University is a well 
known, prestigious school for any student willing 
to put in hard work.

- Madeline Morrow

Architects are the minds that have the ability to 
shape the tangible world around us. Houses, stores, 
schools—basically every structure you can think of 

is first thought to life by an architect. 
Before drawing the plan of a building, an architect must 

first gather information such as what the space will be used 
for, how many people must fit into the building, what activities 
the building will be used for  and possible safety features that 
will be needed.  

With a degree in Architecture, one can pursue a variety of 
different careers, such as carpentry, urban planning and even 
things like fashion and set design. Numerous colleges offer 
architecture as a major. Many private schools specialize in the 
field, such as Syracuse University and many larger schools, 
like Ohio State University offer architecture programs. 
Whatever size or demographic you prefer, you can be sure 

there is an architecture program waiting for your 
enrollment.  

The salary of an architect depends on things 
like location and years of experience, and whether 
or not they are an owner or a partner of a firm. 
The mean salary for architects with a Bachelor’s 
degree is $41,012, and that of an architect with a 
Master’s is $47,263, although depending on the 
person and situation, an architect can make well 
over $120,000 a year.  

Architecture is an art form that impacts our 
lives everyday. We are given spaces to interact 
with others, places to make connections and form 
relationships. Without architects, we’d be left out 
in the cold. 

   - Rachel Baran
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“for most it was astonishing

how much
they had learned.”

same, ‘Under Classman,’ which is really 
insulting at the time. The fact that they 
had made it this far without breaking their 
ankles by dodging and avoiding seniors 
was a miracle. Not to mention that the 
little mature behavior they had finally 
picked up over the last year didn’t win 
any more respect than the year before. 
But as new sophomores they still had 
those immature jokes and unnecessary 
comments. Being in the middle proved 
out not to change how other classmen 
looked at them. Yet, this was the year they 
received their licenses. Over time they 
would finally become mature enough for 
high school, giving the upper classman 
a huge sigh of relief. As the sophomores 
finally approached the end of the year 
they found that they saw that distinct 
line drawn between freshman and junior 
perspective. 

Wow, junior 
year. That last 
‘badge’ that 
put them in the 
home stretch to 
being a senior. 
It’s hard to 
explain in words 

how they felt as they walked through those 
doors as juniors. The world seemed to 
move for them, when I say world, I mean 
under classmen, of course. The fact they 
made it to upper classmen, just makes 
all that homework seem as light as a 
feather. But then they would see a senior. 
No one said it would last forever right? 
But it was a nice taste of what would be. 
The homework was given a lot more than 
last year and friends would generally be 
the same. The job after school would only 
add to that wonderful time taken up after 
school. 

But hey, if they got through it so can I.  
All I know is, that third ‘badge’ is going to 
be worth every pound of homework I take 
home this year. That I will enjoy every 
minute of my junior year because I know 
that the fourth ‘badge’ is next. So, when 
that first day of my senior year is here, I 
will know that deep in my heart, I earned 
it. 

Back when 
I was a 
freshman, 

I remember 
walking down the 
halls and seeing 
those big seniors 
and wishing I 
was that senior. 
I dreamed about 
finally being able 
to walk with my 

head held up high 
and have all the underclassmen’s respect. 
But those seniors didn’t just wake up one 
morning and say ‘I’m going to be senior 
in high school today, who cares about the 
other grades?’ No, they had to earn it. 

Their first ‘badge’ of experience came 
when they found themselves figuring out 
what high school was through their trials 
and errors. 
High school 
unfor tunately 
meant strict 
t e a c h e r s , 
h o m e w o r k , 
notes and those 
dreadful exams 
they heard a million rumors about. Yeah, 
the work and schedule seemed cruel 
and unusual, but that was high school. 
Homecoming was an experience all its 
own, because freshmen boys learned to 
treat girls to actual dates, while freshman 
girls would learn just how expensive 
looking ‘pretty’ for one night could be. For 
most freshmen it was astonishing how 
much they had learned that first year in 
high school. The friends and faces they 
met were phenomenal; the want to be 
time managing was sloppy but possible 
over time. The tardiness classified them 
as freshmen along with the annoying 
jokes that made the upper classman’s 
eyes roll. 

Then that second ‘badge’ of 
experience rolled around to sophomore 
year. They found out, just like everyone 
else, this year is a bummer. The friends 
and homework stayed pretty much the 
same. Sadly, the status was still the 

Nothing eventful ever happens 
in the small suburban town of 
Bainbridge, New Hampshire. 

It’s the typical place where neighborhood 
children end up dating. At least that was 
the case with Chris Harte and Emily 
Gold. 

One fateful night, they are found 
at an abandoned carousel, Emily dead 
and Chris unconscious. Suspicion falls 
on Chris, especially when the autopsy 
reveals that Emily was pregnant. Families 
grow apart and love is lost. It comes to 
the point where both mothers, who were 
once best friends, cannot speak to each 
other anymore. 

Through multiple flashbacks, Picoult 
shows the reader just how close Chris 
and Emily were while growing up. 
The reader experiences moments from 
their childhood up until the night Emily 
dies. While investigating the supposed 
murder, Picoult brings the reader close 
to their emotional breaking point. She 
questions love, confronts sadness, tries 
to understand the ever-present teenage 
angst and how this could all lead to the 
tragic death of a high school student.  

“The Pact” does a good job of showing 
all of the pressures that rest upon the 
shoulders of today’s adolescents, and 
takes it to the next level by showing the 
ultimate consequence. 

books
we love
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Celeste Goldie four badges of experience
golden view

- Catherine Morris 

“The Pact” by Jodi Picoult
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The Halloween 
Story Archives

An unlikely murderer, 
intimidating ghosts, a 

creature of the night and an 
ironic twist to an attempted murder 

all make up The Viking Views Halloween 
Story Archives. Although these tales are 

not true, please proceed with caution, as 
they may cause the faint-hearted to quiver.  
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All the times I have told 
this story or written 
this story, nobody 

seems to ever believe such a thing 
like this could have happened. Of course 

it would all be blamed on the reporter who 
was there on the death scene; the only survivor 

of the whole incident. Now they have me locked 
away in an insane asylum.

The story I am writing is about a family of three. A 
father, son and daughter. All found dead. I was assigned to 

interview a local family. I remember I was interviewing 
them before they were brutally murdered. If I remember 

correctly I was interviewing them because they had a 
nitroglycerin laboratory in their garage that the government wanted 
to get rid of. Overall, they were a pretty messed up family.  

It is strange that such an interesting family would all be 
murdered the day before Halloween. Their favorite time of year 
was Halloween. I would have never guessed. They had me over 
for dinner that night. We drank juice from Gothic goblets, had 
pizza on plates shaped as lions’ mouths and had dirt cake with the 
decorations on top being tombstones and bones. I was also invited 
to stay the night.

The dinner conversation was awkward. The daughter was 
saying how she had dug up a treasure chest in their side yard that 
day. Its contents were a license to hunt, a plastic knife and a very 
old teddy bear with a white tie and red paint splattered across it. 
She even showed it to me. A strange creature it was, it was missing 
one leg which was replaced with a wooden peg and had a patch 
over its left eye.

Once dinner ended, we had coffee and then went off to bed. A 
strange night it was to be, indeed. 

When I got into bed, it seemed as if I had just closed my eyes. 
Then I was woken by a very high pitched scream and running down 
the hallway past my door. My thoughts were the little girl was 
having a nightmare and was running to her brother’s room. I later 
heard two pairs of feet returning to the screaming room. Maybe he 
was going to go protect his sister from her haunting nightmares? 
An hour passed and I finally dozed off again. I was then awakened 
again by a deeper pitched scream. The older brother came running 
past my door to their father’s room. Soon after followed by smaller 
feet. Now what on earth were these two scared of? I thought to 
myself. A few minutes later, I heard who I assumed to be the father, 
come back to the daughter’s room. The young ones’ tagged along 
behind.  

What a peculiar family. All going into the same room to sleep 

By Madeline Tauscher
The Teddy Bear

just because one of them freaked out from a dream? I 
simply pushed aside the thought and tried to 
go back asleep. I was successful for another 

two hours. That was when disaster hit. 
I was awakened yet again when 

I heard my door open with a 
huge bang on the wall from 

being opened so harshly. I sat straight up in bed shouting at the 
oncoming intruder. When I shook away my scared grogginess, 
I saw the daughter, pale as a ghost in her white night gown. I 
questioned what was wrong. When she came closer, I noticed that 
not only was her night gown white but it had the fun colors of dark 
and bright red alike. Splatter paint maybe? Then I realized it was 
on her face. I asked her what had happened, and she simply said, 
“The teddy bear.” I raised my eyebrows in surprise. What could 
that musty, old thing could have done to her? I realized her brother 
and father were not there, I wondered where they were. I invited 
the girl onto the bed and I grabbed a tissue to clean off her face. 
She was very reluctant and frightened, closing the door behind her. 
I was about to inquire why she shut the door and then my thoughts 
were interrupted when I heard, coming down the hall from her 
room, the sound of plush on hardwood. Almost like a teddy bear. 
Slurp, plunk, slurp, plunk. It couldn’t be! 

