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Letter from the 
editors
Dear Readers,

It’s been a rough start to our year here at Hoover High. Through the pain 
and suffering we’ve experienced or witnessed, we have learned some hard 
lessons about the real world and learned that we aren’t indestructible or 
infallible. On page 6 and 7 we have a story about one of the tragic events 
and how it is affecting some of our classmates. This incident has renewed 
the fight against drinking and driving, stressed the importance of wearing a 
seatbelt, and created solidarity among students, especially with the “Noble 
Causes” wristbands. To all who suffered  in one way or another this fall, by 
these tragic events, we send our heartfelt sympathies.

In this issue, in recognition of the 10 year anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, we decided to focus on American tragedies, how they have forever 
changed our sense of security and how these acts continue to impact 
people’s lives.  We also show how people cope with these tragedies, even 
learning and growing from the harshest events.

Hopefully all of you enjoy this issue and learn a lot about our history 
and see how tragedy, in a strange way unites us, as we’ve seen this fall at 
Hoover. 

Always look on the bright side, learn from past mistakes, and be safe!
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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspa-

per produced 9 times a year to approximately 
1,900 students and staff, as well as members of 
the community. As student editors make content 
decisions independently of the school’s staff 
and administration, the paper is considered a 
forum for student opinion. It is therefore exempt 
from prior review or restraint in both principle 
and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and en-
couraged. Letters must be signed, but, upon 
request, they may be published anonymously 
at the discretion of the staff. The Viking Views 
reserves the right to edit letters for space and 
content in order to maintain the paper’s high 

standards against obscenity, libelous mate-
rial, and personal attacks. Letters that exhibit a 
blatant disregard for such standards will not be 
considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of 
a majority of the editorial board. No one indi-
vidual may be held responsible for the opinions 
expressed therein. Signed editorials and col-
umns reflect the opinion of the writer and not 
The Viking Views, adviser or school. The Viking 
Views takes all measures possible to make a 
clear distinction between fact and opinion in all 
news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views 
will print retractions as they are brought to the 
attention of the staff.          

 -The Editors

Cover: Fireman stands 
in the rubble of the 9/11 
attacks. (Photo courtesy 
of MCT)
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AROUND THE WORLD   OCTOBER 2011

Los Angeles, USA
Conrad Murray, Michael 
Jackon’s physician, is still 
undergoing trial for the 
involuntary manslaughter of 
Jackson. Murray’s testimony 
continues to contradict other 
witnesses’ testimonies.

Yemen, Middle East
Tawakkol Karman, journalist and 
human rights activist, is the first 
Arab woman to win the Nobel Peace 
Prize. She shares it with African 
political activist Leymah Gbowee 
and Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. Sirleaf is 
the first president to be elected in 
modern Africa.

Manila, Philippines
A large typhoon hit the 

Philippines, killing 21 and 
damaging thousands of 

homes.  The recovery pro-
cess is still progressing.

Perugia, Italy
Amanda Knox, convicted of 

murdering her roommate, 
was acquitted of charges 
Monday Oct. 10 in an ap-

pellate court after spending 
four years in prison.
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SUBSCRIBERS

The Barbush Family
The Baxter Family
Dr. Charles E. Belles, 
Optometrist
Belmont Business Systems
and The Crofford Family
Drs. Rhonda and Andrea 
Company, DDS
Chris and Lee Ann Devore
Forever Memories Custom
Quilts
Dr. Gary L. Giammarco, DDS
Jordan D. Greenwald
Mike and Sherry Huth
Key Investment Services LLC, 
Peggy Yoos, Financial Advi-
sor
Kumon Math & Reading 
Center of North Canton
Law Offices of Sandra L. 
Merrill
The Livick Family
North Canton Veterinary 
Clinic
Dr. Ted A. Rath, Optometrist
The Swope Family - Troy,
Deshaun, Nick and Lucas

OHIO NEWS

Berea, OH
Marcus Benard, defensive end for the 
Browns is being charged with driving 
under a suspended license and reckless 
operation.

Cincinnati, OH
The filming of the new 
political movie “Ides of 
March” starring George 
Clooney took place.

Ohio
On November 8, 2011 Ohio voters will 
vote on Issue 2, the repealing of SB 5.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT
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A time to heal
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Paiton Swope
Staff Writer

The newspaper headlines said it all. 
Over the course of the past two 
months, it seemed as though each 

Monday brought news of some tragedy      
affecting the North Canton community.

However, one of theses tragedies 
had a profound effect on the students 
of Hoover. According to a Sept. 18          
article in The [Canton] Repository, five 
Hoover students were involved in a car 
accident on Pittsburgh Avenue NW. 
Two of the seriously-injured students 
were sophomore Kristi Morris and se-
nior Seth Noble.

“What happened is a tragedy, but 
North Canton is has a strong school 
district and we can overcome this,”       
Principal Mr. Tony Pallija said. “We are 
not perfect, but we will pull through.”

With the help of social networking, 
Hoover students knew about the crash 
within hours of it taking place.

“Hoover is a big school  in a small town. 
Everyone knew quickly and rumors began 
to grow,” Pallija said. “Administration 
knew by Saturday morning, and it was our 
job to confirm what had happened. There is 
a crisis plan set up for North Canton City 
Schools; the first step is to confirm who’s 
involved, get 
the counselors 
involved and 
send an e-mail 
to let Hoover 
students and 
their families 
know.”

H o w e v e r , 
even with the 
crisis plan in 
place, Hoover 
had to deal 
with the initial 
shock of the 
crash. 

“I was su-
prised, it is shocking this happened to any 
member of the speach and debate team,” 
speech coach Missy Stertzbach said. “I was 
very upset and worried about Seth, but at 
the same time, I knew I had to ascertain the 
correct facts.”

Senior Alex Smith, close friend of Seth 
Noble and Kristi Morris said of the five 

people involved, Seth suprised him the 
most. 

“It crushed me Seth was the one that 
was so badly injured,” he said.

Senior Billy Morris said he was suprised 
when he received information about his   
sister’s condition.

“I was not aware that Kristi and [another 
student involved]  had rode with the others 
in the car,” Billy Morris said. “I thought, 
perhaps, that they had left with another 
group of people who had to leave.” 

“I had told them both never to ride with 
[the driver] again, as Kristi told me that he 
had scared her on a prior journey with his 

poor driving abilities,” he said. “I was not 
able to retain any of the information [my 
father] told me.” 

“I was in somewhat of a state of shock 
about Kristi’s condition, but the fact that 
Seth was in a coma remained prevailent in 
my head,” Morris added. “I just sprang up 
and we left to go see them. I was only able 

to see Kristi and [the driver], so I still had 
to worry about Seth.”

Senior Kara Riccardi said when she first 
found out, she was in disbelief like every-

body else. 
“I was sit-

ting at lunch 
and just started 
crying because 
it actually hit 
me how se-
vere the situa-
tion was,” she 
said. “I am not 
close to any-
one involved 
in the acci-
dent, but I fi-

nally was aware of how hard this must be 
for the victims and their families. It all hit 
me at once, and even though I am not close 
to them, it was devastating to me. I couldn’t 
believe this was happening at Hoover High 
School.”

Speech and English teacher Mrs.          
Jennifer Manion, however, said she was 
not as suprised. 

“I recognized the normality of the situa-
tion,” she said. “Teenagers and adults tend 

to think nothing bad will 
happen, and because of that, 
a tragic outcome was not 
given more than a thought.”

Riccardi added the real-
ity of the accident surprised 
her.

“It was not a rumor and 
I was in shock,” Riccardi 
said.  

While it was a                      
leading factor, shock was 
not the only thing Hoover 
was dealing with upon hear-
ing about the crash. 

“[A teacher] called me 
and I just tried to soak it all 

up,” Smith said. “I wanted [the teacher] to 
say ‘Seth was going to be okay,’ but those 
words never came. As I hung up the phone, 
I was in awe and I ended up sitting and sob-
bing.”

Senior Victor Jones said he was just as 
upset by hearing about Seth’s condition.

 “Billy told me and I could not speak for 

“What happened is a tragedy, 
but North Canton is has a strong 
school district and we can over-

come this. “
- Mr. Tony Pallija

n “Noble Causes” were distributed during lunch periods. These bands warned against drinking and driv-
ing and driving without a seatbelt.

Hoover students, staff cope following accident
PH

O
TO

 B
Y 

JE
SS

E 
SA

N
CH

EZ
-S

TR
AU

SS



The Viking Views.news

driving,” he said. “It is more so apparent to 
me now, because it makes you realize that 
these kinds of things really do happen.”

When tragedy hits, many factors are in 
the mix of the recovery. One in this case 
is the friendships that were affected by the 
car accident. 

“I was really disappointed with Kristi 
after the crash,” Smith said. “She was the 
most innocent of the group and I looked at 
her like a little sister.” 

Jones agreed his friendships have been 
effected throughout the events of the 
crash.

“I haven’t spoken with [the driver] since 
it happened, because I don’t know how to 
feel,” he said. “However, it brought me 

closer to Seth and Kristi. There was one 
point where a friend and I were sitting in a 
class trying to decide what we were going 
to do if we lost Seth. I cannot tell you how 
great it feels to know he will be alright.”

Though the car accident caused emo-
tional damage, Hoover has a program set 
up so the students involved do not fall be-
hind accedemically.

“We provide tutoring programs, incom-
plete grades so student’s do not fail their 
classes and Nova Net courses,” Pallija said.  
“If the students finish the courses, they will 
graduate.”

 One of the many teams Seth is involved 
in is Speech and Debate. His absence has 
been felt throughout the team as a whole. 

“Kids who know Seth feel the gap the 
most,” Manion said. “His energy and pres-
ence have been missed. The kids have had 
team gatherings in support of each other as 
well as Seth.”

Stertzbach agreed.
“The car accident has had a tremendous 

impact on the team, because Seth is such an 
emotional leader,” she said. “We all miss 
his dynamic personality.”

Through the tragedy of the crash, the 
students involved still have the positive op-
tion of returning to their sports and teams 
after their return to school. 

“It is not an option for him to return; it is 
an expectation,” Manion said.

As North Canton was trying to cope 
with this situation, they had to deal with 
the negative publicity associated with the 
accident.

“Negative publicity is never a good 
thing,” Pallija said. We are a nationally 
ranked high school and no one seems to 
want to cover that aspect of us.”

Riccardi added how a tragedy as this 
could strike North Canton.

“I just felt like ‘oh my gosh,’ what is go-
ing to happen next,” she said. “These things 
generally do not happen in North Canton, 
and that is overwhelming to me.” 

Through the shadow of the crash, many 
staff members at Hoover 
have hope in helping 
students heal.

“Being principal is a 
hard job,” Pallija said. “I 
love my job; we have a 
good staff, which makes 
coping easier — but 
when these things hap-
pen, it’s never easy. It is 
important to know that 
this is a staff that cares 

and we do not want to see anyone [hurt] 
anytime, especially at a young age.”

Manion added the healing process is 
day-by-day.

“It is always difficult,” she said. “I talk 
to Missy daily to stay connected, and I am 
anxiously awaiting Seth’s release.”

Stertzbach agreed. 
“I pray every night for Seth and his fam-

ily,” Stertzbach said. “He is my first thought 
every morning and I look forward to keep-
ing in close contact with [Seth’s mother] 
for updates.” 

From the beginning, Smith said he has 
felt helpless when it comes to Seth’s recov-
ery.

“At first it was devastating, and I felt 
completely out of control,” he said. “I 
wanted to help, but I couldn’t and that is 
what hurt the most. Now, I have more hope. 
I still want to converse with Seth, but I am 
happy he is getting better.”

Though she did not know the victims of 
the crash, Riccardi is coping by keeping the 
victims of the accident in mind.

“I keep all of the victims and their fami-
lies in my prayers and hope and pray ev-
eryday that they will all be okay,” she said. 
“Our school is so supportive. It is amazing 
to see everyone come together like they 
have been since the accident.” n

about five minutes. Billy understood and 
waited until I could talk. Finally, I just said 
alright and hung up,” he said. “It was re-
ally bad. I was close to crying and I could 
not believe it. I got through it by talking 
to Billy. Finally, Seth’s parents called and I 
went to visit him.”

Manion said she had a similar experi-
ence.

“Missy called and told me she wanted 
for the two of us to go see Seth,” she said. 
“She had spoken to [Seth’s mother] and 
they decided it was okay to go for a visit. I 
felt better afterward, knowing he could pull 
through.”

Hoover students were not the only ones 
effected; the administrative staff was as 
well.

“We had to get in con-
tact with the families of the 
students involved,” Pallija 
said. “It was also a neces-
sity to find a way to help the 
students become healthy as 
much as we could and finally 
move on to accedemics.”  

 In addition to coping with 
the reality of the physical 
harm of the injuries, Hoover 
students also had to deal with the emotional 
events of that early morning.

“It made me realize that it only takes one 
time,” Riccardi said. “Your whole world 
can change in a split second. It has taught 
me to not only watch out for myself, but 
for those who are close to me as well, and 
never take people for granted.”

Smith agreed it had a large emotional 
effect.

