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Editorial Policy
The Viking Views is a student-run newspaper 

produced 10 times a year to approximately  1,900 
students and staff, as well as members of the com-
munity. As student editors make content decisions 
independently of the school’s staff and administra-
tion, the paper is considered a forum for student 
opinion. It is therefore exempt from prior review or 
restraint in both principle and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encour-
aged. Letters must be signed, but, upon request, 
they may be published anonymously at the discre-
tion of the staff. The Viking Views reserves the right 
to edit letters for space and content in order to main-
tain the paper’s high standards against obscenity, 
libelous material, and personal attacks. Letters that 
exhibit a blatant disregard for such standards will not 
be considered for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a major-
ity of the editorial board. No one individual may be 
held responsible for the opinions expressed therein. 
Signed editorials and columns reflect the opinion 
of the writer and not The Viking Views, adviser or 
school. The Viking Views takes all measures possible 
to make a clear distinction between fact and opinion 
in all news printed.

In the event of an error, The Viking Views will print 
retractions as they are brought to the attention of the 
staff.                       
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dear readers,
Do you remember your first day 

of school? Not your first day of 
school this year, but your very first 
day of school, when you weren’t 
quite sure what to expect. You knew 
your life was about to change, but 
you had no idea what was going to 
happen. 

Do you remember the feeling 
of excitement mixed with nerv-
ousness? And all those questions 
that ran through your mind: What 
about my teacher? Will school be 
challenging? What happens if I get 
lost?

And, of course, there’s the ter-
rifying social aspect. Will the other 
students be nice? Will I make new 
friends? Who am I going to sit with 
at lunch? What if people think I’m 
weird? 

Imagine feeling all those 
emotions and thinking all those 
thoughts and being not only in a 
brand new school, but a brand new 

country as well. 
It can’t be easy to come to a 

totally new place and make new 
friends, adapt to a different socie-
ty, speak a language different from 
the one you grew up with and still 
maintain your personal identity. 
Think about having to deal with all 
of this while also balancing school-
work and extra-curricular activi-
ties. 

That’s what life must be like 
for Hoover’s foreign exchange stu-
dents: a new start in a new place.

We encourage you, too, to make 
a fresh start at the beginning of 
this school year. Try something 
new. Make new friends. Work a lit-
tle harder. 

You have eight months to do 
something new and exciting. The 
freedom of summer may seem far 
away, but make the most of your 
year. 

Welcome to a new year, Hoover!

On The Cover
The Hoover student section cheers on the team during 
the game against Lexington Sept. 10. ‘white-out’ was 
the theme of the night.

your editors,
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Caroline Hill
Staff Writer

A well-deserved homecoming
Troops from Iraq come back to United States

the viking views  | 09.24.2010

For the war-ravaged country of Iraq, 
the end of a nearly nine-year conflict 
is in sight. Aug. 31, President Barack 

Obama declared the end of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.

Although Aug. 19 marked the end of 
combat operations in Iraq, approximately 
50,000 troops still remain in the country. 
Initially, 12 bases will also remain in Iraq, 
according to The Guardian.

The Guardian also reported the 
remaining troops are only equipped to 
defend themselves, if necessary according 
to United States officials. 

AP Government and Politics teacher 
Mr. Glenn Cummings said the remaining 
troops are not serving “on the front lines,” 
however.

“Everybody would not be gone 
unfortunately,” he said. “We would keep a 
shell army there.”

Obama said the main purpose of keeping 
American troops in Iraq is to train Iraqi 
forces; these forces also have a deadline 
for withdrawal.

“Consistent with our agreement with 
the Iraqi government, all U.S. troops will 
leave by the end of next year,” Obama said 
during his speech.

In a New York Times article, 
Iraqi people were asked what they 
thought of Obama’s speech and 
the decision to withdraw. The Iraqi 
opinions of the war are largely 
negative. One resident of Mosul, 
Iraq, Raed Mohammad Bashir, does 
not believe the speech accomplished 
anything in the minds of Iraqis.

“The Americans lost nothing, 
whether they completed their 
mission or not,” he said. “What 
more will happen to Iraq? They 
destroyed Iraq and surrendered it. 
We cannot even form a government 
so how come they are leaving Iraq? 
They will leave us to whom?”

Although Cummings said he 
believes Sadam Hussein needed 
to be removed from power, he also 
said removing him created other 
problems within the country.

“Hussein was awful, and I 

wanted him out of there,” he said. “But 
in removing one person, we created a 
vacuum…Who’s going to take over?”

During his Aug. 31 speech, Obama said 
our troops could not do more than they 
already have in the country.

“…In the end, only Iraqis can resolve 
their differences and police their streets,” 
Obama said. 

Cummings also said he believes the 
decision to withdraw troops is a good one.

“I was not in favor of [deploying troops] 
in the first place,” he said. “So I’m very 
happy we can get these troops back to their 
families.”

Since the beginning of the war in March 
2003, the United States has spent over 
$800 billion to fund the war and nearly 
4,500 American troops have been killed  
according to BBC News. The definite 
Iraqi death toll is unknown, but it has 
been documented that between 97,000 and  
106,000 people have died. 

Cummings also said the similarities 
between the war in Vietnam and the war in 
Iraq were concerning.

“I never felt like we thought everything 
through,” Cummings said. “I always 
thought we were setting ourselves up for 
a Vietnam-like conflict. The Iraqis didn’t 

have to defeat us, they just had to exist.”
He also said he believes the strenuous 

circumstances the soldiers were in took a 
very large toll on them and were greater 
than during the Vietnam War.

“In Vietnam, people were serving two 
to three tours,0 but there are people doing 
five and six tours now,” Cummings said. 
“I think we put our soldiers in difficult 
situations.”

Cummings said he believes the conflict 
in Iraq will “serve as a cautionary tale” in 
the United States for future conflicts.

“Have we achieved enough that [the 
outcome] is worth a loss of lives of our 
soldiers?” he said. “I don’t think it’s worth 
the loss of any lives, personally.”

As for the impact of the war in Iraq, 
Cummings said he does not know what the 
future holds.

“In the short term, they have democracy,” 
he said. “I don’t know if that will hold or 
not.”

Cummings also said he thinks democracy 
is something that needs to come naturally 
to a nation.

“I don’t know that you can force it on 
someone,” he said. nv

n United States troops pray together in 
Iraq. President Barack Obama declared the 
end of Operation Iraqi Freedom Aug. 31.
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Morgan Hoover
Staff Writer

When the school year ends, 
students rush out to start their 
summer, not really thinking of 

wanting to come back. However, what if 
you had no school to come back to? 

That is what happened to Lake High 
School in Toledo. A twister hit the school 
in early June on a Saturday night, severely 
damaging the school building the day 
before their graduation ceremony was to 
take place. 

Lake High School principal Mrs. Lee 
Herman showed up at the school around 
11:45 p.m. just 20 minutes after the tornado 
ripped through the town. 

“This is the kind of thing that happens 
somewhere else and you see it on the 
news,” Herman said. “I guess today we are 
somewhere else.”

Almost immediately, the administrative 
team met to discuss where they would hold 
their graduation ceremony, but could not 
because of the damage. They also discussed 
where to send students to school at the start 
of the school year. 

The graduation was rescheduled for 
Tuesday and was held in a building donated 
for use by Owens Community College, 
which is near the high school. 

Although no students were killed when 
the high school was hit by the tornado, 
the school lost many student creations, 
both artistic and academic that cannot be 

replaced. Insurance, however, will replace 
almost all other material things.

“Our community has come out of this 
stronger and more committed than we ever 
were,” said Herman. “This has been the 
most positive thing to come from this.” 

The rebuilding of the school will take 
about two years. 

“We will be able to build a new building 
at some point and have primary cost go 
to an insurance company instead of our 
community,” Herman said. “If we can get 
through the next couple of years, opening a 
new building will be an exciting time.” 

As a result of a partial insurance 

settlement, the school was able 
to install an artificial turf football 
field on the main campus which 
was named “Lake Community 
Stadium.” The current plan for 
2011 graduation is to hold an 
outdoor, evening graduation on 
the field. 

“[It is] where we feel we 
belong,” Herman said.

Although the tornado 
destroyed homes, took loved 
ones from families and ripped 
through much of the town, not 
all homes were destroyed. Lake 

junior Cody Gorsuch was fortunate enough 
to experience the latter. 

“My first thought when I heard about 
the tornado was to turn on the television,” 
Gorsuch said. “My house didn’t get hit and 
nothing seemed too bad, but I kept getting 

Tornado damages Ohio school

“This is the kind of 
thing that happens 
somewhere else and 
you see it 
on the news”

–Mrs. Lee Herman 

texts from my friends asking if I was alright.
So, I knew something was up.”

The next morning the town started 
hearing stories and saw what happened the 
night before.  

“When I first heard about the school, my 
cousin told me it [suffered] some damage, 
but as the night went on, I heard that it had 
been destroyed,” Gorsuch said.

 Even 
t h o u g h 
G o r s u c h 
was not 
a f f e c t e d 
by the 
tornado, he 
still helped 
with relief 
efforts. 

“ T h e 
next couple 
of days, 
looking at 
everything 
and helping 
clean up 
r e a l l y 
s h o w e d 
how bad it 
was,” he 
said. 

Gorsuch 
and his 
classmates 
are now 

a t t e n d i n g 
school in the borrowed building from 
Owens Community College. 

“The hallways are small, most 
classrooms have garage doors, and there’s 
only two bathrooms in the whole place.” 
Gorsuch said. “I feel we’ve adapted pretty 
well with what we have.”

 From this disaster seven people lost 
their lives, one school was destroyed, and a 
community was brought together.

Gorsuch even saw optimism in 
attending school in a building with only 
two bathrooms.

“At first, we though we’d be split 
between the schools around us,” he said. 
“So it’s pretty cool that we were able to 
stay together.” nv
n Roofers work on repairing a home that 
was damaged by a tornado. There were 
three tornadoes total and five people were 
killed in the June tornados.
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Kelsea Daniluk
Staff Writer

Construction on Seventh Street continues

Stark treasurer steals from county
Mara Nickel
Staff Writer

Former Stark County chief-deputy 
treasurer Vincent Frustaci was 
sentenced to 10 years in federal 

prison for the theft of $2.96 million dollars 
from Stark County and Stark County 
taxpayers.

Frustaci embezzled the money from 2005 
through 2009 to support 
his gambling addiction.  
According to MedicineNet.
com, stealing money is one 
of many complications of 
gambling addictions.  

Frustaci is required to 
pay back as much as he 
can, including 25 percent of 
prison earnings and 20 percent of earnings 
after release. 

AP Government and Politics teacher Mr. 
Glenn Cummings said he does not think 
Frustaci will ever be able to pay off all of 
his debt. 

“Perhaps his punishment will be enough 

for stealing money from the pockets of 
citizens during this economic struggle,” he 
said.