Then my door banged open once again. No one was there at 
first, and then I looked down and saw the teddy bear. The plastic 
knife the girl explained earlier was now real and in its paw. The 
tie on it was now fully red along with the rest of its fur. It turned 
its head and took in the situation. It then let out a soft rumble and 
jumped on the girl. It jabbed its knife first in her liver and dragged  
it across to her stomach, letting all the contents spill out on the floor 
of her room. I was in a state of shock and did not know what to 
do. So, I grabbed my cell phone and jumped through my window. 
I was happy to be on the first floor. I called 911 and reported the 
accident saying a teddy bear had just killed a whole family that I 
was staying with. They were there in a matter of minutes. I was 
totally convinced they believed me, because it was true. Next thing 
I knew, I was put in cuffs and driven to town. I was put in the local 
jail for the night and the next day put into an insane asylum. They 
said there was no need for trial because I was insane just for saying 
a teddy bear had just killed a family of three and I had survived. 
There were no charges for me, just as long as I spent the rest of my 
years in the asylum. Why did they not believe me?

I have been here for six years now. It was hard at first to adjust, 
but it has kind of become home. Maybe I did kill them; maybe it 
was just a hallucination. I will never know. They finally let me 
read the file of the murder yesterday. Nothing was found. No bear, 
no knife, no treasure chest. Just bloody footprints to my room and 
a puddle of blood on my floor with the remains of a cut up body 
in it. That was why I was accused. Maybe I should just accept I 
murdered them. But, I cannot. I know that teddy bear was there; I 
know it killed them and I know it is now out to get me. 
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Conquering Ghosts
By Natalie Rohrer

My reflection showed in a thousand different places, and then 
it flickered, and it wasn’t showing me anymore. I dropped the 
flashlight, startling myself with the noise. Darkness shifted and 
turned in on itself, out of reach of the candle’s glow. A book 
materialized on the floor in front of me, small wisps of darkness 
and web clinging to it. 

I picked it up, terrified but curious, and then I fled. My friends 
weren’t downstairs anymore, and I was even more scared for a 
moment, but when I made it outside they were all there. 

I found myself being hugged from all sides, and the book being 
pressed insistently into my stomach.

“Wow guys,” I said. “That was the most cliché ghost story I’ve 
ever lived through.” 

I showed it to Alex almost a week later, because he was the one 
who could stay serious when he needed to. 

We read it, and then we read it again. It scared the living 
daylights out of us, but we needed to go back. 

It was the diary of Sara,the girl who had lived there in the 1940’s, 
and it told us about the farmhand, Jack, she fell in love with. The 
following scandal had her married to a different man. The diary 
was full of her bitter wants for a different life and talk of her vanity 
mirror opening and how she got her vengeance through it. 

There was so much more in the book, so many terrifying and 
depressing things. 

We needed to go back, if only to know what was really going 
on. If only to see if we 
could get rid of the 
thing she had become. 

It was bordering on 
sunset when we left 
my house, armed with 
information on ghosts  
from Wikipedia. We 
went up the stairs, the 
putrid state of the house 
even more obvious in 
the light, and I almost 
gagged.

The candle wasn’t 
lit this time, the mirror 

refracting the fading light 
from the sun in rainbows against the washed out wallpaper. There 
was a tense moment of waiting, and then the mirror seemed to 
bulge without breaking, and there was suddenly hands reaching 
out of it. They were so much longer than true arms, so much more 
terrifying. Alex made a thud as he fainted onto the floor, and I 
didn’t realize it was me that was screaming until it was cut off. A 
head was following the arms, a pretty face distorted by black teeth 
and tongue, and then a torso. As she reached out for us, my legs 
gave way and her hands were like death on my legs pulling me 
toward her, and the darkness engulfed me.

When people think of Halloween, people tend to think 
of black cats, ghouls, witches, and vampires. No one 
ever talks about the things that are really scary. No one 

mentions the ghosts, the disappearances, and the strange stories of 
small town Ohio. 

I’ve lived on a dead-end street all of my life, and I’ve heard the 
stories about the old Davies’ farmhouse. I’ve seen the place; I’ve 
lived next to it. I just never really believed, and as cliché as this 
sounds, I was wrong. 

I was hanging out in my backyard with my friends, gathered 
around a fire. The moon was out, surrounded by dark wispy clouds, 
and it was far from full. Julia and Casey were sitting close, acting 
cute like only a new couple can, her small pale hand enveloped in 
his. Nancy and Tracey were gossiping to each other, their blond 
heads turned shiny under the glow of the fire, while Alex and 
David were telling a theatrical account of how they lost their shoes 
at school last Friday. I was cooking a marshmallow and laughing 
at the boys as they got louder and more unbelievable. 

A thud echoed across the landscape, and all of us stilled.
“Callie,” called out David. “What was that?”
I glanced around at everyone nervously. 
“I don’t know,” I said. “Maybe there’s a dog roaming around 

the farm-house.” 
We all agreed that it was probably some animal and kept talking. 

It was almost an hour later when it happened again.
THUD.
This time, still convinced it was just an 

animal, Alex and David decided to lead our 
adventurous band to the house to see what 
it was. Each of us had a flashlight, and were 
giggling softly to each other. The thud came 
again from upstairs, and one by one we fell 
silent. It wasn’t so funny when it was right 
above you. Julia was pale, clasped to Casey 
like he was her lifeline, and David and Alex 
were strangely still. Tracey let out one quiet 
sob, and Nancy grasped her hand tightly. It 
was a little ridiculous. 

“Is anyone one going to go up with me?” I 
asked. They all avoided my eyes, so I sighed 
and felt my way up the dark stairs, my flashlight 
beam catching dust floating in the air. 

The decay of the house seemed to increase the farther you went, 
the ceilings sagging with water damage, and the walls were bloated 
and spotted like diseased organs. A faint glow came from down the 
hall, and I followed it. The door fell to pieces as I pushed it open; 
the room inside looked like it hadn’t been touched in years. Fear 
crept down my spine, my hair standing on end.

 A bed covered in a soft pink quilt stood in the corner, and an 
elaborate vanity mirror stood next to it, a single candle lit. The 
mirror was in shatters, like spider webs were covering its surface. 

There was a tense 
moment of waiting, and 
then the mirror seemed to 
bulge without breaking, 
and there were suddenly 
hands reaching out of it.

“
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And no one’s gonna save you from the beast about to strike. 
You know its thriller, thriller night. You’re fighting for 
your life inside a killer, thriller tonight…” 

She had the song on repeat to keep her from freaking out while 
she walked past the rows of dark houses on her way home from 
the Halloween bonfire. It was almost midnight and she knew her 
parents were still out at the party they went to earlier, so walking 
was her only way home. Someone had offered her a ride, but she 
knew he had been drinking with some other kids. Besides, the 
walk wasn’t long. She continued along what seemed like a familiar 
street. Then again, they all looked the same. 

“They’re out to get you, there’s demons closing in on every 
side…” 

She stopped and paused 
her music, only to hear the 
sudden halt of footsteps 
behind her. She whipped 
around to see nothing but 
blackness. 

“Must have been my 
imagination,” she thought to 
herself. She started her music again and picked up the pace down 
the street. The song started over again 

“Under the moonlight, you see a sight that almost stops your 
heart. You try to scream but terror takes the sound before you make 
it…” 

She turned around again, this time to see something dive into 
the bushes. Her eyes got wide, and she thought of screaming, but 
thought again, it was Halloween; no one would help her because they 
would just think some kid was playing a trick and go back to bed. 
She started to jog a little, hoping to loose whomever, 
or whatever was following her. Looking 
around, she realized she was toward the 
back part of her neighborhood where 
there was a field dead ahead. She 
could take a different route and 
try to outmaneuver the stranger. 
She started to go through the 
tall weeds and turned to go 
through the heavily wooded 
area that would lead her right 
to her backyard. 

“…But all the while you 
hear the creature creeping 
up behind…”

 She slinked behind 
a thick trunk of a tree and 
paused the music again.  
Listening she heard something 
breathing heavily. She thought 
it might be a person trying to 
scare her, but there was a strange 

scent coming from that direction. It smelled like that unmistakable 
rusty scent everyone hoped to avoid–blood. She tried not to 
breathe, but she had been jogging, making her short of breath. 
The person stopped breathing. She figured they must have left, 
half-hiding behind the trunk, she turned to see nothing but trees. 
Starting the music again, she continued through the woods, getting 
into the music and laughing to keep herself calm. 

“… And no one’s gonna save you from the beast about to 
strike…” 

She paused the music and turned one last time to see a tall figure 
right behind her, its eyes glowing an eerie, dark red. She tried to 
scream but couldn’t find the sound; the creature whacked her to 

the ground, and she accidentally 
hit the play button. The creature 
brought himself upon her and 
viciously bit her neck while she 
screamed and kicked, trying to 
loosen his grip. Unfortunately, 
she lost her energy and began to 
feel sleepy; the creature stood 
and left without a sound. She was 

losing blood; she could feel what was left seeping from her neck. 
She took one last breath and wished she had accepted that ride, as 
she heard the last thing she would ever hear: 

“There’s no escaping the jaws of the alien this time…”
A day later, her body was found.
“I just don’t understand how this could happen,” Mr. Langley 

said holding his sobbing wife close to him. The sheriff sat across 
from them in their kitchen, patting the wife’s hand. 