“I was already going through some re-
ally personal issues at home,” he said. “I 
was dealing with my grandfather’s funeral 
and my mother being in the hospital. This 
was the straw that broke the camel’s back, 
and I just lost control.”

Jones agreed.
“This whole thing just made me think 

more,” he said. “It can really happen to 
you; this time it just happened to be Seth.” 

As word got around the school, many 
realized teenagers are not as indestructible 
as they believe. 

“People know the consequences, but ev-
eryone makes mistakes,” Riccardi said. “It 
is a very unfortunate situation, but teenag-
ers already know they are not indestructible 
and horrible things can happen to them if 
they are not careful.”

Smith agreed.
“I have always been anti-drinking and 

“I wanted [the teacher] to say 
‘Seth was going to be okay,’ but 

those words never came.”
-Alex Smith
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For a nation that is the poster child 
for their love of fast food, the Unit-
ed States is tightening their belts as 

First Lady, Michelle Obama, advances a 
new healthy living campaign. The latest 
campaign focuses on teaching healthy life-
style habits to children and teenagers, using 
the balance of both dietary adjustments and 
exercise to prevent childhood and teenage 
obesity. 

Obama’s support for the campaign is 
ever increasing. She recently launched the 
‘Let’s Move!’ organization, which, accord-
ing to the official website, promotes cre-
ating a healthy start for children, empow-
ering parents and caregivers, providing 
healthy food in schools, improving access 
to healthy, affordable foods and increas-
ing physical activity. Not only this, but 
the First Lady announced an affordable, 
healthy foods range that will be sold at the 
well-known superstore, Wal-Mart. 

According the Let’s Move! website, 
Obama said she plans to tackle the enor-
mous task that lies before her.

“In the end, as First Lady, this isn’t just 
a policy issue for me,” Obama said. “This 
is a passion. This is my mission. I am deter-
mined to work with folks across this coun-
try to change the way a generation of kids 
thinks about food and nutrition.” 

Director of food and nutrition services, 
Amy Merda-Wallace, who is responsible 

for all food sales throughout the elementa-
ry, middle and high school levels, credited 
Obama for her efforts. 

“I think that she will spark a lot of 
change, which is a great thing,” she said. 
“For adults, it’s very hard to change, but if 
we start at a young age, we can inspire chil-
dren to make the right choices.”  

One of the main focal points of the cam-
paign is the food systems in schools across 
the country. Due to the new food and health 
regulations which were recently passed, 
food and nutritional services now have to 
comply with standards. These standards  
include providing a full, balanced meal for 
students who chose the main line lunch op-
tion. In addition, food sales in A la carte, the 
school store and for fund raising purposes 
have been limited to healthier options. 

Additionally, extracurricular programs 
have had to deal with the effects of the new 
healthy foods program. Senior Logan Sis-
ca, a board member of NHS, was recently 
forced to cease the sale of doughnuts be-
fore school.

“As the chair-
person of the 
former dough-
nut brigade, 
I’m sad that we 
aren’t  allowed 
to sell dough-
nuts in the 
mornings any-
more. Instead, 
we have to pro-
vide a healthy 
a l te rna t ive ,” 
Sisca said.

P r o v i d i n g 
a full and bal-
anced meal for 
students isn’t 
the only chal-
lenge food and 

nutrition services now face. Merda-Wallace 
says the whole process of supplying meals 
has changed. 

“The new regulations have made our 
jobs more difficult as we have to meet more 
requirements, which means more planning 
and meetings,” she said. “We have to find a 
way to make it enjoyable, as well as finding 

a way to keep 
the income up. 
We are not here 
to make a prof-
it, but we need 
to break even.”

A l t h o u g h 
the best inter-
ests of chil-
dren  are what 

inspired this movement, many are finding 
Obama’s attempts to replace the iconic 
‘Cookie Monster,’ with what some call the 
more frightening ‘Veggie Monster,’ a very 
controversial move. 

“I think that her passion is in the right 
place, but that it is very difficult to change 
the way a whole generation thinks.” Mer-
da-Wallce said. “To change something that 
large, you need to change more than an 
iconic character.” 

President and husband Barack Obama 
helped forward the campaign. According 
to the official ‘Let’s Move!’ website, the 
President established the first-ever Task 
Force on Childhood Obesity to implement  
and further develop an inter-agency plant 
that outlines an action plan to the end the 
problem of childhood obesity within a gen-
eration.  

“I don’t think she has made any effects 
on his politics,” Sisca said. 

Merda- Wallace agreed.
“I think that the campaign doesn’t affect 

him. People see them as separate people 
and that this is her movement,” she said. 

Although there is an extremely long 
road ahead in changing the lifestyles and 
habits of a whole generation, the First Lady 
truly showed her passion for the cause dur-
ing her speech at the ‘Let’s Move!’ launch 
in February. 

“The physical and emotional health of an 
entire generation and the economic health 
and security of our nation is at stake,” she 
said.n 

Fighting the fat
Kirsty Malloy
Staff Writer

“This isn’t just a policy issue for me. 
This is a passion. This is a mission.”

-Michelle Obama
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Michelle Obama cracks down on cafeteria food
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n (Top Left): Seniors Morgan Neff and Clint Owens 
share a slow dance. (Photo courtesy of Morgan Neff) n (Top 
Right) Senior Jon Nutt, Junior Rachel Eastman pose 
for a picture together. (Photo courtesy of Rachel East-
man) n (Middle Left from top row) Seniors Michael 
Ducey, Kara Campbell, Branden Race along with Ju-
nior Natalie Sarbaugh make their way to homecom-
ing in a convertible. Seniors Ben Taylor Senior and 
Nicole Cornell drive alongside in an SUV. (Photo courtesy 

of Kara Campbell) n (Middle Right)  Freshmen Liz Deeds 
and Natalie Landy pose for a picture. (Photo courtesy of 

Natalie Landy) n (Bottom Left) 2011 Homecoming Court 
poses for a picture in the courtyard, Junior attendants 
Anthony Quinn and Mary LePage, Sophomore atten-
dants Rachel Engelsen and Tyler Murphy, Freshman 
attendant Griffin Allman, Senior Homecoming King, 
Eric LePage, Senior attendant Morgan Neff, Home-
coming Queen, Lydia Troy and Senior attendant Clint 
Owens Not pictured, Freshman attendant,Gabby Mi-
nor. (Photo by Jesse Sanchez - Strauss) n The dance was held 
on October eigth in the Hoover High School gym.H
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Love

Trends

Hate

With fall just around the bend, warmer cozier clothes are here.  Fall thoughts and feelings shine through 
with earth-like leaf-toned colors and chunky knits that scream, “I need a pumpkin spice latte from 
Starbuck’s.”  Style becomes less cutesy from the summer months, more strong-minded and comfort-

able. With boots and corduroy pants being worn when carving pumpkins and sweaters and knit hats wrapped 
around you when staring at that Thanksgiving Day turkey, I guess you could say fall is my favorite time of the year 
for anything, especially style.  Despite my love for fall fashion, I must admit that some autumn styles make me 
want to scream “What were you thinking when you put that on your body?!” -Carly Preston

The thing I love about fall the most is the ability to layer sweat-
ers, cardigans and blazers.  My favorite sweaters for fall are the 
loosely knitted sweaters that show a little of the colored shirt your 
wearing underneath.  They make a great layering piece while still 
maintaining a very laid-back vibe.  These are a must-have for the 
fall season.

 Riding boots: I’m honestly in love in with these boots, they are 
just flat out gorgeous. They have a vintage feel, but still achieve a 
modern look, and if you’re wearing the right outfit they can make 
you look instantly classier without looking like you’re one of the 
jockeys at The Kentucky Derby.  I do advise that you don’t wear 
any higher then the knee, for fear of making your legs look ex-
tremely short and uncomfortable.  

Denim is not just for jeans anymore.  With more and more 
people wearing denim cardigans and shirts, a mismatched den-
im trend has started around school, and of course I just have to 
talk about it. I think wearing two or even three different shades 
of denim is a bold way to wear such a bland fabric.  Loose light 
denim blouses cinched at the waist with a belt, on top of pair a 
dark washed of denim capris is a subtle outfit that makes a huge 
statement. This is something I hope sticks around for a while.  It 
looks cool no matter what.

I will try to maintain a mellow state of mind when talking about 
these want-to-be boots, but I don’t understand how wearing a 
Build-A-Bear on your feet looks even slightly attractive.  Yes, I’m 
talking about the one and only Ugg boots.  The “shoes” that get 
busted out every fall and winter season usually by the girls wear-
ing sparkling silver eye shadow and pin straight hair.  Now while 
I do understand people wearing Uggs when playing in the snow, 
even though that’s a ridiculous amount of money for snow boots, 
please, ladies, keep them in the snow.

Ed Hardy, America’s solute to skin tight clothes, rhinestone 
roses, and tigers as a fabric print, but unless you live on The Jersey 
Shore and have a fake orange tan, please just get a real tattoo, 
don’t run around wearing fake ones all over your body.  

Although I understand comfort, and love it just as much as the 
next person, I will say I don’t dress for comfort everyday.  I see 
people who wear a hoodie and sweats to school on a daily basis, 
and I want to ask if they ever get bored with looking the same.  I 
take wearing that as sheer laziness and an inability to feel that 
you’re confident.  So why not try something new and throw on 
that pretty, but different, dress you found at the local mall that 
keeps sitting in the back of your closet and put a smile on with 
it?
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Bruno Araujo
Imagine going miles away to live with a family you’ve never 

met for a school year. This is what the Brazilian native, Bruno 
Araujo, is experiencing right now. Originally from Pindamon-

hangaba, Brazil, Araujo is currently a foreign exchange student at 
North Canton Hoover High School.

Although being an exchange student can come with many ex-
citing experiences, it can also be accompanied by many cultural 
and lifestyle changes. One change for Araujo was the school day.

“I stay three more hours than I stayed at my old school,” Araujo 
said.

Although three extra hours may not seem long to many of us, 
for a student who is accustomed to a four hour school day, it’s an 
extraordinary change to adjust to. 

Araujo said one difference that he has encountered, is the way 
in which we greet each other.

“[In Brazil,] we hug and kiss,” said Araujo
Although this may be a foreign concept to many of us, this af-

fectionate welcome is perfectly natural in Brazil.
America has one of the highest obesity rates, and Araujo is 

definitely noticing. Before he even embarked on his journey to the 
United States, his friends and family had a few jokes to crack.

“They told me I was going to get fat,” he said. “There’s more 
junk food here, but it’s good.”

However, it was not the junk food that made Araujo want to 
come to the states. Instead, it was his father who inspired him to 
come to visit America.

“My father did the same thing,” Araujo said, “He was an ex-
change student in Ohio.” 

Though our summer temperatures are closer to what Araujo 
experiences back home, the cold, winter weather will be a major 
shock for this Brazilian.

“I wouldn’t like how cold it gets every year,” Araujo said. “Be-
sides the cold, it’s great.”

Though Araujo has been here two months, it’ll take a while to 
get used to the changes.

 Unlike many people of North Canton, Araujo recognizes the 
small town beauty it beholds.

“I’m still adapting to it, but the town is beautiful,” Araujo said. 
“People have been great to me.” n
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Unlike a foreign exchange student’s experience, Precious 
and Prosper Rumano moved to the states six years ago 
from southern Zimbabwe. Though the Rumanos have had 

six years to adjust, they are new to Hoover High School.
With all these adjustments, Precious Rumano said the most dif-

ficult changes were friendships.
“You get to meet new people and have to leave your [old] 

friends,” she said.
However, Prosper Rumano said the transition from the small 

town of Oxford, Ohio to North Canton was easier for him with the 
help of his participation in soccer.

“I adjusted great to Hoover because I played with the team the 
day I moved here,” he said. “Winning a couple of awards before 
the season [also] made it easier.”

Not only was soccer a way for Prosper Rumano to adjust more 
smoothly to Hoover, but it gave him something to look forward 
to.

 “[I was looking forward to] another good soccer season like I 
had last year, but my injury made it impossible. 

Fortunately, Prosper’s injury did not stop him from playing soc-
cer this year altogether. 

Soccer is also an important way for Precious to be involved and 
active in the athletics programs at Hoover High School.

“I heard [Hoover] had a really good girl’s soccer team, so I was 
excited to play,” she said.

 Although it was hard for both Precious and Prosper Rumano 
to leave friends and the life they had known back home in Zimba-
bwe, their friends maintained a positive outlook on their move to 
the states.

“They thought it was a great opportunity for me,” Prosper said. 
“It’s also better in terms of environment.” 

In addition, the language barrier was a major setback for Pros-
per to get used to in America.

“It made it take longer for me to like it here,” he said.
However, the difference in languages really didn’t have a big 

impact on Precious to get comfortable here.
“They taught [English] there so it wasn’t that big of a deal,” 

she said.
Moving to the states from Zimbabwe was a major change in ev-

ery aspect, but for Prosper Rumano, it was a change well worth it.
“I would rather live in the USA,” he said. n

Precious & Prosper
Rumano

Story by Ali McNeese
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Drew
Bercaw

“He is strong willed 
when he has a goal.” 