Cummings said he can recall several 
other instances of local government 
officials betraying public’s trust, including 
former U.S. representative from Ohio’s 18th 
congressional district, Bob Ney and former 
U.S. congressman Jim Traficant from the 

Youngstown area. Ney was jailed for fraud, 
and Traficant was recently released from 
prison after serving time for bribery. 

“When you’re given public trust, and 
you violate that trust, that is one of the 
worst things you can do,” Cummings said. 

Junior Taylor Zhang agrees Frustaci 

abused his position. 
“ He only had his own interests in mind,” 

he said. 
Frustaci’s boss, Gary Ziegler, also took 

the fall for Frustaci’s actions and was 
fired from his position as Stark County 
Treasurer. 

“I wished he would have resigned and 
taken responsibility for his mistake,” 

Cummings said.
Zhang said he believes 

Ziegler is the main reason 
the scam continued  for so 
long. 

“For being in such a 
high-power position, he 
should have been constantly 

looking over Frustaci’s shoulder,” he said.  
Voters will have the opportunity to 

elect a new Stark County treasurer Nov. 2, 
2010.  

“Citizens should always have to check 
and question government,” Cummings 
said.  “People are not angels and neither are 
people in government.”

While driving down Seventh 
Street during the daily commute 
to school, it is hard to ignore the 

jerks and bumps that jar the car throughout 
the ride. 

Many students said they have noticed 
the streets of North Canton are under 
repair and affecting their travel. 

Junior Derick Damron said he 
feels the repairs are a nuisance. 

“I find it really annoying that 
I have to constantly search for 
alternate routes,” he said. 

However, according to Bruce 
Bernhard, an Engineering 
Department employee,  most of 
North Canton citizens do not mind 
the construction.

“I haven’t heard many 
complaints,” he said. “People are 
just taking alternate routes.”

The cost of the project is also a concern 
for some, but a grant from the Ohio Public 

Works Commission is paying for a majority 
of the repairs.

“The total cost of the project is about 
$1.56 million,” Bernhard said. “A grant 
from the state is paying for $1.51 million 
of that.”

Damron said he is not sure why the 
construction is taking place.

“Besides putting in new sidewalks, I 
don’t really know what they’re doing,” 
Damron said.

Though installing new sidewalks 
and decorative lamp posts is part of the 
plan, there are other installations that are 
necessary to the city.

“This is the fifth phase of the North Main 
Street Reconstruction project,” Bernhard 
said. “This project includes the relocation 
of certain utilities, such as gas and water 

lines, and the resurfacing of the 
road.”

Damron said he does not have 
much hope as to the end of the 
construction.

“It seems like North Canton 
can never finish a construction 
project,” he said. 

Bernhard said he would like 
to assure the students that their 
frustration will indeed come to an 
end.

“The water line replacement on 
Seventh Street should be wrapped 

up,” he said. “The slot where it was replaced 
is bumpy and will be resurfaced later on, 
but that should be the only thing left.”nv

“I wished he would have resigned 
and taken responsibility for his 
mistake.”{ }—Mr. Glenn Cummings

nv

“It seems like North 
Canton can never finish 
a construction project.” 
— Derick Damron
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nThe North Canton Playhouse’s Produc-
tion of “Sweeney Todd” will be Oct. 29-
31  at the Canton Palace Theatre.Tickets 
are on sale for $25. 

nSix months after Hurricane Katrina hit, 
Hoover broadcast and print journal-
ism students traveled to the gulf to help 
rebuild Bay High school. The students 
raised more than $14,000 through fund-
raisers and were given the opportunity to 
produce a documentary about the devas-
tation and the attempts to rebuild.  Re-
cently, WLOX News in New Orleans ran a 
story about broadcast and print journal-
ism’s efforts. 

nThe homecoming dance will be held 
Sept. 25 at 7:00 pm in the gym. The fol-
lowing students (above) are this year’s 
attendants; freshmen Karissa Haasz 
and Joey Jackson, sopomores Morgan 
Landy and Jim Hammontree, juniors Em-
ily Bergert and Taylor Zhang and seniors 
Ali Grandjean, Hannah Tavallali, Yuchen 
Liu and Lucas Rife.

n The Federal League was chosen by the 
Ohio High School Athletic Association to 

Abbot’s Blinds & Window
   Fashions
Belmont Business Systems/
   John and Patty Crofford 
Consumers National Bank
Darrell N. Markijohn, Esq., LLC
Drs. Belles & Rath - Family
   Optometrists
Drs. Brandau & Unger - General 
   & Family Dentistry 
Dr. Gary L. Giammarco 
Homer R. Richards Co., LPA
Key Investment Services, LLC 
Peggy Yoos
Kumon Math and Reading
The Barbush Family

Patron
Subscribers

receive the Harold A. Meyer Sportsman-
ship Award. Our league is the only league 
in Ohio that qualified for this honor.

nThe Fellowship of Christian Students 
(FCS) held its See You At The Pole Sept. 
22. FCS annually participates in the glob-
al day of student prayer.

nThe Culinary Arts program will partici-
pate in a presentation with Mrs. Fran-
ces Strickland at Acme Fresh Market 
on Main Street Sept. 27. The governor’s 
wife is speaking to students about Fam-
ily Meal Night, observed on the fourth 
Monday of September as part of a week-
long celebration of Ohio Parents Week, to 
promote the concept of building stronger 
families through regular meals at home.

nThe marching band competed againist 
other Ohio schools in the Hall of Fame 
Battle of the Bands Aug. 7. Overall, 
Hoover received first place at the Hall of 
Fame parade. 

nThe volleyball team won the annual 
Cloverleaf Tournament for the first time 
Sept. 11.  
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Have you noticed some new faces 
in the halls during the school day? 
These people may be Hoover’s four 

foreign exchange students. Three are from 
Germany and one is from Montenegro. 
There is also one coming from China who 
has not yet arrived.

“Most of our foreign exchange students 
have been from Germany or Brazil, but we 
have many other countries represented,” 
said guidance counselor Mrs. Barbara 
Tarantino. 

While some students may believe that 
there are more foreign exchange students 
this year, Tarantino said otherwise. 

“We are limited to six per year. Usually 
we have four to five,” she said. 

In recent history, there has been an 
overall drop in the number of foreign 
exchange students, and she attributes this 
to the 9/11 tragedy.

“Before 9/11, we were filled every 
year,” Tarantino said. “After 9/11, there 
was a decrease. We think foreign families 
might have been hesitant to send their kids 
to the United States.”

Seniors Jovana Vucevic, Esther 
Tenschert, Lisa Hirschpek and Silas 
Bredemeier decided to come to the United 
States. 

Jovana Vucevic
Vucevic is from Montenegro, a country 

in Europe located near Serbia. One major 
difference she sees between her home 
country and the United States is food 
choices.

“In my country we eat a lot of organic 
food,” she said. “You have a lot of fast 
food.”

However, there is one kind of fast food 
she does not mind.

“I like Starbucks,” Vucevic said. 
In addition to Starbucks, Vucevic said 

she likes the different school system here. 
“I had fifteen subjects, and they switched 

every day,” she said. “I like the school 
subjects because here I have six and there 
I had fifteen.”

She said  her first impression of Hoover 
was that there were a lot of people in the 
hallways. Hoover’s schedule is different as 
well. Vucevic’s home school started at 7:30 
a.m. and went to 1 p.m. or 2 p.m. in the 
afternoon. They also lacked one class that 
many Hoover students have.

“We didn’t have study hall,” Vucevic 
said. “We studied at home.”

Vucevic said  some of the things she 
studied were the four languages she 
speaks.

“Everyone was impressed that I could 
speak English, Italian and Serbian,” she 
said. “I took French for a year and now I’m 
taking Spanish.”

Vucevic said one of her reasons for 
coming to the United States was improving 
her English. However, she had other 
reasons. 

“If I went to another place in Europe, 
it would be similar,” Vucevic said. “The 
United States is a different world.”

Esther Tenschert
Tenschert, a German exchange student, 

also has a talent for languages. 
“I had English for five years,” she said. 

“I started with English, the next year Latin 
and then two years of French.”

She also took Italian after school. After 
school at Hoover, she practices with the JV 
girls’ tennis team. She also is involved with 
Student Council and plans on joining the 
Spanish and German clubs. Tenschert  said 
she believes these activities made it easier 
for her to fit in here.

“Somehow it’s easier because you 
choose your activities and you have the 
same interests,” she said. “It’s also easier 
because American and German cultures are 
so similar.” 

That is not to say, however, Hoover and 
her school back in Germany do not have 
their share of differences. 

Four exchange students come to Hoover
Catherine Morris 
Staff Writer

A new experience:
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vacation.
“I went to Florida for two weeks with 

my family for vacation, and I wanted to 
stay, so I came back here,” she said.

Silas Bredemeier
Bredemeier’s reason for coming to the 

United States also started as a short trip 
here not so long ago.

“I got so many little impressions from a 
choir trip, and I wanted to stay again for a 
longer time,” he said. 

He is involved in the Hi-Los and 
Mens’ Chorus here at Hoover, along with 
participating in German club and Cross 
Country. 

Sports like Cross Country were not 
popular at his school back in Germany. 
Other differences include school size and 
the school system.

“I like that I have my favorite classes 
every day,” Bredemeier said. 

Bredemeier said the language barrier 
had an effect on what classes he took.

“I just took easy classes,” he said. “I 
didn’t want to take an AP class because of 
the language.” 

Although he likes the courses he is 
taking at Hoover, Bredemeier’s favorite 
thing about the United States has to do with 
food.

“Cold Stone [Creamery],” he said. “I 
love Cold Stone and cupcakes.”

With good ice cream and activities he 
enjoys, Bredemeier is looking forward to a 
good school year.

“I’m just having a good time, and I 
think the school year is going to be a great 
experience,” he said. 

The foreign exchange students will have 
the same experiences as all Hoover seniors, 
right down to commencement. 

“They go through the graduation 
ceremony and get a certificate of attendance, 
but not a diploma,” Tarantino said. “We 
like them to go to Prom and things like that 
so they get the whole experience of being 
a senior.” nv

“Hoover is a lot bigger,” Tenschert 
said. “You’re with your homeroom class 
the entire day, and you have a different 
schedule every day [at home].”

She said her school at home does not 
have lockers or the level of school spirit 
Hoover does. Her school in Germany also 
starts later.

“My school in Germany starts at 8 
a.m.,” Tenschert said. “And my lunch at 
Hoover is really early. It’s more breakfast 
than lunch.”

Regardless of what time they start, 
Tenschert loves the classes at Hoover.

“They’re fun and interesting,” she said. 
It’s new, different and exciting.”

Lisa Hirschpek
Hirschpek said she, another foreign 

exchange student, also likes the classes 
here. 

“I like that I can take what classes I 
want,” she said.

Tarantino said the foreign exchange 
students pick their classes just like Hoover 
students.

“They go through the book and decide 
what classes they can take,” she said. 