“Sir, unfortunately we believe it was a wild animal; 
though they are rare here, there’s 

no other possibility,” he said, 
trying to explain. “I’ve never 
seen anything quite like  this 

before.”
Outside police taped off 

the area around the young 
girl’s body, trying to spot 

any evidence of the attack. A 
coroner took the earphones out 

of her ears, realizing music was 
still on play; he placed it close to 
his own ear. 

“…And though you fight to 
stay alive, your body starts to 
shiver; for no mere mortal can 

resist the evil of the thriller…” 
The man pulled back, slightly 

scared from the words, pulling 
the earphones out for every officer and 

surrounding witness to hear the devilish laugh 
coming from the music player.

A Thrilling Song to Die to
By Katie Livick

She paused the music and turned 
one last time to see a tall figure 
right behind her, its eyes glowing 
an eerie, dark red.”
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It wasn’t because she chewed with her mouth open or because 
she was a fan of Linkin Park. It wasn’t even because she 
insisted on wearing socks under her hideous Crocs, and it 

certainly wasn’t because she DVR-ed every episode of “Cougar 
Town” that has ever been aired on television. It was for all of these 
reasons and more that Arthur Bradley wanted to murder his wife. 

There was a terrible thunderstorm the night of October 31. 
Tonight was the night Arthur had been waiting for since he had first 
gotten married. Actually, he had planned on doing it a few weeks 
before but plans were changed when he had to baby-sit that dumb 
kid with the speech impediment. Now that little Johnny was away 
at a camp for kids with speech impediments, there was nothing to 
distract Arthur from slaughtering his woman.

For the past 15 years, Arthur worked as a telemarketer for a local 
company that sold hair care products and laxatives to residents 
throughout the tri-county area. He hated his job. He almost hated 
it as much as he hated his wife, his receding hair line and that 
kid with the speech impediment, 
combined. A 45 year old man with no 
kids working at a dead-end job, Arthur 
had absolutely nothing to live for. He 
intended to bludgeon his wife so that 
he could at least live for the spicy, 
young brunette named Lisa who just 
moved in down the street. Hopefully 
she hadn’t started dating anyone yet.

“Do you have anything other than 
Pepsi? I haven’t had a drink in 45 
minutes and I need to get loose!”

Arthur angled his rear-view mirror 
to see his friend Bob digging into a 
cooler in the backseat of his car. 

“Sorry, Susan only buys me Pepsi 
because she heard on Fox News that 
Coca-Cola is manufactured by the 
devil,” Arthur said apologetically.

“But even carbonated water is better than Pepsi! I would kill my 
wife if she did that to me!” Bob giggled.

It would be a clever joke, except Bob actually had no idea that 
he was about to help his friend kill his wife. Instead, Bob believed 
Arthur picked him up after work to take him to a Halloween party 
at Pizza Hut. Bob apparently disregarded the ridiculousness that 
anyone would hold a Halloween party at Pizza Hut, let alone that 
Pizza Hut would be open on a major holiday. He was really only 
thinking about the delicious snicker doodle cookies that their other 
friend Debbie baked for every party, which he expected to be 
cutely decorated in the shape of Hannibal Lecter’s face. Not only 
was Bob a raging diabetic, he was also a moron.

“Okay, we’re here,” Arthur said as he slowed his blue Chevy 
Cobalt and parked a few houses down from his own.

“I thought this shin-dig was at the Pizza Hut!” Bob exclaimed, 
flabbergasted.

“Well, Pizza Hut caught on fire,” Arthur said. “The party’s been 
moved to my house.”

Suddenly a huge crash of a breaking window erupted in the 
backseat of the car. Not only was Bob a raging diabetic and a 
moron, but he also had issues with aggression. Bob loved the 
Pizza Hut and he took out his sudden anger on Arthur’s backseat 
window.

“Bob! What are you doing? My rear is going to be soaked!” 
“I’m sorry. I’ll pay for that!” Bob began to cry.
Huffing, Arthur prepared for the greater task at hand. He swiftly 

got out of his car, opened a rainbow umbrella and went to the trunk. 
Bob stepped out of the backseat over shards of broken glass to see 
Arthur pulling out an enormous bow-and-arrow. 

“Bob, I need you to remain calm. Can I tell you something?” 
Arthur asked.

“You can tell me anything, Artie!” 
Bob said, gesturing with his bloody 
left hand.

“There’s no Halloween party. I 
brought you here because I’m going 
to kill Susan and I need your help.” 
Arthur watched Law & Order: SVU 
regularly so he knew exactly what to 
say to coerce a diabetic into a murder 
conspiracy.

“It’s because of the Pepsi, isn’t 
it? I completely understand,” Bob 
said, shaking his head and putting his 
bloody hand on Arthur’s shoulder.

“No…it’s just…a lot of things. 
She makes more money than me. And 
she has restless leg syndrome, I have 
bruises all over my thighs from last 

night alone,” Arthur said.
Bob didn’t need to hear any more. Now that Pizza Hut had 

burned down, he had nothing to live for either and he was ready 
to rumble Susan down a flight of stairs to her untimely death, 
somehow making it look like an accident. Little did he know, 
Arthur had another idea, one he had stolen from an episode of Law 
& Order: SVU. As they walked through the rain toward Arthur’s 
house, Arthur unveiled his plan.

“Susan is probably in the bedroom with her footbath by now. 
I’m going to climb the tree next to our bedroom window and when 
I say ‘go,’ you’re going to shoot this arrow through the window and 
I’ll jump in and drown her in the footbath. Do you understand?” 

Bob paused for a moment. 
“That’s the dumbest idea I’ve ever heard, Arthur,” he said. 
“Trust me,” Arthur said. “Murder isn’t a game.” 

By Kyle Marcus
A Night in Murder Town

Now that Pizza Hut had 
burned down, he had 
nothing to live for either 
and he was ready to rum-
ble Susan down a flight 
of stairs to her untimely 
death, somehow making 
it look like an accident. 
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Bob stopped talking as soon as Arthur said that. Arthur knew 
that the only way to get Bob to shut up and go along with his 
nonsensical murder plot was to titillate Bob with words.

Thunder shook the ground as the two men made it to the giant 
oak tree next to Arthur’s house. It was wet from the rain and 
remnants of toilet paper poked through the swaying tree branches. 
The neighborhood teenagers hated Arthur almost as much as 
Arthur hated his job, his wife, his receding hair line and that kid 
with the speech impediment, combined.

“Hey look! She must be in the bedroom!” Bob pointed to the 
light illuminating from a second story window.

“Alright, here I go. I’ll tell you when to shoot the bow-and-
arrow, okay?”

“Okay,” Bob said, ready to break his second window of the 
night.

As Arthur climbed the slippery tree, he began to think of Susan 
and how pretty she was, even when she was singing along to that 
awful Linkin Park album she was always playing. Did she really 
deserve to be drowned in her own footbath? Arthur did kind of 
love her and they were actually a happy couple for most of their 
marriage thus far. She even ironed his pants for him every night 
so he would be the classiest looking telemarketer in the tri-county 
area. And he was, thanks to her.

Arthur smiled nostalgically and was 
arriving at the top of the branch near the 
bedroom window when he decided maybe 
he should call the whole thing off and take 
Bob to Donato’s. 

“Hey Bob…” Arthur began to say, but he 
was cut off.

“…What’s that noise coming from the 
window?” 

Arthur listened. Without so much as 
looking into the window, he knew exactly 
what sound Bob was hearing. It was the 
excruciatingly painful sounds of an 
episode of “Cougar Town” being 
played on their bedroom television. 
Susan must have been in bed, 
watching an episode she had surely 
seen 27 times already.

“Oh come on, Susan!” 
Arthur shook his head. The 

murder plan was back on.
He inched his way closer 

to the window and peered 
in, trying to make out his 
wife through the fogged-up 
windowpane. But something 
wasn’t right. His wife, 
Susan, was indeed in bed 
watching “Cougar Town,” 
but it looked like there was 
someone else with her.

“You see anything?” Bob 
asked, still ready to shoot an 
arrow through the window.

“There’s someone 
with her,” Arthur said 
flabbergasted. “They look 

familiar.”
“Oh my God, a home wrecker! What does he look like?” Bob 

yelled.
Arthur paused for a moment.
“I don’t think it’s a man,” he said. “It looks to me like a spicy…

young…brunette…”
“What?!” Bob was now screaming.
But before the moment could escalate, the arrow in Bob’s hand 

flew into the air, but missed the window. Bob was so flustered in 
the excitement of Arthur’s wife being caught in an affair that his 
hand slipped and the arrow was released.