- Matt Johnsen 

Story by: Kelsea Daniluk n Photo by: Rebecca Junod

A majority of high school students 
willingly neglect their bicycle 
once they receive their driver’s 

license and a brand new car that can get 
them places faster. However, junior Drew 
Bercaw, despite being legally permitted to 
drive, embraces the importance of his bike 
and the impact it has made on his life. 

Bercaw has been biking competitively 
for nearly five years. It is not a common 
sport among high school students, 
and many do not know what it 
is. Drew describes the sport as “a 
Lance Armstrong-type thing.” It 
has become a prominent element in 
Bercaw’s life ever since his father 
helped him spark an interest in the 
sport.

“My dad was a professional biker 
when we lived in Chicago, so that’s 
why I started,” he said.

Not only is his father his inspiration, 
Bercaw’s father has also become his main 
source of instruction.

“My dad is pretty much my coach,” he 
said. “He goes to every race with me.”

Besides bringing him closer to his dad, 
Drew’s sport has several other positives, 
including potential awards. 

“I can get a sponsorship and win prize 
money,” he said. 

Unfortunately, there are a few downsides 
to the sport, though Bercaw said they are 
worth it.

“I’m gone every weekend,” Bercaw 
said. “There’s not much time to just hang 
out.”

Bercaw does not have time to do anything 

between school, biking, swimming and a 
job. 

“It’s hard to balance everything,” he 
said. 

However, swim coach Mr. Matt Johnsen 
disagrees and believes that Bercaw is 
handling his packed schedule well.

“He has adjusted to his new routine,” he 
said. 

A large part of the reason Bercaw has the 

ability to participate in so many activities, 
according to Johnsen, is his perseverence 
and determination.

“He is strong willed when he has a 
goal,” Johnsen said.

Bercaw’s teammate and friend, junior 
Matt Groves, is impressed by Bercaw’s 
participation.

“He takes on so much at one time,” he 
said. “I don’t know how he does it but he 
makes it work.”

However he does it, Bercaw is successful 
in all his activites. Johnsen believes Bercaw 
has a strong future. 

“Drew has size and strength,” Johnsen 
said. “When he learns to train he will 
transform from a good swimmer to a great 
swimmer. Drew can be a state swimmer if 

he sets his mind to it. I believe that he can 
swim in college if his heart desires it.”

Groves agreed that Bercaw will be able 
to do anything he wants in the future.

“He will do everything he can to 
reach his goal,” he said. “He has a lot of 
determination.”

Bercaw contributes more than just an 
immense amount of determination to the 
swim team.

“He is a great addition to the swim 
team,” Groves said. “He gets along 
well with everyone and tries his 
hardest at practice.”

Though swimming is a big part of 
his life, Bercaw has other goals.

“I want to try to get to world’s on 
the track,” he said. “I also want to win 
a national championship in biking and 
bike overseas.”

Though he has never been overseas, 
Bercaw has done a fair amount of traveling 
for his sport.

“I’ve been to more than half of the 
United States,” he said.

Besides swimming and biking, one other 
strange sport has been a part of Bercaw’s 
life, which is something not many people 
know.

“I used to live in Wisconsin and I was 
ranked third in the world for log rolling at 
the age of six,” Bercaw said. 

Bercaw’s impressive athleticism has 
many  sources, including his toughness, 
said Johnsen.

“He is physically tough and he is 
becoming mentally tough as well,” Johnsen 
said. n
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It is as if nothing can escape the 
skimpy, barely-there look that 
seems to be the new style of 

teenage girls in the early 21st century, 

and Halloween is no exception. 
 Remember when you were a kid 

and all you looked forward to was 
that one afternoon at the end of 
October? When the most important 
decision you had to make was what 
you were going to be for Halloween, 
whether it was your favorite super 
hero, a cartoon character that you 
absolutely adored or the scariest 
ghost or monster that you could think 

of, anything you could imagine, you 
could be. But it seems as if lately teenage girls have been taking 
advantage of this children’s holiday 
of imagination to dress in outfits that 

leave nothing to the imagination.
During late October, there is 

nowhere  you can go without seeing 
a 16-year-old girl wearing a skimpy 
version of a Harry Potter character or a 
school girl outfit. Is it impossible to have a nice family dinner out 
at a restaurant without one of these girls appearing there? This 
time of year, these girls seem as if they’re haunting you.

However, the teenagers are not totally to blame. At Halloween 
stores, there is a section of costumes that you would think would 
only fit a little five-year-old girl, but somehow a 16-year-old girl 
can manage to squeeze herself into these three-sizes-too-small 
costumes. It seems as if it’s the only option they get to choose 
from, though. Unless you’re a girl who wants to dress up as an 
ugly witch or make your own costume, I guess that’s all that’s left. 
There is virtually no where to find something appropriate to wear 
on Halloween. There’s a choice of a skimpy fairy, or you could 

Nonno Knows

Forever Memories
Call Sherri Saltis    330.327.4788

Custom-designed individual memory 
quilts and keepsake quilts will provide a 
cherished remembrance. Call to set up a 

personal consultation TODAY!

dress from head to toe in a fuzzy mess and be a gorilla. 
Apparently the purity of a child’s mind doesn’t come into 

consideration while these costumes are being manufactured. I’m 
sure that no parent wants their little children to see these girls 
walking around in these skimpy outfits, corrupting their young 
minds. Parents shouldn’t have to worry about their daughter 
seeing these outfits; using one of those girls as a role model and 
wanting to be just like them when they grow up. They shouldn’t 
have to worry about their little boys seeing far too much of a girls’ 
body and becoming mentally scarred. Just think, in ten years, 
when you have children of your own on Halloween, would you 
want your child’s innocence taken away by some careless skimpy 
girl because they don’t know how to dress decently?

Beside taking away the innocence of children, it also has to 
be rather distracting for young males. If a teenage boy sees a girl 
wearing these “sexy” costumes, there is no way they are going 
to be able to control their hormones. This could cause some 

implications, such as if the young man 
were driving and he saw one of these 
girls walking by. He could lose focus 
and gawk at this girl, thus causing a 
wreck and potential for harming those 

around him. 
Not only does it make guys’ 

hormones go haywire, it’s also degrading for a young lady to 
dress in such ways. If girls have any self respect, they would 
carry themselves properly and wouldn’t degrade themselves by 
wearing such skimpy, revealing costumes. How could they feel 
good about themselves dressed like that? If a girl wears such a 
little amount of clothes, she must have such a little amount of self 
esteem to match that. If she feels that showing everything her 
mother gave her is the only way she can feel attractive, then she 
needs a reality check. Dressing so promiscuously doesn’t make 
guys think anything other than, “you’re easy”. So get with it, show 
yourself some respect, and put some clothes on. 

Halloween has grown from being a day for little kids to dress 
up, have fun and get candy, to a day for teenage girls to wear 

nothing, distract boys and degrade 
themselves. Halloween costume stores 
need to have options for girls that 
actually cover some part of the girl’s 
body so they can have a better self 
esteem. Girls also need to be a bit more 
creative with their Halloween wear. 
Put a little imagination and creativity 
into your costume; it’ll make everyone 
happier and in the end you’ll feel better 
about yourself. By covering yourself up, 
it will make the younger generation be 
more respectful of themselves and they 
won’t grow up being quite so corrupted 
because of seeing skimpy outfits every 

year at Halloween. n

Sami Nonno
The trashy horror picture show

“If girls have any

self-respect
they would carry themsleves properly.”



The Viking Views.features

17

It is 1939 in Germany, and 
Hitler has risen to power 
in Europe. Concentration 

camps for the Jews are being 
formed and “Deutschland 
uber alles,” Germany over 
all, can be heard chanted all 
through Germany.

“The Book Thief” follows 
the life of 11 year old Liesel 
Meminger. Losing her brother 
to the arms of Death, and 
her mother in the same day, 
Liesel’s life has fallen apart. 

When her mother leaves the young girl with the Hubermann’s, 
Liesel’s new foster family, the young girl must learn how to cope 
living with people she had never met before. 

Although Rosa Hubermann, also known as Mama, appears to 
be vulgar and harsh, she is sensitive towards her foster daughter. 
Liesel soon falls under the loving wing of her foster father, Hans, 
referred to as Papa. As the relationship between the foster father 
and daughter grows stronger, Papa discovers a book that Liesel 
had stolen from her brother’s funeral. When he discovers the 
book, he has no anger. Papa learns that Liesel cannot read and 
soon teaches her how to read.

When not being taught to read, Liesel gets into mischief with 
her best friend, Rudy. From stealing food to stealing books, the 
two manage to always find something to entertain themselves 
during times of war. Life could not seem better for the young girl, 
until disaster hits.

When Papa and Rudy’s father are both sent off to the front 
lines of war, Liesel is distraught. She has never felt more alone 
in her life and not even Rudy can cheer her up. The only way she 
finds comfort is through her stolen books that Papa had taught 
her to read. 

It is a fantastic book that details love, friendship and adventure 
of young minds during a historical war. 

From shying away from romance, to stealing books from Hitler 
Youth meetings, to the daring prospect of hiding a Jew during 
World War II, Markus Zusak does an amazing job of capturing 
every single moment in the life of Liesel Meminger. He writes in 
such a way that you believe you are standing next to the main 
character the whole story. Feeling the emotions and the lifestyle 
during World War II. What makes the book even more original 
is the special appearance of the narrator, who is someone 
unexpected. “The Book Thief” is one of the best books I have ever 
read, and I truly recommend reading this. It will bring tears to 
your eyes and a complete understanding of all the small things in 
life, to your heart. Prepare yourself for a book that will absolutely 
blow your mind. n

The Book Thief
By: Markus Zusak

Books We Love College Search

n Established in 1831 and located in Cincinnati, Ohio, Xavier 
University is a private school and is the sixth oldest Catholic 
Institution in the United States.
n Primarily, Xavier is a school dedicated to undergraduate 
and liberal arts programs with a student to faculty ratio of 12-
1. However, they offer 80 majors and 45 minors to over 4200 
students. Additionally, there are opportunities to study abroad on 
six continents.
n Xavier admits 73 percent of its students, which is relatively easy. 
The average ACT score is between 23 and 28. All applications are 
due on February 1, 2012.
n In terms of finances, it will cost $28,570 a year for tuition. Room 
and board normally totals around $9,250. In contrast, Xavier is 
liberal with its scholarships, and normally hands out $15,551 in 
financial aid.
n The highlights: Xavier has a retention rate of 84 percent after 
the first year, indicating their students are happy. Everyone on 
campus can bring a car, and the school has great security. 
n The NCAA basketball team is Xavier’s crown jewel in terms 
of athletics. The boys’ team has made it to six straight NCAA 
Tournaments.
n The low lights: The surrounding of Xavier is dangerous due 
to the shady areas located around the campus. Students have 
commented on the limited nightlife, and finally, the housing 
process can be stressful along with the class registration due to 
the small size of the school. 
n  The info above was provided by Xavier University’s official 
website. Any additional info reflecting student info and opinion 
was taken from collegeprowler.com.
n  For any additional info on Xavier University, visit their official 
website at Xavier.edu.

Xavier University:

Written By Madeline Tauscher

Compiled by Clint Yoos
Photo Courtesy of Xavier University
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Tragedy 
Unites
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The most wicked facts of life can often be the hardest to swallow. There is no 
difficulty in merely acknowledging tragedies, but regaining our grip upon reality and 
moving forward is often thwarted by life’s sudden turns. “Suffering exists” is not a 
contentious assertion; nearly everyone would agree. However, it is not enough to just 
admit it. A statement so bold is not meant to be the answer, but the question: How do 
we deal with suffering?

We all undergo trial; some argue life itself is such a thing. While the suffering we 
experience may be tortuous at times, it is not our initial reaction that determines our 
strength. One cannot be blamed for collapsing in tears as the Twin Towers collapsed 
into debris. One should also not feel guilty for vengeful thoughts afterward — the 
motivation for revenge may be justified.

Yet, it is also not the result of revenge that measures our success in the handling of a 
tragedy. Personal tragedies are private, and through time, people overcome them. For 
many people, the grief of a tragedy has passed when they can live life normally again, 
or at least come close. The method of one person dealing with a problem, however, is 
much different than one nation dealing with a crisis.

Personal problems have a narrow scope that depends on the situation, but national 
crises are multifaceted and affect every citizen in some way. When the United States 
of America was attacked by Japan at Pearl Harbor, citizens were angered and horrified. 
The attacks of Sept. 11 equally rocked the country, causing some of the citizens to 
doubt the security of their nation.

Other atrocities, such as the Oklahoma City Bombing and the shootings at Kent 
State University, happen at random and catch us off guard. Throughout history, our 
national tragedies have considerably shaped us, and dramatically changed our country 
— for the better.
           – Xavier Carr

“While the suffering we 
experience may be tortuous 

at times, it is not our initial 
reaction that determines 

our strength.”
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209/11 Terrorist Acts
Jenna Romell
Staff Writer into the western side of the Pentagon.