Along with taking classes she enjoys, 
Hirschpek is involved in activities like 
Spanish club and German club and soccer. 
She said sports were different at her school 
in Germany.

“We don’t have school sports,” she said. 
“We have club sports.”

Although Hoover and her home school 
are about the same size, Hirschpek’s first 
impression of Hoover was that it was big.

“Everything’s bigger here,” she said. 
While being in a big country, she 

discovered a need for transportation. This 
bothers Hirschpek. 

However, one thing she does like is the 
attitude of the people.

“Everyone is very open and friendly,” 
Hirschpek said. 

Hirschpek’s reason for coming to 
the United States is because of a family 

CELESTE GOLDIE

SILAS BREDEMEIER

RACHEL BARAN

“The United States is
a different

world.”- Jovana Vucevic

LISA HIRSCHPEK
RACHEL BARAN
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Economy effects Hoover students.
Teens struggle to get jobs

All around the high school, students 
are looking for jobs. Whether they 
have just turned 16 or are about to 

be 18, almost every student is trying to get 
a job or already has one. 
   Some students, like junior Kimberly Rap-
er, need a job to help save up for things like 
college and a car.

“My parents are starting to worry about 
their jobs,” She said. “And I need to be 
more independent.”

Raper said she has been looking for a 
job for a long time, but has so far been un-
successful. 

“[I’ve been looking for] nine months,” 
she said. 

Raper also said she has tried applying 
for a job at many different locations in vari-
ous fields of work.

“[I have applied at] department stores 
[and] restaurants,” Raper said. “Sometimes 
fast food places, too.” 

However, some students have been 

able to get jobs fairly 
quickly after beginning 
their search.

Senior Maria D’Auria 
said she did not have to 
look very far to find a job. 

“I had [my job] a week 
into applying, just because 
my friend told the manag-
er to hire me,” she said. 

Likewise, senior Mar-
tino Popa searched for 
three months to find his 
current job at Mama Guz-
zardi’s; he said a friend 
of his helped him get the 
job. 

“I’m starting to realize 
that with the economy, if 
you don’t know people 
it’s difficult to get in any-
where,” Martino said.

Even though having a 
job may cut into their so-
cial and homework time, 
both Popa and D’Auria 

Jenna Romell 
Staff Writer

n Senior Martino Popa washes dishes at 
Mama Guzzardi’s. He found the job after 
a three-month search. nJunior Kim Raper 
fills out an application. n (Opposite from 
left) Senior Mandy Wise with sister, Hoo-
ver graduate Megan in Las Vegas. n Wise 
on vacation in Disney World. n Wise with 
friends Senior Olivia Sutter and Senior 
Alyssa Sutter at an Ohio State football 
game.

“I’m starting to realize that with the 
economy, if you don’t know people 

it’s difficult to get in anywhere.”
-Martino Popa 
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said they are glad they have their jobs.
“I lose about three days a week, and 

usually most of my weekend,” Popa said. 
“For some that seems insane, but I [have 
to] make money somehow and I had to sac-
rifice weekends.” 

D’Auria agreed.
“I like having my own money,” she 

said.
While having a job may have its down-

falls, Popa said there are many advantages 
to it as well.

“There are times I hate my job,” Popa 
said. “It gets very repetitive and it’s very 
fast paced on some days. I also really enjoy 
it though; I’ve met tons of awesome people 
and enjoy working with everyone.”nv



For the second consecutive year, 
Hoover High School is starting the 
year off right by having one of its 

students selected as the first Repository 
Teen of the Month of the year.

Senior Mandy Wise was selected to 
be Teen of the Month for the month of 
September. Wise said she was ecstatic 
when she learned she had been selected. 

“I was super 
excited about being 
chosen,” she said. 
“But I owe a lot 
to my friends and 
family and teachers 
and coaches for 
helping me be so 
well-rounded. I try to distribute my time 
between academics, arts and athletics and 
it paid off in the end, I think.”

Wise said she was surprised to find out 
she had been chosen.

“I’ve always looked in the newspaper, 
ever since I was little, to see the Teen of 
the Month because I thought that was so 
cool,” she said. “But I never thought I’d 
eventually be one of them.”

Throughout her years at Hoover High 
School, Wise has been a very active 
student, both in the classroom and beyond. 
Besides being an excellent student, she has 
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Wise named Teen of  the Month
her recommendations for Teen of the 
Month. 

“I think they’re both wonderful 
educators,” she said. 

Cindea said she was happy to recommend 
Wise because of her personality and her 
ability to balance her schoolwork and 
extracurricular activities.

“She’s a good kid,” Cindea said. “She’s 
always positive and such a good role 
model.”

Woods agrees.
“The recommendation was a piece of 

cake,” he said. “It was easy because of the 
person she is. I could have written books 
and books about Mandy, but they wanted 
four to five sentences.”

Woods said Wise’s patience and natural 
curiosity are some of her best attributes.

“She looks not just for a solution, but 
how the pieces fit together,” he said.

Cindea and Woods both said Wise is 
never afraid to take ownership of a situation 
or to be challenged, which is part of what 
makes her such a good student.

Wise said she sometimes finds it difficult 
to be committed to all the activities she is 
involved in but values her time management 
skills.

“I’m extremely busy, so sometimes it’s 
hard to put [my] best into everything,” she 
said. “But I’ve learned how to prioritize my 

life and get everything done.” nv

been involved with Leadership Council 
and Teen Institute (TI) for four years and 
student council for two years. She has also 
been class historian for two years, and was 
elected secretary of National Honor Society 
for the 2010-2011 school year. 

Wise said TI is one of her favorite 
activities.

“It’s a group where you get to have fun 
without using drugs and alcohol, and it’s 
good to know that there are other kids in 

the school 
who do that,” 
she said.

Wise is 
also involved 
with AGAPE 
Girls and 
Ohio Reads. 

She has been a member of choir all four 
years at Hoover and was in Hi-Notes for 
two years before becoming a Hi-Lo this 
year and has been in the school musical 
since her sophomore year.

 As for athletics, Wise said she has been 
playing tennis for 10 years, including her 
four years at Hoover. She also helps out with 
kids’ tennis clinics during the summer. 

 “I love to get involved and meet new 
people and step out of my comfort zone,” 
Wise said.

Wise said she chose Mrs. Tina Cindea 
and Mr. Darrell Woods to write 

“I owe a lot to my friends and family 
and teachers and coaches for 
helping me be so well-rounded.”

- Mandy Wise

Alexa Costi
Staff Writer
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“I’ve learned to stick with something, 
to kind of go through it until the end.” 

-Sam Hankins
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To most, family is important. To 
sophomore Sam Hankins, family 
has played a central role in the 

shaping of his life. 
Hankins said his brother, Hoover 

graduate James Hankins, has been a big 
inspiration. 

“I’ve always looked up to my brother,” 
he said. “I’ve tried things just because he 
did them before.”

Hankins’s mother, Anne Hankins, said 
Sam has always tried to follow in his 
brother’s footsteps. 

“James has been a good role model for 
him,” she said. “He’s always taken care 
of him and helped him out as much as he 
could.”

Among his brother’s many influences 
has been the marching band. 

“[I joined] because my brother was 
in band, and I love playing the drums,” 
Hankins said. 

Through his involvement in band, 
Hankins met his close friend, sophomore 
Mike Coduto, who said their likenesses are 
what perpetuate their friendship. 

“I met Sam last year,” Coduto said. “We 
both play the drums, do the same stupid 
stuff and have the same sense of humor.”

Another influence of his brother’s was 
hockey, which he has been playing for 
about 12 years. Hankins said he has learned 
many valuable lessons through hockey. 

“I’ve learned to stick with something, to 
kind of go through until the end,” he said. 

Hankins said his parents have also been 
a great influence to him. 

“I was born in Australia, raised in 
Australia,” Anne Hankins said. “Samuel 
and James were both born in Australia.”

In addition to traveling to Australia, the 
family’s moves have also been affected 
by Hankins’ father’s involvement in the 
military. 

“Since my dad was in the army, my 
family has been in all kinds of places,” 
Hankins said. “They lived in Jordan, a few 

hankins

“I’ve learned to stick with something, 
to kind of go through it until the end.” 

-Sam Hankins
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places in America and finally settled down 
in Ohio.”

Hankins said the decision to stay in Ohio 
was made possible by his father’s departure 
from the army. 

“Samuel’s dad got out of the military 
when Samuel was three,” she said. “But 
even though Samuel has only lived in North 
Canton, he’s gotten to travel a lot.”

Hankins said his favorite place he has 
visited is the Great Barrier Reef, where he 
snorkeled, being too young at the time to 
scuba dive. 

“You could see all these different fish; 
the water was crystal clear,” he said. “It’s 
hard to explain, but if you ever go there, it’s 
one of the greatest places you can see.”

The Reef’s influence was great on the 
family. 

“Samuel has always said  he wanted to do 
marine biology, but I think it was partially 
because his big brother was doing it,” Mrs. 

Hankins said. “But now he’s started to like 
regular biology; he’s started taking PBS at 
school and is loving it.”

Although Hankins said he is not 
completely sure what he wants to do later in 
life, he is certain it will be biology related. 

“I like the fact that it’s kind of like a 
puzzle, that you have to figure everything 
out for yourself. That’s why I like math—
because you can’t get a second answer. It 
has to be one thing,” he said. 

Hankins said that the mystery is what he 
enjoys most about biology. 

“It’s like a guessing game,” he said. 
Whatever Hankins pursues, Anne 

Hankins said she will support him.
“He’s always enjoyed the sciences,” she 

said. “Hopefully that will be something 
that he will continue to enjoy.”

Anne Hankins said she believes  being a 
hard worker will get Hankins far.

I am very proud of Sam,” she said. 
“He’s had to struggle at times, but he 
always gives everything his best. He’s just 
a caring, friendly kid.”

Coduto agreed. 
“I could never see him turning his back 

on anyone,” he said. nv
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learn:
Located in the heart of the city, the College of Wooster 

is a quaint campus with opportunities to grow both as a 
student and scholar.

Founded in 1866, the school is well known for its 
independent study program. Seniors have their entire year to 
complete a research paper that has to be specifically based on 
the major. Students receive a Tootsie Roll, a school tradition, 
upon turning in their papers.

Another school tradition includes their Scottish Bagpipes–a 
$5,000 scholarship is included if a student plays the instrument. 
Their nickname is the Fighting Scots. 

Wooster is ranked in the top ten colleges in the United States 
that best prepare undergraduates and it is a college mainly 
based in the arts and sciences. However, they do provide 
several majors in other areas of study. 

The average ACT score to be admitted at Wooster ranges 

College of Wooster
from 24-29 and the average SAT score is between 
1660-1950. It costs $46,048 to attend and the 
school has a 72 percent acceptance rate. 

Along with strong academics, the school offers 
many sports, including a variety of club sports 
such as equestrian, juggling, cricket, ice hockey 
and ultimate frisbee.