The arrow struck Arthur Bradley right in the heart.
Arthur’s now lifeless body fell from the tree into the soaking 

grass beneath him. 
“Artie!” Bob screamed and hopped over to his body, kneeling 

down. “I’m so sorry! Please wake up!”
But there was nothing he could do; Arthur Bradley was dead.
Six months later, Susan Bradley began putting her life back 

together after becoming a widow. She quit her job as a wealthy 
pharmacist to grieve, but the entire ordeal was more pleasantly 

convenient than anyone 
could have imagined. 

Susan spent the remainder 
of her days drinking white 

wine with her new partner, 
Lisa, someone who could truly 

appreciate her love of Linkin 
Park and refusal to eat food with 

her mouth closed. The two lived 
happily in love for many years, 

though whenever they introduced 
themselves to strangers or clergy 
men, they referred to each other as 
simply “roommates.” 

Bob Kingston was tried for 
second degree murder, but when the 

jury discovered that the murder victim 
worked as a telemarketer, they let off Bob 

with a warning. Still, to console with the 
fact that he killed his best friend, Bob went 

on a speaking tour to public high schools 
across the country to warn students of the 

dangers of drinking Pepsi and driving in a 
blue Chevy Cobalt.

Arthur Bradley’s legacy as a man who 
hated his entire life almost as much as 

he hated his job, his wife, his receding 
hairline  and that kid with the speech 
impediment, combined, will never 

be forgotten. His coworkers and 
few friends gather every year on 

Halloween to remember him at 
the Pizza Hut, which is still 

standing and surprisingly 
open on major holidays. 
But mostly they just go 
for the delicious snicker 

doodle cookies Debbie bakes 
every year, in the shape of Arthur 

Bradley’s face. 
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Jobs return to Hoover Co.

District rallies for vote Bullying becomes deadly

After four years, it seems there is finally a bright spot in the 
old Hoover Company’s future. Since the Hoover Company was 
sold in 2006 and the vacuums that helped define our community 
disappeared from the building forever, the empty windows 
and barren parking lots have haunted the city of North Canton. 
However, it seems things are turning around, as around 500 jobs 
have been created thus far and more are coming every day thanks 
to the many businesses leasing space in the building. We at The 
Viking Views are happy to learn of the many changes afoot and 
can only hope for more good news to come in the future.

The loss of the Hoover Company has left a hole in our 
community for four years as the company’s original factory had 
been a part of North Canton for decades. Although the history of 
this significant landmark was not lost, we saw the end of an era in 
the city. William “Boss” Hoover was a community leader during 
the turn of the century and his patent changed the future of the 
city forever. Along with the sale of the company to Techtronic 
Industries came the loss of more than 2,000 jobs in North Canton. 
Thankfully, according to Eric Bowles, director of the North Canton 
Department of Economic Development, 1,000 to 1,500 more jobs 
will be created in the near future. As well as the many businesses 
that will occupy the Hoover Company, plans to create apartments 
in the factory are also in the works.

Although the memory of the Hoover Company will never fade 
from our city’s history, change is a necessary part of progress. 
The future of the building is ever-changing and will thankfully aid 
North Canton’s economy, which has been suffering along with the 
rest of the nation since 2007.

“We strive to provide our honest opinions while representing all 
sides, and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions.”

  Our Mission

Voting day is just around the corner and our school district has 
an important issue on the ballot: a levy. This $4.5 million levy is 
essential to maintaining our district-wide excellence.

Though our district has felt the effects of the economy over the 
past few years, student programs and organizations have stayed 
intact and students have been offered the same opportunities for 
growth and learning as always. In order to continue this time-
honored tradition, it is essential that we pass this levy.

With an excellent track record of passing school levies, we are 
confident North Canton can pass this much-needed levy; North 
Canton school levies have been successful five out of the past six 
years. Part of this success stems from continued efforts to wisely 
utilize the money we do have. We can trust that our district has 
made all possible efforts to effectively manage our budget. The 
district would not be pursuing this levy unless it was absolutely 
necessary.

We urge voters to support our both our school district and our 
district-wide excellence by voting yes on Issue 4.
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Most of us have seen studies on the news that list the leading 
causes of death in the United States. Heart disease, cancer, stroke 
and car accidents are normally found on such a list, statistically 
informing us of the most common reasons why people die. 

Apparently, the makers of these lists do not consider the one 
word that has been the single cause of many deaths over the past 
month alone: bullying.

We all know what bullying is: one person mistreating another, 
whether verbally, physically or sexually. Being in high school, it is 
difficult not to understand the emotional ramifications of dealing 
with harassment. Hurt feelings lead to self doubt, self doubt leads 
to feelings of worthlessness, and in the end, the constant struggle 
of dealing with a bully may seem like too much to handle. 

One person who felt that way was Tyler Clementi. He was 
an 18-year-old freshman at Rutger’s University in New Jersey. 
Clementi was also gay, and whether that information was public 
or not, it didn’t matter; his family and friends only labeled him as 
“a fine young man” and “a gifted violinist.” 

Unfortunately, Clementi committed suicide by jumping off the 
George Washington Bridge after his roommate secretly videotaped 
him having sex with a boy and streamed it on the internet for the 
world to see. His roommate and his friend are currently being 
charged only with invasion of privacy, for they legally did not 
have any direct involvement in his untimely death.

We at The Viking Views, however, encourage all members of 
society to put bullying on trial for the silent killer that it truly is. 
Question the consequences of your actions if you, yourself, are 
a bully, or tell someone how you feel if you find yourself on the 
receiving end. Know that suicide is never the answer and if you 
have the strength to overcome bullying, life does get better.



Many times ads that attack their oppo-
nents tell lies about them. I usually don’t 
believe what they say, and if I favor the 
candidate being attacked, I get nervous 
that others will get the wrong idea about  
them. I think more people should take the 
time to know the truth about each candi-
date because commercials are sometimes 
not a reliable source of information.

– Mikayla Kullman, 11

10.29.2010  | the viking views
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Editorial Board
Tori Christ n Alexa Costi n AJ Crofford n Caroline Hill
Kyle Marcus n Jesse Sanchez-Strauss n Paiton Swope

Views
yOur How do political commercials affect 

your opinion of political candidates?

I tend to do my own research on politics 
and I don’t agree with either Republicans 
or Democrats, so these commercials have 
no effect on me.

– Alex Donchess, 10

I don’t really care yet because I cannot 
vote so it doesn’t bother me except for 
when I’m not watching a recorded show 
and I can’t fast forward through them. 

– Brad Clark, 10 

Honestly, politics in general bother me. 
When I see political commercials, I just 
change the channel.

– Char Gonzalez, 11 

If I am on the side of one political can-
didate, I am not going to alter my choice 
after watching the opposing candidate’s 
political commercial. I feel like the oppos-
ing candidates are advertising to me and 
are trying to get my vote, when I have al-
ready decided that I’d vote for the other 
candidate.

– Tori Narby, 9 

I think commercials make the candidates 
they’re slandering look bad and the can-
didates the commercial is supporting look 
bad because they’re trashing their oppo-
nent.

– Eric Yoder, 11 

It makes me doubt American politicians. 
They all make each other out to be so cyn-
ical...all the time.

– Laura Kingsley, 11

I don’t really know anything about the 
candidates so I guess it doesn’t have any 
effect on me.

– Brent Raher, 10

I don’t watch commercials. And even if I 
did my opinions wouldn’t change based on 
a commercial. The candidate will still have 
the same principals  and beliefs regardless 
of how they advocate themselves.

– Julia Brendus, 12

They really don’t influence me at all. I 
think they are kind of a waste. I’m not 
a Republican because of a commercial I 
saw. They all bash each other and in my 
opinion aren’t very influential.

– Maris Pedersen, 12

They tend to make me look down on the 
person that made the commercial instead 
of the candidate the commercial is about.

– Katie Hockman, 12
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Tim Konowal, 9:
“‘The Haunting in Con-

necticut’ because I used to 
live in Connecticut.”

student
If common sense were so common, 

everyone would have it.” These famous 
words were spoken by Benjamin 

Franklin and they couldn’t be more true 
today. 

The United States Military. What 
comes to mind? Heros, soldiers and 
battle. All of these words mean integrity 
in some way, shape or form. When these 
people went to battle, I’m guessing they 
weren’t expecting to die, and I’m really 
not expecting that they planned for their 
funerals to be protested by anti-gay rights 
activists. 

Yes, these heterosexual soldiers were 
protested against at their own funerals 
by members of the Westboro Baptist 
Church, who claimed their deaths were 
a debt paid to 
God for all the 
Americans who 
choose to live 
a homosexual 
lifestyle. 

It is utterly 
unfathomable to grasp the concept that 
these men and women are out there 
dying for the right for these imbeciles to 
protest, and these idiotic churchgoers are 
directly protesting their funerals, while 
trying to protect themselves with their 
first amendment rights.

However, what they fail to recognize 
is that while they do have a right to 
assemble, they are not allowed to 
provide false information about a single 
individual or a group of people. This is 
called slander. They can go to jail for this. 
It’s common sense.