At 10:03 a.m. EST, United Airlines 
Flight 93 was crashed by its hijackers and 
passengers, due to fighting in the cockpit, 
in Somerset County, Pennsylvania
While each of these planes plummeted 

to their devastating crashes, millions 
of Americans sat at home in front of 
their televisions, hopelessly watching 
the havoc being wreaked on their 
nation. Many people didn’t completely 
understand what was happening. Was 
this just a freak accident, or something 
more severe such as terrorism?
“To be honest, I felt almost instantly 

that it was terrorism,” Tayeh said, 

“Planes don’t just accidentally fly into 
skyscrapers.”
Sterzbach agreed.
“Fanatics pointlessly took the lives 

of thousands of innocent people and 
themselves in the name of their religion,” 
she said. “[If] they were trying to make 
to make us suffer, mission accomplished.  
[If] they were trying to make a point, 
mission failed.”
 Senior Ashley Hegidus was only in 

second grade when the towers were 
attacked. 
“Since I was young, I didn’t really 

know what was going on,” Hegidus said, 
“I remember thinking that something 
bad had to have happened since all the 
teachers were worried and scared, but I 
wasn’t really sure what that was.”
Though it was extremely challenging 

for a second grader to understand what 
was happening, it was just as difficult 
for adults to wrap their minds around 
the events that had occurred within just 
a few hours on what would have been an 
otherwise uneventful morning.
“I think that many Americans still don’t 

understand what happened on 9/11.” 
Tayeh said.

The first thing that comes to 
mind when the subject of 9/11 
comes up is usually, “Where 

were you when it happened?   Do you 
remember?” 
Maybe you were watching the TV in a 

classroom, sitting in school, or behind a 
desk, helpless as you and your students 
watched the terror happening in the state 
so few hours away from your home.
Missy Stertzbach, coach of speech and 

debate, remembers exactly were she was 
when it happened; Sterzbach said it is 
something she may never forget. 
“I was in my office at the 

corner of 62nd St. and 2nd 
Ave. in New York City.” She 
said, “Our office was located 
approximately 80 blocks 
from the World Trade Center 
and about 40 blocks from the 
United Nations.”
However, just because 

people knew it happened, 
didn’t mean they knew what 
had happened. 
“Initially we, like everyone 

else, thought that it was a 
horrible accident of some kind,” said 
Stetrzbach, “It was impossible for us 
to know if our whole city was under 
attack.”
While Stertzbach was in New York, 

waiting as the action unfolded around 
her, Raeed Tayeh, a writer and a part 
of the Muslim American Society, had 
to sit and watch from his living room, 
helpless.
“I heard about the first plane over the 

radio at 9 a.m.,” Tayeh said, “I went to 
the TV and watched as the 2nd plane hit 
the World Trade Center.  I stayed glued 
to the TV for the better part of the next 
14 hours.”
Millions of others sat at home, just as 

helpless as Tayeh, while four hijacked 
planes crashed at different locations 
around the US. 
At 8:46 a.m. EST, flight 11 crashed at 

roughly 466 mph into the North Tower 
of the World Trade Center between floors 
93 and 99. 
At 9:03 a.m. EST, flight 175 crashed at 

about 590 mph into the South Tower of 
the World Trade Center, between floors 
77 and 85.
At 9:37 a.m. EST, Flight 77 crashed 

Sterzbach agreed.
“…Once we got word that the second 

plane had hit, I experienced a great 
deal of emotions,” she said, “We were 
shocked and horrified, but we were also 
very scared.”
News stations all over New York were 

arriving at the scene of the crash, trying 
to cover the story unfolding around them, 
although no one yet truly understood the 
magnitude of what had happened. Once 
people discovered that the planes had 
been hijacked by terrorists, there was 
even more shock, confusion and anger.
“I can’t imagine wanting to hurt 

that many people,” said Hegidus, “I 
think they wanted to send a 
message to America to show 
what they could do and to 
make us scared.”
Tayeh agreed. He said 

that  he immediately knew 
terrorism was behind the 
attacks. 
“I knew that if other 

Muslims were to blame for 
this horrendous act, it would 
have serious consequences 
and lead to an anti-Muslim 

backlash,” He said.
Hegidus also said that she hoped the 

attacks would not lead to anti-Muslim 
groups attacking Muslim people and 
churches. 
“…Because of 9/11, many Americans 

stereotype and judge people from other 
countries and religions,” she said.
Although this may not have been the 

outcome those terrorists were hoping for 
when they hijacked the planes that day, 
the only things that came out of 9/11 
were fear, misplaced anger, a national 
sense of sorrow and a strong sense of 
national pride, brought together by the 
events at hand.
Tayeh said just because someone is 

a Muslim does not mean they are a 
terrorist, although this is the perception 
that many Americans now have. 
Regardless of the national view of 

those who caused the horrible tragedy 
on September 11th, 2001, one thing is 
for sure; what did not kill us made us 
stronger.
“There was a very powerful thing that 

happened in the months that followed,” 
Stertzbach said, “Americans came 
together and proved that together, we 
would survive.” n

“I can’t imagine 
wanting to 

hurt that many 
people.” 

- Ashely Hegidus
{ }
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School Shootings

Hearing or reading about murder 
can send chills down the spine, 
but some are unforgettable 

because of the circumstances. When the 
murder occurs in a place typically thought 
of as safe, the criminal is an authority 
figure or someone we have no reason not 
to trust, or when we can easily identify 
with the victims, the crime affects us in 
lasting ways. 
The Kent State, Columbine and Virginia 

Tech shootings have had a large effect 
on America, especially on students. In 
seconds, peers or authority 
figures turned into violent 
murderers. 
On May 4, 1970, Kent 

State University became the 
site of a viscious massacre 
when members of the 
Ohio National Guard shot 
unarmed college students 
who were protesting the U.S. 
invasion of Cambodia. They 
even shot students who were 
walking by or observing the 
protests. 
According to Dean Kahler, student at 

Kent State at the time of the shooting, 
the Vietnam War protests that had been 
going on for four days were not violent, 
and not worthy of the guards’ brutal 
reactions.  
 “We were just standing around, talking 

about issues,” Kahler said. “We were 
wondering what the hell Nixon’s plan 
had to do with bringing the troops home. 
We were being civil. There were people 
throwing rocks at the guards, but we 
were too far away and the stones were 
too small to cause any damage. I was 
screaming ‘Just leave us alone!’”
For the first three days of the protests, 

the National Guard had used tear gas and 
bayonets to control the crowd. But, on 
the fourth day, after failing to disperse 
the crowd with tear gas and a bayonet 
advance, the guardsmen opened fire on 
the students.
“The only violence at the protests was 

committed by the National Guard,”Kahler 
said. 
When the smoke from the 13 seconds of 

gunfire settled, four students lay dead on 
the ground and nine were injured. Of the 
injured, only Kahler, who took a bullet 

to his back, is permanently handicapped. 
Instead of receiving sympathy and 
regret from the government and most 
Americans, Kahler said that he and the 
other eight students faced bitter and 
cynical reactions.
“Many Americans thought that we 

should have been shot more,” he said. 
“The National Guard was proud that 
they shot at us. We saw and heard 
hate propaganda and speeches from 
administration at the state and federal 
level. They said we were being crazy, 
wild-eyed bums and snobs.” 
After the shooting, eight members 

of the guard were put on trial, but the 

charges were dismissed.
“They had a lot of power in their 

hands, and they got away with 
everything,”Kahler said. 
Kahler said that he and many others 

continued their protests.
“This increased anti-war protest and 

scared the hell out of Nixon,” he said. 
“We kept protesting and they really 
started to notice us when the veterans 
came home and protested with us. Our 
efforts kept the incident alive.”
The lasting effects of the shooting are 

still prevalent today.
“ [Government officials] now use rubber 

bullets and bean bags, a result of our 
continued pleas to use civil force and not 
lethal,” Kahler said. “People now realize 
that government is not omnipotent; we 
don’t have to follow blindly.”
Psychology teacher Mr.. Dave Reese 

said this shooting had a huge impact on 
America.
“This is the day the war came home,” 

he said. “There were now kids being 
killed over the war.”
In the case of the Columbine and 

Virginia-Tech shootings it wasn’t 
trusted government officials, but fellow 
classmates who committed unthinkable 

and malicious acts. 
At Columbine High School on April 

20, 1999, seniors Eric Harris and Dylan 
Klebold embarked on a killing spree at 
their school in Columbine, Colorado. 
Thirteen were killed; twenty-four 
injured. The rampage ended when the 
pair committed suicide. 
Seung-Hui-Cho, a student at Virginia-

Tech University, went on a shooting 
spree killing 32 and injuring 25 on April 
16, 2007. He committed suicide after 
as well. This was the deadliest shooting 
incident by a one person in U.S. history. 
Reese said that the reaction to these 

shootings was very different from the 
reactions to the events at 
Kent State University.
“There was more shock and 

commiseration,” he said. “It 
wasn’t mean- spirited. People 
saw this as a tragedy.”
Senior Zoe Shetler was 

appalled by these actions. 
“[The shooters] had to 

be very insecure,” she 
said. “Their actions were 
horrible. There was definitely 
something wrong with 

them.”
Shetler said that she remembers the 

shooting at Virginia Tech. 
“My brother’s friend went to Virginia-

Tech, so my brother was freaking out,” 
she said.
Shetler said that these shootings had a 

huge impact on students, even in high 
schools, recalling the shooting threat in 
December of 2009 at Hoover. 
“Everyone was so scared and a lot of 

people did not come to school,” she said. 
“I came, even though I was scared, but 
there were police officers everywhere so 
I felt safe.”
According to National Center for 

Children Exposed to Violence, after 
these shootings, especially the more 
recent Virginia Tech incident, schools 
have put much more focus on preventing 
school violence.
Shetler said that this is evident.
“The shootings made people more 

cautious and skeptical of students,” she 
said. 
Reese agreed. 
 “You no longer felt safe with other 

students,” he said. “At Kent, not one 
student was armed, not even with a knife. 
Now, you have to worry about that.” n
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“They had a lot 
of power in their 
hands, and they 
got away with 
everything,” 
-Dean Kahler

{ }

Mara Nickel
Staff Writer



Jenn Shaw
Staff Writer

The morning of April 19, 1995 
began as any other. Around 8:30 
that morning, the entire day took 

a turn for the worse. 
It soon became a sad day filled with 

tragedy — tragedy that the nation would 
not see until the morning of Sept. 11, 
2001.

 Timothy McVeigh, in an act of  
terrorism against what he thought a 
tyrannical federal government, detonated 
a truck bomb in front of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building. The explosion  
took the life of 168 innocent 
Americans, according to an 
April 19, 1995, New York 
Times article. The nine-
story building’s remains 
were imploded a month 
later; the Oklahoma City 
National Memorial now 
stands there today.

American Sign Language 
teacher Mrs. Vicki Mooney 
was living and working in Oklahoma 
City the day of the bombing. She said 
she was in a hospital interpreting for a 
deaf woman two miles from the Murah 
Federal Building.

“I was interpreting for a deaf person,” 
Mooney said. “It felt like a truck hit the 
building.”

Mooney said the first sign that 
something went wrong in the city was 
when she was at the hospital and the 
phone lines began to go down and the 
clinic began to worry.

Upon leaving the hospital, Mooney  
said she saw the city and the damage that 
had occurred.

“When I left, I saw the city was pitch 
black smoke,” she said. “At that point, I 
wasn’t even sure what happened.” 

The view of the Alfred P. Murrah 
building following the explosion was 
shocking to Mooney.

“To me, the memory of seeing 
the bomb blow up the building was 
traumatic,” she said. 

In 1995, the United States had very 
little experience with terrorist threats. 

Safir said he was unaware of the 
bombings at first.

“I didn’t know about it until I moved 
there,” he said. “I’ve been [to the 
memorial] two or three times on a class 
trip. My best friend had a family member 
that died.”

Safir said there were many unique 
aspects about the memorial — one of 
them being the items placed on the fence 
outside it.

“One of the coolest things is on the 
outside, there’s a chain fence where people 

put [items],” he said. “I 
put a ‘LIVESTRONG’ 
bracelet; someone [else] 
put a purple heart.”

Another interesting 
feature of the memorial 
is a voice recording that 
plays.

“They have a voice 
recording of a meeting 
that was going on during 
the day in the building 
that was bombed,” Safir 
said.

The memorial serves as a wonderful 
place to go and remember those who had 
their lives taken from them. One of the 
most memorable deaths of that day was 
Baylee Almon — who celebrated her 
first birthday the day before the bombing 
took her life.

Mooney said she distinctly 
remembered seeing the photo of the 
fireman carrying her out of the rubble.

“The little girl that died became a 
famous photo,” she said. “I remember 
thinking that was just terrible. She would 
be in high school now; it’s so sad.”

Baylee was not the only child lost that 
day. Mooney recalled there was also a 
children’s daycare that was bombed.

“There was a daycare on the bottom 
floor,” she said. “A lot of little kids 
died.”

The famous photo of the fireman 
carrying little Baylee out of the rubble 
was just the beginning of the unity that 
began to show during this tragedy in 
American history.

“Oklahoma City became very united,” 
Mooney said. n
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Mooney was one person who never 
expected it to be a terrorist act.