Pictured above is a notable building on campus 
that includes Kauke Arch. When there is a snow 
storm, students gather and attempt to fill the 
arch with snow in hopes of canceling classes the 
following day. 

Since the student to teacher ratio is 11:1, The 
College of Wooster offers a small, liberal arts 
education to a variety of students.    
              – AJ Crofford
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earn:
Graphic Designer
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Everywhere you go you are surrounded by the work of 
graphic designers. Graphic designers play a major role 
in making the things you see every day like billboards, 

posters, CD covers, newspapers, magazines, company logos 
and much more. A major part of graphic design is the usage 
of graphics, pictures, words and colors to tell a message 
effectively.

The first thing a designer has to do upon starting a design is 
figure out what the client needs or wants the design to do.

Then the designer moves on to the drawing board. Sketches 
start pouring out on paper or on a computer and the designer 
starts to get his thoughts out in more visible ways. Once the 
designer finishes his design concept, he’ll send it to the client 
for feedback. If the client approves, the designer will move on 
and design the layout in a program like Adobe InDesign. From 
there it is a short trip to the final design and paycheck. If the 

client does nor  approve, it’s “back to the drawing 
board” until a concept that the client likes comes 
out.

In this day and age of computer and print 
media, graphic designers are in demand. Graphic 
designers can earn anywhere from $26,000 to 
$74,000 yearly. Most graphic designers work in 
design firms, but some work freelance and do 
individual design jobs for whomever they choose. 
Now more and more graphic designers are delving 
into the realm of web design and animation to add 
to their skills. According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, such designers will stand more of a 
chance of getting hired in the highly competitive 
and expanding job market. 

—Andrew Krigline
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The other 
day, I was 
w a l k i n g 

down the hallway 
and I heard these 
two freshmen girls 
with greasy hair 
making sounds 
with their mouths. 
One of them 
was complaining 
about how her 

boyfriend never texts her back and how 
he’s just been acting weird ever since he 
got back from that YoungLife retreat. And 
on top of that, it was freezing in her math 
class and she left her Northface jacket in 
her locker.

That’s when I 
made my disgusted 
face, walked over 
to those little girls, 
and said, “OH 
MY GOODNESS, 
STORY OF MY 
LIFE!” Sometimes people just take the 
words right out of my mouth, I swear! 

But suddenly, I decided that was just 
the tip of the iceberg. Sometimes I feel 
like my life is one big hot potato that I 
can’t seem to pass off to the person next 
to me. Other times I feel like whenever 
I try to use metaphors to explain my 
feelings, no one seems to understand 
me. Life is so unfair and I just can’t take it 
anymore! People who are always positive 
make me want to vomit. Because we all 
know there’s only one feeling worse than 
a optimism−and that’s constipation.

Recently I took a trip to the local 
Family Video store. I desperately needed 
to pick up a movie and I also thought it 
would be fun to see if there was anyone 
I knew perusing the adult film section. 
Unfortunately the only person I saw was 
an old woman buying a pickle-in-a-bag so 
I found my copy of “Furry Vengeance” and 
went to the check-out desk. 

This is when it started to get messy. 
You see, my family has some dirty laundry 
when it comes to our “late fees.” So dirty, 
in fact, that we’ve had our copy of “Baby 

Kyle Marcus
life is so unfair!

this will offend you

Mama,” which was a 5-day rental, for over 
two years. I guess we just forgot to take it 
back. Anyways, the worker lady wouldn’t 
let me check out any movies.

I was furious when she told me this. 
How dare those Family Video workers sit 
on a pedestal and punish me for my past 
video-renting sins! it’s like they think they 
work at Blockbuster and therefore can 
standup for themselves. Family Video has 
bigger fish to fry than me and my late fees 
between their unsupervised adult film 
section and the old ladies who come in 
just to buy a pickle-in-a-bag once a day. 

Another thing that is so unfair about 
my life is that everyone else seems to 
have over 1,000 friends on Facebook 

except me. It’s so 
annoying when 
people make a 
Facebook account 
and have 1,200 
friends a week 
later. Like, are 
you kidding me? It 

took me over a year to get to 397! There 
is no way those people know over 1,000 
people. What cheating pigs! I bet they 
just made hundreds of fake Facebook 
accounts to add as friends. Well, I can 
see right through that and so can the 
quarter of your friends list that actually 
consists of real people!

What’s even more annoying is when 
a kid’s mother has over 1,000 friends. I 
mean, who let them have access to the 
internet, anyway? It’s super annoying 
when parents friend their kid’s friends on 
Facebook, as if that’s socially acceptable. 
I mean, I’ll say hi to you in public but don’t 
expect for me to like your statuses about 
doing laundry and if you even think about 
poking me, I’m calling the police! Even 
when an adult says “Happy Birthday!” on 
my wall, I just feel really uncomfortable.

There is so much more that I could 
whine about but you know what? That’s it. 
I can’t do anymore complaining. Columns 
in this paper are only allowed to be one-
page long. Don’t even get me started on 
how much that makes me want to rip my  
thankfully not greasy hair out!

“suddenly, i decided that was just

the tip
of the iceberg.”

books
we love
Never tell anybody anything. If you 

do, you start missing everybody.” 
The iconic last words of J.D. 

Salinger’s epic novel, The Catcher in the 
Rye are the voice of our youth. 

Told in two narratives, the novel 
begins with Salinger’s personification of 
teenage youth: Holden Caulfield, talking to 
someone, presumably in a mental institution 
or hospital. Thus begins our journey with 
Holden through his experience after being 
kicked out of boarding school for the 
umpteenth time. Shifting narrative, Holden 
travels to New York City, where he lives, 
but is afraid to return home because of his 
awaiting parents.

The majority of the novel follows 
Holden on various escapades throughout 
the city, including a date with a girl he does 
not really like and a visit to an old teacher.   

Although Holden has difficulty creating 
lasting relationships and friendships, the 
one person he truly loves and cares about 
is his younger sister. He decides to run 
away, but must inform his sister first, but 
his decision backfires, as his sister wants to 
go with him. As he sits and watches her on 
a merry-go-round he ponders all the events 
that led him to the place he is at.

The Catcher in the Rye is a masterpiece 
of fiction that has not lost its significance 
six decades after its original publishing. 
Holden Caulfield is the original angsty teen 
whose parents “just don’t get it.” The use of 
colloquial diction creates a text appealing 
to any high school student. 

Although Salinger’s masterpiece 
received a lot of critical backlash initially, 
it has been recognized in lists of the best 
American novels and as one of the best 
novels ever written. 

Salinger’s hermit existence also creates 
appeal and mystery for Catcher in the 
Rye.  Although his novel is one of the most 
talked about and published books of all 
time, J.D. Salinger ceased to exist publicly 
long before his death in Jan. 2010.

-caroline hill



A warm welcome home

Mosque sparks debate

Bumpy roads ahead 
President Barack Obama announced Aug. 31 the end of combat 

operations in Iraq. Although his announcement sparked numerous 
controversies, we at The Viking Views are happy to hear the war 
in Iraq will soon be over. 

The almost nine-year conflict has put a strain on the United 
States economy and our troops. It will be a warm welcome home 
for many when the final few make their way back to the United 
States. 

Although not all troops will be removed from Iraq, the few 
that remain will not be engaged in combat, and Obama said in his 
speech our agreement with the Iraqi government is to withdraw all 
troops by the end of 2011. 

We have nothing but gratitude for our thousands of troops 
who have dedicated the last nine years to protecting our soil and 
trying to better Iraq, not to mention the thousands who have died 
in service.

We also want to express our condolences for those American 
and British troops who have died, as well as the countless number 
of innocent Iraqi citizens.

We hope our troops receive a warm welcome home from friends 
and family, as well as every citizen in this country. 

Whether or not you supported the conflict in Iraq or the current 
conflict in Afghanistan, please remember our troops are dedicated 
Americans who are fighting to keep this country safe from harm 
and should receive the gratitude they deserve.

“We strive to provide our honest opinions while representing all 
sides, and to fairly portray the student body’s expressions.”

  Our Mission

Reportedly, there is to be a community center containing a 
mosque built two blocks away from Ground Zero. This little plan 
has turned into a huge controversy because some find it offensive 
to the people affected by the 9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001. Even 
though the mosque and community center are a couple blocks 
away from Ground Zero is there really a correlation between the 
two? From either site you cannot see the other at all. It would 
also be extremely unconstitutional to prevent this building to be 
constructed because of their right to construct a building by law. 
This country supports all religions and to prevent one religion 
from building a community center and mosque to support them 
seems unfair. The building used to be a Men’s Warehouse. Is that 
land some sort of huge significance to the city? Sure you can claim 
that it is offensive to the people affected by 9/11 but that should not 
interfere with something that could be related.

We at The Viking Views believe the mosque should be built 
without question because they have religious freedom to have a 
center to represent what they and their community believe.  
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On your ride to and from school every day, have you noticed 
the roads are a little bumpy? What about when you are driving in 
the right lanes along Main Street? 

Of course most have noticed the jostling of these unevenly 
paved roads, unless you are clever enough to always take back 
streets or helicopter in to school every morning.

Seriously, though, construction is a prime method of 
improvement and of course it is difficult to do roadwork on a road 
that is impossible to close down completely, like Main Street. 
Apparently, Hoover was just a little unlucky when the construction 
crept into the intersections of Seventh and Tenth streets as well. 

The Viking Views encourages the continual progress of 
improving our city’s roads until they are deemed finished. We 
appreciate the workers who go out there every day no matter what 
temperature or other weather conditions. 

Sure, driving along Seventh and Tenth streets has not likely 
been the favorite part of your daily commute to school, but 
construction is a necessary part of life. As long as there are roads 
to drive on, there will be construction.

In fact, the end result of these bumpy roads will be well-
worth the inconvenience. Brand new lamp posts will be installed 
in addition to new sidewalks and underneath the surface, gas 
and waters lines will be changed. And of course, the road will 
eventually be resurfaced. Those pesky bumps and jerks on your 
way to school will soon be nonexistent, something we all will be 
able to appreciate.



Field trips because they are very benefi-
cial to learning. It also lets kids experience  
places that they might not normally think 
to go. Also, hands-on learning is fun.

 – Breanna Ganuelas, 10

I think they should spend our money on 
new computers, because the old ones are 
really slow.

 – Courtney Gold, 9

The district should spend our money on 
more books. Classes are sharing books 
due to a shortage. Students should be 
able to take home new, up-to-date books. 
Money should also go towards new car-
pet, it’s starting to become disgusting.

 – Breanna Webster, 11

I think that because the teachers won’t 
print stuff out for us, we should spend 
money on paper. 

 – Jillian Warburton, 11

The district should spend money on fix-
ing leaky ceilings. Also, on fixing sinks 
and locks in the rest rooms.