Even if they do somehow win with their 
right to assemble spiel, then what these 
people have to realize is that there is a 
time and a place for everything. If you 
want to protest, fine. If you’re anti-gay, fine. 
But it is never okay to protest at a funeral. 
The family has gone through enough with 
the loss of a child or a sibling, why make 
them go through more with these horrific 
disputes?

Seriously, of all people to protest, it 
has to be a religious group. These are the 
people that are supposed to have some 

What is your favorite

Paiton Swope
Westboro baptists gone bad 

Head swap

sort of morals 
and values. The 
people that are 
not supposed 
to judge others 
and that are 
supposed to work 
toward the better 
good of mankind. 
S t u p i d i t y , 
thy name is 
W e s t b o r o . 
These people are the exact definition 
of hypocritical, maybe not the whole 
group but by the looks of things, the vast 
majority of people who decide to practice 
at Westboro Baptist Church are complete 
over the top hypocrites. 

One minute, 
they’re God’s 
children who 
are here to 
better their lives 
and leave their 
mark on society, 

but as the moon rises they become these 
awful creatures who decide to protest 
the funerals of not only the deceased 
but deceased military men. Am I making 
my point? Does anyone else see how 
ignorant this is?

Personally, I think this was just the 
work of people who can’t seem to function 
without public attention. Think about it. 
They come from a small church of about 
50 people in the middle of nowhere and 
no one has ever heard of them until they 
decided to be unintelligent.  

Honestly, these people don’t even 
make sense. They go to the funeral of a 
heterosexual male and start screaming 
about homosexual men being an 
abomination. I bet these individuals 
would have a mental breakdown if a 
crowd of gay people entered a funeral 
for protesters’ loved ones and started a 
riot about how Satanists are damned to 
heaven. It’s the same basic concept. 

Protesting a funeral is never right 
but lying at a funeral is the worst thing 
imaginable, for the family, for the friends 
and for the deceased.  

“...these idiotic churchgoers are

 directly 
protesting their funerals...”

Keyo Mazi, 9:
“‘Trick or Treat’ because 
it’s based on one of my 
favorite holidays.”

Lucas Turgeon, 10:
“‘Zombieland’ because it 
has scary-looking mon-
sters getting owned by 
normal people. It has lots 
of violence, romance and 
comedy all in one.”

Heather Holzopfel, 12:
“What’s considered hor-
ror? I just laugh at scary 
movies.”

Ali Mcneese, 10:
“‘Paranormal Activity’ 

because it seemed so real 
and scared me so much 
that I had to sleep with 
my light on for a week 

after.”

scary movie?

the viking views  | 10.29.2010

Maddy Helterbran, 11:
“Dude, I hate scary mov-

ies, they scare the crap out 
of me.”



and all the snacks I chow on while I’m 
there.  

Another worthless activity is dressing 
for the cause. There’s a difference 
between wearing a pink ribbon in memory 
of a loved one and wearing a pink shirt 
because everyone is. Obviously it’s great 
you care enough to wear a red shirt for a 
recent earthly disaster, but what are you 
doing to make a difference? People that 
dress pointlessly like that make me think, 
“Cool, I’m wearing a green shirt. Yay for 
us?” Those homeless people cannot see 
you wearing a red outfit from head to toe. 
Put yourself in their shoes: if they saw a 
picture of you in such attire they would  
be jealous that you have clothes.

Now there’s a ribbon for everything. 
Wear a blue one to defeat child abuse. 

And raise 
awareness 
for Colon 
cancer. And 
p r o m o t e 
C a n a d a ’ s 
secondhand 
s m o k e 

campaign. There is a ribbon for absolutely 
every cause now. What is the significance? 
There is none.

All of those people that venture to a 
rally for a political cause get riled up for 
only so long. After a victory of supposed 
progress, those same people rarely still 
carry the immense amount of passion 
when the activities have died down. 

People need to quit walking and 
accomplish more things. 

If you’re passionate about an issue, 
be the driving force behind fixing it. Get 
some neighbors to sponsor you on that 
next walk you go on, or create your own 
fund-raising event to raise money for 
something you believe in. 

You don’t have to be a nationwide 
organization. There are service activities 
just in North Canton. For example, I 
knit a scarf a week for the homeless in 
downtown Canton. Honestly, you, the 
students need to make the difference. 

Don’t promote awareness, create 
progress.
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Chelsea recently 

Br e a s t 
C a n c e r 
Awareness 

month is upon 
us. Unfortunately, 
this realization 
didn’t hit me 
after reading a 
touching story 
about a Breast 
Cancer survivor 
or seeing an 

overwhelming amount of pink ribbons on 
the way to my last Starbucks run. No, the 
news arrived when I went on Facebook 
(for the tenth time that day) and noticed 
that all the feminine statuses were the 
same. 

Dear world – I don’t care what your 
bra color 
is or where 
you put 
your purse. 
It’s great 
that you’re 
recognizing 
that there 
is a problem, but how is this silliness 
accomplishing anything? 

Throughout the past years of my 
high school career, I’ve been asked to 
participate in plenty of “awareness” 
activities. Whether it be wearing a color 
to support a local disaster, signing a 
piece of paper to pledge to be drug free 
or walking for a cause. Not surprisingly, 
the ratio of the activities I’ve completed 
compared to the opportunities I’ve had is 
not based on helping a group at all, but 
what carrot is at the end of the activity. 

A sad fact is that I, like many students, 
have only walked for world peace or cancer 
awareness because of extra credit points. 
That’s right, teachers give students extra 
credit for going to a rally that usually has 
nothing to do with their curriculum. Sure, 
personally I feel like I made a difference 
by being there, but then I wonder what 
good am I really doing? I pay a small sum 
of money to join in the festivities – but 
the organization makes a negative profit 
based on the price of the “free T-shirt” 

views

Don Crites, 12:
“‘IT’, because clowns 
are freaky, let alone a 

killing psycho clown is 
even scarier.”

Kati Reolfi, 10:
“I really don’t watch scary 
movies so I’d have to say 
‘Signs’ because it really 
wasn’t that scary.”

Joey Russell, 10:
“I don’t really like scary 
movies. The scariest would 
probably be ‘Ice Age’ be-
cause they have to escape 
the flood and they might 
die.”

Linley Hipp, 11:
“‘Disturbia’ because it 

was the first scary movie I 
saw by myself and I love 
Shia Labeouf. It’s really 

good.”

Warren Davidson, 11:
“‘The Forth Kind’ be-
cause its a really scary 

movie and aliens are 
scary, which makes the 

movie even scarier.”

scary movie?

Chelsea Roden

“Dear world– I don’t  care what your

bra color
is or where you put your purse.”

Thomas Tedrow, 11:
“‘The Exorcist’ because 
it’s really creepy and I had 
to sleep in my parent’s 
room.”

10.29.2010  | the viking views
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30 Halloween: A time when ghouls and zombies walk the 
earth, mythological creatures come alive and ghosts 

visit from beyond the grave. For the 2010 Halloween 
season, The Viking Views staff collected a list of the top 
eight edge-of-your-seat, scariest movies of all time.  

Voted the scariest movie of all time by “Entertainment Weekly” 
and based upon a novel of the same name, this 1973 movie has 
achieved cult-classic status. Twelve-year-old Regan (Linda Blair) 
becomes possessed by a demonic presence, and her mother Chris 
MacNeil (Ellen Burstyn) tries everything in her power to save her 
daughter. When all physical and psychological examinations fail to 
provide an answer, MacNeil seeks help from a higher power. Fathers 
Damien Karras (Jason Miller) and Joseph Dyer (William O’Malley) are 
summoned to exorcise the demon at any cost. 

In this cross between crime and horror thrillers, FBI rookie agent Clarice 
Starling (Jodie Foster) is brought on to challenge the mind of institutionalized 
cannibal Hannibal Lecter. To help locate a new killer nicknamed “Buffalo Bill,” 

Lecter must give his knowledge but for 
a small price. A nicer home and a view 
into Starling’s past is all he needs, but 
Starling may not be able to handle him 
when the tables are turned. 

Based upon a Stephen King novel, the viewer finds himself stuck inside the 
twisted mind of Jack Torrance (Jack Nicholson). In this movie, Torrance has been 
given a job as a caretaker for the isolated Overlook Hotel in Colorado. He uses his 
seclusion and quiet to begin writing his novel, while he and his family encounter 
many supernatural and disturbing  instances involving the family that lived in the 
hotel before. Being built on Indian burial grounds, the hotel holds a violent history 
of murder and deceit from the former caretaker. After a chilling winter storm, 
cabin fever starts to take over and a supernatural presence overtakes Torrance 
as he is pushed to the extreme and tries to murder his entire family.

n Compiled by Jessica Royer & Caroline Hill

A countdown of classic cinematic horror
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Warning: after watching this movie, stay away from static televisions and blank videotapes. 
Unless hanging out in a deep, dark well sounds promising, then go for it. Known as “the best 
scary movie since ‘The Sixth Sense,’” this remake of a Japanese movie will send chills up the 
spine. After the killings of four teenagers, including journalist Rachel Keller’s (Naomi Watts) 
niece Katie Embry (Amber Tamblyn), Keller tries to uncover the truth of a mysterious video tape. 
This tape kills whoever watches it after seven days and Keller must save her and her son before 
it is too late. 