“I had no experience with terrorists,” 
she said. “I thought maybe a gas line 
blew up the city.”

According to The New York Times 
article, President Clinton held a press 
conference that day addressing the 
terrorist act.

“These people are killers, and must be 
treated as killers,” Clinton said.

Experts wondered if the attack that 
day was in any way connected with the 

1993 terrorist bombing of the World 
Trade Center. Others also wondered if it 
was connected to the second anniversary 
of Federal Agents assault of Branch 
Davidian compound in Texas, according 
to the article.

Then United States Attorney General 
Janet Reno said in the same article the 
death penalty would likely be used.

“The death penalty is available,” she 
said, “and we will seek it.”

Senior Salman Safir also lived in 
Oklahoma City for six years. He said he 
had a personal connection to the bombing 
through one of his friends.

“There was a kid who went to my 
junior high that was supposed to be in 
the daycare building but was late,” Safir 
said.

Along with living in Oklahoma 
City, Mooney said she also had another 
personal connection with the tragedy. 
She had a close friend that was supposed 
to be in that building.

“My best friend was supposed to be 
there with her daughter,” she said. “She 
was saved by her daughter getting sick.”

indepth.The Viking Views

“when i left, i 
saw the city 

was pitch black 
smoke.” - Mrs. 
Vicki Mooney

{ }

Oklahoma City
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Yesterday, December 7, 1941—a 
date which will live in infamy...” 
President Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt once said.
Although these words were spoken 

more than half a century ago, Pearl 
Harbor still lives on as one of America’s 
most devastating but influential days. 
According to the official United States 
Navy’s website, American deaths totaled 
2,403 while American injuries amounted 
to 1,178. Twenty-one 
ships in the US Pacific 
fleet were sunk; as a 
result, America almost 
immediately entered the 
fray of World War II.

Local World War II 
veteran Harold Shaw, 
a former Marine flight 
mechanic, recounted the 
fateful day with the help 
of his son, Andy Shaw. 

“I was at a friend’s 
house, and they had a 
concrete ping pong table,” Harold Shaw 
said. “While we were playing, Tom 
DeMuesy’s father came out and told 
us the Japanese had just bombed Pearl 
Harbor. He told us we’d be in [the war] 
before this whole thing was over, and 
sure enough, we all were.”

Following the attack, the U.S. military 
called up a draft.

“I chose to volunteer for the Marine 
Corps because I thought I would be better 
satisfied,” Harold Shaw said. “I thought 
I’d be in a smaller, tight-knit group.”

Nevertheless, Hoover High School’s 
halls are filled with the memories of our 
veterans’ valiant actions. Senior Clinton 
Owens had two grandfathers who 
participated in World War II.

“My grandparents passed away 
before I was born, but my parents have 
told me stories about them,” Owens said. 
“My father told me his dad was involved 
in the D-Day storming in Normandy. He 
fell in the water, and his comrade helped 
him get to the beach amidst gunfire and 
artillery bombing. It’s always interesting 
to think that if my grandfather had died, 

I wouldn’t be here today.”
Additionally, physics teacher Mr. 

Jake Saylor served in Army National 
Guard for nine years. During his time, 
he achieved the rank of sergeant. He had 
two relatives serve during the World War 
II era. His grandfather drove tanks for the 
military, and his uncle was a paratrooper 
who gave his life for the United States. 

“I wanted to join the military after 
9/11,” Saylor said. “After the attack, 
I wanted to do something for my 
country. [The nation] felt shock, panic 

and distress; there was an out-poor of 
emotions. Everyone felt the need to give 
something. That’s where I felt I could 
give my service.”

Government teacher Mr. Glenn 
Cummings also has ties to the nation’s 
Second World War. His grandfather 
landed in Normandy a month after the 
D-Day invasion and fought in the Battle 
of the Bulge. 

“We are a nation that is truly 
diversified,” Cummings said. “The only 
thing that truly unifies us is the fact 
that we’re all Americans. When we’re 
attacked, all of our differences go out the 
window.”

All agreed the nation was in a state 
of shock after Pearl Harbor. According 
to Owens, although the country was 
prepared to send troops to war, the 
United States was caught off guard 
because they never expected the fight to 
come to them. 

“[Pearl Harbor] woke us up and 
told us that we weren’t secluded over 
[in America],” Harold Shaw said. “It 
was hard to believe that anyone would 

challenge us.”
Cummings agreed.
“The attack on Pearl Harbor had 

the effect of mobilizing the American 
citizenry,” he said. “[It] brought the 
nation together. Nobody’s on the fence 
anymore – we were ready to fight.”

Cummings added the war helped 
the country emerge from the Great 
Depression.

“The nation became a war-time 
economy, and everyone could find a 
job,” he said.  “[It] gave a huge boost to 

our nation’s industry.”
Harold Shaw agreed.
“We had just come out 

of a depression, and people 
were just getting back to 
work,” Harold Shaw said. 
“Up until the war, you 
were lucky to be working 
two days a week. I think 
our industry was mobilized 
by the war. After the war, 
everything was kicked up 
a notch.”

According to Saylor, 
many parallels are drawn between the 
attack on Pearl Harbor and the terrorist 
attacks on 9/11. Although, he said he 
believed key differences existed, adding 
there is a difference between attacking 
a military outlet and innocent civilian 
lives. However, no one denies the impact 
of these respective days.

“Both attacks made people aware of 
what’s going on around our country,” 
Saylor said. “It opened our eyes. Before 
the attack, people took their freedoms 
for granted. Afterward, people had to 
rethink what could potentially happen to 
them.”

Finally, Shaw, Owens and Cummings 
all agree on the power and impact of those 
respective crises. However, according to 
Cummings, the country may never see 
anything like Pearl Harbor and World 
War II again.

“Following Pearl Harbor, we 
mobilized the nation for a conventional 
war, but after 9/11, we had to fight the 
wear on terrorism,” Cummings said. 
“There’s a vast difference the two. It’s 
much more complicated now.” n 

“nobody’s on the 
fence anymore 

– we were ready 
to fight” - Mr. 

Glenn Cummings
{ }
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Our Mission
“We strive to provide our honest opinions while representing 
all sides, and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions”

Michelle Obama’s war on junk food 
“Nothing is easy to the unwilling;” Thomas Fuller never spoke 

more honest words.  As much as The Viking Views favors reducing 
childhood obesity, unless a children are in favor of trying to 
lose weight themselves, Michelle Obama and the “Let’s Move 
Organization” should not waste their breath trying so hard.  She 
can feed a child as many fruits and vegetable during school hours 
as she wants, but that same child will go home and stuff his/her 
face with mounds of potato chips and pop while watching reruns 
of “That 70’s Show” on the couch.  Basically, kids will not change 
their eating habits over one meal.

Although we must admit that childhood obesity is a huge 
problem in The United States — and growing at a rapid rate —   
changing an entire nation’s view on a daily choice takes more than 
making a slight menu change at the school cafeteria or changing 
Cookie Monster’s name to the Veggie Monster.  That suddenly 
makes The Viking Views regret all the years watching “Sesame 
Street” when home sick or just eating our mashed peas when we 
return from a long day at preschool and kindergarten.

Despite all the changes from the “Let’s Move!” organization, 
healthy living is something that must occur in The United States 
here soon or we’ll find ourselves in a huge rut.  The sooner 
Michelle Obama comes up with an easier way for this to happen, 
the better.  Michelle Obama, The Viking Views wishes you the 
best of luck in your fight against childhood obesity — although we 
believe it in vain.

Video games in moderation
Countless different kinds of video games have come out 

throughout the years; everything from Minecraft to Halo; World 
of Warcraft to Ninja Assassin. Within the last few weeks, new 
games have been released; rendering our normally happy and 
somewhat normal peers absolutely useless.

From the flashes of bombs to the explosion of grenades, every-
thing about these video games hypnotizes these classmates into a 
perpetual state of zombiness. 

While this might be a great distraction from homework and ev-
eryday stresses, it can also put one’s parents on edge. Just imag-
ine how happy the parents of a teenager would be to come home 
and find them playing video games for the third day straight; miss-
ing school and acquiring a uniform life of F’s in Pinnacle in the 
process. 

We at The Viking Views realize that while video games may 
be exciting and extremely entertaining, they also turn the brain 
of a normal, functioning teenager into a pile of mush. They‘ll sit 
on the couch, staring at the same place on their television screen 
for  countless hours, ignoring  normal meal times, homework and 
friends. Enjoy your video games, but don’t forget your life.

Accident waiting to happen
When five Hoover High School students are involved in a car 

accident relating to intoxication, it is sure to make headlines. We 
at The Viking Views believe that students need to think twice 
before they act, especially behind the wheel.

Students like to believe that they are invincible. When they get 
their licenses, they believe they are also getting their freedom. 

The fact is that it could actually be their death. 
According to the group Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), 

the leading cause of death among teenagers are car accidents. 
One in three of those accidents are alcohol related.

We all know that many times, we act on a whim. When you 
are in social settings it may not be ‘cool’ to call your parents for a 
ride home because you have been drinking, and The Viking Views 
understands this. There needs to be some sort of epiphany, where 
the students of Hoover High School realize that sometimes, having 
your life is better than having a ‘cool’ reputation.

The Viking Views hopes that the students will begin to question 
their bad choices and to learn from their mistakes. 

We encourage students to think before they act and cherish 
the life they have, because it can be taken in one moment. 
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“At the time I was confused, but when I understood what hap-
pened it was then that I realized I wanted to join the military. Also 
it affected me because my aunt and cousin had to leave for the 
war after it. Also, it is still affecting me because I might be sent to 
war after I get out of basic training.”
- KC McQuiston, 12

“I don’t remember 9/11, but it 
has impacted my life. Since 9/11 
the security of our country has 
increased. I can feel safe that 
another attack like this will not 
happen again.”

- Ryan Springer, 9

“I was only in first grade and I hardly remember anything. As the 
years go on, I watch more and more news and videos of 9/11 and 
I understand it more. Each year it gets more emotional to think 
that this event happened to our country.”
- Kelly Dillow, 10

“My mom knew of someone who died on the plane that was 
headed to the White House. The plane crashed in Pennsylvania, 
and apparently the man she knew helped to crash the plane. She 
didn’t know him personally, but we were affected.”
- Emily Finley, 10

“I feel that if something like it were 
to happen in the near future, I 
would try everything to help with 
the relief efforts. I feel a great sense 
of patriotism since it happened, 
and I want to do my part.”
- Mitchell Lute, 11

“I personally haven’t been impacted by 9/11. I don’t know anyone 
who was killed in the attacks, but I am impacted by the huge void 
it left in the country, the sadness that overwhelmed everyone. It 
also impacted me by making me realize how wonderful our coun-
try is when we all unite together.”
- Mack Sommers, 12

How Has 9/11 
impacted your life?

“Me and somebody else 
will carry a door with a 
sign that says “please 
knock” so when we go to 
their door, they have to 
knock on our door, and 
when they do, we open 
it and give them candy.”
-Greg Ervin II, 11

S o m e b o d y 
dressed up 
like a Rubik’s 
Cube; it was 
really cool.
- Kelly Shaw, 9

“I went to Kent State with my 
sister for Halloween and some 
guy was dressed 
up in the Lady 
Gaga bubble out-
fit. It was disgust-
ing yet hilarious.”
- Michael Tozzi, 
10

“I once saw some-
body dressed up as 
a security guard; I 
thought it was Mr. 
Cooksey until I got 
closer and realized 
it was just a kid.”

                 -Will Haueter, 10

Halloween costume?
What is your favorite 

Views
Student

“There was this alien 
costume and it was in 
a jail suit with broken 
handcuffs and it had a 
green card.”
- Jeff Tromperter, 11
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Here we go again, yet another tele-
vision program intended to destroy 
the minds of the young. And it is 

working. The cast of MTV’s hit reality show, 
“Jersey Shore,” went to Italy for its fourth 
season. How disturbing.

In America, we attend school for twelve 
years trying to acquire an education. We 
are told about the importance of an educa-
tion and where it will take us. We could be 
the next Bill Gates or Barbara Walters. But 
instead, we will just, “Get crazy. Get wild…” 

Oh wait, that’s right, or is it so that we (as Americans) can become 
the next Snooki!? She is, honestly, the only person in the “Jersey 
Shore” house with any bit of sense; and that should say a little 
too much.

Our generation is going to fall flat 
because we allow ourselves to desire 
the ‘Guido’ or ‘Meatball’ lifestyles. In 
watching a show like “Jersey Shore,” 
you will fall into a comatose state 
and drop twenty IQ points. It is a 
true stress reliever because you do 
not need a brain to enjoy or under-
stand it.

The United States is currently ranked fourteenth in education, 
out of seventy countries. Our education has fallen to just “aver-
age,” according to the Huffington Post. So, in comparison to our 
big nation counterparts, the United States is beginning to look in-
creasingly under educated. However, The United States is one of, 
if not the only country, that mandates education to all citizens. So, 
technically speaking, the scores may be a misrepresentation. 