– Klarissa Calhoun, 11

The district should be spending our money 
on extracurricular activities, which give 
students incentives to work harder. Taking 
funding from activities only hurts students. 
Spending money on unnecessary things, 
like a new gym floor, is asinine when it 
gives no real benefit to the students.

 – Adare Chance, 11

I think they should be spending money on 
improving schools and extracurricular ac-
tivities that they cut funding on (like less 
football and more debate).

  – Laura Kingsley, 11

The district should be spending our money 
on busing. There is a very limited num-
ber of buses and a lot of people who need 
rides. A lot of people are squished on the 
bus, and my bus will sometimes contain 
three people to a seat. It’s overcrowded 
and I can’t stand it.  

 – Ashlee Whitmer, 9

The district should be spending our money 
on computers, new books, and they should 
pay for dances.

 – Kathleen Fletcher, 10

More buses. My bus is crowded and 
sometimes we have three people to a seat. 
Our money should also go towards new 
textbooks, because we can’t take home the 
class sets.

 – Jarret Hickman, 10

Definitely new computers, because the 
ones we have are dinosaurs.

 – Neville Hardman, 11
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Views
yOur What should the school district be 

spending our money on?

I think our district should spend money 
keeping the school warmer in the winter 
because it’s always freezing.

 – Alexis Price, 12

New computers! Some of them are so old 
and slow.

 – Hunter Bazzoli, 10
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Kyle Lemmon, 11:
“I think the newspaper 
is too professional and 
needs more pictures and 
could get more in touch 
with the students and 
what they want to see.”

student
If you have watched the news at all 

over the course of the past month, 
then I’m sure you have heard all about 

the mosque that a Muslim group is trying 
to build two blocks away from the now 
nonexistent Twin Towers. I’m almost 100 
percent sure most people have a die 
hard opinion about this mosque, but no 
one can seem to agree. Some people 
say, ‘yes it’s okay to build a Muslim holy 
center two blocks from ground zero’ while 
others say ‘no way can you build your holy 
temple on or around the grounds of my 
fallen heroes.’ Personally, I agree with 
the others. 

Everyone remembers Sept. 11, 
2001 as one of the greatest tragedies 
in American history. We remember it as 
a time when 
people were 
rushing out 
and Dad was 
rushing in, or 
the building 
fell and Mom 
was still in there. We remember the FOX 
8 News broadcast of the whole event and 
we remember seeing people jumping 
from buildings. As for me, I remember 
all those people who couldn’t get out. 
I remember all of those fallen heroes. I 
remember all of those firefighters who 
never made it home to their wives and 
kids. And I remember all of the heroes 
that are still with us today; all of those 
who rushed into the building and came 
out with not only their lives but the lives 
of other people as well. 

Then I sit back and ask myself why 
this horrible event happened to begin 
with. The sad thing is that the only thing 
that comes to mind is the image of my 
eight-year-old self sitting in a Greentown 
classroom in second grade wondering 
what was happening and why all my 
friends were leaving school that day. Then, 
I remember getting home and finding out 
that ‘bad people had just flown airplanes 
into two buildings in New York called the 
Twin Towers.’ Later, I discovered that 
these ‘bad people were called terrorists 
and that they had a desire to kill the 

views

What do you want to see in

Paiton Swope
Disgraced heroes 

Head Swap

American way of 
life.’

As I sit here 
and write this, I 
think about all 
the people that 
will probably 
decide that I’m 
a racist after 
reading this. Well 
the truth is, you 
are wrong. This is 
not a race thing, contrary to the belief that 
no matter what, people take everything 
as racist. I simply hate anyone that has 
the desire or the power to interfere with 
my life in any way, shape or form. This has 
nothing to do with being a Muslim or any 

other religion 
out there. It is 
purely about 
what a Muslim  
e x t r e m i s t 
group did to us 
on that fateful 

day when those planes hit. 
Muslims building a mosque in New 

York is really no different than someone 
placing a statue of Adolf Hitler by a Jewish 
synagogue. It is the biggest slap in the 
face that you can bestow upon a country. 
It disregards the people’s way of life and 
their respect for their fallen heroes and 
family members. 

The wounds caused by 9/11 are still 
fresh in our minds, and for the families  
of the victims of this tragedy, they may 
never heal. We as Americans have  come 
to embrace ground zero as a hollowed 
ground in remembrance of those who 
lost and gave their lives on that fateful 
day. We have been striving to keep 
ground zero a cultural and sacred place 
that generations to come can remember 
those who lost their lives.

America is a country that embraces 
all faiths, and each deserves places of 
worship for its followers. However, these 
wretched memories will remain with us 
forever. I merely ask those overseeing the 
construction of this mosque to reconsider 
its location.

“It is no different than putting a statue

of Hitler
by a Jewish synagogue.”

Skyler Correll, 11:
“The Viking Views could 
use more pictures and 
use more relevant topics 
that teens could really get 
involved in.”

Michael Belden, 12:
“I would like more about 
school news rather than 
entertainment.”

Michael French, 10:
“I want to see more inter-
esting articles. Such as 
articles on the history of 
North Canton and more 
about movies, music and 
top box office things.”

Amanda Pitrof, 11:
“I’d like to see more opin-
ionated things, but not 
necessarily politics.”

Lauren Daugherty, 10:
“Coupons for the school 
store and lunch room. 
That would be really 
cool.”
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doing at school. Every year my dad calls 
me off school for the high holidays, and I 
cannot complain, but I never fail to miss 
a big test. 

Then there is Yom Kippur, which is 
more infamous than the rest. This day 
sucks the most because I have to fast 
from sun up to sun down; no eating at 
all! I can’t even go an hour without food. 
Every year I try to be a good Jew, but 
every year I get way too hungry and sneak 
food to my room when no one is around. 
Yeah, I know. Not so holy on the high holy 
days. I suppose there is an upside to Yom 
Kippur, after a day of not eating I get to 
go to someone’s house and eat as much 
food as I physically can. Any time you are 
told you are going to a Jewish family’s 

house, you 
know there 
will be food, 
always.  

The final 
holiday is 
Sukkot; the 
only pain 
about this 

one is building this house structure 
called a Sukkah. It has three sides and 
is completely made out of wood and you 
are supposed to decorate it with natural 
plants. Usually it turns out pretty and we 
eat in it outside, but being the oldest 
sister in my house I get to help set it up 
the most. Saying that I do not like it makes 
me look lazy and, yeah, even though it is 
great bonding time with my family, I seem 
to always be deadbeat when it comes 
time for Sukkah assembly. 

I respect my religion greatly, and a 
lot of it is meaningful to me and makes 
a big impact in my everyday life. I can 
enjoy what my religion has to offer me 
but when it becomes time consuming 
I get annoyed. The high holidays are 
always a very time consuming event, and 
this always gets on my nerves. Well as a 
very reformed Jew, my view on all these 
things is probably similar to a lot of more 
reformed Jewish teens, but personally I 
have never enjoyed these holidays even 
though they are the holiest. 

 op
inion

 |

19

It’s not easy being a jew

Sanchez is as Strauss does

It is that time of 
year again for 
us Jew kids. 

No, not just school 
and dealing with 
all the projects 
for classes. It 
is the “high 
holidays.” Just  
hearing those 
words make me 
cringe. It means 

all the things I dread the most, in a span 
of a month or so. The high holidays are 
all the really important Jewish holidays. 
They do not include Hanukkah and they 
all come at you at once. 

You have Rosh Hashanah, which is the 
Jewish new 
year and 
this, for me, 
i n v o l v e s 
going to my 
p a r e n t ’ s 
f r i e n d s 
house and 
talking to 
old Jewish women who apparently have 
known me since birth, but I can never 
remember them at all. I really do not mind 
that part; it is kind of interesting hearing 
what these ladies have to say, and they 
want to know all about my life and what 
is happening with me these days. That is 
not too bad because they think everything 
I do is awesome, so I enjoy the praise. 
After I talk to people for what seems to 
be a reasonable amount of time I am fed 
remarkable home cooked food, and it is 
all downhill from there. 

I do not think any of you readers know 
what Rosh Hashanah services are like, 
but to sum it up I go to temple and sit in 
an incredibly uncomfortable, stiff chair for 
two to three hours, listening to the Rabbi 
talk about things that don’t mean much 
to me considering I don’t care, being 16 
years old. After that I crash because the 
services end around ten, depending how 
long the Rabbi feels like droning on. The 
next day I get to sleep in as long as I want 
and do the work I am supposed to be 

views

Haely Enot, 11:
“I want some crossword 
puzzles!”

Ben Leeson, 12:
“I’d like to see more edgy 
style of stories that peo-
ple would want to read 
rather than just look at 
pictures–something more 
relatable.”

Nate Peters, 12:
“I would like to see some-
thing about boy scouts.”

Casey Polatas, 10:
“I think the writing is great 
as it is.”

Tara Thacker, 9:
“I’d like to see more of the 
personality profiles this 
year. I like those.”

The Viking Views this year?

Jesse Sanchez-Strauss

“Every year I try to be a good jew ,

but every
year, I get hungry.”

Gabbie Kmiecik, 9:
“I would like an advice 
column in the paper that 
we could write to with our 
problems.”
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Staff Writer

What do Taylor Lautner and 
Hoover have in common?

Junior Kate Pelini and 
freshman Tyler Murphy spent part of last 
summer filming the movies “Abduction” 
and “25 Hill.” 

Pelini was cast as an extra for the film 
“Abduction,” which is about a young adult 
who finds a picture of himself on a missing 
children’s web site. She said she was 
involved in the movie by chance. 

“My aunt lives in Pittsburgh and the 
director asked her if they could use her 
house for a teen party scene,” she said.

Pelini said the filming process was an 
overall interesting experience. 

“It was really weird,” Pelini said. “We 
weren’t allowed to talk even though you 
would think we would be the background 
noise. So we mouthed everything to each 
other and it was silent.” 

Pelini said extras were given fake alcohol 
to drink that was similar to root beer.

“It was gross and no one drank it,” she 
said. 

Pelini said during one scene she was 
walking across the set when someone 
bumped into her and spilled the liquid all 
over her side. 

“I was sure the filmmakers would find 
that on film and post it on Youtube or 
something,” Pelini said. 

The cast of “Abduction” includes Taylor 
Lautner and Jason Isaacs. Pelini said 
meeting both of them was exciting.

“The best part of my day was meeting 
Jason Isaacs,” she said. “He played Lucius 
Malfoy in the Harry Potter movies and it 
was pretty cool to meet him.” 

According to Pelini, Taylor Lautner 
stayed in a house down the road during the 
shooting. 

“There were like 50 girls waiting for 
him to come out in the morning,” she said. 
“It was crazy.” 

“Abduction” is supposed to come out in 
theaters next summer. 

A bit closer to home, Murphy was cast 
for the movie “25 Hill”  filmed in Akron.