If you’re looking for a great movie to sit down and watch with your family, this is not it. 
“Halloween,”  a jaw dropping slasher film whose franchise began in the ‘70s, shares the story 
of a crazy six-year-old boy, Mike Myers (Will Sandin), who is admitted to the Smith’s Grove 
Sanitarium, an insane asylum, for repeatedly stabbing and killing his teenage sister. Fifteen 
years later, Myers escapes from the asylum only to stalk a baby sitter, Laurie Strode (Jamie Lee 
Curtis) and her friends. His psychiatrist Dr. Loomis (Donald Pleasance) tries to find him but it 
may be too late, as the killings have already begun. 

10.29.2010  | the viking views

6Although it seems there have been countless remakes and reboots of the “Nightmare on 
Elm Street” franchise, none compare to the original, which was released in 1984. Coming from 
the mind of infamous horror director Wes Craven, “A Nightmare on Elm Street” is one of the 
original “slasher” films. Four adolescents, Tina Gray (Amanda Wyss), Nancy Thompson (Heather 
Langenkamp), Glen Lantz (Johnny Depp) and Rod Lane (Nick Corri) all experience the same 
recurring nightmare in which a mysterious man stalks each into a dark boiler room. Although it 
may seem just coincidence, nightmares become real when Nancy is brutally stabbed to death in 
her sleep by an invisible knife in front of Rod’s eyes. Can the remaining friends escape Nancy’s 
fate, or will they fall asleep first?

7
8

After six movies and a seventh opening tonight, the “Saw” franchise is almost a household 
name. The first installment, which premiered in 2004, was based on a short film of the same 
name released in Australia in 2003. The films all revolve around the character “Jigsaw,” who 
kidnaps and tortures victims in order to force them to have a better appreciation for their lives. 
Although he never directly attacks his victims, he uses physical and psychological torture, 
testing their will to live. The movies, which have grossed nearly $800,000,000 worldwide so 
far, have given way to video games, theme parks and comic books. Although the films are not 
necessarily bloodcurdling, the excessive use of blood and gore could turn anyone’s stomach. 

The famous franchise originating 36 years ago with the 1974 independent film comprises 
of six films as well as comics and video games. In the original movie, Sally Hardesty (Marilyn 
Burns), her brother Franklin (Paul A. Partain) and their friends, Jerry (Allen Danziger), Kirk 
(William Vail) and Pam (Teri McMinn) go to a cemetery that has the grave site of the Hardestys’ 
grandfather. The group decides to then travel to the old Hardesty homestead and picks up a 
hitchhiker (Edwin Neal) on the way, who acts very bizarrely, slashing himself and Franklin with 
a knife before he is forced out of the car. The film’s villain, “Leatherface” (Gunnar Hansen) then 
terrorizes the group, killing first Kirk and then the rest one by one.
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Do you want to reach 

the teen market?

Advertise 
HERE 

for
2010-2011

with The Viking Views
Call 

330.497.5620 
X-489

and ask for Mrs. Ogilvie

  4667 DRESSLER RD. NW
  CANTON, OHIO 44718
  (330) 649-9870

  WWW.SECONDSOLEOHIO.COM

 

To schedule call 1-800-966-7832
Go on-line to www.stanleysteemer.com

Residential & Commercial Service
Air Duct Cleaning 

Carpet & Furniture Cleaning
New Carpet Sales & Repair

Commercial Tile Floor Refi nishing
Tile & Grout Cleaning & Sealing
24hour Water Damage Extraction

LIVING BRINGS IT IN. WE TAKE IT OUT

Serving 
Summit, Stark, 

Portage, Wayne,
Tuscarawes, Carroll 

and
Holmes Counties
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A Virtual Reality

Chelsea Roden
Staff Writer

With the movie “The Social 
Network” in theaters, there has 
been a lot of talk about the film, 

which is about the founding of Facebook, 
on Facebook itself. Many Hoover students 
have chosen to take part in social networking 
and various online sites connect students to 
each other and the rest of the world. 
Facebook

With status updates, video and photo 
uploading, various groups and a wide range 
of applications, Facebook has become the 
center of social networking. 

Many Hoover students are active users 
of this site. Junior Taylor Zhang said he 
uses Facebook when he is bored. 

“I’m not really on it that much,” he said. 
“I just like to leave my computer on and I 
never sign out.” 

U s e r s 
enjoy the 
d i f f e r e n t 
o p t i o n s 
F a c e b o o k 
offers, but 
Zhang said 
it can also 
be detrimental. 

“It distracts me from homework,” he 
said. “Anything is more interesting than 
my homework.” 

However, some teachers utilize Facebook 
to enhance their teaching methods. 
Chemistry teacher Mr. Steve Wood created 
a Facebook fan page to share information 
with his students. He said many students do 
not use e-mail as much anymore, but kids 
do not give up on Facebook.

The fan page, titled “Mr. Wood’s AP 

Chemistry Page,” allows students to share 
links and videos of chemistry related topics. 
Wood updates the page with facts and class 
reminders. 

“It helps if you can speak the language 
of the student,” he said. 

Zhang agreed.
“It’s a good connection with the teacher 

and the student,” he said. “Not in an 
awkward way but in a convenient way.” 

Overall, Zhang said his usage of 
Facebook is justifiable.

“It just wastes time,” he said. “But it’s a 
good waste of time.” 
Twitter

Twitter is a site in which users can 
“tweet” updates in 140 characters or less. 
Using Twitter forces users to sacrifice photo 
and extensive link sharing that Facebook 
offers in exchange for being able to follow 
celebrities and friends. 

Senior Lauren 
Moore said she 
enjoys Twitter 
because it keeps 
her entertained. 

“It’s like 
having a massive 
text message 

conversation with all of your friends,” she 
said. 

Students are not the only people using 
Twitter at Hoover. Math Teacher Mr. Troy 
Kozee uses a Twitter account to send his 
students homework reminders. Kozee said 
Twitter is a progressive way to touch base 
with his students. 

“Twitter is an easy way to disseminate 
information to a large amount of people,” 
he said. “[Students] can receive tweets on 
their cell phone.” 

Overall, Moore agreed with Kozee that 
Twitter keeps people connected.  

“It’s something cool that keeps you 
involved,” she said. 
Flickr & Picnik

Photography has also found a home in 
the realm of social networking. Sites such 
as Picnik.com allow users to post their own 
photos. 

Senior Laura Schweitzer said she started 
using Picnik after watching others use it. 

“I tried it and got addicted,” she said. 
On Picnik there are different options that 

give users ability to add text and effects to 
photos. Also, Picnik allows users to share 
the processed images using a wide variety 
of networking sites including Flickr. 

Flickr is like YouTube for photos. 
Photographers can add each other as 
contacts to follow their photostream and 
favorite, comment and be inspired by other 
people’s work. 

Schweitzer said Flickr is for more 
artistic people. 

“There are people with awesome 
photostreams,” she said. 

Senior Jackie Clark also uses Flickr to 
share her photos. 

“I post landscape type stuff and 
portraits,” she said.

When looking for inspiration, Clark 
said she searches through other people’s 
photos. 

“I mostly stalk portraits because I enjoy 
looking at different compositions,” she 
said. 

However, Clark said she does not benefit 
from her usage.

“Once I get on I don’t get off,” she said. 
“Once I stalk one person I need to stalk 
another.”

“

“[Facebook] just wastes 
time. But it’s a good 

waste of time.
-Taylor Zhang

nv

ILLUSTRATION BY CAROLINE HILL

Students use social networking
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Reviews

Kings of Leon
Come Around Sundown

Belle & Sebastian
Belle & Sebastian Write About Love

Scottish seven-piece group Belle & Sebastian have left fans waiting four years for their eighth studio 
album, “Belle & Sebastian Write about Love.” As with their past albums, Belle & Sebastian have 
kept the spirit of the 60s alive with their serene melodies and thought-provoking lyrics. Although 

the album is not necessarily surprising or inventive, the ghost-like vocals and calming instrumentation 
clearly reflects the ensemble’s many inspirations. Starting off the album in its usual fashion is “I Didn’t 
See It Coming,” whose influences are also echoed in the record’s title track, “Write About Love,” both 
of which seem to transcend back to the era of Woodstock and The Grateful Dead. While the eerie, yet 

mellow sounds of Belle & Sebastian’s “Write about Love” has a calming and restful mix of tunes, its style is for a select group. 
The nature of the music may be a nice choice for a day in the meadow with Edward Cullen but do not try to play it at your next dance 
party. 

– Emily Plaver

– Caroline Hill

Toby Keith
Bullets in the Gun

Fans of Toby Keith’s last CD, “American Ride,” are sure to enjoy his lastest CD, “Bullets in the 
Gun.” One of the best tracks on the CD, “Bullets in the Gun,” stays true to Keith’s  traditional 
country style. This song is one the fans will absolutely love. Toby Keith has released 14 other 

albums including “American Ride,” “35 Biggest Hits,” “White Trash with Money” and several others. 
Toby Keith’s patriotism has been evident in all his past CDs and “Bullets in the Gun”  is no exception. 
His singles “Bullets in the Gun” and “Trailerhood” may not be popular now, but might soon be in the 
top 10. If you have never listened to Toby Keith before, this is a great CD to start off listening to him. 
The song “Trailerhood” is about his experience of living in a trailer park. Even people who are not familiar with his music will enjoy 
his newest CD, “Bullets in the Gun.”  