Sending the cast of “Jersey Shore” to Italy pushes the image 
of terrible education in the United States. They make other coun-
tries believe that they are somehow above us because we allow 
those who did not take advantage of their education to lead and 
represent us. In a society where education is mandatory or every 
youth, why are we idolizing blatant idiocy? We are wasting the 
stream of almost limitless knowledge available to us. To ‘GTL,’ or 
filling your time with sex, alcohol, and partying is not living. It re-
ally appears to just be an existence leading us to the end.

In the fourth season of “Jersey Shore” Snooki referred to a car-

ousel as a Ferris wheel. No one corrected the girl, as if not one of 
them knew the difference. I’m sorry, but you live in Jersey for a 
few months out of the year and you don’t know the difference? 
The best part though, came later when Snooki’s boyfriend came 
to Italy and left because she pulled her dress up over her head 
at a club. That’s exactly who we should model our lives after, is 
it not? 

Students at Rutgers University paid Snooki $32,000 to speak. 
There she decided to give them the advice of “study hard, but 
party harder,” according to NBC news. On the flip side, Rutgers 
University only paid Maya Angelou, the Nobel Peace Prize winner 
and poet, $30,000 to speak the same year. 

We all have our little guilty pleasures. And as shameful as I 
find it to say, I have watched “Jersey Shore.” Honestly, I am also 
ashamed to be grouped in with a generation that aspires to be like 
Snooki. In response to their adoring fans, the “Jersey Shore” cast 
is making $100,000 an episode, according to NBC Washington. 
How much does a doctor make a year, or a lawyer? I am guess-

ing it is less than Mike “The Situ-
ation” Sorrentino. With all of the 
obsession over “Jersey Shore” 
the U.S. is not succeeding, but 
rather spoiling its potential. 

Why is it okay for American 
society to become less educated 
than in past generations? This is 
simply unacceptable to me.

Luckily, I’m not the only one. 
Law makers and Representatives of New York and New Jersey find 
their behavior to be in bad taste. Companies like Abercrombie are 
offering the cast members money just to stop wearing their prod-
ucts. They are eight people that many groups, such as the Nation-
al Italian American Foundation, see as a “disgrace” and find their 
behavior to be “outrageous,” according to the NY Daily News. So 
why is our generation obsessing over them? More than eight mil-
lion people tuned in to watch the premier of “Jersey Shore’s” third 
season, according to The Huffington Post.

How could we send the cast to another country, will they not 
be seen as representing America? We did it to our selves. We give 
them their popularity, their celebrity. 

Do not allow yourselves to become the next ‘Guido’ or the next 
‘Meatball,’ I beg you.

Discount what you see on MTV, and do not waste your poten-
tial. Make yourself worth more because you only have one chance 
to make a good impression.n

Take A. Chance
Adare Chance
Sloppy Meatballs

“...why are we

idolizing
blatent idiocy?”

Dear Editors... I’ve been noticing Christianity affecting our school more and more recently. Whether students are walking the halls or sit-
ting in the classroom, I believe they are beginning to voice their opinions in a stronger way in our school. If you walk up to 
any person in the hallways today and bring up the topic of Christianity, I bet you eight out of ten of them will voice a strong 
opinion about it.

As a strong Christian myself, I’ve seen many people standing up for their true Christian background all over the school. Every morning in F1, students from different grades all 
through Hoover have been meeting for 10 to 20 minute early prayer sessions where they raise up our school, friends, family members and each other to God. I am a part of this 
group and we believe that there is a spiritual power that is released when we pray to Our God. In response, we have been seeing people all over Hoover High School who are 
beginning to open up and step into a new journey of faith as believers in Jesus Christ.
This isn’t true for everyone though. Many people still hold strong to their personal beliefs when confronted by a Christian. Atheism is a large and spreading religious belief that 
has defiantly gained a lot of followers. If Christians are to spread their ideas onto others here in Hoover, they need to truly step up to the plate. 
I think that, as this world looks bleak from the outside, Christianity is actually breaking out on the inside! I personally believe that people are beginning to turn to God in the midst 
of a dark world. When people get desperate for God, that’s when God answers.  A revival is taking place, and I believe our school is becoming a major part of it.
In conclusion, Christians need to step up, and stand out for their faith as a worldwide revival begins to hit our school. If the Gospel is to be spread, Christians need to be bold. The 
world may be looking dark, but it’s time for the Christians light to shine brighter than the world and greater than the darkness.
Sincerely, 
Zachary Acito, 11
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In the United States alone approximate-

ly 2,230,000 people get married each 
year. Of that number approximately 

2,000,000 are beginning their lives in a tra-
ditional marriage. But what happens when 
a man wants to marry more than one wife? 
The entire country screams in uproar, of 
course. 

Americans have many rights granted to 
them by the Constitution; they have the 
right to remain silent, the right to vote 
once they’re 18, the right to be represent-

ed by counsel in the event of a legal crisis. Another right we, as 
Americans, have is the right to prac-
tice whatever religion we choose. So 
then, if my religion defines polygamy 
as acceptable, wouldn’t the United 
States have to acknowledge that right 
to practice my religion? Theoretically 
speaking, it would.

However, the issue remains that it 
doesn’t. In this country a polygamist family can be prosecuted be-
cause of the decisions they’ve made in marrying more than one 
person. In the eyes of many, it is acceptable to prosecute the peo-
ple who participate in these arrangements, simply because many 
Americans are ignorant towards the views of this religion. 

Polygamy is defined as a marriage which includes more than 
two partners. The marriage is typically found in the Mormon be-
lief and the wives in the relationship share no physical connec-
tion, but instead form a friendship known as sister wives. Often 
times in these sorts of marriages, the husband divides his time 
equally amongst his wives, giving them each a monogamous re-
lationship. 

In an effort to get around the laws set up to rid the country of 
polygamy, polygamist families are taking a new approach on their 
lifestyles. Now, in many cases, the man in the relationship is only 
legally marrying the first spouse. The other wives, then, simply  
participate in what they consider a spiritual marriage. 

In these spiritual marriages, the woman still live in the house-
hold, bear children with the husband and take care of the chil-
dren, as well as the children of the sister wives. But why, in the 

year 2011, are people still in hiding their relationships? 
In many states, this nation allows homosexuals the right to 

marry, and under no religious circumstance is that considered ac-
ceptable. However, polygamy is a style of marriage that is prac-
ticed in multiple religions, yet it is not permitted in this country. 
Personally, that just seems to contradict everything this country 
was founded on. 

The United States was founded on the idea of religious free-
dom, and even if it was not, the Declaration of Independence 
promises American citizens the right to “life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness.”  

Recently, TLC began airing a show called “The Sister Wives,” in 
which four women and one man lead their lives and raise their 
24 children under one roof. This family is pushed to its limits as 
they are forced to move out of their home state of Utah to a for-
eign land named Nevada only so they won’t be prosecuted for 

their lifestyle. This causes an obvious 
strain on the relationships of both 
the kids and the adults, as the kids 
are forced to attend and new school 
and find a new church to conform 
too. Is this truly more simplistic than 
just allowing a lifestyle choice to be 
legal? Chances are, the answer is no.

Classically, one of the major issues with the United States ac-
cepting polygamy as a form of legal marriage is the concept of 
pedophilia. What many don’t seem to be able to comprehend is 
the majority of cases concerning polygamy Americans hear about 
are the freak incidents in which the polygamist lifestyle is used to 
cover up a pedophilic nightmare — as in the case of polygamist 
sect leader Warren Jeffs. While this is one example where a polyg-
amist has been accused of abuse, the vast majority of polygamist 
relationships are exactly the opposite. 

By no means am I trying to downgrade the harmful effects of 
violating a child, but come on people, these tragic events happen 
in all walks of life. To try to blame one religious belief on an issue 
so big is utterly ridiculous. 

Personally, the polygamist lifestyle is not something I would 
choose to engage in, but if it makes people happy and especially 
follows their religious beliefs, then who is the American govern-
ment to say people cannot marry the one or ones they love? 

Marriage was a belief set up on a spiritual aspect to begin with; 
therefore banning polygamy is banning the very rights our nation 
was founded on. n

“...that just seems to contradict

everything
this country was founded on.”

Swooping the system
Paiton Swope
The more the merrier 

In Reply... Zachary:
We are glad so many at Hoover High have found comfort in religion, especially in times of stress and when dealing 
with tragic events. It is evident by the many tweets and Facebook statuses asking us to pray for people in our school 
that we are unified in our belief that a higher power can help us tough times and have an effect of people’s lives. 

Faith is like a security blanket, making us feel like we are not alone. 
We do believe that what you call a ‘revival’ is seen at many high schools. As, we grow up, we start to form our own beliefs based on only what we 
think is right. We are proud of these independent beliefs and are ready to share. We are fortunate that at Hoover, we have clubs and groups, such as 
FCS, that let us practice our faith with people who have similar beliefs. 
Here at the Viking Views, we believe everyone’s religious view should be respected – whether Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Jew or Atheist, we are entitled 
to our own opinion. But we also support the sharing and discussion of the different beliefs. It gives people insight to new ideas and creates more 
worldly and accepting outlooks. As for converting, we believe that it is natural and great for people to want their beliefs to spread, and evangelizing 
is often a part of practicing some faiths, but we also do not want people to feel pressured and or uncomfortable. 
We appreciate you bringing attention to this topic in light of the recent events that have plagued Hoover. We hope that others will continue to write 
letters to the editors.
Your editors
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If you do not see me much this winter, it is probably because I’m bunkered down in my 
basement playing one of the multiple games coming out this season. Many video games are 
always released during the winter season, but this year has many more anticipated games 

than any other year I can recall. Just a few of the upcoming games are Call of Duty: Modern 
Warfare 3, Batman: Arkham City, Mass Effect 3, Assassins Creed: Revelations, Battlefield 3, and 
of course, the newly-released Gears of War 3. Here’s the rundown of the best of the best.

                    

Modern Warfare 3: Russia has invaded the United 
States and it is up to the player to take it back. Captain 
“Soap” Mactavish, who used to be a secret hero for the 
government, is now doing everything he can to stop the 
war that he has been a part of since its very beginning. 
This is the much-anticipated sequel in the branch 
off series and will be one of the biggest multiplayer 
games ever. While most people are looking forward to 
the multiplayer aspect, many people are also looking 
forward to the campaign. 

The fourth Assassins Creed game for the Xbox follows 
a Renaissance Assassin, Ezio Auditore, whose family 
was killed in front of him when he was only a teenager. 
Flash forward a few years — Ezio is the leader of the 
Assassins and has liberated Rome from the tyrannical 
Templars. Now Ezio finds himself traveling to the 
Middle-East, where the Assassins originated, to find 
the truth behind the Assassin/Templar war. This is the 
finale game for Ezio and this will lead into the epic 
finale for the series.

commentary by stephen bowersox
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It is a multiplayer game unlike anything that has been 
made before. Battlefield 3 is a first-person shooter 
game where the buildings are breakable, the vehicles 
are drivable and the battles are bigger. Battlefield is 
expected to be one of the greatest multiplayer games 
ever and is part of a well-known saga. If you have Xbox 
Live, then this is the game for you.

Batman is at it again, and this time, he is trapped inside 
a prison the size of a city, with all of his biggest foes 
including the Riddler, Joker and Two-Face. The player 
has all of Batman’s gadgets at his/her command to 
take down bad guys and traverse the city. Even if you 
are not a fan of the Dark Crusader, this game has much 
to offer and will be fun for all you campaign-lovers out 
there. 

Commander Shepard is back for the epic conclusion 
of this trilogy. While it is recommended that players 
go through the whole trilogy, it is not necessary to 
understand the story. In this game, the Reapers, 
sentient machines that are meant to destroy the galaxy, 
have finally come to Earth despite all of Shepards 
efforts, now it is up to him to rally an army to save the 
galaxy. While this may sound far-fetched or strange, 
it is viewed as one of the best campaign games. The 
game makes it so that the player can make choices that 
affect not only the game, but all of the other games as 
well. Although this game is not released until March, it is 
one of the most anticipated. 

Marcus Fenix is back and ready to take on the 
remaining Locust horde in the epic finale of the Gears 
trilogy. Gears follows Delta squad as they struggle to 
survive in their war-torn world. Hope to win the war 
is almost gone; however, Delta squad finds something 
that can end the war once and for all. The Horde and 
Beast multiplayer modes allow the player to either 
fight against waves and waves of Locust or play as one 
of the Locust and attack the humans. This game uses 
a great cover-system, not found in many games, that 
adds more strategy to the game. Gears also holds the 
record for the most pre-orders. Gears of War 3 is a 
great start to a season of memorable games.
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Not many high school students get the 
privilege of taking part in a movie. 
This case however, is different for 

senior Kate Pelini and sophomore Corrin 
Pelini. 

“Abduction” was shot in Pittsburgh, at 
the sisters’ aunt’s house. One of the aunts’ 
stimulations was to have Kate, Corrin, and 
their cousin Christine casted as extras. 

When the movie came into theaters, the 
Pelini sisters were pumped and ready to see 
themselves on the big screen.

Just as most everybody else would, 
Corrin Pelini spread the word to many of 
her friends about this experience.

“I told a lot of people about it,” she said. 
“They were excited, and excited to see it 
with me.”