“25 Hill” is about a boy named Trey 

(Nathan Gamble) who starts building 
a Soap Box Derby Car with his father 
when his father is employed and killed in 
Afghanistan. The rest of the movie shows 
Trey’s journey to complete his father’s 
dream and win the national Soap Box 
Derby.  

Similar to Pelini, Murphy said he also 
became involved with the film by chance. 

“I heard on the radio that this one movie 
[‘25 Hill’] needed extras for a crowd 
scene,” Murphy said. “The director thought 
I looked the part for a speaking role and I 
was asked to come back to audition.”

Murphy said he auditioned with other 
local kids and landed the role of Dean 
Damski, a Soap Box Derby competitor.

“I’m the jerk of the film,” Murphy said.
His role included about seven lines in a 

scene with the child actor Nathan Gamble 
and various shots of him in the race itself. 

“People don’t get to like me,” he said. 

“It was a different character to play.” 
“25 Hill” was filmed in a sports 

complex nearby in Green, Ohio which was 
reconstructed for the set.

Murphy’s mother, Tricia Murphy, said 
she and the family spent four to five days 
on the set. 

“We all went,” she said. “The family got 
to be extras in the crowd.”

Murphy said the movie is due to come 
out next summer either in theaters, on TV or 
straight to DVD. In the mean time, Murphy 
said he is still receiving updates from the 
people at Team Cherokee productions.

“The production company is still keeping 
contact,” Murphy said. “They’ve sent me 
information for other filming opportunities 
and auditions.” 

However, Murphy said he is only 
looking into movie making. 

“It’s a possibility,” he said. “I think 
anyone would want to go into it.” nv

Students make appearances on silver screen



From NC to the movies The rise of  3D
in 3D. Christopher Nolan, who directed the 
hits “Batman Begins,” “The Dark Knight” 
and most recently, “Inception,” chose not 
to shoot “Inception” in 3D when offered.

“It’s something we’re looking at 
and watching,” Nolan said according 
to screenrant.com. “There are certain 
limitations of shooting in 3D. You have to 
shoot on video, which I’m not a fan of. I 
like shooting on film. And so then you’re 
looking at post-conversion processes which 
are moving forward in exciting ways.” 

Although the film was a success in 2D, 
some people think it would have been 
better in 3D.

“It would be amazing if [‘Inception’] 
was in 3D,” sophomore Elayna Miller 
said. 

3D technology is not only limited to 
movies. Three-dimensional television sets 
and video games that require glasses have 
already been released. Although they allow 
the viewer to see the images in 3D, many 
people, such as junior Mikaela Lopez, do 
not think that it would be worth the trouble 
of wearing the glasses to watch television. 

“It would be a waste of money since you 
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would have to wear the glasses the whole 
time you watch TV,” Lopez said.  

According to technewsworld.com, 
Nintendo announced in June they would 
soon be releasing the 3DS, which is a 
portable 3D video game without glasses. 

“I think that would be cool; it’s like 
virtual reality,” Terrigan said.

 The progress on developing three-
dimensional televisions has moved slowly 
and has presented more of a challenge to 
researchers than the 3D video games.

“A personal display by definition is 
aimed at one viewer at a time, so the stereo 
effect is targeted to one pair of eyes,” the 
vice president and principle analyst of 
Strategy Analytics David Mercer said on 
technewsworld.com. “One of the biggest 
obstacles for TV makers is ensuring that 
several viewers can see 3D in the same 
high quality at the same time, and from an 
infinite number of viewing angles.” 

If “glasses-less” 3D televisions were 
released, Lopez said she would consider 
buying one.

“It would be pretty cool to see stuff pop 
out of your TV,” she said. nv

Shrek Forever After,” “Resident 
Evil: Afterlife,” “Toy Story 3,” 
“Despicable Me” and “Avatar.” 

These movies all have one thing in common: 
they came out to theaters in IMAX 3D.

Three-dimensional movies have become 
a common occurrence in cinemas across the 
United States within the past few years. 

Many Hoover students, as well as people 
around the country, have gone to see them.

Freshman Alyssa Terrigan said she 
enjoys watching  movies in 3D.

“I think it makes the movie more 
interesting,” she said.  

However, sophomore Joel Coblentz has 
a different view on the films.

“I don’t really see the point in seeing 3D 
movies, I wouldn’t want to pay the extra 
money,” he said.  

Freshman Josh Woods agreed.
“It’s really the same movie [in 2D], all 

the 3D stuff is just like someone throwing 
something in your face.” he said. 

According to screenrant.com, not all 
movie directors prefer to shoot their movies 

Emily Jakowski
Staff Writer

n Woody, Buzz and the gang explore a new home in “Toy Story 3.” 
The third installment of the animated series was just one of many 
recent films presented in 3D.

Movies, games explore three-dimensional technology
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GREY’S ANATOMY

The best of  fall television
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The Emmy Award-Winning Comedy is back for a second 
season with its typical, but always funny misunderstandings 
between the eclectic Pritchett family. Writers have prom-
ised an earthquake that will bring the family closer together 
in its own quirky way. “Modern Family” airs Wednesdays at 
9 pm on ABC. 

MODERN FAMILY

The seemingly endless, summer-long wait for all “Gleeks” 
has finally ended. Last season left off with an emotional turn 
of events when trouble-maker Sue Sylvester persuaded 
Principal Figgins to give New Direction one more year. Tune 
in this season for guest stars such as John Stamos and 
Javier Bardem and a special Britney Spears-themed epi-
sode. “Glee” airs Tuesdays at 8 pm on Fox.

After a completely unforgettable season finale, Grey’s Anat-
omy returns for its seventh season. The staff does their best 
to deal with emotional and physical trauma that was caused 
by the gunman who attempted to seek revenge. Rumors 
have been surfacing that Derek (Patrick Dempsey) will re-
sign. Tune in to see what drama unfolds at Seattle Grace 
Hospital this year. “Grey’s Anatomy” airs Thursdays at 9 pm 
on ABC. 

HOUSE
Last season’s finale left us with many questions. Will Hun-
tington’s stricken Thirteen return? How long will “Huddy” 
last? Be sure to watch as answers to these questions will be 
revealed and medical-genius Dr. House solves many pecu-
liar cases. “House” airs Mondays at 8 pm on Fox.

GLEE
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Fall is upon us. Now that the weather is getting colder, 
it is the perfect time to watch more television. Deciding 
what to watch will be a task made easy with this list of 

fall’s best television shows.
BY EMILY DEEDS



Will this be the season the mother is finally revealed? It is a strong possibility. Rachel Bilson has been cast to play Cindy, 
the roommate of Ted’s future wife. The beginning of the season is said to take place during a major event in Ted’s life. 
Be sure to watch in order to find out if Ted’s wife is finally revealed. “How I Met Your Mother” airs Mondays at 8 pm on 
CBS.

09.24.2010  | the viking views

The Gang is back and continuing to find themselves in 
extremely inappropriate situations. Viewers can look for-
ward to a hilarious domestic partnership and sudden di-
vorce between Charlie and Frank and a pregnant Sweet 
Dee. “It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia” airs Thursdays 
at 10 pm on FX. 

IT’S ALWAYS SUNNY IN PHILADELPHIABONES
Last season ended with Bones deciding to take a year off for 
research, Booth heading to Afghanistan to be in the Army 
and newlyweds Angela and Hodgins moving to Paris. At the 
start of this season, they are all reunited to solve a case. 
Drama arises when Booth returns with a new girlfriend he 
met overseas. “Bones” airs Thursdays at 8 p.m. on Fox.

THE OPRAH WINFREY SHOW
The end of an era. After 25 successful seasons, Oprah 
Winfrey will be leaving her talk show and moving on to 
bigger and better things: The Oprah Winfrey Network. 
The season already began with a bang when it was an-
nounced the entire audience for the season premiere 
would be flying to Australia with John Travolta as the 
pilot.  Expect many surprises as the season continues.  
“The Oprah Winfrey Show” airs at 4 pm on ABC. 

It is impossible to mention popular fall television shows without including the ever-popular reality TV shows. “Keeping 
up with the Kardashians” airs Sundays at 9 pm on the E! channel. Tune in to witness all the drama as Kim is single for 
the first time since her breakup with Reggie Bush, Khloe deals with life as newlywed and Kourtney struggles with the 
ongoing feud between baby daddy, Scott, and her family.  Looking forward to spring television, “American Idol” just an-
nounced that Jennifer Lopez and Aerosmith lead singer Steven Tyler have both signed on to be judges for season ten. 
Tune in to watch these shows and many more, as 2010’s Fall TV schedule is expected to be a good one.

REALITY TELEVISION

HOW I MET YOUR MOTHER
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THE OFFICE
This is the side-splitting cast’s last season all together as 
funnyman Steve Carell did not renew his contract for sea-
son eight. However, this season is still something to look 
forward to. Now that Holly may come back to the Scran-
ton branch, hilarity will surely ensure as the relationship be-
tween her and Michael further develops. “The Office” airs 
Thursdays at 9 pm on NBC. 
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Reviews

Brandon Flowers
Flamingo

The original lead singer from The Killers has gone solo. Brandon Flowers is on his own, taking 
on the world with his new album “Flamingo,” with his hit single “Cross Fire.” The album is all 
about his hometown Las Vegas and it’s blatantly obvious in the lyrics. “Flamingo” was reportedly 

written as a Killers album before the band decided to take a break, but fans shouldn’t worry because they 
will be back next year, and this album will definitely impress you in the meantime. This album debuted 
as number one in the U.K. where it was certified gold in two days. This is not very surprising considering 
British bands heavily influenced Flowers growing up. The album didn’t surprise me at all which was 
completely expected, but also a bit of a let down. It sounds exactly like anything else the Killers have made. I was just hoping for a crazy 
twist in this new album but Flowers did not step out of his comfort zone.

Maroon 5
Hands All Over

Maroon 5 is back with their latest album “Hands All Over.” We are all familiar with their radio 
hits but let us see how well a whole album holds up to their candle of momentary radio 
fame. The first single from the album, “Misery,” kicks off the album. It is a darker song from 

them than what we have seen in the past. The lyrics talk about a failing relationship that the singer 
just cannot give up. My biggest problem with the music here concerns the very essence of the album: 
the production. It is so slick and overly polished that the music sounds as artificial as the trite and 
cliché romantic lyrics. Nonetheless, this album is full of catchy melodies that are ready for radio play. 

Although the songs here are not personally suited to my tastes, fans of this genre and band will definitely have a lot to enjoy. Songs 
like “Give a Little More” and “Out of Goodbyes” will stick in your head even if you hate them. Maroon 5 may not be musical or 
lyrical geniuses, but they definitely know how to release an album with songs bound to get radio play. 