Shakira
Sale El Sol

She is the world-famous, highest-selling Colombian artist of all time. And ladies and gentlemen: 
she’s back. Shakira’s seventh studio album, “Sale El Sol,” was released this October to generally 
positive feedback. And it’s no wonder—the album features a Shakira we haven’t heard in a while, 

with its stripped-down, laid-back feel which showcases her unique voice and style. “Sale El Sol” boasts 
worldwide smash hit, “Waka Waka (This Time for Africa),” which features the South African band 
Freshlyground, and was chosen to be performed at the 2010 FIFA World Cup Kick-Off concert in Soweto 
and again at the final. The album’s other single, “Loca,” (which is on the album in both English and 

Spanish) is somewhat less popular but definitely measures up in the catchy department. Both versions possess a heavy merengue beat 
which proves impossible not to dance to. The album is very reminiscent of Shakira’s “Oral Fixation” days; the tracks are heavily Latin 
influenced. Many more have a more tropical feel, such as the steamy duet with Residente Calle 13, “Gordita.” Shakira’s new album, 
“Sale El Sol,” will have listeners shaking their hips and fluently singing Spanglish. 

– Marsha Duff

– Rachel Baran

Kings of Leon caught the attention of hundreds once their single “Use Somebody” was released. 
You could hear it on the radio non-stop throughout 2008. Their new album “Come Around 
Sundown,” is not as good as expected. The band experimented with different genres of music in 

this album. The songs “Back Down South,” “Mi Amigo” and “Beach Side” all take twists on different 
genres combined with their normal music which ruins the sound. The song “Pyro,” though, has the Kings 
at their normal sound and the lyrics are deep. The vocals and guitar are unique and soothing to listen to. 
And “Radioactive” is upbeat and has an amazing sound that you could easily tap your foot to. But most 
of the thirteen songs on this album sound lifeless. The Kings of Leon need to stick with their normal indie 
sound and keep their music deep and emotional. Hopefully the band will redeem themselves with their 
next album and make their way back to the top of the charts.
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Life as We Know It

– Ashlea Thomas

My Soul To Take

– Megan Sigler

Raising a one-year-old with a successful mother and father 
in a beautiful home would seem like the perfect idea of a 
small family, but that is not the case for Holly Berenson 

(Katherine Heigl) and Eric Messer (Josh Duhamel).
“Life as We Know It” is a romantic comedy that depicts the 

stresses of family and everyday life in a humorous tone. Though 
at times it’s very predictable, it is still a great movie that just about 
everyone should see.

Holly and Eric have been best friends with a happily married 

couple for years, but when their friends die in a sudden car accident, 
they discover that they were both chosen to be the guardians of the 
couple’s young daughter, Sophie. Now living together in their best 
friend’s house to raise this child, they must learn to put aside their 
many differences to make sure that Sophie is raised to the best of        
their abilities. 

At first, they are taken aback because neither of them would 
have ever thought that their best friends would knowingly put them 
together to raise their only daughter. Despite the circumstances, 
they rise to the challenge for the sake of their friends. 

From the beginning and through a majority of the middle of 
the movie, Holly and Eric butt heads in all aspects of each other’s 
combined lives, while still keeping the movie funny and heart 
warming. Towards the end, a romantic spark is ignited and they 
realize that they were always the best fill-in parents for little 
Sophie. 

“Life as We Know It” is very comical, at times quite the tear 
jerker and sometimes cheesy. Regardless, this is a great movie for 
going out on any day of the week, or even grabbing it off of the 
shelves as soon as it becomes available on DVD. Whether you’re 
going to see it with a large group of friends or on a date, “Life as 
We Know It” is a great option.

Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the lord my soul to keep. 
If I should die before I wake, I pray the lord my soul to 
take.” This quote is very significant in the movie, “My 

Soul to Take.” 
Every year in the sleepy town of Riverton, the citizens held a 

reunion on the night of “The Ripper’s” death. The Ripper was a 
serial killer who died 16 years ago. Consequently, on the night 
of The Ripper’s death, seven premature babies were born in the 
same hospital. These seven kids grew up to the nickname of “The 
Riverton Seven.” One of these seven children is the main character, 
Adam Heller (Max Thieriot). 

The rising star, Max Thieriot, who has appeared in numerous 
movies such as “The Pacifier” and the thriller “Jumper,” may 
become Hollywood’s next hit young actor with his success of 
playing the role of Adam in “My Soul to Take.”

Adam was not like everyone else and he definitely marched to 
the beat of his own drum, but most girls were attracted to him for 
that reason. While most people in the town were celebrating the 
sixteenth year of The Ripper’s death, The Riverton Seven were 
telling the lasting legend of The Ripper. According to legend, The 
Ripper swore he would return and murder the seven children born 
on the night he died. 

The Riverton Seven were considered miracles because they 

survived the night of The Ripper’s death, but they soon realized 
that it might have not been a miracle after all. The characters 
struggled with facing the facts of their past and realized they had to 
finish the fight that started the night they were born or else it would 
never go away. In order to save themselves, they had to overcome 
an evil that returned and would not rest. 

Overall, the movie consisted of everything a scary movie 
should. It had a considerable amount of goriness and contained  
suspenseful aspects. “My Soul to Take” actually has a story behind 
it and will keep you thinking. 

If you are in the mood for a perplexing, scary movie that will 
keep you on the edge of your seat, then “My Soul to Take” is a 
solid choice. 
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“...the bribing of our nations’ 

athletes
reflects on the deterioration of society...”

La c k i n g 
the dark 
cynicism 

that comes 
along with old 
age, teenagers, 
especially those 
that are on the 
verge of emerging 
from high 
school, can be 
manipulated and 
taken advantage 

of. Exceptional athletes are no exception.
Recently, in lieu of the fact that Reggie 

Bush has just lost his Heisman Trophy 
and USC was heavily penalized, more and 
more attention is being paid 
to agents and athletes who 
have violated the NCAA’s 
strict rules and regulations. 
To be specific, agents 
have tempted high school 
athletes with money and 
gifts in order to get them 
to go to a college that the 
agent wishes. 

Be that as it may, Bush and his colleagues 
were not the only entourage to succumb to 
the pressures of wealth and fortune. Even 
our hometown hero (well, not anymore), 
LeBron James, was prohibited from playing 
in high school for a short while because he 
accepted a garish yellow hummer from his 
mother. As if this wasn’t enough, he also 
agreed to pose for wall photos in exchange 
for jerseys worth up to 845 dollars from 
the urban clothing store, “NEXT”. All this 
resulted in him losing his athletic eligibility 
under the OHSAA official rules. Later, 
however, James was given a lenient two-
game suspension after he appealed to a 
judge that ruled in his favor.

But the list goes on.
O.J. Mayo, an upcoming player in 

the NBA, just finished his second season 
playing with the Memphis Grizzlies. 
Averaging about 18 points a game, it’s 
difficult to argue that he’s not a decent 
player. As you may have guessed, colleges 
underwent the same thought process when 
he was in high school.

Also playing in Ohio at North College 
Hill High School, Ovinton J’Anthony Mayo 

was very successful, even LeBron-like. In 
contrast, that was just the beginning of a 
downturn. Obviously, gratuitous amounts 
of attention go to one’s head quickly, and 
this is especially true when one feels like 
a star. As if his amazing talents weren’t 
enough, a press team was sent to Mayo’s 
high school in order to cover the beginning 
of his profound high school life.

Then, Mayo met his agent, who 
apparently had his “best interests” in mind. 
After being showered with praise, Mayo 
saw no harm in accepting a few bribes in 
exchange for playing for the University of 
Southern California. Of course, this strategy 
was a sound one because neither he nor his 
agents were personally penalized to any 

extreme. USC, nonetheless, had to vacate 
all of its wins in light of the illegality of 
Mayo’s presence on their team.

And the list goes on.
I could rattle off hundreds of cases in 

which athletes have been manipulated and 
persuaded into making bad 
choices. Particularly in 
the fields of football and 
basketball, the recruitment 
of these young teammates 
is extraordinary. From the 
moment these top athletes 
take the field, eyes are 
scrutinizing and inspecting 
their every move, and 
action needs to be taken 
immediately.

Some say that there is no 
point in trying to regulate 
this because it has always 
occurred and there’s no 
sure-fire way to stop it. 
Agents and Universities 
will stop at nothing to 
obtain these inestimable 
treasures. Top class talent 

is hard to come by, and when one may 
be attending your school potentially, no 
price is too great. So, some analysts have 
asked: why try to stop it? Why not let the 
universities pay these amateurs?