For Corrin sharing this experience 
with her friends was exciting, but for Kate 
meeting an actor from the cast was most 
exciting for her.

“I would do it again if I could,” she said. 

“Meeting Jason Isaacs was the best part.”
The Pelini’s aunt, Mrs. Susan McGalla 

agreed that this experience was very 
enjoyable.

“We had so much fun,” she said. “It was 
so exciting that such a big movie was being 
filmed right in front of us. The other fun 
thing was that the city of Pittsburgh went 
crazy that Taylor was in town. For the week 
leading up to the filming hundreds of girls 
would stand in the front of our neighborhood 
to try to meet Taylor Lautner.”

McGalla said the preparations for this 
movie were manageable.

“It was actually very easy,” she said. 
“We have several meetings where the 
production crew and even the director John 
Singleton came to our home to decide if the 
scene would work there, and also to work 
on what the set crew needed to prepare.”

The background of filming a movie is 
different than what most people would 
think. Kate Pelini said the process of 
filming a movie takes a lot of time.

“It’s a lot of waiting around, and it was 

so hot.”
Corrin Pelini said her and her sister 

were extras in a night scene, as well as their 
cousin Christine.

“We were party people just in the 
background to fill out the scene, having a 
good time,” she said.

McGalla said over these past few years, 
filming companies have asked to use her 
house to film.

“We have actually gotten several 
notes over the years asking if we would 
be interested in having our home used in 
various movies,” she said. “When we got 
the note from the production company, my 
husband Steve and I were curious enough 
to find out more about this one.”

The Pelinis had a lot of fun during this 
experience. McGalla said the most exciting 
part for her was the fact that her family got 
to spend quality time together.

“The most exciting thing for my 
husband, Steve, and I is that Kate, Corrin 
and Christine got to be a part of it all,” 
Mcgalla said.n

Adrienne Devore
Staff Writer

Hoover stars
Pelini sisters to star as extras in “Abduction”
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Hollywood in Cleveland
Stephen Bowersox
Staff Writer

In the past few months, Cleveland has 
been filled with explosions, imaginary 
aliens and hundreds of screaming 

people. People may think that this could be 
the result of some big event that they didn’t 
hear about, but it is actually because of the 
blockbuster movie, “The Avengers.”
 “The Avengers” is a superhero movie like 
nothing that has ever been made before. It 
has all of the heroes from recent Marvel 
movies. 

To have this many characters and 
independent stories in one movie, some 
fans are worried.

“I think that with all the big stars in 
it there won’t be as much focus on each 
individual character, and that could cause 
problems for the movie,” English teacher 
Mr. Casey Clark, long-time comic fan, 
said.

 This may very well be the an issue in 
the movie, however, senior Mike Clouse 
disagrees and said he thinks it will be great 
having the superheroes he loves in one 

movie. 
“I think it’s a great idea having all of 

these heroes,” Clouse said. “Ever since the 
first Iron Man came out I’ve been waiting 
for The Avengers movie and I’ve been 
keeping track of all the different heroes.” 

Some people, like Clouse, are fans of 
“The Avengers” as a whole and have a hard 
time picking a favorite among them. 

“I like them all and I think that how they 
act as a group is what makes it awesome,” 
he said.

Clark, on the other hand, said he is 
not specifically a fan of “The Avengers” 
group. 

“I never really followed the group, but 
I was always a big fan of The Hulk while 
growing up, so I’ll like seeing more of 
him,” Clark said. 

There are many different things in “The 
Avengers” that will attract viewers, whether 
it is the star-studded cast, the guaranteed 
great action or the individual characters’ 
stories.

“The Avengers” is expected to be a huge 

hit in theaters summer of 2012, which may 
prove to be good news for Cleveland, since 
some of it was filmed there over the summer. 
There are many Cleveland buildings and 
Ohioans as extras in the movie, which 
takes place in NYC. Clouse thinks that this 
is a great opportunity for Cleveland. 

“The producers, actors, and crew were 
all spending money in Cleveland, not to 
mention the money the city made from 
closing down the streets for the movie,” 
Clouse said.

Clark agreed. 
“I think more movies are going to 

start filming there now, which will help 
Cleveland even more,” he said. 

Clouse expects good things for “The 
Avengers” and for Cleveland.

“If things go well for the movie then they 
will probably make more Avengers movies 
or more super hero movies in general,” he 
said. “I can’t wait to go see some of the 
movies being filmed in Cleveland this year 
and can’t wait to see what comes next.” n
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If you are looking for catchy song lyrics to 
post on your Facebook status and get likes, 
this is the artist to get them from. His post 
prison album “Tha Carter IV” hit platinum 
in the second week of sales and sold more 
than 964,000 albums in one week. Having 
trouble with mom not letting you listen to 
him? The album also comes in an edited 
version, so you can rap all you want. With 
the popular songs of “How to love” to 
“Blunt Blowing” and also “6 foot 7 foot”, 
Lil Wayne didn’t stutter with this album. 
With it already sellling over 1,184,100 
million copies, “Tha Carter IV” is the big-
gest hip-hop record so far this year. This 
album also brings in a little of the past 
with the track “President Carter.” Wayne 
knows how to spit verses, and this album 
shows it.

Like a dark walk down an alley all alone 
at night, The Devil Wears Prada’s new 
album “Dead Throne” brings all the thrills 
that of “Zombie EP” gave to fans. With 
the release of “Dead Throne,” this marks 
Prada’s fourth full length album, bringing 
a more technical and brutal sound than 
before. Mike Hrancia’s vocals bring the 
howls and deep throated screams people 
would expect, with a change in the lows 
that is more spoken then before, but 
refreshing. Group vocals and shouting 
can be found now, which is a new but 
fascinating element to this album never 
before used in earlier work. Prada truly 
keeps to their Christian metalcore roots; 
the heavy breakdowns and aggressive 
style listeners are used to hearing from this 
group makes it a must have for any fan.

The Kooks new album, “Junk Of The 
Heart,” released September 12th, and 
showed slight changes compared to 
previous albums. This album was a 
rollercoaster  ride, fun but not consistent.  
It had its great moments, but some songs 
just left me disappointed. Songs such as 
“Is It You?” are classic Kooks, with a 
techno-twist.  Other songs like “Mr. Nice 
Guy” sounded like a bad show tune, while 
“Eskimo Kiss” and “Taking Pictures of 
You” had such dreadful lyrics that were 
corny  and unintelligent. Some songs were 
so good, it almost made up for the bad 
lyrics and show tune sounds.  Songs like 
“Rosie”, and “F**k the World Off” came 
through and showed how great The Kooks 
truly are. Over all this a good album for 
any fan of alternative/indie music.       

Lil Wayne
Tha Carter IV

The Devil Wears Prada
Dead Throne

The Kooks
Junk of the Heart
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Taylor Lautner is not just for Twilight anymore, ladies.
Lautner finally breaking out of the franchise and starring in his own film was something fans were anxious to see.
In “Abduction”, Lautner plays Nathan Harper, an average teenager who hangs out with friends, gets drunk at parties, and participates 
in stupid shenanigans. He lives with his parents as an only child. When he discovers a picture of himself on a missing persons website, 
his whole life changes. What was thought to be a harmless internet address turns out to be a way of tracking down his location. After 
being attacked at home, he flees with his neighbor, Karen (Lily Collins), and they 
embark on a journey across America, running from the CIA and a European threat, 
Koslow (Micheal Nyqvist), who has a team of highly-skilled assassins tracking their 
every move. Harper learns that who he thought were his parents actually had been 
protecting him from these foreign threats all along. His real father is a CIA agent who 
is the keeper of important information that could jeopardize the country’s reputation.
As the movie progresses, Harper’s relationship with Karen turns into a basic teenage 
lust-filled relationship.  However, all Karen does is get them into more trouble. Even 
though she contributes nothing to the storyline, she does manage to get into a quite 
racy make out scene with the promiscuous Harper.
Overall, if you’re not a Lautner fan, you probably won’t want to waste your 
time.  Although I will admit it was nice to see Lautner out of his werewolf element, I 
would hardly call it a thriller. Unless you would enjoy the unnecessary shirtless scenes 
and close ups, there wasn’t nearly enough action or development of a plotline to 
support a one hour and 46 minute long film.

ABDUCTION

The Viking Views.entertainment
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Megan Sigler
Staff writer

If anyone has been to the stadium recent-
ly, I am sure that it was hard for them 
to ignore the new, re-vamped field. The 

project lasted from May 23 to August 1 and 
now instead of having a grass field, Hoover 
has a turf playing field.

Superintendent Mr. Mike Gallina said 
that the reason for the change was because 
they wanted a new, state-of-the-art playing 
surface.

“We want to use the stadium as much as 
possible,” he said “Also, the former field 
was getting harder to maintain.”

Senior band member, Sarah Mills said 
that the turf was worth the change.

“I like the turf, it makes our field look 
more professional I think,” she said “Plus, 
we look cooler, and we march better.”

Junior football player John Zucal agreed 
with this statement and said that he really 

believes the new turf was worth it.
“I do think it was worth the change be-

cause most teams now have a turf field and 
we are able to practice on the field every 
day and not worry about the field getting 
torn up,” Zucal said.

Not only is the turf benefiting the ap-
pearance of the stadium, but it is also help-
ing out all the various sports teams involved 
at Hoover.

“It’s got layers of benefits,” Gallina said 
“It is helping football, lacrosse, softball and 
baseball teams in the early spring.” 

The turf is also benefitting the marching 
band.

Mills said that the new turf definitely af-
fects the band positively.

“It makes performing easier,” she said. 
“I don’t have to worry about biffing it on 
some torn up grass and flipping over my 

snare.”
Safety is also important and the new turf 

provides more safety for all the people us-
ing it.

“It is a safer environment for the impact 
that each of the players experience,” Gal-
lina said.

Zucal said that he likes the turf better 
because it is safer.

“Personally, I like turf instead of the 
grass because it’s flat and you don’t have 
to worry about rolling an ankle in a random 
divot like on the grass field,” he said 

In about two months the stadium went 
through a lot of changes that will hopefully 
benefit many sports and bands to come in 
the future years.

“It is a source of pride to say this is our 
home turf and it is really beautiful,” Gallina 
said.n

In the opening week, there were 
four 400 yard passers; the most 
ever in a single week. There 
were also 14 300 yard passers, 
again setting a record for most 
in one week.

There were a net total of 7842 
passing yards, the most in a 
single week. Nine percent of 
those yards came from the Dol-
phins vs. Patriots game.

Five punt returns and three 
kickoff returns made for the 
most return touchdowns in a 
single week.

Ted Ginn Jr., formerly of
the Ohio State Buckeyes, re-
turned a punt and a kickoff
for a touchdown in the same 
game. While he was the 12th 
player to do this, he was the 
first to do so opening weekend.

The NFL teams kicked off opening week-
end with a bang, shattering numerous 
records and creating new ones. Al-

though the milestones should be acknowl-
edged as a team effort, there is no denying 
the influence of the quarterbacks in these 
statistics. — Xavier Carr

Statistics courtesy of NFL.com
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Statistics courtesy of NFL.com

Let’s take a jour-
ney. Let’s paint 
an absurd pic-

ture. Let’s take a 
long, hard glance at 
the NBA lockout.

Now, I submit to 
you the fact that the 
NBA is at the height 
of its popularity. Ac-
tually, the National 

Basketball Association has just completed 
its recovery from the PREVIOUS lockout. If 
you haven’t heard about the Miami Heat 
and how everyone hates their guts, then 
you simply must live under one of those 
gray things we like to call rocks.

But, much to my dismay, the NBA is 
in danger of sacrificing an entire season 
because the two sides are obviously way 
too far apart for anything good to happen 
in the coming months. 

What’s worse?
Well, this isn’t anything like the NFL 

lockout we encountered over the summer, 
which, for all intensive purposes, didn’t re-
ally exist. As soon as the league came close 
to losing serious games and revenue, the 
NFL and the NFL Players’ Association cut 
the deal. Basically, the NFL wanted to keep 
itself in the spotlight during the off-season; 
the lockout was the perfect tool to do just 
that. 

Now, I’m not saying the NFL lockout 
didn’t serve any purpose, but we’re in a 
whole new “ballpark” when we talk about 
the NBA lockout. Primarily, the two sides 
are worlds apart on how the financial pie 
gets split. The players currently want no 
less than 53 percent of the pie, but the 
owners want them to come down to 47 
percent. 

You may ask yourself, “Well, that’s only 
six percent Clint! They should be able to 
work that out fairly easily, right?” 

Wrong.
When you’re talking about six percent 

in this arena, you’re talking about millions 
upon billions of dollars, which neither side 
wants to give up. A 50-50 split was men-
tioned, but the players have no inclination 
to back down.

And rightly so. NBA players are some 
of the most visible players we have in the 
sports landscape. There are no helmets 

hiding anyone’s face. There are only 10 
players on the court at any given time, and 
that amounts to five players from each 
team. Just about every other major sport 
relies on teams equipped with more per-
sonnel and/or helmets.