– Jesse Sanchez-Strauss

– Xavier Carr

Linkin Park
A Thousand Suns

A now somewhat quiet and subdued Linkin Park peeks its way through the lyrics and music of 
their fourth studio album “A Thousand Suns.” The album features eighteen tracks, all of which 
are quite tamed for the heavy rock band. The first single from the album, “The Catalyst,” is 

sometimes conflicting and downright boring. Nowhere in the song do we hear the usual heavy guitar 
solo and powerful lyrics of past hits such as “In the End” and “Numb.” Each song seems to be as though 
Linkin Park have exchanged their guitars for keyboards in an attempt to modernize their music. Tracks 
such as “Indecent” and “Fallout” sound foreign and unrecognizable to the Linkin Park genre of music. 
The overall album was a disappointment to all fans that remember and loved the original Linkin Park sound. Hopefully Linkin Park will 
find the true rock star inside of them and deliver an album more true to themselves.

Sara Bareilles
Kaleidoscope Heart

Everyone knows “Love Song.” We heard it nonstop a couple years ago. Well, Sara Bareilles is at it 
again. Making music that is likeable in just about every sense of the word. The namesake of her 
newest album, “Kaleidoscope Heart,” sets an interesting tone for the album. The song is brief and a 

capella, focusing all attention on her voice. While the accompaniments are at times annoyingly simplistic, 
they keep that same focus on her voice as she shows off her range throughout the CD. Most songs feature 
just Bareilles’s voice and a piano, but there are exceptions. In the slower song “Hold My Heart,” one 
can hear the faint sounds of a guitar. There is clapping in the background of “Let the Rain.” In addition 

to clapping, “King of Anything” has some brass sounds in the accompaniment. It also has potential to take the place of “Love Song” 
as her most recognizable track. “Kaleidoscope Heart” has a good mix of upbeat and slower songs, making this a good CD to listen to 
anytime.

– Katie Markijohn

– Catherine Morris
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Easy A

– Ashlea Thomas

Devil

– Carter Stanislaw

Easy A” is an adolescent movie that any High School student 
with a sense of how drama works can relate to. 

Sometimes we can all get away with a little white lie 
every once in a while. However, for Olive Penderghast (Emma 
Stone), that was not the case. Her first lie occurs when she tells her 
best friend Rhiannon (Aly Michalka) that she lost her virginity to 
a college boy. In reality, he doesn’t exist, but the rumor is instantly 
spread. 

With everyone talking about her in school, she ends up in the 
principal’s office where she meets a guy who is constantly harassed 

for being gay. He asks Olive to help him by spreading a rumor 
that he had also lost his virginity to her. She agrees, but will 
soon regret making that decision. Gradually, more and more 
outcasts ask for Olive’s help in hopes to better their lives. She 
starts enjoying all the attention she is getting because before all 
her scandals, she went through life as a nobody.

Eventually, the entire student body and close friends grow 
to hate her. All the attention she was once getting has taken 
a toll for the worse and she is called names and tortured. In 
her English class they discuss “The Scarlet Letter.” Olive’s 
situation is comparable to the one in the book; therefore, she 
decides to sport a red “A” on all of her new, revealing clothes 
to show her peers that she accepts her new reputation.

I found this movie to be outrageously hilarious and witty. 
I enjoyed the fact that certain aspects of High School were 
exaggerated in a humorous light. Olive represents the average 
girls, which I like because it just wasn’t about the stereotypical 
popular girls. I felt like Emma Stone played Olive very well. 
She was very smart, funny and always stood up for herself and 
what she believed. I would recommend this movie to anyone 
who enjoys a good laugh and it’s perfect for a night out with 
the best friends or even for a date.

M Night Shyamalan’s film, “Devil,” is his latest work 
in the trend of declining quality in his movies. The 
once great, Academy Award-nominated director, has 

continued to dig the hole which is his career. 
The plot follows five random strangers locked together in an 

elevator, pitted against each other as they are slowly picked off 
by one of the other passengers. Predictable plot and eye rolling 
dialogue plagued the hour and 20 minutes, and while horror 
films rarely rely on these, the film didn’t even make up for it 
with over-the-top gore or violence. Despite this, it is unfair to 
say that there were not redeeming qualities; the movie was better 
then Shyamalan’s 2006 “Lady in the Water,” and undoubtedly 
better then his horrendous 2010 “The Last Airbender.” 

The actors in “Devil” were believable, the cinematography 
did well to create suspense, and the movie as a whole went 
smoothly. Shyamalan’s signature twist ending was refreshingly 
absent, given away in the title, and saved the audience of six 
the groan at the end. 

A phenomenon known as the “The Shyamalan Groan” 
became an internet sensation, as reports of people groaning or 
even laughing as the director’s name appeared on the screen 
during previews of “Devil.” There were even rumors that his 
name was removed from some versions of the previews shown 

before movies, in hopes to bring at least a minor crowd to the 
show. However the damage is done, as word spreads the movie 
continues to do worse each day. 

Despite all of this the actual movie perhaps shows a silver 
lining to Shyamalan’s tragedy of a career, the movie isn’t horrible. 
With improved dialogue, less transparent characters and a fresh 
plot this movie could have not only been saved but also been a 
fresh film.

 However these are large problems, and perhaps unfixable, but 
there is certainly hope. See the film if you’re bored, if you have 
nothing better to do, or have $8.25 to blow. Otherwise save your 
time and spend the hour writing a better script.
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Roaring Crowds

As the football team plans their 
Friday night game, their fellow 
students prepare to support the 

players by painting up and yelling at the 
top of their lungs.

Senior Justin Carpenter helps lead the 
student section this year at football games 
and said that it is fun to encourage fellow 
classmates.

“I have a lot of school spirit because I 

like trying to get all of the students to start 
cheering,” he said.  “I haven’t had a voice 
on Saturday for four weeks because I lose 
it cheering.”

Since the season began, the student 
section has had several themes including 
a U.S.A theme against Wilson Ontario, a 
Canadian team.

“The U.S.A. theme was pretty funny,” 
said coach Don Hertler Jr. “School spirit is 
a dying thing and its great to see that [our 
school] has it.”

Other themes included black-outs and 
white-outs, but Carpenter said he hopes to 
incorporate more ideas and plans according 
to the other team.

“I think of the opponent’s team colors 
and try to be the opposite,” he said. “We 
are going to have an orange-out against 
Lake.” 

Junior quarterback Austin Appleby 
said he enjoys having the student section 
support them, even at away games.

“The student section helps us as far as 
momentum; when they get up, it helps us 
get more energy and make more plays,” he 
said. 

Carpenter said, senior wide-receiver 

Joey Housos left him a message thanking 
him for his support.

Appleby said he agreed that the student 
section is encouraging.

“We appreciate how many students we 
get regardless of how we play,” he said. 
“The commitment is always there and it 
helps a lot.”

Even though the season has had several 
themes, Carpenter said he has special 
themes planned for the rest of the year. He 
said a toga or beach night may be in store.

According to Appleby, the themes are a 
disruption to the other team as well.

“I think the themes are great,” he said. “I 
love how they get into it and [distract] the 
other team.”

One thing Carpenter said he hopes to 

“We appreciate how many students 
we get regardless of how we play.” 

—Austin Appleby
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school stands

achieve by the end of the season is full 
participation from all grades. He said he 
purchased over $100 worth of paint at 
the beginning of the year and wants the 
underclassmen to get involved. 

“Everyone is invited,” he said. “We 
want freshmen and sophomores to paint 
up and cheer, not just the first few rows of 
upperclassman. Beating Louisville was my 
favorite game this season because we had 
a blackout and our whole student section 
looked intimidating.”

Hertler said  the student section has 
added great enthusiasm to the game and 
hopes to see the support continue.

“We hope that the student section 
feels a part of our football team,” he said. 
“Hopefully, it’s fun for them supporting 
their classmates. We can feed off of 
the crowd in a game and it makes a big 
difference with how our guys play.”
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Become Legendary. This is a goal 
few ever realize. It is nearly 
impossible to become so awe-

inspiring that everyone goes insane over 
the mere mention of a name. When one 
becomes legendary, he or she quite literally 
leaves a lasting impression that will forever 
live on in the memories of those who saw 
what made them spectacular. In the NBA, 
many different players have achieved 
mythological status.

With so many achievements, Wilt 

Chamberlain and Michael Jordan are two 
such examples. But today, there is another 
in our midst. Kevin Durant, Oklahoma 
City’s star basketball player, recently was 
named MVP of the FIBA World 
Championship. He led the team to its 
first title in 16 years, and the team 
became the first country to claim a 
spot in the 2012 Olympic games. 
Players like Kobe Bryant, Dwyane 
Wade and Lebron James did not 
participate in the FIBA tournament 
due to their personal decisions. 
However, the US once again 
proved its dominance in the field of 
basketball.

Senior Andy Bailey was pleased to 
see the US had won the international 
title.

“After our world cup loss, it was 
good to see the US win,” he said. 
“This victory puts us as a top nation 
in the field of sports.”

Additionally, Duke University’s 
head coach, Mike Krzyzewski, was 
chosen to lead the US FIBA team as 
well as its Olympic team. Recently, 
he brought home the FIBA gold; 
two years ago, he brought home 
the Olympic gold. According to 
his official website, as a coach, he 
preaches teamwork, passion and 
dedication.

“When you are passionate, you 

B-team ballers blitz competition
Clint Yoos
Staff Writer

always have your destination in sight 
and you are not distracted by obstacles,” 
Krzyzewski said on coachk.com. “Because 
you love what you are pursuing, things like 
rejection and setbacks will not hinder you 
in your pursuit. You believe that nothing 
can stop you!”

Bailey said  Krzyzewski’s leadership was 
of great value throughout the tournament 
and his teachings showed in the way that 
America performed.

“Coach K did an amazing job during the 
tournament,” he said. “He was able to lead 
the squad to the title.”

Durant, who was the 
focal point of the team’s 
offense, became USA’s 
all-time leading scorer in 
a world championship. 
According to a press release 
in The Seattle Times, Durant 

was proud to bring the title back to the 
states.

“Our only option was to come out here 
and get a gold, and it feels really good to 

“This victory puts us as a top 
nation in the field of sports.” 

—Andy Bailey

bring this back home to the States,” he 
said.

In the final, he led the team with 28 
points against Turkey and won the game 
81-64. Bailey said Durant is one of the 
NBA’s top prospects.

“[Durant] is a top up and comer in the 
NBA,” he said. “He has a lot of skill and 
passion.”

Throughout the tournament, a shadow 
of doubt was cast upon the players and 
their ability to win. After the victory, in The 
Seattle Times, Durant said he felt great that 
he showed what they were capable of. 

“I think that was extra motivation,” 
Durant said in the same release. “It was 
exciting to come out here and win and also 
to prove people wrong.”

According to an AP press release, even 
though what may be considered the NBA’s 
top talent did not go to the tournament, 
Krzyzewski said he did not mind a bit.

“That’s a good problem, is to choose 
amongst a lot of really good players,” he 
said.
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It only took one goal for these ladies 
to go beyond expectations and greatly 
succeed.