Well, there’s a very simple reason 
why this should not be allowed. Among 
numerous intelligent justifications, one 
needs to remember that they are dealing 
with kids. At the ripe old age of 18, kids 
think they know it all—that they’re 
otherwise infallible. Agents, among other 
trusted people in the athletes’ lives, will 
play at this and ultimately force them down 
a dark road.

So, more stringent rules need to be 
set in place to stop things like this from 

occurring. Quite possibly, the 
bribing of our nations’ athletes 
reflects on the deterioration of 
society itself. Personally, I don’t 
like a gargantuan set of rules for 
the athletes’ and agents’ conduct, 
but in these cases, it is of the 
utmost importance. Young athletes 
need to be protected; it should be 
the aim of every collegiate and 

high school-ruling body to make sure these 
athletes are protected and placed in the 
care of more responsible adults. There is 
no reason for players to have to undergo 
trauma and have their trophies stripped and 
revoked. Protect the players.

Clint  Yoos Them agents be pimpin’
Yoos got nothin’ on me

nv



n The girls’ soccer team also wrapped up their season recently. 
They beat McKinley on senior night with a score of 6-0, but un-
fortunately, they lost their subsequent match-up against Jackson 
4-1.
n The boys’ golf team just competed at districts for the first time 
since 2003.
n Girls’ tennis placed second overall at the Federal League Tour-
nament in a narrow loss to Jackson. They then competed at sec-
tionals, and their season came to a close.
n The cross country teams ran at the Stark County Meet. The 
boys’ varsity took second overall, and the girls obtained third 
place.
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Sports Briefs

—Clint Yoos

The playoffs–the proving grounds of all athletes–are about 
to commence. With the temperature dropping and the fall 
regular seasons coming to a close, Hoover students are pre-

paring for what could be an exciting and tumultuous ride through 
the closing games of the fall sports seasons.
n After beating Lake, the boys’ football team has dropped two 
games to Boardman and Austintown Fitch. They will look to im-
prove their record in the their final regular season match-ups against 
Glenoak and Jackson.
n The girls’ volleyball team has been on the winning path all sea-
son long. With an undefeated record, they’ll look to make a deep 
playoff run towards the state title.
n The boys’ soccer team finished their season with a record of        
5-9-2. They recently began their playoff run Oct. 18 against Canton 
McKinley and won 3-0.

S
p
o
rt

s
 U

p
d
a
te

s

Boys Soccer
The boys soccer team is bringing their sea-
son to an end. They took on Akron Firestone 
Sept. 23 and won 3-2. They followed with a 
win over Perry Sept. 28. Subsequently, Oct. 5, 
which was also Senior Night, the boys defeat-
ed Louisville 4-1. The victories continued as 
they pounded McKinley Oct. 5: the final score 
was 9-1.

Girls Tennis
The girls tennis team competed in the Federal League Tournament Sept. 29 and the girls placed 2nd overall. 
Finishing just one point behind Jackson. Taking first place for Hoover was Abby Warburton in her second round, 
and the doubles team of Olivia Sutter and Nicolette Bourlas took a first place as well. The girls went onto play 
in their sectionals Oct. 6. All the girls won their first rounds at sectionals. They went and finished their sectionals   
Oct. 8. The girl’s tennis season has ended since then.

Boys Golf 
The boys golf team competed at sectionals at Seven Hills Country Club 
Tuesday Oct. 5. With a final score of 323 they advanced to Districts as a 
team for the first time since 2003. Unfortunately, they were unable to ad-
vance past districts and their season came to close. Among others, senior 
Josh Heckathorn led the team through exceptional play. 

The girls soccer team is finishing up their season. They traveled to Wadsworth Sept. 27 and lost 0-4. However, 
they turned things around and defeated Perry 3-0 Sept. 29. They followed with a 1-1 tie against Green Oct. 2. 
The ladies traveled to Cuyahoga Falls and won with a score 1-0  Oct. 4. They then took on Canton McKinley 
Oct. 6, which was also Senior Night. They made the seniors proud by crushing the Bulldogs 6-0. The girls fell 
to Jackson 4-1 Oct. 9. 

Girls Soccer
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n Senior Andrew Tudosie dribbles the ball against federal league rival 
Jackson. The Vikings were unable to score a victory and lost 5-1.



Straight to states

“ They always work hard. Every 
practice, every game, everything.”    
                           – Mrs. Mia Thomas
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38 Girls volleyball goes undefeated

nv

Every athlete dreams of having an 
undefeated season. For the varsity 
volleyball team, after years of 

demanding practices, injuries and personal 
sacrifices, this dream has become a reality. 
With a record of 23-0 as of Oct. 22, the 
girls have earned the title of Federal 
League Champions for two consecutive 
years. There are eight seniors on this year’s 
13 player varsity roster: Amy Bontrager, 
Muriel Carpenter, Nicole Cunnigham, 

Maggie Desrosiers, Becca Moore, Kelsey 
Soehnlen, Nina Tortorella and  Laura 
Wheeler,  all of whom have been playing 
together since their freshman year. 

Team co-captain senior Amy Bontrager 
said the time the team has spent together 
and the focus on a common goal has created 
special bonds between the  team members, 
especially the senior players. She said the 
friendships she has made while playing on 
the team are valuable to her.

“We all get along,” Bontrager said.  
“There’s no fighting. We’re all friends.” 

Head coach Mrs. Mia Thomas said 
she also noticed the close relationship of 
the players and attributes their success, in 
part, to the special relationships they have 
formed. 

“There have been no personality 
struggles,” Thomas said. “There is no 
cattiness. There are no selfish players. 
Normally, that is a problem, which is 
probably why they’re so successful.” 

Thomas said the team showed their 
dedication by spending countless hours 
conditioning, practicing and playing 
volleyball. 

“[Their season] started back in June,” 
Thomas said. “They were up at 6:30 every 
summer morning for practices. They did 
everything we asked them to do. They 

always work hard. Every practice, every 
game, everything.” 

 Juniors Melissa Bentler, Emily Bergert, 
Lauren Brumbaugh, Kara Riccardi and 
sophomore Kelli Howard are also part 
of this winning season. Desrosiers also 
said the team’s level of success could not 
be achieved without the ability of their 
coaching staff: Thomas and assistant coach 
Mrs. Anne Desrosiers. 

“The coaches do a really good job with 
expecting a lot out of us,” co-captain senior 
Maggie Desrosiers said. “Giving leadership 
to the seniors helps us grow individually as 

players and 
as a team as 
well.” 

Although 
the team 
m e m b e r s 
are proud of 
their perfect 
r e c o r d , 

Thomas said they understand that they 
must continue to work hard in order to 
achieve their ultimate goal of becoming 
state champions.

“I do believe we can make it to states,” 
Bontrager said. “It’s going to be tough but 
I have faith in my team. It’s a realistic goal 
for us.” 

Desrosiers agreed.

“The more success we have, the more it 
helps us acknowledge that out hard work 
is paying off and that our goal of winning 
states is very possible,” said Desrosiers. 

Thomas said she believes the team is 
capable of becoming state champions if 
they continue to do their best not to get 
distracted by the attention their winning 
season has gained, but to instead stay 
disciplined and focused on the game that 
they love. 

“Everyone is making a big deal about 
[our undefeated season], but we don’t 
really talk about it,” Thomas said. “They 
keep their composure and do what they 
have to do to win.”  

Although they are working hard for the 
State Championship title, Bontrager said 
the team is having fun along the way.

“I’m really going to miss the team 
bonding,” Bontrager said. “That’s where 
the heart of your friends is. It’s going to be 
a weird experience without my team next 
year.”   

n The Hoover volleyball team celebrates their Federal League Championship after completing their unbeaten 
record. They look to carry that momentum straight through to the state championship game.
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sports

captured

(Clockwise from top right) n Junior Maddie Helterbran 
settles the ball in a match-up against Alliance. This was 
the girl’s first state tournament game and they won 1-0. 
n Seniors Becca Moore and Laura Wheeler block an 
outside hitter from GlenOak. The team won 3-0 and won 
the Federal League for the second consecutive year. n 
Junior Austin Appleby avoids a McKinley defender in 
the game Oct. 15. With a final score of 28-17, the team 
fell to 3-6. n Senior Brett Fisher runs downfield with the 
ball Oct. 16 when the team played Jackson. They lost 
5-1 and there current record is 6-10-2.

AJ CROFFORD
AN

DR
EW

 K
RI

GL
IN

E
AJ

 C
RO

FF
OR

D
AJ CROFFORD


	1 Cover 2
	2-3 TOC 2
	4-5 NEWS 2
	6-7 NEWS 2
	8-9 NEWS 2
	10-11 NEWS 2
	12-13 FEATURES2color
	14-15 FEATURES2 
	16-17 FEATURES 2
	18-19 features2
	20-21 INDEPTH 2
	22-23 INDEPTH 2
	24-25 INDEPTH 2
	26-27 OPINION 2
	28-29 OPINION 2
	30-31 Entertainment 2
	32-33 Entertainment 2
	34-35 Entertainment 1
	36-37 SPORTS 2
	38-39 SPORTS 2
	40 SPORTS 2