So, what does this amount to? A heap-
ing helping of image rights and conflict. 
Because there are only five players on the 
court from a team, individuals have more 
of an impact on the outcome of a game. 
Although this pains me, no one exempli-
fies this more than our good friend, LeBron 
James. When he left the Cleveland Cava-
liers, we went from first to worst faster 
than even I could believe. 

But I’m beginning to run astray. The NBA 
is at what could be its zenith. Everyone 
is positively obsessed with “The Heatles” 
and their journey to six or seven champi-
onships. What’s even more compelling to 
fans?  That’s an easy one – watching that 
same dream team fail. 

However, neither of these story lines will 
get a chance to play out if nobody’s playing 
basketball. And what’s more unfortunate 
is the fact that America has an increasingly 
short attention span. If nobody’s talking 
about how the Mavericks and Dirk Nowit-
zki are on the way to foiling Miami once 
again, people will move on and forget. And 
so, the NBA will begin its recovery from 
a lockout once again.

The league should realize this, but 
they continue to show ignorance, and 
here’s the kicker. NBA owners claim 
they are LOSING money under the cur-
rent collective bargaining agreement. 
I’m no financial mastermind; I could be 
totally wrong when I come to my next 
point. In my opinion, there’s absolutely 
no way anyone could lose money with a 
successful basketball team.

It’s the stroke of an accountant’s 
pen. Factor in all the sources of revenue 
that exist for a professional basketball 
team. We’re talking ticket sales, conces-
sions, merchandising, sponsorships, TV 

ads,  jersey sales and anything else you can 
think of. The owners are saying all of that 
cash isn’t amounting to a profit.

Of course they need to pay players and 
employees. Additionally, they have to run 
their facilities and make sure every pos-
sible advantage is provided to their team. 
And maybe those costs do outweigh all of 
the cash that comes in through the door; 
the owners might actually be losing money 
(good luck convincing me though). 

In contrast, we are talking about bil-
lionaires who buy these teams for an ego 
boost. Guys like Dan Gilbert and Mark Cu-
ban have cash coming in from casinos and 
other private enterprises. So, I don’t think 
they’re all about to go broke because their 
basketball team is just sucking every last 
penny from their wallets.

Now, before I conclude, I want to say 
that I’m not advocating the advancement 
of these professional athletes’ salaries. 
They get paid plenty, and I often times find 
it a little ridiculous that we’re paying these 
men such gratuitous amounts of money to 
make the big play. 

However, I do enjoy watching it. I have 
to say that I’m on the players’ side on this 
one. They’re a lot less rich than the fat cats 
who own the team, and most athletes’ in-
come won’t last for any significant amount 
of time. 

So, I guess I’m trying to say that I just 
want my favorite sport back. I want to see 
spectacular plays under the bright lights. 
And from the words of Kevin Durant’s sum-
mer league slogan, I don’t want to see bas-
ketball ever stop.n
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“We’re in a whole new 

“ballpark”
when we talk about the NBA lockout.”

Yoos got nothin’ on me
Clint Yoos
Lockout Fever
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in the beginning I wasn’t doing so well, and 
[Trent Dilfer] pulled me aside to talk,” he 
said. “He calmed me down, got me even 
more motivated, and I ended up climbing 
the list towards the top. He’s such an 
amazing guy, on field and off, and we still 
talk. It’s a pretty cool relationship.”
Hertler said when the final decision was 

made, he was extremely happy for him.
“I thought it was a great learning experience 

for him as well as a great outcome for the 
school,” he said. “Even though it was an 
added pressure for the season, he deserved 

[the achievement].”
Mrs. Appleby said when 

she found out he had been 
named an Elite 11, there was 
a huge lump in her throat.
“I was so proud of him, 

especially because I 
watched him work so hard 
to come back from his 
injury,” she said. “During 
that rehabilitation, I know 
he wondered–as I did–if he 

would ever be the same again. There were 
so many people that we wanted to notify 
all at once; so many people who were 
encouraging him and believing in him.” 
she said.
Appleby said everyone can achieve what 

they want as long as they try.
“It’s important to never be outworked,” 

he said. “You’ll get out what you put in, 
and God will never give you what you can’t 
handle; he’ll give you success if you earn 
it.” n

When student athletes are thrown 
into the real world, there are 
different expectations from all 

angles. Maybe the person will succeed and 
maybe they will fail. Overall, the hope is 
that the athlete will represent their school 
in a positive way. For Hoover, this has 
become a reality.
Senior Austin Appleby was sent to a 

competitive camp in Malibu, California 
known as the Elite 11 to test his 
skills as a quarterback. Among 
the many players that could 
have been chosen, Appleby 
stood out as a qualifier, and 
became a part of the Elite 11.
Head Coach Don Hertler 

said he was not surprised that 
Appleby was chosen to go 
compete.
“He earned his way into 

it,” he said. “He represented 
himself, his family, and the 
school really well as a student athlete,” he 
said.
Mrs. Julia Appleby agreed with Hertler.
“I was thrilled for him,” she said. “I was 

feeling very proud.”
Appleby said that when he found out that 

he was chosen to compete, he was excited.
“It was a really big goal of mine,” he 

said. “Just to be named in the top 24 in the 
country was a pretty big honor.”
Hertler said the football team was excited 

when they were told he was selected for the 
camp.
“[The members of the football team] are 

all good teammates and they were excited 
for his success,” he said. “They were excited 
he could get an opportunity like that.”
Mrs. Appleby said that the work wasn’t 

a big factor for Appleby because he is so 
involved in the sport.
“Austin has been referred to as a ‘football 

junkie,’” she said. “He apparently 
understands the intricacies of the game like 
only a select few. He is a brainiac when 
it comes to understanding offense and 
reading defense–so I am told. As for me, I 
am still reading the ‘Football for Dummies’ 
manual.”
Appleby disagreed, he said the activities 

were rigorous and tested everyone’s skills 
very well.
“They evaluated everything from what we 

did on the field to off the field,” he said. 
“The mental aspect of knowing plays plus 
the strength and talent aspect. You can’t 
really fake when you’re being watched like 
that; it really makes people’s true colors 
stand out.”
Hertler said that despite Appleby’s 

leadership skills, he had to work hard to be 
at the Elite 11 camp.
“He worked hard and earned it,” he said. 

“He was chosen by the leaders, and that will 
give him great opportunities in the future.”
Mrs. Appleby said Appleby was inspired 

by the leader of the camp, Trent Dilfer.
“Austin really enjoyed meeting Trent 

Dilfer at the Elite 11,” she said. “I think 
that when Trent recognized Austin’s gift for 
the game it inspired Austin to believe that 
he is in fact special. But Austin’s Dad has 
probably been his biggest inspiration; they 
share the passion of football. Mr. Appleby 
was a talented 
quarter himself 
and played in 
high school 
and college. 
He has 
coached Austin 
throughout the 
years and they 
watch and 
critique games 
endlessly.”
A p p l e b y 

agreed that 
Dilfer was a 
big inspiration 
to his attitude.
“At one point 

Hoover QB excels in football

n Senior Austin Appleby drops back for a pass against Perry. The team won 38-20.

“There were so many people that 
we wanted to notify at once; so 

many people who were encourag-
ing him and believing in him.” 

- Mrs. Julia Appleby

Katie Livick
Staff Writer
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Who’s Hot?

Who’s not?
Who’s Hot?

Who’s not?

Well, we’re back in school again, and that means the 
re-emergence of sports, sports and more sports. The 
NFL is back in commission, and the NBA is just at the 

beginning of its new labor struggle. However, seeing as none of 
Hoover’s athletes get paid to perform under the bright lights, they 
have no labor struggles to speak of. So, without further ado, let’s 
see who’s tearing up the turf and who’s looking to continue the 
season with a higher play-off berth. 

Following the meet at Worthington, the Boys’ Cross Country 
team came away with decent results. In the midst of a building year, 
the varsity squad finished eighth while the junior varsity squad 
took second overall. There were about 200 participants overall.

Coming off a disappointing loss at Lake, the football team’s 

offense couldn’t get going againt Austintown Fitch. The boys only 
got into the endzone only once as they fell 14-7. They’ll be look-
ing for redemptive wins against Federal League rivals GlenOak 
and Jackson.

The volleyball team has been playing well for most of the year. 
They’ve scored key wins against Orrville  and GlenOak through-
out the season, and their play-off run began Oct. 17 as the team 
looks to make a deep play-off run.

The boys’ soccer team began to heat up in their 7-0 win against 
McKinley. They hoped to keep the momentum up as they began 
their play-off run against GlenOak Oct. 24. The team is led by se-
nior captain, Mark Caldwell, who has scored 10 goals.

- Compiled by Clint Yoos

The girls volleyball team celebrated senior night with a 3 game win against the Boardman Spartans. Top 
server was Alex Taneyhill with 15 points. Top defensive players were Emily Bergert with 13 digs and Kaylee 
Stroemple with 6 blocks. The girls hold an impressive record of 16-4. The JV team is 7-2. 

The boys football team lost to Austintown fitch with a final score of 14-7. Justin 
Smith scored the only touchtown with a 1-yard TD run and Domenic Iero tacked on 
the extra point. Previously, they triumphed at Lexington on Sept. 9 with a score of 
32-0, and had another succesful game against Perry on Sept. 16 with a score of 38-20. 
The vikings hold a record of 1-2 in the federal league and are 2-5 overall.  They are 
scheduled to play at Glenoak on October 21, and also are playing their rival, Jackson 
at home on October 28.  

Sports-In-Brief

Sports Updates

The girls soccer team competed in the Federal League championship game against rival Jackson and lost 1-0. 
The girls hold a record of 10-3-2. Seniors Madison Helterbran, Meghan Green, Carly Joliat and Junior Ali Da-
niluk are just a few players who helped the soccer team have a successful season.

The girls cross country team won the Stark County championship meet on October 1st, beating out teams such 
as Jackson and Louisville. Top performers were Emily Saus in 4th place, Sydney Lautzenheiser in 7th and Helen 
Meffie in 10th. The JV girls also brought home the gold. Top runners were Hannah Christ coming in 3rd, Claire 
James in 5th and Zoe Shetler in 7th. The lady vikes will try to continue their winning tradition. 

Girls Cross Country

Girls Soccer

Volleyball

Football

-Maria Stroia

-Kelsey Peare

-Kelsey Peare

-Kelsey Peare
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While most people spend their Saturday recovering from football games or hanging 
out with friends, freshman Harrison Hollon spends his time running over harsh 
terrain for the Hoover cross country team. Whether rain or shine, this is something 

he enjoys doing.  
Ever since he was a child, Hollon said running has always been something he was interested 

in. 
“In third grade we had to run the mile during gym class, and I guess that’s just what inspired 

me to want to give running a try.” said Hollon.
Ever since then, running has been a part of his life. Hollon ran cross country all throughout 

middle school. Since joining boy’s cross country this year, he has earned a varsity spot on the 
team. His teammate, senior Tyler Veldhuizen, said Hollon is a great addition and benefit to the 
team.

“He’s probably the most talented freshman we’ve seen in a couple years,” said Veldhuizen. 
“He keeps a very upbeat personality, even on the days when we have hard workouts.”

Hollon said ever since he began running for the team he has made a lot of friends and enjoys 
the environment. 

“I’ve made a lot of friends, mostly upperclassmen, “said Hollon, “But the whole team is 
fun.”

He hopes to continue running throughout high school and to continue to improve. 
“What motivates me most is my will to succeed,” he said. “I’m very competitive.”

All the hard work Lauren Brumbaugh has put into her volleyball career has 
finally paid off. Brumbaugh is now a senior starter, playing back row on 
Hoover’s talented volleyball team. 

For the last seven years, Lauren has been putting in effort to her favorite sport 
both during the regular school season as well as during the off season. She plays for 
Varsity Elite, a volleyball team that plays on the weekends during the off season.

“I admire how much work Lauren puts into volleyball and how dedicated she 
is to the team,” said sophomore teammate, Julie Worley. “She is one of the leaders 
on and off the court and has a lot of experience.”

Brumbaugh said the best part of volleyball isn’t just playing, it’s also the team. 
“My favorite part of playing is getting to play with my team because they are all 

fun, we are close and they all have great personalities,” she said.
Last year, Brumbaugh helped the Lady Vikes on their way to a federal league 

championship as well. There is no doubt that she has contributed a great deal to 
the team.

“Lauren is essential to the success of our team because she’s really a team 
player and helps the team out,” Worley said.

Brumbaugh is also considering a collegiate career as well.
“I would love to play in college, it sounds like a lot of fun. We’ll see what 

happens,” she said.
Story By: Maddie Morrown Photo By: Sami Nonno

Story & Photo By: Maria Stroia
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(Clockwise from top right) n Junior Julie Worley tips the ball over 
the net in their game against Jackson. They lost 3-0. n Junior Lau-
ren Daugherty prepares to go up against local rival Jackson, and 
the Varsity squad came away with a close victory. The score was 
3-2. n Freshman Natalie Landy runs through the rain at the Stark 
County Invitational. The girls’ JV and Varsity teams defeated all 
of the other schools in Stark County. n The Hoover High School 
football team lines up on offense in their game against Perry. 
They won 38-20 with an overall record of 2-5. 
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