The ladies’ lacrosse team finished 
their season by playing against Cincinnati 
Anderson June 6. Although they lost 14-8, 
they could still go home knowing that all 
their hard work paid off with the title of 
state runner-up. 

Coach Jeff McCann said he is 
very proud of the girls and what 
they have accomplished. 

“It was great to see that all their 
hard work paid off,” he said. “These 
girls were determined to be great no 
matter what it took.”

Winning  the title of state runner-
up and exceeding expectations did not come 
easily. According to sophomore Hunter 
Bazzoli, the team had to practice liberally 
until they could win. 

“We, as a team, put so much work into 
going to states,” she said. “The most credit 
would have to go to our coaches and most 
of the seniors who graduated last year 
because they all really wanted it.”

Sophomore Kati Reolfi agreed 
with this statement.

“We worked all season for the 
championship game,” she said. 
“During the season our focus was 
the upcoming game but we all 
knew that the goal was making it 
to states.”

Additionally, Reolfi said practice 
can be grueling and arduous.

“Even through freezing rain in 
January and being soaked to the 
bone, all the work was worth it,” 
Reolfi said. “Looking back, I’m 
glad we worked hard and didn’t 
have it just handed to us.”

Bazzoli agreed that the tedious 
work through all the weather was 
hard, but it all paid off in the end. 

“The work was definitely worth 
it,” she said. “To be a part of a 
state runner-up team as a freshman 
is a feeling that I can’t begin to 
describe.”

Winning is not the only important thing 
to these ladies. The way the girls worked 
together as a team was equally important. 

“That is one thing I enjoyed about our 
team, camaraderie,” McCann said. “They 
practiced and played very well together.”

Not only did this group of ladies grow 
as a team, they grew in friendship. They all 
became very close throughout the season. 

“Our team clicked so fast it was 
incredible,” Reolfi said. “We got along and 

worked together really well.”
Bazzoli also said she believed the 

teammates were great together.
“We were so close on and off the field,” 

she said. “We really grew as a family.”
The coach taught that it takes a really 

great bond in a team to be successful.
“The greatest thing as a coach is to teach 

Competion crushers

your team that they need to be successful 
and go out and watch them do just that,” 
McCann said. 

All in all, Bazzoli said the ladies had 
an amazing season growing as a team, in 
themselves and in friendship. 

“The memories from last season are all 
so awesome because we grew so close as 
a team and we always were able to have 
a good time,” Bazzoli said. “I wouldn’t 
change a thing.”

Reolfi said she would not take back 
anything either.

“Honestly, I can’t even pick out my 
favorite memory throughout the season 
because there are so many,” she said. 
“Our season and team was awesome.”

The lady lacrosse program has been 
going on for two years, and this year 

will be its third.  
“The difference in the last two years was 

the drive of the girls, they really wanted 
to do well,” McCann said. “We had shirts 
made up at the start of the season that said, 
‘One Goal,’ and it represented our goal to 
make it to the state championship because 
sometimes all it takes is one goal.” nv

Megan Sigler
Staff Writer

“Looking back, I’m glad we 
worked hard and didn’t just have 

it handed to us.” —Kati Reolfi
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28 Lady lacrosse becomes state runner-up
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nThe Lady Vikings prepared to challenge Federal Legue rival Jackson. This game was just one of many en 
route to their title of state runner-up.
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The boys cross country team started their season Sept. 4 at the Dave Clegg Invitational. The varsity took 3rd while the 
JV team won. Junior Tyler Veldhuizen led the JV race with a time of 17:58. The boys traveled to Brecksville Sept. 11. 
Varsity placed 4th and JV took another 1st. Senior Tommy Lewis came in 1st for Hoover on varsity with a time of 17:47. 
They went to Boardman Sept. 18 and varsity took 6th while JV took 2nd. The boys will face Cloverleaf Sept. 25. 

In the past month, the boys’ soccer season has gotten off to a rocky start. The boys were able to tie Cuyahoga Falls 
1-1. Senior Shawn Rambaud curled the ball into the back of the net for the Vikes’ only goal. Subsequently, the boys 
traveled to Marlington and lost by a score of 4-2. Rambaud and senior Brett Fisher scored. Senior Marcus Harrigan 
assisted Rambaud on his goal. Most recently, Hoover played Glenoak in their first federal league match-up of the 
year. Even though the game was very close down the stretch, Glenoak escaped with a 1-0 lead. The boys’ current 
record is 1-4-1. Their game against Lake was rained out and will be played Oct. 7.

The Vikings beat Louisville for the first time in three years 28-25 Sept. 3. They played Lexington at home Sept. 7 and 
lost 7-10. The Vikings gave up two second half scores which cost them the game, but they dominated the first half, 
and are currently 2-2. They played at Perry Sept. 17 and lost 56-19. Despite the considerable loss, Hoover’s offense 
managed to show some signs of life. Junior quarterback Austin Appleby threw 213 yards and three touchdowns. They 
play Lake at home at Sept. 24.

The girls cross country team got off to a good start this season by placing 2nd at the Dave Clegg Invitational. Sophomore 
Emily Jakowski led the JV meet with a time of 21:35 and helped JV take 1st. On Sept. 11th the girls took another win 
at Brecksville. Senior Megan Monte took 3rd overall with a time of 20:29 and senior Sara Polatas wasn’t far behind. 
Junior Hannah Christ won the JV meet. Sept. 18 the girls traveled to Boardman. Both JV and Varsity took 2nd. They 
will be at Cloverleaf Sept. 25. 

- Xavier Carr

- Amy Roshak

Football

Girls Cross Country

Boys Cross Country

Soccer

- Amy Roshak

- Clint Yoos

The crisp, cool fall air can make the hair on the back of your neck stand straight and send a shiver down your spine. However, there 
is another element that the oddly enchanting autumn air brings – the thought of sports. From pads crashing on the field of play to 
a volleyball being slammed into the unforgiving gym floor, fall sports are well underway, and it is time to take notice.

As everyone knows, football reigns supreme in sleepy North Canton, Ohio. Junior Austin Appleby showed what he was capable 
of when he led the Hoover Vikings to a win over Louisville – a feat no other Hoover Quarterback has accomplished since 2006. 
Unfortunately, the Hoover Vikings now find themselves with a record of 2-2 after a tough loss to Lexington and a 56-19 blowout at Perry. 
The boys will look to redeem themselves homecoming weekend against Lake.

In the area of girls’ sports, the Hoover Volleyball team is off to a red hot start. They currently have a 10-0 record and will look to 
continue to be successful throughout the rest of the season and into the playoffs. Most recently, they beat GlenOak decisively in three 
games. Senior Maggie Desrosiers led the team with twelve kills.

Lastly, the Cross Country teams have started their seasons well. In the recent Spartan Invitational, the Hoover boys placed sixth out 
of 32 teams. In addition, the girls were able to take second place out of the same 32 teams. Senior Megan Monte led the Lady Vikings 
with an eighth place finish.
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Qu e s t i o n s 
have  arisen 
in  our 

tennis society that 
have fermented 
after Rafael Nadal 
won his first grand 
slam this week at 
the U.S. Open. Is 
Nadal better than 
Roger Federer? 

I know that you 
are on the edge of your seat wondering 
if Nadal has surpassed Federer. What 
are people thinking these days? I mean, 
believing that Nadal is better than 
Federer. Have people forgotten 
everything that Federer has 
accomplished in his 31 years of 
existence? Remember, Federer 
has beaten Nadal numerous 
times and for some reason, 
when Nadal wins his first grand 
slam, we all seem to forget 
about Federer’s 16 grand slam 
titles. I understand that Nadal 
is currently number one and Federer 
is number three, but Federer held the 
number one position for a record 237 
consecutive weeks.

 Now, I do not deny that Nadal is a 
great player and is hands down one of the 
greatest to play the game, but is he good 
enough to receive the title of the greatest 
player to ever play the game? This title 
has been thrown around in the past with 
Federer’s name and even thought he is 
having an off-year I still believe he is the 
greatest player to ever play the game. His 
powerful serves are unmatched and his 
patience and skill have never touched a 
tennis court until now. 

Federer and Nadal have held the 
number two and one spot for years and 
they seem to go back and forth after one 
or the other wins a tournament. Nadal 
,however, has only won one grand slam 
and has not held the number one position 
for as many weeks as Federer. Also at the 
age of 23 Nadal has not accomplished as 
much as Federer at the same age. 

Federer’s style of play is described 
as being versatile and is something that 
has never been seen before. So, all those 
people out there who have ever doubted 
his ability should take another look and 
realize the greatness before you on 
your television screens. I have had the 
privilege to watch Federer play live, and 
his form and talent are unbelievable. I’ve 
also seen Nadal play and actually saw 
him shaken up by an unranked player’s 
power serve. I personally have never 
seen Federer shaken up, I have only ever 
seen him give his best 100 percent of the 
time.

So who is really the greatest player to 

have ever played the game of tennis?  Let’s 
look at the statistics. Does a player who 
has won only one grand slam compare 
to a player who has won 16? Or does a 
player who has been ranked number one 
for only a short few weeks compare to a 
player who has been ranked number one 
for a record 237 consecutive weeks? If 

you answered no, then you understand 
where I am coming from. If you were the 
unfortunate soul who answered yes, then 
you may need to watch some professional 
tennis. To compare these two players is 
like comparing Lebron James, (whom I 
have no idea why I mention his traitorous 
name) and Dwight Howard. Both are really 
great players, but who can compare to 
Lebron James? There is no comparison 
to Roger Federer. I have not seen a player 
who really comes close to him. I will 
say, however, that Nadal would be the 
closest.

On the other hand, Nadal is young yet. 
There is a chance that in the coming years 

he may improve his play and may 
eventually acquire a better record 
than Federer. Nadal has a long 
way to go to before becoming the 
greatest player to ever play the game 
of tennis. Until Federer either retires 
or somehow totally loses his game 
and no longer plays well, he will hold 
the title of the greatest player to ever 
play the game of tennis. 

If I have not convinced you of 
Federer’s greatness, then your only 
option is to watch him play. Federer will 
leave you on the edge of your seats and 
captivate you with his talent and style of 
play. He truly is the greatest to play the 
game of tennis. He has changed the game 
of tennis, and his legacy will continue on 
for generations. 
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True greatness

Makin’ my mark

Katie Marki john

“Federer’s style of play is

versatile
and something never seen before.”
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captured

(Clockwise from top right) n Senior Ryan Choong ma-
neuvers around tacklers in Hoover’s opening game 
against Wilson. The Vikings won 35-25. n Senior Laura 
Wheeler serves the ball against Minerva. Wheeler led 
the team with 5 aces and 15 points off of serves. The 
Vikings won in 3 sets. n Senior Josh Heckathorn hits 
a putt on the green in a Federal League match-up 
against Glenoak. Hoover obtained a narrow win 153 - 
160.  n Sophomore Christina Vazquez returns a serve 
in a match against Central Catholic. The varsity team 
won 4-1.
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